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Cast Down But Not Forsaken

My pathway with thorns has been strewn,
The road has been rugged and steep,

And many the times I have been grieved,
And paused by the wayside to weep.

But God in His mercy has kept me,
His purpose I can’'t fully see;

But know that His love has been tender,
And His goodness extended to me.

So upward I press, and still onward,
Determined by God’s grace to win
The race that is marked out before me,
Which is holy and free from sin.

I am glad that my face is set Heav'nwardg,
With the glory of God in view;

And I trust that I may be of some service,
And do what God would have me do.

To this end my life is submitted,
Determined His purpose to fulfill;
By his help I gladly go forward,
With pleasure in doing His will.
—M. L. R Sel by Mrs. Ropp.

Where? Why" and What?

Ever since sin came into the world thrpough the
disobedience of Adam, it has been necessary to ques-
tion man, primarily to awaken him to his true con-
dition. Since sin is deceptive in its nature, it has a
blinding or deadening effect upon the mind and con-
science of those who are engaged therein, to the extent
that they do not really know their true state and
condition. Blindness has come upon them.

The pointed question that God asked Adam after
he had transgressed the divine law, was, “Where art
thou?” God knew where Adam was, but called him
into question as to his where-abouts. That is a vital
question, consisting of only three words and could
be presented to every sinner living today. And what
would the answer be? Many and varied, no doubt;
but they are all in darkness and away from God; and
many millions do not realize their sad and deplorable

condition. When God asked Adam, ‘“Where art
thou?” Adam answered, ‘I was afraid . . . and I hid
myself.” Now the question is, from whom did he

hide? There is one thing for sure, he did not hide
from God.

May God have mercy upon a deceived blinded
generation. Many today think they are hid. They
feel secure in society. They feel that no one knows
of their wickedness and deceptive practices; but ev-
erything is open and naked before the eyes of an Al-
mighty God; and he it is to whom men will have to
reckon in that great day.

No, sinner friend, you are not hidden. Your bed
is too short and your blanket is too narrow. The only
place that you can truly hide is in the blood of Jesus.
That is the only place where you may have your sins
covered. O, where art thou?

Why? God asked Cain, “Why art thou wroth?
and why is thy countenance fallen?” Gen, 4:6. God
knew why Cain was wroth and why he had a sad
countenance. His heart was not right; his offeriﬁg
was not accepted; sin was at the door. There ‘are
many today offering up sacrifice, so to speak. They
sing in the choir, they have their names enrolled in
some book, they give their alms, and keep up their
dues, and yet they cannot live right; they cannot
walk straight. Some find much more pleasure in
worldly amusements and entertainments than they do
in the services of God. Some lie, steal, and cheat for
earthly gain. Some have let their affections run out
on some one else’s companion; or on some one other
than their own husband or wife. Some have gone
through the divorce mills and have married again
while their own companion still lives. Jesus calls
such ones adulterers. Why will men and women read
God’s Word and go into such things and call them-
selves followers of the meek and lowly Lamb? =~ Why
will they go to dances and theatres and other question-
able places and throw themselves right into the path
of temptation when they see the blightening effect
such things have had upon others? Why do they joke,
and engage in foolish conversations and indulge in
other fleshly lusts, and think—or seem to think—
that they will escape the judgments and wrath of Al-
mighty God?
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Jesus asks the question in Luke 6:46, “And why
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say?” Why will men call upon the Lord, and sing,
“Oh, how I love Jesus,” and at the same time know
they are not obeying His Word? What will it profit?

What? Turning back to Gen 4:10, we read, “And
he (God) said, What hast thou done?”’ How many
would without hesitation reveal what they have done?
This is a question that is staring every sinner in the
face. How would you like for your record to be writ-
ten on a large canvas and placed where every one
could read it—all your evil deeds, all the words you
have spoken, your thoughts and all? What hast thou
done? Do you think you have it all smuggled, cov-
ered up from men? You may succeed in keeping
your sins, or a number of them, hidden from men, or
from some men at least, but that thing is known.
You know where you went at such a time; you know
why you were there; and you know what you did af-
ter going there. God knows, too. You cannot hide
one thing from Him. He is the one that you will
have to answer to. What hast thou done? Except
thou repent, it will be terrible to hear the Lord say in
that day, “Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.”

“That awful day will surely come,
The appointed hour makes haste,
When you must stand before the Lord,
And pass the solemn test.”

“And what will ye do in the end thereof?” Jer.
5:31c.

Jesus came into this world on a special mission.
He came to seek and to save the lost. He gave his life
a ransom for the souls of men. He is calling in tones
of love and mercy, “Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” Matt.
11:28. “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them' Heb. 7:25.

Where can one find sweet peace and soul rest but
in the Lord?

Why go through life under the burden of guilt
and sin when Jesus is ready and willing to forgive and
cleanse if you only forsake the wrong and turn to him?

What else can take away the stain of sin and rec-
. oncile one's soul to God? When you come to the
end of life, you will meet Him. You will meet God.
Prepare to meet thy God. -—Ulysses Phillips

Divine Healing

The examples and promises of God for the healing
of our bodies are numerous in the Holy Bible. In
- Exodus 15:26 the Lord makes promises to his chil-
dren, saying, “For I am the Lord that healeth thee.”
In Psalm 103:3, we read these words: “Who forgiveth
all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.”
Isaiah, prophesying of the work of Christ, said, “But
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” Here
the prophet places the healing of the body right along

_ their behalf and get glory to his name!

VICTORY November, 1955
with our forgiveness of sins and thereby makes it a
part of the atonement.

Turning to Matt. 8:17, we read what is written
after Jesus had been doing a lot of healing: “That it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bare
our sicknesses.” This is a positive statement that in
Christ we have healing for the body as well as the soul.

James, writing to the twelve tribes of Israel,
God’s children, has this to say to what we should do
when afflicted or sick: “Is any sick among you? let
him call for the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” James
5:14, 15. He also holds the healing of the body right
along with the forgiveness of sins, which his atone-
ment has accomplished for us.

James did not tell us to send for the doctor and
let him give medicine while the elders prayed. No,
God heals without the doctor’s medicine. In all of his
mighty healings we have no record that he ever called
an earthly doctor, neither did the apostles do such a
thing, but God got all the glory for the miracles per-
formed in the healing of bodies. We read in Heb.
13:8, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today,
and forever.” 0O, that men would make Jesus Christ
real to them today so he could show himself strong in
It is cer-
tainly a very weak faith, indeed, in any one who would
take medicine and then claim that he was trusting
God for his healing as though God needed man’s aid
in healing the body that he has purchased with his
own blood!

In our forty years of serving God and rearing
a family of six children, we have never taken any
medicine nor given any to our children, and we have
seen the Lord heal diseases and stop pain and suf-
fering hundreds of times. It is so blessed and prec-
ious to receive healing directly from the Lord, and
know that man’s medicine had no part nor lot in it.

When God sanctified my soul and baptized me
with His Spirit, He also healed an affliction which I
had had on my body for fourteen years. I took the
strap from around my body and burned it up, and
have never used it since, neither have I needed it.
The Lord has permitted me to have many diseases
upon my body, but he has healed me of them all. Our
children were often sick in different manners and
ways, and when we called on God He would heal
them. I can never, in the least, doubt the healing
power of God.

In my ministry of forty years and more, we have
seen many wonderful healings. One woman was par-
alyzed on one side and was in that condition for many
months and could not dress herself. Her flesh was so
dead that one could put a finger on her and the dent
would remain. Before we anointed her with oil, I
asked her if she would get up when we finished pray-
ing and said amen. She said that she would. So we
anointed her with oil, and when we said amen she
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threw her feet off the bed, I reached my hand to her,
and she rose up and went shouting the victory across
the room, back and forth. In a few days we visited
her again and she met us out on the porch with victory
over the disease.

We were called to Colorado one time to pray for
a sick woman who was bedfast. When she was anoint-
ed and prayed for, she arose at once and with a
loud voice gave praise to God while she went from
one room to another. She ate supper with the family
and rode in a car about eight miles where she stayed
all night at her son’s house.

God also healed our daughter Anna Marie when
it seemed that her back was broken and she could not
live. The pain was so great that she just screamed.
I was in meeting several blocks away and they sent
me word to come at once. We arrived there as soon
as the Lord made us able, and she was screaming with
pain. We calmly anointed her with oil, obeying the
Word, and the Lorg instantly took the pain away and
healed her body. She was a young girl at home then.

These are just a few of the hundreds of cases of
healing which we have witnessed. Several times the
Lord has brought life back to bodies after the pulse
had ceased. Bones came together that had been
crushed and broken. One time we visited a family
where the baby was deathly sick and had been given
up by the physicians. The child was anointed, and
while prayer was being offered, the Lord healed the
baby. One could see the color coming back into its
face. The husband got saved and five devils were
cast out of the wife by the power of God.

Another brother and I went to visit a man in the
insane asylum at Norman, Okla. This man was
possessed of a devil. We prayed for him and held on
to God for his deliverance and God cast the devil out.
The man }rad a big running sore on his leg, and He
healed that at the same time. He was poor and thin
and weak. After the devil was gone they let him help
around the kitchen until they were satisfied that he
was all right, then they let him out to go home to his
wife and six children. He came to' my home and
brought his wife and six children, He was well, and
had gained forty pounds in weight. He sat in our
room and told us with joy what great things the Lord
had done for him. Yes, truly, we have found Jesus
Christ to be the same today as he was yesterday when
he walked the shores of Galilee and healed all manner
of diseases. To those who have a living faith, He is
a risen Christ and will be alive forever, and is our
all and in all, for he forgiveth all our transgressions
and healeth all our diseases. Bless His holy name!

Some of His promises are: “If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you” John 15:7. Malachi, the
last prophet, in the last chapter of his book, verse four,
says: “But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun
of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and
ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the stall.”

In Mark 11:24, we read, “Therefore I say unto
you, what things soever ye desire when ye pray, be-
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”
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In Mark 9:23 we read again, “Jesus said unto him,
If thou canst believe, all things are possible to them
that believe.” 'In John 14:12 we read, “Verily, verily
I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because I go unto the Father.”

“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, be-
cause we keep his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in His sight.” 1 John 3:22. ’

Yes, dear brothers and sisters, divine healing is
for our bodies today just the same as it always has
been, and we are exhorted to call upon our High Priest,
even Jesus Christ who has passed into the heavens
and is touched by the feeling of our infirmities. He
tells us to come boldly to the throne of grace that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need. Read Heb. 4:14, on to the end of the chapter.

Have faith in God. —Fred Pruitt
000 .
“AND THEY LOVED NOT THEIR LIVES UNTO
THE DEATH"”

“They held their lives cheap” (Revelation 12:11,
Weymouth).

The persecution of the Christians during the reign
of Marcus Aurelius was very bitter. The Emperor
himself decreed the punishment of forty of the men
who had refused to bow down to his image.

“Strip to the skin!” he commanded. They did
so. “Now, go and stand on that frozen lake,” he
commanded, “until you are prepared to abandon your
God.”

And forty men stripped of their clothing marched
out into that howling storm on a winter's night. As
they took their places on the ice they lifted up their
voices and sang: “Christ, forty wrestlers have come
out to wrestle for Thee; to win for Thee the victory;
To win from Thee the crown.” After awhile, those
standing by and watching noticed a disturbance a-
mong the men. One man had edged away from the
rest, broken into a run, entered the temple and pros-
trated himself before the image of the Emperor.

The captain of the guard, who had witnessed the
bravery of the men and whose heart had been touched
by an unseen hand and the teaching of these men,
tore off his helmet, threw down his spear, and dis-
robing himself took up the cry as he took the place of
the man who had deserted.

The compensation was not slow in coming, for
as the dawn broke there were forty corpses on the ice.

“Who shall dream of shrinking,

By our Captain led?”
Lord, make us strong and courageous.
——Georgia V. Morton

'REVIVAL MEETING NEAR OKEENE, OKLA.

Loxd willing, the church of God will have a revival
meeting in their meeting house seven miles east of Okeene,
Okla. and two and one-half south, beginning the 11th of
November. For particulars write or call Bro. Louis Droke
or Bro. L. C. Wilson, R. 1, Okeene, Okla.
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“FAITH AND VICTORY”
16-Page Holiness Monthly

This non-sectarian paper is edited and published each
month (except August of each year, which is campmeet-
ing month, and we omit this month to attend these meet-
ings) by Fred Pruitt assisted by other consecrated work-
ers at FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 920 W. Mansur
Ave., Guthrie, Okla.

(Entered as second-class matter June 80, 1930 at the
Post Office at Guthrie, Oklahoma, under the act of March,
3, 1879.)

—SUBSCRIPTION PRICES—
Single copy, one year
Single copy, five years
Five copies to any address, one year ........cconuuue-e.
Twelve copies to any address, one year

An exclusive, full gospel paper prmted and sent out
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in the interest of all
Christians, which body of believers constitute the one
and only true Church of God.

This publication teaches salvation from all sin, sanc-
tification for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus
prayed as recorded in John 17:21 and manifested by the
apostles and believers after Pentecost. By God’s grace we
téach, preach, and practice the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the same gospel which Peter, John, and Paul
preached, taught, and practiced; including the divine heal-
ing of the body. James 5:14, 15.

Through the Free Literature Fund thousands of gos-
pel tracts are published and sent out free of charge as the
Lord supplies. Cooperation of our readers is solicited,
and will be appreciated in any way the Bible and the Holy
Spirit teaches you to do or stirs your heart. “Freely ye
have received, freely give.” Read Exodus 24:2; 1 Chron.
29:9; 2 Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.

Free-will offerings sent in to the work will be thank-
fully received as from the Lord. All personal checks and
Post Office Money Orders should be made payable to Fred
Pruitt, or to Faith Pub. House. All offerings and gifts
given or sent to Fred Pruitt will be used in the general
up-keep of the printing work unless you state that it is
for personal needs. We make His work first.

FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE
920 W. Mansur Ave., Guthrie, Oklahoma
Phone Number 1479

THE BEAUTIFUL WAY

“The Beautiful Way” a four-page leaflet for chil-
dren is published quarterly in thirteen leaflets, one for
each week, Mrs. Marie Miles Editor, assisted by others.

Subscription price: 60¢ per year for single copies.

40¢ each subscription in quantities of five or more to
one address for a year. (Pay quarterly if you desire).

NOTICE

To the saints abroad:—We now inform you that we
are on the air broadcasting a thirty-minute service over
station KBYE, Oklahoma City, 3:30 p. m. each Sunday.
We._ desire your prayerful support. Should any wish to
eontribute financially to this end, mail all correspondence
to the Church of God, P. 0. Box 6515 Okla. City 117, Okla,

. Bro. Otis Hill, Treasurer
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Editorials

It has always been our aim and purpose to get
the “Faith and Victory” paper printed and in the Post
Office in time for the papers to reach their destina-
tion before the first Sunday in each month, We feel
that we should apologize to our readers because the
last issue was late in getting to you. The fact about
the matter was, we were delayed on account of the
envelopes which we needed to insert in each paper for
the return of the two months subscriptions. We had
the papers ready to mail, but the envelopes were de-
layed. After the company from which we had ordered
them had done much searching and phoning, they
were found on the dock at Dallas, Texas where they -
had been overlooked by a trucking company. They
were then brought to Oklahoma City, and when we
learned that they were there, we sent a car after them,
which was a seventy-mile trip. In that way we got
the papers out a little sooner than if we had waited for
the express to bring them here. We did all we could
to get the papers out on time, but even at the best, we
knew that some would not get their papers by the
first Sunday. We are sorry about this, but it could
not be helped. We shall always try to do our best,
with the help of the Lord, to get them out on time.

If for any reason any of our subscribers miss get-
ting their paper, we would be thankful if you would
send us word at once so we can trace on it and see
if there is any error about the matter on our part.
We very much desire that each subscriber receives
his paper. The last year has shown a large increase
of yearly subscriptions for the paper, and this is an
encouragement from the Lord to us, because to be a
worker together with the Lord in getting the gospel
to men by the printed page is a great pleasure to us.
The Word says, “Delight thyself in the Lord; and
he shall give thee the desire of thine heart.” Psalm
3:4. This Scripture is a precious promise to every
child of God. We have another precious promise
which is somewhat similar in Col. 3:1, 2, 3, and 4,
which, if done, will entitle us to be with Him in glory.
We exhort you to read this promise over quite often
and ask the Lord for grace to keep your affections
on things above,

O0—0—0—0—~0—0

I had quite a surprise on my 74th birthday. The
work was in such a condition that I felt the need of
working late that night of October 4th, and I was
operating the cylinder press, printing my new book,
“Selected Articles and Editorials.” (This book contains
256 pages and we feel it will be the means of the sal-
vation of many precious souls when it is in circula-
tion, which will be by the time you read this.) I was
called to the house where I found sons, daughters, and
grandchildren with some of the saints gathered with
birthday gifts which they had brought for me. After 1
opened them, Bro. Stephenson came in with a large
number of birthday cards which had been sent from
loved ones and saints in different parts of the country.
There were over sixty cards, and many of them con-
tained an offering. I appreciate this,. more for the
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love that was manifested than for any material bene-
fit that was derived. May God’s richest blessings be
upon each of you is my prayer. _

On Saturday, the 8th of October, Bro. William
Weir and I made a trip to Neosho, Mo., and met with
the saints in the chapel there on Sunday. Bro. Roberts
and family from near Tulsa were there, also Bro. and
Sister Brown and their family from Springfield, Mo.
We had two services that day, morning and afternoon,
and the Lord blessed in both the services. There
were five or six at the altar for salvation. The Lord
is working there in a very precious way. The house
was filled and the saints there are planning to en-
large the meeting house. This is needful to accomo-
date those who wish to hear the gospel. It was
precious to our souls to be there and enjoy the assoc-
iation and fellowship of the saints. The divine love
of God in our souls reaches out to every one in prayer
to God for the welfare of each soul. God bless you.

0—0—0—0—0

If there is an expiration blank in your “Faith
and Victory” paper, it means that your subscription
has expired. Please renew promptly so we can put
your name back on our files and you will not miss
getting the paper.

Did you notice the yellow envelope in your “Faith
and Victory” for October? And did you notice that
it contained blanks for ten names and addresses for
you to fill out and send in with one dollar, and
ten people will receive the gospel by the printed page
for two months? We hope you will not neglect this op-
portunity to help spread the gospel. Your effort may
mean the salvation of some soul. Please do it now,
if you haven’'t already sent it to us. Remember, the
offer expires December 10, 1955.

“Verily, verily [or truly, truly] I say unto you,
except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.” John 12:24.

Every child of God should understand the rich
truths that the Lord has brought to us in this one
verse of Scripture. He was soon to be crucified and
buried in the ground, and through his death, burial,
and resurrection he has brought forth much fruit.
Every truly saved child of God owes his life eternal to
Christ who died for us and arose again. Listen to
what Paul has to say about it: “And if Christ be not
‘raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins"
1 Cor. 15:17. . We know then according to this Scrip-
ture that unless Christ is risen and we have his resur-
rection life in us, that we are none of his. When
Christ was alive before he was crucified, those that
believed on him as a living Christ were born again
and the Spirit of truth was with them, and they were
given power to preach the kingdom of God, to heal
the sick, and to cast out devils. Since Christ has been
crucified, buried, and has risen again, we can go on
to perfection, be cleansed and filled with the Spirit
so that his resurrected life lives in us.

In order to obtain this new life, we also have to
die to our former selfish life and give place to the
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new resurrected life of Christ in order to bear the
fruits of the Spirit in this life and then be gathered
into his glory world at the end. ‘
I often think of our life in Christ and of its
beginning and ending as a grain of corn. The gospel
seed is planted in our hearts, and when we begin to
die to our selfish worldly ambitions by repentance
and faith in Christ, a new life begins to spring up like
the grain of corn when put into the ground. When it
comes in contact with the moisture then the big part
of the grain dies and the new life springs up from
the kernel or real seed that has life. The tiny and
tender blade shoots out of the ground, and as the
Lord sends the sunshine and rain, it grows and puts
forth a blade and then another blade. After awhile
a shoot appears from the stalk in front of a blade,
then some more blades and pretty soon the tassel ap-
pears and also silk comes out of the top of the shoot.
The tassel has pollen on it that falls on the silk and
forms grains of corn on the cob, which has also formed
in the shoot, and after awhile the corn ripens and is
gathered into the granary. This is the way of our
life in Christ, if we keep dead and let God have his
way we will be as an ear of corn, will be ripened up
and the Lord will gather us unto himself to live in
his granary of love and fellowship with him forever.

Jesus gave us an example of what it means to be
dead to self and selfishness. When he was here, he
would not receive the praise of man, neither would
he receive the dishonor of men, but simply did always
those things that pleased the Father. We should be
like Him. Any one today that is easily offended will
also receive praise of men, as such is the fruit of-their
own life and not the fruit of the Spirit. It means
much more than some folks think to be dead and
their life hid with Christ in God." It takes the power
and Spirit of God in the soul to have sufficient grace
and strength to really keep dead and let the life of
Christ be on exhibition that souls will be drawn unto
the Lord and not only to you. '

Oh, for more of His grace and power to be dead
as a grain of corn in the ground that the new life of
Christ be seen and heard, and souls be drawn unto
Him! Let us pray more and live low at his feet.

— f———
REVIVAL MEETING

Lord willing, a revival meeting will be held at the
saints’ chapel, 1381 E. Walnut St., Nov. 25th through
December 4th. Services every night. Day services both
week-ends, Friday through Saturday. We desire the
earnest prayers of all saints for the success of this meet-
ing, that souls be saved and saints blessed in whatever
way is needed. We are looking to the Lord to send Spirit-
filled ministers to help in the meeting. Everyone is wel-
come and will be cared for. For further information, write
or phone the pastor, I. C. Chandler, R. 6, Box 37, Bakers-
field, Calif., Ph. Fair-view 42950; or Bro. T. R. Summers,
207 E. 76 Place, Los Angeles 3, Calif.

. Obituaries
Mrs. Mary Hampton was born Jan. 27, 1882, near
Halls, Tenn. and departed this life Sept. 8, 1956 at the
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age of 73 years, 7 months, and 12 days, at the home of
her daughter, Mrs. Effie Miller of Senath, Mo. She spent
the summers in her home alone at Malden, Mo. after her
husband, Noah Hampton, preceded her in death four years
ago. She is survived by four children: two sons, R. H.
and N. B. Hampton of Richmond, Calif.; and two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Rubye Bazzell of Silva, Mo. and Mrs. Effie
Miller; 20 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren; many
other relatives, including one brother and one sister, and
two half sisters, and several friends.

She accepted the faith of the Church of God three
yeuars ago and lived to all she knew and understood. The
Lord healed her several times in these three years she
trusted Him,

Funeral services were conducted by Bro. Darius Gibson.
Seriptures used were: 1 Cor. 15:17-19; 2 Cor. 5:1; Proverbs
11:7, 8. Text: “A hope beyond this life.”

0~—0—0—0—0—0—0

William Judkins Bailey, born in Ohio, December 19,
1880, passed away August 23, 1955 at Fresno, Calif., age
74 years, 8 months, and 4 days.

Bro. Bailey was saved in this evening light reforma-
tion many years ago. He was especially interested in
missionary work and was in African Mission fields for
eleven years, returning to the States about 1923. He
never lost his interest or burden for the missionary work,
often saying that he would like to have finished his labors
there. During his last illness, which was over five
months, he learned many precious lessons. His prayers
were often heard to say, “More like Christ, I want to be.”
One of the last songs he was heard singing was, “Reign-
ing in this life.” He will be greatly missed by the saints
and loved ones.

He is survived by his wife, Goldie and two small
daughters, Linda Fay and Mary Belle of the home; also
four sons and three daughters by his former marriage,
and thirty grandchildren. His first wife and one son pre-
ceded him in death.

Funeral by Bro. Stover and Bro. Trotter. Text: 2 Cor.
4:16, 17. Interment: Floral Memorial Cemetery, Selma,
California.

O—0—0—0—0

James Napoleon Pugh, aged 77, died at his home near
Louin, Mississippi, Steptember 21, 1955.

A farmer by occupation, Bro. Pugh was of the holiness
faith, and loved the truth. His funeral was conducted at
the Zion Hill chapel with Bros. C. C. Carver and F. R.
Gregory officiating. Burial was in the church cemetery.

He is survived by his wife, two sons, Clarence and
Obie of Louin, three daughters, Mrs. Forest Smith, Mrs.
Oscar Bradey, and Miss Flora Ruth Pugh, eleven grand-
children, and four brothers.

Assembly Meetings

The Assembly meeting of the Church of God at
Wichita, Kansas, 1701 N. Ash St. will begin Oct. 28, lasting
through November 6th, Lord willing.

The congregation here are looking forward to a good
meeting. We are expecting souls to be suved, believers
sanctified, the sick ones to be healed and saints edified,
strengthened, and settled in this glorious truth. We are
usking the Lord to send Holy Ghost ministers here for
this meeting who are in full fellowship with the body of
Christ. Our cry is, “Come over to Wichita and help us!”
Many of the saints have relatives and friends in this
wicked city. Let everyone of us ask God to save their
souls at this time or whatever need there may be con-
cerning them, as it is the Lord offering his mercy once
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more to this place. We trust they may attend these
meetings.

Conveniences will be made for those who come. So
please seek the Lord as to what He would have you to do
in this meeting, whether give, come, or send someone else.

—Bro. Lewis Williams, 1536 Piatt St., Ph. HObart
4-8481.

0—0—0—0—0—0—0

The Assembly Meeting of the Church of God at Ham-
mond, La. will be held on the camp ground from Nov. 18
to 27th, inclusive. The services will be in the chapel and
meals served in the dining hall. Sleeping quarters will be
provided. The campground is located in the southern edge
of Hammond, just off White St.

For further information or send offerings for the
meeting to Max Williamson, in care of Post Office, or
Ray Key, 705 White St., Hammond, Lu.

A NEED

La.—Dear saints,—We have a lot of work to be done
on the camp ground at Midway, La. We are building more
ontu the parsonage and need to build a new tabernacle.
There is also work to do on the dining hall and other
buildings. Anyone interested in helping in this work

for the Lord may send contributions to J. E. Mitchell, R. 1,
Trout, La., or Willard Esters, Jena, La.
A sister in Christ,

W. V. Masters.

Calendars are now in stock for 1956. Size 9 by 16
inches., They are called the “Christian Home” calendars,
very similar to the ones we formerly handled, but the
pictures are more saintly and price some less. They are
wall calendars with a Seripture text for every day in the
year. ITach 35 cents; three calendars $1.00; 12 calendars
$3.50; 25 calendars $7.00; 50 calendars $12.50.

0—0—0—0—0—0—0

A NEW BOOK JUST OFF THE PRESS

This book contains 256 pages and has a good
paper binding. The title is: *‘Selected Articles and
Editorials.”” We are expecting many souls to get
saved through reading this book. Send and get a
book and circulate it around amoung your friends.
Post Paid tu any address in the U. S, for 50 cents..
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PRAYER REQUEST

My son has a very bad affliction of weakness in his
body. Please pray God to heal him and to save him, He
is in sectism. The Lord heals me wonderfully.—Sis. Legg

0—0—0—0—0

Folders and Other Articles for Christmas

And Other Occasions
ORDER EARLY! AVOID RUSH.

All folders have appropriate Scripture verses.

Christmas Folders No. G8504, 21 in decorated gift
box with envelopes. Very beautiful (order by number).

Post paid. Price per box $1.00

Christmas Folders, No. G8304, 12 in gift box with
envelopes. Post paid, 60 cents per box

Birthday Folders, No. G1764, 21 in box with envelopes,
Post paid, price $1.00 per box.

“Get Well” Assortment Folders, No. G2754 Scripture
Text, Price $1.00 per box.

“All Occasion Assortment” No. G8754, 21 folders with
envelopes. Price $1.00 per box.

Egermeier’s Bible Story Book, Style “A”, Price $3.50
each post paid. Just the book for you and your children
to read; 608 pages, cloth bound with many beautiful colored
pictures for children to enjoy.

“The Evening Light Songs” Hymn hook, 476 Spirit-
inspired songs, well made, cloth bound, shaped notes.
Price $1.50 for each book up to ten books; $1.40 each book
when you order ten or more. Post paid.

We have in stock the most commonly used Bibles and
Testaments:

Large print Bible for dim eyes, with references, $6.50.

Large print Testaments for $1.50, and others $2.50.

Teachers and gospel workers’ Bibles with references
and concordance, prices ranging from ten dollars down to
$5.50 each. All Bibles are King James Version.

“Touching Incidents”, a children’s book of true stories
with many pictures, 185 pages; cloth bound book is $1.00
each, and paper bound books are 50 cents each.

Mottoes with choice Bible verses and attractive design,
some on wood and some on glass. Prices from $1.00 up
to $3.50.

Above articles are all post paid to any address in the U. S.

History of Millennium

The word ‘“millennium” is not in the English
Bible, nor yet in the Greek New Testament. It is a
Latin term, denoting a thousand years. '

We have said that signs announced the coming of
Christ near. Upon this point all millennium teachers
agree with us. We can show that the Scriptures
most emphatically teach that his coming will be the
hour of the general resurrection, the day of final and
universal judgment, and the burning up of this entire
earth. Where then does the millennium come in? We
answer that it only occupies a place in the creeds of
the dark ages of confusion, and the superstitious
notions of men. That is the only realm the Bible
leaves for it. History gives us the following intro-
duction of the tradition: .

“Cerinthus required his followers to retain part
of the Mosaical law, but to regulate their lives by the
example of Christ; and taught that after the resur-
rection, Christ would reign upon earth, with his
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faithful disciples, a thousand years, which would be
spent in the highest sensual indulgences. This mix-
ture of Judaism and oriental philosophy was cal-
culated to make many converts, and this sect became
very numerous. They admitted a part of St, Matthew’s
gospel, but rejected the rest, and held the epistles of
Paul in great abhorrence.”—Gregory and Rutter’s
Church History, Page 30.

Cerinthus was one of the worst heretics of the
first century, and was rejected by God’s church.

History agrees very.decidedly as to the source
of the notion. We gather a few extracts from “En-
cyclopedia Britannica. ‘“Nowhere in the discourse of
Jesus is there a hint of a limited duration of the Mes-
sianic kingdom. The apostles’ epistles are equally
free from any trace of chiliasm.”

“It was the universal feeling among primitive
Christians that they were living in the last pericd of
the world’s history.”

If they believed the guide book that Christ and
the apostles left them, they could not possibly believe
any thing else. They did not therefore believe in an-
other thousand-year age to come.

Where did the idea originate? From the “Apoec-
alypse of Baruch,” and other ancient fabulous books
of the Jews. Quoting the Revelator in Rev. 20 the
article in “Enc. Brit.” thus remarks: ‘“More than
this, John did not say. But other ancient Christian
authors were not so cautious. Accepting the Jewish
apocalypse as sacred books of venerable antiquity,
they read them eagerly, and transferred their con-
tents bodily into Christianity.,” “The Jewish expec- -
tations are adopted, for example by Papias. He ac-
tually confounds expressions of Jesus with verses
from the Apocalypse of Baruch.”

Eusebius, whose history was- the first after the
inspired Acts of the Apostles, written in the fourth
century, thus says of Papias:

“The same historian also gives other accounts,
which he says he adds as received by him from un-
written traditions, likewise certain strange parables of
our Lord, and of his doctrine, and some other matters
rather too fabulous. In these he says there would
be a certain millennium after the resurrection, and
that there would be a corporeal reign of Christ on
this earth; which things he appears to have imagined,
as if they were authorized by the apostolic narrations,
not understanding correctly those matters which they
propounded mystically in their representations. For
he was very limited in his comprehension, as is evident
from his discourses.” Book 3: chapter 39.

- “The idea of a millennium reign proceeded from
Judaism, for among the Jews the representation was
current, that the Messiah would reign a thousand
years on earth.”” *“A sensuous rude fancy formed
gross images of this reign; and such products of Jew-
ish imaginations passed over to Christianity.”—
“Neander’s History of Christian Dogmas,” Vol. 1,
page 248.

“~Though millennarianism had been suppressed by
the early church, it was nevertheless from time to time
revived by heretical sects, Millennarian notions were
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propounded in the prophesies of Joachim.”—“Hagen-
bach's History.” Vol. 2:119,

‘Referring to the millennium, Dr. Schaff, History
page 299, says, “The Jewish hope of a Messianic king-
dom, which rested on carnal misapprehensions of
prophetic figures, was transplanted to the soil of
Christianity.”

We might bring upon the witness stand many
more historical proofs that the idea of a literal mil-
lennial reign on earth was without foundation in the
word of God, except the literal interpretation of Rev.
20. And that it was really gathered from Jewish
fabulous ‘“apocalypse,” “unwritten traditions,” and
“superstitious imaginations.”

Historians generally tell us how that Papias was
the most zealous advocate of this imaginary reign of
Christ on earth, and how he coupled on it many ridic-
ulous notions. “The first distinguished opponent of
the doctrine was Origen, who attacked it with great
earnestness and ingenuity, and seems, in spite of some
opposition, to have thrown it into general discredit;
and probably, we shall not have occasion to notice the
opinion again until we arrive at the tenth century.”—
“Waddington’s History,” Page 56.

We might infer from this that the doctrine dis-
appeared until the tenth century. It was indeed re-
jected by the body of the church, but in A. D. 255, it
found another advocate in the person of Nepos of
Egypt, whom Eusebius speaks of as author of a
schism. Against him Dionysisus of Alexandria wrote,
and again the Jewish tradition was refuted.

Now we add the following from “Waddington’s
History, Page 56: “This obscure doctrine was prob-
ably known to very few except the fathers of the
?hurch. and is very sparingly mentioned by them dur-
ing the two first centuries. And there is reason to
believe that it scarcely attained much notoriety even
among learned Christians until it was made a matter
of controversy by Origen, and then rejected by the
great majority. In fact we find Origen himself as-
serit;ir'ng that it was confined to those of the simpler
sort.

To sum up the uniform testimony of history, mil-
lenniumism was a superstitious tradition of the Jews.
Cerinthus, an ungodly heretic was the first to at-
tempt its introduction into Christianity. But he and
his false doctrines were utterly rejected by the church.
Later, Papias brought it in, but even then it was re-
futed, and never held as a doctrine of the early church.

It was indeed a Jewish fable, and never a doctrine
of God’s church. It was the chief notion that caused
the Jews to reject and crucify Christ. Their tradi-
tions, and false interpretation of prophecy, led them
to the vain worldly expectation that the Messiah
would become their great king, subdue the Gentile na-
tions under his sceptre, and make them a flourishing
empire. They even tried to take him by force and
make him king. He taught them that his kingdom
was not of this world. But they only wanted an
-earthly kingdom. Hence they rejected, and crucified
the Son of God, And just as soon as men lost the
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glory of his spiritual kingdom out of their hearts,
they then believed in a coming earthly kingdom.

And so it has come to pass that we have at this
very time of dead formality, a multitude of men,
teaching the same abominable lie and false hope which
crucified Christ nearly nineteen hundred years ago;
namely, a literal kingdom of Christ.

Dear reader, if you hold to any one of the many
theories of a literal thousand-year reign on earth, do
not think that we desire to destroy your consolation
and hope. We wish you to get in harmony with God's
Word, and be saved now from all sin, and reign with
Christ now and through all eternity. Let him be your
hope, and all in all, and your soul will be satisfied.

However beautiful and pleasing anything may be
to the mind, there can be no real benefit derived from
holding the same if it be only a creation of fancy, or
the result of wrong interpretations of Scripture. Nor
is God glorified by us holding an erroneous hope.

How, we ask in the name of reason, can any
candid mind believe that Christ will have a literal
reign of one thousand years on earth after his second
advent, when there is not one text between the lids
of the Bible that teaches it? Not one text in the Bible
that Christ will come back to earth and extend of-
fers of salvation to sinners. Not one text in the
Bible which asserts ‘that this earth shall ever be in-
habited by all righteous people. Not one text in the
Bible that asserts there will be one thousand years
intervening between the resurrection of the righteous
and the wicked. These positions are all essential to
the millennium theory in its several forms; hence that
tradition can only be the result of a faith that lives
outside of the Bible on the mists and fogs of ignor-
ance and superstition.

On the other hand, reader, if you believe the
testimony of the Word of God, you must believe that
we are in the last dispensation of time. That ‘“now
is the day of salvation.” That at the second advent
of Christ, he will not set up a kingdom, but deliver
up the kingdom to the Father, and close his personal
reign. 1 Cor. 15:23, 24. That at his coming all the
dead will be raised, all men judged, the righteous
crowned in heaven and the wicked sentenced to “ev-
erlasting punishment,” and this earth, and all the
works that are in it burned up, and pass away, and
time and probation end. Are you ready for that great
day? If not, “‘today if ye will hear his voice harden
not your hearts.” “Behold, now is the day of salva-
tion,” “and after this the judgment.” —Sel.

A Message”(')n Sectism

I am moved to write you a few lines on the sub-
ject of sectism or denominations, which is the present
religious world. They are NOT God’s children. There
were several sects or denominations during the time
when Jesus was building His church, and if they had
been all right then, God would not have sent His only
begotten Son down to earth in the likeness of men to
build a church unto God. When Jesus walked on the
earth with His disciples (when He was building His
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church), all people except Christ’s own followers sup-
posed that Jesus was just rearing up another sect,
so right away they had a name for IT, calling it “the
sect of the Nazarene.” For they knew Him not as
Christ the Son of the living God.

Since God did send His Son to save the people
from their sins, He could not have His Son build His
church of the foundation of those sectarian move-
ments of that day, for they were divided as they are
today.

Now I will point out from Scripture FIVE (5)
different sects: 1st, the Sect of the Pharisees, Acts
15:5; 2nd, the Sect of the Sadducees, Acts 5:17;
3rd, the Epicurians; 4th, the Stoics, Acts 17:18; and
5th, the Nicolatitans, Rev. 2:6, 15, Now I shall give
a few from History: Gnostics, Edomites, Acabemics,
Periparetics, and the Leviathans—five of them. There
are more, but I consider these ten enough to suffice.
Yet Jesus did NOT build His church upon any of these
foundations [neither did He consider them branches
of His church]. Therefore it must be a great sin to
remain with these false churches. (Be wise, and con-
sider this. Let God’'s sheep hear His voice). “Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partaker of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Rev. 18:4.

Sectism is called a City, and its name is BABY-
LON. This takes in every one of the denominational
churches from the Roman Church throughout the
whole world to all the offsprings of the Roman
church, which are referred to as harlot daughters, also
the literal Jews who are not preaching Christ's gospel
(Rev. 17:5; 16:9). Flee out of the midst of Babylon,
and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her
iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance;
He will render unto her a recompense (Jeremiah 51:6).

In Jeremiah 5:7 God says, “How shall I pardon
thee for this? My children have forsaken me, and
sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed
them to the full, they then committed adultery, and
assembled themselves by troops into the harlots’
houses.” You see it reads, many harlots and many
houses. This speaks of the sectarian churches, which
are the harlots’ houses; and this word “adultery” is
spiritual adultery.

Now I have given reference to two sayings of God,
warning people to come out from among them: and I
shall give one more, These three should be sufficient
to cause you to leave these sectarian churches with-
out delay. This next one is so wonderful, a clear-cut
warning, and altogether points to the fact that God
has only ONE church, and that one His Son is build-
ing. In one sense of the word IT is not finished; yet
while speaking on other terms, IT IS FINISHED.
Now I desire that YOU, my friend, be born into this
church. One does not join IT; one is born into IT.
Now for the third warning, which you also know, re-
corded in 2 Cor. 6:17, 18, “Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord and
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty.” Won't you! Oh! won’t you come away
from them? Let not yourselves be seen any more at
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all with them, come away from them, for they are
poison unto God’s children.

I warn you in Christ’s stead, draw not nigh unto
them, for the day of His coming is nigh at hand.
Should He come and find YOU in their presence,
WHAT THEN? “Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: We pray
YOU in Christ’'s stead, Be reconciled to God.” 2 Cor.

After you receive this letter, I plead with you:
Do not let yourselves be seen among them again—
never, never, no hever. Do as I have commanded you
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, and you will
find great joy and gladness, such as you have never
yet experienced. Tell your friends, your relatives,
and your children.

Remember: No matter how you receive this let-
ter of love, it came into your hand by the guiding
hand of an all-wise God who is able to bring His own
children together into His sheep fold. Ezekiel 34:
11, 12; St. John 10:27. Do not fail to read from the
Scripture. Amen. —H. C. Erdman.

THE WEANED SOUL

My soul is as a child’s that's weaned;
It cries for nothing here below:

Its hands reach forth to things above;
With holy fire it’s all aglow.

“My soul is even as a weaned child.” Psa. 131:2.
Weaned from the world’s breasts. It feeds on richer,
sweeter food. Heavenly manna is better than the
world’s fancies. The soul has lost itg relish on the
finest of the wheat. The soul that is weaned from
all of earth’s dross, cries not, nor pines not though
it suffer some loss. It soars above all earthly things,
on love and faith’s unwearied wings. The weane-
soul finds repose and rest everywhere for God is
everywhere. It pillows its head on the bosom of God
and feels not the stoniness of earth’s pillows. It has
learned the secret of turning the waters of affliction
into sweetest wine, earth’s grating noises into loveliest
harmonies.

ove
P

At Closing of Day

In the stillness of the evening
T love to kneel and pray

And thank my blessed Savior
For the blessings of the day.

I feel His arms around me,
And He whispers, “Do not fear,
You have lived a sinless life today,
And I, your Lord, am near.”

Dear people, let us ever live
In such a humble way

That we can say when day is done,
T've walked with GOD today.

Pray on, O Church of GOD,
Till life on earth is o'er;
And then, praise GOD, we'll meet Him,
Where sorrow is no more.
Melvin Sharp.
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“Sound Speech That Cannot Be
Condemned’—Titus 2:8

Dear saints of God, Greetings of love in Jesus’
sweet name. This finds me much encouraged in my
soul and with a greater determination than ever be-
fore to be faithful all the way.

I would like to tell to the glory of God what the
Lord has just recently done for me. It concerns a
matter of which the enemy is hard at work, trying to
destroy the saints’ love for one another and thus de-
stroy every soul he can. Please bear in mind that this
is my own personal experience, which makes me feel
free in telling about it. I pray that someone will be
Lenefitted by it.

To begin with, I began to realize that something
was hindering my prayer life. It was hard to pray
and feel gocd in my soul and my prayers didn’t seem
to reach heaven. Life was rather tedious and trouble-
some, First one thing and then another bothered me
and I was fretting about situations over which I had
no control. Then one night I opened my Bible and
turned from one Scripture to another and read at
great length. The dear Lord showed me so plainly
what the matter was and what I must do about it.
He also made it plain to me that if I did not obey
Him in that particular thing, that my soul would be
lost. .
Now that was a very serious time to me. Do you
know what I was guilty of? Talking. Just talking,
and yet I had almost backslid. 1 Peter 1:15, “But as
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in ALL
MANNER of conversation.” 1 Pet. 3:8-12, “Finally,
be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of an-
other, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous;
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing; but
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto
called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For he that
will love life and see GOOD days, let him refrain his
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:
Let him eschew evil, and do good: let him SEEK
PEACE, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that
do evil.” Psa. 34:12, 13, “What man is he that de-
sireth life, and loveth many days,. that he may see
good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking guile.”

According to these Scriptures, it is a very needful
thing to guard our speech, and the promises are to
those who obey.

Now it is easy to become concerned when we see
things in the lives of others that should not be, and
it brings grief to our hearts for the cause of God to
be hindered. The Word tells us to “Fret not thyself”
Psa. 37:1. I believe this means for us to be able to
pray about such things and keep them committed to
the Lord. HE is the one to deal with situations rather
than for us to fret and talk and get our own selves into
trouble, There are some things that we can do noth-
ing about only pray, and if we pray earnestly, that
will be doing a lot.
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Aside from all the things we might tell that are
not right, the most important thing to us is our own
soul. If wrong feelings and thoughts creep into our
experience, then we are no better off than anyone else.
We, too, will be guilty in God’s sight. Then we can’t
pray, we can’t b2 happy and peaceful in our hearts,
and we surely couldn’t be an encouragement to others.

So you see how the enemy is so cunning in these
things, working both ways to break down and weaken
the cause of God. Dear ones, let us be so very careful
in what we say, think, and feel about others. If we
are not careful, it will cause us to lose our very souls.

May God stir each heart and deal with each one
individually and let us search our lives carefully and
watch and pray continually lest the enemy ensnare us.

Another thought is this: You remember in John
the eighth chapter where the woman was taken in
adultery and brought to Jesus to condemn? What did
He answer her accusers? “He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at her.”” Let
us ask ourselves if we have no faults before we speak
of others.

“I will think of you as I wish you to think of me.
I will speak of you as I wish you to speak of me,
I will do to you as I wish you to do to me.

Before telling anything about anyone,
I will ask myself these questions:

Is it necessary?

Is it true?

Is it kind?”

Please pray for me that I will do just what God’s
Word tells me to do, that I will have fervent charity
toward all, and that I will keep the victory in my soul
at any cost. With Christian love, Jessie Taylor

A Few Thm;g.hts on Faith

We are told in Hebrews 11:1 that faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. And in the sixth verse of the same chapter
it is written, “Without faith it is impossible to please
God: For he that cometh to God, must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” Then we read in Rom. 10:17, “So then
faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of
God”; that is, the faith of the gospel. As Paul said,
“The word of faith which we preach, that if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Rom. 10:8-9. This is
saving faith and is given by God. And this faith,
when it is finished, results in the salvation of the
soul. 1 Pet. 1:9, “Receiving the end of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls.

No doubt, many are deceived today and think
they are saved when they only have head belief or
a historical belief, and have not really believed with
the heart. In other words, God has not given them
faith because they have not met conditions for faith,
and therefore cannot believe from the heart., They
only believe like many of the world believe, that Jesus
did come into the world and died for the sins of all
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people. But if one believes to the salvation of the
soul, he must first repent of his sins, confess, and for-
sake them; then he is eligible for this faith and can
believe to the saving of the soul. And believing, he
has joy unspeakable and full of glory. (1 Pet. 1:8).

“Therefore being justified by faith we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. By whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein
we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”
This standing grace is the grace of sanctification.
Justification is not the standing grace, but we are
to move on, go on to perfection. See Heb. 6:1.

By grace, through repentance, confession, and
faith, we are justified, all of our sins are forgiven,
And by grace through consecration, dedication, and
faith, we are sanctified. The root of sin is destroyed
or burned out by the Holy Spirit fire, and our hearts
are purified and filled with perfect love,

Then we can serve Him without fear in holiness
and righteousness before him all the days of our life
(See Luke 1:74, 75). It is through faith that we are
kept. We can no more keep ourselves than we can
save ourselves; but when we keep ourselves in his
love and fellowship by obeying Him in all things and
walking in the light as he is in the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:7). Our
hearts are purified by faith (Acts 15:9). We are kept
by the power of God through faith, ready to be re-
vealed in the last time. (1 Pet. 1:5).

Now seeing we are justified by faith, sanctified
by faith, and kept by faith, let us consider some of the
promises of God to his children through faith for our
physical needs. God has made great provisions for
his children in this life; but we receive these blessings
through faith. So many of us fail to receive the
things God would be pleased to give us because of
our unbelief or lack of faith.

Jesus said, “If ye abide in me and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done”
(John 15:7). “And whatsoever we ask we receive of
him because we keep his commandments and do those
things that are pleasing in his sight. (1 John 3:22).

“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever
ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive them
and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. Read the 11th
chapter of Hebrews and see many things that have
been done through faith. “Be not slothful, but follow-
ers of those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises.” Heb. 6:12,

“Faith is mighty and will conquer,

Bind it firmly on thy heart;
On the hottest field of battle,
Thou shalt quench the vilest dart.”
No. 316 in “Evening Light Songs.”"—Cora Brant
0 —0—0—0—0—0—0

Importune (to beg persistently) is what God tells
us to do.

“Men ought always to pray, and not to faint . . .
by her continual coming she weary me. And the
Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith, And
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shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them’
I tell you that he will” (Luke 18:1-8).
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17).
“And when he had sent the multitudes away, He
went up into a mountain apart to pray” (Matt. 14:23).
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that we should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).
It is always best to obey God.

God’s Little Lambs

In Romans 10:9 it is written, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”

Now all we that are saved and living to all the
light that God sheds upon our pathway, know that
this is as true as it is written. It is true for every one
of those dear souls out in Babylon and in the world
who truly fulfill this Scripture, they are saved then
and there.

But to keep saved there is a constant work we
must perform in our lives daily and hourly, even as
our Lord Christ set the example for us all to follow,
in that, “Though He were a Son, yet learned He obed-
ience by the things which He suffered” Heb. 5:8. Nei-
ther was any guile found in His mouth, who did NO
sin. Verse 9, “And being made perfect, He became
the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey Him.”

Therefore, if Christ, being pure and without any
sin or guile, must learn to be obedient, how much more
must this be true of a poor soul formerly steeped in
sin and degredation and suddenly born into this pure
spiritual kingdom where everything is done in such
a quiet, sweet, orderly way in divine love and sweet
fellowship, all of which the newly born soul has never
experienced before and may have no knowledge what-
soever of the workings of God in His holy kingdom.

Truly these new born souls need much care and
spiritual help and instruction from those qualified
of God to do so, and must be upheld by all who pray
the prayer of faith, else they may faint by the way
and be lost after all. May God help us all to see that
this is an individual duty laid of God on every truly
saved soul. And without our prayers and personal
interest in them they will pine away and die spir-
itually even as our natuarlly born babies would die
without our personal attention and help.

While these little lambs are being upheld by the
interest and prayers of other saints, they are learning
obedience to God and His ways, of which they may
have been in almost complete ignorance before sal-
vation. There is not a vestige of resistance in their
hearts toward God and His holy will; it is only that
they do not understand as yet that they must learn to
seek (Col. 3:1) those things that are above, and that
they must set their affections (Col, 3:2) on things in
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heaven and not on things on the earth, and learn how
to turn loose of all those things that bound them to
the world. They must learn that all foolish talking
and jesting must be withstood and done away with
‘¢Eph.-5:4), and- that they must cleanse themselves
from-all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 2 Cor. 7:1.

They-must learn that it is their reasonable service
to God, that they present their bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God; and instead of in
any way conforming to this world and its vanities,
they must the rather be transformed by the renewing
of their mind. (Romans 12:1-2). This means that
they must have a new mind, thinking on things spir-
itual instead of the vain worldly things, even the mind
of our Lord Jesus (Phil. 2:5) who is meek and lowly
in" heart, thereby gaining that humbleness of mind,
‘longsuffering, meekness and forebearance (Col. 3:12)
so much needed and so vital in their new spiritual life.
" They must learn that through the precious prom-
ises of a matchless God, and through His great mercy
‘they have escaped from the corruption of the world,
and have taken on a measure of the divine nature of
God. And they must learn to give all diligence and
effort to add virtue to the faith that brought them
‘into the kingdom, as they had no virtue before receiv-
ing salvation. Then as they grow, they add knowl-
edge, and soon find that they have need of temper-
ance and much patience. ‘And, growing in these
things, they just naturally add godliness, which brings
‘brotherly kindness and love (2 Pet. 1:3-7), upon which
the whole kingdom of God is founded, and without
which no soul can be saved or be able to stand.

And, as they progress deeper into the glorious
kingdom, they find a depth and sweetness and glory
of which they had never dreamed. They find all of
God’s true trusting children motivated in their every
conscious act and deed by that gracious, glorious, holy
love “shed abroad in their trusting heart by the Holy
Spirit.” Romans 5:5. '

They learn, too, as the dear saints uphold them
before the throne of grace, that each test and each
trial that God permits to come against them is NOT
to cause them to give up, but rather to try them as
silver is tried, to make them stronger and with a great-
er decision to cleave to God and to gain the everlast-
ing crown at the end of the race, which is awaiting
every overcomer. Also, they learn by these tests and
trials, that each mistake made, and each stumbling
‘6f their spiritual feet can be used as a stepping stone
to gain higher ground and more strength to carry-on
‘for the glory of God.

May God help ALL of His dear true and trusting
saints to uphold ALL these. little. lambs before the
great- throne of grace-and not to get discouraged or
‘faint or cease to pray for their precious souls is my
earnest fervent prayer. ° —Bro. Wesley Trimble

Correspondence
Calif.—Dear. saints,—Greetings in Jesus’ name. I am
enjoying. the blessings. of the Lord. He is so good to me
and I find him a help in every trial, small or great. I am
learning more how to serve Him living by faith. )
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I was afflicted in body and lost weight from 153 to
114 in a short time. For my family’s interest, I went to
the doctor for an examination, determined to trust God
no matter what the doctor found. I have had a goiter
for around five years and the doctor said it had begun to
put poison in my body, and that was the cause of my con-
dition, which was serious, and only an operation would
help and it must be soon. The Lord had told me that I
could go to the Monark Springs Campmeeting. 1 told the
doctor that I was going east in about three weeks. He
forbade me to try it, saying I would not get there. But
I went on God’s promise. Praise His name, he took care
of me and also let me go to Bakersfield Camp Meeting
and part of our meeting.

I am learning more how to submit my life and all
into his hands and to live for him from day to day by
faith. He has promised never to leave us, and I believe
His promise. The Lord is my all and in all.

"I ask the dear saints to pray for me that.the Lord
will heal me. I know he is able. I love him and want to
always be found faithful and where he can use me.

Pray for my unsaved family.
Your sister in Christ,
0—0—0—0—0—0
Mo.—Dear saints of God everywhere, Greetings in
Jesus’ dear sweet name. This leaves me very much en-
couraged to press the battle on.

I wish to take this means to thank each and every
one for their prayers and words and deeds of kindness
shown to us during the illness and death of our dear moth-
er, Mrs. Mary Alice Hampton. We want to thank each
one for the many cards and letters of sympathy. We
could never tell you all how much we do appreciate each
act of kindness toward us. We pray the Lord will bless
each one.

I want to tell how Mother stood true unto the end.
While I was at the Myrtle Campmeeting, my sister came
and visited Mother a few days, at her request. She told
my sister that if she got sick she did not want anyone giv-
ing her medicine or shots or taking her to a hospital. Not
many days after that, she fell in the floor one morning
and couldn’t get up. She lived alone. In about two hours
the neighbors found her. She was conscious and told
them to help her back on the bed as she was so weak. The
neighbors wanted to send for a doctor, but she didn’t want
any. They didn’t send for one, but called me. My hus-
band and I went up there and found her very weak, not
able to be moved. I kept praying for her, and the next
morning (which was Sunday) she seemed much better.
She sat up on the side of the bed while I combed her
hair and dressed her. We called an ambulance and brought
her home. She seemed to make the trip very well. She
said that she didn’t hurt any where. She just lay and
slept excepting when she wanted a drink or we would talk
to her. But Monday about noon she became much worse.
She was unconscious. I had already sent for my brothers
and sister, but they did not get here until she was at her
worst. She lay unconscious for sixty hours. My sister
wanted a doctor. I didn’t refuse, but just looked to the
Lord to help. She called two doctors. One said he would
come when he got time, but he never did come. The other
one asked all about Mother’s condition. When my sister
told him, he said there wasn’t any use for him to come
as he could not do her any good. So I feel the Lord helped
and protected us through it all. I truly do thank and
praise Him for this, as I could just see the hand of God
working in our behalf.

I had called Sister Murphy Allen for prayer for her,
requesting that if the Lord didn’t see fit to heal her to

Gladys Ewbanks
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please let her live until my brother arrived from Calif.
The dear Lord let her live about an hour after he arrived.
Surely it is a mighty God we serve. Mother had been
trusting the Lord for healing only about three years, but
she trusted Him unto the end.

Continue to pray for me. Without the help of the
dear Lord I could do nothing. I surely want to live the
life and be faithful unto the end. May God’s richest
blessings rest upon each and every one is my prayer.

Your sister in Christ, Effie Miller.

0—0—0—--0—0—0

Ala.—Dear saints of God everywhere, Greetings in
Jesus’ holy name,—I1 feel led to write in a word of testi-
mony to offer to the paper. This finds me saved and en-
couraged to live for the dear Lord and to testify to His
saving grace through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Truly it is wonderful to be born into the kingdom of
God’s dear Son. As Jesus denied himself when he was
here building God’s kingdom even so we also must deny
ourselves in regeneration or in being born into God's
kingdom.

Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” I am
thankful to God for an experience that teaches me the
difference between the kingdom of our dear Lord and
the kingdoms of this world. The kingdom, or kingdoms,
of this world imposes on one theories and forms; but the
kingdom of our dear Lord supplies grace and love by
faith in Jesus Christ. Now being partakers of the grace
and love of God through Christ we do not desire to present
ourselves to any worldly kingdom. We find in Rom. 12:1,
“] beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” The
kingdom that was given to King Nebuchadnezzar was a
large kingdom, but when he ordered his men to throw
three of the children of God’s kingdom into the fire to
be destroyed, he learned that his kingdom was worldly
and there was a kingdom not of this world. Now the
great kingdom that Nebuchadnezzar ordered is come to
naught, as will also all worldly kingdoms that now are.

But thanks be unto God for an everlasting kingdom
that shall never end. God's little flock have many times
been beseiged and attacked by many of the devil’s de-
vices; but inside the walls of the New Jerusalem, the
kingdom of God, the true church of God, lives a people
that are free from sin and death; and His kingdom shall
stand. Pray for me. Bro. Austin McMillian,

0—0—0—0—0—0

La.—Dear saints, Greetings:—I'm happy this morn-
ing in knowing that the Lord still saves and keeps-my
soul. The Lord has been wonderful to us, surely he is
due all praise and honor. I am so glad for the desire He
gives me to serve Him. The devil works to take that
desire, but without the Lord I don’t know what I'd do. He
is my all in all.

1 promised the Lord several months ago that if He
would heal me 1 would testify to it through the paper.
So it is brought to my mind to do as I promised. 1 used
to be bothered a lot with my heart and such a hurting in
my shoulder and down my arm. I-would have weak spells
and get so dizzy, but, thank the Lord, he has touched my
body and this meorning he has flooded my soul with joy
and thanksgiving, praise His name! He has done it all.
It is wonderful to trust Him and to know He is more than
willing to heal his children. I want my life to be pleasing
to Him. Pray for me.

Your sister in Christ, ~ Marie Mitchell
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Ohio—Dear people in the Lord,—Would there be a
chance that anyone in your group would remember Chas.
W. Koonce, my father? He was a man of God, and 1
believe if anyone ever lived for the Lord 24 hours a day,
it was he. He read the Bible aloud at home all his spare
time to any and all who would listen; He passed into
glory on August 19, 1923. .

After my father passed on, I felt the need of a closer
walk with God and I was reading “Faith and Victory.”
I had been married for two years at that time, to a mor-
ally good man. My husband discouraged me. I had years
of spiritual draught to go through until my son was
drafted and had to go in service in 1943, which was human
extremity to me. I would have rather gone myself—
there was nothing I could do—I had come to the cross
roads of life and had to either turn to the Lord or against
the Lord. And after going through the valley of the
shadow of death, the Lord showered down His love upon
me, which was overwhelming. It was nothing the people
did. I thank and praise His holy name because He has
kept me and is becoming more precious to me all the
time. He gave me a great divine love for Him and for
all ‘humanity; and every bit of pride, anger, -jealousy,"
envy, malice, hatred and all that goes along with the
carnal nature has left me and has never come back, and
I thank and praise Him with my whole heart. I pray to
keep my mind and heart fixed and centered upon Him
that every thought, word, and deed may be to His honor
and glory. He blesses me; I love to speak for the Lord
(I love personal evangelism) and I do not get slapped
down as I have heard so many say they do. I know that
pride is bad and I have heard that spiritual pride is worse
so I just pray the Lord to keep me humble and meek and
low at Jesus’ feet. We are not our own, we are bought
with a price and Jesus paid it all with His own precious
blood. Where he leads me, I will follow. Pray that God
will use my life to bring many souls to Him, because as
yet I cannot say that I know of any, but I trust God and
I know in His own good time, He will. Lola Spence

0—0—0—0—0—0—0

Calif.—Dear Bro. Pruitt, Greetings in Jesus’ dear
name,—I am glad to say I am still saved and living for
the Lord. I went to work last Thursday and my neck
was so sore I could hardly turn my head. I prayed and
asked the Lord to heal it, and it was done almost instantly.
I surely give the dear Lord the praise for it. He has
healed my body many times. Pray for me that I will be
true to Him. Lee Owen.

0—0—0—0—0—0—90

Mo.—Dear readers of the “Faith and Victory,”—I feel
that it would be to the glory of God and it may help some
poor soul for me to write my testimony. Maybe someone
will see their true condition, as I believe there must be a
number of souls that are not quite satisfied in their ex:
perience of sanctification. Maybe they have been to the
altar a number of times but are not quite satisfied.

Last winter at the Guthrie Assembly meeting 1 pro-
fessed sanctification and also claimed healing of ap-
pendicitis, But I let the enemy cause me to doubt and cheat
me out of my healing. 1 let the enemy reason with me
that it would be all right to take mineral oil for my side,
as that is what doctors would advise to cure: appendxcl,"hs
But thank God, He didn’t let it cure me. It did give res
lief and by taking it 1 was able to keep gomg When 1
stopped taking it for a few days, sharp pains, would start
(.ommg in my side and back and right limb, and cramping
in my side. These attacks continued until August of this
year. At the Myrtle Campmeeting I took down qulte bad.

" I can see how the good Lord was workmg for me, My
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wife had gone to early morning prayer meeting and re-
quested prayer for me. When she came back in my tent
she told me that every time she prayed for me she could
see nothing but that bottle of mineral oil. She thought [
ought to confess and be anointed. But I felt I had to go
right down to the bottom and confess that I had done some
talking also and repent of the same.

Of course, when 1 had gotten clear with the Lord, 1
didn’t feel that I would be afraid to trust Him. So I told
the ministers I would like to check up on my sanctifica-
tion, as I doubted if I had it. Bro. Carver asked me two
questions, I believe. He asked me if I should get right
down at death’s door with this appendicitis, would I want
to trust God or man. I felt down deep in my heart that
I wanted to and would trust God, live or die. The next
question was, would I trust my wife in God’s care if she
should come down to death’s door. It seemed to take more
consecration at that point; but I knew that she would
trust God whether I would want to or not, so that made
it quite easy to say, yes, too. Then as soon as I did, the
Lord sanctified me holy and completely, and just filled
me so full that I felt like if He got any more in me He
would have to make me bigger first. Praise the good
Lord!

. I want the prayers of ull dear saints that I will ever
be faithful to the One who has done so much for me. I
realize I am greatly in debt to the good Lord and I expect
by His help to serve Him to the end. Yes, I was anoint-
ed and prayed for, and the Lord healed me of the ap-
"pendicitis. Praise His dear name. Bro. Ralph Sell.

-0

Ill.—Dear saints, greetings in the love of Jesus,—
How my soul was made to rejoice to see the love and sweet
Spirit of God that He has put into your hearts; that
precious humble spirit that gives God full access into
every part and full reign and liberty to do with as HE
PLEASES—for it is GOD WHICH WORKETH IN YOU,
BOTH TO WILL AND TO DO OF HIS GOOD PLEAS-
URE. As I read these things God has laid on your heart
to send me, I see and feel there are many ways I must get
closer to God. It is so hard alone—no one of kindred
spirit to converse with; the weeks roll by and pass inte
months, years—with never an oral message from a true
minister of God. The books, tracts and your good letter
was like a great feast set before a half starved soul in
the wilderness.

When I was a little girl Fred Tyler and some other
ministers, F. G. Smith and others came to the tiny town
where we lived and held a tent meeting. My parents were
saved, a little church started. I, with another girl went
to the altar, do not know if I was really saved, was bap-
tized in a tank of water in the yard. A carnival came
to town, which was something we had never seen or heard
of. I remember the minister saying: the devil will try
to get you children, but you keep away from that thing
—and I thought, he will never get me!

In a few days a very much loved, very beautiful, but
sinful wicked aunt came to our home, who said to my
mother, “Kate, why aren’t the children down riding on
the merry-go-round?” My mother told her that she did
not want us to go to that worldly stuff. “Oh, pshaw!”
she said, “Don’t be so old fashioned. It is harmless fun,
and they are only children once; let them have a good
time while they are young.” My dear mother again told
her what she thought. My aunt laughed, called to me,
as she got her purse and a handful of change—a nickel
was to us then like five dollars is today—"“Here,” she said,
as she filled my hand, “You go on down and take Vern
(the baby brother about five or six) and give him a ride
on the horses and let him have a good time.”
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Oh, if my dear mother had only stepped in then to
protect me! But she didn’t; and the devil had given me
a commission and away I went, in one sense feeling proud
to do it, for Vern was just a little boy and HE MUST
have a good time while he is little; but I felt strange in-
side. And as I walked along holding his hand, we had
to go past the house of the girl who went with me to the
altar. I did not want her to know where I was going, so
I remember so distinetly now how the devil had me act
and LIE. I put on a very sorry look and angry look, and
she said as we went by, “Why do you look so sour?” I
said, “Oh, I have to go up town so often and I don’t like
it.” So I got by her fine. As I entered the lot where peo-
ple were thronging, the music was playing and 1 saw
pretty ponies prancing around and other children sitting
on the seats riding so happy. I was very excited. I took
my brother and sat with him on a seat, as I was not able
to hold him on a horse. After that ride was over I sat
him on the grass and made him promise to sit there till
I returned; then I took a ride on one of the ponies.. There
are no words to tell you of the thrill of pleasure I had
as I sat upon the horse. But soon the money was all gone
and it was time to go home.

Then it was time to begin thinking the devil had
really got me as the preacher had said. I began to feel
remorse. I was afraid, too; not of God, but people, the
saints. From that hour I want to tell you dear ones, the
devil came into my heart with his desires for worldly
pleasure and in a few years I was drunk with worldly
pleasures, though I never drank, smoked, or some of those
things; but do you know I could never be satisfied as
years went by, and I said, “Some day I will be a Christian
and be like my Sunday school teacher.” She was a real
saint, a young woman.. So it was in this state that God
allowed me to marry my husband. God saw he had to
break my heart, crush the life almost from me, disappoint
me in every angle of life, bring desolation, sorrow unto
death to me in order to win my heart. Then He gave me
a work, a soul to strive with and for, to yearn after for
God. It would be very interesting to tell you HOW God
brought me to the altar, and some time I will. Oh, what
strange ways God uses. Oh, He has a way to reach you;
to seek you and bring you out.

1 have gone into detail about the “harmless pleasure
of taking the children to ride on the ponies” at the carn-
ivals, as I have heard so many parents say these past
years. Then I tell them what the devil did to me; how he
robbed me’ of a happy life in Jesus, of a fine Christian
companion, a home where Jesus lived with us, how he gave
me only sorrow untold—then laughed at me. Yes, it
means something to rear children in the fear of God; to
guide them into light, bring them into subjection to the
Word and Jaw of God and parents. Often it is just a lack
of knowledge. My dear mother was so good and kind to
us. It was not for our spiritual good, neither had we
learned to obey her, thus it is perhaps why I have found
it hard to bring my will in full, complete surrender to
God, though T supposed it to be. —Ada Secanlan.

o0o
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JESUS MEETS HUMAN NEEDS

November 6, 1955 .
Printed Portion:.............. .... Luke 5:12-15, 27-32.

Luke 5:12. And it came to pass, when he wasin a
certain city, behold a man full of leprosy: who seeing
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Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord,
if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

13. And he put forth his hand, and touched him,
saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately the lep-
rosy departed from him.

14. And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and
shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing,
a}(lzcordlng as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto
them.

15. But so much the more went there a fame abroad
of him: and great multitudes came together to hear,
and to be healed by him of their infirmities.

Luke 5:27. And after these things he went forth, and
saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.

28. And he left all, rose up, and followed him,

29. And Levi made him a great feast in his own house:
and there was a great company of publicans and of others
that sat down with them.

30. But their seribes and Pharisees murmured against
his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with pub-
licans and sinners?

31, And Jesus answering said unto them, They that
are whole need not a physiclan; but they that are sick.

32, 1 came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.

Memory Selection: They that are whole need not
a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Luke 5:31-:2.

Practical Truth: Those who follow in Jesus’ steps
will geek to meet basic human needs wherever they exist.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS

We have two outcasts of society in the lesson of today:
the leper who was forbidden by Moses’ law to mingle with
the others, and the publican who was an outcast according
to Jewish self-righteousness. They were hated by the up-
per class. But Jesus is no respecter of persons. His min-
istry takes in both kinds if they will only come to him.
It seems that man has to get down before he will look up.
An illustration of this is in Luke 18th chapter. Two Jews,
one a Pharisee and the other a publican prayed. The Phari-
see was right in his own sight and prayed with himself;
but the publican called upon God and asked for merey, for
he said he was a sinner. The Pharisee would have done
well in the eyes of God if he had acknowledged the
same thing, but he had a long ways to get down to thay,
for he was self-righteous. Jesus Christ the same, yes-
 terday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). He can heal
all manner of sickness and diseases today as he cou'd
when he was upon earth, and he is doing it with those
who will believe, lepers included.

The call of Levi (Matthew) was among the things
did by Jesus which did not meet with the approval
of the higher-ups. They murmured because Jesus ate
with him. There are those who murmur today, but we
are glad Jesus will save anyone who comes to him.

JESUS TEACHES HOW TO LIVE
November 13, 1955
Luke 6:27.38.

Luke 6:27. But I say unto you which hear, Love
your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

28. Bless them that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you.

29. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek
offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke
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forbid not to take thy coat also.

30. Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of
him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

31. And as ye would that men should do to you, do
ye also to them likewise.

32. For if ye love them which love you, what thank
have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.

33. And if ye do good to:them which do good to you,
what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.

34, And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to re-
ceive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to
sinners, to receive as much again.

35. But love ye your enemies and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great,
and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is
kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also
is merciful.

37. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn
not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall
be forgiven:

38. Give, and it shall be given unto you: good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to
you again.

Memory Selection: And as ye would that men should
do to you, do ye also to them likewise. Luke 6:31.

Practical Truth: We should be generoils in all our
dealings with others, as God is generous in his dealings
with us.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS

The sermon on the mount is a good sermon to live
by, but there is one thing needful to live it and that
is by the help of Almighty God. The Scripture that
often comes in relation to this is 1 Peter 1:5, “Who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal-
vation ready to be revealed at the last time.” Yes, that
is very true; one is unable to live the Christian life with-
out Christ. “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph.
3:27). With Christ in the heart then, it is possible to
so live that the sermon on the mount will be exemplified
before our fellowman. ‘

“By their fruits ye shall know them,” is what Jesus
said. How, then, could one expect to love his enemies
as Jesus here said to do, without help from the Savi~n»
who said those words. Again, how -could he bhe kind to
the unthankful and to the evil without a highei’ power
within him since the “natural man receiveth nct the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foclishness
unte him: neither can he know them, because thev are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). So then our living
the beatitudes is according to our life of prayer, Bihle
reading, and yielding ourselves to obedience unto right-
eousness (Rom. 6:16).
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EVIDENCE OF JESUS' POWER

Luke 7:11-23.

Luke 7:11. And it came to pass the day after, that
he went into a city called Nain; and many of his dis-
ciples went with him, and much people.

12.. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city,
behold, there was a dead man ‘carried out, the only son
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of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people
of the city was with her

13. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her, and said unto her, Weep, not.

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that
bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise.

16. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.
And he delivered him to his mother.

16. And there came a fear on all: and they glorified
Gud saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us;
and, That God hath visited his people.

17. And this rumour of him went forth throughout
all Judea, and throughout all the region round about.

18. And the disciples of John shewed him of all these
things.

19. And John calling unto him two of his discipleg
sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should
come? or look we for another?

20. When the men were come_ unto him, they said,
John the Baptist hath sent us unto thee saying, Art thou
he that should come? or look we for another?

21. And in that same hour he cured many of their
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto
niany that were blind he gave sight.

22. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your
way and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the
poor the gospel is preached.

23. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me.

Memory Selection: Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard how that the blind see,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleasned, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.
Luke 7:22, )

Practical Truth: The limitless power of Christ may
still be drawn upon by us to meet our legitimate needs.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS

It is quite reasonable that the man that made the
automobile is the one who can fix it when it needs fixing.
Here we have Jesus who is the Creator of all things
(Rev. 4:11), and upholds all things by the word of his
power (Heb. 1:3). He is certainly able to heal the sick,
make the blind to see, the lame to walk, cleanse the lepers,
cause the deaf to hear, and raise the dead to life; also
raise the spiritually dead to life in Him (John 5:26). Why
should it not be that the one who made our minds, our
bodies, our souls, be able to fix any part that needs fix-
ing? When it is God’s will, the body can be given life
even after it has been dead. The thought is, what a great
God we have. Not only is He able to do these things
but He is also willing; and if we can by faith claim it, the
work is done.  Surely ‘He is a-God to be praised.

The Lord has great compassion and mercy and is
gracious toward all of his trusting believing children.
Those who will seek first the kingdom of God'and His
righteousness can have all temporal needs added wunto
them (Matt. 6:33). Those who read these lines and do
not know these things to be true in your life may test
out the word of God and do just as He says, and it will
stand the test.

VICTORY November, 1955

SPREAD OF THE GOOD NEWS
November 27, 1955
Printed Portion:.................. Luke 8:1, 4-8; 9:1-6.

Luke 8:1. And it came to pass afterward, that he
went throughout every city and village, preaching and
and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God:
and the twelve were with him.

Luke 8:4. And when much people were galhered to-
gether, and were come to him out of every city, he spake
by a parable:

5. A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he
sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

6. And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.

7. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang
up with it, and choked it.

8. And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and
bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these
things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Luke 9:1. Then he called his twelve disciples together,
and gave them power and authority over all devils, and
to cure diseases.

2. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God,
and to heal the sick.

3. And he said unto them, Take nothing for your
journey, neither staves, nor script, neither bread, neither
money; neither have two coats apiece.

4, And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide,
and thence depart.

5. And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out
of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for
a testimony against them.

6. And they departed, and went through the towns,
preaching the gospel, and healing every where.

Memory Selection: The harvest truly is great, but
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his har-
vest, Luke 10:2,

Practical Truth: Every Christian should help in
spreading the good news concerning Christ and his power
to save,

COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS

In spreading of the good news, Jesus gives us a pic-
ture in a parable of the work of giving out the gospel.
“He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man”
{Matt. 13:37). “The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11)
sown in the hearts of the “children of the kingdom”
(Matt. 13:38). “The field is the world.” Most people are
engrossed in the affairs of this life so that when they hear
the gospel their hearts are as the wayside, or hard ground.

Then there are those who receive the word for a
short time but will not make a determined effort to keep
what God gives them and they are likened to the stony
ground. To those who received the Word “among thorns”
Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Lk. 16:
13). They try to compromise and hold onto the things of
this world and sexrve God, too. It cannot be done. Of the
fourth class Jesus said, “But blessed are your eyes for they
see: and your ears, for they hear” (Matt. 13:18). The
word “hear” has the thought of doing as well as literally
hearing. “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him” (Ps, 126:5-6). C. W.



