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Who Was Shamgar?
By Sis. Patricia Rhodes
Although Shamgar was an obscure, little-

compared to Ehud, Deborah, Gideon and

known Biblical character in the Old Testament,

Samson, God was careful not to forget his

he was too important to be omitted in the
Scriptures. Who was Shamgar? What significant role did he play in regards to the children

Scriptures.

of Israel?
When the children of Israel did evil in God's
sight, the Lord allowed King Eglon, a Moabite, to
control them for18 years. God's servant, Ehud,
a judge, slew Eglon. Then Ehud and a band of
Israelites slew about 10,000 Moabites. Afterwards the land was at peace for 80 years.
After Ehud, Shamgar was appointed judge.
The Philistines were a threat to the children of
Israel. Shamgar is an example of an ordinary
man doing an extraordinary thing. This man
was willing to do God's bidding. Shamgar was
available to God at the right time and at the right
place. Although Shamgar was a minor judge,

Contents

Philistines six hundred·men with an ox goad:
and he also delivered Israel."
Shamgar used what he had-an ox goad. An
ox goad is a long wooden pole that is equipped
with a sharpened iron.point at one end, with a
flattened chisel-like blade at the other end. The
sharp end was used to poke the tough hide of
the oxen to keep them motivated for pulling the
plow. Theflattened chisel-like blade was used to
scrape the plowshare free of roots, thorns and
clay. WasShamgar a man of war?Was he skilled
in using a sword or a spear? Was he equipped
with a shield and a helmet? Perhaps he was like
David when Saul armed him with his brass
helmet and coat of armour. David said, "I can

•.. . . . . . . . . . .

not go with these: for I have not proved them."
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Judges3:3lsays, "And after him(Ehud)was
Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the
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And David put them off him. (I Samuel 17:3839.)Shamgar started where he was and he used
what he had. His ox goad became his weapon
and God used him to deliver the children of
Israel from the Philistines.
We can be like Shamgar by having a weapon
of defense to slay the enemy of our soul. We can
also use our spiritual ox goad as a special gift to
bless God's people. I Peter 4:10 says, "As ev�ry
man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God." God approached Moses
in the wilderness through the burning bush.
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God asked Moses, "What is in your hand?"

goad was five loaves and two fishes. Samson

(Exodus 4:2). It was a rod. God told Moses, "...

used the jawbone of a donkey. Shamgar's sue

Take this rod in thy hand, wherewith thou shalt
do signs." (Exodus 4: 17.) David's ox goad was a

cess was based on the following: Start where
you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.

sling and five stones. The widow woman of old

Your gift, dedicated to God, can become a

blessed Elijah with the last of her meal and oil.
A little lad shared his lunch with Jesus. His ox

body of Christ.

mighty and useful tool to be a blessing to the

.. -·�-Children of the Royal Family
---�"-� (��-,��---�
�._·

By Sis. Charlotte Huskey
"Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest;
yea, he shall gtve delight unto thy soul." Proverbs 29:17.
Balance is very important in teaching God's
character. God is love and God is also a consuming fire. These two personalities of God
must be kept in balance. We often hear about
God's love but hear very little about His wrath.
Children need to learn of and experience God's
love. They must also be taught to fear His
judgments if they trample over His principles.
Christians who have experienced God's protectlon, love and blessings for many years will
serve Him out of a genuine love for Him. Children, however, who have not had personal
experiences with God are not endeared to Him
as older Christians and therefore will not obey
Him because of their love. They need to fear His
wrath as a reason to obey until they do fall in
love with Him.

The marriage relationship is the first social
relationship established; all other relationships
must be subject to it. Many parents neglect this
first relationship and center on their child. This
is dangerous to the family structure and for the
child. It fosters in the child self-centeredness,
self-reliance and independence from the family
and comes perilously close to idolatry. God
promises blessings on those who follow His
principles.The family structure-father, mother
and child-in that order is one of them. If
violated the blessings are forfeited.
There must also be a balance between sib
lings. Children mustbe loved and treated equally.
This does not mean the small and older children
are allowed the same privileges. Privileges are
earned by older siblings as they demonstrate
ability and trustworthiness to handle privi
leges.
Balance in work and play is also important.

Our training should include both love and a

As the old saying goes, "All work and no play

healthy respect or fear of God. As well as learning John 3:16, they should learn such scriptures as, "The eye that mocketh at his father,
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of

makes Jake a dull boy. All play and no work
makes Jake a lazy boy." In play, children de
velop creativity. They dream and imagine what
they will be in adult life. Often people have
become the person he or she pretended to be in
play. Many inventions are products of a child

the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles
shall eat it." Proverbs 30:17. 'The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of wisdom: ..." Psalm
111:10. "Behold, I set before you this day a

hood dream. Let your child dream and soar to

blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey the
commandments of the LORD your God, ...And a
curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of
the LORD your God.... " Deuteronomy 11:26-28.
"He, that being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy." Proverbs 29:1.
There must also be a balance in the family
structure. It is easy for parents, especially a
mother, to fall into child-centered parenting
and downplay the husband-wife relationship.
The greatest influence you will have is not in
parenting but in your role as husband or wife.

gains may be what will help to overcome some
obstacle in the future.
Whether children are working or playing
they must be supervised carefully. We should
know with whom and what our children are
playing. Many a conscience has been blackened
during unsupervised play. Question your children when they have played with older or ques
tionable playmates. If needed, help them clear
their conscience through prayer.

great heights in play. The self-confidence he

We are raising kings and priests in the
kingdom of God or soldiers for Christ. Just let
your imagination work a bit and think how
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carefully royal children are trained. Are they left
alone to do their own thing? Or are they guarded
so the crown stays in the family? Our crown is
Christ's approval. Many a parent has lost Christ's
approval because they were neglectful or not
willing to obey God's commandments about
child training. Children of the royal family must

Page Three

Jt teoulbn't JUt ·�omebobp ttaib tbat it coulbn 't be bone
�ut be bJitb a cbuckle, replieb,
'Otbat mapbe it coulbn't but be woulb be one
Wbo woulbn't ttap tto till be trieb.

be equipped to take responsibility when the
time comes. Our sons and daughters must also

�o, be buckleb rigbt in

be able to take responsibility for their actions so

Witb a trace of a grin.

that they may keep a guilt free conscience. Then

3Jf be bJorrieb be well bib it.

they will not be condemned when they stand

1!)e tttarteb to tting

before God. They too are of a royal bloodline, an

�tt be tackleb tbe tbing

eternal bloodline. Do we treat them as such?
The self-confidence, approval, money or other

'Otbat coulbn't be bone

rewards earned from work help children get a

�nb be bib itt

handle on life. Children who have learned to
take responsibility for their own homes, keep
their room tidy, bed made, clothes and toys in
order, school book and homework in proper

�omehobp ttcoffeb, "<9b, pou'U neber bo tbat,
�t leattt no one batt eber bone it."
�ut be took off bis coat

place and other housekeeping chores, will be far
ahead of their peers who have not learned these

�nb took off bis bat

disciplines. It is a curse to allow children to

�nb tbe firttt tbing we knew

come to marriage without having learned these

�e'b begun itt

simple disciplines.
Let us keep balanced in all we do with our

Witb a lift of bis cbin

children. Let's teach both the love and fear of
God. Keep balance in the family, among siblings

�nb a bit of a grin

and in work and play. The struggle you have

Witbout anp boubting or quit -it,

balancing all these things will be over sooner

�e tttarteb to sing

than you realize. Then you can enjoy your

�5 be tackleb tbe tbing

children. They will give you rest because you

'Otbat coulbn't he bone

have, by example and training, taught them

�nb be bib it!

how to lead responsible, balanced lives. It can

-Qfbgar �. ciuest

be done. Don't lose heart.

Rewarding Attributes of A Godly Nation
By Sis. Connie Sorrell
At the register I told the clerk that I wanted
to pay on two separate bills from one big bill.
Confusing, huh? It must have been to the clerk
because I did not realize until I had left the store

money more than the store does and I will give
You the praise for working out this miracle."
Have you ever prayed a similar prayer?

I

have thousands of times. Maybe some of us get

that he had shorted me a twenty-dollar bill. I

into problems more than others, but I am so

was upset at myself for not remembering to get

thankful the Lord is a present help in time of

the change back. Should I go back to the store

trouble. (Psalm 46: 1.)

and ask the clerk about it?

In a prayerful mood, I went back to that store

"Oh, dear Lord," I prayed. "This is partly my

and as I came up the escalator, I saw the clerk

fault but would You please have mercy on me

who had waited on me standing in a nearby

again? I know I have been calling on You all day,
but I really need You this time because You can
cause that clerk to realize he failed to give me
back the twenty dollars. I know I need that

aisle. My eyes met the young man's, and I
smiled. Approaching him I said, "Sir, are you the
one who helped me just a few minutes ago?"
(Continued on page 15.)
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In Luke 15:28-32, a fa
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of the son that stayed home and worked.
Jonah was a prophet of the Lord that even
preached to the people of Ninevah. When the
people of Ninevah repented, Jonah was not
glorying in the mercy of theLord. He was waiting
to see the destruction of the city and he was irate
because the Lord accepted their prayer of re
pentance. He must have already forgotten about
his earnest prayer a few days earlier.
When Jesus was in the home of Mary and
Martha, Mary was sitting at the Master's feet
enjoying the words of life that fell from His lips.
Martha was busy serving and became quite
disturbed that her sister was not helping her.
When she approached Jesus about the matter.
He reproved her for being troubled about many
things and told her that Mary had chosen the
better part.
Following the resurrection of Jesus, He met
with His disciples. On one of these occasions He

FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE

asked Peter three times if he loved Him. It had

P. 0. Box 518,4318 S. Division, Guthrie, OK 73044
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love the Lord and he had wept bitter tears of

(Periodical postage paid at Guthrie, OK.)

repentance over denying the Savior that dark

Postmaster: Send address changes to: Faith and

night. When Jesus pressed the issue about his

Victory, P. O. Box 518, Guthrie, OK 73044.

love, Peter became adamant and said, .....Lord,
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thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I

of past injuries and we need the Lord to help us

love thee...." Following this adamant proclama

see things through His perspective. A great step

tion of his love for the Master, Jesus told Peter

forward in getting rid of these attitudes is when

to "Feed my sheep." The Lord then told him

we allow the Holy Spirit to control our life.

about some of the things Peter would face and

The burning fire of the Holy Spirit in our lives

finished by telling him to "Follow me." Peter

will purge the carnality from our heart. For His

then saw John and asked the Lord,"...and what

Spirit to work we must give Him freedom to

shall this

do?" The Lord told him, "If I will

touch every part of our lives and hold nothing

that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

back. Many people pray for the Spirit to fill their

follow thou me."

heart and work through their life but they are

man

Prior to the crucifixion of Jesus, the Scrip

not willing to turn the control of it over to Him.

tures say "...he stedfastly set his face to go to

He is therefore hindered because their will has

Jerusalem," On their way Jesus sent some

not really submitted to Him and it doesn't

ahead to a city of Samaria to make preparations

matter how loudly they demonstrate and pro

for their arrival. The people of Samaria did not
worship in Jerusalem and when they became

claim to be filled with the Holy Spirit, the fruit of
their life simply declares otherwise.

aware that Jesus was going to Jerusalem they

The mixed messages that emanate from

would not receive them. His disciples, namely
James and John saw this and they said, "Lord,

people indicate their lack of surrender. Con
sider the use of the word "filled." The dictionary

wilt thou that we command fire to come down

says, "fill: Occupy the entire capacity of." How

from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias

can our entire capacity be occupied by the Holy

did?" Jesus rebuked them and said,"...Ye know

Spirit if we do not give ourselves totally to Him?

not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son

If we will not follow, or will only partially follow

of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to

the impulse of His Spirit moving in our heart,

save them. And they went to another village."

why should He give us those impulses if they

Each of the above instances identify some

will only fall on deaf ears? After considering

one who could be considered close to the Lord

these things we should more clearly realize the

but they acquired attitudes that were far differ

importance of a total consecration to the will of

ent from the true nature of the Father. You may

God. Let us make that surrender. Then when

have observed that many of these attitudes have

the Lord offers reproof or correction to us through

a carnal seed at their root that has been allowed

His Word or through His Spirit we will say, "yes

to grow and taint their thinking. When our

Lord," and His power will begin making wonder

thinking is erroneous it generally will also show

ful changes in our life and He will reveal Himself

up in our actions causing them to be in error as

through our yielded vessel. The attitudes that

well. Proverbs 23:7 states, "For as he thinketh

once controlled us and caused untold grief and

in his heart, so is he: ..." Our actions have an

pain will give way to the mind of Christ and we

effect on other people and when they are wrong

will be a blessing to our fellow man.

that effect can be very unmerciful and hurtful.
These attitudes are what cause divisions and

It was with joyful thanksgiving that our

injuries to occur among God's people. When two

Smyth, model 12, book sewing machine purred

people have wrong attitudes and they cross one

into production. We were sewing the 27 sections

another, things can really become serious. The

of the book, Bible Readings for Bible Students.

Lord will allow trials and temptations to come

One by one, from the last to the first section of

our way to reveal these errors that exist in our

the book, the sections (signatures) were fed onto

heart and mind. God's mercy is faithful to help

the saddle of the machine and carried under the

us to identify the source of these problems when

presser foot. Eight awls pierced the center of the

they occur in our own experience. Then it

spine of the signature and four needles carrying

becomes our responsibility to go to Him in

thread came down through four holes punched

prayer and with our whole heart seek Him for

by the awls. The loop carriers then caught the

deliverance. For the work of God to go forward

thread and carried it to the hooks that came

these errors need to be cleansed from our hearts

through the other four holes punched by the

and straightened up in our mind. Sometimes

awls. The hooks then lifted the loop of thread up
above the spine and chain stitched it with the

our thinking pattern becomes warped because
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thread from the previous signature. At the
break between the books a pedal was depressed
that caused the thread to be cut between the
books. The sewn book blocks came out the back

1-k was soft£for tfr.irtg pieces of silver, yet retkenutf us.
1le was ktf as a famE to tfr.e sfaugliter, 6ut is tfu (jootf Sliepliertf.
Jft aut!am{ gave :Jfis life,
;w.tf 6y tfying tfestrogea tkatli for a(( wlio 6e{ieve.

of the machine and were separated from each

-JW.tlior un{Qwwn

other where the thread had been cut by the

BIS

operator. Occasionally a signature was not

BE

p

placed on the saddle properly and did not

RA
'E

register properly when it was sewn. Those books
were set aside and later taken apart and the bad
signature was replaced with a new one and the
book was re-sewn.
The variable frequency drive connected to
the three-phase motor gave perfect control to

R
REQUESTS...

the operator and allowed the speed of the ma
chine to be adjusted to the speed of the operator.
Much time had been spent in learning how to
properly adjust the needles, hooks and loop
carriers to prevent missed stitches. After these

KY-A serious illness runs in the family of a

adjustments were made the machine operated

friend of ours who recently got saved. She is

beautifully and made accurately looped stitches

beginning to see symptoms of this illness in her

for book after book.

body and we would appreciate the saints re

After the books were sewn a small hydraulic

membering her in prayer.

paper cutter with a hydraulic clamp was outfit

Another friend was seriously injured in a car

ted to apply pressure to the stitched spine of the

accident about one year ago. An infection has

book block. This pressure was applied to squeeze

begun working in her leg and seems to be

the fullness out of the back and prepare it for the

spreading throughout her body. Please remem

adhesive that will be applied by another ma

ber her in prayer.

chine in the next step.
We praise the Lord for enabling us to suc

-5is. Kay Griffitt

Kenya-Remember the saints in Kenya that
are still suffering from a shortage of rainfall.

cessfully complete yet another step in our hard

Pray that the Lord will .bring an end to the

back bindery operation. We believe He is with us

drought and help His people through this severe

in this major endeavor and that its completion

famine.

will be a great blessing to His saints and for

LA-I thank the Lord for healing my

arm

those seeking the truth of His Word. "Let the

that was so sore for several months. Praise the

heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and

Lord!

let

men

say among the nations, The LORD

reigneth." I Chronicles 16:31.
The Book and Tract lists that contain the

-5is. Cynthia LaCroix

Standing Prayer Requests
Bro. Carlos Arriaga

materials we publish have both been reprinted

Sis. Mamie Butcher

and are available free of charge. You may write,

Sis.Helen Carson

e-mail or call us at 1-800-767-1479 and request
one and we will be happy to send it to you.
-Bro. Willie E. Murphey
wemurphey®yahoo.com
·-

-��+S>----

�mem6er

1le wfw is tfre r.Breaa ofLife, began :Jlis ministry fr.ungering.
1-k wfw is tfr.e 'Water ofLift, emktf :Jlis ministry tfr.i.rsting.
1-k wfw was weary, is our true rest.
1-k wfw paUl tribute, is tfu !l(jng of XJ.ngs.
1le prayet4 get fr.ears our prayers.
1le wept, but arks our tears.

Sis. Waneta Creel
Sis. Charlotte Dilliner
Sis. Evelyn Fredrickson
Bro. Troy Gentry
Bro.RobertHetland
The Lounds Sisters
Sis. Marie Mitchell
Sis. Melba Powell
Sis. Anna Severs
The Mitch Taylor family
Sis. Velda Wisner
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MEETING DATES
Bakersfield, CA (Revivai)-February 8-12
Oklahoma City, OK (Revivai)-Feb. 25-Mar. 1
General Mlnlsters' Meeting
(Guthrie, OK)-March 2-4
Enterprise, AL (Spring Slnglng)-March 25
Oklahoma State (Guthrie, OK)-May 26-June 4
Jefferson, OR�une 16-25
General Southern (Loranger, LA)--July 2-9
National (Monark Springs, MO�uly 21-30
�

�

MEETING NOTICES

Page Seven

The dates of the meeting will be March 2-4,
2006. These dates are a Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.
On Thursday, March 2nd, the day will begin
at 9:00 a.m. The last session will be ending
around noon on Saturday, March 4th.
On Wednesday, March 1, 2006, there will be
a noon prayer service at the chapel in Guthrie
for the success of the ministers' meeting. If you
are able to come a day early to the meeting
please plan on attending the noon prayer ser
vice.
It is requested for all of the congregations

BAKERSFIELD, CA. WINTER REVIVAL

and the saints to set aside Wednesday, March

As Jesus stood to proclaim the gospel He

1st' for special prayer and fasting for the minis

said, " ...The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me!" This
is truly our desire as we enter the Bakersfield
Winter Revival which is scheduled for February
8-12. Bro. Jerry Melot and his wife have ex

ters' meeting.
Bro. Keith Fuller has expressed a burden to
coordinate and assist in the flow of the meeting.
If you have questions or if you have a burden for

pressed a burden to be with us. We request your
prayers and welcome your presence. There will

a topic for discussion during the ministers'

be two services daily, Wednesday through Sat
urday at 12:00 noon and 7p.m. Sunday Ser

Storer Ave., Akron. OH

vices at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Worship
Service at 11:00 a.m. and an Ordination service
at 2:30 p.m. For additional information please
contact the Pastor, Bro. Hayward or Sis. Tina
Cox at (661) 836-3877.
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

meeting, please contact Bro. Keith Fuller, 244
44302. Phone (330)

864-1128.
It is certainly hoped all ministers and their
spouses will plan to attend this meeting. Ac
commodations will be provided at the Guthrie
chapel and in the homes of some of the saints
here in Guthrie.

SPRING REVIVAL

The 23rd Street Church of God invites you to
attend their Spring Revival Meeting February
25-March 1. The meeting will begin Saturday at
7:00 p.m. with an Inspirational Singing. On
Sunday, Sunday School will begin at 9:45 a.m.
and morning worship service will start at 10:45
a.m. Dinner will be served at the chapel and
afternoon service will be at 2:00 p.m. No night
service is scheduled for Sunday evening. On
Monday through Wednesday evening the ser
vice time will be 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome to attend these services.
Bro. Marty Clevenger has a burden for the
meeting. The chapel is located at 5900 N. E. 23rd
St., Oklahoma City, OK. For further informa
tion contact Bro. Loren Busbee (405) 478-3860
or Bro. Galen Kelly (405) 424-8400.

So that we may plan the menus and secure
accommodations, please let us know if you plan
to attend. Also, please let us know if you will be
making your own accommodations.
Expenses for the meeting will be met on a
freewill basis. Sis. Brenda Wilkins, the Okla
homa State Treasurer, has agreed to help with
securing accommodations for those in atten
dance. Please let her know, at your earliest
convenience, if you plan on attending.

Offerings for the meeting may be sent to Sis.
Brenda Wilkins, 1023 E. Prairie Grove, Guthrie,
OK 73044. Phone (405) 282-0566. Pastor's phone
(405) 260-8822.

-Bro. Stanley Dickson

NOTICE TO MINISTERS
I have a burden for a teaching session
during the General Ministers' Meeting to be held

GENERAL MINISTERS' MEETING
A general ministers' meeting of the Church
of God has been planned for March, 2006 in
Guthrte, OK. The purpose of the meeting is for
prayer, teaching and edification of the ministers
and their spouses.

in March to give advice and share experiences
about gospel work in the foreign lands. Any
ministers who have experience in mission work
are invited to participate. Please make contact
with me at l-e-wilson@msn.com.
-Bro. Ed Wilson

FAITH AND VICTORY

Page Eight

February 2006

the work of the Lord. I am starting to make quilts

ENTERPRISE, AL, SPRING SINGING
The Church of God congregation at the
Enterprise Community near Warrior, ALis plan
ning a singing March 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the
chapel. Activities and a couple of sessions vlill
begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning at the
park in Hanceville, which is the same place as
last year. On the following day, March 26, there
will be dinner on the grounds with services at

and I needed a portable machine to take to the
class at Sis. Jeanne Hill's. Since I have a good
machine at home, I found it hard to spend a
large amount on one that I would just carry
along with me. I was praying about it and looked
in the ads in the paper and called about one
advertised. I decided to go look at it. On the way
I felt impressed to go by a thrift store I knew
about. When I got there they had two portable

10:00 a.m. and 2:00p.m. Everyone is welcome.

machines. I chose the cheaper of the two and

The chapel is located approximately two miles

paid only $6.98 for it. I brought it home, gave it

west of Interstate 65 at exit number 289. For

a good cleaning and it sews very well. I told the

further information please contact Bro. Roy

Lord last night that the rest was His. How I

Herron at (205) 647-7869 or Bro. Marshall

worship the Lord for all of His goodness to me.

Whitson at (205) 647-6325.

I just feel spoiled by Him at times.
May God continue to prosper the printing

•91011ec·

work for His cause and reward you for the

I£17ERS
FROH
OUR
READERS

sacrifices you make to keep the Word going out
to all who will receive it.
Yours for the service of God,
-sis. LaVema Probst
AR-We send greetings to all at the Print
Shop. The Lord is helping us day by day and we
thank everyone for their prayers for us. We do

AL--Dear Bro. Willie and Sis. Neta: Greet
ings to you in the precious name of Jesus. The
Lord has been so good to us. Everywhere I look
I see His blessings. Sometimes we have to stop
and listen to be able to receive what the Lord has
for us. We can get so busy doing good things in
this life that we miss some sweet blessings He
has in store for us. Remember us in prayer.
Christian love,

-Sis. Betty Herron

MO-Dear Bro. Willie and Sis. Neta: I
have been meditating on the scripture, "0 the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable

are

his

judgments, and his ways past finding out!"
When I got saved, as a teenager, I started
digging ln the "gold mine" of God's truths and
ways. I have had to dig out many rocks of my
own ways and thinking but each time I get rid of
selfi find a "nugget of gold"past anything I could
have if I would have clung to my way or under
standing. This is a job that I can't retire from
until I draw my last breath or I will lose the
"gold" I have already received.
The Lord was so gracious to me yesterday to

love the Lord for all He has done for us.
With love to all.

-Bro. Roy Harmon

MO-Dear Bro. Willie and Sis. Neta: I have
been challenged with the scripture where Jesus
saw Nathaniel and said, "...Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!" Thank the Lord
that I can now be a spiritual Israelite through
the blood of Jesus. The Israelites were God's
chosen people and we too are "...a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood ..."
One of the meanings of the word guile is
deceit. Can Jesus look at me as one of His
chosen generation and say, "Here is a child of
Mine in ·whom is no guile. She has no deceitful
ness in her and she, in singleness of heart, is
serving Me. She's not saying she loves Me and
serving the devil with her actions. She knows in
Whom she has believed and won't allow the
devil to plant seeds of unbelief in her heart." I
desire prayer that I will be an Israelite indeed in
whom is no guile.
Christian love,

---8is. Anita Adams

OK-Dear Bro. Willie and Sis. Neta: Greet
ings in the name of Jesus, the One that loved us

save me an amount of money on a portable

and washed us from our sins in His own blood.

sewing machine and I felt I just had to give it to

He loved us while we were yet sinners but since
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He washed us in His blood He loves us even

I would like to thank the Lord for taking

more. The scripture says, "We love him, because

special care of me this past year. God sees when

he first loved us." I John 4:19. This brings us

we don't. At least three times I could have been

into full fellowship with Him. "Whosoever shall

taken into eternity. Thank God for sparing my

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God

life.

dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have

One young man just missed hitting my car

known and believed the love that God hath to

by only a few feet. He was going so fast. Thank

us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love

God he missed me. The second time I was on my

dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our

way to prayer meeting at a sister's house. An

love made perfect. that we may have boldness in

other sister was right behind me. I looked and

the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we

saw nothing coming but a huge semi truck and

in this world." I John 4:15-17.

trailer was coming. The sister behind me called,

I was glad for the prtviledge of attending
some of the Guthrie Assembly Meeting. I re
ceived much good.
Your brother is Christ,

-T.V. McMillian

LA-Dear Saints: Thank the Lord for His
great mercy to me. A grass fire, with its flames
and smoke, came to within 15 feet of my home.
The Lord stood by my home and kept it off my
home. I had dedicated my home and car to the
Lord for years.
Christian love,

-8is. Patsy Doolittle

CA-Greetings in Jesus' dear name. I am so
thankful to see this New Year of 2006. I thank
the Lord for taking care of me in 2005. I had a
serious nervous attack in February of 2005. I
was quiet and still all of March, I went to church
only. Early in May I was much better so a sister
and I were discussing that we would love to go
to the Monark Camp Meeting. God inspired our
faith and we went. I had missed 2003 and 2004.
God blessed me to go to six meetings in 2005. He
blessed my soul.
I am so thankful God is everything to me. He
is my Savior, Sanctifier. Keeper and my Healer.
I tell Him, "Lord, I'm so thankful You are my
Master Physician." Many get sick and they have
to call in a specialist. I'm so happy, my Master
is never too busy to take my call. He's never on
vacation. I never get a busy signal and I heard
in our meeting last week, we never get a re
corder, "Leave a message, I11 get back to you."
Oh, Glory to God for what a Savior we have!
He never sleeps nor slumbers. We have an old
enemy that never sleeps nor slumbers either.
Old satan, he's always there to whisper to you,
"See, this is your time to go." I say, "I rebuke you
satan! When I go sweeping through the pearly
gates you can't get in." Thank God! That's as far
as he can go.

"Lord bless her." It missed me by feet. It scared
me so bad because I had looked. The Lord
impressed me then to make sure I go to a traffic
light and I have started doing that. God saw me
through that one.
Miracles do happen. I was on my way to the
train station. A passenger train passed by and
there were no bells or whistles going. There were
no guard rails, so I started to cross the tracks.
I saw one light flash, but I was on the tracks by
then. Just as I got off, a freight train shot by. I
thought, "'Oh God, Your angel was with me."
You may think that was just carelessness but
there was not anything to let me know another
train was coming. I was shaking all over, thank
ing God. Then the Lord made me know that,
light or no light, He is there. He saw the train
that I didn't see, He knew there were no bells
and guardrail, but His mercy was with me.
Bless His Holy name. I realize I can't take care
of myself. I'm wholly trusting Him to care for me.
Some may say, "You were just careless" but God
has blessed me every time I left my house. Lord,
You can see danger that I don't see. He said,
"'The angel of the LORD encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them." I have
proved that to be so. I can sing the song, "I'll Not
Be Afraid." I'm trusting God every step of the
way. A family composed a song that says, "Oh,
Lord God, there is no God like You." I've found
it to be so.
I don't make New Year's resolutions, but I
did request, "Lord, I heard three messages this
winter about having the Holy Spirit-that is my
request for 2006 and as long as I live."
Pray for me,

-8is. Naomi Jennings

OK-Dear Saints: We would like to thank
the Lord for His mercy to us in the birth of our
son last November. Upon arriving at the hospi
tal for the delivery, we found out Katrina's blood

Page Ten

February 2008

FAITH AND VICTORY

pressure was dangerously high stemming from,

I thank God for the prayers of all the dear

as we later found out, complications that we

saints, the cards and phone calls. Surely there

were unaware existed. As soon as we had oppor
tunity we went to prayer. The Lord undertook
and shortly afterwards her blood pressure low
ered somewhat. That was the first of what was
to be a series of Divine answers to prayer for
which we praise Him.
Without disclosing here the details of the
crisis, it may suffice to say the medical staff was
very al armed and wanted to respond as they are
trained to do. We responded as we have been
trained to do and began calling upon the Lord,
as well as His saints across the country, for
prayer. The picture presented before us was
very dark, as we were well informed of the
possible consequences and dangers to both
mother and child. During that period, her blood
pressure at times rose to over 240/105. More

is nothing anymore precious than God's people.
I love the Lord today and my greatest desire is to
love Him more and serve Him better each day.
As we aproach the new year, I want to draw

closer to Him and be ready for His coming. as I
believe it is so near. Keep praying for me. God
bless you all.
Christian love.

-5is. Helen Underdown

From Honduras...
Dear saints: Greetings of love in the pre
cious name of Jesus. It is with thanksgiving and
praise to God that we write to report the bless
ings of the Lord on the work in Honduras during
the year of 2005. We want to thank all of you
who have supported us with your prayers.
labors and contributions. Thank the Lord for
you, and we trust Him to reward you.

than once, at very critical times, the Lord inter

From the beginning of the year unto the very

vened. Finally, after many hours, at a time when

end thereof, God was faithful to bless and to

it seemed we were at our wit's end, the Lord

enable us to make it through. He is fulfilling His

worked a miracle. We were so overwhelmed and

promise to help us as we trust Him one day at

amazed

a time.

to see His power extended in a way that

was a natural impossibility.

We had the privilege to work with a total of

Mter we were finally released and were able

approximately 45 children in the church school

to return home, there arose yet again complica

in Politilly Bight, and with more than 40 chil

tions that seemed to indicate the possibility of

dren in the Spanish public school in Oak Ridge.

an impending stroke. Whether this would have

We thank the Lord for the eagerness most of

been the outcome or not, the Lord again under
took for us. The devil was right there to try to
bring fears, yet, as He has promised, the Lord
never left nor forsook us. We have been over
whelmed to hear of all the prayers of the Saints
on our behalf during this time. Thank you so
much-we love you each one. We are so thank
ful for the mercy of the Lord, and the wonderful
gift of a precious, healthy baby. Surely, He is
worthy of our trust. Yours in His service,
-Bro. Clint and Sis. Katrina Doolittle
OH-Dear ones in Christ: As we near the end
of another year, I have so much to be thankful
for and am still praising God for His mercy on
me for sparing my life in the awful automobile
accident which I had last April.
First of all I can thank Him for the lessons I
have learned and His precious presence that I
felt from time to time. I praise God today for the
grace He gave and for the victory I still have

these students have to attend school and to
learn. We are trusting the Lord will help us to
know how to impress upon them the need to
love Him with all their hearts and to fear Him
and serve Him. Some of the students are pro
fessing salvation. It is also encouraging to see a
desire in some of the older students, as they
complete their schooling, to become a part of
our staff.
We thank the Lord for the new building
addition project. We appreciate all of you who
have had a part in what has been accomplished
thus far. The addition to the school, when
completed, will enable us to have space to
accommodate the few computers that have been
donated in the past. We may be able also to
enroll more students and thereby eliminate the
need for a waiting list.
The saints in Honduras are encouraged to
serve the Lord. A few of their children have given
their hearts to the Lord recently. A young brother;

today. I am now able to walk with my cane and

who has been saved for a few years, has felt a
leading to preach the Gospel. It is very encour

a little bit without the cane.

aging to watch them grow.

FAITH AND VICTORY

February. 2006

Page Eleven

Last sununer we had the opportunity to go

There were 17 people that attended from

out and hand out literature with the young

Meghalaya state. which is one of the north

people and some of the saints. We went to a few

eastern states in India. Meghalaya is far away

places on the island and also to the mainland.

from our state and they traveled four days and

So many of the people there seem to be hunger
ing for the gospel. Lord help us all to be faithful
to do what we can for Him and to not become
weary in well doing. Please pray for us that we
will be diligent to move as the Lord leads.
Christian love.

-sis. Judy 1repagnier

2006-Dear

Bro. Willie

Murphey: By the grace of God, our 41st General
Convention ended with many spiritual bless
ings and victories. The attendance was very
good and the messages were very challenging
and rich to satisfy the souls. Ten people were
baptized. Bro. Ed and Sis. Roberta Wilson, Bro.
Nick and Sis. Kyra Probst from the USA at
tended our convention this year. Bro. Ed Wilson
preached very good messages in the conven
tion. We enjoyed the blessings through their
presence.

us visited them last year and we have a church
there now. All went back home soon after the
convention.
Bible studies, morning services. night meet
ings. baptism service, ministers' meeting, ordi
nation service, ordinance service, C.G.Y.A. (Youth

From India ...
January 31,

nights by passenger train to reach here. Some of

Association) meetings, etc. were real good ser
vices. We appreciate the prayers of the saints for
the blessings of our convention this year. Please
continue to remember our efforts for the growth
of the kingdom of God in India in your prayers.
Yours in Him,

-Bro. John Varghese

INDIA MEETING REPORT
On January 7, 2006 Bro. Ed and Sis. Roberta
Wilson and Bro. Nick and Sis. Kyra Probst left
the U.S. to attend the 4P1 National Church of
God Convention in Kerala, India. Our travel

Children from the Church of God Orphanage in India. Photo taken in Bro. Varghese's front yard.
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time was approximately 40 hours each way, and
we are thankful to God for His protection. While
on the flight from Singapore to Cochin, India
our mission began with a blessing when a young
man approachedBro. Nick and began to ques
tion him about salvation. Before the flight
touched down the young man had repented,
accepted Chrtst, and exchanged contact infor
mation.
The meeting was January 9 to 15th, with
approximately 500 in attendance. Two services
were held each day-morningBible study and
night preaching. There was also an Ordinance
service, Ordination service and Baptism and
Ministers' Meeting.
On several occasions, we were also able to

Doyle Glenn LaCroix, Sr. was born on

visit with the local pastors and visiting minis

February 8, 1940 in Jena, LA to Felix McCager

ters individually and were encouraged to find

and Viva Masters LaCroix. He passed away on

them all committed to spreading the sound

December 23, 2005 at his home in Loranger, LA.

gospel of Jesus Chrtst and the doctrines taught
in the Scriptures.
On Sunday, several people were baptized
and later gave their personal testimonies of
what led them to receive Jesus Chrtst. One
testimony was by a woman who was a Hindu.
She was diagnosed with an incurable disease so
she decided to pray to the "Chrtstian" God for
healing. God healed her and she accepted Him
as her Savior and became a Chrtstian.
We were also able to meet the orphan chil
dren and their caregivers. There are 19 boys and
1 girl currently in the orphanage. They were
delighted with the little toys we were able to give
to them which were provided with pennies
saved by the children from the U.S.
We are thankful to Bro. John and Sis. Sarah

Doyle was married to Cynthia Miller on July 1,
1959, and to this union five children were
born-two sons and three daughters. Doyle
gave his heart to the Lord at an early age and
kept a love for God and the Church of God all
down through the years. Even though he did
expertence some severe suffertng, he kept his
faith fixed on God, trusting Him even to death.
Doyle is survived by his wife, Cynthia, of the
home; two sons, Doyle Glenn, Jr. and wife,
Karen, of Loranger, LA and Mark G. LaCroix and
wife, Martha, of Jasper AL; three daughters,
Sonja Coleen Wall and Tod of Oklahoma City,
OK; Kimberly Hope Palermo and Ken of Pearland,
TX and Alicia Janell Champlin and Chad of
Amite, LA. He is also survived by his mother,

Varghese and Bro. Biju and Sis. Mincy Varghese

Viva M. Chavellier, of Hammond, LA; one sister,

for the wonderful hospitality shown to us.

Audrey Camille Island of Oklahoma City, OK;

We want to thank each of you for your

his step-mother, Wannie Mae LaCroix of Jena,

prayers and financial support. We are reminded

LA, and two step-sisters, JoyBradford of Trout,

of this verse of song.
When taking his word to the lost ones,
It is not a gift we bestow:
By working and praying and giving,
We pay but the debt that we owe.
If millions are lost at the judgment,
Their crtes shall our conscience upbraid,
Because when their souls we could rescue,
Our debt unto them was not paid.

LA and Willie Farris ofBoyse, LA; eight grand
children and two great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his father, Felix
M. LaCroix and one great-grandchild. Doyle will
be missed by a host of relatives and frtends.
Services were conducted at the Oak Grove
Church of God in Loranger, LA byBro. Michael
Williamson with interment in the church cem
etery.

They perish, they perish,
Yet Jesus to save them has died.
Go pay them the debt that we owe them,
Those souls who in darkness abide.
-Submitted byBro. Nick and Sis. Kyra Probst

Note ofThanks
As the family of Doyle LaCroix, Sr., we would
like to express our appreciation to everyone for
all of the love shown to us durtng and after
Doyle's illness.
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We feel unworthy of the great outpouring of

rest of morning service and lived happily ever

calls, cards, food, offerings, flowers and prayers

after for 41 years until her death on September

that we have received. May God bless each one

14, 1982.

for your love and your generosity. Please, keep
praying for us as this has been a very hard time
for all of us as Doyle's illness was so brief.
-Cynthia, Glenn. Mark, Sonja, Hope, Janell
and families.

Irma Catherine Shaffer was born June 9,
1925 to Wiley and Lillie Ora Shoemaker of
Louin. MS. She graduated from Antioch High
School. On October 16. 1948. she was united in
marriage to Heber Shaffer. They resided in OKC
until 1990 when they moved to Guthrie. OK.
To this union they adopted one son, Carl
Ray, three Korean girls, Kimerly Saundra. twins
Karolyn Jeannette and Kathleen Annette. and
one son by birth, Craig Heber. She was preceded
in death by her parents, husband, Heber Shaffer;
four sisters. Lenora Shoemaker, Blanche Sa

When the Lord did not see fit to bless Hyrum
and Geneva with children by birth, He blessed
them with two adopted sons, John and Jesse,
whom they loved dearly. Hyrum and Geneva
were some of the "special people" in the world
who opened their home and hearts and cared
for many foster children over the years.
Hyrum was a talented

man

who was not

afraid to work. Over the years he worked on
several jobs, including such employment titles
as machinist for The Santa Fe Railroad, fuel
truck-delivery for the Oil Pipeline and building
engineer for The Oklahoma Publishing Com
pany, from which he retired in 1977.
Bro. Hyrum had a servant's heart. Not only
was he a genuine hero to some of the hurting
children in this world, many times he noticed

lem, Norma Butler and Gladys Smoot and two

those in need and donated groceries, furniture

grandsons. Darin Ray and Derick Lee Shaffer.

and money to help make their lives easier. In

She is survived by sons, Carl Ray and wife

addition to all of that. he generously gave of his

Rebecca Shaffer of Shawnee, OK; Craig Heber

time and labors to the Lord and His people for

and wife Deborah Shaffer of Guthrie, OK; Kim

many years. He truly lived by the words of

Shaffer ofEdmond, OK; KarolynMason of Guth

Jesus: "Freely ye have received, freely give," and

rie, OK; Kathleen Marshall of Oklahoma City,

whether it was with talents or finances, he

OK;

joyfully gave back to God.

five grandchildren, Cynthia Ann and

La.Donna Beth Shaffer, Christopher Norton,

On June 20, 1983, God saw fit to relieve

Tiffany Sheree and Corey Devon Shaffer of

Brother Hyrum's loneliness and he was married

Guthrte, OK; and a host of frtends and relatives.
She died January 12, 2006 at Cole's Rest Haven
Nursing Home.
Memorial services were held January 16 �t
Baggerley Funeral Home in Edmond, OK. They
were officiated by Bro. Stanley Dickson and Bro.
Leslie Busbee. Interment followed at Memorial
Park Cemetery in Oklahoma City, OK.

Hyrum George Ray was born on August 1,
1914, inMadisonville,Tennessee, toJohnHenry
Ray and Ollie Phillips. He passed away on
January 21, 2006, at his home in Guthrie at the
age of 91 years, 5 months and 20 days.
He gave his heart to the Lord in a little
cottage meeting in 1939 and went to work at the
Faith Publishing House soon after, where he
met his future wife, Geneva Bailey.
Hyrum and Anna Geneva Bailey were mar
ried by Bro. Willie Murphey before the Sunday
morning church service at the Church of God

to Thelma Busbee-in the same Church of God
chapel at 6th and Warner, right here in Guthrie.
This time Bro. Leslie Busbee performed the
wedding ceremony after the morning service,
and made it memorable and special for both
families when he said, "Do you, Mom, take Bro.
Hyrum . ?" Dad Hyrum and Thelma were blessed
.

.

with 13 years together until she was called
home on September 18, 1996.
Dad Hyrum was preceded in death by his
parents, two wives, Geneva and Thelma, one
sister, one great-granddaughter and one step
grandson. He is survived by his two children,
John and Lois of Guthrie, OK and Jesse and
Beverly of Guthrie, OK, seven grandchildren,
Ryan, Nicki, Todd, Andrea, Allen, Erick and
Cody, six step-children, Lawrence and Dorothy
Busbee of Woodward, OK, Leslie and Sylvia
Busbee ofEnid, OK, Leland and Barbara Busbee
of Lorena, TX. Loren and Maxine Busbee of

chapel at 6th and Warner on March 23, 1941.

Edmond, OK, Doris and Harley Bardel of Casa

After the wedding ceremony they stayed for the

Grande, AZ and Sandra and Rick Porter of
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Ponder, TX; two sisters, Mrujorte Haun and
husband Bill of Sweetwater, 'IN and Beverly
Bales and husband Charles of Knoxville, 'IN, 18
step-grandchildren and 39 step-great-grand
children and many other relatives and friends.

Note of Thanks
We would like to thank all of the Saints for
their love and support during the difficult days
following Dad's death. We have been truly over
whelmed by the flowers, plants and sympathy
cards that we have received. Dad has left a real

All Is Well
Wliats tliis tliat steals, tliat steals upon myframe?
Is it aeatli? Is it aeatli
rniat soon wi£{ quencli, wi£[quencli tliis mortalfCame?
Is it aeatli? Is it aeatli?
If tliis 6e aeatli, I soon s/ia{{ 6e
�rom everg pain atul sorrowfree.
I s/ia{( tlie IJ(ing ingCorg see!
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!

void, but he was so anxious to go to Heaven that

Weep not, myfrietuls. Myfrietuls, weep not for me.
-The Ray family .91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
My sins forgiven, forgiven! .!itna I amfree!
.91[{
is we{{t .91[{ is weca
rrlie 'Discipfe Witli rrlie rr'oofs In !){is !ffantf
�res not a cCoua tliat tfotli arise
�n I filar{ tliat fjotl fuui ca[(etl fjrantlpa 9lyrum to 9fu fwme,
fJ'o liitle my Jesusfrom my eyes.
Jll. satu 6egan to pfay insUlt, my mitu!
I soon s/ia{{ mount tlie upper s/(jes.
I saw multitwks of saints rejoice arountl fjotl's tlirOJU,
'l{.etfumetl ofa{( tfie nations of manfjntl.
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
'Eacli intli:vUlua£ 01U I saw was precious in J-6.s siglit;
fJ'une, tune your liarps ye saints on !iigli,
To everg 01U was given gifts to 6ring,
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
Jll.ccortling to tlie taknts fjotl fuui cliosen justfor !J{im,
I too wif{ strikf, my liarp witli equaCjoy,
Jll. special pface of service for tfie 9\ing.
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
Somt fuui trumpets fou£ to furaftl trutlis to fuatlien Canis.
13riglit angels arefromg{org come,
Somt, a silver pen to write :Jfu 'Word:
Jll.goftkn tongue of language was tfie poet's offering,
�y're 'rouna my 6etl, tliey're in my room,
Jll.ntl otfiers tauglit tfu young a6out tlie Lord:
�y wait to waft my spirit liome!
I lieara tfie fove{g musicfrom Cips tftat sang 9fu song;
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!

we would not begin to wish him back.

Somt raise{ voices efoquent in prayer.
Otliers sliOJU {� stars, for many souls tliat tliey fuui won,
�y preacliing gospef messages sofair.

�ut tliere were tliose wlio liatl no sifver pen, no goftfen tongue;
'Wiio af.so gfeametl witli gfoty 6riglit am{ grantl
Jll.mong tfiefaitlifuf, cliosen, tliscipfes of tlie Lortl'1>iscipfes witli tlieir toofs in tlieir lianis.
Sucli was fjrantlpa, tru{g cafktl antlfaitliful at liis post.

?{ot efoquent in prayer nor 6fessetl witli song

J-6.s time was spent in tloing liartl antllium6k task§
!For saints antl sinturs 6otli-lie fa6oretl fong.
J-6.s gift was fu(ping, giving time antl means to OJU antl a{{
:He souglit no eart/i{yfame orgreat reward:

'Wiiere fu coultlfintl a person wlio liatl a special tuetl,
:He gave witli a{(liis fuart, as to tlie Lord:

Jll.n tl so fu sliines witli a{( wlio gave tlieir gifts 6acf(to tlie Lor{;

!1-tu gift may not liave seemetl to a{{ so grand:

�ut everUz.sting g{org wi{[ 6e given to tlie 01U
'Wiio serve{!Him witli tlie toofs in liis liantl.
-Sis. Jll.ngefa fje{{tn6ecl(

!J{ar(<f !J{ar{<f My Lora! My Lora ana Masters voice
Cal{s away, calfs away!
I soon s/ia{{ see-enjoy my liappy clioice.
wliy aeCay? wliy aeCay?
�arewe{{, myfriencls, atlieu, atlieu,
I can no Conger stay witli you.
!Myguttering crown appears in view!
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
!J{ai£, fiai{f .91[{ liai£, a£[ fiai{f ye 6Cooa-'UJasliea tlirong,
Save{ 6ygrace, save{ 6ygrace!
I've come to join, to join your rapturous song:
"Savea 6ygrace, save{ 6ygrace!"
.91[{, a[{ is peace ana joy tfivine,
;Ina !J{eaven ana f.jCorg now are mine/
Lout! /ia{{e{uja/i.s to tlie Lam6!
.91[{ is we{{! .91[{ is we{{!
-Sis Jeanne 'Ecfc.
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Rewarding Attributes of a Godly Nation
(Continued from page 3.)
He nodded his head so I continued, WDo you
remember if you gave me back a twenty dollar
bill? I believe I failed to get my change back."

Page Fifteen

In Psalm 85:9-10, we read: "Surely his sal
vation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may
dwell in our land. Mercy and truth are met
together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other." Mercy and 'I'Iuth married and lived
(kissed)

happily ever after. Talk about a love

WYou're right-! didn't give you back your

story built on respect! Honest communication

change." he replied as he started walking to

in a marriage is a top priority for harmony and
love in a home. When righteous attributes are in

ward the register. He apologized for the over
sight and I apologized for being so, well, igno
rant to not catch the error before I had left the
register.
I walked out of that store thanking God for
His mercy and that the young man was honest.
Sometimes all we hear and read about is trouble.
crime and dishonesty. It is refreshing to know
that within our community there are still people
who respect what is honestly someone else's. I
am thankful to live in a country founded on
Christian values.
Remember the story of honest Abe who
walked several miles to return a few cents that

homes, the community has a good foundation.
Families build communities; communities build
cities; cities build states; states build the na
tion. When these Godly attributes of honesty,
mercy,love and peace are forsaken in the homes
the nation becomes destitute.
Pray for our country that we might lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty. (I Timothy 2: 1-2.)
We need God
fearing leaders in every level of government.
Parents must seek guidance in raising the chil
dren God has given them. The communities
that we live within need to keep honest respect

weren't his? The American penny has Abraham

for each other.
Who knows-some day you may need an

Lincoln's image on it because of this account.

honest clerk to return twenty dollars to you.

The inscription, "IN GOD WE TRUST," is above
his head. This inscription was placed on our
coinage after he signed it into law on April 22.
1864. Lincoln's mother encouraged him to read
the Bible and he surely believed the scripture:
WProviding for honest things, not only in the
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men."
(II Corinthians 8:21.) What a challenge to live
by!

--

We have many stories of God's mercy in
American history. During the birth of our na
tion. General Washington's troops suffered much
during the bitter winter months of 1777-78. He
never left his men but stayed in the camp to
encourage them. In his daily prayers, he asked
for God's mercy on his men. He was rewarded
when reinforcement came and they were able to
move forward. "Blessed is the nation whose God
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is the Lord. and the people whom he hath

City

chosen for his own inheritance." (Psalm 33: 12.)

Phone

Later, in 1782, when some people thought
George Washington should become king over
the United States. he strongly disagreed and
protested verbally and in written letters. It was
the sovereign mercy of the Great Creator who
had helped the young nation gain indepen
dence. In honest humility. George Washington
believed no human should wear a crown and
claim the glory. His Biblical convictions in gov
ernmental matters greatly shaped the founda
tion of the United States of America.
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The Power Of A Living Bible
Nowhere is it more true than in the Christian

for some time, till he was thoroughly satisfied

life that actions speak louder than words. A

that it was a real change that had taken place in

young man had become an infidel, and would

her and not just a front. Then he asked her what

no longer read the printed Bible, but he could

had caused this great change. She told him it

not help seeing the fruits of faith in the life of

was the grace of God which had made her a

another.

Christian and had changed her heart.

In his father's house a young lady resided

He said to himself, "I don't believe that God

who was a relative of the family. Her fretful

has anything to do with it, though she thinks He

temper made all around her uncomfortable.

has. But it is a wonderful change that has taken

She went away to school and was absent for

place in her, and I should like to be as good as

some time. While she was gone she became a

she is. I will be so." Then he formed a set of good

true and earnest Christian. On her return she

resolutions. He tried to control his tongue and

was so changed that all who knew her wondered

his temper and kept a strict watch over himself.

and rejoiced. She was patient and cheerful.

He was all the time doing and saying what he did

kind, unselfish and charitable. Her lips that

not wish to do and say. And, as he failed time

used to be always uttering cross and bitter

after time, he would tum and study his good

words now spoke nothing but sweet, gentle.

cousin's example. He would read this living

loving words. Her infidel cousin, George, was

Bible, and her true godly sincerity that spoke

greatly surprised at this. He watched her closely

out in strong words. something deeper than he
had found in just making a set of severe rules for
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have some help that I dcin't know of. It must be
as she says, the help of God. I will seek that
help." He went into his bedroom and prayed to
that God whose very existence he had denied.
He prayed earnestly and sincerely. God heard
him, helped him and he became a Christian. He
was "born again" and from that day lived ac
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Once and only once I pass;

If a kindness I may show,
If a good deed I may do
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To a suffering fellow man,
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I shall not pass this way again
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Let me do it while I can.
No delay, for it is plain
-Author unknown

