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This Honor Have All His Saints
Psalm 149:5-9

By
Angela Gellenbeck

To find where hides the enemy,
To root him out and make him flee,
To live in total victory;
This honor have all His saints.

To wield the Sword when doubts assail— 
The Word of God will never fail!
To hold our ground and never quail;
This honor have all His saints.

To conquer giants great and tall.
To wrestle powers big or small,
To rest in Christ, our All in all;
This honor have all His saints.

To shout the vict’ry while we fight;
In darkness, to find Christ our Light,
To overcome the wrong with right;
This honor have all His saints.

To know we’re loved, though feeling low, 
Because the Bible tells us so;
To know we’re saved—doubt has to go!
This honor have all His saints.

To praise Him when we’re feeling down.
To have a smile and not a frown,
To sing and wear the victor’s crown,
This honor have all His saints.

Not one of us is left behind,
Each one of us can vict’ry find,
For body, spirit, soul and mind,
This honor have all His saints.

‘Hurry and Tell Him”
By Sis. Carol Jantz

One day I was driving down the highway. My 
heart was heavy, and I cried out to God for some 
help and consolation. Suddenly, my eyes fo
cused on a sign near a church. “You can trust 
in the Man who died for you.” Immediately my 
heart was comforted. “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” John 15:13.

Yes, I knew I could trust in a Friend whose 
all-atoning blood could take care of my every 
need. Let me share with you a part of a song.

“Hurry and tell him ev’ry affliction,
Tell him each pain and sorrow of heart;
Here is the word, ‘All power is given,’
‘Lo! I am with you,’ never to part.

“Hurry and tell him, brother and sister;
Jesus so tender, loving and kind.
Waiting to comfort, bless and deliver;
Hurry and tell him, peace you will find.”

Jesus wants to be our best Friend. He is 
waiting for you to pour out your heartaches 
unto Him. There is nothing for you to hold back 
from telling Him. He understands completely. 
He has the power to turn your suffering and 
your sorrow into joy. The very thing that is 
causing you pain now, can be the means of 
drawing you very close to the heart of God. 
Though your heart may be wrung by sorrow, 
this process is perfecting you now and drawing 
you not only closer to God, but to His people 
also. The fellowship with God and His people 
can be such a close bond, that no storm of life 
can ever break it.
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“Hurry and tell Him, why do you tarry?
Open your heart while Jesus is near;
Bring him the burdens you cannot carry.
Tell him with courage, nothing to fear."

Jesus is our divine Friend. There are no 
limitations to this friendship. His love, His 
power and His friendship reach out to all man
kind any time o f the day or night and anywhere. 
“Hurry and tell him, peace you will find."

Awareness of God
By Vesta-Nadine Severs

Do you remember when you were first aware 
o f God as God? When was the first time you 
became aware o f God’s presence? It is a pre
cious experience when He makes Himself espe
cially known to you. For me, awareness o f God 
came at a time o f danger when I was seven or 
eight years old.

On Saturday nights my parents, who were in 
a backslidden condition, frequently went danc
ing about fifteen miles from home. My father’s 
sister, her husband and daughter, also came to 
dance about the same distance from a town in 
another direction. I was not often allowed to 
spend the weekend with my cousin who was six 
months younger than I, but this one night, I was 
permitted to go home with them as they were 
coming to my home town the next afternoon to 
visit my grandparents.

Back then the roads were very narrow with 
a “lip" at the edge which angled diagonally 
upward. Spaced every so often were drainage 
areas, a large vee, opening from the highway 
into the ditch.

We left the dance about midnight. My uncle 
drove, my aunt sat beside him and I sat next to 
the front door. My cousin was asleep on the 
back seat. My uncle topped a small hill and 
coming at us, on our side o f the road, was 
another car with blinding headlights. My uncle 
tried to miss the car by riding up the “lip” and 
ended up straddling the top o f it, with two 
wheels on the grass and two wheels on the 
highway. It was not a very safe situation, to say 
the least. Then I noticed, as I’m sure he did also, 
we were headed right for a drainage area at a 
high rate o f speed. Hitting all o f those bumps 
could easily throw the car out o f control or cause 
it to turn over and go down the steep ditch. At 
the speed we were going, trying to dodge the

oncoming car and drainage area, the car tilted 
dangerously toward my side. In fear, I gripped 
the door handle. I knew the running board was 
scraping the ground.

That was when I felt God. His large hand 
came down on my side o f the car to keep it from 
turning over. In the dark, not only did I feel His 
hand, but I noticed a dim outline outside the 
window as the other car sped past, still mostly 
on our side o f the road.

For a long time no one said anything. I never 
mentioned to my aunt and uncle, nor even to my 
parents, what I felt. It seemed too precious for 
words. If others in the car felt the same thing, 
they never mentioned it that I recall.

From the time of this experience, I have 
always been convinced o f the existence and 
presence o f God.

“Except the Lord 
Build the House"

By Bro. Ernest Moles

“Except the Lord build thehouse, they labour 
in vain that build it:..." Psa. 127:1. How true this 
is. Except the Lord have full control in the 
building o f our spiritual house, it w ill never 
stand the floods that come against it in these 
trying times.

The ark that Noah built was supervised 100 
percent by God. Noah followed God’s instruc
tions to the very letter. He discarded any ideas 
and opinions he might have, and built the ark as 
God instructed. When the flood came, it en
dured. What if during the 120 years when Noah 
preached that it was going to rain and that all 
who weren’t in the ark would be drowned, other 
people concluded Noah could be right, and they 
decided to build an ark like his. This way they 
would be safe and not have to be in Noah’s ark. 
“If his will float, mine will float.”

This is just what the devil wants people to 
believe. “As long as I look the same, I’m God’s 
child.” This is not so. Unless God has super
vised the building of our salvation it will not 
stand the floods.

Matthew 7:27 tells us what happened to the 
foolish man’s house when the flood came, and 
Matthew 7:24-25 tells us what happened to the 
wise man’s house. The foolish man’s house was 
built just like the wise man’s, but the difference 
was in the foundation. God supervised the 
building o f the wise man’s house and it stood
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the shock, but the foolish man built his upon 
his own ideas and opinions. His house looked 
just like the wise man’s, but God had no part in 
the supervision o f it.

May the Lord help all o f us to let God lead, 
guide and instruct us on how to build our 
spiritual house, so when severe trials and tests 
come our house w ill stand. Noah’s ark stood the 
test. The wise man’s house stood the test. Let’s 
all be wise and let God build our spiritual house 
so we can stand the test.

The Branch
By Bro. Clifford Wilson

Something like seven hundred and thirteen 
years before the event took place, according to 
the Bible, the prophet Isaiah, under the influ
ence o f the spirit o f inspiration, wrote like this: 
“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
o f Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out o f his 
roots: And the spirit o f the Lord shall rest upon 
him, the spirit o f wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit o f counsel and might, the spirit o f 
knowledge and o f the fear o f the Lord; And shall 
make him o f quick understanding in the fear of 
the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight 
o f his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing o f 
his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge 
the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
o f the earth: and he shall smite the earth with 
the rod o f his mouth, and with the breath o f his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness 
shall be the girdle o f his loins, and faithfulness 
the girdle o f his reins.” Isa. 11:1-5.

When we observe these prescribed qualifi
cations it becomes quite noticeable to us that 
the prophet was referring to something other 
than any ordinary human being. Human gene
alogy, ever since the fall from divine virtue in the 
Garden o f Eden, had never produced a being 
upon whom the Spirit o f the almighty God could 
rest and work as the voice o f inspiration de
clared it would work in this coming candidate. 
There is a reason for this. In the beginning man 
was created in God’s own image and bore his 
Maker’s likeness. In order to listen to some 
other influence and pursue some other pattern 
o f living he would have to forsake his true 
Father’s likeness and go some other way. As a 
consequence o f this disobedient action on man’s 
part, God withdrew Himself from the man and 
put him out o f the garden. With God’s likeness

gone, the only thing man knew that could fill the 
place left vacant by God’s departure was his 
own image, and so that is what he adopted unto 
himself and began to follow. It is this human 
image that is saturated with the lusts o f the 
flesh, the lusts o f the eyes and with the pride o f 
life, for o f itself it knows nothing else. Our fore- 
parents in the garden o f old are the ones who 
made this transposition from God’s image to 
man’s image, but it has reached to everyone 
who is an offspring or descendent of that origi
nal couple. Humanity is not able to transmit to 
its offspring a quality it does not possess itself, 
therefore our ancestors had no ability to trans
mit God’s image to their offspring for they no 
longer possessed it themselves. What they did 
possess and transmit was the self-image that 
they adopted to themselves after God’s holy 
image was gone. Thus everyone who is a descen
dent o f the original couple comes equipped with 
the self-image, the nature our father Adam 
transmitted to us. Every man’s natural, inher
ited impulse is to please and satisfy his own 
fleshly, selfish desires and inclinations.

We might consider this and wonder, if a man 
and his wife both yield their hearts to the Lord 
and are saved and sanctified, why would their 
children not be bom  free of this fleshly likeness 
and of divine image instead? It is true that the 
blood o f our Christ washes away the guilt of 
committed sin and a complete surrender to Him 
and His ways makes the heart o f man a suitable 
place for His Holy Spirit to come in and take up 
its abode. By this means saved humans become 
acceptable candidates for eternal life, yet, the 
power to transmit that obtained life to a suc
ceeding generation was not given. Thus we can 
see that salvation within itself does not become 
self-perpetuating to human offspring. Acts 4:12 
says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." If the 
power to transmit eternal life was placed in the 
hands o f saved and sanctified parents so that 
nothing from Christ was needed to effect their 
children’s salvation it would render this scrip
ture untrue. All children, even though the par
ents are saved and sanctified, are bom  free 
moral agents in their own right, and parents 
have not the power within themselves to make 
the choices for them that must be made in order 
for their hearts to be pure. Those are choices 
that eveiy individual must make for himself, 

(Continued on page 13.)
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This translated German saying has 
encouraged me often:

“Listen not what others say,
Go faithful on your way;
God will not ask others.
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—Renate Hess
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Editorials
“Thou hast given a banner to them that fear 

thee, that it may be displayed because o f the 
truth." Psalms 60:4. Joan o f Arc, when asked 
the secret o f her success and of the victory 
attending her white banner, reportedly replied, 
“I send it forth against the enemy and then I 
follow it myself." How inspiring to think that 
God has entrusted into the care o f all God
fearing Christians the banner o f truth! It is 
worthy o f our respect and diligent keeping.

There is a war in progress, one that enve
lopes more than Haiti or Bosnia. This war is not 
ideological or o f an ethnic nature. It is moral and 
between right and wrong. It is not planned and 
executed from the Pentagon or Kremlin, but 
from the very seat o f spiritual high places. Our 
commission from God is to unfurl the banner o f 
truth, taking it into every comer o f the earth and 
offering asylum within its shadows to every 
weary and war-tom soul.

This banner o f truth is not something we fly 
for one day or for special occasions, but it is to 
be on continual exhibition. We shouldn’t con
cern ourselves that the truth w ill lose its attrac
tion due to constant display, because the Holy 
Spirit o f God is its author, and gives the truth 
penetrating power to reach the soul o f man.

Once, Bro. Ostis Wilson was asked if it was 
acceptable to preach a message more than one 
time. He replied that a message should be 
preached as long as the minister has inspiration 
for it. What would have happened if Jonah had 
gone to Nineveh and delivered God’s message 
of,“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be over
thrown," only once, then furled the truth and 
returned home? It was throughout a day’s jour
ney that he articulated the message that had 
been given him, and he did not stop until he 
completed his task.

There is great security in being under the 
banner o f truth. God and all heaven stand 
behind it. Once an insurrection broke out in a 
British colony and an innocent man, blamed for 
starting the conflict, was condemned to death. 
British and Spanish consuls sought to estab
lish his innocence, but failed. The man was led 
out to be shot. The consuls walked into the 
range, wrapped the Union Jack around him, 
and then cried, “Fire now—if you dare!" When 
standing for the truth, there is nothing to fear.

As we experience the truth, explore its beauty

and live by its side, it incites a great love. It is 
difficult to comprehend how anyone who has 
fought under truth’s authority and witnessed 
the salvation o f souls can simply roll it up and 
walk away from i t  Napoleon, after being de
feated at Waterloo and sent o ff as a prisoner to 
St. Helena, is said to have found it very hard to 
say farewell to his officers and men, but the 
hardest task o f all was to give up his flags. He 
caught them in his hands and kissed them 
again and again, while the tears flowed copi
ously down his cheeks.

We need never know defeat while on the side 
o f truth, and shall never be compelled to give it 
up. It is our privilege to keep on walking with 
truth, right through the portals o f heaven, along 
the streets o f gold, to the place where we lay our 
banners at the feet o f Jesus, Who said, “...I am 
the way, the truth, and the life:..." John 14:6.

It seemed to be the passing o f an era when 
we heard o f Sis. Margaret Eck going to be with 
the Lord. She had been a dependable servant o f 
God for many years, and had witnessed how 
God worked in answer to prayer. Sis. Eck was 
well-versed in the Scriptures and had the com
passion to reach out as a “Mother in Israel."

September also saw another servant o f the 
Lord who had faithfully labored in the Master’s 
vineyard, pass from this life into eternity. A l
though Bro. Bob Forbes’ life was not as lengthy 
as Sis. Margaret’s, his time was often invested 
in ministerial appointments and encouraging 
others.

The Guthrie congregation will miss Sis. 
Marcia White, who was taken from this life 
September 2nd. She left a godly testimony that 
was an encouragement to those who knew her. 
She was active in the congregation, as well as 
the Path o f Life School.

We extend our sympathy to these families, 
and for those who also wish to do so by way o f 
correspondence, we have included the following 
addresses: Bro. Albert Eck, Route 1, Box 85, 
Blue Jacket, OK 74333; Sis..Dorall Forbes, 
19246 E. Bell Rd., Amite, LA 70422; Bro. Roger 
White, 1705 Colleen Drive, Guthrie, OK 73044.

We offer a very special “thank you” to every
one who responded to our announcement in 
last month’s Faith and Victory about the need 
for a shipment o f paper. We are so grateful for 
the number who shared the concern and helped 
us meet that obligation fully. —Wayne Murphey
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Partial List of Items Available
Adventures in the Land o f Canaan by R.

L. Berry. An instructive allegory o f true-to-life 
experiences in the grace o f sanctification. 128 
pages in paper cover. Price, $1.50.

Beyond the Tomb by H. M. Riggle. This 
excellent book o f288 pages deals with man, his 
present and future, in a nice cloth cover. Price, 
$5.00.

A  Hive of Busy Bees by Effie M. Williams. 
An excellent book for children. 118 pages, 
bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50.

A  Sketch o f My Life by H. B. Hall relates 
his experiences as a young man, his act o f 
murder, his prison life, conversion, release, gift 
o f healing, experiences as a caretaker o f a 
senior citizen’s home, and much more. It is an 
interesting story that all w ill enjoy. It contains 
126 pages bound in a heavy paper cover and 
sells for $1.50.

Stories o f Home Folks by Mable Hale. 
Actual incidents from real life. Paper cover, 160 
pages. $2.00.

Birth o f a Reformation—Life and 
Labors o f D. S. Warner by A. L. Byers. A  
reprint with additional pictures o f pioneer min
isters. Clothbound, 496 pages. Price, $6.00.

The Gift o f Tongues—What It Is and What
It Is Not by G. E. Harmon. 20-page booklet. 
25*.

Egermeier's Bible Story Book for chil
dren, with beautiful colored pictures. 576 pages. 
Cloth binding. Standard Edition, $15.95.

Just Mary by Effie Williams. A  true story 
for young people and older folks as well. 96 
pages in paper binding. Price, $ 1.00.

Holy Spirit Baptism and the Second 
Cleansing by R. R. Byrum. Consists o f 108 
pages in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.00.

A  Religious Controversy by C. E. Orr. An 
80-page, paperbound book presenting truths 
in an interesting manner. Price, $1.00.

The Redemption of Howard Gray by
Charles Naylor. True experience o f ayoungman 
seeking and finding the truth o f God’s Word. 
Paperbound. 72 pages. Price, $1.00.

Food for Lambs by C. E. Orr. Contains 168 
pages in a heavy paper cover. Price, $2.00.

Salvation Present, Perfect, Now or Never,
by D. S. Warner. 63 pages, paperbound, 75*.

Heart Talks by C. W. Naylor. Consists o f 59 
chapters with a different subject treated in each 
chapter. It contains 280 pages in a heavy paper 
cover. Price, $3.00.

Our Darlings' Bible ABC Book by Isabel 
Byrum. Any child who is just learning the letters 
o f the alphabet will enjoy this book. There is a 
Bible story to go with each letter. It is bound in 
a heavy paper cover and contains 64 pages. The 
price is 50*.

The Church of God by D. S. Warner. 24 
pages in heavy paper binding. Price 50*.

Paula, the Waldensian by Eva Lecomte. A  
175 page book relating the touching story o f a 
young girl who went to live with her uncle who 
was opposed to even the mention o f God. Bound 
in a heavy paper cover. Price, $2.50.

The Hero of Hill House by Mabel Hale. A  
very interesting and inspiring true story, this 
book contains 224 pages in a heavy paper cover. 
Price $3.00.

Must We Sin? by D. S. Warner. This 24- 
page booklet records the supposed conversa
tion between Bro. Light and Bro. Foggy on the 
sin question. Price, 50*.

Was the Devil Ever in Heaven? by O. B.
Wilson. Clear Bible answer in paper cover. 32 
pages. 50*.

Personal Experiences of S. O. Susag was
written by himself, a Norwegian who had many 
marvelous experiences and answers to prayer 
as an early-day minister in the Church o f God. 
192 pages are bound in a heavy paper cover. 
Price, $2.50.

Write for a complete list o f other excellent 
books in stock at this office and ready for 
prompt delivery.

For postage and handling, add 90* for the 
first dollar and 9* for each additional dollar o f 
total order.

Mail Orders to—

FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Box 518, Guthrie, OK 73044
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Prayer Requests
OH—“I’m 75 years old and legally blind. 

Arthritis has taken over my right knee. Please 
put me on the prayer list o f your readers."

—Lawrence Graham 
AL—Sis. Pearlene Gerald has requested 

prayer for high blood pressure, eyes and nerves.
MO—“I need prayer. I’m not very well in 

body." —Thelma Halbrook
KY—“Please pray for my sister-in-law. Her 

mind is getting real bad and we can’t get her to 
help herself. Only God can help her."

—Wilma Horsley 
OH—Sis. Juanita Blankenship desires 

prayer for an eye problem.
MS—“Please pray for me. I have had a mini

stroke and need help from the Lord very much. 
Also pray for my wife and brother-in-law who 
need help from the Lord." —Harold Griffon

LISTING OF CASSETTE TAPES AVAILABLE

Cassette tapes are now available o f the 
Pacoima State Camp Meeting. A  list o f other 
meetings are available upon request.

The complete Evening Light Songs songbook, 
songs 1-512, played on the piano ONLY, are 
available on 19 cassette tapes. A  list is available 
upon request to describe which songs are on 
each tape.

Also available is a booklet itemizing over 
4,000 messages, songs and stories. These tapes 
date from 1950 to the present. We are asking a 
small fee in the amount o f $7.00 per booklet 
which will include updates twice ayear. Fees for 
tapes are $3.00 each.

Please direct all correspondence to: Sis. 
Kimberly Francisco, 44452 Stillwater Drive, 
Lancaster, CA 93536. Phone (805) 945-3676.

Meeting Notices
HOLLY HILL, SC REVIVAL

Revival services are planned, if the Lord 
wills, for October 7-16, 1994, at the Church o f 
God o f Holly Hill, SC. We are located approxi
mately one mile offHwy. 310 on Bayview Street.

Accommodations are limited, but we wel
come all who wish to attend. Services will be at 
7:30 every evening.

The Lord’s blessings and your prayers are 
much desired for the meeting.

If you would like more information, please 
call Bro. Alvoid Pratt, (803) 492-3366; or Bro. 
Utson Platt, (803) 496-5759.

OUTREACH MEETING 
AT JUNCTION CITY, KY

The congregation at Junction City, KY is 
planning a special out-reach meeting. Lord 
willing, October 16-23. We invite everyone to 
come and help us reach out to souls in this area. 
We plan to hold services nightly at 7:00 p.m. 
Prayer services, street services and young 
people’s services will be scheduled during the 
day. Here is a great opportunity for young 
people—and older ones, too—who are burdened 
to work for the Lord! Come help us sing, preach 
and pass out gospel literature. We are praying 
the Lord to send the ministers o f His choosing. 
Lodging will be provided. Come praying and 
come to work. Souls will be our reward. We are 
looking forward to something special from the 
Lord.

The chapel is located about 2 miles south o f 
Danville in Junction City, near the intersection 
o f Main Street (Hwy300) and the new Hwy. 127. 
For more information call Bro. and Sis. Dan 
Gellenbeck, (606) 792-6749 or Bro. and Sis. Ed 
Johnston, (606) 332-4244.

FRESNO. CA FALL REVIVAL

The annual Fall Revival at Fresno, CA has 
been set for October 28-November 6. There will 
be nightly services at 7:30. On both Sundays 
there will be three services— 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. On the last Saturday there 
will be two services— 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

For more information contact the pastor, 
Bro. Charles Taylor, phone: (209) 348-9029, or 
you may write to Bro. Taylor at: 4776 N. Chest
nut, Fresno, CA 93726.

GENERAL SOUTHERN ASSEMBLY 
MEETING AT LORANGER, LA

The Assembly Meeting w ill start, Lord will
ing, Sunday, November 20th, continuing daily 
through November 27th.

Its purpose is for the good o f souls and the 
edifying o f the Church. Come praying for the 
meeting.

There is a dormitory for the sisters and one 
for the brothers. Power and water hookups are 
provided for those with campers. Meals will be
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served and expenses met by freewill offerings. 
From Loranger, go two miles south and about 
three and one-half miles east on Hwy. 40.

For those traveling 1-55, the grounds are 
about 10 miles east o f the Tickfaw exit (take 
Hwy. 442 east which runs into Hwy. 40).

For more information write Nelson Doolittle: 
51367Narretto Rd., Loranger, LA70446. Phone: 
(504) 878-6111.

The chapel phone is: (504) 878-2788.

GOULDS AND MIAMI, FL 
REVIVAL MEETING

The Goulds and Miami, FL revival meeting o f 
the Church o f God has been scheduled for 
November 22-27, 1994. We are praying and 
expecting a blessed meeting. A ll are invited and 
welcome to attend. Services will be at 7:30 
nightly. A  singspiration and young people’s 
service is planned for the Saturday o f the meet
ing.

Lodging and meals will be provided. Please 
come praying and expecting to labor and receive 
a blessing.

For further information contact Bro. Robert 
McIntyre, (305) 233-2166, or Bro. Charles Clar, 
(305) 235-4271, or Sis. Mary Hargrave, (305) 
258-4102.

L etters  
from , the 
H ead ers

AL—Dear saints: We desire to thank every
one for their prayers for our daughter, Ashley, 
while she was so sick with poison oak. The Lord 
richly blessed her and us during that time. 
Ashley had such a sweet spirit and the Lord 
relieved the itchiness to a miraculous extent. 
Her recovery from it was so swift, and we praise 
the Lord for that, too. We are learning that the 
Lord is able in every circumstance.

We would also like to thank the different 
ones that called or sent a card. It meant so 
much. We really felt the love and support o f the 
saints.

Pray for us as we pray for you,
—Barry and Sarah Herron

MO—Dear Bro. Wayne, co-workers and 
saints: It has been much too long since I have

sent in my testimony, but I am still living by 
faith and trusting in the Lord for my every need.

I had a problem with my right leg, behind the 
knee, during the spring. For several weeks I had 
trouble walking and it was a real struggle to get 
my shoe and hose o ff and on and I couldn’t kneel 
to pray because o f the pain. One day I promised 
the Lord that if  He would heal me o f the affliction 
that I would send in my testimony and tell 
others what He has done for me.

I started getting better, and it wasn’t long 
until I was healed and feeling great. In fact I feel 
so good, and there are so many things that need 
to be done, that I have been putting o ff writing 
my testimony.

This morning I decided I had better let the 
work wait or I might need the Lord’s help again 
someday and He might ignore me....

I am so thankful I was raised in a Christian 
home, a privilege few people have these days. 
Though my parents were poor and couldn’t give 
us much in the way o f material things, we were 
taught about love and salvation, and to me the 
values of life are o f much more importance than 
all o f our worldly goods.

I desire your prayers for my unsaved loved 
ones. Pray for me that I w ill be found faithful 
until the end. May God’s blessings be upon each 
and every saint.

Christian love, —Sis. Violet Sinkhom

OK—Dear Brother Wayne: I would like to 
direct you and your readers to a couple o f 
articles which I have recently read. We so often 
deplore the current depth o f sin which is abound
ing in our beloved country. Many o f us would 
like to do something, but don’t know what 
action to take. There is an old proverb which 
says, “A ll it takes for evil to abound is for a good 
man to do nothing.” With that in mind, I would 
like to share with your readers the following 
excerpts from the American Family Association 
Journal, an editorial by Dr. Donald E. Wildmon, 
AFA President, July 1994, entitled, “Howto Win 
the Abortion Debate.”

“Those o f us who believe in the preciousness 
o f human life have our work cut out for us. 
Before we can overcome the secular, liberal 
powergrip on our society, we must convince the 
grassroots that the taking o f unborn life is 
morally wrong and that they must be involved. 
That is our task. And it is a big one.

“In the early years o f Christianity, unwanted 
babies in Rome were left for the animals to
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devour or were raised as slaves. But then mem
bers o f the new religion, Christians they were 
called, began to take those outcast newborns In 
and care for them. They remembered what 
Christ had said: ‘Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not....’ Before 
long the babies were being left on the doorsteps 
o f these Christians. Instinctively, the mother 
knew that giving the child to the Christians was 
better than abandoning it to the elements.

“What if our local churches paid for the 
mother’s expenses, took the responsibility for 
the newborn, and found homes where they 
would be wanted and loved? That would do 
more damage to the pro-choice, pro-abortion 
advocates than all the laws ever passed.

'For this is the will o f God, that by doing good 
you may put to silence the ignorance o f foolish 
men.’ That is the responsibility o f Christians. 
Always has been. Always will be."

In another article in the same issue, by 
Michael B. Bobrow, is this excerpt:

“Whether it be the Nazi Holocaust, or the 
slaughter during World War II o f a million 
Armenians in Turkey, or Communist tyrants 
killing millions in China, Cambodia and the 
former Soviet Union,—or the American Holo
caust where over 30 million unborn children 
have been legally put to death (with approval not 
only o f the U. S. Supreme Court, but now also 
the White House)—there is no more heinous 
and evil crime than the mass destruction o f 
innocent human beings."

It is my opinion that identifying the abortion 
issue as the “American Holocaust" is quite 
appropriate. I have always felt that man’s inhu
manity to man is horrendous.

May these few words give food for thought to 
your readers. I remain, —Vesta-Nadine Severs

MO—Dear saints: I hope this finds you safe 
and well; living for the Lord daily with your 
whole heart.

I must praise the Lord for His blessings to 
me, blessings o f which I am unworthy. The Lord 
has provided enough work for me. Only by the 
Lord’s grace and mercies am I able to keep up 
with it. I thank Him for a place to go and worship 
Him, a place to praise His holy name and ask 
Him in prayer for guidance and sure footing 
against the storms o f sin.

We, in ourselves, cannot brace ourselves 
from falling, nor from slipping, but by hanging 
onto the Lord and leaning against Him it is
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possible to stand against sin and stay safe and 
secure in the Lord’s arms....

Pray for me, —John Pierce

LA—Dear Bro Wayne: May God bless you 
and all your fellow workers there at the Print 
Shop. We are so glad to be able to report victory 
in our souls this morning. We are thankful for 
God’s gracious dealing$ with us and that all is 
as well as it is. We are so greatly blessed. Praise 
His holy name.

Max is getting along reasonably well. He still 
requires much help in getting from bed to chair, 
etc., and is able to do but very little by himself. 
We are thankful for the way the Lord blesses me 
with strength to care for him.

Remember us in your prayers as we come to 
your mind. We are very dependent on the Lord.

God bless, —Max and Lula Williamson

KS—Dear ones at the Faith Publishing 
House: Greetings in Jesus’ dear name. We are 
glad for His love towards us.

Right now I face the trial o f a broken arm, 
but expect the Lord to do a perfect work. We had 
been praying that we wanted to honor Him with 
our lives. That is our purpose in life. He is our 
great Father. Years ago the Lord was teaching 
me to trust Him and gave me an example o f how 
we were to honor our earthly fathers when they 
made us a promise to supply our need.

You pray for us that we’ll keep our eyes upon 
His promise, and not falter as Peter did when he 
looked at the waves o f the sea....

Our Christian love,
—Bro. Ralph and Sis. Inez Beisly

MI—Dear Bro. Wayne and all you dear ones 
in the Lord’s work: It sure is sad to see things 
fade. Winter will soon be here again. In heaven 
things won’t change. It w ill be forever, and we 
won’t grow old. We sure have something great to 
look forward to. It is a comfort to know we have 
the Lord and that He is with us through all the 
trials we have in this world....

“I love the Lord, because he hath heard my 
voice and my supplications. Therefore will I call 
upon him as long as I live.” Psa. 116:1-2.1 want 
to thank all o f you very much for your prayers. 
I am better, but still have some problems with 
my skin. I know the Lord will heal me from it 
completely. The Lord is so wonderful to me. I 
know He loves me and all o f His dear children.

Yours in the Lord, —Sis. Olive Getterson
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OR—Dear Bro. Wayne and all o f the saints 
everywhere: Greetings in the name of Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior. Thank God for the dedicated 
laborers in the harvest field that work in the 
Lord’s Print Shop. I have just finished reading 
the September issue o f Faith and Victory and 
feel impressed to write a testimony.

I went to an altar o f prayer, confessing my 
need for salvation in 1939 or 1940. I was 
baptized and know that I was bom  again be
cause the Holy Spirit witnessed to my spirit. All 
thing$ became new and I had a special love for 
the Word o f God and a desire to read it. I did not 
have much understanding o f what had taken 
place in my life and, looking back on it, I can’t 
remember that I received much encouragement 
or instruction to help me know how to live for 
God. How I wish that I could have then been 
made to see God’s great love for me, and the 
agony and suffering that Jesus endured to set 
me free from sin. Sad to say, in less than a year 
I lost my desire for godly things and gradually 
backslid into my former life. I don’t think that I 
actually felt like deliberately living a life o f sin, 
but I just let Satan lead me on without trying to 
do anything about it. My mother made me think 
that she wanted me, or hoped for me, to be a 
preacher o f the Gospel, and I am sure that made 
me shrink back from fully committing my life to 
God. I never really felt that I was called to 
preach, but the thought was there to make me 
hold back. I learned to use tobacco, but other
wise lived a good life for some time, and the Devil 
was always there to assure me that I wasn’t 
really too bad. I went into the Navy during World 
War II and learned to drink, but God was good 
to give me the fear o f becoming addicted to it and 
I gave it up altogether in 1948.1 yielded to other 
temptations while I was in the Navy, but I am 
now sure that God kept me from yielding at 
other times and I am very thankful.

In 1950 I m arried Doris V. (Creson) 
Coonrod.... In 1975, after several intervals over 
the years o f professing and not professing, the 
Lord permitted me to be afflicted so veiy badly 
I had to quit my usual work as an auto parts 
counterman. This caused us to have a very 
difficult time financially for some months. The 
next summer I promised God that if He would 
make me able to do the work and get a job I had 
applied for on a large farm, I would live for Him 
the rest o f my life. I also promised to make right 
all known wrongs that I had committed and 
asked Him to bring them all to remembrance so

that I could clear up everything possible from 
my past life. He was faithful to answer my 
petition.

Doris was more faithful to live up to her 
beliefs, and I know that many things that I did 
before I made a full surrender were much hin
drance to her in her living for God. I am per
suaded that she lived to all the light she had and 
was ready to meet her Savior when she departed 
from this life on July 12, 1994.

It is wonderful to have a God to serve who 
delights to exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth. Pray form e that 
I will ever be faithful to be obedient to do His will 
in my life as long as He gives me life on this 
earth, and that I will be ready when Jesus comes 
for His own.

With Christian love, —Bill Busch

OK—Bro. Wayne and saints: It is with over
whelming joy and extreme appreciation that I 
greet you in the name o f Jesus our Lord, who 
loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, making us kings and priests unto God; to 
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. (Rev. 1:5-6.)

In following the Lord’s guidance, I and my 
three younger daughters have moved from 
Goulds, Florida to live in Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
I stand in awe o f God’s wondrous workings in 
helping me to know where He wanted me. I wish 
to express my heartfelt thanks to all for your 
love, concern, gifts and prayers over the past 
years. God will not be unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor o f love which you have shown 
toward His name, in your ministering to me and 
my family. The lovingkindness o f God through 
Jesus and His saints endears my heart to Him 
more and more and keeps me continually in
debted. I am provoked to love and serve Him and 
His more fervently, and I beg your prayers that 
I’ll fulfill His w ill and purposes for my life until 
I finish my course with joy.

Also pray for the growing congregation here 
at Muskogee. In addition to Sunday morning's 
10:00 Sunday School and 11:00 Worship Ser
vices, we have begun Bible study classes on 
Sunday nights, 7:00—8:30, with once a month 
(2nd Sunday) emphasis on marriage-related 
study, and youth and children-related study 
(4th Sunday). We are also inviting all who can to 
meet with us on 5th Sundays for all-day ser
vices: Sunday School 10:00, Morning Worship 
11:00, dinner for all, then 4:00 Afternoon Ser-
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vice. The next 5th Sunday is October 30,1994. 
We look forward to seeing all whom the Lord 
would lead this way. Muskogee is between 
Highway 69 and the Muskogee Turnpike. The 
chapel address: 301 N. 15th St.

Please continue to pray for my husband and 
older children’s salvation. I am encouraged that 
our faithful, Spirit-inspired intercessions, on 
the basis o f Christ’s redemption, w ill make the 
difference between whether our loved ones are 
saved or not.

Your servant in Him, —Sis. Bonnie Riley, 
205 N. Junction St., Muskogee, OK 74401. 
Phone: (918) 687-1294.

For further information about services at 
Muskogee contact Bro. and Sis. Leo Johnson, 
1311 S. 35th St., Muskogee, OK 74401. Phone: 
(918) 687-4564 or Bro. Toney and Sis. Beverly 
Anderson, 311N. 12th St., Muskogee, OK74401. 
Phone: (918) 682-3868.

Mexico—Dear Bro. Wayne and family: Greet
ings in the love of the Lord, who is great in mercy 
towards us. He has us in His hand, which 
protects us from the attacks o f the enemy.

I want to thank you for the effort you made 
to be in our camp meeting. It was a great 
blessing. Please give our thanks to all the saints 
that came. To all o f you, thank you and may God 
bless you for your love to us and the work here 
in Mexico. Pray for us.

Love, —Sis. Panchita Escobar

IN MEMORIAM

Earl Sanders was bom  October 22,1903 in 
Williamson County, IL to Ira and Elizabeth 
Davis Sanders. He was 90 years old when he 
passed from this life, and had served the Lord in 
many ways.

He visited hospitals, prisons and homes, 
praying with and for all needs. He had a New 
Testament which he carried in the mines until 
it was dirty with coal dust. He loved to testify 
wherever he went for the Lord. He passed on to 
meet in glory with others that had gone home, 
on July 11, 1994 at Shawnee, OK.

He married Pauline Sanders, November 17, 
1923, who preceded him in death on December 
26, 1967. He then married Wilma Wiseman 
Bruce on February 3, 1979, who survives him.

Other survivors include two sons and daugh- 
ters-in-law, Earl and Sylvia Sanders, o f Austin, 
TX, Ira and Betty Sanders o f Dunnellon, FL; two 
stepsons and daughter-in-law, Raymond and 
Linda Bruce o f Marion, IL and Jeny Bruce o f 
Johnston City, IL; one stepdaughter and son- 
in-law, Shirley and Steve Canaday of Marion, IL; 
five grandchildren and four stepgrandchildren.

We wish to thank one and all in Shawnee, 
OK and the Golden Rule Home for the wonderful 
care Earl received while in the home. We wish to 
thank Bro.’s Derrill and Merrill Smith for com
ing to Illinois and holding services for us. They 
were a blessing to us in our time o f need.

—The family o f Earl Sanders

Margaret Johnson Eck was bom  June 27, 
1910 to Robert and Sara Pierce Johnson in 
McAlester, OK, and passed on to her reward 
August30,1994, at the age o f eighty-four years, 
two months and three days.

She married Albert D. Eck o f Meno, OK, on 
February 9, 1930, in Guthrie, OK, and they 
were blessed with sixty-four years together. To 
this union was bom  four children, Donald Irvin, 
LaVera Ruth (who died at 2 1/2 years o f age). 
Opal LaVema and Ruby DeLoris.

She was convicted o f her need o f salvation at 
the tender age of 10 years, and sought the Lord 
for forgiveness. As she grew in knowledge and 
understanding she became aware of a quarrel
some nature within and was guided by her 
mother to yield her life to God for the Holy 
Spirit’s infilling at 12 years o f age. She remained 
true to this consecration o f her will until her 
death. The Lord began using her as a young 
person to give lessons in the young people's 
meetings. In time the Lord called her to the 
ministry. She, with her husband always faith
fully by her side, pastored congregations in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas and Missouri. 
She also helped here in the local congregation at 
Four Comers, OK, when needed.

She was a strict, but wise and loving mother. 
Her day started with prayer and her children 
have many memories o f being awakened by her 
softly praying and calling their names in prayer. 
She would pray that God would awaken her 
early on Sunday mornings, which He always 
was faithful to do. She would arise around 4:00 
a.m. to prepare her soul for the service and 
dinner so she could bring someone home from 
church. This pattern continued in her life until
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a week before her passing when she awoke 
around 3:30, got chickens out o f the freezer and 
awakened Albert, telling him to get up and get 
ready for church, as she thought it was Sunday.

She was a woman o f faith and has been 
personally healed o f many afflictions. Her fam
ily will greatly miss knowing that Mother, Grand
mother and Great-grandmother is praying for 
them.

She is survived by her dear, devoted hus
band, Albert; one son, Donald, o f Bartlett, KS; 
two daughters, LaVema Probst o f Bluejacket, 
OK and DeLoris Bradley o f Bartlett, KS; one 
sister, Hattie Dean of Guthrie, OK; nine grand
children, nineteen great-grandchildren, as well 
as several, who as young people found a haven 
in their home, a host o f nieces and nephews, 
friends and saints.

She was preceded in death by one daughter, 
her parents, two brothers and two sisters.

Funeral services were conducted at the 
Welch, OK Civic Center with pastor, Stanley 
Dickson officiating. Sis. Carrie McMillian and 
Bro. Leslie Busbee assisted. Interment was in 
the Lake Creek Cemetery at Bartlett, KS.

In Appreciation

We desire to express our appreciation for all 
the cards, flowers, offerings, telephone calls, 
telegrams and words o f encouragement we re
ceived from each one during our wife’s and 
mother’s last illness and death. It all meant so 
much. She truly loved the people o f God and she 
loved the truth. In Bible study on Wednesday 
before her passing there had been several com
ments on a passage o f scripture, and after 
hearing the discussion she made comment that 
we can try to explain or reason, but where God’s 
Word is plain we need only to accept and 
embrace it. This is the simplicity that she lived 
by. To her salvation was not complicated; it was 
simply taking God’s Word and believing it. We 
will miss her, but we desire your prayers that we 
will never get away from her teachings nor stray 
from her God. —Bro. Albert Eck and family

Marcia Anne White was bom  on the 12th of 
December, 1950, to Cloid and Ethel Rea in 
Midwest City, OK.

She departed this life September 2,1994, at 
the age o f forty-three years, eight months and 
twenty days, to forever be with her Lord and 
Master, in whom she loved and trusted so 
much.

She is survived by her husband, Roger, two 
daughters, Jennifer o f Oklahoma City, OK and 
Melissa White o f the home; two sons, Jeffrey 
and Jeremy White also o f the home; one sister, 
Debbie Ashby and husband Marshall, and their 
two children, Amy and Russell Ashby o f Bonham, 
TX, all o f whom she loved so deeply and gave 
herself for.

Marcia met Roger in November, 1965. They 
were married November 3, 1967, for a union o f 
twenty-six years and ten months. We know, and 
there is no doubt, that our darling wife and 
momma is somewhere in the paradise o f God, 
perhaps at Jesus’ feet or among God’s roses. We 
miss you so very much, sweetheart, wife and 
momma! But, we would not call you back even 
if we could. We will be together again soon, by 
God’s grace!

Funeral services were conducted by Bros. 
Charles Elwell and Leslie Busbee. Interment 
was in Summit View Cemetery, Guthrie, OK.

We wanted to keep you here, 
Sister Marcia,

Your healing was our prayer; 
But Jesus had a better plan 

When He took you by the hand 
And led you to the glory land.

We’re left to treasure each event 
That somehow had you in it; 

Your face,
Your smile,

Your voice o f cheer,
Will ever linger near,

Sister Marcia,
With us who do remember.

—Connie Sorrell

HOME LIFE

“Daddy, Would You Play With Me 
A Little Bit?”
By Dave Drury

“Tomorrow night he’ll play with me," 
that’s what the young girl said,

As she slowly climbed the lonely stairs 
and put herself to bed.
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“I know my daddy loves me,” 
she kept saying in her head.

“He’s such a very busy man 
and he must work instead.”

But somehow way down deep inside 
she knew that it was true,

That tomorrow may not ever come 
for next day’s busy too.

But still she keeps on dreaming 
that soon the day will come

When daddy will have time for her 
and then they’ll have some fun.

Still weeks pass by and turn to months 
and months turn into years.

The little girl is waiting still 
although it is with tears.

She’s growing up, her life has changed 
and she has teenage fears

“Oh, why won’t daddy talk with me?” 
but this is all she hears.

“I’ll talk with you tomorrow night,
I’m awfully tired right now.

You know I really am concerned 
but can’t find time somehow.”

And so she slowly climbs the stairs 
her tender heart so crushed,

By all the years she’s been put off, 
by daddy always rushed.

Oh, Christian friend don’t hesitate 
to spend an hour or two,

With a child our Lord has sent your way. 
It will help the both of you.

And when your days on earth shall end 
you’ll have no heartfelt sorrow

About the many times you said,
“I’ll play, or talk to you tomorrow."

Fair-Weather Cults
There is a passage, in Acts 27:8, which tells us 

how that Paul on his journey to Rome, came to a 
Cretan harbor called, “Fair havens.” But it was 
“badly placed for wintering in.” (Verse 12.) It was 
a fair-weather harbor with a beautiful name, but 
it was badly placed. It could not protect against 
winter winds and storms. Many people take refuge 
in cults and movements which bear lovely names, 
like “Fair Havens,” but they are “badly placed for 
wintering in.” They can’t stand up against the 
rugged facts of sin, death and disaster.

—John Varghese

I SAW  
JESUS

One day this sum
mer, my Mother and I 
planned to meet at 
Taco Mayo for lunch.
I arrived there first 
and was waiting in
side for her when someone said, “Juanita, 
your mother, (Sis. Hattie Dean) is in a bad 
wreck out front!” I was so thankful to find 
Mother unharmed, even though her car 
was totaled. She was stopped in her lane, 
waiting to turn in when a man in a pickup 
rammed her from the rear. My mother will 
be 80 on her next birthday and we felt we 
witnessed a real miracle for her to be 
completely unharmed.

The police came. He knew I would take 
mother home. Then he asked the man 
how he intended to get home, as his 
pickup was also being towed away. “Oh 
my,” he said, “I have no idea. I live in 
Choctaw.” Without giving it a thought. 
Mother said, “If I had a car, I would loan 
it to you.” This was said truly from her 
heart. Everyone around was so surprised, 
because this man’s negligence had just 
destroyed mother’s car.

I feel I really saw Jesus in my mother 
that day as I have many other times. I am 
thankful for the love and care I have 
always seen in my mother.

—Sis. Juanita Montgomery

The Branch
(Continued from page 3.)

regardless of parentage, and only as he looks to 
Christ will he find the m aterial he needs that will 
make salvation real for him.

When we understand these details of hu
man background, then it is not difficult at all to 
see why the Father could not deal with any 
normal human candidate in the capacity de
scribed by the inspiration of the prophet. The 
Spirit of the Lord cannot work to the extent 
described in the text of Isaiah 11 in any heart or 
life that is so completely saturated and con
trolled by self-interest. This understanding
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focuses our attention on a specific detail o f the 
inspired text. It says, “And a Branch shall grow 
out o f his roots." “A  Branch" designated a singu
lar thing; a one-of-a-kind item. In other words, 
a specific and peculiar Branch that is separate 
from and independent o f all other branches. If 
this specific Branch is the One upon which the 
Spirit o f the Lord would be poured in such 
profusion, then it would seem a prudent thing 
indeed to inquire a bit into the distinguishing 
characteristics it possesses. What is it that 
renders this One able to receive from God what 
no other earthly being is able to obtain?

This same prophet, Isaiah, in chapter 7 o f 
his writings, and verse 14, gave this prophecy. 
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel." Nowhere, in 
all o f human history, has an event such as this 
been declared and proven. Potentates and dig
nitaries all through the ages have declared 
themselves o f royal blood and superior lineage 
butnone have ever proven themselves o f heaven’s 
virtue by the very lives they live. Let us take a 
brief look for a few moments at this prophesied 
“Branch” that is offered by divine inspiration as 
it is presented in the book o f Matthew.

The account begins by listing in sequence 
the forty-two generations that led up to the 
producing o f this prophesied One. We will do 
well to note that the Apostle in his account made 
specific reference to “the Stem o f Jesse,” and 
took special note o f the fact that he was the 
father of David the king. This, remember, was to 
provide one means o f identification for the One 
who was to be designated “the Branch." Imme
diately, upon the listing o f this genealogy, the 
Apostle launched into a rehearsing o f detail that 
accompanied the conception and birth o f this 
One for whom the genealogy was just given. 
According to the histories that I have read, an 
espousal, in that day and time, was the equiva
lent o f what we term an engagement between a 
couple anticipating marriage today. It did not 
grant the intimacy that is provided by the 
marriage vow, but simply made public by formal 
announcement, future intention. It was during 
this term of espousal that M aiy, though she had 
not yet known a man, was discovered to be with 
child. Now, here is unfolding evidence given by 
the prophet o f old for another means of identi
fying this coming Branch. The prophet had said, 
“Behold, a virgin shall be with child." Think for 
a moment what these details imply. A  virgin is

womanhood who has never known or partici
pated in the intimacy o f a male, female relation
ship. In humankind, conception cannot take 
place without that intimate contact, but when 
that contact occurs it destroys the fact o f virgin
ity. That means there is no way flesh and blood 
o f itself could have achieved this described 
condition, yet here she is, carrying a child, 
without ever having known a man which is the 
only source, to human knowledge, that children 
come from. All o f this perplexed Joseph just as 
it would have any o f us, until the angel of God 
came and explained it for him. This is what is 
said, “But while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel o f the Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son o f David, 
fear not to take unto thee M aiy thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is o f the Holy Ghost. 
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.” Here we have heaven’s witness 
bearing record to earth’s event that this proce
dure is something beyond human endeavor and 
is the method being used to bring forth this 
prophesied Branch.

This brings us face to face with more details 
that are important to us. This designated 
“Branch,” in order to do and be everything that 
was foretold o f Him, would have to be a living 
being, something capable o f thought and action 
such as we are. The only means o f entrance for 
a being like that to this earthly realm, that we 
know anything about, is by physical birth. But 
there is more. This One is coming by physical 
birth, as we know birth to be, but that is about 
as far as the analogy can go. He was conceived 
o f the Holy Ghost, therefore, He would bear the 
image of His heavenly Father’s likeness. This is 
a feature totally different from the Adam image 
that all human progeny carries, and so His 
thinking would be different. His values would 
differ, and His concepts would be different, for 
He would be fashioned after heavenly mold. As 
a result o f His background He would be able to 
reflect from God, in heaven’s realm, to man, in 
earthly realm, the true image o f what our Cre
ator had wanted when He created man in His 
own image at the beginning. One writer, after he 
had come to know Christ and had accepted 
Him, wrote thus, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form 
o f God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: But made himself o f no reputation, and 
took upon him the form o f a servant, and was
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An atheist regularly attended the services 
of a certain church. Someone asked him, 
“Why do you go to that church? You don’t 
believe anything the minister says.” “Of course 
I don’t, but I believe in that minister! He lives 
the way he preaches,” was the reply.

If preachers insist on competing with 
psychiatrists as counselors, with physicians 
as healers, with politicians as statesmen and 
with philosophers as speculators, then these 
specialists have every right to tell them how 
to preach. If a minister’s message is not based 
on “thus saith the Lord,” then as a sermon it 
is good for nothing but to be cast out and 
trodden under foot of the specialists in the 
department with which it deals.

It is not foolish preaching that brings the 
lost ones to Christ, but the “foolishness of 
preaching.”

Brother ministers, let not sin-sick souls, 
with burdened minds and battered spirits, 
turn away from our messages empty be-

TO
MESSENGERS* <> <,

cause, when they sought a spiritual remedy, 
we offered them only one more dreary diag
nosis of the crisis of the hour!

We must preach what has passed through 
the crucible of our own experience. We shall 
never produce conviction in others until the 
truth is a burning conviction in our own 
souls. Bunyan said: “I preached what I did 
feel; what I smartingly did feel!”

A famous minister in the early years of 
his ministry, spoke quite loudly. As he grew 
older, he spoke more quietly. A  friend asked 
why the change. The minister replied, “When 
I was young, I thought it was the thunder 
that killed people. When I grew older and 
wiser, I learned that it was the lightning, so 
I determined to thunder less and lighten 
more!”

I am not tired of my work, neither am I 
tired of the world. Yet, when Christ calls me 
home, I shall go with the gladness of a 
schoolboy bounding away from school!

Editor’s Note: We would like to make this minister’s column a regular feature as we 
receive sound and constructive articles and material for it. If you feel you have some 
inspirational thoughts to share pertaining to ministry or minsters, we would be happy to 
have them sent to us.

We also invite response to the following quote, “IN BEING HID BEHIND THE CROSS, 
A MINISTER MAY CAREFULLY USE HIS EXPERIENCES IN LIFE AS ILLUSTRATIONS IN 
HIS MESSAGES, BUT MUST BE EVEN MORE CAREFUL IN USING HIMSELF AND HIS LIFE 
AS AN EXAMPLE OFTRUTH. THIS CAN BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE IN THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE WORD BY THE HEARERS.”

made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly ex
alted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus eveiy 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; And 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
(Phil. 2:5-11.)

This helps us understand why He was des
ignated “The Branch,” for He is a direct offshoot, 
and bears the exact image of the rootstock, of 
His heavenly Father, for the angel declared Him 
conceived of the Holy Ghost. Isaiah has told us 
in Isa. 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts." Man, in 
his fallen, sin-depraved condition, is totally
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unable to perceive, let alone comprehend, the 
pure, holy mind o f God. But now, here is the 
“Branch" o f the Father, presented in human 
form to human intelligence, but bearing within 
Himself the exact image and form o f His heav
enly Father. He is the One who is declared to be 
the “...Light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world." John 1:9.

With His divinely bestowed image o f His 
Father’s likeness, then o f course His mind set 
would be as His Father’s. His conduct would be 
in accord with His Father’s. Thus we can easily 
see how the seven, or complete, functions o f the 
Spirit o f God as described by the prophet could 
work in and through Him to accomplish the 
things the prophet o f old had enumerated. He 
left this world declaring to His Father, “I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” 
When I ponder the work that was prescribed for 
Him, then it becomes clear to me that He died in 
order to shed His blood for the cleansing o f my 
committed sins, but He is risen from the dead 
and lives again in order that I might be bom  
again into newness o f life and have the mind and 
likeness that He possesses living in me.

Now, here is another evidence that was to 
appear with the revealing of "The Branch.” “And 
righteousness shall be the girdle o f his loins....” 
Isa. 11:5. He came as “The Branch," o f His 
Father in order to expose the mind and will o f 
His Father to a humanity that was totally igno
rant o f the Father. For every man who comes to 
know the Father through His Son, “The Branch” 
and loves and values the ways o f the Father that 
the Son offers, invitation is given to enter into 
and become part o f that heavenly scheme. It will 
require becoming a new creature in Christ 
Jesus in order for it to happen, for old things 
must pass away and all things become new. 
This world, and all that it has to offer which 
seeks to please the lusts and desires o f this 
present flesh, must be put aside and forsaken in 
order for the mind and will o f our God to 
become, and remain, predominant in us as it is 
in our Christ, “The Branch of our Father.” 
Unless that takes place there is offered no hope 
o f an eternal existence where all is in conformity 
with the righteousness o f God. May we pay good 
heed to admonition such as this, “...Let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us. Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher o f our faith;...” Heb. 
12:1-2.

Excerpts Taken From 
Oct., 1944 Faith and Victory
“The world is hungrier than it knows 

for something that is not o f this world. A  
Chautauqua lecturer was sent during the 
war to Ft. Sill. ‘I have a humorous lecture,’ 
he said. ‘I have given it several times; the 
boys seem to like it, but really I am a 
preacher, and I have a gospel message. I 
will give you the entertainment or the 
sermon. How many want the entertain
ment?’ Three hands went up. ‘How many 
want the sermon?’ Eight hundred hands 
went up.

“ ‘I have tested that same thing all over 
the Southern Department, where we have 
had over four hundred thousand men,’ he 
says, ‘with the same results.’ ” —Selected

“Yes, when we get a glimpse o f the 
wonderful things God has in store for His 
own, and how the sufferings o f this way 
only last for a season, then we cry out. 

Take the world for Christ is mine,
In His kingdom I would shine.
Let me labor all my days and years for 

Him;
Perfect love and bliss abound.
In His presence I have found
Life is joy supreme and full o f glory!’ ”

—Margaret Eck

“A  soul working for God cannot have 
race prejudice, for the Spirit o f God has no 
respect o f persons. (Col. 3:25.) The Holy 
Spirit does not use us that we might be 
exalted above our fellows."

—Edith Kriebel


