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Church Z ea l

Oh, give o f your best to the Master,
For He gave His all for you;
And paid your whole debt on Mt. Calvary,
A s never another could do.

The Church is not the work o f man, but the
work o f God. He made the Church. He consti
tuted it and put it together. In Matthew 16:18,
we have our Lord’s promise that He should do
this, and if you will look at Acts 2:41, 47 you
will see that it was the Lord who prospered this
in fa n t Church in Jerusalem by ad d in g to it
those who would be saved. In other words, the
early Church w as sp iritu a lly constitu ted by
Christ. It was openly committed to Christ, and
was gloriously united in Christ. Above all it was
dynam ically empowered through Christ.
We have to adopt many things in our lives
as a scriptural pattern o f the Church. Notice the
word together in Acts 2:44. They were different
in age, background and temperament, but now
having trusted in Christ and been added to the
Church, "all that believed were together.” They
were "all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28).
Unless we are in Christ we can not m aintain
a unity in the Church. That is w hy so-called
“ churches” fail in ecumenism. The early Church
m aintained the unity in diversity. They grew
together. They fed upon the Word together. They
spent much time together. They remembered the
Lord’s death together. They prayed together.
They shared spiritual and material things to
gether. They rejoiced together. (Acts 2:42-47). It
is a pattern for us today. The greatest need today
is for G od’s people to copy the pattern o f the
early Church.
I do praise the Lord for those who are follow
ing the exam ple o f the early Church, even in
this m odern w orld. But the sad th in g about
certain churches is that they keep the pattern
only inside the church. Therefore the Lord can
not add anyone to the Church. We are not get
tin g new souls born in to the C hurch. M any
churches exist because o f the biological birth,
not by the spiritual re-birth.

We all were poor lost sinners,
Wandering in grief and despair;
Far from the portals o f glory,
Yet, no one seemed to care.
We were bound by the sinews o f Satan,
Our poor souls never were blest;
No earthly power could loose us,
Nor impart to us freedom and rest.
But one from on high was watching,
A ll praises be to His name;
And seeing our helpless condition,
Dear Jesus, from heaven, came.
With light to brighten our pathway,
With LOVE that never will end;
And mercy without stint or measure,
And His blood to cover our sin.
Praise God for the day I accepted
His love manifested to me;
Praise God for this great SALVATION,
My soul is now happy and free.
I love Him with all that’s within me,
His service, my sweetest delight;
Little I can do for my Saviour,
But I'll do it with all my might.
For soon will this short life be over,
And we shall be called to go;
To receive our reward up in heaven,
For the deeds we have done here below.
M ay we each give our best to His service,
(There is power in unity, you know)
That the enemy m ay be defeated,
And souls be made whiter than snow.
—Arm ilda Abbott
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Let us go back to the early C hurch. The
record does not end with chapter 2 o f the Acts o f
the Apostles, it goes on to the next chapters. We
learn that believers are saved to serve. Their
service consists o f taking life to lame and help
less humanity. Take a look at the man described
in the 3rd chapter. In him we see a picture o f
hum anity w ithout G od, fo r he is lam e, he is
helpless, destitute and more concerned about
material needs than about spiritual needs. He is
near the temple but outside it. Peter and John
took the gospel and offered salvation to this
man. That is the job we have to do. That is the
mission o f the Church in this world. That is the
eternal purpose o f the Church. This was Jesus’
program (Luke 4:18, 19). It should be ours as
well. (John 17:18; 20:21).
“ Rescue the perishing, Care for the dying,
Snatch them in p ity from sin and the grave;
Weep o ’er the erring one, L ift up the fallen ,
Tell them o f Jesus the m ighty to save.”
The m ethod o f the m ission o f the early
Church was going out and making contact with
the world. This was what Peter and John and
the apostles did. Jesus’ command was to g o out
to the world. It was a m ilitary command. I f we
are faithful to Jesus, we have to obey this. We
are to take the gospel, the, message o f love and
grace o f God, to the people where they are. We
are made fishers o f men. “ Fish” do not usually
come to the church. Fishermen have to go where
there are fish.
My dear friends, let us make a decision that,
“ I w ill do m y best fo r the g lory o f the Lord
Jesus and for the extension o f His kingdom.” I f
you m ake this decision you w on’t have to go
alone. The m ighty Lord is with you. He assures
you that “ . . . A ll power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name o f the
Father, and o f the Son, and o f the H oly Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end o f the world. Amen.”
Matthew 28:18-20.
“Rescue the perishing, Duty demands it,
Strength for thy labor the Lord w ill provide;
B ack to the narrow w ay P a tien tly w in them ;
Tell the poor wand’rer a Saviour has died.”
—P. D. Mathunni
-------------------- o--------------------W hen one is truly hum ble, others w ill be
aware o f it. I f he is not humble, no matter how
many times he may say he is, others cannot see
it. H um ility m eans “ low liness o f m ind” — to
have a lowly estimation o f ourselves.
—Zella M. Robinson

The Im age To The B east
or
Som e Food F or Thought
B y Gene Beisly
D ear reader, I’m sure you en joy pleasant
and beautiful things as I do. In this paper there
are articles and testimonies which are encour
aging and uplifting. We might describe them as
“ beautiful” because o f the blessings and good
feelings that come from reading them. But the
burden I have in this article is different. Portray
ing this topic could be likened to an artist paint
ing a picture and using only one color-—black.
Parts o f this subject matter should be seen as
they really are: dark, dismal, dangerous, ugly
and repulsive. While meditating on this subject,
I found m y soul cryin g out fo r a closer walk
with God and seeking Him d aily for keeping
grace. I know I can’t do without that grace. I
want and need that grace. I need the strength
that only He can give. May God help us.
In Revelation 13:1-15, we read o f a “ dragon”
which gave power to a “beast” (the “first beast”)
after which a “ second beast” comes on the scene
and causes an “im age” to be made to the “ first
beast.” This “ image” is my main concern. What
is it, and what effect has it had over the years?
This im age is just one link in a chain which
starts w ith the “ d ra gon ,” so we should start
there.
M any o f us w ho have studied R evelation
will remember the dragon as representing pa
ganism. Paganism was a widespread power in
the world at the time o f Jesus’ birth. John is
very clear on this matter when in Revelation
13:2 he tells us the dragon transferred his p ow er
and his sea t and g rea t a u th ority to the first
beast.
The m eaning o f the word “ paganism ” as
used in this article refers to “ idol w orsh ip .”
P aganism has been around for a lon g tim e.
A aron m ade a golden c a lf fo r the Israelites
when Moses was on the mount. That ca lf was
an idol. It was a copy o f an Egyptian god which
was an emblem o f the productive power o f nature.
Had these people actually forgotten God’s power
demonstrated by the plagues in Egypt, the way
made through the Red Sea, the pillar o f cloud by
day and the pillar o f fire by night?
Were the pagans (idol worshipers) unedu
cated or ignorant people? Not necessarily. Some
developed rem arkable navigational skills for
ships at sea. Some began the study o f astronomy
by observing the movements o f the moon, stars
and planets. Some developed the first telescopes.
Some developed mathematical ideas that we use
today. Some were judges in the courts o f law in
their day. But pagans w ou ld worship things of
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nature which they did not understand. Meteors heim . W hen found, those people were given
were supposed to be the im ages o f god s sent gifts! “Tricks or treats” — in reverse! Does that
down. Worshiping meteors soon turned to wor make you think o f Halloween? Incidentally, the
shiping just rough stones—then stone columns, man said they did this on October 31. Does this
then rough pieces o f wood, etc.—all these being reveal a little o f Satan’s craftiness and power
places wherein the gods supposedly lived.
w ith w hich he clouds m an’ s good sense and
In those days, the workers with metal had judgment?
an image o f Vulcan in the home or shop. He
What is our understanding concerning pagan
was the god o f fire and metal-working. Vulcan’s ism as pictured in the book o f Revelation? It is
name is tied in closely with volcan oes. Ceres the dragon mentioned in Revelation 13:2 which
was a goddess o f agriculture. Our word cereal gave its power, and seat and g rea t authority to
com es from the nam e. D iana w as the m oon the beast mentioned in the same verse. Thus, we
goddess. Pictures I have seen o f her statue are have introduced to us one o f S atan ’s m aster
repulsive. (Do you remember Acts 19:28? “ Great pieces o f manipulation. Satan used the example
is Diana o f the Ephesians.” ) Mercury was the o f Cain’s and Abel’s offerings to the Lord and
“ messenger” o f the gods. (Paul was called “Mer caused people to sacrifice to m an-made gods.
cury” in Acts 14:12). Furthermore, if someone Satan managed to create a “ copy-cat” version, a
made their living by stealing, they had an image cou n terfeit, o f real w orship. In spite o f very
o f Mercury around. He was the god o f th iev ery clear instructions about their true worship, the
also. In the not-too-distant past and the present, Israelites fell into idolatry again and again.
C hrist’s birth presented a real challenge.
an oil com pany, a tire m anufacturer, and an
electrical goods company have borrowed sym Satan had much o f the world feeling very com
bols “from the gods” for use as a part o f their fortable in their deception o f idol worship which
company’s name. A t least three, and possibly copied the altars, sacrifices, priests and forms o f
four, m onths o f the year, along with m ost, if the true worship. Christ came to fu lfil all that.
not all, the days o f the week are based on names Here was a change taking place. Satan would
o f gods or goddesses. Then there is an interesting also have to change to continue his sway over
account concerning Dagon, the fish-god o f the the people. Christ talked about true forgiveness
Philistines. (I Samuel 5:1-4). Please read it. God o f sin. Much attention and activity were cen
show ed H is h atred o f id o ls here, e sp e cia lly tered around Christ. He was a cen tra l figure,
Dagon, didn’t He? And M olech? Oh, what wifi and quite powerful, Satan no doubt reasoned.
people dream up and create to worship? (Levitcus Could h e set up a central figure (the pope—a
20:2). M y study reveals that Molech’s image was counterfeit) and an organization which would
a hollow, brass statue built over a firebox. The satisfy the non-Christian (pagan) world in the
idol’s arms reached out in front o f it, palms o f face o f such sweeping changes?
History relates to us that a pagan temple
the hands turned up in readiness to receive
built
in Rome was dedicated in B.C. 27 to a ll
som eth in g . T h e id o l w as h ea ted to a fie r y
th
e
g
o d s . A bou t 637 years later, a C a th olic
temperature and then b a b ies were placed in the
pope
rededicated
the sam e bu ild in g to “ the
id o l’ s outstretched hands as a sa crifice. A n
innocent baby suffering such agony to appease b lessed V irg in and a ll th e sa in ts!” Did the
a god w hich existed on ly in the im agin ation passing o f time r e a lly make a difference in the
doesn't make good sense, does it? The picture is people’s beliefs and their worship in this tem
a dark one. It is ugly and repulsive. I hope you ple? No. Only some names were changed. In
are feeling the awfiil deception that surrounded stead o f calling one idol “Jupiter,” they called it
Paul. Instead o f calling another idol “ Venus” it
those people.
We are told the pagan high priest claimed w as renam ed (the V irg in ) M ary. The pagan
he had spiritual and temporal authority over the high priest was called Pontifex Maximus. So is
affairs o f men. H e could dictate how you ran the C a th o lic p op e. T h e p a g a n h ig h p riest
your business or fam ily. H e dictated who would claimed to have spiritual and temporal authority
be the next sacrifice. What awesome power for over men’s affairs. So does the pope. The pagans
elevated men to a “ god-like” position and wor
one person to have over another!
Then there were the Druids. The hours o f shiped them. So do the Catholics. Did the dragon
high noon and midnight were sacred to them. transfer his power, and seat and great authority
Their worship involved the oak tree, mistletoe to this first beast? Yes! But there is more, and if
and human sacrifices. Someone knowledgable you haven’t heard this before, let this sink in
on the su bject recen tly said the D ruids were real deep.
One C ath olic “ fa n a tic” said, “ The Lord
mentioned as being “ worshipers o f the dead.”
omnipotent
[all powerful] hath ceased to reign;
Sanheim was their god o f the dead. One o f their
special celebrations was to dress as the dead, go He has resigned all power to the pope.” Listen
(Continued on page 14)
door-to-door seeking som eone dressed as San
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“ There was a man sent from God. . .” John
1:6. This short sentence speaks volumes. As the
verse goes on to state, John the Baptist was the
man who had a divine call and commission. His
life consisted o f being a messenger for God and
his energy was expended on God’s business.
When we read o f men like M oses, Aaron,
John the B aptist and Paul, we are prone to
consider them exceptions in having a particular
mission for God. It is not likely that any o f us
have seen God in a burning bush, received a
commission directly from God’s lips or had an
angel foretell our birth and what our mission
was to be, yet it is a truth worth considering
that our lives came from God as well as theirs.
(Acts 17:25, Ezek. 18:4). Neither has God put us
upon this earth just to pass away the time or fill
space. E ach o f us was “ sent from G od” and
should live out God’s will and what He had in
view when He made us and placed us here. Our
aim s, talents and thoughts should a ll be di
rected towards God’s cause upon earth. There
are temporal pursuits that are a part o f life, but
our hearts should be centered around the exten
sion o f God’s Kingdom. We should ever be ready
to join a cause for righteousness as we see the
need and feel the leadings o f the Lord. We find
our work and our mission by simple obedience
to God and submission to Him. We can indeed
miss our mission, but only by taking our way
rather than God’s.
Joseph Krutch, who was an agnostic, wrote,
“ There is no reason to suppose that man’s own
life has any more meaning than the life o f the
humblest insect that crawls from one annihila
tion to another.” What a dark view when one
has no perception o f eternity, for an en light
ened Christian life has a much deeper meaning.
I appreciated the significance o f the follow
ing dialogue which I recently read. “ What did
God ever make such a world for anyway?” one
you n g person com plained, addin g, “ I could
make a better world than this m yself.” “That,”
a friend suggested, “is just the reason God put
you into this world—to make it a better world.
Now go ahead and do your part.”
We should be sure that we are sent by God
in what we do, and then put our hearts into it If
this criteria is met, God will see to it, one way or
another, that our labor will not be in vain.
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o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
We were saddened to hear o f Bro. Lew is
W illiams’ death on March 17th. He was one who
brought a smile into many people’s lives and
was very dedicated to the people o f God. He will
be greatly m issed, especially by his wife, Sis.
Cornelia.
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Tw o other w orkers for G od also w ent to
their eternal reward recently. Sis. Grace Roberts
passed away on Feb. 27. Then on March 25, her
husband, Bro. Leonard Roberts followed her in
death. These two traveled many miles and spent
much time working for the Lord.
It was also a shock to learn o f the sudden
death o f Bro. Dadie Moore o f Sand Springs, OK.
We extend our sympathy to his wife, Sis. June,
and his children . A t tim es like these, it is a
blessing to know the God o f all comfort.
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
Sis. Maxine Pruitt, Aunt Maybelle Pruitt’s
daughter-in-law, has graciously offered to help
in the work here at the Print Shop. She resigned
her jo b as P u rch asin g A gen t for the city o f
Guthrie and on March 13, joined the Print Shop
fam ily. She has already proven a blessing in
several different aspects o f this work, and we
are truly grateful for her dedication to the Lord.
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
There is not a “ Question and Answer” col
umn included in th is issue due to B ro. O stis
W ilson’s busy occu p ation in h old in g revival
m eetings at several d ifferen t con gregation s
recently.
We have taken 2,000 copies o f the reprinted
songbook, Evening Light Songs, to a company
in D allas, TX to h ave the book s bound. The
songbook should be finished sometime in April.
We are accepting orders now and will fill them
just as soon as the books are available.
We are still in the process o f making arrange
ments for Sis. Ruth Tangunan to come to the
United States to attend some o f the campmeetings. Plane reservations have been made for her
a rriv a l in ea rly M ay. A t th is tim e we h av e
received $768 in contributions for the plane fare.
The total cost will amount to $1388.
Bro. George Hammond has offered to pay
the cost o f bringing Bro. Matias Tangunan, Sis.
R uth*8 father, to the States w ith her. We are
looking forward to their stay here and pray that
it w ill be a b lessin g to them and the saints
there.
We would like to thank all the saints who
have acted upon the burden to support this
w ork. Y our offerin g s have helped us to keep
pace w ith the expenses th at are incurred in
publishing the gospel. We would like to notify
you that all contributions to “ Faith Publishing
House” are tax deductable.
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T h is is a con tin u al w ork o f faith and we
appreciate your interest. M ay God bless each
one.
—Wayne Murphey
-------------------- o--------------------

Prayer Requests
CA—Sis. Loretta Harmon still needs prayer.
A R —“ P lease pray for m e; m y nerves are
bad. Also, pray for all my fam ily.”
—Pearl Steele
W V—S till rem em ber Bro. and Sis. E arl
Tinsley in prayer. Sis. Tinsley’s breathing prob
lem is worse; she has other afflictions, also.
TX—“ Please pray for my husband, also for
me.”
—Sis. Louise Strickland
OK—Sis. Mamie Norcutt is sorely afflicted.
Pray for her complete healing; she has suffered
so much.
WV—Sis. Gladys Morgan needs prayer.
IL—Sis. Wilma Horsley is looking to God
for complete healing.
IL—Sis. Nina Champion desires prayer; she
suffers so much, also she has an urgent request.
PA—“ Pray for me and m y husband; he has
a heart condition and I have a thyroid condi
tion. Both o f us desire healing.”
—Sis. Agnes Gaston
IL—“Please remember two very urgent un
spoken requests.”
—Oma Jean Fairchild
OR—“ I am asking prayer for my back; it is
givin g me trouble. A lso, I have arthritis and
gout in m y left foot. The need is urgent.”
—Sis. Grace Jones
VA—“ Pray concerning m y husband’s retire
ment and that we can work in His vineyard and
be healthy, happy and very beneficial. Please
also remember one o f our loved ones that is in
need o f a miracle. God still answers prayer and
we know it.”
—Sis. J. C. H.
-------------------- o--------------------

MEETING REPORTS A N D NOTICES
Camp Meeting Dates for 1989
Goulds, FL — April 14-23
Missouri State at Myrtle, MO — M ay 3-7
Oklahoma State at Guthrie, OK —
May 26-June 4
Jefferson, OR — June 9-18
Tulsa, OK — June 9-18
Green Bank, WV — June 16-25
Oakland, CA — June 19-25
General Southern a t Loranger, LA —
June 30-July 9
Fresno, C A — July 7-16
National at Neosho (Monark Springs), MO
July 21-30
Bakersfield, C A — August 4-13
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D u n can n on , P A — August 6-13
E n senada, M exico — August 13-20
D urham , N C — Aug. 13-20
B oley , O K — Aug. 20-27
C a lifo rn ia S tate a t P a coim a , C A —
Aug. 25—Sept. 3
-------------------- o-------------------GOLDEN RULE HOME ANNIVERSARY

Twenty-seventh Anniversary services o f the
Golden Rule Rest Home, Shawnee, OK will be
held on April 1st and 2nd, 1989. Lord willing,
there will be a gospel singing on Saturday night.
Sunday there will be dinner and a service at the
Golden Rule Home. Everyone is invited to come
and spend the week-end w ith us. A ccom od a
tions will be provided for all who come.
For more information, call: (405) 273-7106 or
275-6686.
—Sis. Janice Porter
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
SAPULPA, OK REVIVAL

Lord willing, we are to start a revival on the
23rd o f April. Bro. Ostis Wilson plans to hold
the meeting.
We also plan to have a singing on Saturday
night, on the 22nd. A ll are welcome. Dinner will
be served on Sunday.—Bro. Richard Madden

success o f the meeting. We are trusting the Lord
to send m inisters o f His choosing to labor in
this meeting. Pray much that the Holy Spirit
will quicken the preaching o f God’s Word, and
that His presence will powerfully anoint each
service.
We advise all who come to be prepared for
possible cool weather. The campground phone
number is (417) 938-4682.
For further information, contact the under
signed at Rt. 1, Box 118-A, Myrtle, MO 65778,
phone (417) 938-4336.
—Harlan Sorrell
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
CHURCH OF GOD SCHOOL RETREAT

There w ill be, Lord w illin g, a C hristian
school retreat at Myrtle, MO, on May 8, 9, and
10, 1989. This retreat is to provide an opportunity
for the sa in ts’ ch ildren w ho are attending a
Christian school, or who are home schooling, to
be together to participate in spiritual and ac
ademic activities.
For more information, please call or write:
Bro. Toney Samons, P. O. Box 3, Arbovale, WV
24913, phone (304) 456-4679.
R eservations m ust be confirm ed by A pril
15th.
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o

o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
BOLEY, OK SPRING REVIVAL

HONDURAS, CENTRAL AMERICA

Lord willing, the Boley, OK, Church o f God
spring revival w ill convene A pril 26-30, 1989.
We extend a warm welcome to all nations to
com e and be w ith us. There w ill be n ig h tly
services at 7:30 p.m. with all day services on
Sunday.
We are exp ectin g Sis. B everly Reed to be
with us, along with what ministers and workers
the Lord may send. We cordially invite all to
come with a burden, praying that God will bless
with a Holy Spirit meeting and that souls will
be saved.
For further information contact Sis. Anna
M ay T h om pson, Rt. 1, B ox 71-A, B oley, OK
74829, phone (918) 667-3648, or Sis. Katherine
Williams, 905 N. E. 15th, Oklahoma City, OK
73104, phone (405) 235-2270.
Prayerfully submitted,
—Katherine Williams
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o

GOSPEL MEETING

MISSOURI STATE CAMP MEETING

The Missouri State Camp Meeting held at
Myrtle, MO, will begin, Lord willing, on Wed
nesday, May 3, and continue through Sunday,
May 7, 1989.
We invite and urge everyone to attend. If
you can n ot attend, please pray m uch fo r the

On M ay 17th 1989 a com p a n y o f ca lled
workers are planning to go over to Honduras,
C.A. for some old-fashioned gospel meetings, for
the salvation o f souls, edification o f the Church
and to strengthen the local believers. The meet
in g w ill be held from Thursday, M ay 17-22,
1989, which will give the company one day to
prepare to return home on the 24th o f May. We
will hold as many services as the Lord permits
while there.
Supporters o f this great m issionary en
deavor may reply to Bro. Louis Kimble, P. O.
Box 73835, Metairie, LA 70033. We are looking
to the Lord to supply the m eans to m eet the
needs o f everyone that will attend. This com
pany consists o f preachers, workers, cooks and
helpers to, la b or in the vin eyard o f the great
Master. Please pray for us.
Yours for souls in C.A.,
Bros. Louis Kimble, H. H. Hargrave,
and company
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
A STOP OVER PLACE

Although we do not plan to have a camp
meeting this summer at “ God’s Green Acres,”
Chehalis, WA, the Lord’s property here is open

April 1989

FAITH AND VICTORY

to any and all that need a stopping or resting
place on their travels. Though very hum ble,
there is good water and lots o f parking or camp*
ing room. It is located just five miles east o f 1-5
from exit 68 on U.S. Highway 12. Look for the
Lord’s large sign which He gave us. There is
food for the hungry and other help as needed.
All feel free to come. We love everyone.
—Bro. Jim Wilson
-------------------- o--------------------

From the Mailbox . . .
OR—Dear Bro. Wayne and all at the Print
Shop: M ay the dear Lord bless and keep you
and all who are trusting in Him, is our earnest
prayer. The God we serve has all power in earth
and heaven and His mercy endures forever. He
has promised to supply our every need, and the
blessin gs He bestow s upon us every d ay are
m ore than we can num ber. P raise H is h oly
name.
He has helped us in our bodies and supplies
our needs day by day. Pray for us that He will
supply our greatest need, which is to live our
lives every day doing His will in all that we do.
We come to Him each day as needy children to
a loving Father who knows how to give good
g ifts to them th at ask; we also ask for H oly
Spirit guidance in our lives as long as He gives
us life here on this earth. Please pray for us that
we m ay help som e needy soul fin d salvation
before it is too late.
My cousin, Wilbert, in Texas, is still in need
o f prayer. . . .
With Christian love,
—Bill and Doris Busch
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
MO—Dear Bro. Wayne and all: Greetings in
Jesus’ nam e! We surely thank our heaven ly
Father for His many blessings concerning our
daily lives. We appreciate our home and fam ily
so very much. We are thankful that all our sins
and inquiries are washed by Jesus’ blood, and
we are accepted with the beloved saints. God
has been so merciful to me and I thank Him.
I have recently re-read God’s Gracious Deal
ings. Surely our heavenly Father cares for every
honest soul and guides and helps us to k n ow
His will. May God ever guide and bless the work
at the Print Shop!
Your brother in Christ, —Leslie Adams
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
CA—Dear Bro. Wayne and workers at the
Print Shop: We send greetings o f love in Jesus’
dear name this beautiful spring-like day. I enjoy
the spring, as all nature seems to com e with
new life. Even the little birds are so happy and
sing so sweetly. It reminds me o f when I first
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got saved. I could sing the beautiful songs o f
Zion from the heart and enjoyed them. . . .
M y vision is fa st fa ilin g . P lease request
prayer o f the saints there and elsewhere that
God will restore it, as I do enjoy reading God’s
W ord, the Faith and V ictory and other good
books. I have had to give up most o f m y corre
spondence because o f my vision.
With Christian love and prayers,
—Sister. Agnes Huskey
CA—Dear saints at the Print Shop: Greet
ings in Jesus’ name. M y husband has been sick
with pneumonia, but we thank God he is able to
be up in the house and is eatin g good . I am
th ank ing God that He gave me strength to
wait on him.
We are praying each day for you all.
Our prayers and love,
—Sis. Thelma Joiner
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
MO—Dear Bro. Wayne Murphey: I greet you
in the holy name o f Jesus. Today is a beautiful
day. This is the day that the Lord hath made. I
will rejoice and be glad in it. I am happy when
it is raining, and I’m happy when the sun is
sh in in g. I ca n ’t be sad w hen Jesus is w ith
me. . . .
M ay G od bless you and everyone at the
Print Shop in everything you do for Him. Thank
you for your prayers. Keep m y children and me
on your prayer list, and I will pray for you and
yours.
Your Christian M end,—Sister Eathel Hill
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
OH—Dear Sis. Maybelle: Greetings o f much
love this beautiful day here in Ohio. We thank
the Lord for how He has brought us through
another winter; it hasn’t been a bad one.
We so much appreciate the burden the saints
have carried for our son, Jeff. It has meant so
much to us. We are sending out another plea to
the saints. He is having several bad seizures
each month and this has been going on since
T h an k sgivin g. I w as listen in g to an encour
aging tape this week on “ The Family o f God.”
The minister brought out how we have a fam ily
that shares our mutual woes. We believe this
and have experienced it, so one more time we
ask special prayer for Jeff and will let the saints
know when the victory is won.
Christian love,
—Della Gutwein
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
LA—Dear Sis. Maybelle and all: Greetings
this cold m orning. We are still en joy in g the
blessings o f being saved. God is so good to us
all.
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Max and I are doing very well at the present.
We can’t do much as it has been so cloudy and
cold, so we stay in most o f the time, especially
him.
We do enjoy reading the Faith and Victory
paper so m uch. It seem s like th is m onth’ s is
especially good. We pray for you and the work
there daily—that God will bless all and supply
the needs to carry on.
As we come to your mind, pray for us. How
we do need each other’s prayers in these trying
times.
God bless now,—Lula and Max Williamson
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
MO—Dear saints scattered abroad: Greettings to you in the name o f Jesus our Lord, the
one “ . . . that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood. And hath made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
Revelation 1:5, 6.
I feel burdened to com m ent on these tw o
verses, a lon g w ith other Scriptures also. We
notice in this first Scripture that Jesus loved us
and washed us from our sins in His own blood.
In order for us to be recipients o f His love, we
have to be washed from our sins. In order for us
to be washed from our sins, it took a powerful
detergent, and also a costly one. It involved the
whole God-head: The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, to do the work. It took the Father,
willing to give His Son; Jesus, w illing to shed
His blood and give His life for us. In order for
Jesus' blood to be acceptable as a sacrifice for
our sins, it had to be offered through the Holy
Spirit. “ For if the blood o f bulls and goats, and
the ashes o f an heifer sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifieth to the purifying o f the flesh: How
m uch m ore sh all the blood o f C hrist, w ho
through the eternal Spirit offered him self with
out spot to G od, purge your con scien ce from
dead works to serve the living God?” Hebrews
9:13, 14. The bod y and sp irit o f Jesus, w as
offered without spot to God. He had no retali
ation when He suffered on the cross. “ Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do. . . .” Luke 23:34.
In offering sacrifices under the M osaic law,
the lamb had to be the best and without blem
ish. So God loved us so much, He was willing to
give the best. Jesus was the only one that was
without spot and blemish.
“ The next day John seeth Jesus com ing
unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb o f God,
which taketh away the sin o f the world.” John
1:29. When Jesus gave Him self for us, He had in
mind not only that our sins m ight be forgiven,
but that we m ight receive “ . . . an inheritance
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am ong a ll them w hich are sa n ctified ,” A cts
20:32, and that we might be fully cleansed from
our sins. “ But if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood o f Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin.” I John 1:7.
“ Ye are bought with a price: therefore, glori
fy God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God’s.” I Corinthians 6:20. God had in mind
for our bodies to be holy as well as our spirits.
In Romans 12:1, Paul beseeches us to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God.
In I Thessalonians 5:23, Paul said, “And the
very God o f peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the com ing o f our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
In R ev ela tion 1:5, 6, we can read about
C hrist w ho shed H is blood that we could be
w ashed and cleansed from our sins that we
might be made kings and priests unto God. We
think o f a king as one that reigns. By God’s
grace, we reign over sin, self and the flesh. As
priests, we offer the sacrifice o f praise to God for
what He has done for our souls. Also, we offer
our bodies and our lives as a living sacrifice to
be used in His service in the way that would be
pleasing to Him.
God’s grace working in our souls, will en
able us to adorn our whole life in a way that
will be pleasing to God. We should be careful to
seek God that we adorn the outward man as
well as the inward man in a way that would be
acceptable to God.
T h is sin fu l w orld does n ot afford a safe
pattern for us to go by, for the inward man, nor
for the outward man. Everything that flows out
o f our lives should be holiness unto the Lord.
Everything that is defiling to the body should
be laid aside. The Bible tells us to “ . . . cleanse
ourselves from all filth in ess o f the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear o f God.” II
Corinthians 7:1. To do this would also include
our outer m an, as w ell as the inw ard m an.
Many styles o f the world today are immodest,
and are o f such that will attract the opposite sex.
Women professing godliness should be careful to
refrain from such. A lso, brethren should be
careful to glorify God in their mode o f dress.
We all have an influence upon others. We
should all strive to be a pattern o f good works
and lead people to God, “That ye m ay be blame
less and harm less, the sons o f G od, w ithout
rebuke, in Hie midst o f a crooked and perverse
nation, am ong whom ye shine as lights in the
world;” Philippians 2:15
Saved by file blood o f the Lamb,
—T. V. McMillian
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Testimonies and Answers to Prayer
L A —D ear sain ts: We w ant to thank you
each one for the love you have shown by your
phone calls, cards, letters, offerings, flow ers,
food, and most o f all your prayers concerning
the loss o f our baby, JoB eth. The Lord is so
good to help us through the things He allows to
come our way. . . . There were so many ways in
which the Lord did help and answer prayer that
we feel assured He worked what was best.
I want to testify to the Lord’s goodness to
me in healing m y body, also. There was concern
about m y blood pressure being too high. One
day I w as s ittin g on the bed and the L ord
brought the verse to m y mind, “ . . . Think it not
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, . . . ” I Peter 4:12, and the song, “ Standing
On The Promises.” TTiis all came back to my
mind later and was such a com fort and help to
me. I was thinking one day about standing on
the promises and what some o f those promises
were. The ones th at cam e to m y m ind were,
“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father m ay be glorified in the
S on ,” John 14:13, and a lso, “ A nd a ll th in gs,
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive.” Matthew 21:22. After this I felt a
desire to be anointed and prayed for. . . . I felt
confident that the Lord had heard prayer and
given me a touch from that moment on. When I
was checked again the blood pressure was down
to a normal rate.
I do thank the Lord for taking the faith that
I did have and strengthening and blessing it so
I could stand on the prom ise and p ray w ith
faith. There were m any times that the Lord an
swered prayer and touched me during all o f this,
and even yet a few things need to be completely
taken care of.
We desire your continued prayers for us that
the Lord will direct and guide us into all truth
and guide us with His eye as He has promised.
Our love,
—Bobby and Janet Forbes
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healed, if I’m not to be healed, He will give me
grace to stand my illness. Whatever pleases my
Lord is all right with me. I’ll continue to serve
Him until m y time is come to leave this world.
Pray for my complete healing, and please
pray for my fam ily.
A sister in Christ,
—Wilma Horsley
0 “ ~0— o — o— o — o — O—-O

OK—D ear Bro. W ayne, S is. M aybelle, co 
workers at the Print Shop, saints and friends: It
is with deep appreciation and love o f God that
we greet all o f you in our dear Lord and Saviour’s
name.
I appreciate a ll you dear w orkers at the
Print Shop. I appreciate your great sacrifice and
hard labor for God to keep the Print Shop open.
Do keep encouraged. Keep looking up, for “ heav
en will surely be worth it all.”
I would like to report a trip we made last
fall when we visited several isolated saints.
We appreciated Bro. Robert Sherman who
used His transportation to take Sis. Ruth Brown
and m yself around. Traveling through the coun
try was beautiful. We took note o f the wonderful
handiwork o f God. We can say with the poet,
“ How great thou art!”
We visited the sain ts in T u scaloosa, and
Northport, AL. We had a few nights m eeting
with Bro. H. P. E ffinger and the saints. Bro.
and Sis. D avid Shelton cared for us in their
hom e. The Lord blessed the m eeting. A t the
dose o f the meeting we ministered the Ordinance
Service. W hen the brothers separated them 
selves from the sisters for the feet washing, one
o f the young sisters had a little son, Larry, who
is 4 yea rs old . She told him to go w ith the
brothers. He didn’t want to go and he began to
cry. We advised the mother, “ Oh, let him stay
with us. He is just a child.” During this time
there was such a heavenly and holy conviction
in the service. Three souls came to the altar to
be saved. When we finished praying with these
souls little Larry was standing by the altar. We
asked him what he wanted. He said, “ I want to
K Y — D ear w ork ers a t th e P r in t S h op :
be saved.” He humbled his little heart, kneeled
Webster didn’t put words in the dictionary that
down and prayed, asking the Lord to save his
can con vey m y than k fu ln ess to G od for H is
soul. The Lord saved him. Praise the Lord! He
goodness. I just don’t know how anyone could
got up from the altar and w ent to w here the
live without Him. I talk to Him so many times a
brothers were and told than, “ I went to the altar
day th at w ithout H im w ould be w orse than
and got saved. Now I want my feet washed!”
dying.
It w as encou ragin g, to. hear B ro. E ffin g er
Whenever I need help and whenever I need
testify
that he was still saved and standing for
encouragement I go to the Lord in prayer. The
the
truth.
He stated his desire, to attend some o f
line to my Lord is never busy. His eyes are ever
the
camp
meetings and revivals.
on us and His ears are always open to our cries.
We
left
A L and went to Burnsville, NC. to
How could we not serve Him?
visit
the
saints
there. We stopped in the home o f
I am waiting on the Lord to completely heal
Bro.
and
Sis.
David
Lottahall and had a good
me from a bad sickness. I f it is His will, I’ll be
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service there. The Lord met us there and richly
anointed the service. It was so good to be with
Bro. and Sis. Law rence B urlston and others,
and to hear their encouraging testimonies. They
desire the Lord to send them a minister to feed
the flock.
We would like to say to ministers that do
not have a pastoral duty, or any other divine
call, it would be good to do as Paul and ask the
Lord, “ What would you have me do?” The har
vest is ripe. There is a great need in Hie work o f
the Lord. Review your consecration and hasten
to the harvest field.
In the m onth o f N ovem ber the Lord bur
dened our heart to go to E nid, OK for a few
night’s meeting. It was a glorious meeting. The
dear Lord was so near and dear. We felt His
presence in each service. The sain ts were at
tentive in all the m eeting. It seemed we were
drawn closer to each other and the Lord! Praise
the Lord! I surely enjoyed being in the home o f
Bro. and Sis. Leslie Busbee.
On December 4th we took our leave to go to
Bakersfield, CA to attend Sis. M able Carter’s
funeral. A few days after the funeral, I became
seriously ill and suffered greatly. One time the
pain w as so severe I told the sain ts, “ I ’ ve
searched my life. I am ready to go or ready to
stay. I’m submitted to the will o f the Lord. I f the
Lord would have me to stay (that is live), my
desire is that He would remove this sharp pain.”
The ministers and saints gathered around my
bed in a special agreement o f prayer that God
would rem ove the sharp pain. Praise God He
removed the pain while they were praying! This
was a miracle. The Lord blessed me and gave
me strength to return home.
I want to thank all the saints for praying
for me. It was quite a battle, but Jesus fought it
through! Thank the Lord!
I appreciate the ministers and saints that
left their homes to come over the miles to help
care for me, and for your lovely gifts o f flowers,
cards, phone ca lls, love offerin g s, food and
especially your prayers and words o f encour
agement.
I desire your continued prayers that I’ll be
faithful to God.
Yours in His great name,
—Katherine Williams
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
OK—Dear Sister Pruitt and saints o f God:
T o G od be the glory. We can n ot thank Him
enough for His love, mercy and compassion to
us. Thank the Lord, He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.
“This poor man cried and the Lord heard
him. . . .” Psalm 34:6.

Around ten years ago (1978), the hearing in
my right ear began to fail. Hardly any hearing
was left in later years. In September o f 1988, I
had a terrible head and earache on the right
side, day and night, for more than a week. The
saints anointed, prayed for me, and the Lord
healed.
Several weeks later in October while talking
on the telephone, I realized I could hear well.
My right ear was miraculously healed and I do
n ot know w hen. The glory and honor is all
God’s.
“ For he hath not despised nor abhorred the
affliction o f the afflicted; neither hath he hid his
face from him; but when he cried unto him, he
heard.” Psalm 22:24.
Thank God for the saint’s prayers and His
many blessings to us.
Please continue to pray that this vessel be
more humble, and remain true and faithful to
God until the end.
Your sister in Christ, —Ruth M. Brown
MO—Dear saints: I would like to use this
means to express my appreciation to the Lord
for His many blessings to me and my family.
In Jan uary the ch ildren and Terry were
very sick and I was going to church by m yself
when I was involved in a car accident. God was
so good to me and spared me from being seri
ously injured and I am very grateful. The Lord
is near in the hard times o f life as well as when
things are going well.
I want all my days to be used o f God and be
found ready when He calls for me. I want to
encourage all o f God’s people to keep holding on
to Jesus and not let anything make us lose our
hold on Him. Heaven really will be worth any
price we have to pay to get there.
In Christian love,
—Nancy Allen
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
OK—Dear saints: I am very thankful that
the Lord has had mercy on me and touched my
body.
The last o f January I contacted what was
apparently a flu virus. I seemed to recover and
went back to work. After four days o f work, I
took a backset. Several thought it w ent in to
walking pneumonia. With the flu and this other
I ran a temperature nearly the whole month o f
February. There was pain in my lungs and I
would have hard coughing spells. Through it all
I lost about 30 pounds. The Lord has taken care
o f all these problems. How we praise His name.
We also thank the Lord for keeping Anita
from contacting the flu. That is just as much a
miracle as m y healing. We surely want to give
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the praise to whom it is due. Thank the Lord.
I also thank the Lord for being reared in a
saint home. When you have been taught to have
faith in the Lord and have seen the life lived
before you, it makes it possible for your faith to
grasp God’s promises more easily.
We certainly thank each one that has been
praying for us, for their many phone calls and
cards with notes o f encouragement and support. I
have never felt the love o f the saints so keenly
in all my life. Their love is precious to us.
Christian love,—Daniel and Anita Adams
-------------- o
---------------

FOREIGN MISSION REPORTS
From the Philippines . . .

M arch 9—D ear B rother M urphey: I have
just arrived from M anila and I would say that it
is very encouraging to preach the gospel there.
More and more people are becom ing interested
to hear the truth. We have many schedules o f
Bible study in different districts o f metro Manila.
Oh, tiie harvest is really plenteous, but the labor
ers are few! Metro Manila is thickly populated. I
was inform ed that there are now 12 m illion
people here. It is sad to say that m any o f these
people are living in deep poverty, but worst o f
all is their poor spiritu al con d ition . It seem s
they are neglected people with no one to care for
them. They are living in awful darkness with no
direction in life. I am truly burdened as I see
their sad condition, and I don’t know if I can
continue the gospel work in Manila because o f
financial problems. It is really very expensive to
live in a big city, especially for my transporta
tion.
When I was in Manila, false teachers took
their opportunity to deceive the saints in Nueva
Eoija. One sect held their gospel m eetings in
C aridad, near our chapel there. M any people
there are being confused because o f their clever
ness to twist the truth. This sect does not be
lieve that our Lord Jesus Christ is God, but was
on ly a m an. T hey said the Church o f G od is
false. Every time they preached in public they
challenged the saints for a debate. When I ar
rived from M anila the brothers im m ediately
came to me and informed me about their chal
lenge. I told them I did not want to debate. The
other day they cam e again and told me that
som e o f the brothers are bein g con fu sed, be
cause their ministers said that I am afraid to
face them in a debate because I could not prove
that the Church o f God is the true Church, so I
accepted their challenge. I am now waiting for
their decision so that we can make the schedule
o f the debate, and get permission from the town
mayor. I do not want a debate, but I must do it.
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After the debate, I am planning to hold gospel
meetings in Palistina. Some people are desiring
to be baptized, but they need more enlightenment
After that, I need to go to Manila to continue
our Bible study meetings there. We need a larger
place to meet for worship in M anila because o f
increasing attendance. Please continue to pray
for us.
Your brother,
—Matias S. Tangunan
From India . . .

Feb. 27—Dear Sister Maybelle, Bro. Wayne
Murphey, each dear one in the Print Shop and
the dear sain ts scattered abroad in A m erica:
Greetings to you dear ones again in the mar
velou s nam e o f Jesus C hrist. M ay G od bless
each donor for the work in India. I am espe
cia lly thankful to the brother w ho gave the
money to print our paper in the Tamil language
for eleven months. It will take more than one
month to get it started. We thank God as He
heard our prayers and opened the w ay m ira
culously.
Since our General Convention, we have had
a few local conventions and will have some more
till the end o f April. M any are being saved in
these meetings. . . .
We have not had rain here for four months,
and we will have to wait for another two months
before we get any. It is real dry and hot here
now.
With prayers and many thanks,
—John Varghese
INDIA NEEDS

Though we are indeed a small congregation,
we were further burdened for the work in India
after having visited with Bro. John Varghese
during the camp meeting in West Virginia this
past summer. Bro. Jerry Gossard felt led to go
to In dia in Jan uary for their. N ation al C on
vention. A s Bro. John indicated when he came
here, Bro. Jerry verified that it is not an easy
trip due to the lon g layovers and ch an ge in
time, along with the difference in foods. We can
appreciate those who make the effort to go. Bro.
J erry h as sh ared w ith us th e even ts o f the
meetings and the hardships the populace there
endures. Those dear souls sit on leaves on the
ground, eat o ff o f banana leaves and have only
a tabern acle o f p oles and thatched cocon u t
leaves, w hich is n ot w aterproof. S till, under
these adverse conditions, m any people come to
hear the gospel. They do not have automobiles
to travel by either. Bro. Joh n has one Jeep
which is getting old. He sent a list o f needs with
Bro. Jerry which is shared with you here.
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1. A perm anent tabern acle to conduct the
General Convention every year. Now we
build a temporary tabernacle, which we call
“ panpal,” every year with coconut poles and
coconut leaves. We cannot conduct meetings
if it rains. Three thousand dollars ($3000) is
needed to build a permanent one with con
crete poles and thatched with abestos sheets.
2. M onthly support for 20 ministers. (Bro. John
told us when he was here that their ministers
have no other job. They are like our evan
gelists. With no vehicles for travel, it takes
a lot o f time going from home to home or
meeting to meeting.)
3. Seventy-five ($75) per month to print and
publish our m onthly paper, Evening Light,
in M alayalam language.
While we have m any needs and burdens in
our own congregations and throughout our own
country, I am sure many will feel that we could
do without a lot o f things and put aside that
money for the Lord’s work, be it here or abroad.
We may not all be able to go, but we challenge
us all to support the Lord’s true saints wherever
they m ay be. Purpose in your hearts to set aside
each week, m onth, etc., a certain am ount for
m issions just as you would pay any bill, for we
owe it to God to be a cheerful giver.
We pray G od’s encouragem ent and b less
ings to all.
—Duncannon Church o f God congregation
[Editor’s note: Faith Publishing House sends an
offering to Bro. John Varghese on a monthly
basis, as w ell as to other native w orkers in
different countries. I f you would like for us to
forward your offerings to Bro. John, or to someone
in another country, we would be glad to do so. We
would like to make you aware o f the fact that it is
against the laws o f India to send foreign currency
in cash into that country. I f you do so, there is a
good chance that it will be confiscated. I f you send
an offering to Bro. John, be sure to send it in a
check.]

Grace is survived by her husband, Leonard, o f
the hom e; her children, Betty Lou H ensley o f
Claremore, OK, David Roberts o f Claremore, OK,
Joan Haven o f Chetopa, KS, Patsy Madden o f
Bristow, OK, Sally Cole o f Claremore, OK, Linda
Powers o f Catoosa, OK and Sonny Roberts o f
Bristow, OK; 4 brothers, Frank Barton o f Kirbyville, TX, Raymond Barton o f Sand Springs, OK,
Dean Barton and Donald Barton o f Tulsa, OK; 4
sisters, R uby O sborn o f W agoner, OK, M ary
Crowell o f California, Dorothy Gamble o f Webb
City, MO, and Ruth Dotson o f C alifornia; 30
grandchildren; 31 great grandchildren, and 4
great-great grandchildren. She was preceded in
death by one son, Sammy Roberts.
Funeral services were officia ted by Bros.
Richard Madden and Don M cIntosh in the Church
o f God chapel, Sapulpa, OK. Interment was in the
Memorial Park Cemetery, Tulsa, OK.
o-—o—o—o—o—o—o—o
B etty J ea n B ro o k s was bom April 26,1926
at San Bernardino, CA, and departed this life
February 28, 1989 at Fontana, CA, at the age o f
62 years.
She is survived by her husband, Albert; one
son, Clifford Smith o f Salem, OR; one brother,
W arren C oke o f San B ern a rd in o, C A ; three
grandchildren, Julie, Rodney and Michael Smith
o f Salem, OR; other relatives and many friends.
Betty’s fam ily moved to Pomona when she
w as 10 years old. She attended sch ools in
Pomona, graduating from Pomona High School.
On June 25, 1942, she was united in marriage
to Harland Herbert Smith. He preceded her in
death in 1968.
Throughout her entire life, Betty loved all
liv in g th in gs around her. She was a tota lly
unselfish individual who could sense a friend in
need. She frequently would make m any personal
sacrifices to help others.
Funeral services were held March 4, 1989 in
Pomona, CA, with Bro. Charles Elwell officiating.
Interment was in the La Vem e Cemetery, La
Verne, CA.

-------------------- o---------------------

{Jn tz/l/lsmoiiam
G ra ce E llen R o b e rts was bom March 12,
1909 in West Plains, MO, to Mr. and Mrs. Will
Barton, and died M onday, February 27, 1989 at
home, at the age o f 79 years, 11 months, and 15
days. Grace was a homemaker and had lived in
Bristow 22 years. She was a member o f the Church
o f God.

E d ith M am ie (Q ueen) L og sd on was bom
April 23, 1903 in Springfield, MO, and passed
away March 2, 1989 in Tulsa, OK, at the age of
82 years, 8 months and 9 days. She was house
wife and loving mother, also a member o f the
Church o f God.
She is survived by one daughter, Louise
N evel, T u lsa , O K; on e son , H om er B arn ett,
Tulsa, OK; eight grandsons, six granddaughters,
several great gran dch ildren and three greatgreat grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by two daughters,
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Sdella and Lovella, and her husband, Claude
Barnett.
Funeral services and burial took p lace in
Tulsa, OK. Bro. Richard C. Madden officiated.
L ew is E d w ard W illiam s was bom April 4,
1912 in Dover, OK, to Green Francis Williams
and Daisy Viola (Scott) Williams, and was called
home on March 17,1989 in Wichita, KS,
He lived in Dover the first 10 years o f his
life and started into school there. He then lived
in Omaha, NE, for about 4 years but returned to
Dover and grew to manhood there. He married
Jim m ie E vans in 1932 and they started life
together in Dover but then moved to Hennessey,
OK, where they lived until 1950 when they moved
to Wichita, KS. After 40 years together, Jimmie
passed aw ay in 1973. Lew is later m arried
Cornelia Ragsdale and they enjoyed 15 years
together until his death.
W hile in h is tw enties, he w as converted
while down on the bank o f a river on a fishing
trip, thereby becom ing a member o f the Church
o f God. He embraced the truth and became a
real enthusiastic Christian, going right on until
death. God called him to the ministry and he
preached the gospel for over 40 years. He had a
real burden for souls and wanted to see every
one get saved.
His first position as pastor was at Okeene,
OK, w hich he held fo r about tw o years. The
Lord then led him to W ichita, KS, w here he
literally built a church building with the help o f
the few saints there at that time. He pastored
the Wichita congregation for 34 years until bad
health overtook him. While pastoring in Wichita,
he also pastored the congregation at Tulsa, OK,
for about 10 years. He drove the 360 mile round
trip from Wichita once or twice a month.
He was a happy saint and noted for his joy
in the Lord and oft repeated statement, “There’s
a m essage in every song.” He loved the Lord
and the truth and stood tall for God. He will be
long remembered for his happy smile, his will
ingness to do what his hands found to do with
all o f his might and for the way he enjoyed the
services o f God. He was known, loved and re
spected by m any over the nation and w ill be
greatly missed by all.
He leaves to cherish his memory his devoted
w ife, C orn elia ; h is sister, M arie H ouse and
brother-in law , T a ft, o f D over, OK; a h ost o f
nieces, nephews, saints and friends.
Funeral services were held in the Wichita,
KS chapel and officiated by Bros. Calvin Hobbs
and Keith Marsh. Interment was in Highland
Cemetery, Wichita, KS.
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B lessin gs in T rials
Jesus was a man o f sorrows and acquainted
with grief. (Isaiah 53:3). He did not condescend
from heaven to frown at the poor and discour
age the weak, but He uplifted the oppressed. The
Spirit o f God, the Comforter, does the same work
today. (John 14:26). It encourages to do the
righ t. It strengthens the w eak and it draw s
souls unto God. Those souls bom o f the Spirit
will have the same desire and will work in the
sam e m anner. D issolvin g id en tity fo r G od’ s
form o f grace, a child o f God will attract souls
unto God.
O ften it is through trials that souls are
brought closer unto God. A trial is the time o f
adversity. King David wrote: “ I will be glad and
rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered
m y trouble; thou hast know n m y soul in ad
versities;” Psalm 31:7. So it is, God knows when
a trial is afflicting a soul o f His, and He cares
about that soul. He does not forsake a soul in
tim e o f trouble, but He reaches out in m ercy.
Jesus did so. Jesus still does and the H oly Spirit
teaches us to do the same.
The heaviness o f the trial m ay dim the eyes
with tears. The devil may pounce and accuse,
sinking the heart deeper and deeper into grief.
His common lie is: “The Lord has forsaken you
now!” But no, it is during the time o f trouble
when the Lord actually draws souls closer unto
Him. If the sorrow o f the trial seems too heavy,
then look again into God’s Word and see His
love and mercy.
Last summer and autumn, we were facing a
trying time. Our seventh child was to be bom at
home in January. Our house is cold-natured in
the winter, and I was praying and seeking the
Lord to give us a warmer winter. M y husband,
Dwane, put another heater in our bedroom, but
still I knew if the winter was as cold as usual,
that room would not be warm enough. However,
the Lord took care o f us. Praise His holy name!
He sent us an unusually w arm Jan uary for
O k la h om a . We h a d r e c o rd m a k in g w arm
weather in the 80 degree mark right when our
healthy son was bom . Jonquils bloomed by the
side o f the house and in m y heart a song was
sin gin g. The h eavy burden, the hard trial I
faced seemed to melt away. I f God be for us,
who (or what) can be against us? Even the sea,
wind and weather obey His voice.
Sometimes right in the midst o f the trial we
become fearful and forget the power o f God like
the disciples who were in the ship during the
storm. They awoke the Saviour and asked Him,
“ Master, carest thou not that we perish?” The
Saviour spoke to the storm , “ Peace, be still,”
and He let the disciples know He was caring
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for them. (Mark 4:36-41). A fter the storm and
trial had ended, they realized the power o f God.
“ What a friend we have in Jesus, A ll our sins
and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry,
Everything to God in prayer! Oh, what peace we
often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,
A ll because we do not carry, Ev’rything to God
in prayer.”
One M onday evening, when our baby was
three weeks old, I was very tired, Dwane was
working late, the children were extra active and
the baby seemed more fussy than norm al. Fi
nally, I slipped away to our bedroom for a word
o f prayer. I prayed for more patience for me and
for the children. The Lord did bless that evening.
Then the next day, our oldest son broke his
leg (thigh bone) playing at school. It was a bad
spiral, twisted break. I was appalled and grieved.
Why did the Lord allow this to happen? It is
hard for a ten-year-old boy to stay in bed for a
long period o f time, not to mention our concern
for his leg to heal properly. I had planned to
sew summer clothes for the girls and we had
wanted to put in another garden this year, but
now with extra care for Lyndall, the time would
not be available for these things. Why did the
Lord allow this to happen?
Calm ly, quietly, the Lord’s voice spoke to
the storm ragin g in m y m ind. “ M y brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta
tion s; K now ing th is, th at the tryin g o f your
fa ith w orketh p atien ce.” Jam es 1:2, 3. I had
prayed for patience and now a new trial was
going to teach me more about it.
One dark day in the trial, the Lord gave me
this Scripture: “ For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight o f glory; While we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which
are seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal.” II Corinthians 4:17, 18.
T h is lig h t a fflictio n w as but fo r a m om ent
compared to eternity. A ll earthly afflictions are
but for a moment. And what is the weight o f
glory? The broken leg (the affliction, the trial)
was definitely a weight, but a weight o f glory?
The broken leg can be seen (temporal) but the
eternal work o f endurance, patience, etc., cannot
be seen with the natural eye.
Through hard trials more is learned about
G od’ s law o f rep roof and about H is w ay o f
comfort. The Apostle Paul wrote in II Corinthians
1:3, 4, “ Blessed be God, even the Father o f our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father o f mercies, and
the God o f ALL com fort; Who com forteth us
in ALL our tribulation, that we may be able to
c o m fo rt them which are in any trouble, by the
c o m f o r t w herew ith we ourselves are c o m 
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fo rte d o f God.” Comfort is written five times in
this short passage o f Scripture. God is the God
o f ALL com fort who comforts in ALL our tribu
lations.
The Devil would not like for a soul to feel
any com fort during a trial. He wants to multiply
grief and eventually sink that soul into hell by
w hispering lies o f self-pity, “ No one has ever
had it th is bad!” or shouting lies o f rejection,
“ God has forsaken you now!” or hinting lies of
gossip , “ N obody cares about you at a ll,” or
m ocking lies o f self-defeat, “ You will not suc
ceed—you are hopeless!” The Devil works in the
depression o f a trial and he makes it darker.
By the Holy Spirit, the Lord may reprove
and teach through a trial, but He will comfort
and strengthen the soul as He works. Blessed be
God! As long as we obey only His voice in the
midst o f the trial then there is victory whether
the trial be o f short or long duration.
Life has trials and troubles and sometimes
a trial comes “ that we m ay be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted o f God.”
When we read the Word o f God, we read o f the
trials, tears and troubles o f G od’s people; we
read o f their courage and w eakness; and we
read o f their success, joy and victory. The Lord
has used these individual’s lives for hundreds of
years to bless, enrich and encourage other
Christians. The Lord does not want His people
to live to themselves because in reaching out to
others, there are blessings for both sides. There
is help and strength in the com forting o f others.
A b ove all, Jesus know s w hen one o f H is
children faces a trial and He is the best one to
carry troubles to in prayer. Then His Holy Spirit,
God’s witness within the soul, guides, corrects
and com forts during any p reva ilin g circum 
stance. His goal for each soul is that they will
be in h eaven w ith H im som ed ay. T h a t w as
what Jesus’ troubles and trials were all about—
to set an earthly exam ple that w as heavenbound. Jesus gave His life for others, and He
arose in victory.
—Sis. Connie Sorrell
-------------------- o--------------------

The Image To The Beast
(Continued from page 2)
to that! And again, “ I will give you letters, all
properly sealed, by which even the sins that you
in ten d to com m it may be pardoned.” By “ let
ters properly sealed,” did he mean sealed like in
an en velope? N o, people o f auth ority usually
wore a ring which was sym bolic o f their office
and their letters or documents were sealed by
pressing that ring into a blob o f melted wax
applied at the appropriate place to seal that
item. Again he said, “ Let him [a parishioner]
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pay well, and a ll will be forgiven him .” Do we
understand that this is just a m an talking? Is
this making merchandise o f men’s souls? Did
this first beast, the C ath olic religion , speak
blasphemy against God? (Revelation 13:6). Yes!
Are you getting a picture o f the darkness that
veils m en’s sou ls? Do you see evil displayed
here? Do you see people being deceived here? It
gets worse.
In Revelation 13:11 another beast comes up
(which is the second beast). Does this beast’s
likeness o f a lam b mean things w ill be more
peaceable now, or at least for a while? Appar
ently not, because this second beast spake as a
d ragon . And, in verse 12, he exerciseth a ll the
power o f the first beast before him. Notice the
transfer o f power—from the dragon, to the first
beast, and then on the second beast.
The second beast is Protestantism. How can
that be? To protest m eans: “ To ob ject to or
about something or, to speak strongly against.”
Didn’t Martin Luther protest against the gross
corruption o f the Catholic church? Yes, he did.
Didn’t the Protestant reformation start with his
protesting? Yes, it did. W asn’t he holding up
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with them, but turned around and called Zwingli
one because o f th e ir disagreem ent! W ouldn’t
you call that a show o f carnality? But please
read on.
“ The C a lvin ists w ould have no dealin gs
w ith the L u th erans.” C alvin w as an early
P r o t e s ta n t r e fo r m e r w hose teach in gs pre
sented stern m orals. W hat is a m oral? One
definition is: “ A principle relating to right or
w rong b eh a vior.” Y et C a lvin , w ho presented
these “ h arsh ” teach in gs con cern in g righ t or
wrong, approved o f burning another person at
the stake who d isa greed w ith him . “ Burning
someone at the stake?” Words fail me here!
Anglican Protestants waged a “ bitter, cruel
and relentless war” against Catholics and all
Protestants who did not conform to th e ir es
tablish ed church. Do you see here a “ b oilin g
pot” o f trouble, turm oil, hatred and violence?
Here is a m an ifestation o f the w orks o f the
flesh. A ll this happened among people profess
ing Christianity! Doesn’t “ Christianity” refer to
“ Christlikeness” ? May God have mercy! Is the
picture dark enough, black enough, ugly enough
yet? No, not yet. It is likely to get worse. What

“Luther w as called a heretic by the Catholics
because he disagreed w ith them , but turned
around and called Zw ingli one because
o f their disagreementV*
truth and right as he understood at the moment?
Certainly. Then why does the Scripture reading
say Protestantism exercises a ll the power o f the
first beast (Catholicism—verse 12) and spake as
a dragon (paganism—verse 11)? Does not that
make you think all three are almost the same?
By God’s help, I want you to see the dark
ness and deception o f these organ ization s. I
want you to feel this darkness and deception.
People are led astray. People’s understanding is
clouded by the dragon/beast power.
P rotestantism guided people a w a y fro m
the “ d ecision s o f cou n cils and regu lation s o f
men” and tow a rd the proper workings o f the
Word and Spirit o f God in their lives. Too soon,
however, we find Luther calling Zwingli a here
tic. Zwingli was an early reformer from Switzer
land who said that the bread and wine taken in
com m union d id n o t c h a n g e in to the literal
flesh and blood o f Jesus (as the Catholics teach—
and Luther believed and taught as well.)
What is a heretic? It is one who believes,
holds to and prom otes som ething opposed to
regular church teachings. Luther was called a
heretic by the C atholics because he disagreed

are we discussing here.? The “ second beast” —
Prostantism.
In R evelation 13:14, this secon d beast is
“ saying to them that dwell on the earth, that
they should make an image to the beast. . . .”
(C atholicism ). A n im age is: “ A n im itation, a
copy, a likeness.” For years this image has been
regarded as being man-rule, and this does make
sense. Whenever possible, many people love to
work themselves into positions o f power so they
can control other people. You see this in churches,
in government (at all levels), in business (from
the largest corporations to the smallest opera
tions). In man-made churches, governing groups
decide who will be pastor in a certain congrega
tion, when to go, when to leave, which m ission
aries w ill go to w hich countries and for how
long, where money will be sent and how much.
Those who are told what to do have to report
the results o f their doings back to headquarters.
The “ image” is more than just man-rule—a
lot more. Why? There are two basic parts o f our
existence: physical and spiritual—the body and
soul. G od told A dam and Eve they could eat
o f most o f the trees in file garden. This was food

Page Sixteen

FAITH AND VICTORY

for the body, it was physical. God told them n ot
to eat o f the “ tree in the midst o f the garden.”
This one was physical and spiritual. First, don’t
eat o f the forbidden fruit (a physical action).
God knew they would be affected spiritu ally.
Which was most important? The spiritual part.
Man-rule can affect people physically and spirit
ually. We find an example o f that in what is in
the church service and how long or short it is;
w ho does or d oesn ’t do certain th in gs in the
services, or, as mentioned before, where church
workers live and for how long. This is a physical
control o f a person, but it can affect the spiritual
also. A board’s control o f a church worker could
cause spiritual discouragem ent o f the worker
and all whom he or she contacts. God does not
approve o f man-rule in church related matters.
A greater danger was presented when in the
garden Satan beg u iled Eve. Satan did not com
mand her or “ man-rule” her. He rea son ed with
her. Let me offer this thought. Homes and mar
riages are broken up w hen one spouse is be
guiled. An example is that “ harmless” friend
ship w ith the opposite sex; a “ harm less” ad
miration o f his or her smile; a “harmless” attrac
tion to that personality, buoyant laugh, or bright
outlook on life; that “harmless” lingering in the
person’s presence whenever possible; that “harm
less” emotion so small at first and hidden deep
w ithin the breast. . . . It w ants s o m u ch to
resp on d to th at b a sic need to be lov ed and
appreciated. D id I say “ h arm less?” It is not
harmless, not when it can bring such condemn
ation to at least one, m aybe tw o or p ossib ly
many more! Oh, Lord, will you have mercy! The
Holy Spirit will warn us: “ Flee this thing! There
is danger ahead! Run for your life!” But Satan
says, “ Ha! How can anything so innocent, sim
p le and n a tu ra l be d a n g e r o u s t o y o u ? G o
ahead, enjoy life. You won’t get so involved you
can’t control yourself. No harm will be done.”
listen , you let emotions get involved, even
to a sm all degree, and m an’s good reasoning
and sound judgm ent fly to the w ind. Satan
knows that. He uses “ reasoning,” and emotions
o f the m ind to in troduce very sm all, subtle,
deceptive wedges so that he can force upon us
bondage and destroy us if possible. It takes the
p o w e r and m ercy o f God and a willingness on
our part for Him to do the work in order for us
to be delivered. We are talking about something
spiritual in nature, a power bent on the destruc
tion o f souls! Did you notice the word “ power”
there? Wasn’t there a transfer o f power from the
dragon to the first beast and on to the second?
We have examined o n e p h ase o f this power.
However it is manifested, it is bent on the de
struction o f men’s souls!
(To be continued in next issue)
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E xcerp ts T a k en F rom
A p ril, 1964 Faith and Victory
“ The boys who are conscientious ob
jectors to m ilitary training and service and
cla ssified 1-0 by their d raft boards, are
required to perform two years o f alternate
service in w ork o f ‘ n ation a l im portance
and public welfare,’ such as hospitals and
charitable institutions. A t present a num
ber o f C. O. boys have volunteered and are
doing their required work in the Kansas
City area where they are privileged to wor
ship with the saints o f the Church o f God
in a nice place in the home o f the pastor,
Bro. Roy Harmon.”
—Editor
“ There will be a work day for the pur
pose o f gen eral cleanup at the M onark
Springs, MO Campgrounds. B ring rakes,
sh ovels and w illin g hands to w ork. The
grounds need to be rewired for electricity, a
new stairway built for the women’s dormi
tory, painting o f buildings, a better public
address system for the tabernacle and din
in g h a ll, and con stru ction o f a place to
baptize on the spring-fed creek nearby.”
“ Bro. and Sis. Sam Abbott o f KY, just
closed a good and p rofita b le m eeting at
Hammond o f one week’s duration, February
23 to M arch 1. W onderful truths were
brought out from His Word which was rich
to the hungry soul. Praise His dear name!
They left March 2 for a meeting in KY, we
understand, and we pray God to make them
a blessing there and wherever they go.
“ I tell the saints here we should be fat
and flourishing and grow up as calves o f
the stall as we’ve had so much good preach
ing down here. But alas! I fear some take
all this for granted. But I’m sure many are
profiting thereby.” —Sis. Katherine Key

