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EPITAPHS
------------- 0------------One clay I read an epitaph engraved upon a stone.
The sentiment was tender, and I pondered there alone
Upon that silent message; though it carried thoughts
serene,
The one it meant to honor most the carving had not
seen.
Perhaps it was for living men, who passed that way,
to read,
That through its inspiration they should do some
lovely deed.
I thought to take some lessons, an engraver too, to be,
And carve some tender epitaphs for those who pass
to see.
I shall not try on slabs of stone to scribble with my
pen,
But I would write my epitaphs upon the hearts of
men.
He may chance to be a stranger or life-long friend to
me
On the tables of whose heart I write. I care not who
he be,
But let my little message there be wrought so deep
and plain
By words of kindness, deeds of love, it ever shall
remain.
— Ulysses Phillips.
------------- o-------------

“Ye Must Be Born Again!”
"When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus recorded in
John 3 and impressed upon him the necessity of
being born again, and explained to him how it
should be brought about, Nicodemus in perplex
ity said, “ How can these things be” ! We may
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in a like perplexity say the same thing; but it
is of the utmost importance that we acquaint our
selves with this subject, as it is as true now as it was
then, that “ except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God. ”
Let us briefly look into the necessity of the new
birth; what it is, how brought about, and its effect
upon our lives.
As we can infer from the subject, we need some
thing better than we have of ourselves. We may be
outwardly moral in our lives, clean in our speech,
honest in our dealings with our fellowmen, and as
far as man can see, live lives above reproach. But if
we are honest with ourselves, we know that we are
not what we ought to be. That deep down in our
hearts there is the blackness of sin ; that we are dis
obedient and rebellious against God, that “ all we
like sheep have gone astray” , that we need a new
spirit, a new life, a nature in conformity to the will
of God, which Tie alone can supply. In other words,
we need to be born again.
What, then, is this new birth! It is not a re
formation. It is not turning over a new leaf. It is
not baptism, or joining the church, or doing good
works. All these things will follow in their place.
But the new birth is more than these. As some one
has said: “ The new birth is the impartation of a
new nature, even God’s own nature to the one who
is begotten again.” We must according to 1 Pet. 1:
23 be “ Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible by the word of God which liveth and
abideth forever.”
Titus 13: 5, “ Not by works of
righteousness which ye have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of the Holy
Ghost.” It is a new life received through the power
of the Word of God, and the Holy Ghost. It is the
fulfillment of Ezek. 36: 26-27, “ A new heart also
will I give you and a new spirit will I put within
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh and will srive you a heart of flesh. And I
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will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and
do them.7’ In the receiving of this nature we pass
from spiritual darkness to spiritual light, from spiritual death to spiritual life: from the service of Satan
co the service of God. Not only are we in the service
of God, but we being born into the family of God, are
the children of God. Rom. 8: 17, “ And if children
then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 7
As the children of God, whole nature, and object, and
desire of our life is changed. While the flesh with
its natural inclinations still lives, the new life has
the desire to overcome all sinful inclinations, and
can do so through the power of the Spirit.
How is the new life brought about ? Not by any
thing we can do of ourselves. The most earnest
longing, the most intense desire, or even the most
fervent praying in themselves can not bring it. It is
absolutely out of the power of man in himself to re
ceive this blessing. The longing, the desire and the
prayers are necessary, but there must be more than
these. There must be a yielding to God. There must
be faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who as the Son of
God made atonement on Calvary for the sin of the
world.
There must be acceptance of Him as our
Saviour, and obedience to God's Word. There must
be a perfect will to do God's will, a submission to
Him in every respect. Then even though our faith
is weak, and our will is weak, we can through the
power of the Spirit and of the W ord receive this
blessing. Torrey says*. “ In the newr birth the W ord
of God is the seed, the human heart is the soil. God
by His Holy Spirit opens the heart to receive the
seed. (Acts 16: 14) : the hearer believes; the Spirit
quickens the seed into life in the receptive heart:
the new Divine nature springs up out of the Divine
W ord; the believer is born again, created anew, made
alive, passed out of death into life ."
Such an important event can not but have an
effect upon the life. The life to a greater or lesser
degree is changed. 2 Cor. 5: 17. “ If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature. Old things have passed
away; behold all things have become n ew ." Life
has a different meaning. While pure lawful pleasures
and the natural desires of the body can be enjoyed in
God's appointed way, yet the glory of God, the ad
vancement of the kingdom, and the good of our fellowman rather than the advancement of self hold first
place in our lives. Many things we formerly loved
wre now detest. Other things wdiieh once had no at
traction for us we now love. We have a des’re to do
the will of God, and to follow the plan he has mapped
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out for our lives, and to keep His commandments, We
have a love for the brethren, and have a concern for
the salvation of all men. As we have opportunity
we desire to do good unto all men. Gal. 6: 10. Bible
reading, secret prayer, and attending worship are
now a delight unto us. And we exercise ourselves
in the privileges of members of the family of God,
these things become part of our lives, and we can say
like Paul in Gal. 2: 20, “ I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I liv e; yet not I but Christ liveth in m e;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave
Himself for m e."
May we have an earnest desire and a great long
ing for this blessing. May we fully understand that
in order to have salvation we must be born again.
And may we through faith yield ourselves in humble
submission to God’s will, and as we ask we shall re
ceive.
“ As many as RECEIVED Him, to them gave
He the power to become the Sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name." John 1: 12.
— Sel.
------------- o-------------

Spiritual Neglect
I have been impressed with the duty of noting
a few things which are very essential to “ life and
godliness." The first one in order is a duty we owe
to God, and is set forth in the following words:
“

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to
gether

as the manner of some is ; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.''
(Heb. 10: 25). Obedience to this command is great
ly neglected by those who profess to know the Bible.
Notwithstanding, they, in disobedience, know-, the
Bible says, “ This is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments; and His commandments are not
grievous" (1 John 5: 3). “ He that hath my com
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
m e." (John 14: 21).
Obedience to God's word, then, is a sure test that
we love Him; and obedience is proof that we do
not love Him. Jesus says,. “.Why call ye me Lord, Lord
and do not the things which I sa y ?" (Luke 6: 46).
This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is
far from m e." (Matt. 15: 8). In the seventh verse
Jesus called them “ hypocrites." These same words
of condemnation fall from the lips of our Lord on you

July, 1933.

FAITH

and

as well as on them, if you are saying, “ Lord, Lord;
and (io not what you know is your duty. “ And that
servant which knew his lord's will and prepared not
himseif, neither did according to his will, shall be
beaten with many stripes" (Luke 12: 47). We who
are professing in this reformation had better be care
ful. on this une, or some of us who are glorying in
some parts of the truth will be lost in the end, be
cause we carelessly neglected these “ little things.'7
We may give our means and time; may preach
and pray; may “ cast out devils" (Matt. *7 : 21.-23):
may “ give our bodies to be burned,7’ and have not
the real love of God in our hearts which will cause
us to keep His commandments, and it will profit
us nothing in the end (1 Cor. 13: 1-3). WTe can
only escape sin and hell by doing Ills will. If we
profess and do not obey, we are deceived. AVe may
lay the gospel rod on sectarians, which is all right, if
we are clear ourselves; otherwise it is all wrong
(Matt. 7: l-f>). And should we do this, and disobey
other partis of the Word, it will condemn us to hell
and we will be shut out of heaven with them, if we do
not live by " b y every word that proeeedeth out of
the mouth of G od " (Matt. 4 : 4 ) .
“ Whosoever shall keep the whole law (of lib
erty), "a n d yet offend” (knowingly) " in one point,
is guilty of a ll” (James 2: 10). “ Therefore, to him
'that knoweth to do good, and daeth it not, to him it
is sin’ ’ (James 4: 17). It means more than a mere
profession to serve God. It will be a sad thing in the
end for a soul to make a fatal mistake on this line,
and ultimately be lost after all its effort to gain
heaven. Oh, that all may know that “ the eyes of the
Lord ar.e in every place, beholding the evil and the
g ood" (Prov. 15 : 3).
(E xcuses
Offered F or N ot A ssembling I n
AVorship ).

AMrious excuses are frequently given by brethren,
many times for missing the prayer-meetings. If you
have an excuse that God accepts, all righ t; but if not,
all wrong. Before you offer an excuse to the brethren
for your absence from meeting, consider whether or
not God will accept of it. Very likely many excuse
themselves when God does not excuse them. Should
you do this, .you thus help the devil to deceive you.
“ Be not deceived" (Gak 6: 7). Oh, “ that His fear
may be before our faces, that we sin not” (Ex. 20:
20 ).
The following answers are often given to the
question: “ Brother, why were you not at meeting
last night?” “ AV-h-y, I wasn’t feeling very w ell;”
“ had a little headache;” “ 1 was too tire d ;” “ It was
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too (.old;” “ 1 thought it was going to rain” etc.
Now, see here the Lord can heal the headache, make
the weak strong, and perhaps it did not rain at all
you wanted, an excuse and the devil, gave you one.
God can rest your tired body in going to meeting.
Possibly He wants you to quit work two or three
hours sooner on prayer-meeting night. “ Is not the
life more than the meat, and-the body more than the
ra iment! ’ ' (Alatt 6: 25).
1 have thought if there was a dollar at prayermeeting many would go that do not go, and those
who do go would be there oftener. How much do
you deny yourself for Christ?
If there were a
dollar in coming to meeting, you would be there. If
you have disobeyed God until you are backslidden
in heart; cold and dead, spiritually, and He has
"spewed you o u t'7 (Rev. 3: 15-18), I do not want to
urge you to go to meeting and profess yourself right
over this; go there with godly sorrow, confess your
wrong to the church ; repent, and. God will forgive
you: then confidence, fellowship, and a love to do
your duty are restored. This is sometimes humil
iating, but it is God ’s way, and it is your only way out
to victory. The foregoing is a true picture in many
congregations, and is about the prime cause of cold
ness, indifference, etc.
Sometimes brethren get offended because of some
little thing and remain at home for a while, finally
get over their pout, then come again and continue lo
profess both pardon and the second grace. Jesus
says, “ Blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in m e” — not at me, but in me. God help all to se.e
that if this is your sad state it were folly for you ;o
profess, or work yourself up into a warm feeling or
state, through iriction and vim; or try to warm by
another’s fire, but get down into God and let Him
kindle a living fire in your heart. Isaiali speaks of
such characters thus: “ Aha, I am warm, I have seen
the fire ” (Isa. 44: 16). Too many are satisfied only
to see the fir e : you may freeze to death spiritually and
yet see the fire. God wants you to have it and feel
it burning “ in your bones,” as saith the prophet. I
am sure if it is in your heart you do feel it.
The following also is true of too many: “ He
feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him
aside, that he can not deliver his soul” (Isa. 44: 20).
Ashes here is an emblem of mourning and melancholy,
which is sure proof that such ones are not right with
God. Thus you are “ turned aside,” deceived," and
can not deliver your soul. You try to pray but can
not get a prayer through to God; thus you are in
(Continued on page 8).
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“ FAITH AND VICTORY”
This paper is edited and published each month (ex
cept August of each year which is Camp-meeting
month and we omit this month to attend these meet
ings) by Fred Pruitt, assisted by Mary A. Pruitt, and
other consecrated workers at Faith Publishing House,
920 AY. Mansur Ave., Guthrie, Oklahoma.
Entered as second-class matter dune 10, 1930 at
the post office at Guthrie, Oklahoma under the Act
of March 3, 1879.
S U1JSCltJPT1ON 1>ItIc PS
The Vat III and V ictory7' paper will be sent om*
whole year to any address for twenty-five cents. A
roll of five papers will be sent each month to any
address for one whole year for one dollar, or a roll
of twelve papers will be sent each month to any
address for a whole year for two dollars. If you sen a
in a list of ten different addresses, the paper will be
sent a whole year to all of them for two dollars.
A complete religious paper printed and sent out
every month in the year except August in the interest
of all Christians. It teaches salvation from sin, sanc
tification for believers, unity and oneness for which
Jesus prayed as recorded in John 17: 21 and man
ifested by the apostles and believers after Pentecost.
By G od’s grace we teach, preach and practice the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, the same gospel wliicn
Peter. John and Paul preached, taught and practiced,
including the Divine healing of the body. Jas. 5 : 14, 15.
Co-operation of our readers is solicited, and will
be appreciated in any way the Bible and the Holy
Spirit teaches you to do or stirs your heart. Bead
Exodus 25: 2; 1Chronicles 29: 9; 2 Cor. 9: 7, and
Luke 6: 38.
Free-will offerings sent in to the work will be
thankfully received as from the Lord and used in the
furtherance of the gospel work as God directs. All
personal checks and Post Office Money Orders should
be made payable to Fred Pruitt or to Faith Pub.
House.
“ Work on. work on, nor doubt, nor fear.
From age to age this voice shall cheer
AYhate’re may die or be forgot,
Work done for God, it diet!) not.”
F A IT H PUBLISHING HOUSE,
920 AY. M ansur S t .
'Phone No. 1523-J,

G uthrie ,

O k la .

77. .8. A.
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EDITORIALS
According to our rule (See page four) we will
not print the “ Faith and Victory ” paper for August.
During this season the family at the office attends
camp-meetings and experiences a change from the
continual indoor activities. This intermission from
the work of issuing the paper for August is good for
the office force, not only in body but in soul as well,
as the association with the saints and the hearing of
inspired messages of truth are uplifting and strength
ening to the inner man. However, during this time
the other office work will be taken care of as hereto
fore.
The Sunday School lessons for the month of
August will be sent to all the Sunday Schools which
have subscribed for rolls for that purpose, so that
they will not be deprived of this help.
May God bless each reader of . ‘ ‘ Faith and Vic.
to ry ” paper, and keep your heart charged with
Divine love and your confidence and faith continually
stayed in God, not being moved by the many winds of
doctrines which are blowing in these last days.
By God’s grace and your prayers we expect to
have another “ Faith and Victory ” paper to you be
fore the first Sunday in September.
o— o— o— i>— o— o
“ The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. He
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my
soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
His name’s sa k e /’ Psa. 23: 1,2.
The above scripture is my testimony today. Truly,
He gives us refreshing food for our soul and causes
us to sup of the still waters of peace and keepeth our
feet in the path of righteousness that His name may
be exalted in the earth.
0---O---0— 0— 0
There are some who would presume on the mercy
of God and say that God is too good to send any of
His creation to torment. The fact is that God is not
sending folks to torment. People are sending their
own souls to* torment by rejecting Christ. Those
vdio go there will have to walk over the crucified body
of Christ because He poured out His life ’s blood for
the souls of men, and all who believe in Him can be
saved and prepared for heaven.
o— o— o-—o —o—o
Isaiah the prophet says, “ l ret it pleased the Lord
to bruise H im ; He hath put Him to g rie f: when thou
shaft make His soul an offering for sin. He shall see
His seed; He shall prolong His days and the pleasure
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of the Lord shall prosper in llis hand. He shall see
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied/’ Isa.
53: 10, 11.
In the foregoing scripture we note that the soul
of Christ was made an offering for sin (for your sin
and my sin). His blood atones for our sins. We al
so note that God saw the travail of IIis soul and was
satisfied.
o— o— o— o—o— o
When God saw Christ hanging on the cross and
giving Himself as a sacrifice for our sin, He accepted
it. Now we see that God has already accepted the
sacrifice, so if sinful man will accept it as a sacrifice
for his sin, it will bring God and man together. Man's
guilt and condemnation will all be taken away and he
will have peace with God through the faith manifest
ed in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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the house of Jacob (saved children) forever, and of
his kingdom there be no end.” Those who have been
born again and are led by the Spirit of God, are the
sons of God and Christ is their king who sits on the
throne of David, and there shall be no end of Ills
reign. “ The Spirit itself bearetli witness wdtli our
spirit that we are the children of God, and if children,
then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs wdtli Christ:
if so be that w’e suffer wdtli Him that wye may also be
glorified together.”
Rom. 8. 16, 17.

o —o— o— o— o-..o
The Lord continues to bless in the evangelistic
meetings in southern California. The meeting held
at Glendale, California continued over two weeks,
and the truth of the gospel made its way into the
hearts of a few souls and they were saved. Others
were sanctified by the Holy Spirit. There was a
settling down among the saints wdtli unity which wras
o —
o — o — o - o — o
‘ ‘ He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; pleasant to behold.
At present we are engaged in another meeting
but whosoever eonfesseth and forsaketh them shall
at Pomona, California. It is starting off very good.
have mercy.”
It is decidedly wrong for a sinner to come to God The chapel was full last night. One soul came to the
asking Him to deal out justice to him. If God wTouId altar wdiom God satisfied with the infilling of His
do that, He would have to punish him in death as Spirit, the “ Comforter” which He promised. John
death is the penalty for sin. The only way that a 14: 26.
Brethren, we are doing all wTe can to get the gos
sinner can approach God is to come-to Him seeking
mercy. When a sinner’s heart is broken up and he pel of the kingdom to the souls of men, and we ask
is sorry because of sinning against God and asks God you to keep agreed in prayer for us, and also for the
to have mercy and forgive him, God is just and right printing work at Guthrie.
These are the last days and few7 are getting sav
eous to forgive him and the blood will cleanse from
all unrighteousness. God through Christ has made ed. The condition of things is in a perilous situation.
every provision possible for the salvation of men, and “ Because iniquity is abounding the love of many is
souls wdio reject this provision will be lost through waxing cold.” Jesus says, “ If a man love me, he will
keep my words.” We see in the land a great decline
all eternity.
in the keeping of His words. Therefore, w7e know that
o— o— o— o— o— o
love
for God is'waxing cold.
Those who are saved “ by grace through faith”
Let
us each one see that w7e live soberly, right
are the spiritual seed of Abraham, the seed of Christ,
the generation of the Lord. They constitute the King eously and godly in this present world. Titus 2 :1 2 .
0---0—L0---O-—o
dom of God, the growdh of the “ stone that was cut
Sister Iva Cockrell of Spring Hope, N. Car. re
out without hands” which smote the great image that
King Nebuchadnezzer saw (which represented then quests prayer of all the saints for her much afflicted
the literal kingdoms until Christ was born as King, body. She has been sick about four years, suffering
which the stone represented) and broke them to much. Her husband is unable to wrork much, and they
pieces and they become like the chaff of the summer have some ch’ldren to care for. Pray that the Lord
threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, will’ supply them with nourishing food.
that no place wras found for them; and the stone that
o-o-o-o-o-o-o
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled
The many orders for free literature are rapidly
the whole earth. This stone represented Jesus who decreasing our stock and a few7 of the tracts are com
was born King, and is spoken of in Luke 1: 32 which pletely out. Let us do willingly what the Lord would
reads: “ He shall be great and shall be called the son have us to do toward the Free Literature fund.
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give Him the
«>
o
o
o
throne of His father David and he shall reign over
Preparations are now being made by the saints
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for the camp-meetings which are held regularly in
several localities.
In making preparations for a
successful camp-meeting, the phase of advertising
should not be overlooked. The people in the commu
nity of the camp-meeting should know when and
where it begins, so that they may come at the first
and attend it all. Sometimes folks just hear of the
meeting when it is about over.
To aid you in advertising your meeting, we are
making a special low price for printing hand bills.
Six hundred (600) bills will be postpaid to you for
$2.25. A few card-board bills will be included in
this number for tacking up in public places if desired.
This amount may be paid from the offerings received
during the meeting. Prices on smaller quantities will
be quoted if requested. Send a copy of the notice
and let us co-operate with you during this camp
meeting season in reaping a great harvest of souls.
------ ------ o------- ------

Camp - Meeting Notices
The Missouri. State Camp-meeting of the Church
of God will be held at corner of Fort and State
streets, Springfield, Missouri, August 17th to 27th.
This is an old-time Camp-meeting and we are
expecting a real feast in Zion. We invite all the
saints everywhere to come; every one needing lielj>
in their souls come and receive, the help you need.
We are expecting old-time able ministers here
to preach the Word in its fulness.
As all know it is necessary to have provisions to
carry on a camp meeting and as this meeting is
centrally located all the saints should be interested
in helping to provide for it — groceries, fruit, veg
etables or money, or anything that can be used in a
camp-meeting.
This meeting will be run on a free-will offering
plan, Let each one look to the Lord to see what Ho
would have them do. '
Everybody welcome; come and bring your quilts,
pillows, and straw ticks. Straw will be furnished
free on ground.
For further information regarding the meet731 S. Missouri Ave., or E. D. Gibson, 717 S. Lexing
ton Ave., Springfield, Missouri. — ’Phone 5538.
— Lucy V. Anderson — Pastor.
Camp-meeting of the Church of God will be
held at Blackford, Ky., August 17 to 27. Black
ford is on the I. 0. R. R.. 30 miles north of Princeton,
Ivy., and 63 miles south of Evansville, Tnd. and <r
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bout 1 mile from U. S. highway No. 60.
We extend an invitation to all, both saint and
sinner to come to this meeting and hear the old-time
truth of the evening light reformation preached in
its fulness. The meeting will he supported by free
will offerings.
Those coming to stay on the grounds bring
quilts and bedding to care for yourselves. Straw wih
be furnished free.
Any desiring to donate anything to the support
of this meeting, may do so and it will be thankfully
received.
For further information regarding the partic
ulars of the meeting, address
Tlios. A. Bean
Blackford, Ky.
The eamp-meeting at Neosho, Missouri will be
gin July 6th and continue ten days. We are .expect
ing the usual feast from heaven, and extend an in
vitation to all. Please bring bedding, straw ticks
and covers. Any one having tents, please bring them.
The expense of the meeting will be met by free-will
offerings. No charges are made for meals or beds.
Do what the Lord leads you to do.
No troubles will he either considered or dealt
with at this meeting. Compromisers and fanatics
may expect to sit and listen. Courtesy to all hut
respect to none. There will be balanced ministers
here to preach the Word of God clear and clean.
John Streeh, Pastor
V
-■------- --------The camp-meeting of the Church of God at
Athens, Tenn. will begin August the 3rd and con
tinue ten days. This meeting will be run on the free
will offering plan. Meals will be served in the chapel.
Sleeping quarters will be provided.
Bring your
straw ticks and bedding. Straw will be furnished on
the grounds. Everybody — both saint and sinner
are invited.
Athen is located in east Tennesee, or half way
between Chattanooga, and Knoxville.
It can he
reached on the Southern R. R.. the L. and N. R. R.
and on IT. S. Highway No. 1.1. The camp-ground will
be found in north Athens near the Southern R. R.
tracks on Porter Street.
A camp-meeting of the Church of God will be
held at Tulsa, Okla. on the corner of Norfolk and
Pine Place, July the 20th to 30th inclusive. We ex
tend an invitation to all, both saints and sinners,
to come to this meeting and hear the old-time truth.
The Word of God will he preached in its fulness.
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This meeting will be run on the free-will offering
plan. All donations to the support of this meeting
will be much appreciated. Bring straw-ticks. Straw
will be furnished.
For further information regarding the meet
ing, please address W. B. Bryant, R. 4, Box 7 B,
Tulsa, Okla.
— J. B. Douglas
The Church of God camp-meeting at Shawnee,
Okla, will be held in the Boy Scout Park on corner
of Main and Posotum streets, July 20th to 30th in
clusive.
We are looking by faith for the best camp-meet
ing we have had for sometime. Able ministers will
be present to preach on various subjects of interest.
All invited.
All expenses will be met by free-will offerings.
Beds will be furnished those coming to attend the
meeting.
If you have troubles, it would be well to settle
them at home and not bring them to the camp-meet
ing.
For further particulars, write S. L. West, 1001
E. Highland, or A. A. McGlasson, 208 S. McKinley
Street.
— O. B. Wilson, Pastor, 726 N. Union.
Shawnee, Oklahoma.
The Church of God camp-meeting at Salt Creek
will begin September 15th and continue as long as
the Lord leads. Every one come and feast at Father’s
table. We are expecting a glorious meeting. For
further information write J. T. Johnson or W. M.
Moore, R. 2, Box 76, Bristow, Okla.
A camp-meeting of the Church of God will be
held at Boley, Okla. from August 18th to 28th. This
meeting will be run on the free-will offering plan.
Come prepared to care for yourself as far as possible.
There will be ministers here who will preach the
whole truth. Everybody invited. For further in
formation, write Bro. M. Spears or Lizzie Jones,
Boley, Okla.
OKLAHOM A STATE CAMP-MEETING
The Oklahoma State camp-meeting of the Church
of God will be held as usual on the Saints’ camp
ground at corner of 3rd and Laird Sts, Okla. City,
Okla., beginning the 4th of August to last over two
Sundays.
All are invited to attend this state meeting and
help make it a success for God. Those of this state
should be especially interested in this rae'eting for
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the extension of the gospel near at home as well as
abroad. Please bring your straw ticks, and come
prepared to care for yourself as much as possible.
All expences will be met by free-will offerings. Ail
who can, bring or send provisions to help supply the
table. Provisions should be sent to R. A. Talley, 216
E. 3rd St., Okla. City, Okla. Send money for the
support of the meeting to the secetarv, D. J. Diggs,
1201 W. Grand Ave., Okla. City, Okla. For further
information address either of the above brethren.
From July 22 to 30 there will be a meeting of
the Church of God at Deep Fork, known as St. Mark,
fifteen miles south of Bristow and thirteen miles north
of Bolev, Okla. Everybody welcome. If you are
saved, come and help us.
— Z. E. Francisco, Rt. 1,
Box 133, Okemah, Okla,

CORRESPONDENCE
Sheldon, Mo. — Dear Brothers and Sisters in
the “ faith once delivered unto the saints:” We
surely have much to be thankful for. The Lord is
on our side, and our bread and water are sure. We
arc thankful for the tender mercies of God, and for
His daily blessings. How good the dear Lord is to
give us life and a few more days to praise Him, and
work in His harvest field. We are still young, but
the young die the same as the aged. Serve Him to
day; to-morrow may be too late.
We are thankful for the good lessons that the
Lord still gives us through the pen of Brother C. E.
Orr. Yes, and we are thankful for the “ Faith and
V i c t o r y I herewith inclose twenty-five cents for
another year. I need the soul-food which it contains.
Pray for me.
— Goldie Finch.
Hennessey, Okla. —- Dear saints: I felt led to
write my testimony through the paper. This after
noon the dear Lord has been wonderfully talking to
me about it.
He is wonderfully blessing me, and encourages
me to continue the fight. I am still saved and sanc
tified and in this way to stay by His grace, I mean
to press the battle on, as this is a pressing way to
Glory. I promised Him that whatever He wanted
me to do, I would do that.
Brother Davis of Hennessey was in need of a
team to cultivate his crop. They requested prayer
that God would make a way for them, as they need
ed the team at once. We prayed unto the Lord and
the Lord answered and gave them money to buy n
team. It is truly a. blessing from the dear Lord.
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A few days ago we had to go out and labor in
the hot sun. We requested prayer that the Lord
would give us the kind of weather that would be
more agreeable. The saints prayed Sunday night.
On Monday the Lord sent a shower of rain and cool
ed everything. It was so cool this morning that we
needed to wear a coat. This was another blessing
from heaven.
When we ask the Lord for someth'’ng, hold on
until we get the answer. Praise H im ; He is a wonder
ful Savior. When we are living right and ask the
Lord for something, we know we will get an answer
sometime. Pray for me that I keep humble.
Your Sister in the one body, - — Annie W iley
------------- o------------(Continued from page 3).
bondage in many respects. You are numbered with
the ungodly if the above be your picture. May God
stir you up ere it be too late, and deliver you.
(T he L oss A nd R estoration Of S piritual A p 
petites )

:

If you have lost your spiritual appetite, relisu,
or desire for the worship of God, repent and He will
heal you and thus restore it. Sickness will cause a
loss of natural appetite; and if this be your spiritual
condition, don ’t try to eat, just confess that you are
sick, and go to the Great Physician and He will heal
y o u ; then it will be your natural inclination to eat. If
you have lost your desire to read the Bible, pray in
secret and in public; meet to worship, sing, testify
e tc.; do not try to keep up an old sect form which
is hard and irksome, just let God heal you and re
store your appetite. Then you will do Christian
duties not merely from a standpoint of duty, but be
cause you love to do them — better satisfied to do
them than to leave them undone.
Beloved, the whole system of salvation is based
on love, which is the fulfilling of G od’s law of liberty.
A man can not be in bondage to the Bible, when he
has the experience of it in his heart. If the sinner
does not give up sin to love God, he can not be saved.
I f the saved man does not continue to love God more
than earthly things God has given him, and “ deny
himself” to prove it, he will lose salvation. Genuine
God-love, at the sacrifice of all else, must be our
supreme affection. And on such grounds, “ He with
holds no good things;” “ will keep us from e v il;”
“ will make us stand;” “ will never suffer us to be
tempted more than we are able, * * * * but will make
a way of escape;” “ will do exceeding abundantly a
bove all we can ask or think.” Do you believe it?
W hy do you not act like it, then? “ He became.poor
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that we through His poverty might be rich.” Are
you rich, rich with this good treasure — S alvation ?
— B. E. AY. Gospel Trumpet, June 1.6, 1898.
------------.....-----------------------o --------------------------------- —

T he Rule of a Saintly Life
(Article Two)
If you would gain a saint's reward in heaven
you must live a saintly life on earth. You will have
to live this life for yourself; no one can live it for
you. You must get from God how He wants you to
live, and then you must live it from your heart.
This is the point I desire to emphasize in this series
of articles. You can live a saintly life only as your
heart is taught of God. There is far too little heart
living among the people of God. AVe insist on more
living from the heart.
We want to make plain and understandable what
we say, and yet we do not want to write in such weak
ness that we do but little good. Weak teaching makes
weak saints. To be strong we need some meat. AATe
do not want any one to take any liberty from what
we say to serve the flesh, yet we want to give you
liberty. You have a right to your liberty. God
gives you such a right. God has great concern for
your spiritual welfare. He is grieved because of
your imperfections, yet He does have respect for
your moral freedom.
He will never compel your
obedience. Man’s most glorious endowment is his
moral freedom. You might be surprised to learn
that by far the majority of Christian professors are
not exercising their moral liberty. Nearly the whole
of the Romish church are under the rule of man.
This is largely true throughout Protestantism and
the saints in light are not wholly free from it.
Many religious professors are taking advantage
of what Paul taught and are serving the flesh. Paul
said, ‘ ‘ I became all things to all men that I might by
all means save some.”
Many have taken liberty
from these words to serve the flesh. Those who will
take advantage of what man says to serve the flesh
are far from being saints. They are not living unto
God. They are not serving God from heart choice.
Now listen; if you are doing right things because
some man teaches these right things, you will likely
do wrong things if this same teacher teaches wrong
things. You are not to do right things because man
teaches these things, but because God has written
these right things in your heart. If you are not do
ing them from a righteous principle in your heart
you are not living saintly. Can not you understand
this?
(Continued on page 13).
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Beware of Covetousness
“ And lie said nnto them, Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man’s life eonsistetli not in the
abundance of the things which he possessetli.” Luke
12: 15. I f every one could behold the magnitude of
the sin of covetousness as God does, I am persuaded
that there would be more laying up treasures in
heaven and less carefulness concerning the things of
this life.
If we listen to the conversations of many who
profess to be childern of God, we shall conclude that
their treasures are on earth. In Heb. 13: 5 we read,
“ Let your conversation be without covetousness; and
be content with such things as ye have: for he hath
said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.’ 5
Does your conversation provoke others to lib
erality, or does it encourage a covetous spirit
How
often we hear fathers talk to their children about
making money, but seldom we hear them talking to
them about laying up treasures in heaven. “ For the
love of money is the root of all ev il: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 1
Tim 6: 10.
Dear ones, beware lest this be your sad condition.
“ And having food and raiment let us be there with
content. ’ ’ verse 8. Only those who have experienced
it know and realise the depth of meaning in the word,
“ contentment.” Covetousness is often the cause of
discouragement and an unsettled experience. Deep
spirituality is always followed by ‘ ‘ liberality. ” “ The
liberal soul shall be made fa t: and he that wateretli
shall be watered also himself.” Prov. 11: 25. What
is the cause of so many lean souls in many congrega
tions? We answer, “ covetousness,” in many cases.
I n i Cor. 5: 11 we see that the covetous man is classed
with the fornicator, the idolater, the drunkard, etc.
Are you perfectly contented and doing all you
can to promote the L ord’s work? If not, beware of
covetousness. “ For this ye know, that no whore
monger, or unclean person, nor covetousness man,,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the king
dom of Christ and G od.” Eph. 5 :5 .
— C. B. Jordon
------------- o -------------

Personal Work
It has been apparent to me for many years there
has been a crying lack of personal effect in salvation
work. To me there is a deep meaning in- the words of
Christ in Luke 14: 23. “ Go out into the highways
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and hedges, and compel them to come in that my
house may be lined. ’ ’ There are many rich gems for
God lying undeveloped that might be reached if the
right kind of house-to-house visitation be done. When
a soul gets down sick and becomes totally discouraged,
then it is a great stimulus to be visited by some bright
faced spiritual person who knows how to be 'as wise as
serpents and as harmless as doves.’ Brethren not all
the best spiritual work is done in public meetings.
Many times that which tells, most for God is the dig
ging out of some precious soul from the slough of dis
couragement and despair, and it is accomplished
through the. instrumentality of personal, house-to-house
work.
One thing the worker should bear in mind con
tinually is that confidences reposed should be consid
ered as absolutely sacred. Sometimes a person has
been known to confide trouble in another, and straight
way it has been scattered broadcast. Thus the one
who should have held these matters sacred stooped to
the plane of a mere tattler or busybody. Surely this
portrays a condition that the saints are not yet ail
“ made perfect in love.’
i f the kingdom of heaven in ever taken, it must be
taken by force. The compelling power of Christ
should be so strong within us that when we hear of
some one in trouble or sick and discouraged, we should
not be afraid of the battlement of sin, ignoring the
conditions that may surround that perishing soul, and
make an effort to reach that person. Not all pray
ing is going to do it. It is easier to stay on one's
knees all the time than it is to brave the inclemency
of the weather and the necessity of a long drive per
haps to do tlie personal work that God requires of
you. A bright smile, a sweet flower, some little kind
act may arouse the confidence of the sinner.
When we look around us we see some conditions
into which man has fallen that are truly appalling.
Early marriage, involving which nothing but the grace,
of God can bridge over, and the trouble entailed up
on children by the sins of the parents, forces us to
the belief that there must be some way out of the
blight of such heredity. What is the way? 1 appeal
to you. Is it not through “ the precious blood of
Christ?”
True penitence with all it involves for
both soul and body will effect something that will
help to bring the fettered soul out of the miry clay
and to place it upon the Rock that will endure. Often
a suffering one may feel too timid to place his case
before the jmblic meeting; when a timely, cheering
call from those professing salvation will bring about the desired results.
M. Chapman
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Question Box

(Satan’s Chloroform)
In Luke 22: 31 we read that Satan desired to
have Peter that he might sift him as wheat. Just so,
lie desires to have each true child of God who he
finds boldly standing for the truth. It may be that
a saint has had a wonderful experience with God,
and lie may think that he is safe; but only so much
the more Satan desires to have him. But, hallelujah!
Christ has prayed for him. John 17: 20. And then
again in 1 Cor. 10 : 13 we read: ' ‘ There hath no tempta
tion taken you but such as is common to m an: but God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that you are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape that ye may be able to
bear it. ”
Now Satan having tried the saint hard in many
ways only to find that each trial brings him in closer
communion with God, determines to try something
else so cunning that the saint must surely be over
thrown, but Christ has prayed for him. The devil
takes from his medicine case a little bottle of chloro
form and closely watches for an opportunity to ad
minister the same to the child of God. The enemy
may perhaps find him., like Peter, resting in some
way on his own self-sufficiency, though, unconscious
ly. Peter thought he was safe, and he said. “ 1 am
ready to go with thee, both into prison and to death.”
Luke 22: 33. Most every soul is in danger of getting
into the very same place after enduring a hard fight
of affliction. “ Let him that thinketh lie standeth
take heed lest lie fa ll.” 1 Cor. 10: 12. If Satan can
thus only find a chance, he will most assuredly apply
his chloroform to the saint, Oh, how many precious
souls have been thus led- astray, and taken captive by
the enemy at his will.
The best kind of chloroform the devil can use is
indiffarence. * He is just watching out for every
chance to put the saints of God to sleep. But praise
the dear Lord! He has prayed for us; and by obey
ing His precious W ord that we find in 2 Tim. 4: 5,
“ Watch thou in all things,” we can be kept safely
sheltered from the storms and wiles of Satan, our
lives being “ hid with Christ in God.” Indifference
is one of the first steps to sin, “ and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death.” But blessed be God!
by His grace we may “ endure, as seeing Him who is
invisible.” Heb. 11: 27.
— R. W. Potter
------ -------- o--------------

D on’t forget to send in your renewal subscription.

Question — How long did it take Noah to build
the ark?
Answer — The Bible does not say, in so many
words, that Noah was 120 years in building the ark,
but according to the best chronology God spoke to
Noali concerning the building of the ark in the year
of 2468 B. C. and it was finished in the'year of 2348
B. C. making 120 years.
Question — Please explain Luke 17: 31-37
. Answer — Verse 30 tells us that this shall be in
the day when the Son of man shall be revealed. This
refers to the second coming of Jesus and the end of
the world. In that day there will be no looking to
earth by those who are ready for heaven. The true
saint has been looking heavenward so long he will
have no inclination to look earthward in that day.
This is a solemn warning to all those who are looking
earthward. The expression, “ One shall be taken and.
the other le ft” means that one will find acceptance
with God, and the other will not, and does not mean
that one shall be taken and the other left a thousand
years and be given another chance to get ready for
heaven.
Question — How can Jude 1: 6 have reference
to Adam and Eve as they were not angels.
Answer — Jude 1: 6 does not have such direct
reference to Adam and Eve as to the sons of God
as spoken of in Gen. 6: 1-4. Adam and Eve were
angels and they kept not their first estate. They
were saved by faith in the promised Redeemer, but
multitudes of their descendants are reserved in ever
lasting chains because of their not having kept their
first estate. When the Bible speaks of angels it does
not always mean celestial beings. John writes to the
angel of the Church. Rev, 2: 1. This has reference
to the pastor of the Church. Sons of God in Gen. 6 :
2 does not have reference to celestial beings, but to
the Sethites. Justin, Terullian, Luther, Stier, Kunts
and others held that these sons of God were angels
from heaven, but this is an absurdity. There are
sons of God among the human family. Celestial be
ings never lost their first estate. No one can give
a logical reason why Christ would not have died or
some means been made for the redeeming of fallen
angels as well as fallen man.
— By C. E. Orr.
The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout
the whole earth. He sees and knows all about you
now ! What does He see ?
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♦ « Young People’s Section » ♦
MY DESIRE
When I cross Death’s chilly river,
Safely reach that home above,
May I feel I will be welcome
In that realm of Light and Love.
May I feel that through a life-time
in a sinful world and weak,
I have ever followed Jesus,
Lowly, humble, gentle, meek.
That I helped to lift up Christ there
By the life I lived on earth;
That I helped draw others to Him,
Helped to show His grace and worth.
That I have increased the talents
He has given to my care;
Ever kept the cross before me,
Seeing Jesus hanging there.
May I boldly seek my Master,
Tremble not before His gaze,
Knowing 1 am pure in spirit,
Have lived true through all my days.
May the door of Heaven open
And the angels take me in,
Singing sweet the Psalms of David —
Joy that I am freed from sin.

Our life is in God’s hands but we are free moral
agents here and we can make our lives happy by
living for God or we can make it miserable by living
for Satan. We can do Godly deeds or we can do
Satanic deeds. As for me I desire and intend to
do Godly deeds by His help.
I do not have any
great thing in mind but to obey God and do what
His Word demands.
I want to help lighten someone’s burden, speak
a word of kindness to the weary, give a smile of cheer
to those in sadness, lend a helping hand to those who
need it; and most of all, live a good, straight, true,
honest life before God and man. This is my aim
and purpose in life. Then whatever talent God has
given I will be in readiness to make use of it and
increase it.
Christ said in Matt. 5: 14, “ Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid.” Now, if wre are a city set on a hill wTe must
keep our light shinning out to those in tlrs dark sin
ful world that they may see our good works and
glorify our Father which is in heaven.
Let us so speak, so act, so think and in short,
so live that wc may lift up Christ and draw others
to Him. Then when v:e have drawn our last breath
we can say: “ I have fought a faithful fight.” When
the gates of heaven are open before us and we view7
the eternal joys we can feel deserving of all that God
has promised those who live faithful, true, and free
from sin or any spot or blemish of this world.
Let us strive to enter in and take some one with
us.
Yours in Christ,
— Verta O ’Raine
........... - .................... o - .............................

As I look through Heaven’s portals
Where the saints in glory reign,
May I feel life ’s labor nothing
To compare with Heaven’s gain.
Dear friends, the above few verses express in a
measure the desires and purposes of my heart. I
wish I were able to express fully the thought I have
in mind. Poetry sometimes will reveal many things
that prose cannot. I have a deep desire to live so
that when I look back over my life I may feel deserv
ing of these words, “ Well done, thou good and faith
ful servant, enter thou into the joys of the L ord.”
Tonight I have been thinking deeply upon the
subject of “ life .” We have heard the saying, “ life
is what we make it.” In a great measure this is true.

EDITORIALS
Young people, are you perplexed and discouraged
because of the many trials and troubles which you
encounter along the Christian pathway? No doubt
you wonder why this should be your lot. Now con
sider and remember that your kind, heavenly Father
has permitted all these to come your way, and each
one has a purpose. Your Father says, “ As many as
I love I rebuke and chasten ##. ” When you are chas
tened and rebuked by the Lord you may know that He
loves you. And isn’t it enough to know7 that He loves
you? Again, “ Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,
and scourgetlx every son whom He reeeiveth.” Chas
tisements will surely follow7those whom the Lord loves
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and receives.
Now, the Divine purpose in this is to work out
the plan which He has designed for your life. All
the holy men whose lives are recorded in the Scrip
ture and those noted for piety passed to heaven
through checkered seasons of distress.
Job and
Joseph, Elijah and Daniel and the prophets, Paul
and the apostles were prepared for Glory amid the
scenes of earthly trial. Even Jesus was a man of
sorrows and acquainted ‘with grief. However, to
the Christian there is a source of consolation in the
darkest day of adversity. When our Father leads
through fire and waters of trouble, think of the
gracious design He has in view. He chastens “ for
our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.”
Troubles here will ripen your soul to enjoy much more
the peacefulness of heaven. He sinks you on earth
that you may rise in heaven. The Apostle Paul was
afflicted to keep him humble. Job said, “ When he
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” God's
Word1 says, “ Now, no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless,
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous
ness unto them which are exercised thereby.”
Again, “ The trying of your faith worketh patience.”
By affliction our affections are attracted upwards
and enable us to say: “ Our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed
ing weight of glory; while we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.r'
Also, “ Tribulation worketh patience.”
When you
pray for patience, you may expect the tribulations
first. Chastening often brings wanderers back to the
path of righteousness. The Psalmist said, “ Before
I was afflicted, I went astray; but now I have kept
thy W ord.”
When G od’s gracious designs are seen in His
chastisements, the Christian has a reason to rejoice,
even in affliction. Along with the promise that adver
sities will come, there also comes consolation in the
promise that our kind, heavenly Father will make a
way of escape that we may be able to bear them. God
has made a way of escape for many others and He
will for you. Console yourself in contemplation of
the day when the troubles of life will be ended for
ever.
The camp-meeting season is now here. Those
who ar)e going to camp-meetings can get help and
help others during this season. Pray for the exten
sion of G od’s kingdom, that souls will be rescued
from Satan’s power,, and the saints edified and unified.
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Order free tracts and papers of this Office for
distribution at the camp-meeting to which you arc
going. (Please enclose postage for mailing). Work
now, because the night of death is coming when no
man can work. You can do a work for God by get
ting subscriptions for this 20-page, monthly publica
tion. It will come to bless the reader each month for
a year for only 25 cents. It is your opportunity to
spread the gospel.
— L. D. P.
------------- o------------“ M AKE IT A M ATTER OF P R A Y E R ”
A good old English farmer had become the hap
py inventor of an improved plow. Queen Victoria,
on seeing the new invention, inquired of the farmer
how he thought of it, whereupon he replied:
“ Well, your majesty, I had it in my head for a
long time before it would; come straight. I saw
what was wanted plain enough, but I couldn’t make
out how to get at it. So at last I made it a matter of
prayer; and one morning the whole thing came into
my mind like a flash.”
“ Why, Mr. Smith,” interrupted his royal listen
er, “ do you pray about your plows?”
“ Why, your majesty, why shouldn’t IMy
Father in heaven, He knew I was in trouble about it,
and why shouldn’t I go and tell Him? I remember
one of my boys when he was a teeny little mite. I
bought him a whip, and very pleased was he with it.
Well, he came to me one day, crying as if his little
heart would break. H e’d broken the whip, and he
brought it to me. So I took him on my knee, and
wiped his tears, and kissed him and comforted him.
'Now, don’t cry, my boy,’ says I, ' I ’ll mend the
whip, I will, so that it ’ll crack as loud as ever.’ Well,
now, don’t you think our Father in heaven cares as
much for me as I do for my boy? My plow didn’t
much matter to Him, but I know quite wrell my
trouble did.”
— Sel.
o
o
o ...............o
Owasso, Okla. — Dear young saints scattered
abroad: To-night finds me saved and sanctifiel and
on the K ing’s highway to heaven I'm encouraged
to live on for the Master.
I was delighted to read the testimonies of the
young people in the May issue. I like to know of
young people living for God. Time is very short, and
it is sad to see folks going on heedless and not giving
God one thought.
I am enclosing 25 cents for the renewal of my
subscription to “ Faith and Victory ” . I love to read
it.
Your Sister in the one body, —•Jonnie Hardman
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“ The Following Pages Containing Short Articles
A n d The Sunday School Lessons A re Edited By C. E.
A nd Sadie E. O rr; Hammond, La. Box 370.»
The 26th annual camp-meeting of the Church
of God will be held on the camp ground at Hammond,
La. July 7-17. Only a few days after reading this
the meeting will be in progress. You are invited
to come. This is going to be a good meeting. While
there is a scarcity of money there is no scarcity of
grace.
God can work even more effectually when
man is in adversity than when in prosperity. We
consider these times of financial depression to be
favorable to a good meeting. Come to the meeting,
and help and get help. If you can not come, please
be earnest in prayer for the meeting. A few small
offerings have been sent in to help bear the financial
burden. We are thankful for these.
*
#
#
*
We consider “ Faith and Victory ” the best paper
published. No other paper, so far as we know, con
tains twenty pages of good spiritual articles, testi
monies, editorials, meeting notices, young people’s
department and Sunday School lessons for so small a
subscription price.
This paper is the most evenly
balanced of any we know. It is the freest from com
promise and fanaticism. We surely ought to do all
we can to get such a paj)er into larger circulation.
At your camp-meetings this year why not put forth
an effort to get subscriptions. You can scarcely do
any one a greater benefit than to get them to read
“ Faith and Victory ” .
-----------------o----------------(Continued from page 8).
Do you want liberty to serve the flesh? God
gives you that liberty. He weeps over you when you
are serving the flesh, yet He gives you your moral
freedom. If you take advantage of that liberty to
serve the flesh you will have to pay the penalty.
God will let you do as you please. I would not take
that liberty from you. I would not exercise any
man-rule over you. I would not lord it over the
people of God.
I believe in letting people do as
they please. May be some will say that is a com
promise ; that it gives people liberty to serve the
flesh. I will try and help you to understand what
I mean.
Suppose I teach that it is wrong to use coffee.
You may say, “ Such teaching takes away my liberty.”
Now I do not want to take away your liberty. I
want to teach that it is wrong to use it, and give yon
the reasons why, but if you do not get to God and
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gef light into your own soul from heaven that it i>
wrong, and lot God deliver you from it so that yon
find great liberty in leaving it off it will do you but
little good to quit its use. It may help you physically,
but not spiritually. I would have you do as you
please, but I would like to help you get to that place
where your highest pleasure is to please God, and
you leave off every wrong* thing because God has
showed you that it is wrong, and not leaving it off
because some one teaches it.
Can you not under
stand what I mean ?
Some may say, “ I understand you, but what is
the need of teaching on such lines ?”
Now I will
try and make clear to you the great need of such
teaching. There is not enough living from the heart
among the saints. There is too much coldness, formal
ity and dullness among* us. This is a plain statement,
but it is the fact. The reason why there is such
formality and dullness is because there is not enough
heart-living.
There is too much doing and not do
ing because it is taught that we should do certain
things and not do certain things. The things we do
and do not do should be done from the power of a
living “ truth in the inward part.” This only will
save us from cold formality. If you were only able
to receive it I would say that too many are doing
things merely because the Bible says so. Wait a
moment, and let me explain. The Bible teaches (in
principle) and preachers teach that it is distrust
ing* God to take medicine. Now you can say, “ I
will not take any medicine because the Bible says,
‘ God will heal all my diseases, ’ and yet you may not
get healed. Why is it? It is because you have not
made that word you see on the printed page a living
power in your heart. Jesus says, “ If ye abide in me
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what you will
and it shall be done unto you.”
Multitudes are
claiming that promise and getting no results. What
is the trouble? It is because the word is not abiding
in their heart in its power. Peter said, “ Such as I
have.” He had something. He had healing truth
as a power in his heart, and he gave it from himself
to the man and he was instantly healed.
That is what these articles are insisting upon.
It is the word of God as a mighty, working, force in
the heart. Preachers can teach plainness of dress,
divine healing, the Church of God, and yet the sick not
be healed, the people getting more worldly in dress,
and gradually losing sight of the Church. Why is
this? It is because the theory is preached and it is
received as a mere theory, and not made a living
reality in the soul.
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The theory of the new birth, of sanctification,
of holiness, of divine healing, of dressing in modest
apparel, of the Church ,of the death of Jesus, of H^s
separation from the world, and all these received as a
theory and the congregation getting more formal,
lifeless, immodest, worldly-minded, all the time.
When the Holy Spirit takes a soul down into the
death of Jesus, and there that soul dies in the death
of Christ there will be a resurrection to a life of
power that will stir the country for ten miles around.
It did it at Pentecost and it will do it today. We see
what is called conversions, and sanctifications to
day and they are so cold, tame, lifeless, that they
create but little or no joy in the heart of the saints.
There are those today who can look back to the time
of their conversion or sanctification when they felt
more like a creature of heaven than of earth. They
lived in a heavenly realm. They walked in a spirit
of prayer. They lived in constant communion with
Cod. The word of God was a fire in their bones.
Diseases were dhiven backj, and sinners awed by
their presence. I have known the sick to be instantly
healed by the presence of preachers coming into the
room. It is different today. W hy is it different?
Because the living truth has not been kept burning
on the altar of the soul. The theory is held in the?
head, but the fire has gone out in the heart.
Too many are trying to live what some one else
teaches instead of getting the truth in the heart. Did
you not know that you can get nothing from heaven
except there be a heart conviction by the spirit for
the thing desired. You want to be saved because you
do not want to go to hell; you want to be healed be
cause you want to be well, you want your daily bread
because you don’t want to go hungry, but there is no
heart conviction for the things you are desiring. You
pray with your lips but there is no mighty pleading
of the Holy Spirit in you anl you get nothing from
heaven to your life. You may think that I am severe.
I am telling you truth because I love you.
Jesus says. “ My sheep hear my voice and they
follow me.” You are to hear more than the preacher's
voice, but there are those who are hearing no more.
You are to listen for the voice of Jesus in the voice
of the preacher and if you can not hear it, do not
follow. You have heaven to gain for yourself. You
have your own life to live. Do not look around and
compare yourself with some one else. Look to heaven
and live to please God. He will tell you how to live.
His Spirit will write it in your heart. No two lambs
bleat just alike. Jesus knows each sheep by its own
particular bleat, No life will ever be just like yours.
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because there never was any one just like you. It
takes your own individual life to complete the all
glorious temple of God. Seek the God of heaven to
teach your heart how to live. You can live the life
God wants you to live, but you can not live the life
of another. There are some variations in every life.
It is the law of heaven. Get your eyes off of others.
Jesus says, “ AYhat is that to thee, follow thou me.”
My article is growing lengthy, and I have a lot more
to say. I would like to give some of my experience
as to how God has taught me respecting some things
in my next article.
— C. E. Orr.

Bible Lessons For Sunday
Schools And Home Study
Sunday, July 2, 1933
H ome S tudy F or T he W eek

June 26 — Joshua Succeeds Moses. Joshua 1 : 1-9.
June 27 — Joshua Enters Canaan. Josh. 4: 8-14.
June 28 — Joshua’s Vision. Josh. 5: 8-14.
June 29 — Joshua’s Obedience. Josh. 6: 1-11.
June 30 — Joshua Instructing The People. Josh.
8 :30-35.
July 1 — Joshua's Farewell Address. Josh. 23: 1-13.
July 2 — Devotional Reading. Psa. 119: 1-16.
L esson T ext , P rinted P ortions — Josh. 1: 1-7;

and Oil. 23: 1, 2, 14.
SUBJECT — Israel’s New Leader.
1. Now after the death of Moses, the servant of
the Lord, it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying,
2. Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise,
go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto
the land which I do give to them, even to the chil
dren of Israel,
3. Every place that the sole of your foot shall
tread upon, that, have I given unto you, as I said unto
Moses,
4. From the wilderness and this Lebanon even un
to the great river, the Euphrates, all the land of the
I-Iittites, and unto the great sea toward the going
down of the sun, shall be your coasts.
5. There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life ; as I was with Moses, so
I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.
6. Be strong and of a good courage; for unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers to give them,
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7.
Only be thou strong and very courageous, that Moses died and God buried him. Joshua is called
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, to be the successor of Moses. He is Israel’s new
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not leader and called to bring the chosen of God into
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou may- Canaan.
The last three verses of our lesson for today are
est prosper whithersoever thou goest.
Ch. 23: 1. And it came to pass a long time after found in chapter 23. About 25 years have passed
that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all between this and what is given in the first verses
their enemies around about, that Joshua waxed old of this lesson. The first seven verses speak o-f a time
when Israel was called to enter Canaan. These lastand stricken in age.
2. And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their three verses speak of the approach of the death of
elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and Joshua about .25 years after he had entered Canaan.
for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and Tn his parting words, Joshua gives the children of
Israel solemn warning against compromising with
stricken in age:
14. And behold, this day 1 am going the way of the idolatrous nations around them.
all the earth : and ye know in all your hearts and in
EXPLAN ATO RY NOTE8
all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all
Verse 1. “ Now after the death of M'oses.” This
the good things which the Lord your God spake con reads right on as a continuance of the last chapter
cerning y o u ; all are come to pass unto you, and nol of the book of Deuteronomy.
This last chapter of
one thing hath failed thereof.
Deuteronomy should have been the first chapter of
Memory Verse — Verse 14. Let all above the Joshua. It is very evident that this last chapter of
Deuteronomy was not written by Moses for no one
Primary class commit this verse to memory.
can write an account of his own death and burial.
Central Thought — The Faithfulness Of God.
No
doubt but that this chapter was written by Joshua.
Practical Truth —
I must never doubt the
“ The Lord spake unto Joshua.”
This was thirty
promises of God.
days after the death of Moses when the days of
Suggestions To Teachers
mourning for Moses were ended. See Duet. 34: 8.
Primary and Junior — Let the teacher acquaint
Verse 2. “ Moses my servant.”
The word “ ser
himself with the life of Joshua. Point out to the vant” as here used has a fuller meaning than is gener
children the many good qualities in this man's lifw ally-understood. It includes the meaning of “ Prime
and because of his faithfulness God was with him and Minister.”
Moses, was God's prime minister, and
helped him.
the only one after him that bore this title was .Jesus
Intermediates — Ask the class if they ever knew Christ of whom Moses was a type.
of one instance where God failed to keep His
Verse 3. “ Every place that the sole of your foot
promise. Impress on the minds of the children the shall tread upon.”
This teaches that these seven
importance of being faithful to God. It is the way Canaanite nations could be easily conquered. Their
of prosperity, even though we die as poor as Lazarus. unfaithfulness to God was the only reason the -task
Seniors and Adults — Discuss the meaning of of driving out the Canaanites would be difficult.
“ being strong and of good courage.” What is Christ
Verse 4. ‘ ‘ From this wilderness and this Lebanon.
ian strength? What is Christian courage?
God is here pointing out to Joshua the full .extent
INTRODUCTION
of his rightful possessions. It is a fact that the
The children of Israel have now reached the Israelites did not possess the fulness of this GodPlains of Moab just east of the Jordon. They had given territory until the days of David. See 2 Chron.
been 430 years in Egypt, and 40 years in the wilder 9: 26. How long it takes G od’s people to take poss
ness. Now after the lapse of 470 years they are a- ession of all that God has for them! Many never do.
gain called to enter the land given by God to them. The Hittit.es were the strongest and most warlike
They are taking possession of what could have been of the nations of Canaan. They dwelt in the moun
theirs all these many years if God had been fully o- tains of the south, and would be the hardest to ex
beyed. This is true in life. How many of G od’s chil terminate speaking after the manner of men. The
dren are dispossessed for a time because of some dis great sea was the Mediterrenean sea.
Verse 5. None shall be able to stand against Joshua
obedience from that which could have been theirs
because God was with him. This same is true of every
constantly through obedience.
God had taken Moses up in Mount Nebo. There child of God. Only believe.
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Verses 6, 7. Be strong* and courageous enough to
keep all the commandments of God. it requires
strength and courage to keep G od’s commandments.
It takes courage oftentimes, to say, No, to the tempta
tions of the world. It takes courage to stand for
Jesus. The words, “ Be strong and very courageous’ ’
literally means to be strong and play the man to the
fullest extent. God will be with us and help us, but
He would have us to do all in our power. If w.e re
fuse to play the man (do our part) God will not help
us.
Sunday, July 9; 1933
H ome S tudy F or T he W eek

July
July
July
July
July
July
July

3 — Caleb Exploring Canaan. Num. 13: 17-31.
4. — Caleb’s Faith and Courage. Num. 14: 1-10.
5 — G od’s Promise To Caleb. Deut. 1: 26-36.
6 — God's Promise Fulfilled. Josh. 14: 6-15.
7 — Confidence in Jehovah. Psa. 27: 1-14.
8 — Some Heroes of Faith. IJeb. 11: 17-30.
9 — Devotional Reading. Psa. 121.

L esson T ext , P rinted P ortion — Josh. 14: 6-12.

SUBJECT — Caleb
6. Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua
in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenezite, said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that
the Lord said unto Moses the man of God concerning
me and thee in Kaclesh-barnea.
7. Forty years old was I when Moses the servant
of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out
the land; and 1 brought him word again as it was
in mine heart.
8. Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me
made the heart of the people m elt: but I wholly
followed the Lord my God.
9. And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely
the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine
inheritance, and thy children’s forever, because thou
hast wholly followed the Lord my God.
10. And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said,, these forty and five years, even since
the Lord spake this word unto Moses, while the chil
dren of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now.
lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.
11. As yet I am as strong this day as I was in. the
day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then,
even so is my strength now, for Avar, both to go out,
and to come in.
12. Now therefore give me this mountain, Avhereof
the Lord spake in that d a y ; for thou heardest in that
day hoAV the Anakims A\Tere there, and that the cities

and

July, 1933.

VICTORY

Avere great and fenced; if so be the Lord will be Avith
me, then 1 shall be able to drive them out. as the Lord
said.
(Read the remainder of this chapter).
’ Memory Verse — Blessed is the man that maketh the Lord his trust. Psa. 40: 4.
Central Thought — Living out Avhat is in the
heart.
Practical Truth — Have God in the heart and
wholly folloAV Him.
Suggestion To Teachers
Primary and Juniors — Talk to the children
about the inheritance of those avIio AA-holly follow God.
Read Averse 9. God gave Caleb a long life. Read the
promise to children. Eph. 6: 1-3.
Intermediates — This lesson affords you a great
opportunity of impressing the minds of the children
Avith the fact that God is the preserver of our life.
Tell the story of Caleb’s faithfulness. Num. 13: 1733.
Seniors and Adults — Discuss the faithfulness
of Caleb, and his reward. Was Caleb faithful to
God for the sake of the promises, or did he serve God
out of pure love to Him? Should we serve God just
to get to heaven and to escape hell ?
Introduction
Caleb AATa s forty years old when the children of
Israel came out of Egypt into the A\7ilderness. Then
lie with all Israel wandered forty years in the wild
erness. Thus Caleb Avas eighty years old when the
children of Israel crossed the Jordan into Canaan.
Now Caleb is eighty-five. Consequently the children
of Israel have been five years in Canaan at the time
of our lesson today. The hill country of Hebron had
once been the home of Abraham. It is yet uncon
quered, but Caleb makes choice of this hill country in
faith that God Avould help him drive out the foe.
E X PLA N A TO R Y NOTES
Verse 6. Infidels take the parentage of Caleb io
ridicule the Bible. In this verse it is said that Caleb
was the son of Jephunneth the Kenezite, while in 1
Chron. 2: 18 he is called the son of Hezron. The
Bible often speaks of grandsons and even of nepheAvs
as being sons. Hezron Avas one of Caleb’s ancestors
and not his real father. 44The thing the Lord said
unto Moses.” By reading Num. 13: 22 and 14: 24,
and Deut. 1 :36 it is made quite clear that God had
promised Hebron to Caleb.
Caleb kneAV the thing
God had promised. Moses concerning him. He had
kept it in rememberance these forty-five years, or
from the time he proved his faithfulness as a spy
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to spy out the land of Canaan. Doubtless lie thought
of Hebron, his future home, many jtimes during
these forty-five years. His companions all around
him were dying in the wilderness, but be had no fear
of death. He remembered the thing God had said.
Verse 7. ‘ ‘ As it was in mine heart.” When Caleb
came from Canaan to Moses he told Moses that they
could take the land.
He spoke from his heart, not
from sight. In his heart lie heard the promise of
God, and he was moved by that promise and not by
what he saw in Canaan.
Verse 8. “ / wholly followed the L o r d ” The Avord.
“ Caleb” means “ a dog.” Some have thought this
name unfitting to Caleb. In this they are mistaken.
The dog follows his master more truly than any other
animal. It is in this sense that the term “ dog” fit
tingly represents Caleb. Two men may be walking
down the road with a dog following them. You can
not tell to which one the dog belongs. But let these
men come to where the road divides and they sepa
rate, then you Avill soon see which one was the dog's
master. It is Avhen a division arises among G od’s
children, as when the twelve spies returned, Ave see
who it is that folloAvs God.
Verse 9. Here Moses understood that God would
give Caleb a possession in Canaan. It pays to follow
God wholly. Will we not this day resolve to do it
more fully? We would say that the Avord “ Caleb”
has another meaning beside “ dog.” It means “ all
heart.” Caleb followed God with all his heart, and
God gave him Hebron. In Num. 14: 24 we learn the
secret of Caleb's faithfulness
He had “ another
spirit in him. ” When Ave have the Spirit of God in
our hearts we aauII walk in faithfulness to God.
Verses 10-12. Kept by the power of God through
the dangers of the wilderness. Here was a super
natural keeping. All Israel, except Caleb and Joshua
had succumbed to death in a natural way.
These
were kept by God. Caleb at 85 was strong as he had
ever been at any time in his life. Have faith in God.
Those who are kept by God are kept for a purpose.
He does not keep men alive for no purpose. May we
be faithful to that purpose. We are able to possess
all that God intends in His purpose of giving life.
We are able to occupy all the territory God gives
us. Trust Him. Commit thyself into His keeping.
Go forward to fulfill all His purposes concerning
you.
Sunday, July 16, 1933
H ome S tudy F or T he W eek

July 10 — Deborah a Judge.

Judg. 4: 1-5.
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July
July
July
July
July
July

11 — Deborah a Leader. Judg 4: 6-10.
12 — Deborah a General. Judg. 4: 11-16.
13 — Deborah’s Song. Judg. 5: 1-11.
14 — A Woman of Courage. Esther 4: 9-17.
15 — Esther Saves Her People. Esther 8: 1-8.
16 — Devotional Reading. Psa. 46 1-11.

L esson T ext , P rinted P ortion — Judges 4: 4-10.

SUBJECT — Deborah.
4. And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapi(loth, she judged Israel at that time.
5. And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah
between Ramali and Bethel in mount Ephraim: and
the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.
6. And she sent and called Barak the son of
Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him.
Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying,
Go and draw toward Mount Tabor, and take with
thee ten thousand men of the chidren of Naphtali,
and of the children of Zebulun?
7. And 1 will draw unto thee to the river Kishon
Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army with his chariots
and his multitude; and I Avill deliver him into thine
hand.
8. And Barak said nuto her. If thou Avilt go with
me, then I Avill go; but if tliou wilt not go with me,
then I will not go.
9. And she said, I will surely go with thee; not
withstanding the journey that thou takest shall not
be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell Sisera
into the hand of a woman.- And Deborah arose and
went with Barak to Kedesh.
10. And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to
Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand men at:
his feet: and Deborah went with him.
Memory verse — God is our refuge and strength.
A very present help in trouble. Psa. 46: 1.
Central Thought — God will fight life ’s battles
for us.
Practical Truth — Rely not on yourself, but on
God, and go forward.
Suggestion To Teachers
Primary and Juniors — Acquaint yourself with
the history of the children of Israel at this time.
Study the first three chapters of Judges. Tell how
the children of God Avent into sin when Othniel died,
and again when Ehud died they again went, into sin.
Tell of God’s hatred of sin. God Avants us all to loathe
sin.
Intermediates — Be sure to make a thorough
study of the lesson. Study the first three chapters.
See how the children of Israel went into idolatry time
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and again. Such is the depravity of the human
heart.
Seniors and Adults — Discuss the proneness ox
man to wander from God. .
The decline of refor
mations. Are you as spiritual as you once were?
introduction
One hundred and fifty years have gone by since
the children of Israel passed over Jordan into Canaan.
Joshua has been dead many years. God raised up
judges to judge and rule in Israel. Othniel was the
first judge. Ehud the second, and now Deborah is
the third. When a judge died God's people went into
sin. God sent punishment upon them for their idol
atry. When Ehud died the children of Israel again
did evil in the sight of the Lord. To punish them,
God allowed the king of Canaan to defeat them in
battle. Then the children of Israel cided unto God
and God raises up Deborah to judge over them, and
lead them back to God and to victor}’ .
E X P L A N A T O R Y NOTES
Verse 4. Deborah, a prophetess. The Spirit of
God descended upon her and she thus was made cap
able of communion with God, and to make known to
the children of Israel the will of God. We do not need
a prophet or priest today to reveal God's will to us.
The word “ prophet'’ or “ prophetess" means a
“ spokesman for G od." The word “ Deborah" means
“ a bee." She was a honey bee to her friends, but
a stinging bee to her enemies.
Verse 5. “ She dwelt under the palm tree of De
borah." This palm tree was not named after this
Deborah of today s lesson, but in memory of Rebekah's nurse.
Rebekah was the wife of Isaac,
Abraham's son. She had a nurse named Deborah.
She died and they buried her under an oak. See
Gen. 35: 8. In the one place it is called an oak while
in the other a palm tree.
Verse 6. “ Barak." Deborah calls this man to be
General of the armies of Israel. The name “ Barak"
signifies, “ lightning," which is quite appropriate
for a warrior. Kedesh-nepktali was one of the cities
of refuge in the Gershon division.
Verse 7. In verse 6 Deborah tells Barak that God
said for him to “ Go and draw toward mount Tabor."
In verse 7 she says that God said ‘ ‘ I will draw unto
thee to the river Kishon, Sisera.' ’ God would draw
Sisera to Barak. This is very significant. G od’s
ways are often difficult to understand. God drew
Barak and Sisera together to battle. God draws His
people to Him. He draws the ungodly to their de
struction. God has a way in which He will cause Ilis

July, 1931.

VICTORY

people to triumph over their enemies. When we go
out at God's command He will bring our enemies in
com act with us that we might triumph in His way.
Verse 8. The best of men are still men at the best..
Barak would not go out to battle even at the promise
of God except a woman go with him.
He had ten
thousand men, but these were not enough. He desir
ed this woman to go with him to the battle. This was
because upon this woman rested the Spirit of God.
He felt a greater assurance that God would be w’th
him, if the woman of God was with him.
Verse 9. Deborah would go, but Barak would not
have the honor of conquering Sisera. He should fall
into the hands of a woman. This was Jael. Read, the
entire story of the battle.
Verse 10. Deborah hesitated not to go. She went
because God directed her to go. She was one who
knew the will or God concerning it, and went forth
fearing nothing. We can all know God’s wTl concern
ing us, and we should be ever knowing it and doing
it. The ten thousand men at Barak's feet means
that they were all footmen or infantry, no chariots.
God gave victory.
Sunday, July 23, 1933
H ome S tudy F or T he W eek

July
July
July
July
July
July
9-13.
July

17 — Drunkenness Denounced. Isa. 5: 8-12.
18 — Woes of the Drunkard. Isa. 5: 18-24.
19 — Drunkenness and Poverty. Prov. 23: 19-26.
20 — Soborietv Enjoined. Tit. 2: 1-12.
21 — Obeying the Law. 1 Pet. 2: 11-17.
22 — Avoiding Evil Companions. 1 Cor. 5:
23 — Devotional Reading.

Psa. 85: 7-13.

L esson T ext , P rinted P ortion — Isa. 5 :8-12, 18-20

SUBJECT — The Sin of Drunkenness.
8. Woe unto them that join house to house, that
lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may
be placed alone in the midst of the earth.
9. In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, Of a truth
many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair,
without inhabitant.
10. Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath,
and the seed of an. homer shall yield an ephah;
11. Woe unto them that rise up early in the morn
ing, that they may follow strong drink; that con
tinue until night, till wine inflame.
12. And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and the
pipe, and wine are in their feasts; but they regard
not the work of the Lord, neither consider the oper
ation of his hands.
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18. Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords who are sinning as it were with a cart rope. (ver.ISj.
of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rop e:
They utter them sneeringly.
Moffatt renders this
19. That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his verse in these words. ' ‘ Pray, let us see what he (God)
work, that we may see i t : and let the counsel of the will do. W e ’d like to know what Israel’s Majesty
Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we can have in mind.”
These words were spoken in
may know it!
mockery of God’s counsels. The words, “ Sin as it
20. Woe unto them that call evil good, and good were with a cart rope” means that their sins had
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for dark been added one to another until drawn out to an
ness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! enormous length.
It is compared to a rope maker
still
increasing
and
lengthening
his rope.
Memory Verse — Righteousness exalteth a na
Certainly
minds
that
call
evil
good, and dark
tion, but sin is a reproach to any people. Prov. 14: 34.
ness
light
are
woefully
darkened.
This
is being done
Central Thought — How terrible are the woes
today in religious ciricles. Many an evil thing is call
which God pronounces.
Practical Truth — Live holy lives that we may ed good. The pageants, the plays, the festivals, the
orchestras which are termed great good are howling
escape the woes of God.
sins in the sight of God. Let the teachers impress this
Suggestion To Teachers
on the minds of those who are taught. Today the
Primary and Junior — Picture the horrors of
church is so full of compromise until folks have come
drunkenness, also of tobacco-using and all forms of
to see light where it is all darkness. They tolerate
evil habits. No drunkard can enter heaven.
each other. They use very soft words. They say of
Intermediate — Sin keeps man out of heaven.
a man that he “ equivocated,” instead of saying he
Sinners shall be turned into hell. Do not hesitate to
“ lied.” They say, “ he took a little advantage in
teach the child that there is a hell and that sin leads
the deal” when in fact “ he cheated.” Folks are so
to this place of eternal torment.
fearful of hurting the feelings of another that they
Senior and Adult — Discuss the sin of drunken
suffer wrong doing to go on without rebuke, and as
ness and of covetousness. Covetousness is a form of
a result sin and worldiness is getting in on the people
drunkenness.
of God.
Introduction
Israel and Judah had fallen into the sins of
Sunday; July 30; 1933.
drunkenness and covetousness. They were joining
H ome S tudy F or T he W eek
house to house.
Greedy, full of drunkenness and
rioting. Their minds had become so darkened that July 24 — Gideon Commissioned. J udg. 6: 11-14
they mistook darkness for light. Isaiah denounces July 25 — Gideon’s Humility and Caution. Judg. 6:
15 - 24.
their sins.
July 26 — Gideon Attacks Idolatry. Judg. 6: 25-32.
EXPLANATORY" NOTES
July 27 — Gideon’s Army Sifted. Judg. 7: 4-8.
This whole chapter constitutes one prophecy.
July 28 — Gideon’s Conquest. Judg. 7: 13-19.
In verses 1 - 7 we have the astonishing declaration
July 29 — Gideon’s Faith. Heb. 11: 32-40.
that in the “ vineyard of the Lord of hosts’ 7 God has
July 30 — Devotional Reading. Psa. 98: 1-9.
discovered, not the excellent fruit, He had a right to
L esson T ext , P rinted P ortion — Judg. 7: 4-7,
expect, but “ wild grapes.” In our lesson for today
16-21.
some of these “ wild grapes” are spoken of. The God
SUBJECT — Gideon.
of heaven discovers the terrible sins of drunkenness,
4. And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people
greed and pride in the midst of His people. Men
were not satisfied with those possessions that they are yet too m any: bring them down unto the water,
could obtain by honest industry, were coveting their and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be,
neighbor’s possession and seeking by any means to that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee;
get possession of them. This sin has its counterpart and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go
today among professors of religion. Men in that day with thee, the same shall not go.
5. So he brought down the people unto the water;
were living for mere pleasure; were filled writh the
“ wild grapes” of sensual indulgences. Verse 19 is and the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one-that lapnot so easily understood the way our translation has petli of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth,
it rendered. These words are uttered by the people him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one
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that bo wet li down upon his knees to drink.
6. And the number of them that lapped, putting
their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men:
but ail the rest of the people bowed down upon their
knees to drink water.
7. And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver
the Midianiies into thine hand; and let all the other
people go every man unto his place.
16. And lie divided the three hundred men into
three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's
hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the
pitchers.
17. And lie said unto them, Look on me, and do
likewise; and, behold, when I come to the outside of
the camp, it shall be that I do, so shall ye do.
18. When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that
are with me, then blow ye trumpets also on every side
of all the camp, and say, The sword of the Lord, and
of Gideon.
19. So Gideon, and the hundred men that were
with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but
newly set the watch; and they blew the trumpets,
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
20. And the three companies blew the trumpets,
and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their
left hands, and the trumpets is their right hands to
blow withal; and they cried, The sword of the Lord,
and of Gideon.
21. And they stood every man in his place round
about the cam p; and all the host ran, and cried, and
fled.
Memory Verse — The Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid !

Psa. 27: 1.

Central Thought — When God is for us we can
triumph.
Practical Truth — When
Grength. then we are strong.

we make God our

Suggestion To Teachers
Primary and Junior — This is a most inter
esting lesson, and one that can be made most im
pressive. Take advantage of it. Teach the child his
need of God through life. He can be strong to make
a success in life if he trusts to G od’s strength.
Intermediate — Dwell particularly on verse 17.
Gideon represents Christ. We are to look on him.
l)o as he does. This is the secret of a successful life.
Senior and Adult —■ Discuss the reason of the
three hundred being chosen in the manner in which
they were. What is the significance t Discuss why

VICTORY
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God could win with three hundred and not with 32,
000.
Introduction
. For seven years Israel, the chosen of God, had
been oppressed by the Midianites. Now God calls
Gideon as their deliverer. He'began his work of de
liverance of Israel by breaking down the altar of
Baal in Ophrah. The Midianites were encamped in
the valley of Jezreel. By the sign of the fleece Gideon
was assured of victory. He called the men of Israel
together to drive out the invaders. 32,000 answered
the called. God reduced these to 300. After the
defeat of the Midianites Israel had peace and quiet
for forty years. At the expiration of that time
Gideon died at a ripe old age. Then comes the sad
story of Israel going again into idolatry.
EX PLA N A TO R Y NOTES
This is a great lesson. Volumes could be written
upon it. We can give but a few words. God is not
dependent on numbers. A lesson difficult to learn.
Man is inclined to follow the crowd. God can use
only certain characters. He will reduce the number
until He has only such as He can use. He wants to
reveal His presence on the earth. He can do it only
through those who are true as steel.
There are many lessons to be gleaned from the
lapping of the water. Only 300 did this and they
were the chosen ones. Perhaps the most important
lesson is that of watchfulness. Gideon’s army wTas in
the very presence of the enemy. It was high time
for men to be on the alert. To lay down and drink
water wras to be thrown off guard.
To bring
the water in the hand and drink from the hand was
to still keep the eye upon the enemy. Vigilance is a
most necessary thing in the Christian life
The
command of Jesus is to W ATCH.
God formed the plan. Gideon and his band
carried out the plan and succeeded. God wall form
the plan of your life if you will give it into His hands.
It is for you to let God plan and to work out that
plan. God will be with you and work with you. Here
it was, “ The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.’ ’
How significant. God and Gideon using the same
sword. It will conquer. Be sure in all your under
takings in life that it is the “ Lord and I .” That is
a company that never fails. Do not have it, “ I and
the Lord,” but “ The Lord and I .”
Empty pitchers and burning light.
Jesus
emptied Himself (Phil. 2:8) and thus became the
light of the world. Empty yourself, that God may
come in so that all through your life it will be “ The
Lord and I ,”

