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Celebrating The Birth of Christ
While those about are in the din
Of gifts at Christmas time;
While “ Peace on earth, good will t’ward men”
Rolls out the ancient chime;
Oh, let us pause in solemn thought
And ponder earnestly,
And ask ourselves if this we ought
Involved, engaged to be.
If Christmas means the birth o f Christ:
Our King and Lord o f all,
(We deem His worth so highly priced
To heed His loving call.)
The greatest gift one can bestow
Finds not its price in gold,
But rather what his heart can show
In deeds of love untold.
Unrighteous mammon cannot buy
True riches that we need:
Eternal dwellings in the sky
For which the heart doth plead.
A token of one’s love sincere
Need not expensive be;
No need to plunge in debt severe
The love of Christ to see.
Pull back your lavish spending, know
As Christ has wisely said
That life is not vain riches’ show
But love and joy instead.
Rejoice in Him this Christmas day,
And love your fellow man;
Reach out your helping hand and pray,
And do the best you can.
Just celebrate the Saviour’s birth
As He would want you to
By magnifying His great worth
Of hope and gladness new!
— Lesile C. Busbee
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A Brief History o f Christmas
December 25 has not always, since the time of
Christ, been celebrated as the birthday of our Savior.
According to history, there was in earlier times, no
strict uniformity in the day for celebrating the Nativ
ity, the different churches disagreeing as to the exact
date. Some favored January 2, some January 6, some
celebrated May 20, while others fixed the date on
April 18 or 19, and still others on March 28. The
uncertainty existing in the minds of the historians at
the beginning o f the third century proves that there
was no formal observance before the middle o f the
century. We have no historical record that our Lord’s
birthday was celebrated during apostolic times.
The first man to fix December 25 as the correct
date, seems to have been Hippolytus of the second
century. He believed that Jesus’ life from conception
to crucifixion was exactly thirty-three years. Since
the cru cifixion occurred on M arch 25, H ippolytus
calculated that the Annunciation to Mary, or the
Conception, took place in the same month, thirtythree years earlier. He decided therefore, that Jesus
must have been bom in the month o f December, on
the twenty-fifth day. But the uncertainty o f all dates
discredits every attempt at fixing the correct date.
Indeed, some think it is almost certain that December
25 was not the date o f Jesus’ birth; for it is then the
height of the rainy season in Judea, and shepherds
would not likely have been watching their flocks by
night on the plains.
The earliest record o f the recognition o f Decem
ber 25 as Christ’s birthday is in the Philocalian Cal
endar, which shows that the celebration o f that date
was a Roman practice as early as 336. An Armenian
writer o f the eleventh century states that the cele
bration o f Christmas was invented in Rome by a
heretic and first observed in Constantinople in 373.
The present date has never been adopted by the Ar
menians; they still celebrate January 6. The church
at Jerusalem also celebrated January 6, about the
middle of the fourth century. At about this time, the
Jerusalem bishop asked the bishop at Rome to as
certain, if possible, the exact date, in order to over-
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come the difficulties o f nonconformity between the
Eastern and Western churches. It is represented that
a calculation based on the supposition that Zacharias’
vision took place during the Feast o f Tabernacles,
thus favoring December 25 as the date for Christmas,
was submitted to the church at Jerusalem , who,
nevertheless, persisted in celebrating January 6, until
the year 549 or later. In Egypt, the Western birthday
w as opp osed du rin g the early part o f the fifth
century, but was observed in Alexandria as early as
432.
Owing to the widespread belief in the earlier cen
turies o f Christianity, that Jesus was bom spiritually,
that is, adopted as the Son o f God and exalted to
divine rank and power at the time He was baptized
by John, the date o f His baptism was considered
much more important than the date o f His physical
birth. During these centuries, little attention was
given to the date o f His birth in the flesh. But by the
middle o f the fourth century, the former prevalent
belief had given place to the doctrine based upon the
first chapter o f John’s gospel and the Epistles o f
Paul, maintaining that Jesus existed with the Father
from eternity, and that He was absolutely divine
from the time o f His conception. With the spread o f
the latter belief, the date o f the physical birth o f
Christ became o f greater importance to Christianity.
The date we now celebrate was not fixed by mere
accident. The discussions and con clu sion s o f the
church fathers doubtless had a great deal to do with
fixing December 25; but it is believed that the ancient
heathen festivals which were held at the same time of
the year, also had a powerful influence over Chris
tianity in deciding the date. Almost all the heathen
nations o f the early centuries A. D., regarded the
winter solstice—the time when the sun reaches its
most southern point—as a very important event of
the year. It was the beginning o f the renewed life o f
nature and o f the gods, and the beginning o f the
lengthening o f days. Especially the more northern
countries hailed this point o f the winter with great
delight; and from the oldest times they celebrated this
season with sumptuous festivities. A t the winter
solstice, the Germans held their great Yule feast in
commemoration o f the return o f the fiery sun-wheel.
It is stated that many o f the beliefs and usages o f the
old Germans and also o f the Romans were carried
over from heathenism into C hristianity, some o f
which survive at the present day. Christianity itself
added dramatic representations o f the birth o f Christ
and o f the first events o f His life. This occasioned the
com position o f the m anger songs and numerous
Christmas carols. The Christmas trees adorned with
lights and gifts were also introduced with the custom
of exchanging presents and preparing special Christ
mas dishes. Thus Christmas has become a universal
social feast day.
December 25 is observed religiously by Roman
C a th olics and by a lm ost all P rotesta n t b od ies.
However, the Scotch Presbyterians and the English
Nonconformists generally reject religious Christmas
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observances, holding that such celebration savors too
much o f Catholicism . It is said that the Puritan
founders of New England established Thanksgiving
Day as a substitute, in some degree, for Christmas.
We as the saints o f God observe the day in mem
ory o f the birth o f our Savior into this world for the
salvation of souls, without any regard to the exact
ness o f date. One thing we do know, that He was
bom “ to save his people from their sins,” and that we
have by His mercy obtained this salvation. For this
greatest o f blessings and many kindred benefits, we
offer to Him heartfelt devotions on the day generally
commemorated as His birthday.
—From Gospel Trumpet in 1911, by F. W. Heinly
-------------------- o---------------------

Have Faith in God
“ Now faith is the substance o f things hoped for,
the evidence o f things not seen.” Heb. 11:1. “ For we
are saved by hope; but hope that is seen is not hope;
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But
if we hope for that we see not, then do we with
patience wait for it.” Rom. 8:24, 25.
How m any times do we fear to trust unseen
things with God, and thus grieve Him—the One who
cares for us through every circumstance in life? At
one tim e I desired a fa v o r o f G od, but it w as
necessary to wait a while before it could be granted. I
had a great fight with the enemy before I obtained
victory and could take God at His word, resting
assured that when the time came He would do His
part; but when I yielded all my will into His will my
faith looked up in such confidence that I felt sure the
result was safe. Praise His holy name! He not only
gave me the desire o f my heart, but a great blessing
beside. So, dear ones, it pays to trust for things
unseen, for He never fails. Let us not be as was
Thomas to whom Christ said, “ Because thou hast
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they which
have not seen, and yet have believed.” John 20:29.
“ Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised).” Heb.
10:23. “ But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave o f the sea, driven
with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think
that he shall receive anything o f the Lord.” James
1:6, 7.
If we do not receive what we desire o f God, it is
because we do not ask in accordance with His will, or
we do not ask in faith believing; for God cannot lie,
and His Word says: “And all things, whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matt.
21:22. “ And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.” Luke 11:9.
My continual prayer to God is, in the language of
the apostle (Luke 17:5), “ Increase our faith,” for His
Word teaches us that “ without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder o f them that
diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6. “ But let us, who are
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of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate o f
faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope o f salva
tion.” 1 Thess. 5:8.
Let us not any longer grieve our heavenly Father
with our unbelief, for in Heb. 3:17, 18, we read, “ But
with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not
with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the
wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should
not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?”
We see th at they cou ld n o t enter in b eca u se o f
unbelief; and if we have unbelief in our hearts we
cannot enter into the joys o f salvation, nor receive
the many blessings that He has in store for them
that love Him.
—Mrs. H. A. Shook
— -----------------o------------- :-------

The Beauty o f Virginity
God had spoken in prophecy that He would send
His only begotten Son to this world to destroy the
works o f the devil in the hearts o f mankind. Now the
time had come. His Word was to be fulfilled. His Son
was to be bom o f a virgin from the house o f David,
who was o f the family o f Abraham. No doubt there
were many young maidens in the lineage o f David
and the house o f Judah. But this young maiden must
be a virgin—one who had not known a man. The sin
of fornication could not have been committed. She
was to have a pure and clean body, which is beauti
ful in the sight o f God. She was one who had kept her
natural desires under control and had her mind on
purity and holiness. She was to be one o f whom the
Bible says, “ Unto the pure all things are pure.” (Titus
1:15)
Where was this beautiful virgin to be found? God,
the Father, took note o f all the young m aidens.
Maybe it wasn’t hard to find a pure maiden in that
day. Our heavenly Father found Mary, who was o f
the lineage o f D avid. She w as a beautiful young
maiden who was betrothed to Joseph. In other words,
they had mutually bound themselves to each other to
be married. She was the one that God chose to
become the mother o f His only begotten Son. Matt.
1:18-23.
How beautiful is the great plan o f God! The first
woman, Eve, had sinned and caused the whole world
of mankind to be plunged into sin. Now a beautiful
virgin, who was full o f purity and cleanness o f both
mind and body, was to become the mother o f the Son
of God who was to redeem mankind from sin. Woman
at last was to be used to help redeem the world from
the sin into which she had plunged it. How wonderful
it was that God found that darling maiden full o f
purity! She fu lfille d the p ro p h e cy o f Isa ia h the
prophet w ho said, “ . . . B eh old , a v irg in sh a ll
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.” Isa. 7:14. Immanuel means God with us,
which im plies God incarnated, or God in human
flesh. Surely it came to pass as John says, “ . . . the
Word was G o d ,. . . made flesh, and dwelt among us,
. . . full o f grace and truth.” (John 1:1, 14) “ . . . For
this purpose the Son o f God was manifested, that he
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might destroy the works o f the devil. Whosoever is
born o f G od d oth n ot com m it sin ; fo r h is seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is
bom o f God.” 1 John 3:8, 9. What a glorious exper
ience this is! It could only come to us because God
found a beautiful maiden who was a virgin. This is a
doctrine o f the Church o f God—that Jesus was bom
o f a virgin—and it is a beautiful fact and founda
tional truth that has given us salvation.
Let us think of our day. If God were looking for a
virgin today, just how many would He find? It is sad
that in our society there is a teaching, which is from
the pits o f hell, that one should give sway to his or
her desires, regardless o f what they m ay be. The
Bible is not regarded as the basis for the control of
the body. Recently, someone told me that while she
was listening to the radio, a preacher said that
“ when the Bible says we are saved from sin, that it
means the soul is free from sin and not the body.” We
are living in a very evil day when it is encouraged to
sin with the body. People o f the world do not hold
purity of the body in high esteem, as do those who
are truly living according to the Bible. The Bible
says, “ Flee forn ication . . . . he that com m itteth
forn ication sinneth against his own body. W hat?
know ye not that your body is the temple o f the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have o f God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s.” 1 Cor. 6:18-20. Purify of mind helps
keep the body pure. Resist any thought that would
cause you to lose control o f your body. Never allow
you rself to be put into a position that you c a n ’t
control your mind and body according to the Word of
God. The Apostle Paul said, “ But I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I m yself
should be a castaway.” 1 Cor. 9:27. By the power of
the Holy Spirit, each one o f God’s children can keep
his mind pure, and then “ unto the pure all things”
will be pure. Today God is looking for those in whom
His spirit can dwell, who are willing to “ present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.” (Rom. 12:1b) How
beautiful are young men and women who have holy,
clean thoughts and keep their bodies pure and clean!
—Sis. Marie Miles
---------------------o--------------------Dedication is the yielding of your heart, your life, '
and your ways to God and walking with him in all His
w ays. It is to follow where He leads; to bow submissive
to His will, as the slender plant bends to the evening
breeze or the ship is turned about by the helm.
—C. E. Orr
------------------- o-------------------God’s walls round about us are salvation, and as long
as we keep hid away in the secret of His presence, no evil
can touch us. It is impossible for the devil or any of his
hosts to make his way through the presence of God to
injure our souls. It is possible for us to keep so hid away in
His presence that that wicked one toucheth us not.
—E. E. Byrum
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H O L IN E S S M O N T H L Y

This non-sectarian paper is edited and published in
the interest of the universal CHURCH OF GOD each
month (except August of each year, and we omit an issue
that month to attend campmeetings) by Lawrence D.
Pruitt, assisted by Marie Miles and other consecrated
workers at the FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 920 W.
Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044.
(USPS184-660)
(Second class postage paid at Guthrie, Okla.)
N o tice to su b s crib e rs: Whenever you move or
change your address, please write us at once, giving your
old and new address, and include your Zip Code number.
The post office n ow charges 259 to notify us o f
each change o f address.
Dated copy for publication must be received by the
18th of the month prior to the month of issue.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Single copy, one year.................................................. $ .35
Single copy, three years............................................. $1.00
Roll of 4 papers to one address, one y e a r .......... $1.00
Write for prices on larger quantities.
This publication teaches salvation from all sin, sanc
tification for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus
prayed as recorded in John 17:21 and manifested by the
apostles and believers after Pentecost. By God’s grace we
teach, preach, and practice the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the same gospel which Peter, John, and Paul
preached, taught, and practiced, including the divine
healing of the body. James 5:14,15.
Its motto: Have faith in God. Its object: The glory of
God and the salvation of men; the restoration and pro
mulgation of the whole truth to the people in this “eve
ning time” as it was in the morning Church of the first
century; the unification of all true believers in one body
by the love of God. Its standard: Separation from the
sinful world and entire devotion to the service and will of
God. Its characteristics: No discipline but the Bible, no
bond of union but the love of God, and no test of fellow
ship but the indwelling Spirit of Christ.
Through the Free Literature Fund thousands of gos
pel tracts are published and sent out free of charge as the
Lord supplies. Co-operation of our readers is solicited, and
will be appreciated in any way the Bible and the Holy
Spirit teach you to do or stir your heart. “ Freely ye have
received, freely give.” Read Exodus 25:2; 1 Chron. 29:9;
2 Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.
Freewill offerings sent in to the work will be thank
fully received as from the Lord. Checks and money orders
should be made payable to Faith Publishing House.
A separate Missionary Fund is maintained in order to
relay missionary funds from our readers to the support of
home and foreign missionaries and evangelists.
In order to comply with the Oklahoma laws as a non
profit religious work, the Faith Publishing House is in
corporated thereunder.
FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 518 920 W. Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044
Office Phone 282-1479 Home Phone 282-2262

THE SEASON’S WARMEST GREETINGS ARE
EXTENDED TO ALL OUR READERS, praying that
Christ’s holy presence may be your portion during
this holiday season and forevermore.
Though the exact date of our Saviour’s birth is
not known, yet it is a historical fact that He was
bom, and the year of our present calendar is calcu
lated from that momentous event. In the fullness
of time God sent His only Son as the long-promised
Messiah to redeem mankind from the bondage of sin.
Jesus was manifested that He might destroy the
works of the devil out of men’s hearts. He did not
come to “ condemn the world, but that the world
through him might be saved.” Neither does He im
pose Himself upon anyone, but His offer o f salvation
is a free gift.- Jesus said, “ Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.” Rev. 3:20. If you are not
saved, Jesus stands at your heart’s door and knocks
for admittance. Since the latch string is on the in
side, you must willingly and gladly Open the door
and invite Him in. With the Apostle Paul we ex
claim: “ Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable
g ift!” 2 Cor. 9:15.
Truly, Christ was born into the world, but the
most important event in your life is when He is born
in your heart. If He is not now living there and
governing your life, He was born and has died in vain
as far as you are concerned. May He be crowned
the King in every heart!
Thinking of Christ’s birthday at this season of
the year, let us give a birthday offering more di
rectly to Him and His great cause. It is nice to give
gifts to friends and relatives, but whose birthday
should we be remembering? What would be more
fitting than to give a gift or offering in honor of
our Lord and Saviour to a nee^y person, a special
offering for literature evangelism, or to support the
home and foreign missionary work? Jesus said in
Matt. 25:40, “ Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
As this last issue of the year of 1980 goes to
press, we offer many thanks to our readers for the
considerable number of yearly gift subscriptions that
you have sent. We welcome all you can send at any
time at the price of $1.00 for three yearly subscrip
tions. We pray and trust that the Bible truth in
the coming issues will prove a real spiritual blessing
to every recipient. There is transforming power in
believing the gospel o f Jesus Christ.
By the 10th of December, bound volumes of the
eleven issues o f the Faith and Victory paper for 1980
will be available at $1.00 each, plus 60c for postage
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and handling. Ready now are the 1980 Beautiful
Way books for Juniors (52 papers for the year) at
$1.00 each, plus 60c for postage and handling. Send
your order TODAY!
Scripture Text Christmas Cards — 14 cards in
box. Sunshine Line— price per box, $2.00, plus 65c
for postage and handling. Order your supply NOW!
Beautiful 1981 Wall Calendar with Scripture . . .
This 1981 Wall Calendar has beautiful nature
scenes in color for each month with Scriptural em
phasis. Size 7 1/4 by 13V2 inches. Price, $1.25 each,
plus 65c for postage and handling, which is a total
of $1.90, postpaid to your address.
“ Secular Humanism: The Most Dangerous Reli
gion in America" is the title o f a book that every
one should read, especially ministers and teachers.
This deceptive doctrine has infested all the nominal
churches, and poses a threat to the very elect. This
book contains 81 pages in a heavy paper cover. The
price is $2.00, plus 60c for postage. Order TODAY!
Some saints from the Guthrie congregation ac
companied this writer and his wife on Sunday, Nov.
2, to Wichita, Kansas, where we enjoyed the all-day
services and fellowship of the Wichita Church in
their annual autumn meeting. The preached Word
and the truth in song were precious to our souls.
The Oklahoma State Assembly Meeting, the larg
est winter gathering of God’s people in the U. S.,
will be held, Lord willing, at Guthrie, Okla., from
Dec. 26, 1980 to Jan. 4, 1981. Further announce
ment of the meeting appears in this issue.
God still rules in the kingdoms of men and gives
authority to whomsoever He will. Evidently the
Lord has ordained that Ronald Reagan will be the
next president o f these United States. The Scrip
tures exhort us to pray for our rulers and all those
in authority. In these perilous and perplexing times
they surely need divine wisdom. The greatest need
is for this whole nation and the entire world o f man
kind to repent and turn back to God. That is the
only hope for this world, as we are right on the
brink of disaster and the wrath o f God to be poured
out in fury.
Phillip Gellenbeck and Rosie Huskey o f the local
Guthrie congregation were united in holy matrimony
on Saturday afternoon, Nov. 15, 1980, in the Guthrie
chapel before many witnesses with the pastor, Bro.
Leslie Busbee, officiating. Our best wishes and our
prayers are for this Christian young couple that they
will have a long and happy life together in the ser
vice of the Lord.
o— O— O— O O O—■0
Another 10,000 pounds (five tons) o f printing
paper have been ordered shipped from the paper mill
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at the cost of $4,210.00. It is expected to arrive
in 60 or 90 days. The gospel, or the good news of
salvation through Christ, must continue to go forth
to all nations that they might believe and be saved
from sin. We are grateful to all those who are pray
ing for and co-operating with us and the Lord in
this literature ministry.
— L. D. Pruitt
■---------------- 0 ----------------

Excellent Gift Suggestions
Birth of a Reformation—Life and Labors o f D. S.
Warner by A. L. Byers. A reprint with additional pic
tures of pioneer ministers. Cloth bound, 496 pages. Price,
$5.50 each.
Prophetic Lectures on Daniel and the Revelation by
F. G. Smith. It contains 260 pages in heavy paper cover.
Price, $3.50 each.
What The Bible Teaches by F. G. Smith. A reprint
o f the original 1914 edition, containing 576 pages in cloth
binding. This is a book that should be in every home.
Price, $5.50 each.
The Revelation Explained by F. G. Smith. Reprint
of 1906 original edition (fourth reprint), plus two 17x22
inch wall charts in two colors. 464 pages in nice cloth
cover. Price, $5.50 each.
Personal Experiences of S. O. Susag was written by
himself, a Norwegian who had many marvelous experi
ences and answers to prayer as an early-day minister in
the Church of God. 191 pages are bound in a heavy
paper cover. Price, $1.75.
The Last Reformation by F. G. Smith. Just recently
made available, this reprint edition contains 256 pages.
Nice paper binding is priced at $3.50 each, and the doth
binding is $5.00 each.
Holy Spirit Baptism and the Second Cleansing by
R. R. Byrum. Consists of 108 pages in heavy paper cover.
Price, 75c each, or three for $2.00.
Bible Readings for Bible Students and for the Home
and Fireside compiled by S. L. Speck and H. M. Riggle.
Originally published in 1902, this excellent volume con
tains 432 pages of Scripture references and comments on
many Bible subjects. Nice cloth cover. Price, $5.00.
Adventures in the Land of Canaan by R. L. Berry.
An instructive allegory of true-to-life experiences in the
grace of sanctification. 128 pages in paper cover. Price,
$1.00 per copy.
Christian Baptism, Feet Washing, and the Lord’s
Supper by H. M. Riggle. This excellent doctrinal book
on the three ordinances of the New Testament contains
264 pages in a nice cloth cover. Price, $3.50 each.
Evening Light Songs, shaped notes, with 512 pages
in a cloth binding. The right hymnal for the Church of
God. Price, $4.50 each.
The Cleansing of the Sanctuary by D. S. Warner and
H. M. Riggle. Reprinted verbatim in 541 pages, cloth
binding. Price, $5.50 each.
Beyond The Tomb by H. M. Riggle. This excellent
book of 288 pages deals with man, his present and future,
in a nice cloth cover. Price, $4.00.
Must We Sin? by D. S. Warner. This 24-page book
let records the supposed conversation between Bro. Light
and Bro. Foggy on the sin question. Price, 25c each, or
five copies for $1.00.
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The Christian Church; Its Rise and Progress, by H. M.
Riggle. Bound in cloth cover, 488 pages. Price, $5.00.
Life's Golden Gleanings by Ruby E. Stover. She re
cords many experiences of her childhood, and how God
answered prayer in marvelous ways in her family and
through the years in the gospel work. 94 pages in nice
paper cover. Price, $1.00.
God's Gracious Dealings by Fred and L. D. Pruitt.
This enlarged Seventh Edition is a history o f this gospel
publishing ministry in the Church of God for the past
sixty years, as well as a record of the work of the Church
at large. Contains 496 pages, including more than 100
pictures, in a nice cloth cover. Price, $5.00 each.
Life's Story and Healings by Sister Nellie Poulos.
This is a reprint of her first book, plus additional ma
terial. This volume contains 160 pages with a heavy
paper cover. Price, $1.50 each.
The Double Cure, or Redemption Twofold by D. O.
Teasley. This book should enlighten the reader on the
two works of grace, and correct the thinking o f those who
deny the cleansing element in sanctification. 160 pages
o f large print in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50.
The Second Coming of Christ by Willie C. Murphey.
An excellent short treatise on this very important Bible
subject. 24 pages in a paper binding. Price, 25c each,
or five copies for $1.00.
The Battle of Armageddon by O. B. Wilson. A clear
exposition of this much misunderstood subject in an en
larged 24-page booklet by the author. Price, 20c each,
or six copies for $1.00.
Memoirs of George E. Harmon, sponsored by Vera
M. Forbes. Recently o ff the press, this book is an auto
biography of our beloved Bro. George Harmon, a long
time minister in the Church of God, including the record
o f the memories of a few others who knew him. It will
inspire your faith in God. Its 56 pages with four pic
tures is bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, 60c each,
or two copies for $1.00.
Divine Healing for Soul and Body by E. E. Byrum.
Available ONLY in the German .language, it contains
282 pages bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, $2.25.
Bible Humility by J. W. Byers. An excellent treatise
o f this subject in 33 pages with a heavy paper cover.
The price is 30c each, or four copies for $1.00.
Rays of Hope by D. O. Teasley in the German lan
guage. It consists of 180 pages in a heavy paper cover.
Price, $1.50 each.
Food For Lambs by C. E. Orr in the English lan
guage. This English version contains 168 pages in a
heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50 each.
Food For Lambs by C. E. Orr in the German lan
guage. It consists of 127 pages in a heavy paper cover.
Price, $1.00 each.
Tim and His Lamp, re-written by Fern Stubblefield.
This excellent booklet of 52 pages for children and young
people is bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, 35c each,
or three copies for $1.00.
The Hero of Hill House by Mabel Hale. A very in
teresting and inspiring true story, this book contains 224
pages in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50 each.
Lest We Forget by Sister Margaret Eck. 72 pages
of many encouraging experiences with the Lord bound in
a heavy paper cover. Price, 75c each, or three for $2.00.
The Key to Peace by Marie Miles. Recently o ff the
press is this 32-page booklet, in which the plan o f sal
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vation is made plain for young people and adults. The
price is 35c each, or three copies for $1.00.
Echoes From Heaven—a new song book of 195 songs
in shaped notes. In a heavy paper cover, this song book
is priced at $1.75 each.
No. 1 Stereo Song Record by the Phillips Evening
Light Singers. Fourteen songs by the Phillips family on
33 RPM record. This No. 1 record may be ordered from
this office or purchased directly from Bro. Paul Phillips,
1220 Wabash St., Wichita, Kansas 67214. The price is
$5.00 each, plus 84c for postage and handling.
No. 2 Stereo Song. Record by the Phillips Evening
Light Singers. Eleven songs by the Phillips family—Bro.
Paul Phillips and his six children. On the cover for the
record is a large picture of the singers. This record No.
Two may be ordered from this office or purchased directly
from Bro. Paul Phillips, 1220 Wabash Street, Wichita,
Kansas 67214. The price is reduced to $5.00 each, plus
84c for postage and handling.
Stereo Song Record by the Evening Light Gospel Harmonizers. The twelve songs, just recently recorded, are
sung by seven California gospel singers and composed by
one o f the singers, Bro. Philip Matthews of Fresno, Cali
fornia, who is also sponsoring the production of this
record. Price, $6.00 each, plus 90c for postage and the
handling.
The Stereo Gospel Song Album titled, “ Songs Mother
Loved” by the Carver Family. Sung and dedicated by
the Carver children to the memory o f their mother, May
DeLee (Jackson) Carver, who departed this life to be
with the Lord in 1967. On the jacket of the record is a
nice, large picture of Sister May Carver. The record has
twelve songs which you will surely enjoy hearing. The
price is $5.00 each, plus $1.00 for postage and handling.
Write for a complete list of other excellent books in
stock at this office and ready for prompt delivery.
For postage and handling, add 60c for the first
dollar and 6c for each additional dollar o f total order.
M ail Orders To—
F AITH PUB. HOUSE. Box 518, Guthrie, Okla. 73044

In Memorial
F a ron A llen , son of Norman and Rhenda Allen,
was bom at Bentonville, Ark., on Feb. 10, 1976, and
departed this life to be with the Lord at Neosho, Mo.,
on Nov. 7, 1980, at the age o f 4 years, 8 mos., and 28
days.
Survivors include his parents of their home at
Neosho, Mo.; two brothers, Marshall and Kent of the
home; two sisters, Marcy and Krystal o f the home;
maternal grandmother, Mrs. Lou Bray o f Garfield,
Ark.; paternal grandfather, L. A. Allen o f Exeter,
Mo., and many other relatives, friends, and saints.
Funeral services were conducted by Bros. Vada
McMillian and Austin McMillian. Bro. Jim McMillian
conducted the graveside service at Liberty Cemetery
near Garfield, Ark.
[Editor’s note: Bro. and Sister Norman Allen are
the caretakers living on the National campground at
Monark Springs, Neosho, Mo. Our sincere sympathy
and prayers are extended to and for them in their
deep sorrow at the loss o f their little son in the
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vehicle accident. May the God o f all comfort be their
portion.]
N ote o f T h a n k s and A p p re cia tio n
Since it would be almost impossible to write to all
the dear saints, we wish to take this means to express
our deep appreciation for all the concern and love
shown to us by the dear saints in the loss o f our little
son, Faron.
We don’t have words or ability to even come close
to telling everyone how much we appreciate all the
beautiful flowers, food, love offerings, and most o f
all, your prayers.
We desire prayer that we may be drawn closer to
the Lord at this time. Even though our hearts are
broken, we believe our God doeth all things well.
—Bro. Norman & Sister Rhenda Allen & family
Rt. 7, Box 368, Neosho, Mo. 64850
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The funeral service was conducted in Raton, N.
Mex., by Bro. Richard Madden, assisted by other
sa in ts as sin g ers. In term en t w as in M t. V iew
Cemetery, south o f Capulin, N. Mex.
---------------------o---------------------

MEETING NOTICES A N D REPORTS
j
ALL D A Y SERVICES AT BOLEY, OKLAHOMA

Lord willing, there will be all day services and
baptizing at the chapel o f the Church o f G od in
Boley, Oklahoma, on Sunday, December 7, 1980. We
extend a w arm w elcom e to a ll to attend these
services. Com e prayin g the Lord w ill g iv e us a
glorious meeting in Zion. We will be looking for you.
Yours in His Great Name, —Katherine Williams
CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY MEETING

S ister M am ie (J oin er) F lyn n o f Loranger, La.,
bom October 19, 1899, departed this life November 1,
1980, at the age o f 81 years and 13 days, haying been
a lifelong resident o f Loranger, La.
Sis. Mamie was married to Bro. Dallas Flynn in
1925, and had been faithfully and.patiently caring for
him during his affliction for about thirteen years,
when God lovingly and tenderly relieved her o f her
duties o f life.
Sis. M am ie is survived by her husband, Bro.
Dallas Flynn; three sons, Delbert Flynn o f Tulsa,
Okla., Kenneth Flynn and Herbert Flynn, both o f
Loranger, Louisiana; one sister, Sis. Elva Joiner o f
Loranger, La.; ten grandchildren and tw o great
grandchildren.
Sis. Mamie was preceded in death by three sisters
and four brothers.
Funeral services were conducted in the Thomas
Funeral Home in Hammond, La., by Sis. La Vem
Manuel and Bro. Bob Forbes, with graveside services
conducted by Bro. M errill W illiam son in the Oak
Grove Church o f God cemetery near Loranger, La.
E a r n e s t B e n ja m in W e ir w as born N ov. 21,
1883, at West Plains, Mo., and passed away on Nov.
2, 1980, in Raton, N. Mexico, at the age o f 96 years,
11 months, and 11 days.
He went to what is now the State o f New Mexico
in 1908-10, and filed on a homestead claim. In that
area he lived the remainder o f his life.
On Nov. 14, 1916, he was united in marriage to
Florence M. Griffeth. To this union three sons were
bom. His wife preceded him in death on June 25,
1941.
Bro. Weir had been affiliated with the Church o f
God for many years, and often attended the state and
national meetings in Oklahoma and Missouri.
Survivors include: three sons, Earnest o f Capulin,
N. Mex., and Edwin and William o f Raton, N. Mex.;
one brother, Harry Weir o f Oregon; 13 grandchildren,
and 18 great-grandchildren.

The annual California State Assembly meeting of
the C hurch o f G od w ill be h eld, L ord w illin g ,
December 26, 1980, through January 4, 1981. The
c a m p g ro u n d is lo c a te d a t 12312 O s b o rn e P L ,
Pacoima, CA. 91331; phone (213) 899-9021.
An invitation is extended to all to come praying
and expecting a rich spiritual blessing. Expenses will
be met by freewill offerings and accommodations will
be available for everyone. Out-of-town saints should
bring their own bedding, if possible.
For further inform ation, con tact Bro. Robert
Sherman, (213) 896-7593, or Bro. James Pierro, (213)
896-5331.
—Edward Sorrell
OKLAHOMA STATE ASSEMBLY MEETING

T h e 74th a n n u al O k la h om a State A ssem b ly
m eeting o f the Church o f God w ill be held, Lord
willing, at Guthrie, Okla., on Dec. 26, 1980, to Jan. 4,
1981, inclusive. The meeting begins the day after
Christmas with the first se rv ice at 10:30 a.m . A
hearty welcom e is extended to all to attend this
annual gathering o f God’s people in the central area
o f tiie U.S.A.
The chapel is located on the comer of 6th Street
an d W est W arner A ven u e. T h e d in in g h a ll and
dormitories are in the same block for your conven
ience. All who come will be cared for. The expenses of
tiie meeting will be met as usual by freewill offerings.
We are praying and expecting the Lord to send
S p irit-filled m in isters to preach the W ord w ith
heaven’s anointing. All hungry souls seeking light or
spiritual help, come, and God will meet you here. If
you are sick in body, come and be healed by faith in
the Great Physician. Saints, come praying with a
burden for the unsaved and for all who need help in
soul and body. These are perilous times, and we need
to be about our Father’s business, doing all we can to
rescue lost souls.
Please send all contributions for this com ing
State m eeting directly to Sister Frances Deforth,
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Route 2, Guthrie, Ok. 73044. For further information,
con tact the pastor, Bro. Leslie Biisbee, 1014 W.
Mansur, Guthrie, Ok. 73044, phone 405-282-2421. The
phone number at the chapel is 405-282-5499.
—Editor
Note to Oklahoma saints: Pillows are needed for
the m en’ s dorm itory. Please brin g one when you
come to the meeting.
WICHITA, KAN., MEETING REPORT

Dear Bro. Pruitt,
The autumn revival at Wichita, Kansas, closed
on Nov. 9.
Time moves onward in a steady march toward
eternity. We were solem nly warned several times
during our meeting that time is running out and
Jesus is coming soon. Bro. Mart Samons even told us
that while he was quite busy recently, God said to
him, “ Be ye ready.” Will we be ready when Jesus
comes, or will some of us come under the warning in
the Bible that says because our Lord delays His
coming we will get careless and drift back into the
world? May we all take these warnings very seri
ously.
The Lord was faithful to send us warning as well
as encouragement. We were exhorted to see Jesus in
everything that touches our lives; to have faith in
God, and to be willing to “ stand in the gap.” We were
told that it is better to be safe than sorry, especially
where our souls are concerned. We heard about “ the
Word,” “ the truth,” and “ real salvation,” and we are
sorry th at m ore peop le did n ot seek G od to be
delivered from sin. We appreciated the gathering of
the saints, and we are thankful for each one the Lord
enabled to attend the meeting.
Let us be watchful, careful, and prayerful saints,
being sure to stay in the straight and narrow way,
because we must endure all the way to the end in
order to be among the number that is caught up with
Jesus in the air to be with Him forever.
—Submitted by Shirley Knight
OKMULGEE, OKLA., MEETING REPORT

The Spirit o f God was faithful to the saints again
in O km ulgee, O k la ., an d sen t in m in isters and
workers o f His choosing. We thank God for all those
who shared in the burden for souls. The Word was
quick and powerful, sharp as a two-edged sword. It
pierced unto the dividing o f soul and spirit, and was
faithful to discern the thoughts and intents of the
hearts o f men. Everything is naked and open before
Him. (Read Heb. 4:12,13.) He knoweth all things. “ His
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
shew him self strong in the behalf o f them whose
heart is perfect toward him. . . . ” 2 Chron. 16:9. His
hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither His
ear heavy that He cannot hear, but iniquity separates
and then He will not hear.
Out o f all the rich Word that went forth and the
laboring in the gospel with much conviction, there
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was very little yielding to the wooing o f the Spirit.
Only two sought the Lord at the altar o f prayer. May
they strike the Rock, and gain that steady faith to be
ready at His coming. The time has come that they
will not endure sound doctrine, but have heaped to
themselves teachers having itching ears. They have
turned from the truth and believed fables. There is a
letting down here and there, and a setting up here
and there. D ivision s are ram pant, and coldness
waxes worse and worse. The “ old paths” are looked
upon as not needed. We m u st rem ain sober and
vigilant, for our adversary the devil is that roaring
lion that seeks whom he may devour.
Ministers from Bakersfield, Oakland, Pacoima,
Sacram ento, C alif; W ichita, Ks.; O klahom a City,
Nowata, Edmond, Tulsa, Sapulpa, Okla., and saints
from Boley, Okla, and other congregations were in
the battle. Our souls were revived by the Word and
Spirit o f our God that liveth and abideth forever.
—Sis. Erma Johnson
-------------------- o—-----------

Prayer Requests
W. Va.—“ Please pray for my knees. I have a lot
of pain in them. I can’t get around as well as I used
to. I know the Lord can heal me as He has in the
past.”
—Sis. Patty Edmonds
111.—“ I do not have use of my body and I can’t
walk. Pray that the Lord will heal me so that I can
get out o f this nursing home.”
—Nellie Woods
Md.—“ Please pray for m y daughter who married
last January. Her marriage has been nothing but
chaos. She and her husband fight, and he has left her
for the second time. Someone is going to get hint.”
—A grieved mother
Fla.—“ I have a cataract on one o f my eyes. I
know God is able to heal. He has healed me many
times.”
—Florence Lovett
Okla.—Remember Vera G ellenbeck in earnest
prayer. She needs God’s help physically and in other
ways. Pray earnestly for Bro. Harry Gellenbeck and
the family that God will give them wisdom to know
how to help her, and that He will also give them
physical strength.
Saints, be encouraged in the Lord. If we look
around at the world conditions, people’s failures, the
increase o f false teachings, and listen to gossipers, we
will go down. But we find none o f these discouraging
things by looking to Christ. God can help us to live in
the Spirit and to walk in the Spirit day by day. We
must be convinced that God has all things under His
control and that He will have the last word, so to
speak. If we are His, we will not go down or be dis
mayed. “The government” is “ on his shoulder.” He is
taking care o f His Church and His people. He is
keeping the record o f all things. Let us rest in Christ.
We need to carry a soul-burden. By so doing, we
will be doing something about this sin-cursed world.
Each one will be working in the place and calling
that God calls him to. Each o f us will pray for the
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other, instead o f criticizing him who is working in his
own place. For instance, some may have a burden
to pass out tracts. A nother person who does not
have that burden or calling might say, “ Why do they
do that? Most o f them are wasted and their time is
lost.” That is a wrong attitude. You should pray for
them, and maybe give them some money to help buy
more tracts. Some might have a calling to work with
children. Another might say, “ You are wasting your
time, as the parents will refute all you tell them.”
That, also, is a wrong attitude. If that is not your
burden, pray for that one who has the burden. Maybe
someone has the burden to lead the singing, take
prayer requests, lead out in prayer, or testify at every
opportunity. Get behind that one and pray for him.
These are needful works for God. We need those who
are zealous for God’s work. My father used to say
that he would rather see a person with a lot o f zeal
making a few mistakes, than to see someone with no
zeal at all. If you can’t, by the power o f the Lord, do
it better than the one you are criticizing, then you do
not have a right to say a word about him. These are
prayer requests that each o f us need to pray about.
Work for God.
Pray for our young fathers and mothers, also.
They need much wisdom in training their children.
Pray for them more than you criticize, and by so
doing your criticizing will cease. Parents need God’s
help to be able to bring their children under control
when they are tiny tots, as it is hard to bring teen
agers under subjection who were not taught to respect
nor obey authority in their early years.
Pray for the aged saints. It takes grace to grow
old. Besides afflictions on an aged person’s body, he
has to face the changes o f being taken out o f his
home, and many times away from his loved ones. All
of this is hard to bear. Pray for them to hold fast to
the Lord through the many changes o f growing old.
—Sis. Marie Miles
-------------------- o--------------------PHILIPPINE MISSION REPORT
San J o se C ity (O ct. 2 3 )— D ea r B ro. P ru itt:
Greetings to you, to your co-workers, and to all the
saints o f God in the U.S.A. I hope these lines find all
of you in the grace and peace o f our Saviour and
Lord, Jesus Christ.
It is my pleasure to give you a short report of the
activities and progress o f the Lord’s work in this area
of the Philippines. The month o f October is a busy
month for us in the gospel field since it is not raining
so hard now. We have already gone to 38 places
conducting open-air services and Bible studies. Some
brothers and sisters are going with us. The young
ladies are teaching the children. We conducted a
gospel meeting in Caridad Sur yesterday, and I am
very glad to report that it was a blessed meeting.
Many souls came forward during the invitation song
confessing their sins with tears before the Saviour.
They were so happy and thankful for our concern for
them. Four denominational preachers came to the
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meeting and opposed us openly, but the Lord stood
with us and the truth prevailed. Some saints from
Caridad Norte and from San Jose City attended the
services. They were all happy on the way because
while they were walking in die heat o f the sun they
were singing hymns and sharing precious verses o f
the Bible.
The tricycle is now a great help for us in going to
rural areas where transportation is very scarce. It
can .accommodate four or five persons on a better
road. We are earnestly praying for the Lord to supply
means for the gas we consume every day and for
oth er expen ses in our w idesp read ev a n g elism .
Though we are far apart our hearts are with you and
we pray for all of you.
Your Brother in the one true Church,
—Matias S. Tangunan
-------------------- o--------------------NIGERIAN MISSION REPORT
Bendel State, Nigeria (Oct. 28)—Dear Bro. Pruitt:
Greetings in the powerful name o f Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your letter dated Oct. 2,1980, with
its contents duly noted with immense thanks.
Enemies o f souls are meeting their doom as the
Lord is wonderfully blessing His Church with the
pow er o f the G od h ead . W e pra ise Him fo r H is
awareness o f our need. To God’s glory we report that
our concentration with fasting in prayer for granting
power unto His Church o f this “ evening light” has
not been in vain. The power o f Jesus is the talk o f the
day in Kwale, resulting from the deliverance o f two pos
sessed damsels, Stella and Rose, from whom were cast
out evil spirits in the name of Jesus. The Lord is praise
worthy to plant such a higher power in His com
missioned vessels. These two are not the first. We can
now count seven w ho have been delivered from
demons. The fame has gone far and wide. A woman
drove all the way from Benin City to request permis
sion to bring her possessed child after our return
from the Tombia campmeeting in November. It is the
Lord Himself that sets them free.
Bro. Robert Eckenwiler o f the Wichita, Kansas,
congregation is scheduled to arrive at Lagos, Nigeria,
at 7:10 p.m., Nov. 6, 1980, touching down on the soil
o f Africa for his first time. He will participate in our
N ational cam pm eeting w hich w ill be held on the
island of Tombia near Port Harcourt from Nov. 14 to
23, 1980. He will attend all the spiritual meetings o f
the congregations o f the Church of God in this area.
Yours for souls,
—Titus U.E. Enu
---------------------o--------------------MISSION REPORT FROM INDIA
S. India (Oct. 20)—Dear Bro. Pruitt, the dear ones
in the P rin t S h op , and the dear sa in ts abroad :
Greetings o f Christian love to all o f you again in the
sweetest name o f Jesus C hrist, the Lord o f all.
Thank you very much for your kind letter dated
Oct. 1, and the enclosures were noted with much
gratitude. May God bless each donor to the Lord’s
work in India.
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We were very sorry to read the sad news o f the
automobile wreck in Oklahoma City, resulting in the
death o f two dear young saints. The Church o f God
in India extends its heartfelt sympathy and condo
lence to all the -bereaved relatives, to the saints at
Guthrie, and the Crutcho Church o f God. May the
Lord comfort each one.
We are glad to inform you that one more new
mission station was opened for us at Chirattakonam
where five families have already come out o f “ Baby
lon." We have already started a congregation in a
rented house. The main problem is the lack o f finance
which hinders us from approaching new stations.
“ Soap, soup, and salvation” is the best method o f
spreading file gospel in the poor areas. The need for a
van is very urgent, and I doubt that the saints in
America have forgotten our need for the van. 1 don’t
know how the fund for a van is progressing.
O ur 15th a n n u a l G e n e ra l C a m p m e e tin g is
scheduled to be held in the second week o f January,
1981. We request the presence and prayers o f the
saints everywhere for this convocation. May the Lord
send th ose from A m erica to p a rticip a te in this
meeting. Surely, this is the last period o f time for this
world. We hear o f wars, earthquakes, and other signs.
Our Lord is at the door. Let us do everything quickly
for souls. Let us pray one for another. Our continued
prayers are for your healing.
My wife sends her Christian love to all the sisters
in the Church in America.
Yours in Christ,
—John Varghese
------------- .------ o--------------------REPORT FROM OJOS NEGROS, MEXICO
AND SPANISH LITERATURE PROGRESS
Dear Ones: Greetings in the precious name of
Jesus. Word from the Escobars is that he has ob
tained inside work four days a week within two miles
of Ojos Negros, Mexico, in answer to prayer. He is
feeling much better and thanks the Lord for it. There
were six deaths in less than two weeks in O jos
Negros, and some o f the “ wakes” were held in the
chapel. The Escobars felt impressed o f the Lord to
refuse one group’s having their “ wake” in the chapel,
and although they didn’t know why, the Lord did.
During the “ wake” in a nearby residence, another
man was killed. Only then did the Escobars under
stand why the Lord had them to refuse the group to
have the “ w ake” there in the chapel. They were
grateful for His leadings and protection over the
work. They have a very special request before the
Lord. Pray for them and for the work.
Since caring for my aged mother (91), and only
being able to work with the Spanish literature one
week o f the month, I am behind, but the Lord knows
all about it. I have committed all into His hands. He
helps me to be content, knowing His work for me at
this time is to be faithful to her. “ Honor thy father
and mother . . . that it may be well with thee . . .”
Eph. 6:2a, 3a. Orders are being sent out and new
requests are com in g in, so we know the Lord is
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blessing its distribution, and we thank Him with all
our hearts.
I want to take this opportunity to thank every
one in the reformation who has prayed for and/or
given to the support o f the Spanish printing work
this year. The Lord only can and will reward you.
The Escobars also sent thanks to all the saints and
asked further interest in your prayers, as I do.
Yours for souls in Mexico,
—B ro. M a y a rin o E sco b a r and fa m ily
Ap. Postal #284, Ensenada, B. Cfa., Mex.,
A nd Sis. Opal K elly, 919 W. Mansur,
Guthrie, Okla. 73044
---------------------o-------------------WAITING FOR VISA TO INDIA '
Okla. (N ov. 15)^ D ear Brother Pruitt, and all
saints everywhere: Greetings to everyone in Jesus’
dear name. I had hoped that by the time this paper
went to press I would have some news concerning my
application for a visa to enter India again this
December, but I am still waiting, and waiting.
I have prepared to go, and any day now I should
know whether the visa has been granted or not. My
scheduled departure is for Dec. 30,1980, but I am also
on a waiting list for an earlier departure if someone
should cancel out. Whether I go or stay, I want you to
keep praying for me.
I k now the little book on “ In d ia ” th a t God
blessed me to write has been put away “ to keep” with
m any o f the w ritin g s out o f m ind, but alw a y s
remember that the daily needs in India are many.
Keep giving and praying for this worthy cause half
way around the world.
Your Sister in the Lord,
—Dorothy Keiser
Rt. 6 Box 10, Shawnee, Okla.
-------------------- o---------------------

From the Mailbox . . .
Mich.—Dear Sis. Marie, Bro. Pruitt, and saints
there and everywhere: Greetings in the name of our
kind heavenly Father. I am happy to be able to report
victory over sin and the devil which are causing so
much trouble in the world today.
I want to let you dear ones know that I have
improved much and am now able to do my house
work. Praise the Lord! I am not completely well, but
m y tru st is in the L ord th a t H e w ill h e a l me
completely. I thank you for your prayers. The dear
Lord has been with me. He said He would “ never
leave nor forsak e” us. Surely, every prom ise has
proved true. . . .
—Sis. Lela Stewart
Miss.—For many years I’ve been receiving the

Faith and Victory magazine, and I certainly appre
ciate it. I look forward to it each month. God will
reward you there for your faithfulness in getting His
Word to the lost world.
My race here in this world is almost finished. I’ve
already passed my 84th milestone, and have lived
alone since my husband passed in 1970. I love the
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Lord, and it is my purpose to serve Him until He calls
me Home. Pray for me that I’ll fill my place here.
Bro. Pruitt, I pray that God will have His way in
the healing o f your body.
May God bless each o f you at the Print Shop, and
help you to carry on until He says, it is enough.
—Mrs. Olen Williamson
C alif.—Dear Sis. Marie: We had a good three
nights’ meeting this past weekend. Bro. and Sis. O. B.
Wilson came from Oregon to be with us. Others came
from Canada, Jefferson, Or., and Pacoima, Calif., to
be in the meeting. The Lord poured down blessings
from heaven. Four souls were saved. Our souls were
filled and overflowing with joy.
The way o f the cross grows sweeter day by day.
What would we do without Jesus? He is our life, our
light, our joy and peace. There is nothing more we
could want. . . .
Christian love,
—Letha Reece
Okla.—I am still saved and encouraged in the
Lord, and still rejoicing in my soul. The Lord blessed
my soul during the meeting here at Green Pastures.
Oh, our souls rejoiced in the Lord! I have been in
good meetings, but they were not like this one. The
Lord was surely in this place.
Continue to pray for us here. There are still some
souls here that are stirred. Pray that they will get
saved. The Lord is coming soon. Also pray for my
knees and feet.
—Sis. Icylee Tillman
Okla.—I am thankful for the blessed truth o f
God that encourages m y heart. How happy I am that
God, in His loving-kindness, has called me, so that I
can rejoice in the everlasting kingdom o f God. I love
these writings in 1 Cor. 1:30, “ But o f him are ye in
Christ Jesus, who o f God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp
tion.” Jesus is the truth, the way, and the life ever
lasting.
Pray for me.
—Sis. Eva Penner
Texas—Dear saints everywhere: I am still saved
and sanctified, pressing on for the Lord.
I feel led to copy a few lines from the Bible and
hope they will benefit every reader. Jesus said, “My
meat is to do the will o f him sent sent me, and to
finish his work. Say not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto
you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal:
that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may
rejoice together. And herein is that saying true, One
soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that
whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured,
and ye are entered into their labours.” John 4:34-38.
I have moved to Dallas, and left my home in
Bogota, Texas. The Lord needs laborers here in
Dallas, and we need help to pay for this chapel
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building. Struggling beneath a heavy load, we need
your prayers and support.
My two-bedroom hom e one m ile from B ogota,
Texas, is for sale. It consists o f a little over 14 acre o f
land with fruit and pecan trees. It has city water,
natural gas and electricity. My asking price is $8,000.
For more information, write me at 725 N. Franklin,
Apt. 121, Dallas, Texas 75211, or phone 21*4-948-7112.
Christian love and prayers,
—Nellie Lovell
Ark.—I am still pressing on. My prayer is that
the dear Lord will help me to live clear and holy on
every line and to stand up as a part o f the Church o f
God, which I love dearly. I don’t intend to depart
from the truth. It’s so sweet to me. Nothing else will
satisfy the saints here at Grubbs, Ark. There are just
a few here, and we do not have anyone to preach to
us. We would be so happy if God would send us a
m inister, even i f on ly once a m onth. We desire
prayer to help us to know what to do concerning the
work here. Please pray that God’s will be done. We
don’t want to close the doors here if there would be
one soul coming to the Lord. One soul is precious in
God’s sight. I have children and grand-children, and
others who need the Lord. Oh, if they could only see
this beautiful way!
. I love every line o f the Faith and Victory.
—Nellie West
111.—Dear “Workers with God” : We trust that the
w ork is m ov in g sm ooth ly there and th a t each
package o f literature will be guided by the Master’s
hand where it will bring forth much fruit. He said it
would accomplish what He desired and not come to
nought, so that ought to encourage you even when
you see no results.
The Lord’s blessings upon His children are many
and precious as we see His concern for us.
We are continuing to pray for you, Lawrence, as
well as for many others. We, too, have some needs.
—The Reinekings
Okla.—Dear saints at Faith Publishing House:
“ Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.” We
surely do owe God. all praise and humble thanks
giving. He is so good to us. He is so patient and
merciful to us, and we are poor, needy creatures.
We’re busy here in the Golden Rule Home. Some
times we do not have enough nurses, especially night
nurses.. . . Pray for us that the need will be supplied
for a good God-fearing nurse or nurse’s aid.
I enjoy reading the Faith and Victory. I sent my
last two copies to Nigeria to Bro. Akang along with a
Bible.
My head hurts when holding it in one position
for a while, so pray for me.
It is nice to have Bro. Dallas Flynn from Loui
siana here in the Home. He seems contented and
thankful. Pray for him.
—Sis. Julia Llewellyn
Love to you all,
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Testimonies and Answers to Prayer
Calif.—Dear Sis. Marie and co-workers: We thank
the Lord for those willing to dedicate their lives to the
service o f the Lord there at the Print Shop. We enjoy
the literature so much. The saints should be so
thankful for the printed material! It not only gives us
a common place to write to and keep in touch with
one another, but the sound Bible truths are there for
the asking. We all should appreciate it.
We have had som e w onderful experiences o f
healing. The Lord wants us to tell about them as an
encouragement to others. Our children came down
with a scaley, running mass o f sores. The sores would
pop out at differen t places on their bodies. T hey
looked awful. We were very concerned. We were told
that it was impetigo in the blood stream. We didn’t
know if this was true or not, but we did know it was
very serious. We were told to take the scabs o ff and
wash the sores. This was very painful to the children.
We decided that God whom we were trusting could
heal with the scabs on or off. So we didn’t take them
off anymore. Glory to God, He healed it all. He healed
one o f the children over night! We serve a mighty
God.
One day, I burned my hand. It was so painful
that all I could do was to keep it in ice water. We
went to church service and I was anointed, but the
pain remained. I put my hand back into the glass o f
water. The Lord began to deal with me about trusting
Him and taking my hand out o f the water. So I took
it out, and told the Lord I wouldn’t put it back, no
matter how badly it hurt. The pain was so bad that
I could hardly keep from screaming out. I was really
figh tin g the devil about putting it back into the
water. All o f a sudden the Lord touched it and made
the pain bearable. That encouraged my faith to claim
the complete healing. Almost immediately the pain
completely left. Praise God! My hand was cool and I
could move my fingers.
I thought how encouraging it was going to be to
give m y testim ony at m eeting after the m essage.
Suddenly, the pain came back. I started rebuking the
devil and claimed the victory. The pain all left and it
didn’t come back. M y hand didn’t even blister. When
God heals, He does a complete job. But we must resist
the devil and claim the healing sometimes before it is
ours. We truly thank the Lord for His dealings and
blessings.
Please pray that we’ll be open for the Lord to use
us in His work in whatever capacity He sees fiti
—Sheri and Bryan Rich
Okla.—Dear saints: The year o f 1980 is so quickly
coming to a close. One day I got to thinking back
upon this year. It will surely be a memorable year for
me. The Lord has been so near and dear to me. I
have learned more how to just yield “ my” will to Him
and just rest in His love.
For several years I had been restless and fought
resentment, as I struggled between two desires. A
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part of me thoroughly enjoyed my job working in my
family’s business; and I would have loved to make it
my life’s career, but at the same time, I would be very
dissatisfied, and resented my duty to my family. Yet,
I knew that if God would have been pleased to release
me o f my responsibility, He would have opened the
door for me to step through with a clear conscience,
and until He did, I dared not make a change in my
job. So I struggled on, praying for God’s help when
facing at different times trials o f dissatisfaction. I
hardly knew why I would be so unhappy at those
times. I remember some advice my sister gave me
once. She told me that there are situations in which
we must get victory while in the situation before
God could remove the situation. I found this to be
very true for me in this situation.
Three years ago this past summer, I was going
through a severe battle. I had even ventured to apply
at two different places for another job. It was this
same summer that I received a letter from Sis. Marie
telling me that she felt impressed to let me know of
the need for a worker at the Print Shop. When I got
that letter, I remember thinking, “ Maybe this is my
answer!” That same summer it looked like an oppor
tunity had opened for me to travel a few weeks with
Sis. Karen and her father, Bro. Curtis Williams, as
they held meetings in different places. I could never<
seem to get any leadings or to feel clear to go to the
Print Shop, but I felt I had more o f a burden to go
with the Williams; so plans were made to go with
them, leaving from the singing service in October at
Myrtle, Missouri. In the meantime, Bro. Curtis’ wrist
was injured severely, so those plans fell through. I
felt that I just couldn’t bear to continue on working
in my family’s business at Thayer, Mo., but God gave
me enough strength that this storm, too, passed over.
I was able to go on with enough victory to stay. The
next spring (1978), the Lord provided me with a
trailer to call “ my home,” yet this didn’t solve all my
problems, even though it was a blessing to me. When
I left it this past summer, one day as I was moving
out,. I paused and thanked God for permitting me to
have that little “ haven” to enjoy for awhile.
Some time after I had moved into the trailer, one
evening I felt very troubled and got into my car and
drove down the backroads. As I was driving along, I
was pouring out my heart to God and began yielding
to H im . A s I th in k b a ck , I b eliev e it w as th at
“ y ie ld in g ” to G od th at b rou g h t v icto ry . I ca n
remember com ing hom e w ith a restful, peaceful
feeling. If I remember correctly, it wasn’t long until God
opened doors to the release o f my duty there. God was
working in a way that the decision and plans were
made for the whole fam ily to go out o f business.
Since this was to take place the first o f April, I felt it
my duty and desire to stay with them to the finish, as
I had no leadings to go elsewhere. At the first of the
year, the Lord opened up a job where I worked parttime, and I appreciated the opportunity o f that
experience. Then, too, when we quit the business, I
b eg a n w ork in g part-tim e fo r the com p a n y th at
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bought some o f our trucks, etc. Yet, after awhile, I
found myself getting restless again. When I learned
that again there was a need for a worker at the Print
Shop, I began to pray that the Lord would supply
this need and send the one o f His choice. I would tell
the Lord, “ Here am I, send me.” I didn’t want to lay
the responsibility on someone else, but since the Lord
had provided these other jobs for me and in times
past the way hadn’t been made clear for me to go, I
guess I wasn’t too much in earnest in thinking that
maybe the Lord could, or would, want to use my
services. I had no personal desire to come, as I had
wanted to relax and enjoy the summer, yet my heart
was fully yielded to His will.
One day, while talking by phone with my brother
Paul, he asked m e if I was going to answer the Lord’s
call. I asked him what that was, as I didn’t know at
first what he was referring to. He told me there was a
need for a worker at the Print Shop. The thought
came to me, “ What is keeping me from going? All I
have to keep me are my two part-time jobs. Although
they may be depending upon me for these jobs, I c|n
be replaced. The jobs were here before I was and
will be after I leave. I don’t feel the responsibility to
them that I had to my family. I can no longer use my
family as an excuse. They are no longer in business;
they no longer need my services. So, I have nothing
to keep me.” I fell upon my knees and offered myself
in all earnestness with no reserves. I m ade it a
matter of serious prayer. I soon felt that God wanted
to accept my offer.
I began making preparations to quit my jobs and
to move. As I made plans to come to the Print Shop, I
found myself yielding to Him more and more. The
way was made clear, and I arrived here in Guthrie on
June 19 to give my services unto the Lord. The Lord
has blessed me since coming.
On either the second or third day after arriving, I
felt a feeling o f despair. I thought, “What am I doing
here? I don’t fit. I don’t even belong here.” I felt like
such a stranger. I wished I could just run away. (I
have never been very good at facing things.) I just
stopped mentally and told myself that I had conse
crated to come; I felt God put me here, so I was going
to stay here. Then after submitting to that thought,
the thought cam e to me that when G od leads us
somewhere or to do something, He doesn’t want us to
just “ endure” the thing, but to be happy. After that,
my soul and heart just overflowed with joy. Praise be
unto God! I think I began singing. Such happiness
and contentm ent I ’ve enjoyed since being here! I
ca n ’ t sa y t h a t 'I ’ ve n ot h a d a n y adju stm en t to
leaving my former jobs and moving here, because
there definitely have been. There have been times of
a deep ache and longing to be back home with the
dear people I worked with for so long, the work that I
was fa m ilia r w ith , but the a ssu ra n ce o f G o d ’ s
leadings in these transactions have brought peace to
my mind, and there have been no regrets or desires to
go back in reality. It’s amazing to me. How I praise
God for victory in both mind and soul! I know that it
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isn’t the “ living here” that has brought it, but it has
been the complete yielding o f my will to His and
resting in the leadings o f God.
I appreciate and thank God for all His blessings
upon me this year. There have been Other special
blessings that I do not have the space to tell of. One
morning the Lord brought the song to my mind, “ Oh,
Golden Hours.” The chorus goes, “ Oh, golden hours
will never wait; we must seize them while they come,
or forever be too late. Oh, do not wait for something
great; do whatever you find to do and do it righ t”
Then all the verses begin with “ Up and be doing.” It
is m y fervent desire to rem ain true to G od and
alw ays be yielded to His w ill ajid to be “ up and
d oin g ” for the Lord, as we have no time to seek
repose in our living for God. I desire your prayers
that I might draw yet closer to God.
—Rebecca Sorrell
Texas—Dear Sis. Marie: I’m sure you remember
the prayCr request I sent you to put in the Faith and
Victory, and also asked all o f you there to pray for
the release o f Tommy White. He wps captured in
Cuba when his plane went down as he was throwing
out tracts. God has heard and answered prayer for
Tommy White. He was released this week with all the
other U. S. prisoners in Cuba. I thank God so much
for hearing and answering prayer.
—Louise Strickland
Kansas—Dear gospel workers: Praise be to God!
It is a blessing to be saved and to know that one’s
soul is right before God. We are living in a world of
men who praise the creature more than the Creator.
They look and behold what man can do, but forget
w hat G od can do. T h e B ib le .te lls us, “ F or my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Isa. 55:8, 9. This makes a righteous soul to stand in
awe at the way God can and will work. Praise our
God for the mighty works He does!
Do we realize that He has saved our souls from
eternal fire and dam nation? A t times we feel as
though we would like to have an easier road to travel,
but how wonderful to know that Jesus Christ is
always beside us. He helps to smooth the road. It is
truly wonderful to serve the mighty God that we
serve! I am endeavoring to serve and live for Him.
—Jerry Meek

o— o— o— o-o— o— o— o

Louisiana—Dear ones in the Lord: I can say that
the Lord is blessing us physically and spiritually.
God has been so good to us down through the years.
We can’t praise His name enough for all that He has
done.
It was six years ago this coming February that I
had a light stroke. I suppose that was what it was. I
knew that something had happened to me. I couldn’t
seem to read right or talk like I wanted to. We were
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living in Hammond at that time, and the following
Sunday we drove on over to Baton Rouge, as we were
holding services there. When I got up to preach, I
couldn’t put my words together like I should. I had to
sit dow n , and we ju st had S unday sch o o l. The
following Sunday I tried again, and the Lord helped
me to bring forth a short message. I just kept on
trying in the name o f the Lord, and praise the Lord! I
•can talk, and the Lord blesses me in a wonderful
way. The Lord has done many wonderful things for
me. It would take too much space to tell all.
We hope all is well with everyone at the Faith
Publishing House. We hold you up in our prayers,
and also pray for the work there.
Our hearts were so touched over the death o f the
two young girls in Okla. City. Our hearts went out to
the parents, and other loved ones. But it was good to
k n ow th a t th e ir liv e s p ro v e d th ey w ere true
Christians and loved the Lord. Our prayers have
gone up to God for the parents, loved ones, and
friends. “ We sorrow not as others who have no hope.”
We hope, Bro. Lawrence, that you are stronger in
your body. I am thinking o f the m any precious
prom ises found in R ev ela tion secon d and third
chapters, for those who overcome.
Love in Jesus’ name,
—Max Williamson
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My son’s eye that was so bad, was the worst
looking eye I had ever seen. A blood vessel burst in
the eyeball when he tried to use a heavy hammer
after he had hurt his cheek bone just under that eye.
It had injured the vessel, and it broke and filled his
eyeball with blood instantly. He came right to my
house. His eye was greatly swollen. He said there was
pressure behind his eye, and that it felt like it was
going to pop out. One couldn’t see the eye, just a
small bloody line, as his eye was closed. He wanted
me to pray. After prayer, he said it felt better. After a
little while, he wanted prayer again. I asked him if he
wanted me to call you folks, and he did. He said the
pressure was gone and he could see a little. It just
kept improving. It will be a year ago the first o f
January, when this happened, and it is still clearing
up. He can see to his side now, as well as ahead. He
said he needs more light and it is getting better.
Although he isn’t saved, he didn’t see a doctor. He
believes enough in God’s power that he always comes
for prayer and God has always answered. We thank
God so much. His promises are true.
—Sis. Goldie KnaDD

Question and Answer Column
By Ostis B. Wilson

Tex.—Dear Bro. and Sis. Pruitt: Thank you for
agreeing with us in prayer when I called. My loved
one is out of the hospital and has gone back to work.
Thank the dear Lord!
I am pretty well over the flu or virus I had. My
trust is completely in the Lord.
I’m always glad to receive my Faith and Victory
paper. I love to read the testimonies. Also, I enjoy
and am encouraged by the good articles written
therein.
Bro. Pruitt, I do pray that God will give you
continuous help with your affliction.
I am glad I serve a living God. He has been so
good to me. I thank Him today for saving my soul
from hell. Truly, I was lost and undone until He
reached down His hand and lifted me out of the miry
clay of sin. Praise the Lord! By His grace, I will keep
saved, pressing onward and upward on the heavenly
way. No turning back for me. I want to be victorious
to the end of my life.
—Sis. Velda Ellis
Mo.—Dear Sis. Marie: Greetings in Jesus’ dear
name, the only One that we desire to please. This
earth holds nothing much for us with so m any
ungodly deeds goin g on everywhere. It makes us
want to draw closer to God.
Two or three months ago, my right hand was so
sore that I could hardly move it. I could use it but very
little, as it was so painful. I just prayed and looked to
God. I think that it was on the third day that He just
took all the pain away. Oh, how I thank Him! He
knows and He cares. I am in His care to do with as
He pleases.

Q uestion: Please explain Rev. 11:15.
A n sw er: I will explain this text to the best of
my understanding, but I promise you that it will not
be according to the general interpretation of this text
in most religious circles. I do not understand this text
to refer to a future time when Jesus Christ will come
back to this earth and establish a universal kingdom
which shall reign over all the kings and kingdoms of
this world.
Before going further, I will insert the text which
is to be the center o f this discussion. “ And the
seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdom s o f this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” Please note
that this was a permanent, eternal, unending reign
(for ever and ever) referred to here; not ju st a
thousand years nor any other measured duration.
This verse o f Scripture refers to the glorious
triumphs of the gospel of Christ over the entire world
and in all nations. Paul said in Romans 10:18, “ But I
say, Have they not heard? Yes, verily, their sound
went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends
of the world.” Jesus gave the commission in Matt.
28:19, “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, . . .”
The commission of Jesus is recorded by Mark in Mark
16:15, “ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” As
this commission has been executed and the gospel
has been proclaimed throughout the world and to all
nations, it has had a profound effect and influence,
and there have been converts to the Christian faith
in all nations and among all people.
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When John had a vision o f the entire redeemed
history to “ rage” against the true and living God
company in Rev. 7:9, he said: “After this I beheld,
W ho g a v e them th eir b ein g , b y liv in g in open
and, lo, a great m ultitude, w hich no m an could
rebellion again st Him and His h oly w ill by not
number, o f all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
honoring Him as God but setting up their own idol
tongues, stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
gods and worshipping them instead o f the true God.
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.”
By this means, they fell into the deepest depravity
In 1 Pet. 2:9 Peter referred to the people o f God as
and degradation possible. Paul describes the depths
“ an holy n a tion .” The “ H oly N a tion ” o f God is
o f their degradation and the. cause o f it in ‘Rom. 1:21com posed o f the sa ved peop le out o f a ll o f the
32. Please read this entire passage. Psalms' 2:8 says,
nations. In Eph. 2:14 and 15, we read, “ For he is our
“ Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
thine inheritance, and the utterm ost parts o f the
down the middle wall o f partition between us; . . . for earth for thy possession.”
to make in himself o f the twain one new man, so
When the Jews at Antioch rejected the preaching
making peace.” The “ both” and the “ twain” here
o f Paul and Barnabas concerning Christ, they turned
refer to the Jews and the Gentiles, and the converts to the Gentiles saying (Acts 13:47), “ For so hath the
from among both o f them constituted “ one body”
Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a
(verse 16) and make up the “ one new m an”—or one light o f the G entiles, that thou shouldest be for
holy nation, or one kingdom. In other words, the salvation unto the ends o f the earth.” In Dan. 7:14,
kingdom o f God spread over the whole earth and to when Daniel had a vision of the kingdom o f God, he
all nations and people through the effects o f the said concerning Christ, “ And there was given him
gospel and there being converts to the Christian faith dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
among all the nations.
n a tion s, and la n g u a g es, sh ou ld serve him : his
The conversion o f the Gentiles and their influx dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
into the Church or kingdom o f God was prophesied pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be
throughout the Old Testament. God told Abraham in d e s tro y e d .” In a p rop h ecy co n ce rn in g C h rist’ s
Gen. 22:18, “ And in thy seed shall all the nations o f kingdom in Psalm s 72:8 it says, “ He shall have
the earth be blessed.” Paul refers to this covenant dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river
between God and Abraham in Gal. 3:16, “ Now to unto the ends o f the earth.” Paul declares these
Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He prophecies to be fulfilled in his ministry.
saith not, And to seeds, as o f many; but as o f one,
The kingdom o f God was set up, set in order, and
And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Therefore, it is
estab lish ed on the D ay o f P en tecost, and soon
evident that this covenant was confirmed in Christ, afterward the gospel was preached unto the Gentiles
and He fulfilled i t , and through Him the kingdom of and there were very many converts among them, and
God extended over all the world because He tasted the Gentiles were received into the Church o f God. So,
death for every man.
it is ev id en t th at th is w as a ll fu lfille d in the
atonement o f Christ and the ministry o f the early
Isa. 49:6 says, “ And he said, It is a light thing
that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the Church and the converts to the Church throughout
the succeeding generations, and that the kingdoms o f
tribes o f Jacob, and to restore the preserved o f Israel:
I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that this world became the kingdom o f our Lord and o f
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end o f the His Christ through the effects and influence o f the
gospel.
earth.” In Isa. 42:6 God was speaking to His Son,
-------------------- o-------------------Jesus, and said, “ I the Lord have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will
Thankful L et Us B e
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant o f the people,
Thank you, Lord, for the night,
for a light to the Gentiles.” Isaiah 60 contains a
Thank you for the day;
prophecy o f the glories o f the Church o f God in this
Thank
you for what’s right,
gospel age o f time, and in verses 3-5 we read, “And
And for this holy way.
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
Thank you for the dear saints
brightness o f thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round
That walk in holy light;
about, and see: all they gather themselves together,
Thank you for their prayers
they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and
That help me see aright.
thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou
shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall
Thank you for Thy Spirit
fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance o f the
That makes salvation complete;
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces o f the
Thank you for rebukes
Gentiles shall come unto thee.”
That keep me low and meek.
In the second Psalm, all o f which is a prophecy
Thank you for everything
o f the coming o f Jesus and the attitude o f the people
That you let come on life’s way,
toward Him, and the effects o f His work, etc., verse 1
To help and guide my soul
says, “ Why do the heathen rage?” It has been the
To that land o f perfect day.
general pattern o f the heathen throughout their
—Effie Miller
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Islam Religion of the Middle East
In the middle East and north Africa, the Moslem
religion is an important part o f the people. Except in
Israel, Turkey, and Lebanon, most people in this
region are Moslems—followers o f Mohammed, and
speak A rabic. (It is a m istake to believe that all
Arabs are Moslems. Lebanon is an Arab-speaking
country, but h a lf its people are called Christians. In
Turkey, the people do not speak Arabic, but most o f
them are Moslems).
Since the Moslem religion affects almost every
thing the people do, we sh ou ld know som ething
about it. The Moslem religion was founded by Mo
hammed early in the 7th century. Mohammed lived
in Mecca, Arabia, a city that is Holy for Moslems all
over the world. Mohammed called his religion Islam.
Islam means “ surrender to the will o f God.” Those
who follow Mohammed’s religion are called Moslems,
or “ surrendered ones.” It is not correct to call them
Mohammedans, for Mohammed did not put himself
before his people as a god. He said that he was a
prophet, or messenger from God.
Mohammed taught that there was only one God.
He called that God Allah. There could be no images
or idols o f Allah. Mohammed set up some rules that
all Moslems had to follow, and those they still follow
today. First, all Moslems believe in one God, Allah.
Second, each Moslem must pray five times a day.
(When Moslems pray, they turn toward Mecca, the
Holy City.) Third, Moslems are expected to fast (go
without food) from sunrise to sunset during the holy
month o f Ramadan. Fourth, thjey are required to give
help to the needy and poor o f the community.
Finally, each member o f the Moslem faith must
make a trip to the sacred M osque, or Tem ple o f
w orship, at M ecca. T his religious trip is called a
pilgrimage. This pilgrimage should be made during
the life o f each Moslem. Every year, thousands of
Moslems from different parts o f the world travel to
Mecca to fulfill this duty.
After his death, Mohammed’s followers put his
words in a book called the Koran. This Holy Book is
considered by Moslems to be the word o f God. It is
the book used by most Moslem children in learning to
read.
M oslem s believe that theirs is the only true
religion. Each Moslem city has a Mosque, or Temple,
of worship. Every morning the Moslem is awakened
by a call to prayer from the Mosque. Every Friday
the faithful Moslem goes to the Mosque and listens
to a reading from the Koran. There are no idols or
images in the Mosque, and no one may enter who is
not a Moslem. The religious beliefs that Moslems
share have brought them close together. These beliefs
have been carried over into their day-to-day living
and into their forms o f government. For example,
shopkeepers must close down during prayer time.
These rules o f religion may sound good to a lot of
folks, and they may argue that these folks have a
right to their own beliefs. But I disagree, on the
grounds o f what Jesus taught us. The Islam religion
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does not believe on Jesus Christ as the Savior of the
world. In fact, Mohammed is their Prophet, but Mo
hammed died just like any other man, and is still in
his grave. But Jesus, the Son o f God, arose on the
third day, and is alive and sitting at the right hand
o f God.
“ He that believeth on him is not condemned: but
he that believeth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name o f the only begotten
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light
is com e into the w orld, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”
John 3:18,19.
“ And he [Jesus] said unto them, Ye are from
beneath; I am from above: ye are o f this world; I am
not o f this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye
shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am
he, ye shall die in your sins.” John 8:23,24.
Those who are .fighting in Afghanistan call their
war “ A Holy War.” How could you call anything
“ holy,” when they deny the existence o f the Son o f
God?
—Earl Bliss
---------------------o---------------------

Come Home, Poor Sinner
Are there any sinners in the room tonight?
Jesus died to wash you in His blood and make you
white.
I f you w ill on ly ask Him, w ith an earnest plea,
He will freely pardon and give you liberty.
I was once a sinner, and heard the Saviour’s call;
I answered, “ Lord, have mercy.” He saved me from
the fall.
And now I follow Jesus—He is my all in all;
I’m marching now with others along the holy way,
And we will dwell together in the land o f perfect
day.
We never will be sorry ,that we tinned away from sin,
And let the H oly Spirit com e and dw ell w ithin.
If you have not received Him, He’s calling now for
you.
If you will heed and answer, He’ll save you through
and through.
There is nothing gained by waiting—The door will
soon be closed;
Then you will cry with others at last “Too late, too
late”
To enter the golden gate.
Eternity is long. I am told it has no end.
Now is the time to seek the Lord. Come while He
may be found.
He is not so far away, i f you’ll just turn around;
He is waiting, and has been waiting, to hear your
feeble plea:
“ Dear Jesus, I surrender. I’m coming, Lord, to Thee.
I w ant to dwell forever with Thee in eternity.”
Heed the call. Come Home poor sinner.
—Ulysses Phillips
---------------------o--------------------Humility seeks to be humble for no other reason
than to be humble.
— C. E. Orr

