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I am the new year, and I come to you
pure and unstained,
Fresh from the hand of God.
Each day, a precious pearl to you is
given
That you must string upon the silver
____________ thread of Life.____________
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Once strung can never be unthreaded
but stays
An undying record of your faith and skill.
Each golden minute link you then must
weld into the chain of hours
That is no stronger than its weakest
link.
Into your hands is given all the wealth
and power
To make your life just what you will.
I give to you, free and unstinted, twelve
glorious months
Of soothing rain and sunshine golden;
The days for work and rest,
the nights for peaceful slumber.
All that I have I give with love
unspoken.
All that I ask— you keep the faith
unbroken!
— J. D. Templeton
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H ave Faith in G o d "
By Sis. Brenda W ilkins
If God had to tell us to have
faith in God, (Mark 11:22) that
meant it wouldn’t come as a
natural course o f life. He in
structs us to believe in Him,
and He promises blessings if
we will.
My first thought on having
faith in God was about salva
tion, everyday problems and
divine heeding. God so gently
seemed to say, “No, my child, it
goes much further. It is faith
for your unanswered prayers;
faith to trust Me with them. It is
faith for the places in life that
seem so foolish to maintain
faith in; those perplexing, irri
tating things.” When it seems
that God is not there, and the
devil would have you believe
that you are ju st trusting in an
idea that has been passed down
to you, have faith In God!
In the 7th chapter o f St.
John, there is an example that
lets us know it takes pressing
to believe God. Some o f Christ’s
disciples who walked w ith Him
turned away at His difficult
sayings. There were things they
ju st couldn’t comprehend so
they walked no more w ith Him.
When life doesn’t make sense,
and when it is hard to under
stand that “...This is the way
w alk ye in it,...” Isa. 30:21,
then, have faith in God.
God knew hard times would
come. He said, “.. .when the Son
o f man cometh, shall he find

faith on the earth?” Luke 18:8.
Christ gave us the example o f
the faithful stewards, remind
ing us we would grow weary
waiting for Him to come, but
come He would and with His
reward according to our fidelity
in Him. (Luke 12:36-48.) There
is an end and the rewards are
promised.
I love the words o f Peter
when Jesus asked the twelve,
“...W ill ye also go away?” John
6:67. Peter answered, “...Lord,
to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words o f eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that
thou art that Christ, the Son o f
the living God.” John 6:68-69.
There is no one else to turn to
other than Christ and God, and
we must have faith in God!
It is encouraging to read of
the faith o f the three in Daniel
3:17-18. “If it be so, our God
whom we serve is able to de
liver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he w ill deliver us
out o f thine hand, O king. But
if not, be it known unto thee, O
king, that we w ill not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.”
While reading and m editat
ing on the examples God took
the time to place in the Bible, it
made me aware o f a greater
faith, a deeper faith that He
desires us to maintain; faith
beyond human reasoning—ab
solute trust. God’s command

has become a sweeter, softer
command, something I have
desired so much.
I also thought o f how God
said His promises are new ev
ery morning. They are not “old
s tu ff given to His people thou
sands o f years ago, but are upto-date, new this m orning for
you and me.
“For this God is our God for
ever and ever: he w ill be our
guide even unto death.” Psa.
48:14.
“And they that know thy
name w ill put their trust in
thee: for thou, Lord, hast not
forsaken them that seek thee.”
Psa. 9:10.
‘W hen the poor and needy
seek water, and there is none,
and their tongue faileth for
thirst, I the Lord w ill hear them,
I the God o f Israel w ill not for
sake them ." Isa. 41:17.
Another promise that has
been so precious to me is in
John 13:7. “Jesus answered
and said unto him, W hat I do
thou knowest not now; but thou
shalt know hereafter.” Have
faith in God. He knows ju st
what He is doing, and someday
we w ill too. That is a promise!
Be encouraged! Has your
battle been long, hard, and
som ething you can’t under
stand? God understands!
Surely we are working for a
wonderful crown. Hold fast to
God’s promises!

R U ON E?
By Sis. Connie Sorrell
How many o f us would like to start out on a
trip with our gas gauge on “E”? Have you ever
run out o f gas and had to walk to the nearest
station to buy a can and some gas? I think we
would all agree that it is wise to have plenty in
the tank before we take o ff down an interstate

highway. Very often we w ill check the gas gauge
when on a trip to make sure we have enough to
get where we are going.
Let’s apply this spiritually. A t birth, each o f
us begins a journey toward eternity. Before us
are two places and we choose the direction w e
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will go. Surely no one wants to go to hell, a
lake o f fire and torment. It is a downward
slope and a person naturally falls that way
because the force o f evil gravity in our society
draws our carnal nature that way. (Romans
3:23.)
W hen a person realizes he is racing down
the broad way o f sin, he needs to slam on his
brakes, turn completely around, and begin
the upward climb to Heaven, a place o f rest
and happiness— G od’s dwelling place. It takes
effort and “grace” to accelerate upward. If our
spiritual “grace” gauge is on “E” for very long,
we will lose m omentum and possibly back
slide. Therefore, we need to check our fuel
gauge and see if we are low on any
o f these graces.
F A IT H : “...Without faith it is
impossible to please him;...” He
brews 11:6. The entire plan of
salvation relies on our faith in
God, His Son, His Word and the
Holy Spirit. W e must have faith in
the blood o f Jesus that it will wash
away our sins. W e must believe
God’s Holy Spirit abides within
the sanctified soul and He has
promised to never leave us nor
forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5.) We
must have faith, never wavering, when we
pray because His W ord tells us to come boldly
unto the throne o f grace that we may obtain
mercy. (Hebrews 4:16.) Also, Jesus said,
“...ask, and it shall be given you;...” Matthew
7:7. He promised to supply our needs when
we ask in His name, and little seeds o f faith
can move mountains o f obstacles.
Faith nurtures confidence and together
they deepen into trust. God wants us to daily
trust Him. W hether we prosper or suffer
adversity, God desires us to have faith in Him
and trust His wisdom in guiding us.
HOPE: “W hich hope we have as an anchor
o f the soul, both sure and stedfast,...” He
brews 6:19. Through the grace o f hope, we see
Jesus with arms outstretched and heaven
waiting for us. Hope gives a saint victory over
depression and a martyr courage to face
torture and death at the hands of a persecu
tor. Rem em ber Stephen and the vision he had
as he was being stoned to death? (Acts 7:56.)
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W ithout a hopeful vision o f heaven, we can
disappoint ourselves and the Lord when physi
cal suffering comes our way. There is hope in
the promises o f God’s W ord for every crisis,
trial, trouble or affliction that we m ay face on
life’s journey.
When we have a stedfast hope, peace
nestles in our heart and jo y bubbles in our
soul. It is divine peace and jo y that the world
cannot give. This unspeakable jo y will show
on our faces and attract others to Jesus
Christ. He alone can light the joyfu l hope
within the soul that will brighten life, attract
others to Him self and give us victory over
death.
LOVE: “Charity suffereth long,
and is kind;...” All through the chap
ter of I Corinthians 13 we read about
love and its attributes. W e m ay have
faith to move mountains and eter
nal hope encouraging us to give our
bodies to be burned, but if we do not
have charity, (love) it profits us noth
ing. God is love, (I John 4:8) and if
we have His Holy Spirit within us,
we will have love for others. His
divine love causes us to have mercy
and forgiveness when we are treated
wrongly— even turning the other
cheek if need be. (Matthew 5:39-48.) Love
does not envy, but instead it prefers another
in honor. (Romans 12:10.) The spirit o f divine
love is not proud and boastful but it is meek
and humble, willing to serve others in the
same manner Jesus did when He was in His
fleshly body.
If we love God with all o f our heart, soul,
mind and strength, and if we love others as
ourselves, then we will obey the Ten Com
mandments . Thus sin will not be in our hearts
and we will be welcomed into heaven.
The journey to heaven is plain and simple,
but it takes determ ination on our part.
Through the tunnels, in the valleys and around
the curves o f life we must have these “graces”
to keep going onward and upward. If you find
yourself spiritually parked along the Heav
enly Highway, check your “grace” gauge and
see if u-r-on-E. If so, go to Jesus Christ who
has plenteous grace for every need and let
Him fill you up.
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tion for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus prayed as
recorded in John 17:21, and manifested by the apostles and
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Its motto: Have faith in God. Its object: The glory of God and
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Through the Free Literature Fund thousands of gospel
tracts are published and sent out free o f charge as the Lord
supplies. Cooperation o f our readers is solicited, and will be
appreciated in any w ay as the Bible and the Holy Spirit teach
you to do or stir your heart. "Freely ye have received, freely
give." Read Ex. 25:2; I Chron. 29:9; II Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.
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received as from the Lord. Checks and money orders should be
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Janus, the Roman god, from whom we
derive the w ord “January, ” was known as “the
deity o f good beginnings.” The tem ple o f Janus
in Rome, built on an east-west line, w here the
day begins and ends, featured the fam ous twofaced statue, w ith the young countenance o f
Janus looking east and the old one looking
west.
A t this juncture in tim e, it also would be
w ell for us to look both forward and backward.
W e do not look backward w ith a desire to
return to the past, or to allow our insufficien
cies to be a hindrance to us, bu t for the
purpose o f counting our blessings and learn
ing from our failures. By looking to the past, we
are infused w ith inspiration to conquer the
future.
This past year has been one o f great change
in our personal lives, as w ell as here at the
Print Shop. W e consider changes w hich come
as opportunities for the Lord to open up new
fields o f service. Many battles have been won
through prayer, and blessings have come
through need. W e thank God for everything we
have experienced, and eagerly aw ait w hat He
has for us in 1997.
The progress m ade in publishing the gos
pel this year is largely due to a host o f people
who love the Lord. Those supporting the pub
lishing efforts w ith their freew ill offerings have
been instrum ents in God’s hands to keep the
w ork afloat.
W e are grateful for those who have faith
fully sent m onthly offerings w ith no expecta
tion for publicity and those who have enclosed
paym ent above the price o f the books they
purchase. This greatly helps in subsidizing the
printing cost. These are Christians who truly
have a burden to see the w ork o f God increase.
They are quietly perform ing the w ork the Lord
has given them to do as m em bers in His body,
and they w ill receive their reward in that final
day o f reckoning.
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I also w ant to thank the workers who are
laboring here in the Print Shop. This is not a
high paying pursuit, and at tim es requires
long hours. M ay God give you an extra out
pouring o f grace and personal blessings be
cause o f you r dedication.
W ould you like to see the Church grow in
1997? This is possible. Let us seek a greater
m easure o f the H oly Spirit, and w ork together
so this can be our testim ony one year from
now.
W e w ould like to offer warm w ishes o f
support to Bro. Jam es and Sis. Carol Jantz,
who have m oved from C alifornia to Shawnee,
Oklahom a, to help in the adm inistration o f the
Golden Rule Home. Bro. D enUl Sm ith, the
present adm inistrator, has battled health prob
lem s for som e tim e and felt a change was in
order. Bro. D errill dedicated him self to the
oversight o f the Home for several years, and I
am sure he w ould appreciate the prayers o f the
saints. A lso pray for God’s wisdom and bless
ing o f grace to be upon Bro. Jam es and Sis.
Carol as they shoulder this great responsibil
ity.
M uch progress has been m ade on the new
Print Shop building in sheet rocking the inside
walls, electrical, plum bing and heating and air
duct work. A s soon as the w eather m oderates,
the taping and bedding o f the sheet rock w ill be
done. Thanks for your continued support,
w hich w e need in order to see this project
finished.
W e still have in stock a supply o f 1997 w all
calendars and yearbooks for both the 1996
Fatih and Victory and The Beautiful Way. The
calendars sell for $3.00 each, w hich includes
postage and handling. The Fatih and Victory
yearbook, postpaid, is $2.25, and TheBeautiju l Way yearbook, is $1.90 postpaid.
In stock at this office are m ore than 350
different titles o f gospel tracts. You m ay w rite
for a free 4-ounce sam ple to read and pass on,
or to enclose in you r letters. One gospel tract
could result in the salvation o f m any souls.
W e also stock a num ber o f books. A partial
list is printed in this Fatih and Victory.
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The January edition o f the Faith and Vic
tory is being m ailed before Christm as and
during the Oklahom a State Assem bly M eeting
here at Guthrie. Because o f this early printing
there are not as m any letters as usual.
W e trust everyone w ill have a safe and
blessed Christm as and New Y ear holiday, and
as the Lord tarries His coming, w e w ill greet
you on the other side o f 1997.
—W ayne M urphey

Partial List of Items Available
Adventures in the Land of Canaan by R. L.
Berry. An instructive allegory o f true-to-life expe
riences in the grace of sanctification. 128 pages in
paper cover. Price, $1.50.
A Hive of Busy Bees by Bffiie M. Williams. An
excellent book for children. 118 pages, bound in a
heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50.
A Sketch of My Life by H. B. Hall, relates his
experiences as a young man, his act of murder, his
prison life, conversion, release, gift o f healing,
experiences as a caretaker o f a senior citizen’s
home, and much more. It is an interesting story
that all will enjoy and contains 126 pages bound
in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50.
Stories of Home Folks by Mable Hale. Actual
incidents from real life. Paper cover, 160 pages.
Price, $2.00.
Birth of a Reformation—Life and Labors
of D. S. Warner by A. L. Byers. A reprint with
addition al pictu res o f p ion eer m inisters.
Clothbound, 496 pages. Price, $6.00.
The Gift of Tongues—What It Is and What It
Is Not by G. E. Harmon. 20-page booklet. 25$.
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book for children,
with beautiful colored pictures. 576 pages. Cloth
binding. Standard Edition, Price, $15.95.
The Holy Spirit and Other Spirits by D. O.
Teasley. 192 pages, paperbound. Price, $2.50.
What the Bible Teaches by F. G. Smith. A
reprint of the 1914 edition, containing 576 pages
in cloth binding. This is a book that should be in
every home. Price, $6.00.
Holy Spirit Baptism and the Second Cleans
ing by R. R. Byrum. Consists of 108 pages in a
heavy paper cover. Price, $1.00.
Just Mary by Effie Williams. A true story for
young people and older folks as well. 96 pages in
paper binding. Price, $1.00.
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A Religious Controversy by C. E. Orr. An 80page, paperbound book presenting truths in an
interesting manner. Price, $1.00.
The Redemption of Howard Gray by Charles
Naylor. True experience of a young man seeking
and finding the truth of God’s Word. Paperbound.
72 pages. Price, $1.00.
Food for Lambs by C. E. Orr. This book
contains 168 pages in a heavy paper cover. Price,
$ 2 . 00 .
Salvation Present, Perfect, Now or Never by
D. S. Warner. 63 pages, paperbound. Price, 75$.
God's Gracious Dealings by Fred and L. D.
Pruitt. This enlarged seventh edition is a history of
this gospel publishing ministry in the Church of
God for the past 60 years, as well as a record of the
work of the Church at large. Contains 496 pages,
including more than 100 pictures in a nice cloth
cover. Price, $5.50.
Harry the Newsboy and Other Stories by
Isabel Byrum. 32 pages in a heavy paper cover.
Price, 50$.
Heart Talks by C. W. Naylor. Consists of 59
chapters with a different subject treated in each
chapter. It contains 280 pages in a heavy paper
cover. Price, $3.00.
The Double Cure, or Redemption Twofold
by D. O. Teasley. This book should enlighten the
reader on the two works of grace, and correct the
thinking of those who deny the cleansing element
in sanctification. 160 pages of large print in a
heavy paper cover. Price, $2.00.
Man, His Present and Future by H. M. Riggle.
It deeds with man in his present state, between
death and the judgment and beyond the resurrec
tion in the eternal world. It would be invaluable as
a research book or for use in group studies. It
contains 206 pages with a heavy paper cover.
Price, $2.50.
Our Darlings’ Bible ABC Book by Isabel
Byrum. Any child who is just learning the letters
of the alphabet will enjoy this book. There is a
Bible story to go with each letter. It is bound in a
heavy paper cover and contains 64 pages. The
price is 50$.
Rays of Hope by D. O. Teasley. Encourage
ment to those accused by the Devil. 95 pages in
heavy paper cover. Price, $1.00.
The Battle of Armageddon by O. B. Wilson. A
clear exposition of this much misunderstood sub
ject. Price, 50$.
The Watchman on the W all by Wayne
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Murphey. An illustrated, 32-page book, which is
an allegorical story relating problems which Re
deemed experienced in fulfilling his job as a watch
man. It is bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, 50$.
The Revelation Explained by F. G. Smith.
Includes two large charts. 464 pages, clothbound.
Price, $6.00.
Winning a Crown by C. W. Naylor. This book
tells how to accept the plan of salvation and then
goes into detail on how to keep the victory in
everyday Christian living. It contains 368 pages in
an extra-heavy cover. Price, $4.00.
Paula, the Waldensianby Eva Lecomte. A 175
page book relating the touching story of a young
girl who went to live with her uncle who was
opposed to even the mention of God. Bound in a
heavy paper cover. Price, $2.50.
The Hero of Hill House by Mabel Hale. Avery
interesting and inspiring true story, this book
contains 224 pages in a heavy paper cover. Price
$3.00.
Must We Sin? by D. S. Warner. This 24-page
booklet records the supposed conversation be
tween Bro. Light and Bro. Foggy on the sin ques
tion. Price, 50$.
The Kingdom of God and the One Thousand
Year’s Reign by H. M. Riggle. 160 pages, paperbound. Price, $2.00.
Was the Devil Ever in Heaven? by O. B.
Wilson. Clear Bible answer in paper cover. 32
pages. Price, 50$.
Touching Incidents and Remarkable An
swers to Prayer. Children’s edition, many pic
tures, paper cover. 135 pages. Price, $1.50.
Personal Experiences of S. O. Susag was
written by himself, a Norwegian who had many
marvelous experiences and answers to prayer as
an early-day minister in the Church of God. 192
pages are bound in a heavy paper cover. Price,
$2.50.
Write for a complete list of other excellent
books in stock at this office and ready for
prompt delivery.
For postage and handling, add 90$ for the
first dollar and 9$ for each additional dollar of
total order.
Mail Orders to—
FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 518, Guthrie, OK 73044
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OH— Mary Vice needs prayer for sev
eral physical needs.
CA—“Please pray for me and my un
saved loved ones.”
— Ruth Donnelly
OK—Larry Eck has requested prayer
for some things in his life he is striving to
get victory over.
MO— “Please request prayer for me
and my family.”
— Hallie Pinkerton
CA—Sis. Doris Pihaylic needs urgent
prayer for some problems she is facing.
NC—Sis. Rhoda Blevins has requested
prayer that her body would be healed.
OK—“Tonight we had a call from Mr.
Whitehouse from Bartlesville, OK, desir
in g p ra y e r fo r h is dad, R ich a rd
Whitehouse, who has been diagnosed as
having colon cancer. Please help us pray
for him.”
— Bro. and Sis. Gordon Humphrey
................. .......

Devotions Still Needed
I would like to thank everyone who
has contributed a devotion for the devo
tional book that I am in the process of
assembling. All that have been received
are appreciated.
However, I would also like to urge
anyone who would still like to contribute
a devotion to send it in as soon as
possible. It should consist of approxi
mately 100 words and include a verse of
scripture that has meant something spe
cial to you.
Send you r devotion s to: 320 N. 2nd
St., Guthrie, OK 73044. — Connie Sorrell

Meeting Reports
Quotes from the General Southern
Assembly Meeting at Loranger, LA.
“I find it doesn’t seem very hard for a wife to
submit herself to her husband when he’s treat
ing her like he should.” —Bro. Mart Samons
“Jesus has entrusted into my hands His
business...Which one of us would have some
one work for us who wouldn’t handle our busi
ness just right, and cost us money, and still
keep him on the payroll?” —Bro. Louis Kimble
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“Your opinion can be so much a part of you
that when somebody attacks it, you think they
are attacking you.”
—Bro. Darrell Johnson
“We need to be single-minded in our dedica
tion to the Lord, and not worry about the other
man."
■—Bro. Bob Huskey
“Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance. Jesus’
blood cries out for mercy.” —Bro. T. V. McMillian
“(One said while dying) ‘My life has been like
a cigarette. Now its burned up, and I’m not going
to give God the butt end.’ (He died lost.) ”
—Bro. Emmett Gerald
‘Talk about a good lawyer! The devil builds
cases when there’s not even anything there!”
— Bro. Larry Abbott

temzs
0U£

FL—Dear Bro. Wayne: Enclosed please find
a check for the foreign missions. I would send
more if I were financially able. I pray for the
Church in other countries and also the mis
sionaries. I love to read their reports and that
the Church in different places is doing so well.
May God bless you all for the wonderful
work you are doing.
In Christian love,
—Judith Kokner
LA—Dear Bro. Wayne and Print Shop work
ers: Greetings once more in the name of our
wonderful Saviour, who gave His life that we
could all have eternal life. No doubt the time is
drawing near for Him to return for His Bride, the
Church. I am striving daily to live so that I will
be a part of the Bride, dressed in the pure white
wedding garment. Oh, it is going to mean a lot
to stand before a holy God without even a tiny
little spot on our garment.
May the Lord bless all of you there who labor
daily in the work, putting out the pure gospel to
a lost world. Oh, that all would take heed to the
Word and voice of the Lord, and be ready for His
coming.
The Faith and Victory is a real blessing, and
especially to the dear ones who are isolated and
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unable to hear the preached Word as often as we
who are in congregations.
I have been much interested in, and con
cerned about the progress and completion o f
the new Print Shop. I am praying the Lord to
furnish the means for its completion. I know it
w ill be wonderful to be out o f the flood area and
have worry lifted from the mind when the floods
break through again.
Christian love and prayers, —Alta Flynn
CA— Dear ones in Christ: Praise the Lord
anyhow! I really need prayer, but I am not as bad
as I was yesterday. Only the Lord can bring me
through all o f this.
Please pray for Pete Lopez, a former gar
dener. He was the best for awhile, and then I
found he is taking hard core drugs. He is on the
board o f a church and is teaching a Sunday
school class. He was driving a van for the
church the last I knew.... Pray that the Lord w ill
deliver Pete.
Prayerfully,
—Hazel Hom e
MO— Dear saints: Greetings in Jesus’ lovely
name. This is ju st a line to say that I praise the
Lord for all His goodness, and to tell you that the
Faith and Victory paper is a blessing to me. I
enjoy it very much. I thank the Lord for every
one o f you at the Print Shop. I have never met
any o f you, but you are m y brothers and sisters
in the Lord. I do love you all very much, and I ask
God’s blessings on each o f you in this new year
o f 1997.
I ask you to pray for me. I have glaucoma and
allergies in both eyes. I realize it is not too hard
for the Lord to heal. I am trusting that He w ill get
honor and glory out o f m y affliction.
Your sister in Christ,
— Laura Jarvis
KS—Dear Bro. Wayne, and all who sure faith
fully doing God’s work at the Print Shop: I feel
inspired to w rite to you at this time, o f my
testim ony for the Lord and all He has done, is
doing and forever w ill do for me; and not only
me, but all who know and trust Him. Glory to
God forever and ever! I cannot w ait until He
returns to take His Church back to heaven to
live w ith Him throughout all eternity! (Titus
2:13.) I give Him all praise, honor and glory for
all He is in m y life!
In the past year He has truly been working
with me and has brought me into a closer
relationship w ith Him. Like never before, I sin
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cerely love him with all o f m y heart, mind and
soul. I see Him working every day in m y life and
in m y son’s life. I see him faithfully answering
prayer each day.
Last year m y son accepted the Lord Jesus as
his Savior. I praise God that He has been
faithfully working to teach m y son all that He
wants him to learn o f Him in His Word. I prayed
God would m anifest and make H im self real to
my son, and He did it in aw ay I never would have
thought. It happened to him while he was at
school in his first hour class. One day m y son,
Raico, told me that I would really like what he
was going to tell me. He said that w hile he was
sitting in science class he had a daydream that
it was the end o f the world. In his dream, he said
there was a knock on his classroom door and it
was Jesus. Jesus asked if Raico could come
home with Him. When m y son told me this, I
praised and thanked the Lord for answering
prayer. I love the way He works. He is awesome!
He never ceases to amaze me! My son said that
this daydream ju st happened all o f a sudden.
The Lord has done so much for me, and has
taught me more o f His Word in this past year. He
blessed me with a much needed new car, He has
shown me where there needs to be more o f Him
and less o f me, and He has been, and still is,
teaching my son by His Holy Spirit through me.
I used to feel resigned that people who were
lost were simply destined to go to hell; eternally
separated from their Creator. But now the Lord
has shown me through a fellow Christian at my
job, that He loves us all, (John 3:16) and that it
is not His w ill that any should perish. (II Peter
3:9.) Although I do not fully comprehend His
divine love, I now feel a burden and continually
pray for the lost. Praise God, He is not finished
with me yet! (Philippians 1:6.)
I desire your prayers that I w ill faithfully
serve the Lord and bring praise, honor and gloiy
to His mighty name! Thank you.
— Sis. Tawanda Graves
AL—Dear saints: Greetings in the name o f
our Lord and Saviour, who gave His life for our
sins. I can’t give Him enough praise for what He
did for me.
This finds David and me doing very well,
thank God. W e are still encouraged to press on.
I had a chance to go to the W ater Valley, MS
meeting this last November. I was really fed
from the message Bro. M art Samons brought on
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to get in the ship of God, sit down, keep quiet
and hold on. I am in the ship and I mean to hold
on. If we don’t, the cares of life will cause us to
fall out.
I thank God for Jesus.
— David and Jessie Shelton
NC— Dear brother: I enjoyed reading about
the building progress. The new building will be
a blessing! Thank you for sharing the informa
tion with us.
May God continue to bless you in your
ministry.
Pray for me and my family.
Always in Christ,
—Angela Taylor
TN— Dear Bro. Murphey and co-workers:
Greetings and thanks to all of you for the good
work you are doing for the Lord. It is much
needed in these times of evil and confusion.
Please keep encouraged and press on as the
Lord leads and directs.
I am so thankful for the re-location of the
Print Shop on higher ground, and for the new,
larger and much needed publishing house....
Christian love,
— Charles B. Williams
FL—Dear Bro. Wayne Murphey: I am grate
ful for this wonderful salvation. It is sweeter
than the honeycomb. I am also thankful for the
new Print Shop that is being built.
Please pray for my eyes. I will be 84 years old
on December the 18th. Glory to God’s name!
I’m glad I am saved, running for my life and
telling the unsaved to come to Jesus.
—Sis. Kathleen Williams
OR—Dear Bro. Wayne and all at the Print
Shop: Greetings in Jesus’ name. I pray daily for
God’s blessings on all there, and that through
the work you are doing souls will be brought to
Jesus for salvation....
The apostle Paul, in II Corinthians 3:2-3,
tells us about how our lives affect others: “Ye are
our epistle written in our hearts, known and
read of all men: Forasmuch as ye are manifestly
declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by
us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of
the living God; not in tables of stone, but in
fleshly tables of the heart.” For many people the
only exposure they have to the attributes of God
is from observing the lives of church-goers and
professing Christians.
It is certain that my life is “read of all men”
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with whom I have any contact, and I must live
so it is an “epistle of Christ.” To reveal Christ in
my life to others I must “walk in the Spirit” and
not after the things of this world. “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temper
ance:...” Galatians 5:22-23.1cannot, of my own
self, live so others may see this fruit, but Jesus
said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do
nothing.” John 15:5. This tells me that only by
abiding in Jesus will I be able to live so those
around me will see my life as an "epistle of
Christ.” Each day I pray for guidance and for
that divine love that will enable me to love God
and all men, even as He loves me.
With Christian love and prayers,
— Bro. Bill Busch
CA—Dear Bro. Wayne Murphey and dear
servants of the Lord: It is a beautiful, cool day in
California. I am saved and sanctified, living with
my Lord in old age. I just had my 93rd birthday
on October 31, 1996. I love Jesus with all my
heart and I am ready whenever He calls me
home to be with Him.
I had the joy of meeting Sister Carol Jantz
and her father, Bro. Vada McMillian, Sis. Maiy
Lawson and Sis. Carol Gerue. There is nothing
like being with the saints, and oh, what a
reunion that will be when we all get to heaven!
While I am still here on this earth, I will witness
for Him and do all I can in His vineyard.
Two years ago I had a stroke on my right side
and am confined to a wheelchair and walker. I
live one day at a time and am happy in the Lord.
Pray for me—I love all of you,
—Sister Lucille Allen

From M alawi...
November 10, 1996— Dear Bro. Wayne: I
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send greetings in the name of Jesus Christ.
Here in Malawi we are very strong and well.
We are writing this letter to inform you how
our churches are progressing. We have opened
churches in other places, such as on November
3rd, when we opened one at Samire and Kasonya.
At Samire there were one hundred eighty-six
men and eighty-four women. At Kasonya there
were one hundred and twenty-eight women and
ninety-one men.
We have many branches of the church, and
many Christians, and I can’t manage them.
Only God is the one who can do it and help me.
Lastly, I am blessing you and your family.
May God give long life to you.
Yours in Christ,
—Failos Namaozongo
From In dia...
Dear Bro. Wayne Murphey and saints in
America: Greetings to all you dear ones again in
the gracious name of Jesus Christ.
I am very sad to know that pastor Charles
Elwell passed away. He has been my spiritual
friend since 1974. At that time he was the pastor
of the Gladstone, Oregon congregation. His
virtues of simplicity, humility and broad
mindedness attracted me very much. We send
our heartfelt sympathy and condolence to Sis.
Coquetta and children, and all other members
of the bereaved family. May God find the right
person to fill the vacancy at Guthrie.
Lord willing, our 32nd general convention
will be held at Karickom Bethel grounds in the
second week of January, 1997. We need your
prayers for its blessings.
May God bless Assembly Meetings which
are to be conducted in different congregations
in America.
With love and prayers,
Yours in His service,
—John Varghese
Honduras M ission R eport
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. We are thankful to
report victory in our soul: that is a blessing,
praise God.
We want to report to the saints our new
address. It is: Bro. Louis Kimble, Sr., 2752
Tupelo Street, Kenner, LA 70062. We are sorry,
and ask forgiveness on this matter, if any mail
has been returned to you.
We would also like to say that Bro. Mart
Samons and Bro. John Clement recently re
turned from Honduras, C. A. They reported that
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the work is doing veiy well, and that the saints
are doing fine.
There are some special needs that have
come about which is part of the reason they had
to go. The Gospel van is in need of much work.
It needs tires, motor repairs, etc. Bro. John was
able to do what he could with what he had to
work with. Also, the chapel needs painting and
other work needs to be done. We have one of the
brethren on a salary of $125.00 per month as a
grounds keeper. This job enables him to stay
home and work, and not to have to leave his
family and go to a far part of the island for work.
This proves to be a blessing to his wife and
children. Our missionary fund is at a zero
balance at this time, so we encourage the saints
to please come to our rescue and help keep the
work moving on.
Plans are in progress to make another trip to
Honduras, but funds are needed to make this
trip possible. Please pray and see what the Lord
would have you do in this matter.
Yours for souls in Honduras, C. A.
— Bro. Kimble and Company

K enneth A lb ert K n ight, Sr. was bom in
Akron, OH on July 6, 1937, and departed this
life after a short illness on November 12, 1996.
He was the son of the late Earl and Zenola
Knight.
As a child he attended the Akron public
school system. Later, he joined the Armed Forces,
serving in the Marine Corps from 1955 to 1958.
In 1958 he married Gloria Jean Stevenson of
Akron, Ohio. The fruit of this union was one son,
Kenneth A. Knight, Jr.
At the time of his death, Kenneth was em
ployed by General Metals Powder Company,
having attained 29 years of service there. Previ
ous to this, he worked alongside his father, from
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whom he learned the work ethic. Kenneth loved
to work w ith his hands. He was a “jack o f all
trades.” Many in the community were benefac
tors o f his skills.
In 1963, Kenneth received salvation and
remained a faithful member o f the Church o f
God until his death. W ords are almost inad
equate to describe Kenneth’s faithfulness. He
was always at his post o f duty as a Sunday
sch ool su p erin ten d en t, teach er, tru stee,
m inister’s helper and general Church worker.
The church m eeting house can attest to all his
manual skill.
During his sickness, his trust in God re
mained stedfast; he never wavered in his faith.
Through his suffering, he never complained.
Some o f his last words were, “I have no regrets.
Tell the saints o f God, T h is Is The W ay.’” He died
in the triumphs o f a living faith and is at rest
with Jesus whom he loved.
He leaves to mourn his passing, his son,
Kenneth, Jr. o f Akron, OH; brothers, Earl P.
Knight, Jr. o f Carlsbad, CA; W illiam P. Knight,
Jr. o f MerRouge, LA; sisters, Cordelia Gulledge
o f Akron, OH, Lela (Lawrence) Hobbs o f High
land, CA, Maxine (Francis) Browne ofVictorville,
CA, and Juanakee (Keith) Fuller of Akron, OH;
aunts, Sue Jones o f Akron, OH, Gwendolyn
Neely and Bertha Long of Tulsa, OK; and a host
o f nephews, nieces, relatives and friends.
Funeral services were conducted by Bro.
Keith Fuller, assisted by Bros. Adolph Robinson
and James Bruner. Interment was in Mount
Peace Cemetery, Akron, OH.
Former Shawnee, OK resident, Verlene E.
Williams, died November 8 in Mt. Pleasant, S.C.
at the age o f 85.
Verlene was bom November 27, 1910, in
Texas. She m arried Richard A. W illiam s on
September 16, 1934, in Bossier, LA, and was a
m ember o f the Church o f God. She moved to
Shawnee, OK, in 1978, and lived there until
April o f 1993 when she moved to South Caro
lina.
Survivors include a son and daughter-inlaw, Richard and Sharon Williams of Hawthorne,
CA; three grandchildren and a number o f nieces
and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Richard A. W illiam s, on June 13, 1989.
Private graveside services were held Thurs
day at Bethel Cemetery, Shawnee, OK, with
Bro. M errill Smith officiating.

Page Eleven

That Glorious Guest,
The Holy Spirit
By Sis. Angela Gellenbeck
(Continued from last month.)
He is the Teacher and Guide. (John 14:26,
15:26, 16:13-15, Ephesians 1:17-18, I John
2:27.)
A personal experience comes to m y mind
when I consider the Holy Spirit as m y personal
Teacher. I wept one night at an altar, because I
had been moved by the message, recognizing
that I had a great need for hum ility in m y life.
Who could teach me how to be humble? How
was I to go about receiving this grace? Who
could pray with me and instruct me? Ironically,
(but later I thought, how planned by God), no
one came to pray w ith me at that altar. As I got
up and after the service got in m y car and drove
home alone, I lamented inwardly, “Lord, who
can teach me what I need to know?” Immedi
ately the answer from the Scripture came to my
mind, so directly, as if someone had spoken it
aloud, “But the anointing which ye have re
ceived o f him abideth in you, and ye need not
that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teacheth you o f all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in him .” I John 2:27. As the
years have passed since that night, I can indeed
say, “Who could have been a better teacher than
the Spirit Himself?” How can any other human
delve into the deep recesses o f the heart and
mind, bring out the hidden motives and thoughts
to our view, change, remake and mold us into a
completely new character—His own?
This brings me to another w ay that the Holy
Spirit manifests Christ to us: He is the Refiner
and Purger. In prophecy, M alachi proclaims:
“But who may abide the day o f His coming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is
like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap: And he
shall sit as a refiner and purifier o f silver:...”
Malachi 3:2-3. It was testified o f the Gentiles,
upon whom God had poured out His Spirit, that
the Holy Ghost given to them had “purified their
hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:9.) John the Baptist
told the people that Jesus would baptize them
with the Holy Ghost “and with fire.” (Matthew
3:11.) W hen the Holy Spirit fell upon the believ
ers on the day o f Pentecost, His form, in a visible
way, was a tongue or flam e o f fire. God has
always been represented by fire! The Hebrew
w riter says that our God is a “consum ing fire.”
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(Hebrews 12:29.) The H oly Spirit, sent by God and give in to words and feelings o f the flesh,
through Jesus, is a burning, refining fire in our instead o f the Spirit: instead o f saying, ‘I want
lives, consum ing all that is unlike God, terrible m ore o f the Spirit o f God,’ w e should ju s t yield
in His zeal and passion to destroy—not us, more fu lly to the Spirit. Every day opens w ith
because o f Christ’s love and intercession for new choices as to what, or to whom , w e w ill
us—but anything that w ill come between us yield.
and God. By our initial consecration at the tim e
Another area o f grievance to the H oly Spirit
o f our infilling, w e give Him the perm ission to concerns the deeds o f the body, and the w ay in
do this purging, refining and burning! He does which w e conduct ourselves. InIThessalonians
it upon His arrival, burning and purifying the 4:3-4, Paul tells us that to abstain from forni
heart o f the old m an o f sin, yes, but His refining cation is the w ill o f God, and an all-im portant
is an ongoing process, a continual burning, factor in m aintaining our sanctification, or
until the day w e die. I am rem inded o f what holiness; or in other words, in keeping the Holy
Hannah H um ard w rote in her book, Hinds’ Spirit in our lives. In I Corinthians Paul men
FeetOnH ighPlaces, o f the Shepherd’s burning tions several tim es how the body is the tem ple
zea l: “L ove is b e a u tifu l, b u t it is also or dwelling place o f the H oly Spirit. “Know ye
terrible...terrible in its determ ination to allow not that ye are the tem ple o f God, and that the
nothing blem ished or unworthy to rem ain in Spirit o f God dwelleth in you? If any m an defile
the beloved.”
the tem ple o f God, him shall God destroy; for
There is so much m ore I could say about the the tem ple o f God is holy, which tem ple ye are.”
role o f the H oly Spirit in our lives. Tim e and I Corinthians 3:16-17. Again, “But he that is
space lim it m e here, but now I w ant to go back join ed unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornica
to w here I started, w ith the conversation this tion. Every sin that a man doeth is w ithout the
body; bu t he that
m orn in g b etw een
com m itteth fornica
m y sou l and the
tion sinneth against
Lord.
his own body. W hat?
“ L o rd , i f Y ou
|
know ye n ot th at
send the H oly Spirit
| yo u r b o d y is th e
to abide, never to
I tem ple o f the H oly
leave me, are there
_ Ghost w hich is in
con dition s to His
®
you, w hich ye have
ab id in g? I m ean,
would it be possible to lose His sweet presence o f God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
out o f m y life?
Again w e have the W ord o f God, and the your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.
Spirit’s inspiration o f it com ing to me was, “The I Corinthians 6:17-20. And in II Corinthians
H oly Spirit can be quenched.” (I Thessalonians 7:1 we read, “Having therefore these prom ises,
5:19.) That teaching, that guiding, that gentle dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
im pression o f w hat to say, w hat to pray, that filthiness o f the flesh and spirit, perfecting
refining process which is at tim es so painful holiness in the fear o f God.” There are areas o f
and drawn out—that Spirit can be quenched our flesh that need to be safeguarded at all
by our drawing back, our refusal to believe, to times. In the m atters o f our affections and
go forward, to submit, to obey; and our negli m orals, God places em phasis on purity. Any
gence, our lack o f continued passion and de yielding to the flesh in these areas w ill im m edi
sire for His presence, which is evidenced by a ately grieve and offend the Spirit o f God right
out o f our lives.
decline in prayer.
M y prayer as I have gone about m y day has
Again, He said, “The Holy Spirit can be
grieved.” (Ephesians 4:30.) The context in which been, “Oh, m ay I ever yield to the sweet influ
this is given speaks o f anger, corrupt commu ence o f the Spirit o f God, and m ay I never grieve
nication, giving place to the devil, etc. In these or quench the Spirit by yielding to m y flesh!
areas there is real danger. The devil w ill seek to Saviour, keep m e pure and undefiled, a fit
take advantage o f our flesh through the pres temple in which your Spirit m ay dwell! Lord,
sures o f every day life, and it w ill be easy to yield ever abide in m e!”

‘“Every day opens with new i
choices as to what, or to
whom, we wittyieCd.9
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“It M a k e s M y Skin Crauil. .
By M ary M urphey

‘“WhenI hearsomeonesaysomethingtike, 7 ama Christian, ’it makesmyskin crawC
Th at statem ent, m ade b y Jennifer Lee, a
young m other w ith three children, was re
corded in the “Faith and V alues” section o f a
W ichita newspaper. A friend o f m ine read it
aloud one day and m y reaction to Jennifer’s
statem ent w as one o f sadness.
W hy did this wom an have such a paranoia
in regard to Christians, I wondered. W hat
about them w as aw ful enough to m ake her
skin crawl?
I concluded th at perhaps Jennifer had m et
a fraud, a counterfeit Christian. But hypo
crites exist in all vocations. And to discount
the good people in a profession, because som e
are corrupt, w ould certainly be unfair. There
are bankers w ho em bezzle and lawyers w ho
are sharks, bu t at som e point in life, m ost
people w ill seek the services o f honorable
professionals, and be glad for them.
A fter m ore thought, I decided that perhaps
Jennifer had com e in contact w ith a zealot; a
Christian w ho needed a little toning, tam ing,
or training—som eone w hose zeal overrode
their good m anners, som eone w ho needed to
learn to com m unicate th eir values m ore effec
tively. Perhaps Jen n ifer encountered a Chris
tian w ho overwhelm ed her, causing her unex
pected discom fort. A s a result, she m ay have
developed a bias.
I recalled an experience o f m y own, when
I felt overpow ered by a religious person’s
fervor.
I w as attending a funeral in a distant city.
D uring the tim e set aside for visitation, the
fam ily o f the deceased gathered near the front
o f the room , beside the lifeless form o f the one
they loved, to rem ain there for the m ajority o f
the evening.
A s visitors cam e forw ard to pay th eir re
spects, they spoke to the assem bled fam ily
m em bers, offering w ords o f condolence.
In observing this throughout the night, I
noted the surviving spouse was often in tears
as she responded to those about her. D is
traught, exhausted, and traum atized, the least
o f h er m iseries seem ed to be h er aching feet.
I spoke w ith h er son that evening, a form er

childhood playm ate. “I don’t see how you do
it,” I said. “I’m not sure I could stand there and
handle w hat you’re going through. ” I knew the
kind w ords o f w ell-m eaning friends w ould
launch from m y eyes an avalanche o f tears,
and break m y heart all over again.
I expected a response to w hat I said, but
not the one I received. A s I sat facin g the
person to w hom I w as speaking, near the front
o f the room , he suddenly knelt before me.
Thrusting his face ju s t inches from m y nose,
he gripped m y shoulder, stared in ten tly into
m y eyes, and intoned dram atically, “B y the
grace o f God, M ary, b y the grace o f G od!"
Totally unprepared for the in ten sity o f his
response, and the invasion o f m y “space,”
em barrassm ent crept over m e. M y im m ediate
thought was, “H ow can I relieve the awkward
ness o f this m om ent?”
M aybe Jennifer Lee m et som eone like that,
a person who unsettled her, and thus feels her
apprehension o f “Christians” ju stified .
Or, it could be th at she’s sim ply unin
form ed, and therefore unappreciative. She
m ay be unaware o f how m uch C hristianity
has contributed to civilization in a positive
way. Perhaps a few h istorical facts and som e
study w ould change her poin t o f view.
For instance, I w onder if she realizes the
direct benefit to h er as a wom an because o f the
Bible principle that everyone is o f equal value
before God? (G alatians 3:28.)
In reading Jam es Kennedy’s book, W hat If
Jesus Had Never Been B om ? I learned the
follow ing facts. Prior to Christian influence, a
wom an’s life w as very cheap. In ancient cul
ture, a w ife was considered the property o f her
husband, and according to A ristotle, a wom an
w as som ewhere betw een a free m an and a
slave. If you consider how valueless a slave
w as in ancient tim es, you get a glim pse o f how
bad a wom an’s fate was.
Baby girls w ere killed sim ply because o f
their gender. W hen m issionaries cam e into
lands unaffected b y Christianity, they found
appalling practices o f fem ale infants pu t out
as food for w ild dogs and w olves, or ju s t left to
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die, exposed to the elem ents. But Christians
placed value on hum an life, taught that value
and saved m any o f these babies.
Christians then w ent on to create orphan
ages, m issions and countless charities.
Inspiration for som e o f the greatest works
o f art, m usic and literature sprang from Chris
tian influence. As a result w e have the great
cathedrals o f Europe, the m elodies o f Bach,
and the w ork o f m en like John Bunyan, John
M ilton and Charles Dickens, w hose last pub
lished book, The Life o f O ur Lord opened w ith
these words:
“M y dear children, I am very anxious that
you should know som ething about the history
o f Jesus Christ. For everybody ought to know
about Him. No one ever lived, w ho was so
good, so kind, so gentle, and so sorry for all
people w ho did wrong, or w ere in any w ay ill or
m iserable, as He w as.”
The influence o f Jesus Christ led to the
abolition o f sla veiy through the lifelong effort
o f the evangelical W illiam W ilberforce, and
through m em bers o f the abolitionist society,
tw o-thirds o f whom w ere m inisters.
Alm ost all o f the first colleges and univer
sities in the U.S., including Princeton, Yale
and H arvard w ere Christian in origin. And in
Th ird W orld countries, it w as prim arily C hris
tians who educated countless m illions in lit
eracy and health care.
In view o f these facts, and innum erable
others, it is unquestionable that Christianity
has im proved our lives and the w orld in gen
eral. W e som etim es forget, however, w hat life
m ight be like w ithout its influence.
Jam es C. H efley tells the story o f an Am eri
can soldier stationed on a rem ote island in the
Pacific during W W II. The soldier m et a na
tional on the island w ho could speak English,
and w ho w as carrying a Bible. The soldier
pointed to the Bible, grinned, and said, ‘W e
educated people don’t put m uch faith in that
Book anym ore.”
The islander grinned back. “W ell, it’s a
good th in gforyou that w e do,” he said, patting
his stom ach, “or you’d be in here by now.”
N ow there’s a thought that could m ake
you r skin crawl. A society w ithout a Saviour
w ould be dangerous indeed. It’s not Chris
tians Jen n ifer Lee needs to fear, bu t the w oeful
absence o f them.
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Songs In The Night
By Sis. Carol Jantz
W hen our pathway o f life is shrouded with
a heavy cloud o f trial, we call upon the Lord to
lift the gloom and show us m ore clearly the
way. How we long for Him to reveal to us His
m aster plan o f all our puzzlem ents and con
cerns in life; but He so lovingly rem inds us,
“ ...It is not for you to know the tim es or the
season which the Father hath put in his own
power.” Acts 1:7. Yet our heart w ill still cry for
relief. If we get real quiet before the Lord, He
has som ething m ore to tell us. ‘T a k e m y yoke
upon you, and learn o f m e.” Som ething quick
ens w ithin us when we ponder how w e “learn.”
Yes, it’s through our tears, trials and the tests
o f life that we “learn” o f Him.
Then the Lord speaks again. “For I am m eek
and lowly, and ye shall find rest to your souls.”
W e want to grasp m ore o f the depths o f
these words, so w e consider the life o f Christ.
Surely He was m eek or He would never have
condescended to this world and been so w ill
ingly offered up as a sacrifice for our sins. Our
heart then feels a deep gratitude that we can
bring anything before our Lord. Not only is He
meek, but He is lowly. He is ready to listen to
even our faintest w hisper or heartbroken cry.
He wants to give us “songs in the night.” The
sweetest songs w e can sing are only learned
during the deep shadows o f night.
“I have been through the valley o f weeping,
The valley o f sorrow and pain;
But the ‘God o f all com fort’ was w ith me,
A t hand to uphold and sustain.
“As w e travel thro’ life’s shadow’d valley,
Fresh springs o f His love ever rise;
And w e learn that our sorrows and losses,
Are blessings ju st sent in disguise.
“So w e’ll follow w herever He leadeth,
Let the path be dreary or bright;
For w e’ve proved that our God can give comfort;
Our God can give ‘songs in the night.’”
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dhe last month o f the old year isgone, never to return and January o f the
new year is come; it w ill 6e here and then gone as other months take its place.
Just so it is w ith us: we are herefo r a short space o f time, then we go on to our
reward, and someone w ill have to f ill our place and carry on our work, and soon
they too w illgo on. We fin d it this way a ll through life.
—Taken from a tract by Mary Pruitt

Let Us Begin Anew
Lord, God, Thou lettest the green things start
A new life every year;
Out of their sunken selves they rise,
Erect and sweet and clear.
Behold the lily’s pure white leaves
Unfolding by each mere.
Hear the new golden flood of song
The lark pours forth to the blue!
Behold the strong, undaunted shoot
Pushing its brave front through
The fallen tree. Lord God, Lord God,
Let me begin anew!
Out of my own self let me rise;
For God, if it can be
A noble growth may spring
From yon decaying tree,
Surely a strong, pure life may mount
Out of this life of me.
—Ella Higgenson

Do not a c t as if you
had ten thousand years
to throw aw ay. Death
stands at your elbow. Be
good for something
while you live and it is in
your power.
— Marcus Aurelius

What the New
Year brings
us will de
pend a great
deal on what
we bring to
the New
Year.

Each Day
Has Its O pportunities
All the days seem alike as they come to us, but each day
comes with its own opportunities, its own calls to duty, its
own privileges— holding out hands offering us radiant gifts.
The day passes and never comes again. Other days as bright
may come, but that day never comes a second time. If we do
not take just then the gifts it offers, we shall never have
another chance to get them, and shall always be poorer for
what we have missed.
—J. R. Miller
T im e for a lost soul is an uncertain voyage across
troubles and stormy waters into the sunset of eternal
night, but to one saved, time is a quiet, serene voyage
across placid waters into the sunrise of eternal day.
- H orace W ood

Great souls have
wills; feeble ones
wishes.
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“This w riter w ell remembers the first
meeting he attended on the Hammond,
Lousiana campground, which was 43 years
ago, in the year o f 1928, when Bro. C. E.
Orr was the pastor. Over the intervening
years we have attended m any annual sum
m er and autum n m eetings on those
grounds, and we have always enjoyed the
Christian fellowship and gracious hospi
tality o f the saints in the South. Many
faces have gone and many new ones have
come, but we are all going toward the
setting o f life’s sun, then looking with
bright anticipation for the dawn o f that
happy golden morning when we shall meet
to part no more. The footsteps o f the com
ing of the Lord are drawing very near, even
at the door. Let us keep ready!”
— Lawrence Pruitt
“Some Christians are like lightening
bugs, ju st flickering now and then. Dear
Lord, let me see to it that m y light shines
so that it may give a lonely sinner a better
view o f heaven, and cause someone to
want to follow Jesus.”
—W ilm a Horsley
“Minnie Mae White, daughter o f W ill
iam and Anna Ott, was bom Sept. 4, 1904,
at Guthrie, OK, and departed this life on
Dec. 4, 1971 at the age o f 67 years and
three months.
“Sister Minnie W hite had been a faith
ful member o f the Guthrie congregation all
these years since she was ‘bom again’ in
1933.

