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For Easter Day

‘Christ the Lord is risen to-day,’
Sons of men and angels say:

Raise your joys and triumphs high,
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply.

Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight, the battle won:
Lo! our sun’s eclipse is o'er;

Lo! He sets in blood no more.

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell!
Death in vain forbids His rise;
Christ hath opened Paradise!

Lives again our glorious King:
Where, O Death, is now thy sting ?
Dying once, He all doth save:
Where thy victory, O Grave?

Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head;
Made like Him, like Him we rise;

Ours the Cross, the grave, the skies,

What though once we perished all,
Partners in our parents’ fall?
Second life we all receive,

In our Heavenly Adam live.

Risen with Him, we upward move;
Still we seek the things above;
Still pursue, and kiss the Son
Seated on His Father’s Throne.

Scarce on earth a thought bestow,
Dead to all we leave below;
Heaven our aim, and loved abode,
Hid our life with Christ in God:

Hid, till Christ our Life appear
Glorious in His members here;
Joined to Him, we then shall shine,
All immortal, all divine.

Hail the Lord of Earth and Heaven!
Praise to Thee by both be given!
Thee we greet triumphant now!

Hail, the Resurrection Thou!

King of glory, Soul of bliss!
Everlasting life is this,
Thee to know, Thy power to prove,
Thus to sing, and thus to love!
—Charles Wesley
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i Everlasting Life

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:
36. If you have not repented of your sins and ac-
cepted Christ’s shed blood as a remission for your
sins and know Him as your personal Saviour, then
you may think this is a strange statement. You may
say, “I already have life. I had life when I was born

. into this world.”

That is true, my friend, but this statement does
not have reference to the natural or literal life which
we receive when we are born into this world. It has
reference to the spiritual life which we receive when
we repent of the old life of sin and are born again.
This new birth is made possible by faith in the cleans-
ing power of the blood which the Lamb of God shed
on Calvary. “For when we were without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly.” Rom. 5:6.
“For God so loved the world [sinners] that he gave
his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
John 3:16. “When we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son.” Rom. 5:10.
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through him might be
saved.” John 3:17. The word, “world” here means
“sinners.” Read this scripture again using the word,
“sinners” instead of “world.” Jesus said, “I am the
door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved,”
John 10:9. Then in Acts 4:12, we read, “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other.
name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” Jesus also said, “I am the way, and



Page Two

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me.” John 14:6. “He was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way: and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all.” Isa. 53:5, 6. God has already laid your sins on
Jesus, His only begotten Son. He went to Calvary’s
cross and died in your stead and in my stead. The
purchase price has been paid for the redemption of
your soul. Your part is to repent of your sins to God
and ask Him to forgive you, and accept and acknow-
ledge Jesus as your Saviour from sin. ‘“Let the wick-
ed forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he
will have mercy upon him: and to our God, for he wil'
abundantly pardon.” Isa. 55:7. “But what saith it?
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faiths which we preach;
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness: and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
For the scripture saith, “Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.” Romans 10:8-11.

Dear friend, why not do it now? “For behold,
now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of
salvation.” “Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden
not your hearts.”

—Ray H. Freeman
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CCARRY HIPT TO IS MOTHER”

Many are no doubt familiar with the words which
I have chosen for the subject of this article. They
were spcken by a man of long ago when his son com-
plained to him of pains in his head. He needed some
one to comfort and care for him in this hour of pain
and misery. There was one to whom he could turn
to find such help and comfort as earth could afford,
that was his mother. If any one had a love and care
for him, it was she. Her love was enduring; her pa-
tience was untiring; and her care was tender. Her
heart beat in sympathy for her son.

It was said that when he was brought to his
mother, he sat on her knee till noon. No doubt there
was a prayer in heart as she sat with anxious wait-
ing and watching to know how the case would be with
the treasure God had intrusted to her care.

There have been many mothers, and there are
yet today many who are very desirous to perform
their God-enjoined duty toward their children. There
was the mother of Moses; a God-fearing woman. I
believe she offered up many prayers in behalf of her
son, and instructed him in the fear of God while she
had the blessed opportunity. When he had come to
manhood, he willingly chose the way of the Lord.

We read in Judges, chapter 13, verse 12, “How
shall we order the child and how shall we do unto
him:” This question was asked by the parents of
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Sampson; whose father was a praying man, and he
wanted divine guidance concerning his son.

We remember Hannah; how she prayed for a son,
and how interested she was in him in desiring that he
should be in the service of God all his days, how in
his childhood, she made him a little coat from year
to year, and carried it along when she went to the
yearly sacrifice.

The mother of Zebedee’s children desired that her
two sons should be as close to. Jesus as possible in
his kingdom; although she may not have known for
what she was asking. It was the interest she hadin

them that caused her to make this prayer for her sons.
Many, many others have been rewarded for their
faithfulness to their sons.

There is another side to the picture. We find in
this day and time, so many mothers who seem to
have no sense of the responsibility that rests upon
them in regard to their children. Eph. 6:4, “And ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
How many are failing along this line and yet claim-
ing to be followers of the meek and lowly Lamb, hav-
ing no time to pray with their children nor to instruct
them in the ways of the Lord. Oh yes, they are in-
terested in the nrecious little jewels. They want
them to have a good place in society, or in the busi-
ness or political world, and want them to be praised
by their fellowmen, but have sadly neglected the most
important part: that is to teach them the fear of
God. What a blessed thing it would bhe today if there
were more sons and daughters in the land that had a
mother and grandmother or guardian like Timothy, of
whom it was said that from a child he had known
the holy scriptures that were able to make him wise
unto salvation, because of the faith and interest of
his loving watchers. Oh mothers of today, how much
effort are vou nuttineg forth to bring your children
un for God? What kind of an example are you set-
tine befnre them? Are vou one of them that use ob-
scene lanxuage, smoke, plav cards, dance. and joke,
thus sneeding them on down to destruction? Are you
one of the more moderate ones who have idled away
their time and now comnplain that they can do nothing
with their nine- to twelve-year-olds? What a pity!
How is it in your case: parents obey your children or
children obey your parents? Who is to blame? This
life is fleeting; you will some day be taken away. Will
you be satisfied to leave the dear children behind with
the chart you have mapped out for them? It could
be otherwise. Many mothers have looked into the
face of their dying child: and what a pain in their
heart if there was no evidence that he or she would
be with Jesus while the ages roll on. There are many
mothers in this age who ought to be with their chil-
dren, or their children ought to be with their mothers,
who have left them in the hands of less competent
ones while they are out enjoving the gaities of life,
card parties, clubs, theatres, and many other activities
to the neglect of their children. So many children are
out in the night, exposed to the vile tempter's snares,
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A CHALLENGE TO THE CHURCH

Back to the Sermon on the Mount, or Compromise—Which?

Introduction

Ffor many months past, in fact, since 'the year
1940, the writer has been deeply concerned with the
question of the Christian’s attitude toward war and
whether or not he may knowingiy and voluntarily
participate in it to any degree and at the same time
retain the pleasure of God upon him. This concern
called for much prayerful study of God's word, and
a consideration of various opinions, both pro and con,
on the subject. Knowing that the nations are in the
midst of a terrible war, many tongues and pens pass
over the question with indecision, indirference, and
almost utter silence, leaving it to the individual as a
matter of conscience. It is high time that a warning
should be sounded in God’s holy mountain and a
standard be lifted up for the people.

In research work the writer has not found in the
Church of God literature or records a single' complete
Biblical interpretation of the question relative to the
problems which confront the saints today. A number
of ministers have been interviewed, and varied opin-
ions were expressed. Surely the Christian doctrine
of peace is a part of the gospel, for it was instituted
by the Prince of Peace. In this challenge to the
church I would ask the careful and diligent consider-
ation by both ministers and lay-members of the points
herein discussed, trusting that the reader will redis-
cover or catch a new vision of the Bible standard of
the Christian’s conduct as set forth, commanded, and
practised by Jesus and the apostles in the morning
era of the Christian dispensation, with a view to re-
establish and restore these vital truths and practices
to the church in this “evening’” time along with all
the other Bible doctrines that have been restored
from the rubbish of confusion of the “Dark Ages.”

This is not a complete discussion of the vital ques-
tion. Though some statements may be rather pointed,
these lines are written with ‘“charity for all,” and
with sincere convictions that it is our Christian duty
to discourage and warn against an evil which our
Saviour so severely condemned, even to the sacrifice
of friends, or life itself.

Past Teaching of the Church

Since the beginning of the Church of God refor-
mation movement in 1880, the United States has been
engaged in three major wars—the Spanish-American
War of 1898, World War I of 1917, and the present
World War II. To be exact, these have all occurred
in the last 47 years, which is about the average length
of time that even the pioneer ministers have spent
in the work of the Lord. The Spanish-American War
was'of short duration and perhaps did not present the
question so forcefully to the church. In World War
1 of 1917, quite a few saints were conscientious ob-
jectors, and they suffered persecution and much mis-
treatment. The Selective Service Act of 1917 pro-
vided exemption from military service only for the

members of the so-called “historic peace churches,”
and the Church of God was not recognized as such.
At the same time it seems that a number of Church
folk more or less followed along with the war spirit,
being influenced by the popular feeling of the times,
and there was no definite, generally-accepted stand-
ard or practice for the saints in regard to military
service or aiding in the war effort, except that they
should not actually take up arms to Kill another. This
opinion has prevailed down to the present halocaust
or destruction, and was adopted in a resolution by the
ministers at the Monark Springs, Mo. camp-meeting
in July, 1940 before the present Selective Servite
law was enacted. 7The taking up of arms was the
only objection offered, and the matter of further par-
ticipation seems to have been left to the individual's
conscience. 1, for one, am convinced that it does not
set forth a complete interpretation of the Bible stand-
ard of practice. We know that when the ‘“Official
Statement” came before the various draft boards that
it was a hinderance rather than a help to those who
conscientiously objected to any participation in such
a horrible business. :

Our Only Authority

In order to arrive at some conclusions on this
vital subject, let us take for our authority the teach-
ings and examples of Jesus, the Founder of the church
and the Prince of Peace, and consider the teachings
and practices of the apostles and saints of the early
morning church. On the Mount of Transfiguration
the voice of God, in speaking of Jesus, said, “Hear ye
him.” The consequence of our decisions should not
affect the making of those decisions, but they must
be according to Jesus’ teachings regardless of the out-
come. It is certain that all who “live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Too many want to
take an easier way, the way of least resistance, the
way the majority is going, and the way to shun the
reproach of the cross of Christ.

Jesus’ sermon on the Mount, as recorded in the
5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew, sets forth the
rules of Christian conduct. Relative to the subject
before us, let us read what Jesus taught. “But I say
unto you, that ye resist not evil [non-resistance];
but whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also. Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them which despite-
fully use you and persecute you; that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven; for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For
if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye?
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.” Matt. 5:39, 44-48. Jesus set
forth the “golden rule.” “And as ye would that men
should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” Luke
6:31. This might more correctly be termed the “for~
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gotten rule” because of its widespread, universal vio-
lation today. When Jesus sent the disciples forth to
preach the gospel, he said, “Behold, I send you forth
as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise
as serpents, and harmless as doves. But when they
persecute you in this city, flee {non-resistence] ye into
another.” Matt. 10:16, 23. When Jesus was on trial
before Pilate, he answered, “My kingdom is not of
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then
vould my servants fight, that I should not be deliv-
ered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence.” John 16:36. He also said of his disciples,
“Thev are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world.” John 17:14. Are vou in Christ’s kingdom
in which His servants do not fizht? At the time
Jesus was arrested, Peter, under the influence of the
carnal nature, drew his sword and cut off the ear
of the high priest’s servant. “Then Jesus said unto
him, Put up again thy sword into his vlace: for all
they that take the sword shall nerish [be lost] with
the sword.” Matt. 266:52. After Pentecost Peter had
no more use for carnal weavons. Jesus commanded
the discinles, “Go ye into all the world,” and that in-
cludes other nations, even though they be enemies,—
not with sword or gun, but with the gospel (good
news) of salvation.

Let us notice the tearhings of the Anostles which
agree with the teachings of Jesus. Paul writes, “Bless
them which persecute you, bless, and curse not. Re-
compence to n” man evil for evil. Avenge not your-
selves, but rather give olace unto wrath; for it is
written. Venpeance is mine: I will repay, saith the
Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him, if he
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap
coals of fire on his head. Re not overcome of evil,
but overcome evil with good.” Rom. 12:14, 17, 19-21.
“Owe no man anythine, but to love one another. Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Rom. 13:8, 9.
“See that none render evil for evil unto any man.”
1 Thes. 5:15. Peter writes: “Christ also suffered for
.Us, leaving us an example that ve should follow in
his steps: who, when he was reviled, he reviled not
again: when he suffered he threatened not.” 1 Peter
2:21, 23. “Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord.” Heb. 12:14,

The Practice of the Early Church

The foregoing is what Jesus and the apostles
tauzht and practised. Now let us notice how these
truths were interpreted and nractised in the early
morning Church, as recorded by the church fathers
and historians.

In Cadaux’ “History of the Church” is found
documentarv evidence from the church fathers which
shows clearlv that for the first two and one-half
centuries when a soldier was converted he left the
army.

We now aquote from West’s, “World Progress”
history. which was the Oklahoma state adopted text
when the writer attended high school: “Clean lives
marked the early Christians to a notable degree. The
Christians kept apart from most nublic amusements.
This made Christians seem unsocial. Also, because
Christ had preached peace, many Christians refused

to join the legions, or to fight, if drafted. These
‘pacifists’ and ‘conscientious objectors’ irritated their
neighbors by even refusing to illuminate their houses
or garland their portals in honor of national tri-
umphs.”

Myers’ “General History” records the following:
“Christianity had come into the world as a religion
of peace and zood will. The Master had commanded
his discioles to put un the sword and had forbidden its
use by them. either in the soread or in the defense of
the new faith. For three centuries now his followers
had obeyed literallv this injunction of the Founder
of the Church, so that a Quaker, non-military spirit
had un to this time (A. D. 312) characterized the new
sect. Bv manv of the earlv Christians the profession
of arms had been declared to be incompatible with
the Christian life.”

How Practice Changed tn That of Today

These historical records show clearlv that a non-
resistance, non-military spirit prevailed senerally in
the earlv Church for three centuries. Now let us
notice how and who accented the militarv spirit
into nominal Christianitv. As the Bible student well
knows, the seeds nf avostacv becan to esrow in the
time of the anostle Paul and John the Revelator.
The leaven of spiritual decay soread sradually but
surelv. Christianity (so-called) became so nopular
that by A. D. 306, when Constantine the Great suc-
reeded to the throne as emperor of the Roman Empire,
he became a Christian bv profession. but not bv prac-
tice, and is known as the first Christian emperor.
Christianitv bv him was made the state religion, and
he also recognized the Christian Sundav. the first
day of the week, as a dav of rest, forbidding ordinary
work on that day.

Constantine had several rivals for the imverial
throne. and he fourht to hold his position. One of
the most imnortant of the battles was that of Melvian
Rridre, ahout two miles from Rome. The historian,
Mvers, savs: “Constantine’s standard on this cele-
brated hattlefield was the Christian cross. He had
heen led to adont this emblem throuegh the appear-
ance, as once he nrayed to the sun-god. of a cross
over the setting sun, with the inscription above it:
‘In this sign conauer.’ Obedient unto the celesti-!
vision, Constantine had at once made the cross h'x
banner, and it was beneath this new emblem that h'»
soldiers marched to victory at the battle of the Mel-
vian Bridge.”

Mvers further states: ‘“This act of Constantine
constitutes a turning point in the history of the Chris-
tian Church. The most sacred emblem of the new
faith was made a battle standard, and into the new
religion was infused the military spirit of the imnerial
government that had made that emblem the ensign
of the state. From the day of the battle at the Mel-
vian Bridge a martial spirit has animated the reli-
gion of the Prince of Peace. Since then Christian [ ?1
warriors have often made the cross their battle stand-
ard.”

Further auoting Myers: “Ry the year A.D. 321

- Constantine had granted the Christian societies the

right to receive gifts and legacies, and he himself en-
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riched the church [apostate] with donations of money
and grants of land. This marks the beginning of the
areat possessions of the church, and with these the
entrance into it of a worldly snirit. From this mo-
ment can be traced the decay of its primitive simplicity
and a decline from its early high moral standard.”

From then until the present, most of Christendom,
both Catholic and Protestant, participate in military
service and enter into the war efforts of their respec-
tive nations, Even so-called holiness movements, some
passively and some nositively, glorify war from the
pulpit and press, and thev “whose minds are blinded
by the god of this world,” say that Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount is not apolicable to our age. A religious
publication termed *“a vital journal of Christianity”
displayed a sugpestive soldier-gun emblem urging the
nurchase of Defense Bonds. Some would place loy-
alty to country above loyvalty to God, concluding that
one who dies in defense of his country has a sure
passport to heaven.

What Is War?

War is the eremy of all Christian ideals. War
means all that Jesus did not stand for. It-is the
comnlete reversal of the Christian attitude toward
life. Instead of ministering to and healing the wounds
of man, exreriments and research are made as to how
greater and more deadlv wounds can be inflicted. The
chief of Chaplains of the United States Army is quoted
as saying recently that “War is .a nasty, dirty, de-
structive, damnable business.” If he is right in his
definition—and I think he is—then some good (?)
folk have gone into a terrible business.

Arguments for Participation

The scriptures most commonly used to support
particivation in carnal warfare are Romans 13:1-6
and 1 Peter 2:13-17. The argument usually presented
is that the “Christjan” must be subject “to the powers
that be” and this includes taking part in carnal war-
fare at the command of that government under which
he may hannen to be livine. To accept this interpre-
tation would reauire the true Christians of ALL THE
NATIONS ennqared in the present conflict to support
their respective governments, with the result that
brethren in Christ would meet on the battlefield,
seeking to kill and destroy one another, Such a
course is unthinkable, for it would violate every car-
dinal teaching of Christ and the New Testament. In
Romans 13:1-6, the thought that the Christian should
participate in carnal warfare at the command of the
“powers that he” is not under consideration by the
,Apostle: but the onnosite is taught, as is clearly
.shown by reading the preceding chapter and the
verses following the 6th verse of the same chapter.
It revcals an unbroken line of truth relative to love
in action to our brethren, our neighbor, our enemy,
and to all men, and leaves no room for vengeance or
retaliation of ~rv kind. However, it is the Chris-
tian’s duty to faithfully obey the State in all require-
ments which do not involve a violation of the New
Testament teachings. But he must obey God rather
than man when the demands of the State conflict
with his supreme loyaltv to Christ; vet the Chris-
tian chould “Render unto Caesar the things that are

Caesar’s,” and “Obey every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake.” Government is ordained of God, es-
pecially for the punishment of evil doers. GoQ’s peo-
ple is a called-out, holy nation, separate in spirit from
the world, and whose “citizenship is in heaven.”

Others argue that “responsibility for taking life
in battle belongs to the State and not to the indiv'id-
ual doing the deed.” This reasoning would null.lfy
about all the clear teaching of God’s Word regarding
judgment, for it declares that “every man must ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ,” must give
“account for himself,” and will have judgment rend-
ered “according to his deeds.”

Some trv to justify themselves by the Old Testa-
ment sanction of war, forgetting that “the times of
this iznorance God winked at: but now commandeth
all men everywhere to revent.”” Acts 17:30. Israel
under the Old Testament law were permitted to go
to war only by divine appointment. When out of
divine order they were defeated. No such divine
sanction has been made by the Lord in the New Tes-
tament disnensation. On the contrary, the use of
physical force or violence as pertaining to God’s peo-
ple was annulled by the Lord’s sermon on the mount,
as was also the practice of polygamy.

Some will sav that we are all helping in the
war—by paying taxes, etc. That is true, more or less.
But here are some points to consider relative to pay-
ing taxes. First, taxes are levied for collection—not
a voluntary contribution—and. second, Jesus. by pre-
cent and examnle. teaches us to pay taxes. (Luke 20:
20-25: Matt, 17:27.

Consenting or Aiding in the Deed

There are those who feel their conscience allows
them to accent non-combatant (so-called) service.
Sanl of Tarsus. evidentlv in all good conscience
thousrht within himeelf ‘‘that T ourht to do many
things contrarv, to the name of Jesus.” Acts 26:9. In
this thoueht he .nersecuted the unresisting church,
“and when thev were nut to death, I gave my voice
acainst them.” He “kent the raiment of them who
slew” Stenhen, “consenting unto his death.” But
Iater. when awakened. he sensed his suilt of the blood
nf Sterhen, and says he “obtained mercy because he
Aid it ienorantlv in unbelief.”

Tf. for instance. vout would knowineglv and will-
inolv loan vour car fo a eroun of bank robbers, or
in anv wav aid them in their bank-robbery crimes,
instice bv the lawe nf the land would hold that you
were a nartv tn the crimes. You would be an ac-
complice bv aidine and abetting the ones actually
rommittine the erimes. and therefore subject to pun-
ishment. A large bill-hoard now reads. “The war
bonds vou hold are fiehtine bonds.” Perhaps you

-wonld not fight. but will lnan vour monev to carry

on the fiecht. War nlant workers are termed “soldiers
nn the home front.” and surelv thev are as necessary
for the nrasecution nf the war as the soldiers who
nse the weanons on the hattlefront.

The Golden Rule—“And as ve would that men
should dn tn vou. do ve also to them likewise’—
most certainly has a universal application. This be-
ing true, how could a person be practising this teach-
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ing and at the same time voluntarily aiding in and
bullding weapons of war with which to destroy peo-
ple of other nations? ’'vo be sure, these workers
would not want other nations to build bombs to drop
on them, or to produce any mmplements that would,
directly or inuirectly, bring harm to them. Let me
ask further, how could a preacher do war work during
the week and then on Suanday attempt to exalt the
rrince or reacer consistency would demand that
his actious agree with his words.

In 1 John s:8 we read, “r'or this purpose the
Son of God was mamziestea, that he might destroy
the works ol the wevi.” wod is not the author of
war, nor the creator of any implement for the pur-
pose of waging war. ‘I'herefore, war and all things
pertaining thereto, must necessarily be the works of
the devil, How can professed children of God know-
ingly and wiilingly aid in and help carry on that
which Christ came to destroy? “in this the children
of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother.” 1 John 3:10.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peace makers: for
they shalt be cailed the chitdren of God.”” Then whose
children are the war makers?

Sad, but true, many well-meaning persons have
been caught in these snares by the whirl-pool of con-
fusion and war drums, and by listening to strange
voices instead of the “still small voice” of God. Some
seem to feel that war is a ‘“necessary” evil. It is
true that history is largely a record of wars, but we
need many more saints in these days like the Hebrew
boys and pDaniel who stood true to their God-given
convictions against the wicked rulers, whether ec-
clesiastical or political.

Here is another inconsistency. The government
reaches out with one hand to sell war bonds, the pro-
ceeds of which to be used to bring about human suf-
fering and destruction, while on the other hand,
through the Red Cross agency, solicits your con-
tributions for the relief of human suffering. Where
is the logic in such a procedure?

No Hope for Permanent World Peace

Peace is derived only from a right condition of
the heart and mind. War and fighting will continue
as long as man possesses the carnal nature or the
principle of sin in the heart. Ever since Cain slew
his brother Abel, there have been fighting and kill-
ing in the course of history, and such a condition will
exist as long as the world stands, regardless of the
number of peace conferences held or the scope of
economic and political adjustments. Not for long can
peace be enforced with the threat of punishment.
“For from within, out of the heart of man, proceed”
all evil.

Universal Military Training

This nation is one of the big powers which is now
committed to the policy of maintaining world peace
by force of arms if necessary. Therefore, from here
on out, this country intends to keep militarily pre-
pared and ready for instant action. Undoubtedly, a
peacetime universal military training law will be
passed, which perhaps will demand every boy to take a

year's military training when he reaches the ages of
17 to 21. This will present a question to the saints
who have sons under that age. Right now is the
time for the Church to reach a uniform understand-
ing or Biblical standard on this point and unanimous-
ly petition the government to exempt our boys from
such training on the same grounds that we object to
actual military service. 'The Bible teaches parents
to bring up their children in “the way they should
go,” and *in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.” If war is wrong, then a saint can take no
part in it, and should theretore be so taught to the
children.
General Trend of the Church

Several months ago the official report was that
only about forty young men were in Civilian Public
Service camps as conscientious objectors from the
wrumpet movement. ‘the ratio of men objecting to
nulitary service is about the same in the Church, as
we know it. To us this trend toward the war spirit
is a sad commentary on our profession of adherence
to the high standard or the New ‘lestament. What
is more grievous is the fact that some honest young
men have gone to so-called old-time-saints and min-
isters for advice on this question, and were advised
to go on to war. In one case the conscientious young
man was termed “stubborn” by the minister becausc
he did not want to go. Under this unscriptural advice,
who would be responsible should the young man get
killed or kill some one?” We should warn the right-
eous that they sin not, lest their blood be required
at our hands.

The Attitude and Hope of God’s People

One may ask, what should be the Christian’s
attiutde toward war? The negative attitude is to
refuse to participtae in miltiary service in any form
or aid in the war effort, and on the positive side
to renounce war and work for its elimination by teach-
ing and living the gospel of Christ which alone brings
peace and good will to man. Constructive non-re-
sistance means overcoming evil with good.

There is hope and comfort tor the true chil-
dren of God who face these conditions. We who are
or faith know ‘“‘we look for a better country, that is
an heavenly,” and “confess that we are strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.” We already enjoy the ‘peace
that passeth understanding.” We already have the
‘“victory that overcometh the world.” The freedom
we declare is ‘‘that we are made free from the law
of sin and death.” The liberty we share is that we
are ‘“delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of God.” Thank
the Lord!

To those who desire to know the truth, walk in
the light, and please God rather than man, these
lines are prayerfully addressed. The writer would
appreciate a card or letter from any reader express-
ing opinion, decision, or comment in regard to this
important issue. The basic principle of Christianity
—Ilove—is involved. The question and challenge to
the Church is, “Where do we go from here?”

—L. D. Pruitt, 1005 W. Mansur, Guthrie, Okla.



April, 1945

who ought to be at home under a mother’s care. The
curfew should be sounded. Some one ought to cry
out with a mighty and strong voice, “Carry him to
his mother,”to whom he should be taken without de-
lay.

The lad of our subject sat upon his mother's
knees until noon and then died. The mother with con-
fidence hastened to the Lord; to the man of God for
comfort. She had gone as far as she could go, but
trusting her dead son into His care, her faith was
still active in his behalf. She received the desire of
heart because she had done her part. Mothers, if
you have done your part and death should call you or
your sons away, you can trust it all in God’s hands
and He will say unto thce at the last, “Well done.”
Well done because you have taught your sons the fear
of God; you have taught them to respect and revere
His Word; you have prayed with them and taught
them to pray. In the still hours of night when no one
clse knew, you carried them to God in your supplica-
tions; when you went about the duties and toils of
the day, you carried them in your heart; you weeded
out the words of hate and spite from their conversa-
tion. God saw all your efforts, and- when the end
comes, He will say, “Well done.”

: —Ulysses Phillips
000

How Vain I§ Man!

“Man that is in honor, and understandeth not,
is like the beasts that perish” (Psa. 49:20).

In the first, second, and third verses of this chap-
ter we read: “Hear this, ALL ye people; give ear,
ALL ye inhabitants of the world: Both low and high,
rich and poor, together. My mouth shall speak of
wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be un-
derstanding.” Here the Lord is calling to ALL the
inhabitants of the world, all classes of people, to con-
sider the importance of wisdom and understanding
in setting Him above the beasts that perish. Oh, how
vain is man without the wisdom of God! Oh, that
men would get wise enough to stop and see it! Last
night as we lay upon our bed, the thought came so
forcibly into our mind: How vain is man to try to
stand up and try to assert himself as anythiag with-
out the wisdom and understanding that God giveth!
What an utter failure he is within himself. The
thousands of great (?) functionaries of earth who
think themselves “something’ who are too proud and
haughty to speak to the average man,—the presi-
dent, the senators, the representatives, the lawyers,
doctors, and “big” sect preachers (D. D.’s, etc.) ALL,
according to God's way of looking at it here, have
no preeminence above the beasts that. are salted down
for meat, or made into fertilizer, or driven off to the
stock yards to be slaughtered. You say this is put-
ting it down pretty hard? Well, it is just the way
the Lord has it fixed, and it will “come to pass” that
way when proud man steps up to the judgment line
without humbling himself to God and finding out he
is nothing within himself. How utterly pitiful, and
sickening to see man puff up and try to exalt himself
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before the eyes of the Infinite and Almighty God!
This refers to man seeking honor from man, and leav-
ing God out. It only elevates his animal life and puts
him on a level with the cows and horses.
—J. H. P.
00o——

Freedom From Sin

Worldliness is sin. There are some thoughts that
I would like to present under this heading since sin in
its various forms is surrounding us on all sides, as
common as nature itself. The Bible writers often re-
fer to it as “the world.” This includes not only the
grosser forms of sin, but all manner of disobedience to
God of whatsoever nature or extent. God's people
must be free from all these things. Paul wrote to the
brethren who had been quickened in Christ, “In time
past ye walked according to the course of this world.”
But Christ gave himself for our sins that he might
deliver us from this present evil world. That our
separation from the world in this sense is to be real
is shown by‘'the words of Christ, “If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own; but because ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you.” Bear in mind:
if you take your stand for God and for the whole truth
of his word, determined to be free from all worldliness,
there will be a real separation in spirit and life between
you and the worldly-minded. You will have opposition.
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.” This was realized by the first
disciples, for we have the testimony of Jesus himself.
They were free from the world. He said of them in
prayer to the Father, “I have given them thy word and
the world hath hated them because they are not of
the world even as I am not of the world.,” To us,
this means everything which partakes of the spirit

and nature of the world must be forsaken: worldly .

sentiments, worldly dress, worldly ambitions, worldly
amusements, and everything that is not in harmony
with the word of God. *“Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he th#t doeth the will of God
abideth forever.” 1 John 2:15-17. —Mrs. Roy Pruett

00—00—00—00—00

Louisiana,—Dear Saints,—Greetings in Jesus’ name.
I want to thank the Lord for what He has done for me.
He has healed me of afflictions which I have had so
long. One special one was my gums which have been
very bad for quite a while. [I'raise His dear name.
It is so wonderful to trust in one who knows all about
us and blesses us in this life. T am encouraged to go
a'l the way with the Lord and suffer for his sake.

Please remember my father and me in prayer. He
is getting up in years but is just a babe in Christ.
He is almost a yvear old but is fighting the battle for
the T.ord. And also pray for my son who once was
;aved but has gone back in sin,

Your saved sister, —Velma Wilson,
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The Way To Do It

A preacher stood watching a marblecutter, who with
chisel and hammer and a great deal of skill was changing
a stone into a statue. “Ah!” said the preacher, “I wish T
cduld deal such clanging blows on stony hearts.”” “Maybe
you could,” replied the workman, “If you worked like me,
on your knees.”
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Editorials

Brother Stover of Pomona, California, has writ-
ten to us about setting apart one day of each month
for fasting and prayer for the sick, the boys across
in the fighting zones, the boys in C. P. S. camps, and
other burdens that may be upon the saints. I think
it would be a good thing to do. I believe it would
please the Lord to set apart Thursday of the third
week of each month as a special day of fasting and
prayer. The first special fasting day will be Thurs-
day, April 19. We trust all the saints will seek the
Lord for a special burden of prayer on that day and
pray for the sick, for those in trouble, for the young
men all over the world, for enemies, for souls that
are lost in sin and other precious souls that are in
bondage in the cages and pens of men.

0—0—0—0—0—0

This is a shaking time when God is stirring
things, both in earth and in the ecclesiastical heav-
ens. Everything is pointing toward the end of time.
God is sending forth His blazing gospel to separate all
who will hear Him from the world and get them out
of Babylon, which is the sectish confusion that now
exists in the religious world. He wants to fit them
into His building in preparation for His coming. The
flaming gospel of Christ is a savor of life to a soul
or a savor of death. If you receive it, embrace it,
and follow Jesus on a white horse (Revelation 19:14,
a white horse represents the cleanness and purity of
the saints), honoring Him as “King of kings, and Lord
of Lords,” it will mean life eternal to your soul. But
if you reject the gospel and drift on with sects, di-
visions, and conform to the world, your deluded soul
will fall a prey to all the beasts and fowls (evil re-
ligious spirits) which the angel mentions in Revela-
tion 19:17; and you will be numbered with the throng
that will persecute the saints of God who are follow-
ing the Lamb of God on white horses. ’

Some are believing the blazing gospel of the eve-
ning light and are willingly taking the crucified way
with Christ, but others are turning it down, calling
it fanaticism. Thus in their efforts to preserve their
fleshly lives, they are falling a prey to the different
religious sects, and will be with that company called
“Satan,” which is the Pagan power (or dragon) named
in Revelation 20:2 that deceives Gog and Magog and
gathers the people together, in number as the sand of
the sea. Revelation 20:8. They will compass the
camp of the saints about (which in symbol is called
the City of God or Mt. Zion), then God will send fire
down from heaven and destroy them. Christ and
His white-robed followers will always be conquerors
over Satan and all of his agents. According to Peter,
the earth and all things therein will be burned up,
then the Judgment will take place.

According to the prophecies, the evening church
will have light, power, faith, and strength even as the
morning church; and the commotions and upheavels
both in the earth and in the ecclesiastical heavens are
preparing conditions for the bright shining of the
church in our very times, and most religious people
are blind to the fact. The hosts of evil are gradually
gathering themselves together undeér a cloak of re-
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ligion to war against the saints; and many will be
slain for the Word of God and others beaten, impris-
oned, deprived of property, and forbidden to gather
together for worship. The more they truly manifest
Christ and come out plainly and clearly against re-
ligious sects, worldly conformity, wholesale murder,
and other abominations of religious men, the more
they will be hated, persecuted, and slain.
0—0—0—0—0—0

Some one may think or say that he has too much
love and tenderness in his heart to injure one of God’s
saints in any way. A great many of that kind were
with the throng that crucified Jesus. They did not
do the act, but did not have enough of the Spirit and
power of God in their souls to,stand with the few
that followed the Lord. They were a prey of the
beasts and fowls (scribes and Pharisees) that were

guilty of having the Lord crucified. Those who fol- .

lowed them and were with them were partakers of
their sins just like thousands will be in these last
persecutions. That is why God in Revelation 18:2, 4,
says, “And he cried mightily with a strong voice
[God is crying mightily and with a strong voice in
these last days], saying, Babylon the great is fallen
is fallen and is become [meaning now, not some fu-
ture time] the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird. And I heard another voice from heaven
[That voice is now sounding], saying, Come out of her
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues.” God does not
want you to be a partaker of their sins, as thousands
were who crucified Jesus.

Dear friend, you cannot be neutral in this holy
war. If you do not take a firm stand against all the
evils and abominations of religious companies, and
cut loose from the world so He can fit you into His
building, you will be voluntarily going with the host
of evil religious workers which are warring against the
Lamb and His company on white horses. Oftimes
Satan works on tender consciences when they stand
against religious men that are in the wrong, and ac-
cuses them of being hard and ungodly, troubles and
bothers them, trying to get them to repent and give
way to his evil workers hidden under sheep’s clothing.
I believe that Jesus and Paul were both good examples
for us and they certainly did not spare these relig-
ious evil workers that came against them. Paul even
said that he turned some of them over to Satan for
the destruction of the flesh that the spirit might be
saved. One who is turned over to Satan will have
the puff taken out of him so he can get saved if he
has any of the fear of God.

Brethren, pray for me that God will give me
stronger language and heavier hail stones of truth
to let fall on Babylon that some precious souls may
be rescued from her ruins. Some are escaping, but
we want to see more freed from her death clutches.

0—0—0—0—0—0

Dear saints, did you ever stop to consider that
nearly all holiness people are favoring this awful war
with its whclesale murdering of God’s created beings?
If they are not actually in it and partaking of it
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in some way, they are drumming for it. Such is a
bad sign for any one who professes to follow Christ.
Paul says in Ephesians 5:30, “We are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Saints need to
have some of His bones (Lion strength) in them f6
enable them to stand steady against the evils and
wickedness of this world that is steeped in sin and
rushing on to the everlasting burnings.

Jesus Christ is symbolized in the Bible both by
a lion and a lamb. He is a Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world. Every prophet and teacher who
has allowed the Spirit of Christ to manifest itself
freely has been persecuted or slain. Paul exhorts
saints in 2 Timothy 3:12, in this manner, “Yea, and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-
secution.” Then in the next verse he warns, “But evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv-
ing and being deceived.” What heavenly warnings
we, as the saints upon whom the end of the world has
come when the devil (pagan, evil spirits) is loosed
for a little season, find in these two verses! Jesus

-always manifested the nature of a lamb when dealing

with the bodies or souls of mankind, and in defending
any self or fleshly life when being attacked by His
enemies; but when it came to defending the truth and
resisting the devil, casting out evil spirits, healing
the sick, lifting up the fallen, and exposing false
prophets and evil warkers, He was a lion in strength.
We read in Revelation 5:5 that He was the Lion of
the tribe of Juda, and He prevailed to open the book
and break the seven seals. The only way the BOOK
can be opened to our understanding today is for us to
be born again of the Spirit and life of Christ. Then
Christ will open the truth to our understanding, for
in strength and power He is a lion.

Our weak-kneed and spineless preachers of today
who have a sugar-coated gospel to give to the people,
may accuse Him of injuring weak souls when He was
laying bare, by the truth, the evil and unrighteous-
ness of the scribes and Pharisees whom nearly all
the people respected as religious leaders; but far from
it. He was only showing the people the sinfulness of
their leaders so they could escape their bondage and
He could make them free. He was nol breaking the
bruised reed nor quenching the smoking flax, but was
sending forth judgment unto victory, giving them
a chance to see their way out to become strong in
the Lord. He was looking after their souls’ interests.

The true doctrines of the Bible might be truthful-
ly termed the backbone of the saints in light, and will
hold the whole body together. Without them, saved
souls will become scattered into all the man-made
churches and will soon starve to death and become
helpless to get out of the muck; and in this, the
last day of the last days, they will find themselves
with the religious throng that cries, “Crucify him,
crucify him and loose Barabbas.” Barabbas repre-
sents the self life and worldly conformity. There is
no way to lift up Christ to the people in a greater
measure and manner than to properly teach the true
church which is the Body of Christ in the world. If
the true and definite Bible truths are faithfully taught
on this subject, honest, God-fearing souls will believe,
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see, and loosen from all religious rubbish and flow in-
to the one Body of Christ, and will take their places
in the body and begin to function in their appointed
places to the glory of God and the upbuilding of His
kingdom among men. The ways of God are far too
simple and heavenly for the conceited wisdom of this
religious world. The deeper teachings of the Word
that will lead them into the crucified way, they brand
as fanatic, and thereby preserve the self life which will
cause them to lose eternal life.
0—0—0—0—0—0

In the January issue we printed an article en-
titled, “A Startling Vision of Judgment.” The saints
liked the article and sent so many orders for that
paper that our supply was exhausted, and still they
called for it. We printed the article in tract form so
any one who wants it can send and get it.

Anyone who desires a sample of tracts may send
for them and they will be mailed free of charge.
Passing out tracts is a good way to get the gospel to
men and women. Send and get some tracts and pass
them out and in this way do something for the Lord
and precious souls.

CAMP MEETING NOTICE

Hammond, Louisiana, Campmeeting is to be held from

June 29 to July 8 inclusive. Particulars later.
0—0—0—0—0—0
NOTICE

Saints who have made tea towels, aprons, quilts,
straw ticks, ete. for the Monark Springs, Missouri, camp-
meeting, please mail them to James E. Morris, Monark
Springs Campground, Route 3, Neosho, Missouri. Sis-
ter Barton will send money to pay postage on packages
‘of "things sent for campmeeting use, to anyone who will
write to her requesting it.

Send offerings for the meeting to Brother Law-
rence Pruitt, 1005 West Mansur, Guthrie, Oklahoma, or to
Iirother Sam Larton, Route 8, Box 119, ‘I'ulsa, 15, Okla.

Obituaries

In Reform, Alabama, the year of 1890, Mr. and Mrs.
Ligons were the proud parents of a baby girl, whom they
named Sarah. She was a kind, loving, even-tempered
child, always willing to do when called on.

She confessed a hope in Christ at the age of 16, was
baptized in Reform, Alabama, and lived a Christian life
until God summoned her to the Great Beyond.

She was united in matrimony in 1909 to Mr.
Richardson. To this union four children were born.

They moved to Oklahoma in 1916, near Okemah, Okla-
homa. After several years they moved back to Alabama.
They returned to Oklahoma again in 1940, and settled in
Hoffman, where Sister Dan Richardson departed this life,
February 5, 1945, at 5:00 a.m. She leaves to mourn, her
husband, and three children, a son in the armed forces
stationed over seas in Burma, China, three grandchildren,
five brothers, six sisters, and a host of other relatives.

After each storm comes sunshine,

After the darkness light,
After the winter’s dreary cold,

Come blossoms fair and white.
Surely it is God’s wisdom

That after an aching heart,
There shall be life eternal

Where loved ones never part.

Dan
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Funeral services were conducted February 13, at

Hoffman, Oklahoma by Brother Manley Spears. Text:
2 Kings 20:1-7.

00—00—0V—0U—00

Sister Donnie Bell Jones was born December 12, 1910,
at Hanna, Oklahoma. She confessed a hope in Chrlst early
in her life. She was united in marriage to Arthur Clemons
April 15, 1981. To this ‘union eight children were born,
four of which preceded her in death. They moved to Cal-
ifornia in 1942 and the last part of her life was spent
near Bakersfield where she heard the truth preached in
its fullness by the ministers of the Church of God. She
gladly accepted and lived true to the end.

She departed this life February 26, 1945 at the age
of thirty-four years, two months, and fourteen days. She
leaves a husband, four children, mother, three brothers,
one sister, and other relatives.

We sorrow not as those who have no hope.

The funeral service was conducted by Brother Isaac
Chandler who used Hebrews 9:27 as the text.

—PFrancis Blackwell

oo

A Message 1o Ail in Trouble

Dear friends who are sad and troubled, I desire to tell
you about One who can help you, regardless of where
you are or who you are, or whatever your sin or sorrow may
be. You may feel forsaken and cast down and that no one
cares; you may be deep in sin; or you may have trouble
that no earthly friend could help you bear, and that you

would not care to tell to human cars; but there is One

who knows, who cares, who loves you, and who came to
heal the broken hearted (Luke 4:18). This One suf-
fered for you that you may be free—free from your sins
and your burdens. His invitation to you is, “Come unto
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give
you rest.” Yes, there is rest and peace in Jesus that can
not be found in earthly pleasure. 't here’s no place in this
world so dark but that the love and light of Jesus can
shine there and comfort you. You may be now in the
prison of sin or a prison of stone walls, but the Lord can
deliver you. Read Isaiah 42:7. e can save and bless you.

If you desire to find Him, call upon Him earnestly,
confess your sins to Him and turn from them and He will
forgive you; desire His love in your heart more than you
desire, anything else and He will save your soul.

Dear ones, do not put off your soul’s salvation. Pre-
pare to meet God in peace while you have the opportunity.

Perhaps some soldier who is far from home and loved
ones may read this. If so, remember you, too, can have
Jesus. There is no place so far away or so dark that Je-
sus cannot -sée. He has wonderful ways of deliverance
for those who look to Him. He can save from the power
of the sword and save lives. He is the best and greatest
friend that anyone can have. -—Mrs. Becky Barnes

oOo
Ask Largelys; Give Largely

Our children come running in and ask of us many
things. They come expecting us to give them the
things they ask for. They are not afraid either, but
come boldly—asking. We look out upon the great
world, God’s harvest field. He is our Father. He calls
us to work in His field. He tells us to lift up our eyes—
“Behold the fields.” We look at the greatness and
the need there. We cry out, “Oh Lord, where shall
we-go; where shall we start?” He tells us there is

KJ
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work at our very door. Not only the ones next door,
but also adjoining countries, lands (seeming to us a-
far).

“Behold the fields. Go ye!” He says. Then let
us as His children ask Him to lead us, guide us, give
us all our needs. What do we need? We give Him
ourselves, then He promises to provide all our needs.
We are to ask, ask largely to be used for His glory.
He wants His ministers to preach giving. God calls
His laborers; He also calls givers. Let the saints
give liberally and wisely, not grudgingly. Many of
God’s laborers have families. They need cur finan-
cial support. I know of places where they think God’s
minister’s ought to work with their hands to support
themselves. We see the results. There are excep-
tions, but let us loose the “oxen that treadeth out the
corn.” We ask everywhere for Holy Spirit-filled men
and women to come and preach. We want the Gos-
pel preached and taught here and away across the
seas in heathen fields where souls are perishing. We
want laborers over there too. Those that are not
called to go can pray and give of their zold and sil-
ver and stand back of the workers. Then the publish-
ing works, all need help. There are many places the
Lord’s money needs to go. Ask largely, give largely;
pray earnestly, seek often our Lord in prayer. Oh the
power of prayer! How comforting to know we can
come to our heavenly Father asking Him for all we
need and He will supply. May we all bé up“and doing
as God calls, gives, and sends. When we are all given
to Him, we will give freely, as freely as we have re-
ceived. —Jessie Holloman

0-—0—0—0—0—F0

Indiana—Dear Brother Pruitt—God bless you. This
the 23rd of February, 1945, I feel like telling something
of the goodness of God to me, at this very needy time.
After the trials, temptations, and burdens of last night,
this morning in early secret prayer, the sweet Holy Spirit
helped me to penetrate the heavens and receive much en-
couragement. There is nothing to be found that can com-
fort one's heart as the Holy Spirit of God. He also
brought much encouragement and strength by part of a
song He suggested to me and He is blessing all the day. y
The song is this: “Walking in sunlight all of my jour-
ney, Over the mountain, through the deep vale, Jesus has
said; I’ll never forsake thee, Promise divine that never
can fail,” etc. O glory to Jesus! The suggestion of this
beautiful song by the precious Holy Ghost began the un-
vailing of a stream of truth that is still unfolding itself
and filling my heart with comfort at 5 o’clock this eve-
ning! Truly this song let the sounding live down deep
in my heart as I so keenly realized I have been for quite
a time, going “over the mountains” and “through the deep
vale.” And yet, while it is any thing but pleasant (Heb.
12:11), yet it is a blessed fact we can at the same time
be “walking in sunlight”’—the sunlight of His word—and
heavenly sunlight it is. Then what a consolation the con-
cluding lines: “Jesus has said, I’ll never forsake thee;
Promise divine that never can fail.” What a consolation
to know we can actually walk in sunlight—the sunlight
of God’s word—all of our journey, though we walk in
trouble. Praise our God. Truly God has been so good to
unworthy me.

I shall tell of one case, six or eight weeks ago. Aft-
er having to care for wife night and day, I had quite
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a cold and had expectorated considerable blood. One
night, daughter Esther was helping me a while with her.
I was spitting more blood than ever, that night, and spoke
to Esther of it. She said, “You had better go to bed or
you will see what you'll have.” Right then, the conviction
seized me to stay right with wife and see that she was
taken care of regarvdless of myself. From that hour, I've
spit no more blood. Oh, how much we owe the Lord for His
goodness to us. —J. H. Pierson

0—0—0—0—0—0

Louisiana,— Dear Saints everywhere,— Greetings in
the dear name of Jesus. I am praising the good Lord
for all He means to me. Truly He has wonderfully

lessed and helped me aad I give him all the praise and
honor.

I feel led to tell of my experience since last camp-
meeting at Hammond, La. Perhaps some of you have
read and remember the tract that I had published en-
ritled, “Warning to Young Pecple,” and you know how
1 founi myself away from God, having two living hus-
bands, 1 found it quite difficult to please the Lord until
I was willing to give up Sam (the last man I married)
who was in the army and over seas at the time the Lord
spoke to me abcut this matter. Since he was away, it
was inuch easier for me to say I could give him up
than it would have been had I been living with him at
that time, and in my heart I thought I would never
live with him again. DBut Sam returned from over
seas July 15, 1944 and I knew nothing of his coming
until I saw him. Then the problem of giving him up
became real to me. Of course, I loved him with all
my heart and it seemed to me that I couldn’t resist
kim. 1 was miserable, but went on with him wonder-
ing how I coull tell him about it and how he would
take it; and was he going to understand? Well, that
night T did tell him, but he didn’t understand. He
thought I was foolish, though he didn't seem to be
very much surprised either. I did not leave him then.
We spent about rwo weeks together and I was so bur-
dened I aske:d him to take me home, which he finally
consented to lo. That was the first day of August.
We were apart all the mceuth of August, but he wrote
letters wanting to come back, and did come the last of
August, We were together, off and on, from then until
the first day of March. "o begin with, he was displeas-
ed with the way I dressed and persuaded me little by
little to dress to please him until at last I found my-
celf in sin, wershiping Sam instead of God.

But after all I had done, Sam still seemed to be
unhappy and 1 was very miserable myself. I would
try to pray, but all I could say was, “Dear Lord, have
mercy on me and spare me until 1 can see what I can
do.” I knew I was not pleasing God; but, praise His
dear name, He never did stop talking to my heart, and
1 am so thankful. How can I ever praise Him enough
fur his mercy unto me? Truly, it was not the dear
Lord’s will for Sam and me to live together. I could
only ask Him to work it out some way for me because
I was helpless and could «do nothing of myself. I knew
I couldn’t serve Him and live with Sam even though
I did 1ry, but I hated to leave Sam knowing how much
he had seemed to love me. It seemed to me that would
hurt him too much. I had asked the saints to pray for
me,

I must say that I was surprised the way the Lord
worked. Our love for each other was not any more

the same and finally Sam as good as told me that he
. did not love me any more and thought it best that we
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part, even though all this time I had been doing every-
thing I could to please him.

I know the dear Lord loves me and He has done so
much for me. I wunt to serve Him all the rest of my
life and do all T can to help others to live for him. I
have spent most of the day today in my room alone
reading the Bible and tracts and praying to my dear
Lord for forgiveness. I felt His presence with me and
know He did forgive me and take me back to His fold.
Praise His name! By His help and grace I mean to
stay true, press on, and fight the good fight of faith.
I have a stronger determination than ever and I need
the 1rue saints’ prayers that nothing else will ever be
a stumbling block in the way.

Oh! how T do long to be with the dear saints! TI'll
be so happy when campmeeting time comes again. I
play to attend every one possible. I am now working
in Baton Rouge, but don't know how long the Lord
will see fit for me to stay here. I am willing to go
anywhere, do anything, or fill any place the Lord would
have me to. My adidress now is 155 Royal St., Baton
Rouge, La. If any of the saints feel led to write to
me, I shall be glad to hear from them.

I desire the prayers of the saints that the Lord
will help me to bring my little girl up in His fear and
grant that I shall be able to get a job that will enable
me tc have her with me. Should the Lord have a job
for me, I am ready to go. He has done so much for me.
Praise the Lord!

Your sister in Christ,

o—0—00—0—0

West Virginia—Dear Brothers and Sisters,—Greet-
ings in Jesus’' dear name. The last time I wrote, you
sent me a book on the New Testament Church. Oh, it was
so rich and food for my soul. I believe in the church of
God where the saints stood thirty-five years ago.

I have been saved thirty-six years and have stood true
to God. I have trusted God all these many years for the
healing of my body. He healed me many times. One time
He healed me of blood poisoning. Praise God for His
goodness to me,

Pray for my husband and family. They are all un-
saved. T have four boys and one girl.

—Gladys Cashio

—Georgiana Sayre -

N—N—r—O—O—N—n

Louisiana—Greetings to the saints everywhere.—The
Lord, T feel, has moved upon my heart to give this testi¢
monv to the glorv of God.

I was converted at an early age of my life, was rear-
ed in my grandparents home. Thev were devout Baptists.

Naturally when T was saved I staved in the Baptist
church and went on in this church well satisfied until a-
bout ten vears later, then the Lord began to talk to my
heart and told me he wanted me to “Come out of her.”
Revelation 18:4. T was reluctant at first, not knowing
what to do or which way to turn; but after several months
of praying and meditating, I came out.

The Bantist Church of which I was a charter member,
asked that I get up publicly and ask for my letter and
give my reason for doing so, and when I did, the glory of
God seemed to roll over my soul till T could hardly keep
from shouting. Of course my people, all belonging to this
sect, persecuted me bevond expression; but the Lord had
mercy and compassion and one by one He led them out.
The Lord led me right where T am now (bear that in
mind). Of course T didn’t know where T was, but knew
I was free to worship God as it pleased Him.

While in this condition, a Gospel Trumpet minister
came along and told me that I was with them, and took
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the scriptures and showed me the beautiful Church of God.

Not long after, I began to work with them. I began
to backslide, living up and down; but thanks be to God, 1
was humble, hungry for God and eager to please Him,
?}n?i as soon as I saw my condition, I would come back to

od.

Back to my conversion, I’d like to briefly tell how it
happened. I was taught only that if I lived a clean moral
life and joined the church, I was a fit subject for heav-
en; but there was a hungering surpassing all my teachings
for real salvation, and God worked with me. I sought
Him day after day for a year; praying till my knee caps
were so sore that I could not kneel, and then prayed all
night and God sweetly saved my soul.

I lived a consecrated life and led people to God until
I began to backslide or joined the Gospel Trumpet people,
and lost out to some extent.

I heard much teaching on sanctification, but saw such
a little of it lived until I began to claim that I was sanc-
tified, reasoning with myself that I was converted dur-
ing the year I prayed, and sanctified the night that I pray-
ed all night. Well, of course, you can imagine what a
condition I got in, thinking I was sanctified and when I
would sin, I would go to God and ask for forgiveness and
think I was re-sanctified.

I went on in this deception until March 31, 1941, when
God convicted me of my need of the Holy Spirit. I called
mightily upon God and He filled my soul with His Spirit.
From that time on, or after the Lord called me into the
ministry, I saw such a tremendous task before the minis-
ters to get the church sanctified. I do feel like God used
me to a little extent any way, even though T was branded
as fanatical always.

As time passed, I became more dissatisfied with the
system that I was in, but did not know how to remedy
the situation. The longer I remained with them, the more
dissatisfied I was. I lost the desire to give the tracts out,
and lost interest in the “Gospel Trumpet,” so I was at a
loss to know what to do.

The last episode that I recall was when I attended the
Midwest Ministerial Assembly held in Kansas city, Mo.
When I saw the speaker who belonged to some sect, I was
heart sick. Of course. T heard fine lectures, but I was
hungry for spiritual things and felt so disappointed, I
just left and came home before it closed.

God kept dealing with me and talked to my heart and
told me to accept the whole truth, the real Church of God,
or else He would remove the candle stick out of his place
(Revelation 2:5). I was so hungry for the truth and all
God’s fulness, I immediately yvielded to God and again the
glory of God flooded my soul. This was about December
15, 1944. I attended the saint’s meeting in Guthrie and
found I at last was at home, home with God’'s people.

Pray much for me that I may go forward and lead
many souls to God and out of sectism.

Yours in Christ, Beulah Sneed Carter

o0-—0—0—0—0—=0

Texas—Dear Brother Pruitt.—Holy greetings in Je-
sus’ dear name. I have enjoyed the paper, “Faith and Vie-
tory.” This is a wonderful name for the paper because
we surely must have faith if we expect victory. Praise
the Lord’s name.

T request the saints evervwhere to pray that the Lord
will heal my body of the affliction upon it. Some say it
is high blood pressure. Whatever the trouble is, God
knows.

I gain strength from reading the saints’ testimonies.

—Mary E Bly
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Young People’s Section

The Love Of Jesus

I cannot express the rapture,
But I know that I am blest,
With the precious love of Jesus,
Which I feel within my breast.

The paths of sin I wandered,

And could find no rest of soul,
Until I came to Jesus,

Who has made me pure and whole.

He bade the sin clouds roll away,
And in their place He sent

A blessedness and perfect light,
A hope and sweet content.

How gracious, kind, and mighty,
Is this loving God I serve
Who gives me peace and gladness,

Much more than I deserved.

How joyful kind, and peaceful
Is the love I feel within;
For I know that God is with me,
And has saved my soul from sin.
—Alice Elizabeth Hall

oga
A Message to Young People

I feel like writing a few lines to our young people,
especially those who are going to school and are living
for the Lord. Quite a number of our young people re-
cently ot saved at our Los Angeles Assembly Meet-
ing and at other Assembly Meetings. We do praise
the Lord for them. Now they have returned to school
and I know they are being tried and tested as they
live for the Lord and measure up to the Word of God.
God’s people will be tried. James 1:12.

T am sure each one of you made a decision to
live for God, regardless of what would come and by
having that settled and a deep determination to live
for God in your heart, you have won the greatest bat-
tle. You have decided it is better to please God than
to please your fleshly desires; you have decided to
live according to God’'s Word to the best of your
knowledge and walk in the light as God shines it on
your path. This is what it will take to be able to
stand.

First, we want to point you to Jesus’ words,
“Watch and pray lest ye enter into temptation.” Matt.
26:41, It takes much praying and watching. Watch
that the devil doesn’'t trap you in some way. One
thing the devil will work the most diligently on is to
persuade you to be a little reluctant through fear of
shame to admit you are a Christian. He will try unre-
lentingly at timidity too, or along the line of admitting

that you feel a Christian should not be worldly in ac-
tions, dress, or especially in places you attend or go.
If he can force you in this condition, he will crush
the very life out of you making you feel so uncom-
fortable at school where you are with others. Jesus
said, “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful genera-
tion, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.” Mark 8:38.

It is not wise to go to school and tell every one
they are no good and are on the road to hell. They
probably know that; brt when the right opportunity a-
rises, or you are askeu why you live in such a manner,
then you can be courageous and bold to speak
your true convictions on the subject. If you don't, the
devil will accuse you and others won’t know where
you stand and Jesus will not be lifted up. Study God’s
Word so you can answer them freely and with assur-
ance.

The Lord kept me saved while I was going to
high school. My experience wasn’t as bright as it
could have been at times, but I was always ready to
stand up for the way the Bible teaches us to live.

Some would say to me, “Why do you believe like
you do? It surely is queer.” I would answer them, “I
want to live according to the way the Bible teaches,
the best I know how, as we are to be judged in the
Judgment Day by it” or “Our pilgrim fathers came
to America because they wanted to worship God by
following the dictates of their cqnscience, not having
that privilege in the countries they left. And, too,
the United States gives us religious freedom” or some-
thing to that effect. There could be no arguments
to ‘these answers, as they could see we have a right,
each one, to live as we feel hest.

I remember answering some girls who had ask-
ed about my going to picture shows—as they had
said they were good pictures—that a picture show,
even though considered good, could be compared to a
can of garbage. It contains both good and bad food,
but who wants to fish and scrap around finding the
good and after finding it see it all coated and soaked.
with the offensive bad? You are sure to pull out some
of the bad getting at the good. Tt is much, much bet-
ter to stay away from it all, lest you find some of
the mess clinging to you. :

They asked why my hair was long. I told them
the Bible explains it is a shame to have short hair.
This is found in 1 Corinthians 11.

I never listened to the impure, shady stories they
wanted to tell. God made all things pure and clean,
People are the ones who have tried making them im-
pure. The girls who knew me soon found out that I
didn't approve of nor care to listen to such, and they
never tried to tell me any. They respected me enough
that many times they would stop other ones from tell-
ing the lewd, licentious stories in my presence. How-
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ever, if they didn’t, I would tell them and walk away
until they had finished. God wants us to have pure,
chaste minds.

In John 17:15, we read where Jesus prayed, “I
pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the
evil.” Praise the Lord, He is able to do just that.

When 1 graduated from high school, there were
only two girls who had long hair and I was the only
one who had long sleeves out of a large class. Our
dress was formal—we girls wearing gowns of ankle
length. I was as happy as the other girls that night.
People I didn’t know came to me and extended their
congratulations and some told me how they admired
me for my courage in dressing as I did. God is the
only one who caused me to feel all right in my heart
about it all.

I have related these few things as an encourage-
ment to our young people who are living for God as
they go to school and to those who long to be saved,
yet fear the price too great. Come to Jesus and He truly
will help you and give you the grace you need in ev-
ery trial and temptation.

God can keep all of you boys saved as you go to
school, also. My brother, Lawrence, left Junior High
as I entered and left High School as I entered, and the
Lord kept him saved and even on through the years
he attended college. Be encouraged, God can do the
same for you.

—Mrs. A. Marie Miles

Oklahoma—Dear Brother and Sister Pruitt and co-
workers,—Greetings of love in Jesus’ precious name. The
Lord is wonderfully blessing us in making our journey
to that Home awaiting us in Glory Land. Truly I feel
like thanking the Lord for all He has done for me. Today
there is nothing I'd rather do than serve the dear Lord.
He has done much for me and I can not praise Him
enough for it. In school He is my guide, at work my guard-
ian, and going to and from school and work, He is my pro-
tector. I am sure I could not tell the many times
He has helped me through my trials and temptations, be-
cause when 1 try, He will have blessed me so many
times that when I think I have finished, I will have to be-
gin over again,

I noticed in the last issue of the “Faith and Victory”
that the second appeal has been made for bedding, aprons,
tea towels, and such for the campmeetings. I am glad to
hear how the Lord is blessing for this purpose. I would
like to suggest to the young people that we might each
make an apron, and perhaps a tea towel or two a piece.

Let us each one look to the Lord and inquire what
He would have us do. Those who may not like to help
in this way might prefer to send silverware, granite
plates, and cups, etc. Some of us are working and I'm
sure if we spend part of our money this way, the Lord
will surely bless. Remember dear young saints, it is
more blessed to give than receive. And how many of us
do not like to receive His rich blessings and His great
healing power, the grace and strength He gives us to live
day by day. God, too, loveth a cheerful giver. I want
Him to love me, don’t you? We, the young folks, will
have to learn to carry this on as well as preaching, pray-
ing, singing, and praying for the sick. Let us all do
some little something.

Remember me in your prayers.

Your little sister in Christ,

Twila Benson
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Oregon—Dear Brother Pruitt and the dear saints,—I
will try to write you dear saints another letter. I read
the tracts that you sent and surely did enjoy them. They
were food to my soul and when a child of God finds things
that is food to his soul, he just keeps reading it and drink-
ing it in.

I can still testify that the Lord is still good to me.
1t is surely good to see how the saints are on the move for
the Lord. We have been having some wonderful meet-
ings here of late and I am surely thanking the Lord that
He is stirring His people. A few years ago there were
no meetings here in Oregon, and uow the dear Lord has
raised up three congregations at different places. The
Lord is gleanizg out the few who have honest hearts.

I received a letter from California the other day tell-
ing of the good meeting that they were having, and how
the saints were rejoicing. It did my heart so much good
to hear that the saints were growing.

There are several in the congregation here that have
severe colds. Will you pleasesremember them in your
prayers?

Your sister in Christ,

CORRESPONDENCE

Missouri,—Dear Saints,—Greetings in the dear name
of Jesus. I am still in the fight against sin in every form.
I look out irr the world and see so much going on that is
not of God. It makes my heart ache to see so many church
people walking in darkness and not in the light of Jesus.

I believe in living by every word that cometh out of
the mouth of our God, and to keep all (not merely a part)
of the coiumandments of God.

I surely like the *“Faith and Victory” paper, and when
it comes to my home, I sit down and read all the testi-
monies the first thing, which is much help to my soul. 1
like all the writings that are in the paper.

I sent and received seven books on “How to lee a
Holy Life’ by C. E. Orr. Isurely enjoy reading the book.
It gives such good advice on the things of the holy life.
I have given out most of the seven books to others to
read. God bless those that read it.

Brethren, pray that I may fight the fight of faith to
the end and win some soul to Christ. Amen.

Your brother in Christ, I. L. Turner

0—0—00—0—0

Illinois—Dear saints—Let us pray for peace in the
land, for the ravages of war have caused many hearts to
be broken and many tears to be shed. This war has hurl-
ed millions of souls into eternity unprepared to meet God.

This would surely be a different world if the members
of the human family would abide by the Golden Rule,
which says, “As ye would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them.” Unless they do awaken to the need
of living more unselfishly and living according to the in-
structions of this rule, there can never be peace; it mat-
ters not how many leagues of nations or armistices are
signed.

I surely hope the saints will pray earnestly for peace.

—Wylie Glass

—DMarie Busch

o—0—0—0—0—0

Alabama—Dear Brother and Sister Pruitt,—Greetings
in the precious name of Jesus. I have been talking with
the Lord about many things. I thank Him for the “Faith
and Victory” literature. I receive so much consolation
from it. While I was reading the editorials in the Febru-
ary issue, I noticed that you said that the Spirit can not
gather those who are more or less of the world. - It is
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those who loosen from the world entirely, that the Spirit
can gather into one. This is my personal experience,
bless His name forever. I praise the Lord for being sep-
arated from the world and all men organizations. God has
set me in the church, the one body of Christ. My heart
goes out for all who name the name of Christ, that they
will be erucified to the world and risen with Christ.

God’s blessings are upon His people.

Pray for us. A sister in Christ, Viola Lowla

0—0—0—0—0—0

Oregon—My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,—
Greetings in the precious name of Jesus. I am so glad
to report victory over the opposing power of the enemy.
1 am et saved a.d pressing on in Jesus' dear name; and
the Lord has so wonderfully healed me in my body.
Praise His dear name forever. He has said in His word,
“He that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit.,” I am so glad to be in this way.
Praise His holy name. :

Now Lrethren, I commend you to God and to the word
of His grace which is able to build you up and give you an
inheritance among all of them which are sanctified.

Yours in Christ, —-Callie B. Owens

0—0—0—0—0—0

Michigan—Dear Brother and Sister Pruitt,—I am in-
deed glad to write a word for Jesus. I have read your
“Faith and Victory” paper and I enjoyed reading it very
much. It gives me courage to see how the people from all
over the U. S. A. are standing up for Christ. May I say,
“Fight on, dear Christian soldiers, this battle will soon be
ended.” This old world is reeling now, the end is near
at hand.

Saints, I need your prayers. I want to be strong in
the Lord; I want to live the pure and sanctified life.
rray for e that I may forever look forward to Christ
that 1 will live the life that He is calling for in these last
days. I want to be one in the number when He says,
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

Yours in Christ, Jessie M. Alexander

0—0—0—0—0—0

Michigan—Dear Brother and Sister Pruitt,—I did
not tell you in my other letter how God healed me of T. B,
gall-stones, gravel stoncs, tumer, cancer which was* all
through me, and typhoid fever. I desire to do all I can
to help others to get healed.

1 like your little paper, “Faith and Victory.” I like
the stand you take against the ridiculous way some of the
professed saints dress and help to carry on the work right
on the platform with their anklets and short skirts above
the knee, and the minister upholds them. That is what
I call the nominal church, the church in name only. May
God help us to cry out against sin instead of compromis-
ing. We nmust clean out and clear the way for the good.

May God bless you and keep you in the Bible line.

Mrs. W. E. Berryhill
0—0—0—0—0—0

Texas—Dear saints,—I am thanking my Jesus for
everything. He is my doctor in illness, and He is my com-
panion when lonely. I am happy to know that Jesus is
n. res;:ecter of persons, Lut deals with all the same. Flesh
and blood cannot enter the kingdom. We must have pure
and undefiled religion. Only the pure in heart shall see
Cod (Matt. 5:8), Jesus said, “Ye arc the salt of the earth.”
I know I am salt and that I have not lost the savor. I un-
loaded the world and now I am teaching others to do like-
wise.

I have been suffering with head and chest colds for
about three months. It seems to have settled in my back,
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but I am not wavering nor doubting. I am willingly suf-
Tering. Some ask why I do not go to a doctor. I tell
them that I have a doctor who can cure all. When Satan
tempts me, 1 begin prayer meeting alone. I say, “Lord,
this is your body and you know just how much to put on
it, or what it can bear; and if it be Thy will for your body
to suffer, Thy will be done, not mine.” I am thanking
Him for this victory. DPlease pray for my spiritual con-
dition and for my physical body. Also, I am asking for
special prayer for my five children whose spiritual eyes
are dark, causing the whole body to be full of darkness.

The whole world needs to unload, every man and
woman his own sins. Then they could see plainly and the
war would cease. It is sad the way they are letting the
devil fool them. They are wise in the knowledge of this
world, but ignorant of God’s ways. In this city they are
making many things to kill their cnemies. Jesus tells us
to love them. 1 prayerfully study the holy Word and
when the Spirit tells me to speak, I speak regardless.
So far they have dropped their heads and acknowledged
that I am right. They tell me if all were like me we would
be having peace. Man cannot cleanse his way if he does
not take heed to the Word of God. See Psa. 119:9.

Your sister in Christ, Elnora Washington

0—0—0—0—0—0

Oklahoma—Dear Brother and Sister Pruitt,—I1 re-
ceived my first “Faith and Victory” paper. 1 exajoyed
it very much. It filled my soul with joy to read how the
Lord does wonders.

I want to thank all the saints every where for pray-
ing ror me. I am now much better and will soon be able
to walk again. Praise His holy name! I have been in bed
for a month now, but can sit up a little and I am getting
stronger every day. .

1 have read your book, “God’s Gracious Dealings.”
1 do wish every one could read %. It made me want to
read more of your writings. That is why I ordered the
“Faith and Victory” paper and will continue to read it.

Yours in Christ, Mrs. Emery Fleshman

0—(—0—0—0—0

Kansas—Dear ones at the print shop and saints scat-
tered abroad,—Grcetings in the name of Jesus. I truly
thank God for what He'is to me today. I am happy in
the Lord and running up this shining way. [ was at the
assembly meeling in Guthrie, Oklahoma, and truly my
soul did feast from Father’s table. I was stirred before
I went, but after I went it seemed like I had just got saved,
and I have been rejoicing in the God of my salvation. He
has done so many things for me since I returned home, 1
shall never cease to praise Him. He has come to my res-
cue in sickness and has made ways for me where there
didn’t seem to be any way. I can truly say, “The Lord is my
helper, and 1 will not fear what man can do unto me.” I
am still looking to Him to work out some problems for
me. Those who know the worth of prayer, please pray
earnestly for me. The dear Lord is truly sanctifying unto
me my deepest distress. I am redzeming the time as we
were instructed to do in a message that went forth at the
assembly meeting on the subject of “Time.”

Your sister in one body,

0—0—0—0—0—0

California—Dear Saints,—Heavenly greetings. Today
finds us rejoicing in the wonderful salvation of God in
our souls, praising Him for His wonderful love and care
for us. He is our all and in all. He fills our hearts with
His lo'ec and grace, and we have a “press on” in our
souls that will not give down to the imposing element of
the satanic powers that come against the children of God.

Two weeks ago we had the privilege of spending

Laura Nichols
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a few days with the saints of God at Bakersfield where
Brother I. C. Chandler is pastoring. The Lord is bless-
ing the work at that place. While there we had meet-
ing each night and two souls were added to their number
which made all of us to rejoice. Before going, my wife
had quite a nervous attack and her right arm shook al-
most as one with the palsy. We sent a request for
prayer to several congregations and the Lord wonder-
fully touched her body. We give His name the praise for
it all.

At different times He has so wonderfully touched
our bodies that we are much encouraged to continue on
in His service. We ask the prayers of the children of
God that we ever be true to Him and lift Him up by liv-
ing His word each day.

Your brother and sister saved today by Power Divine,
pressinz on, T. T. and Anna B. Holden
0—0—0—0—0—0-

South Carolina—Dear saints of God,—I want to tell
you through “Faith and Victory” that since I asked you
to prav for me. I am much better. I have receiverl cuite
a numb-r of letters and cards from those who agreed to
especially pray for me. 1 appreciate every one, and if
there is one I have not answered, please just consider it
a mistake for I haven’t intentionally overlooked any.

One or 1wo have asked if I take any medicine. No, I
have not taken any medicine in over two years, and have
ot along so much betrer since I guit the medicine and
doctors. 1 thank every one for their prayers and interest,
and I want every one to keep praying earnestly for me
‘hat the denr Lord make me well to His glory. One
brother or sister (I don’t know who, for there was no name
signed) sent me a letter and an offering of five dollars.
I conld not write them fer T don’t know who they were.
T surelv do thank them. Two or three others sent me some.
I certainly am thankful. Mother and T have no income
at all except as the Lord provides for us. We get a lit-
tle from the Public Welfare, but things cost so much
now, it does 't go very far. 1 just want to thank every
one, aud please pray earnestly for me.

Some asked what my trouble is. I got my back
hroken in two places in a car wreck, and am paralvzed
frem my lower hips dewn., T want vou to pray for me to
have great faith. I know there is nothing imvossible with
God, for He performed an oweration himself when He put
Adam to sleep and took a rib out of his side to make him
an help-meet. So He can make me whole again if I can
gather up faith and put it to work. Pray much for me.

Yours for more faith and healing, Bruce F. Jones

0—0—0—0—0

Oreron—Dear brother and sister Pruitt,—T am so
thankful T can report to you dear ones that the dear Lord
still keens me saved and encouraged to press on to the
end of the way. Trioly the Lord is precious to my soul
and [ am enjoying living for Him, for He keeps me by His
mighty power. I'raise His dear name!

We have been having some good little prayer meet-
ings and some wonderful Sunday School lessons, too. We
are few in number but the dear Lord surely blesses and
encourages us all to keen moving along for the dear Lord.
How 1 do praise the dear Lord for His presence with us
at all times.

The sisters in this little flock have all been busy get-
ting our dish towels and auilts, also straw ticks ready
for the Monark Snrings. Missouri, camomeeting; and
we have them about readv. 1 have enioyed so much doing
that. Even though we can't be there, I am iust so thank-
ful I can do it for those that can be there. The Lord
says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
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of these my brethren, ye¢ have done it unto me.” DPraise
His dear name this morning for salvation. May the dear
Lord bless and keep you all in His way is our daily prayer.

Your sister in the Lord, Mrs. John Gilbirds

0—0—0—0—0

Michigan—My dear Brother Pruitt,—Greetings to
all and thanksgiving unto our God for His unspeakable
gift. Prajse Him! We are made to rejoice on account
of His holy presence in our inner being. Oh, I can not
tell it; it is so wonderful! May His richest blessings be
yours, and His guidance to direct you in whatsoever He
would have you do—and be sure to do it. It has been some
time sinee I wrote to you. I have been to quite an expence
and did not have an offering to send you, but I am glad
that I have it this morning, and may you use it as the
Lord directs. May the Lord bless all you dear saints
there at the shop. Remember us in prayer.

Your brother, W. T. S. Maurer

0—0—0—0—0

Missouri—Dear readers of “Faith and Vietory.”—
It has been some time since I sent my testimony. I am
still saved and all on the altar for the Lord. I truly thank
Him for salvation and the many blessings He bestows up-
on me. Remember me in your prayers and remember my
children. They are not Christians. I want to live a life
so the world will know I have been true to my blessed
Lord, a light unto the world, and a witness for Him. It
seems as the world is in such a turmoil, we have many
things to put on our prayer list: the rulers of our country
and other nations, the boys who are in great perils on
the battlefields, and precious souls that are without Christ,

May the dear Lord richly bless you and strengthen
you all, is my earnest prayer.

Your sister in Christ,

PRAYER REQUESTS

Hattie Munden

Illinois—Dear saints of God,—I was given one of
vour papers, “Faith and Victory,” and have been reading
it and I am a child of God.

T am afflicted in my budy and have carried this af-
fliction for over a year. It must be a cancer. I have
suffered until I would have to walk the floor at night, but
I am still trusting God for my healing. I want to ask
vou all to pray that God will completely heal my body.
But please pray first, if there is a trace of doubt in my
heart, that He will remove it. I have been sick so long
and want to be healed so badly, that I catch myself won-
dering if I ever will be well. God help my unbelief.

Your sister in hrist, Mrs. Goldie Mathias

0—Q~—0~—0—0—0

Oklahoma— Pray for my dear husband who is
in the army in France; he is not saved. Help me
pray that he will come back soon to us and that we
can work for our Lord Jesus Christ. Also, pray for
other unsaved loved ones to be saved.—Mae Solomon

0—0—0—0—0—0

Misxissippi.—Dear saints scattered abroad,—Greetings
in the name of Jesus. I am so glad to testify that the
Lord saved me about four years ago, and He has heal-
ed my body many times.

I re~ucsted prayer about two years ago while I was
in the armed forces and the Lord did hear and answer
prayer,

I am now down and unable to work. 1 have eczema,
milk leg, and an ulcerated stomach. I am asking all God’s
people that will, to pray for me that I might be healed
to the glory of God, and that I may have a closer walk
with the Lord. Dan P. Heidelberg
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Ohio—I'have been in failing health since last May.
I am told that it is cancer, but 1 am not looking at the
disease. My trust is in the greatest Physician the world
has ever known. He has been our doctor for over thir-
ty-three years. He has heal:d me of a broken wrist, and
badly scalded foot and by His divine power I am here
today. My heart is fl\ed to follow on until He says it is
enough. Lula Strong

Roll of 5 “Faith and Victory” papers, one year....$ 1.00
12 papers each month, one year 2.00
25 papers each month, one year
50 papers each month, one year .........cc.cccceeeeeeee.
100 papers each month, one year

BIBLE STUDY

Order Sunday School supplies about two weeks be-
fore the beginning of new quarter. The price of the Pri-
mary Picture Roll is $1.15, and the Lesson Cards are
4 cents per set. Each set contains cards for one pupil for
each Sunday in the quarter. These sets cannot be broken.
Send order to Genevieve Capps, 920 W. Mansur, Guthrie.

THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH
Sunday, April 1, 1945

Daily Readings and Meditations
March 26-31

A song of victory Dsalm 2:6-12

The empty tomb Matt. 28:1-10

Mary’s joy John 20:11-18

Walking with Jesus Luke 24:13-24
Learning from Jesus Luke 24:25-35

A happy meeting John 21:15-19

nEads=E

Printed Portion Matt. 27:62 to 28:9

Matt. 27:62. Now the naxt day, that followed the day
of the preparation, the chief priests and Iharisees came
together unto Pilate,

63. Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said,
while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.

64. Command therefore that the szpulchre be made
sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night,
and steal him away., aid say unto the people, He is
risen from the dead: so the last errer shall be worse than
the first.

65. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch:
way, make it as sure as ye can.

66. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, seal-
ing the stone, and setting a watch.

-28:1. In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

2. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the
angel of the Lord ascended from heaven, and came and
rolled back the stone from the door, and rat vpon it.

3. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment
white as snow:

4, And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and be-
came as dead men,

5. And the angel answered and said unto the women,
Fear not ye: for I know that ye scek Jesus, which was
crucified.

6. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
see the place where the Lord lay.

go your

Come,
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7. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen
from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Gal-
ilee; there shall y2 see him: lo, I have told you.

8. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with
fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.

9. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Je-
sus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held
him by the feet, and worshipped him.

Golden Text: Let us run with patience the race that
is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finish-
er of our faith. Hebrews 12:1, 2.

Practical Truth: Through his death and resurrection
Christ achieved what was nceessary for the perfecting
of our faith.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

In Psalm 9:16, it is written:
the work of his own hands.” Notice how this scripture
is fulfilled in this lesson. In their efforts to secure
the tomb to keep the body of Jesus there the “chief priests
and pharisees” furnished the world with undeniable evi-
dence that Jesus did arise from the dead. Can you sece
the hand of God working when the seal was placed on the
tomb and the soldiers stationcd there to guard it? This
was the b:ginning of the “many infallible proofs” (Acts
1:3) of Christ’s resurrection. Consider the following facts
and disctss how it would have been almost impossible
for the disciples to have stolen the body of Jesus away
while the soldiers slept (This is what the Pharisees hired
the soldiers to tell, Matt. 28:12, 13): I. The stone which
was placed at the opening of the sepulchre was so great
that three women could not roll it away (Read Mark 16:
1-4). 2. *In sealing a sepulchre or box, the fastening was
covered with clay or wax, and the impression from a seal
of one in authority was stamped upon it, so that it could
not be brokan without discovery”—I’eloubet’s Bible Dic-
tionary. 3. It was a death penalty for a soldier to go
to sleep while on duty and there was more than ona soldier
guarding the tomb.

When God works man cannot hinder and if he trles
to hinder, God just uses him as a tool to accomplish his
purpose.

It is good to believe the records wntten concernlng
Jesus’ death and resurrection, but God «lid not give these
records merely for the purpose of teaching us historical
facts; “But thes2 are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might have life through his name.” Jesus said, “Be-
cause [ live ye shall live also;” and, “l am hza that liveth
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and death.” Souls who are
lecked in the prison house of sin (death) can look to the
risen Lord in faith and he will s2t them fre2. There is
life-giving power in Jesus’ death and resurrection for
all who really teliev2. Paul said that he had gladly suf-
{ered the loss of all things that he might know Christ
and “the power of his resurrecticn.” If your soul has
not becn quicken:d (made alive) by this power, Christ’s
resurrcction means nothing more to you than an idle tale
and - our hope «f a future life in heaven is vain. “If ye
then bs ricen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”

(o —_ .
THE BCOK AND THE FAITH >
Sunday, Arril 8, 1945 -

“The wicked is snared in

Daily Rcadings and Meditationsi ]
April 2 to 7 o e
M. Walking in the law DIsalm 119:1-8 . PR

PERN
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The cleansing word Psalm 119:9-16
Understanding the law Psalm 119:33-40
Loving the precepts Psalm 119:97-104

Light from the Word Psalm 119:105-112,
Wonderful words of life Psalm 119:129-136

............................................ Psalm 145:10-19

Psalm 145:10. All thy works shall praise thee, O
Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee.

11. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom and
talk of thy power;

12. To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

13. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy
dominion endureth throughout all generations.

14. The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all
those that be bowed down,

15. The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest
them their meat in due season.

16. Thou openest thine hand and satisfiest the desire
of every living thing.

17. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in
all his works.

18. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him,
to all that eall upon him in truth.

19. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him:
He also will hear their ery, and will save them.

Golden Text: Thy kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all genera-
tio-s. Psalm 145:13.

Practical Truth: The Bible is the record of the special
revelation which God has made to man and makes known
to us the way of salvation.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

2ol iy

Printed Portion

Our printed portion is a psalm of praise. When
mention is made of the works of God, we usually think
of the earth and all on it which makes it so wonderful
and the sun. moon, stars, ete. Truly all these works com-
bine in proclaiming to us the mighty power of God. “The
heavens declare the glory of God.” But when we consider
God’s works which praise Him there is more to be con-
sidered than these things, wonderful though they be.

One of God’s great works is “The Bible.” The title
of our lesson suggests this topic for discussion today.
There is no other book like it. Tt was not written by
the will of man, “but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” Tt centains “the mind of Gnd,
the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sin-
ners, and the happiness of believers.” Man without the
Spirit of its author dwelling in his heart cannot under-
stand it, therefore many have wrested it to their own
destruction. He usually does not like what he does un-
derstand of it because it shows up his sins which he
would like to keep covered. It has been misunderstood,
misrerresented, reiected. abused, hated. scorned, and ridi-
culed for ages, vet it lives and continues to praise its
Author. The fact that it lives and still grips the hearts
of men onlv shows how weak and foolish man is to try
to overthrow the works of God. Tt is offensive only to
the disobedient. Those who are willing to humble their
hearts and measure to its standards find it to be a prec-
jous volume full of life-giving, “burning words from
heaven.” Thev never tire of reading it for it is their
love letter from their loving, living, powerful heavenly
TFather. and each time they read it they find some new
treasures. Tt is full of exceeding great and precious
promises which will never fail.

AND VICTORY
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How many promises can you find in the printed por-
tion? Notice there is a condition to each promise. Can
you think of anything that you need that is not promised
in these ten little verses, if you will meet the conditions?
If such-exceeding great promises are given by the Father
in ten little verses of His Book, think of what an inex-
haustible supply of them are in the 31,093 verses of it!

—o0o
PIONEERS OF FAITH
Sunday, April 15, 1945

Daily Readings and Meditations

April 9 to 14.
M. God’s promise to Abraham Gen. 13:14-18.
T. Living in tents Gen. 18:1-8.
W. Abraham and Isaac Gen. 22:1-13.
. God's promise to Isaac Gen. 26:23-25.
. Jacob’s dream Gen. 28:10-17.
S. Joseph made ruler Gen. 41:33-40.

Printed Portion ............Genesis 12:1, 2; Acts 7:4-7, 12-17.

Gen. 12:1. Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

2. And T will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing.

Acts T:4. Then came he out of the land of the Chal-
deans and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his
father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein
ye now dwell.

5. And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so
much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would
give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him,
when as yet he had no child. .

6. And God spake on this wise, That his seed should
sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring
them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred
years.

7. And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage
will T judge, said God: and after that shall they come
forth, and serve me in this place. .

12. But when Jacob heard that there was corn in
Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.

13. And at the second time Joseph was made known
to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred was made known
unto Pharaoh.

14. Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to
him, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls.

15. So Jacob went down into Egypt, ard died, he, and
our fathers,

16. And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the
sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of
the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem.

17. But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which
God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multi-
plied in Egypt.

Golden Text: Dy faith Abraham, when he was called

. obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he
went. Hebrews 11:8.

Practical Truth: The Hebrew patriarchs were pio-
neers of faith and worthy examples in this respect to us,
who need faith still.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

The international lessons for this quarter were
planned with the purpose in view of giving the pupils a
bird’s-eye view of Bible history. In other words, it is a
speedy survey or review of the Bible. The next quarter
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will have lessons beginning with Genesis for the purpose
of studying these same lessons in a more detailed manner.

Our lesson today is a review of the book of Genesis
from the 12th to 50th chapters. The four main characters
are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The title calls
them “Pioneers of Faith.” A pioneer is one who goes
before, preparing the way for others to follow. This
portion of Hebrew history was reviewed by Stephen when
he made his defense for his faith in Christ as he stood
before the council just before his martyrdom. TFor a
better spiritual understanding of the acts of these men
read Hebrews 11:8-27.

People often look for and point out flaws in the lives
of these “pionecrs of faith” in order to have a cloak for
their own sins. It must be remembered that these men
did not have the Holy Spirit to dwell in their hearts to
guide them into all truth as we have Him today. We
have no right to condemn them in the light of our know-
ledge of God’s will for us today. God loved and honored
those men because they had faith in Him. Living faith in
God will cause one to obey Him. Abraham believed God,
and because of this faith he willingly left his home and
kindred to go to a new land in obedience to God’s word.

" Now God desires to lead souls from the land of sin
into the promised land, which is a state of purity, right-
eousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost. Those who
have living faith in God will hear and heed His voice.
They willingly leave their old sinful practices and asso-
ciates that they may obtain this new life. This is why
true Christians are called “children of Abraham,” even
though they are Gentiles in the flesh. It is their faith and
obedience to God that makes them his children. i

Isaac is not so prominent in Bible history as the
other three. but he filled God’s place for him. His out-
standing characteristics were submissiveness and peac-
ableness. In reference to the offering up of Isaac by his
father Abraham (Gen. 22:1-13), Isaac is a type of human-
ity. He was doomed to be slain and offered up as a
sacrifice for sin, but God intervened and provided a sac-
rifice to take his place that he might go free. Humanity
was devoted to death for sin, but God provided a Lamb,
His only Son, to become the sacrifice that we might go
free. It is important that we realize the need of the obedi-
ence of faith on our part in order to receive the benefit.

‘The class can probably tell many interesting things
about the life of Jacob. Of special interest to the Christian
is the time when he wrestled with the angel and prevailed
and his name was changed from Jacob to Israel (Gen. 32:
24-32). Great indeed is the faith of one who will cling to
God until the blessing is obtained, even though it causes
suffering to the flesh.

Joseph set an example for “children of faith” when he
suffered so many vears as a slave and prisoner, yet kept
his faith and trust in God and was true to Him, also in
his willingness to forgive those who had wronged him;
and he did not become puffed up when God exalted him,
but gave God the glory.

000

THE FOUNDING OF THE NATION
Sunday, April 22, 1945

Daily Readings and Meditations

April 16 to 21.
Israel afflicted in Egypt Exod. 1:8-14.
The child Moses Exod. 2:1-10.
God calls Moses Exod. 3:1-10.
Choosing wise leaders Exod. 18:13-27.
Laws for living Exod. 20:3-17.
Erecting the tabernacle Exod. 40:1-16,

wEagaR
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Printed Portion ..o, ...Exodus 18:19-24; 19:3-8.

Ex. 18:19. Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee
counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the
people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes
unto God:

20. And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws,
and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk,
and the work that they must do.

21. Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covet-
ousness; a:d place such over them, to be rulers of thou-
sands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers
of tens:

22, And let them judge the people at all seasons: and
it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto
thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it
be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with
thee.

23. If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee
so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people
shall also go to their place in peace.

24. So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in
law, and did all that he had said.

Ex. 19:3. And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord
called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of
Israel;

4. Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and
how I bare you on cagles’ wings, and brought you unto
myself.

5. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:

6. And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt
speak unto the children of Israel.

T. And Moses came and called for the elders of the
peovle, and laid before their faces all these words which
the Lord commanded him.

8. And all the people answered together. and said, All
that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses re-
turncd the words of the people unto the Lord.

Golden Text: Righteousness exalteth a nation; but
sin is a reproach to any people. Proverbs 14:34.

Practical Truth: Righteous laws, made and enforced,
contribute to the welfare of any nation.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Today’s lesson is a study of God’s dealings with the
literal children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob from the
time of Joseph’s death until they reached the promised
land, and the way they responded to His dealings. It in-
cludes the books of Exadus and Numbers. In connection
with this lesson, read again Stephen’s defense before the
council, Aets 7:17-44. This presents an excellent review
of this period. Read, also, Psa. 78. Some main points to
stress about this period are: osrosperity of the Israelites
in Egypt until they “multiplied and became exceedingly
mighty;” the Egyptian oppression and cry to God for
deliverance; preservation of Moses, his schooling in Egypt
and in the wilderness, and his call to be the deliverer;
the plagues; the departure and crossing of the Red Sea;
the journey to Sirai; giving of the Ten Commandments;
building of the tabernacle; the journey to Kadesh-barnea;
sending out of the spics, their reports and the effect the
reports had on the people; thirty-eight years of wanders
ing in the wilderness; and Moses’ death,
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The printed portion records some advice which Jeth-
ro, Moses’' father-in-law, gave to Moses when he visited
him at or near Sinai. Was it good advice? Do you
know of a time when Moses heeded Jethro’s advice in
being Israel’'s advocate to God? Notice the description
of the type of men which Jethro advised Moses to
choose as helpers. What did God promise the Israelites
and on what condition were these promises to be ful-
filled? Did the people keep their promise to God?

Moses is a type of Christ, and the Israelites whom
he led from the bondage of slavery into freedom and
delivered God's laws to, is a type of the holy nation,
the church of God, which Christ led from the bondage
of sin. If you have never been redeemed from sin, you
will not be able to understand this; but if you have
been saved, you will be able to see that in most of
God’s dealings with His literal children, there is a type
of His dealings with spiritual children.

SETTLEMENT AND STRUGGLES IN CANAAN
Sunday, April 29, 1945

Daily Readings and Meditations

April 23 to 28.
M. . Instructions to Joshua Josh. 1:6-9.
. Joshua’s choice Joshua 24:14-186.
W. Dangers in Canann Judges 2:16-23.
1. Gideon's victory Judges T7:19-23.
F. Moving to a new country Ruth 1:1-5
S. Ruth, a loving daughter Ruth 2:14-18.

Printed Portion ....Judges 2:6, 7, 11, 12, 18, 19; 6:11-16

Judges 2:6. And when Joshua had let the people go,
the children of Israel went every man unto his inher-
itance to possess the land.

7. And. the people served the Lord all the days of
Joshua, aml all the days of the elders that outlived
Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord,
that he did for Israel.

11. And the children of Israel did evil in the sight
of the Lord, and served Baalim:

12. And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers,
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and
followed other gods, of the gods of the people that
were round about them, and bowed themselves unto
them, and provoked the Lord to anger.

18. And when the Lord raised them up judges. then
the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them out
of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge:
for it repented the Lord because of their groanings
by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them.

19. And it came to pass, when the judge was dead,
that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than
their fathers, in following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from
their own doings, nor from their stubborn way.

6:11. And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat
under an oak which was in Ophra, that pertained unto
Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat
by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.

12. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him
and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty
man of valour.

13. And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the
Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and
where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of,
saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but
now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into
the hands of the Midianites.

14, And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go
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in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from
the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?

15. And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith
shall 1 save Israel? behold, my family is poor in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.

16. Aund the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

Golden 'Text: Be strong and of a good courage;
be not afraid, neither be thou- dismayed: for the Lorad
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” Joshua
1:9.

Practical Truth: Situations of special moral peril
are serious and should be avoided as far as possible.

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Review the books: Joshua, Judges, and Ruth. This
period extends from the death of Moses to the birth of
Samuel. Five lessons from these books were studied
last summer. 'The headings at the beginning of each
chapter of these books in your Bible will help in the
class review.

The book of Joshua includes: Joshua chosen as
leader after the death of Moses; the sending of the spies
to Jerico and their reception by Rahab; the crossing of
the Jurdan River; the encampment at Gilgal; the fall
of Jerico; the trespass of Achan, and the attacks upon
Ai; the treaty with the Gibeonites; the conquest of south-
ern and northern Canaan, and other kings; the division
of the land among the tribes; Joshua's farewell address
and death.

While Joshua and other leaders who were his con-
temporaries lived, the Israelites remembered their cov-
enant and served the Lord most of the time; but when
i new generation came on they intermarried with people
who worshipped idols and their hearts were drawn away
from the true God. This was because many of the tribes
settled down among the “ites” instead of driving them
out as the Lord had commanded. It seemed hard for
them—as it has other nations since their time—to remem-
ber that it “pays to serve God.” When the oppression
of other nations, which God allowed as a punishment for
disobedience, would become unbearable, they would cry
to God who would then show mercy and give deliverance
by the hand of judges. ‘“Deliverer” describes their char-
acter and function better than “Judge” as we understand
the meaning of the word now. Omne of the most noted
judges was Gideon whom God commissioned, directed,
and enabled to deliver the Israelites from the oppression
of the Midianites. Are you ever tempted to doubt God’s
presence as Gideon did? If so, you should search for
the trouble. It may be that your “sins and iniquities
have hid his face from you.” This can also be applied
to our nation.

There are many types and shadows in these books.
Space will not permit a discussion of them here, but
the pupils could derive much spiritual benefit by watch-
ing for them. Also, God’s spiritual Israel of this dis-
pensation can receive timely warnings from the mistakes
and punishments of literal Israel. God does not want
us to drive enemies of the truth out of any country; but
He wants all evil driven out and kept out of our hearts
by his grace. God’s Israel of today has no battles to
fight with carnal weapons; but we wrestle “against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day.” Eph. 6:12, 13.



