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A Ladder to Heaven
After Jacob deceived Esau, Esau planned to kill Jacob. Rebekah,
their mother, heard o f Esau’s plan and called to Jacob. “Your brother
is planning to kill you,” she informed him. “Run from here to visit
m y brother Laban. Stay with him a few days until your brother has
had time to calm down. Then, I w ill send for you.”
Rebekah spoke to Isaac later. “I am having a hard time in my life
because o f the daughters o f Heth living here around us. If Jacob mar
ries one o f these girls, what good is my life?” Rebekah complained.
Isaac called to Jacob. “Go to the house o f Laban, your mother’s
brother and marry one o f his daughters,” Isaac advised. “May God
bless you and make you fruitful, and give you the blessing o f Abraham.”
Jacob followed his parent’s advice and went to visit his uncle.
Esau saw that Jacob was gone. He married one o f Ishmael’s
descendants.
Meanwhile, Jacob was on the long journey to his uncle’s. He grew
tired and stopped for the night. Jacob put one o f the stones behind
his head and used it for a pillow. While he slept, he dreamed about
a beautiful ladder that reached all o f the way to heaven. Angels o f
God were walking up and down the ladder. The Lord was above the
ladder. The Lord said, “I am the God o f Abraham your father, and
o f Isaac. I will give you and your children this land. You will have
as many in your fam ily as the dust on the earth. In you and your
children w ill everyone on the earth be blessed.”
Jacob woke up. “Surely the Lord is in this place,” Jacob declared.
“I did not know it.” Jacob was afraid. “This must be the gate o f
heaven,” he thought. Jacob got up early the next morning and took
the stone he had used for a pillow. He made it a pillar and poured
oil on top o f it. He called the place Bethel.
Jacob made a promise to the Lord. “If You will be with me and
keep me, and w ill give me bread to eat and clothing, and allow me to
return to my father’s house in peace, You will be my God. This stone
w ill be Your house. I w ill give You a tenth o f all that I receive.”
— Sis. Monica Murphey

A Ladder to Heaven: Bible Drill
Isaac loved the Lord and offered Him a tenth o f everything
that he received. M any still do this today. It is called
tithing. It is g o o d to give to the Lord s work, whether it
is a tenth o f what you have, or more! Find the follow ing
verses about money/possessions and write them down on
the lines. Whoever finishes first is the winner!

Leviticus 27:30

Malachi 3:10

Acts 20:35

Luke 12:33

Deuteronomy 14:22

if they stay in here too long!" replied
Jack.
Jack and Suzi decided it was time
“We are going to give you a sobriety
to move from Knoxville. Someone told test,” said the second officer. “Driving
Jack about a ranch in Georgia. The drunk with a truck is going to cost
owner needed a caregiver for his large you, Buddy!"
variety o f exotic animals on his ranch.
“I’m tired but I’m not drunk!” de
Jack called the ranch owner and they clared Jack. “Ifw e can let some air out
made an agreement over the phone. these tires, I’ll back out o f here and
W ithin a couple months, Jack, Suzi get these elephants on the way!”
and the girls had their things packed
The officers grabbed Jack and held
and were heading to that thousand him up against the U-haul. A third of
acre ranch.
ficer was directing traffic around the
One o f Jack’s first jobs was to truck. Jack was in trouble!
pick up three baby elephants from
“Look," said Jack, “I’m sorry I went
the Kennedy International Airport in down this highway—I don’t know
New York City. Jack was not a city the roads here—but let me show you
boy and he had only been to NYC one what’s inside this truck so you can see
time before. This made him nervous. for yourselfthat I need to keep moving."
Before he left, Jack and Suzi prayed
“Alright, wise guy,” one officer said
all would go well.
as they released Jack.
Jack flew to Kennedy Airport and
Jack opened up the back door and
met the airliner bringing animals from three baby elephant trunks reached
Africa. In the m iddle o f the night, they out to him.
unloaded elephants, rhinos, zebras,
“Wow! You weren’t lying!" said
and lions. Jack loaded up only three one officer. “Do you have papers oh
baby elephants into a rented U-Haul them?"
truck. He was tired by the tim e he
Jack showed them the ownership
shut the back door and fastened the papers. The officers were so amused
lock, but he knew he had to get those by Jack’s cute babies that they not
elephants to their ranch before they only called for help to get his truck
got hot and cranky.
unstuck, but they escorted him out
Heading south on the busy net o f NYC.
work o f highways. Jack took a wrong
When Jack rolled the truck down
road. Suddenly he realized that he the ranch drive he was thankful to
was heading toward a road overpass let these cute babies out to play and
that was not tall enough for his truck eat.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
to go under!
Questions:
SCREEECH! Jack heard the top
1. What did Esau plan to do to Jacob?
o f the truck scrape the concrete over
pass. The truck stopped. Jack and 2. What did Rebekah advise to do?
the elephants were stuck! Car horns 3. What did Isaac tell Jacob to do?
honked as a long line form ed behind 4. What did Jacob use for a pillow?
5. W hat did Jacob dream o f that
the truck.
Jack climbed out o f the cab and reached to Heaven?
was preparing to let air out the truck 6. Who was above the ladder?
tires when he heard sirens coming 7. What did Jacob do w ith the rock?
his way. Two police cruisers pulled 8. What prom ise did Jacob make
the Lord?
up beside Jack’s truck.
“Can’t you read?” barked one offi
cer as he walked toward Jack. “There’s Answers: 1. Kill him. 2. Go to her
a sign warning against a truck this brother’s. 3. Marry one ofhis cousins.
size coming down this highway. We 4. A rock. 5. A ladder. 6. The Lord.
are going to impound this truck and 7. Made it into a pillar and poured
oil on it. 8. That he would give the
take you to the station!"
“But the baby elephants w ill die Lord a tenth o fh is profits.

First Ranch Assignment
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Jacob Meets Rachel
Jacob came upon a well in a field. Flocks o f sheep were lying
around it. A great stone covered the top o f the well. The herdsmen
rolled the stone away from the w ell and watered their sheep. Jacob
approached the men and asked, “Who are you?” “We are from Haran,”
they answered.
“Do you know Laban?” Jacob asked.
“We know him,” they replied. “He is doing well. There is his
daughter, Rachel, com ing with his sheep.”
While he was speaking with the men, Rachel approached the well
with her father’s sheep. When Jacob saw Rachel, he went to the
well and rolled the stone from the well for her. He helped her water
Laban’s flocks. Jacob kissed Rachel and wept. Jacob told Rachel
that he was her cousin. She ran to tell her father.
When Laban heard that his nephew was at the well, he ran to
meet Jacob. Laban threw his arms around Jacob and brought him
in to his home. Jacob stayed with Laban’s fam ily for a month.
Jacob worked hard for Laban during his stay. One day, Laban
came to talk with him about wages. “You are m y family. You should
not work for nothing,” Laban protested.
Laban had two daughters. Leah, the eldest, had kind eyes, but
Rachel, the youngest, was beautiful. Jacob answered, “I will serve
you seven years if you will allow me to m arry Rachel.”
“I would rather have her marry you than any other man,” Laban
agreed. So Jacob worked seven years for Rachel. It did not seem like
such a long time, because he loved her very much. Finally, when the
seven years o f hard work were completed, he went to Laban. “Let me
marry Rachel," Jacob insisted. “M y time o f service is completed.”
— Sis. Monica Murphey

Jacob Meets Rachel

Across

2. Rachel’s father.
5. Laban had two of these.
6. Laban’s oldest daughter.
7. The number of years Jacob agreed to work
for Rachel.
Down

1. Jacob helped Rachel get this for her sheep.
3. Laban thought Jacob should be making this.
4. This was covering the well.

Meet Sobik
On the ranch, Jack, Suzi and their
two daughters shared their sm all
mobile home with two chimps, four
macaw parrots, Jocamo the spider
monkey, W illy the cat, Joe the mynah
bird and their sheepdog. It was a little
crowded in the house so during the
day the anim als were let outside to
play.
There were huge pecan trees and
big oaks with Spanish m oss draping
over their branches. Peanuts and
berry bushes supplied tasty treats
that people and animals alike enjoy.
Working with Lew, the ranch own
er, Jack learned more about giraffes,
zebras, hyenas and elephants. Jack
knew it was im portant to learn new
things from different animal trainers.
He listened and watched how the other
person talked to the animals, how he
treated them, and how the animals
responded back. Jack and Lew talked
about the best feed for each kind o f
animal. They checked the health o f
the animals and gave special care to
any that were sick or injured.
A ll o f his hard work paid off. Not
only did the animals thrive under such
good care, but Jack's reputation as
a good caregiver thrived also. A man
named Stan in Florida heard about
Jack. He called Jack and offered him a
zoo directing job in Stanford, Florida.
Soon Jack and his fam ily packed their
things into aU-Haul truck andheaded
farther south.
The little zoo in Sanford was very
crowded. Jack knewthey needed more
land for the animals so he decided to
have fiin d raisers. Down the street
from the zoo was a sandwich shop
where Jack ate lunch. He talked to
the owner about his desire to expand
the zoo.
“If I had five hundred dollars, I
would buy a baby Indian elephant
and train it to do tricks,” Jack told
Sobik, the store owner.
“Okay,” said Sobik. “I'll write the
check for you.”
Jack bought the baby Indian elephant and they named him Sobik.

He was a sm art baby who loved to eat.
When talking with Suzi about making
m oney for the zoo, she said, “Let’s
have a birthday party for Sobik! That
should bring a crowd and people w ill
love to give him money gifts!”
“Great idea!” agreed Jack.
First he contacted the local school
band director and arranged for the
band to play. Then he talked to the
PE teacher who agreed to teach the
children gymnastic tricks to perform
for the birthday party. Then Jack or
dered a two hundred pound birthday
cake. He made posters about the party
and put announcements in the paper.
Soon the whole town was excited about
Sobik's birthday party.
A couple o f days before Sobik's
birthday. Jack and the elephant keeper
trimmed Sobik’s toe nails and cleaned
his ears. They scrubbed him down
with soap and warm water. He really
shined by the tim e they were done.
Then next morning, the day before
his birthday, Sobik got sick with diar
rhea. His legs and feet were m essy and
his pen sm elled badly.
Jack picked up the phone and
called the vet. “Come quick!” he said.
“Sobik is sick and tom orrow is his
birthday party. W e’ve got to do some
thing for him quick!”
“I’ll be right over," said the vet.
“Hope for a m iracle because I don’t
know what to do.”
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. Whatwere the men doing at the well?
2. Who came up to the well?
3. What did Jacob help Rachel do?
4. Who ran to meet Jacob?
5. How long did Jacob stay with Ra
chel’s fam ily?
6. What did Jacob agree to work for?
7. How m any years did Jacob agree
to work?
8. Why did the seven years not seem
long?
Answers: 1. W atering their sheep.
2. Rachel. 3. W ater her sheep.
4. Laban. 5. A month. 6. Rachel.
7. Seven. 8. He loved Rachel.
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The Wrong Wife
Jacob and Rachel’s father, Laban, had agreed that Jacob could
work seven years and m arry Rachel at the end o f that time. Jacob
worked hard, and when seven years were up, he went to Laban and
told him it was time for him to m arry Rachel. However, tradition in
that country stated that the oldest girl should always be the first to
m any. Laban thought that Leah should be the one to m arry Jacob.
Laban began to plan a terrible deception.
Laban had many men from all over the country to come for the
wedding feast. When it was dark, and the shadows were blocking
the eyes from seeing very well, Laban brought Leah out to Jacob.
Leah and Jacob were married. The next day, Jacob saw what Laban
had done.
“What have you done to me?” Jacob demanded. “Didn’t 1 serve
you for Rachel? Why have you deceived me?”
“In our country, the firstborn marries before the younger,” Laban
explained. “If you will work for me for another seven years, I w ill al
low you to marry Rachel, also.”
Jacob had many children. His sons were Rueben, Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and
Benjamin. Jacob also had a daughter named Dinah.
One day, Jacob went to Laban. “Let me go to my own country,”
Jacob requested. “Let me take my fam ily and my children. I have
worked for you. You know that I have done well for you.”
Laban urged Jacob to stay. “The Lord has blessed me because
o f you,” Laban said. “Tell me what you wish to work for and I w ill
give it to you.”
“I will go through your flocks today and take all o f the spotted
cattle, all o f the brown sheep, and the spotted goats," Jacob said.
“That will be m y wage.”
The animals that Jacob collected for his work flourished. Ja
cob’s wealth and possessions greatly increased. He had a lot o f
cattle, servants, camels, and donkeys.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

The W rong Wife
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Genesis 30:35

. he removed that day the he goats
that were . . . spotted ..

Sobik’s Birthday Party

on his wooden spoon.” He did not tell
Sobik his plan o f putting the pills in
the molasses.
Sobik’s trunk went up and his pink
tongue stuck out to lick the brown
sticky molasses. Before he realized
it, his tongue had licked the two pills
onto his tongue and he had swallowed
the pills.
“Yes! They went down!” exclaimed
Jack as he rubbed behind Sobik’s
ear.
The next day Sobik got another
quick bath before leaving his pen to
go to the Orlando Sports Stadium that
was prepared with all sorts o f stream 
ers and banners. The band marched
and played before Sobik as he walked
into the stadium. Everyone cheered as
he raised his trunk to sn iff his huge
birthday cake. Sobik was nervous
but Jack stayed nearby him to keep
assuring him. Jack knew if Sobik got
scared, he might get sick again because
the pills had not helped him like they
had thought they would.
Have you ever been scared sick
about something? Then you knowwhat
Sobik felt like. Because Jack stayed
nearby him, Sobik felt comforted and
he was not sick. That is the way we
can depend on Jesus. He is a friend
who w ill help us when w e feel nervous
and sick. He w ill give us strength and
comfort i f w e depend on Him.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. Who did Jacob wish to m any?
2. Who did Laban want Jacob to
marry?
3. W hy did Laban want Leah to
marry?
4. How m any years did Jacob end up
having to work for Rachel?
5. W hat were some o f Jacob’s son’s
names?
6. W hy did Laban want Jacob to stay?
7. W hat wage did Jacob ask for?
8. Did Jacob’s animals do well?

Jack had abirthday party planned
and announced for Sobik, the baby
Indian elephant, when the day before
the party, Sobik became sick with di
arrhea. He needed another bath. Any
way, Jack called the vet who rushed
over to give Sobik a checkup.
“I think he w ill be okay if we can
get these two pills into his digestive
tract,” said the vet. “They w ill work
fast. Maybe he is nervous about hav
ing sixteen thousand people watching
him eat his birthday cake.”
“Well, we got to settle his tummy
somehow," replied Jack, "or w e w ill
see a mad rush for the exits if tom or
row he poops on his birthday cake."
Knowing Sobik as a friend. Jack
put the two pills in his hand and held
them under Sobik’s trunk. The el
ephant turned his head and wouldn't
look at the pills. So Jack got an or
ange and pushed the pills deep into
the orange. Norm ally Sobik loved to
eat an orange, but he wouldn’t touch
this one. Jack had the keeper bring
twelve oranges and put them in a pile
along with the orange that had the
pills hidden inside it.
Sobik ate every orange but the
one with the pills! This time Jack
took the pills out o f that orange and
had the keeper bury the pills deep
inside another orange. They put more
oranges with these two. Sobik ate all
the oranges but not the one with the
pills!
Jack was amazed but frustrated.
“Sobik! You are being stubborn,” he
said as he rubbed behind the baby’s
right ear. “There is certainly nothing
wrong with your smeller! You must
get well, Sobik, because you have a
big cake to eat tomorrow and a lot o f
friends coming to the celebration.”
Sobik’s black shiny eyes looked
into Jack’s worried face. He didn’t
want to be sick, but he didn’t want Answers: 1. Rachel. 2. Leah. 3. Tra
dition. 4. 14. 5. Answers w ill vary.
to eat those two pills.
“Would you like some molasses, 6. He was blessed b/c o f Jacob.
Sobik?" asked Jack. He called to the 7. Spotted cattle, brown sheep, spotkeeper, “Bring Sobik some molasses ted goats. 8. Yes.___________________

Periodicals postage paid a t G uthrie. OK. Published qu arterly in w eekly parts by Faith Pub. H ouse, 4318 S . D ivision.
G uthrie, O K. M onica M urphey, E ditor. Illu strated by Patrice D oolittle. O ne su bscription, $5.00 per yea r (5 2 papers).
Inclu des Junior and prim ary section s. Postm aster: Please sen d address correction s to above address.

T H E

‘Bm.'imfUL way
3 ! - '
l"*»' '* ^
\ -,--- *r* ^ "

MM
-

^

.
A ic r “

“COMB UNTO JM E*V^rl-

----- ---------------------------------- .a *

-Z ^ ^ Z ~ ? 3 ,Z 5

Vol. 63, No. 3 Prim aries (USPS549-000) Part 17 July 28, 2013

Time to Leave
The Lord had blessed Jacob richly in this land. His father-in-law,
Laban, had allowed him to choose a few sheep, cattle, and goats from
his flocks for the labor that Jacob had done for him for fourteen years.
These animals had flourished and multiplied. Now, Jacob had scores
o f cattle, servants, camels, and donkeys. Jacob knew that God had
been with him and had blessed him. Unfortunately, seeing Jacob’s
wealth made his brother-in-laws unhappy. "Jacob has taken away all
that was our father’s,” Laban’s sons complained. “Jacob has taken
the credit for raising these flocks that are rightfully ours.”
Laban him self wore an unhappy look on his face these days. The
Lord spoke to Jacob, “Return to title land o f your fathers. I will be
with you.” Jacob called for Rachel and Leah.
“I can see the way your father looks at me," Jacob related. “He
acts differently toward me than before, but God has been with me.
You know that I have served your father the best that I could. Your
father has mistreated me. He changed the payment that he promised
I would get for my work ten times, but he has not hurt me. I had a
dream. An angel o f God came to me, saying, ‘Jacob, I am the God o f
Bethel, where you anointed a pillar. You promised that if I kept you
safe, you would give me a tenth o f all o f your possessions. Get up
and get out o f this land and return to the land o f your fathers.”
“Can we bring anything with us as an inheritance from our fa
ther’s house?” Leah and Rachel asked. He has treated us dishonestly,
also.”
Jacob’s fam ily began the preparations for their long journey. They
gathered up all o f the goods Jacob had accumulated over the years.
They gathered all o f Jacob’s flocks.
Unknown to Jacob, Rachel had stolen some false idols o f her
father's. Jacob and his fam ily were afraid that Laban would cause
unpleasantness if he knew they were going to leave, so Jacob took
his fam ily and all o f his possessions and stealthily stole away from
his father-in-law’s presence.
— Sis. Monica Murphey
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. Jacob stole away unawares ..
Genesis 31:20

the back door and pulled the gator
out by his tail. They unwrapped his
In Florida there was occasional legs and his mouth. By this time the
trouble w ith alligators going into gator was relieved to be set free. He
people places. Highways crossed over waddled toward the lake and slid into
the marsh land and more building his watery home.
construction was taking place in old
Jack and Herbie watched him swim
alligator places, also. One night Jack's away. “Bye Bye, boy. Stay home and
phone rang waking him up from a stay safe!” Home should be a safe place
good sleep.
even for an alligator.
“We have an emergency that needs
It was Jack’s desire to make the
your help,” said a police officer on the little zoo into a bigger one with better
phone. “We have a twelve foot long habitats for all his animal friends. He
alligator who has bitten into a tire took it seriously about caringfor God’s
o f a police cruiser. We don’t want to creation. It was the first job God gave
kill the alligator but we need you to to Adam, to rule over all the birds o f
release it from the tire and restrain the air, fish o f the sea and all living
it.”
things on the earth.
“Okay,” said Jack as he climbed
If an animal is under a person’s
out o f bed. “I’ll be at the Longwood care, that person is responsible to
Hotel in a short tim e.”
make sure the anim al is fed the right
He calledHerble, the herpetologist, food and has fresh water all the time.
who brought ropes and a tranquilizer An anim al should not be left to starve
gun i f needed.
to death nor tortured cruelly. God
“Now first let’s lasso the gator’s cares about the animals he created
head,” said Herbie. “Our last resort and so should people.
is to use .the dart gun. If we can get
Jack and his fam ily certainly en
his mouth tied shut, we w ill only need couraged anim al care. In time, Jack
to drag him into the station wagon.” was offered another position at the
“Yeah, only drag him !” teased Cleveland, Ohio zoo. After living in
Jack.
Florida for two years, they were ready
They got the alligator’s teeth out to m ove on to more adventures.
o f the tire, but when they pulled him
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
free, he flipped over on his back and Questions:
thrashed around. He knocked Herbie 1. W hy did Laban’s sons not like
o ff his feet. In his hurry to get away
Jacob?
from the gator's mouth, Herbie tangled
2. Was Laban happy?
up in his own ropes. W ith the cops
3. What did God tell Jacob to do?
help Herbie was set free and the ga
tor was tied up. Together they pulled 4. W here was Jacob supposed to go?
and pushed that gator into the back 5. What did the Lord promise Jacob?
6. How had Laban treated Jacob &
o f Jack’s station wagon.
Jack was thankful the gator settled his wives?
down for his short ride to Lake Monroe. 7. W hat did Jacob’s fam ily prepare
He knew alligators were dangerous for?
and could not be trusted, but he felt 8. W hat had Rachel stolen?
they needed to respect the alligator’s
Answers: 1. They were jealous o f his
right to live a good life in his own
prosperity. 2. No. 3. Leave. 4. The
home.
It was still dark when they drove land o f his fathers. 5. That He would
the station wagon down the shore o f be with Jacob. 6. Dishonestly. 7. To
the lake. Jack and Herbie opened up leave. 8. Some false idols.

The Alligator Bite
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Preparing for a Meeting
Jacob and his fam ily were nearing the land o f his father. On his
way, angels o f God met Jacob. When Jacob saw them, he said, “This
is a Heavenly Host!” Jacob called the place Mahanaim.
Jacob was a little nervous about his coming meeting with his twin
brother, Esau. After all, Esau had desired to kill Jacob. Jacob had
tricked Esau out o f his birthright and his blessing from their father.
Esau had been furious with Jacob, and Jacob left their land to find a
wife and to give Esau time to have a change o f heart about things.
Jacob sent servants before him to Esau. “Your servant Jacob says
this,” the servants told Esau. “‘I have been living with Laban until
now. I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and many servants. I have sent
them ahead to tell you these things so that I may have grace in your
sight.’"
“Esau is coming to meet you,” the servants warned Jacob. “He
has four hundred men along with him.” Jacob Was frightened, but
he knew what he needed to do in times like these. Jacob knelt down
to pray. “God o f Abraham and Isaac, You said for me to return to
my country. I am not worthy o f the mercy You have shown to me.
Save me from the hand o f my brother, Esau. I am afraid that he has
come to kill me and my family. You have promised to do me good,
and that I would have many offspring.”
Jacob’s fam ily spent the night in restless apprehension. The next
day, Jacob prepared a present for Esau. Jacob had his servants
gather two hundred and twenty goats, two hundred and twenty sheep,
forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female donkeys, and ten foals. Jacob’s
servants took all o f these gifts and delivered them to Esau. When
the servants met Esau with the flocks, each one o f them said, “These
are your servant, Jacob’s. They are a present for my master, Esau.
Jacob is coming behind us.”
So the presents went on before them, and Jacob's fam ily settled
in for another long night.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

M issing Vowels
D u rin g I s a a c ’s p ra y e r,

h e m en tio n ed G o d ’s

m ercy.
M e r c y is d e fin e d (in the d ictio n a ry ) a s
c o m p a s s io n o r f o r g i v e n e s s s h o w n to w a rd s o m e 
o n e w h o m it is w ithin o n e 's p o w e r to p u n is h or
harm. S e e if y o u ca n fill in all o f the m issing v o w 
els to fin is h the fo llo w in g v e r s e a bou t G o d ’s m ercy.
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A New Gorilla Habitat
Jack and his fam ily moved to Co
lumbus, Ohio where he was hired to
direct a zoo located there. He wanted
to make living conditions for the ani
mals better and decided to start with
the gorillas. Colo, a twenty one year
old female, had never been outside on
grass in all her life. Jack wanted her
and her children and grandchildren
to have a real life habitat to enjoy.
First, Jack had to get money for
this project. He heard about a man
who w as a m ultim illionaire living
nearby, so Jack decided to visit him.
He had to convince the rich man’s sec
retary that this need was important.
After talking four times in person to
the secretary, he was finally given per
m ission to talk to the m illionaire.
“I’ve been hearing som e stu ff
about the zoo,” said the rich man
to Jack. “I hear you are trying to do
something better for the gorillas?”
“Yes, sir!” exclaim ed Jack. He
jum ped right into his plans about
building a natural habitat for his
strong, hairy friends.
After feeling Jack’s excitement and
hearing his talkfor afew minutes, the
rich man said, “Alright, young man, I
w ill help you with this project. I just
want you to guarantee that these go
rillas won’t escape from this place.”
“I give you m y word, sir!” said Jack.
He said a prayer under his breath
because he couldn’t watch nor con
trol grown gorillas nor their keepers.
He had to trust God to prevent any
escape!
Once the money was available, the
plans were carried out and all the zoo
employees worked together to make it
happen. After 120 days o f hard work,
the news was out that the gorillas
were going into their bigger home.
Reporters came to take pictures, write
reports and film it all.
A t first the gorillas were afraid.
Oscar, the big m ale gorilla, waited
for Colo to check things out before he
went to the open door leading to the

grassland, rocks and stream outside.
Colo touched the grass gently and
then pulled her hand back in surprise
at the tickle on her hand. Then she
reached out, plucked a few blades o f
grass and put them in her mouth.
A fter an hour, Oscar decided
Colo had investigated long enough.
He marched outside with a serious,
conquering look on his face. He saw
the sun for the first time, and poked
at the big boulders. In a little while,
Oscar climbed on top o f ahuge boulder
and stretched out in the sun. Every
one laughed. Yes, it was rewarding to
see these animals enjoying their new
extended home.
The gorillas never did escape from
the outside enclosure, but later a zoo
keeper forgot to shut an inside door.
Oscar found it open and went into the
wash room. W ith his strong hands he
tore water facets from the wall, ripped
up rubber hoses, and pulled apart
pipes.
Jack had to call a vet with a blowgun tranquilizer. He climbed up into
a loft above the gorilla pen and shot
the dart into Oscar. Soon a sleeping
Oscar was put back into his home.
Oscar’s escape from his home was not
safe for him nor for others. It is safest
to stay where one is cared for.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. W hat m et Jacob on his way?
2. What did Jacob call this place?
3. W hy was Jacob nervous?
4. What had Jacob done to Esau?
5. W hat did Jacob send to Esau?
6. Who did the servants say were
coming?
7. W hat was Jacob afraid would
happen?
8. What did Jacob do when he was
A n sw ers: 1. A H eaven ly H ost.
2. Mahanaim. 3. He was m eeting his
brother. 4. Tricked him. 5. Presents.
6. Esau an d400 men. 7. They would
kill Jacob’s family. 8. Prayed.
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Wrestling Match
Jacob sent his fam ily to bed across the brook and found him self
alone. Suddenly, there was a man standing before him. The man
wrestled Jacob far into the night. The first rays o f m orning sun broke
through the clouds, and Jacob was still wrestling the man. Jacob
saw that the man was not tired and would not give up.
The man touched Jacob’s thigh, and Jacob felt it come out o f joint
as he continued to wrestle the man. “Let me go,” the man said. “It is
morning.” “I w ill not let you go, unless you bless me,” Jacob countered.
“What is your name?” the man asked. “Jacob,” he replied.
“You will be called Jacob no longer. Now your name is Israel. You
have the power o f a prince with God and man,” the man said. “What
is your name?” Jacob asked the man.
“Why is it that you ask my name?” the man wondered. The man
blessed Jacob there. Jacob knew that this was a heavenly being he
had been wrestling. He called the place “Peniel.” “I have seen God
face to face,” Jacob said. “My life has been saved.”
Jacob looked up and saw his brother, Esau, approaching with 400
men. Jacob was still frightened about the meeting. He put Rachel
and Joseph in the back. Next came Leah and her children. Leading
the group were his servants and their children.
Jacob came in front o f them all. He bowed low to the ground
seven times until he reached his brother. Esau ran to meet him.
Jacob felt Esau hugging him and falling on his neck. Together, they
lifted their faces and wept. Jacob introduced his fam ily to Esau.
Each o f them bowed before him. Esau did not want to accept the
many things Jacob offered him. “If I have found grace in your sight,
take them,” Jacob urged. “God has been gracious to me and I have
enough.” Esau took the gifts. Jacob and his fam ily journeyed on
and settled in Succoth, where they built a house and barns for
their flocks.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

True Vs. False

1. Jacob was fishing in the brook when he saw
True

False

True

False

True

False

True

False

5. The man changed Jacob's name to Israel.

True

False

6. Jacob called the name o f the place ’‘Ararat.”

True

False

True

False

8. Jacob bowed seven times in greeting to his brother.

True

False

9. Esau was angry when he saw his brother.

True

False

10. Jacob had m any gifts he offered Esau.

True

False

11. Jacob and his fam ily settled in Succoth.

True

False

the man standing there.
2. Jacob shook hands with the man and introduced
him self.
3. Jacob and the man wrestled until sunup.
4. Jacob wouldn’t let the man go until the man
blessed him.

7. Jacob looked up to see Esau coming to m eet
him alone.
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The Kitten Rescue
Because Jack cared about animals
o f all kinds, he often was called upon
to rescue an animal in some danger
ous situation. One evening, Jack
was ready to climb into bed when his
doorbell rang. He went to the door
and opened it. A very nervous, excited
woman said, “Oh, Jack, you must
help this poor kitten! Someone threw
it over the O'Shaughnessy Dam!”
Jack sighed. “I’m sorry, ma'am,”
he said. “There's no way that kitten
could be alive.”
The O’Shaughnessy Dam was over
one hundred feet down, and the river
below about thirty feet deep. Nothing
could survive such a fall.
“No, the kitten is stuck on a con
crete ledge ninety feet down from the
bridge, right above the turmoil. Please,
sir, get your car and follow me. I w ill
show you.”
Jack rubbed his tiredneck. “Okay,
let me get ready."
Driving behind her, Jack went to
the m iddle o f the bridge, where they
pulled over. Jack shone his high
powered flashlight over the edge o f
the bridge where the woman pointed.
Slowly searching the area, Jack saw
a little black form on a two foot ledge
o f the concrete dam.
“How could that kitten land there?”
exclaim ed Jack. “Som e uncaring
person must have thrown the poor
baby over the bridge. Then that cat’s
guardian angel must have put it right
on that ledge ju st above the deep
whirlpool! Ma’am, I don’t know how
we can get that cat from there.”
“Oh, Jack, we can’t ju st leave it
there to die!" cried the woman.
“Okay, ma’am ,” said Jack kindly.
“I can’t do much in the dark but in the
early morning, I w ill get a boat and
net and see what I can do to rescue
that poor kitten.”
“Oh, thank you, Jack!” exclaimed
the woman.
True to his word, the next morning
Jack and a friend were in a boat heading toward the m iddle o f that huge

waterfall. The highway on the bridge
was crowded with drivers on their way
to work. Someone must have called
the media, because reporters gathered
to watch and a m edia helicopter kept
flying overhead.
The boat motor propelled the light
boat only so close to the falls, then
the rush o f the water and the swirl
below pushed the boat away from the
cliff where the little kitty clutched to a
small ledge. Ih e water over that section
o f the dam had been closed o ff so the
kitty could be clearly seen. They had
a long handled net to hold under the
ledge, but the frightened kitten did not
know to jum p into it.
Jack’s friend on the bridge decided
to throw water balloons down at the
cat to make it jum p into the net. I f the
cat m issed the net when it jum ped, it
would drown in the water. The cat’s
guardian angel surely needed to help
it now, Jack thought.
He tried to keep the boat steady,
while his friend in the boat held the
net. Suddenly a balloon hit the cat
who jum ped right into the net! The
crowd cheered! People watching over
the m edia cheered! Jack put the kitty
from the net into a carrier then a big
boat pulled their little boat from the
whirlpool.
That feisty kitty lived a good life at
a newscaster’s house.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
9uestions:
1. What was Jacob doing with the
stranger?
2. When did the man ask Jacob to
let him go?
3. W hy wouldn’t Jacob let him go?
4. What was Jacob's new name?
5. What did Jacob call the place?
6. Who came to meet Jacob?
7. Was it a good meeting?
8. Where did Jacob’s fam ily settle?
Answers: 1. W restling. 2. In the
morning. 3. He wanted a blessing.
4. Israel. 5. Peniel. 6. Esau. 7. Yes.
8. Succoth.
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Favorite Son
Isaac died when he was one hundred and eighty years old. After
Isaac’s death, Jacob stayed in the land o f Canaan with his family.
Now, Jacob had many sons—twelve in all. Their names were Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. Reuben was the oldest o f Jacob’s sons,
and Benjamin was the youngest.
Out o f all o f these sons, Jacob loved Joseph the best, because
Joseph had been born in Jacob’s old age. Joseph also was the son
o f Jacob’s beloved wife, Rachel. Jacob made Joseph a lovely coat o f
many colors. In Jacob’s time, people had to dye their fabric to make
colors. When Joseph’s brothers saw his coat, they hated him even
more than they had before.
One time, Joseph saw his brothers misbehaving when they were
supposed to be working. Joseph told their father what he had seen.
His brothers felt very angry at Joseph.
“Please listen to this dream that I had,” Joseph entreated one day.
“We were tying bundles in the field when my bundle rose and stood
upright. Then, all o f the other bundles stood upright and bowed
down to my bundle.”
“W ill you rule over us?” his brothers scoffed. “W ill you indeed be
greater than we are?”
Joseph had another dream. He told this dream to his brothers,
also. “I dreamed another dream,” Joseph related. “I dreamed that
the sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed down to me.”
This time, Joseph’s father was in the group that was listening to
Joseph’s story. “What is this that you have dreamed?” his father
asked. “W ill your mother, brothers, and I bow down to you?”
His brothers were very jealous o f Joseph. His brothers hated Jo
seph even more for his dreams and for his words. However, Jacob
payed attention and wondered about Joseph’s dreams.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

I Spy Jacob's Twelve Sons
Color the names o f Jacob's sons . Write them dow n
on the lines below

Dan
Haman
Cain
Judah
Matthew
Elijah
Isaiah

Isaac
Rueben
Zebulon
Philip
Abraham
Benjamin
Ezra

L .
2 ..

3..
4 ..
5..
6 ..

7..
8 ..

9..

10.
11.
12.

Laban
Adam
Lot
Joash
Levi
Samuel
Naphtali

Simeon
Micah
Issachar
John
David
Asher
Jonathan

Jonah
Gad
Caleb
Joshua
Joseph
Elisha
Mark

.. he made him a coat of many colours.” Genesis 37:3

Through all Jack's hollering, the
snake (who is deaf) went right into the
One summer evening Jack was at pillowcase without any problem. Jack
home w ith his wife when they got a tied a knot in the top and the toilet
call from a lady who was in a panic. was cleaned up.
“Jack, please come help us!” she cried
When Jack and his fam ily came
over Che phone. “There’s a snake in back into the livin g room, the four
our toilet! W e can’t use the toilet until ladies stood up from the couch to
you get it out! Please hurry!”
thank him. “Oh, we so appreciate you
“Okay," agreed Jack. “Where do coming to get that horrid thing out o f
you live?”
there!" said one lady.
He wrote down directions. Then
Another lady handed Jack fifty
he took his w ife and three daughters dollars. “Here, take this for all your
on a long ride down six m iles o f dusty trouble.”
roads to an old, weathered farm house.
“No, I don’t want any pay,” said
As Jack pulled his station wagon Jack, handing back the money.
into the driveway, he saw four older
“Oh, w e must give you something!”
ladies sitting on the porch, waiting insisted the lady.
for him.
“Okay, a few vegetables from your
“We are so glad to seeyou!” said one lovely garden w ill do,” replied Jack.
lady as Jack and his fam ily clim bed
G ladly the ladies gave them a bag
out o f the car.
o f fresh potatoes. Then they took turns
“None o f us have used the bath going to the bathroom while Jack and
room for eight hours,” said one lady. his fam ily loaded the snake into the
“You have to get that horrible snake back o f their station wagon.
out o f tiie toilet!”
“W e ju st can’t thank you enough
They pointed toward the bath for getting that snake!” said one lady.
room. Jack and Suzi took their snake “You are so kind to come in the evening
rake and a sturdy pillowcase and went when you were relaxing. I hope this
to the bathroom. A big flower pot was wasn’t too much excitem ent for the
setting on the closed toilet lid.
girls.”
T il lift o ff the flower pot," Jack
“No, ma’am, it wasn’t,” grinned
said to Suzi, “and you can lift the Jack. “We were glad to come and be
toilet lid.”
a help.”
Fearlessly, Suzi lifted the lid and
He felt good inside about helping
they saw a four foot com snake coiled people or animals in distress.
around like an Italian sausage in
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
the cool water. Com snakes are not Questions:
poisonous and m ove slowly unless 1. How old was Isaac when he died?
catching a mouse or lizard for sup 2. Where did Jacob’s fam ily live?
per.
3. How m any son’s did Jacob have?
Suzi took the rake and pulled the 4. Who was Jacob's favorite son?
snake out o f the toilet and into the 5. W hat did Jacob make for Jo
bathtub. Their three daughters stood seph?
in the bathroom doorway, giggling at 6. What did Joseph dream happened
their parents as Jack held the pil to the bundles?
lowcase open for the snake to crawl 7. What else bowed down to Joseph
into.
in a dream?
O f course, he thought the ladies 8. How did Joseph’s brothers feel
needed to hear some o f the action, about him?
so he was giving orders very loudly.
“Okay, Suzi, rake the snake this way. Answers: 1 .180yearsold. 2. Canaan.
Don’t let it fall! That’s m y hand hold 3. 12. 4. Joseph. 5. A coat. 6. They
ing the pillow case, you know! Stay bowed to him. 7. Sun, moon, and
back, girls! We don’t want the snake
coming your way!"__________________ eleven stars. 8. They hated him.

Help! There's a Snake!
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Plots of Murder
Joseph had eleven brothers, but Joseph was his father’s favorite
son. Jacob, Joseph’s father, had even singled Joseph out to give him
a very attractive and colorful coat. This made Joseph’s brothers have
very angry thoughts about Joseph. Joseph’s brothers were also jeal
ous o f Joseph because he had several dreams that his fam ily bowed
down to him.
One day, Joseph’s brothers left to feed their father’s flocks nearby.
Jacob called for Joseph. “Go and see how your brothers are doing
with my flocks,” Jacob commanded. ‘T e ll me how things are going.”
So Joseph went to check on his brothers.
The brothers noticed Joseph coming when he was still far away.
T h e Dreamer is coming,” one o f them informed the others. “Let’s
kill him and throw him into a hole. We will say, ‘Some wild animal
has killed Joseph.’ Then we will see what w ill come of his dreams.”
Reuben heard his brother’s conversation. “Let’s not kill him, Reuben
said. “Shed no blood. Throw him into this hole that is in the wilder
ness. Do not lay a hand on him.” Reuben planned to rescue Joseph
from the hole and bring him back to their father unharmed.
Unaware o f their wicked plots, Joseph finally reached his brothers.
His brothers grabbed Joseph. They took his coat and threw him into
a hole. The hole was empty. There was no water in it.
The brothers sat down to eat their bread and saw a caravan o f
Ishmaelite’s approaching from Gilead. They took in the spices and
ointments for sale and had a terrible idea. “Let’s sell our brother to
the Ishmaelite’s,” Judah suggested. T h en we w ill not be blamed for
shedding his blood.”
Joseph was sold as a slave by his own brothers. They received
twenty pieces o f silver. Reuben was not present during the exchange.
He returned to the hole and was very upset to find out what his
brothers had done. Their father thought a wild animal killed Jacob.
He tore his clothes and wept for his son.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

Word Unscramble
SOLD

TW ELVE

DREAM ER

SLAVE

COAT

JOSEPH

FAVORITE

COLORS JEALOUS

1.

EVTELW

2.

HOEPSJ

3.

REERMAD

4.

OCTA

5.

BSOHRRET

6.

LEVSA

7.

SROCLO

8.

VAFEROU.

9.

SDLO

10.

LOSEUAJ

BROTHERS

C oco, th e A ccu rate P itch er through the air, hitting the dad right
Coco was an Asian bull elephant
who was mischievous. W eighing in at
five tons, his size alone gained him
respect from the zoo keepers and
handlers. He knew commands and
was trained to do some tasks, but he
learned a bad habit him self. He knew
how to throw rocks at m oving objects,
often at people.
His long strong trunk, with over
thirty thousand muscles, was able to
pick up heavy objects. He could move
a thousand pound log like it was a
match stick. One time he picked up a
big manhole cover and threw it like a
Frisbee over an iron railing, breaking
a strong window glass. Yes, he knew
that was naughty, but how do you
punish a huge male elephant?
Jack had everything in Coco’s hab
itat cemented deep into the ground.
They had to check every morning and
evening that Coco had not loosened
anything to throw.
Then Coco decided to throw small
objects, like rocks. He was very ac
curate with his hitting. He threw a
rock and broke Jack’s windshield o f
his motor cart. Cocowouldhidearock
in his trunk and hit his keepers in the
back with a w ell aimed throw.
“We’ve got to do something about
Coco!” exclaimed one keeper. “He is
going to hurt someone with his rock
throwing!”
“We’ll put him inside and take out
every little rock in his habitat," replied
Jack. “That’s all I know we can do.”
Yes, the keepers hunted Coco’s
habitat and carefully collected every
loose rock they could find because
they were tired o f getting hit by his
rock m issiles.
One m orning a fam ily o f four came
to Coco’s yard where he was eating
breakfast. He was not in his safe
habitat yet, and for some reason he
did not like them watching him eat
breakfast. W ith his long trunk, Coco
reached up twelve feet to a ledge
where a flower pot had some rocks.
He selected a rock and sent it sailing

in the m iddle o f the forehead.
The father fell to the ground and
the mother screamed. The two children
cried. They didn’t know what had hap
pened, but Coco was swaying back
and forth watching all the action he
had caused. Jack was called as well
as an ambulance. When Jack saw the
rock laying beside the man, he knew
Coco had thrown it. Jack prayed the
man would be alright for his fam ily’s
sake, and he did not want Coco going
through a trial for killing someone. The
man revived without any serious side
effects, o f which Jack was thankful.
From then on Coco ate his breakfast
without any guests.
Another time grandparents were
taking their grandson, Stevie, on a
private tour o f the zoo. Again Coco was
in his feedingyard, which was suppose
to be rock free, but somehow he had
found a rock. W ithout warning, Coco
threw a fast one at Stevie’s tummy.
Stevie bowed over the hit. which left
a big red mark, but he thought it was
funny.
Jack didn't think so. No matter how
much he scolded Coco for his naughty
throwing. Coco never stopped. That
m eant Coco stayed behind thick
glass during visiting hours at the zoo.
Naughty habits even cause grown
elephants to lose privileges.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. W hy did his brothers hate Jo
seph?
2. W hat did Jacob ask Joseph to do?
3. W hat did the brothers want to do
to Joseph?
4. W hat did Reuben tell them?
5. W hat was Reuben’s plan?
6. What did they do with Joseph?
7. How much m oney did they get?
8. W hat did they tell their father?
Answers: 1. He was the favorite son.
2. Check on his brothers. 3. K ill him.
4. Shed no blood. 5. To rescue him
later. 6. Sold him. 7. 20 pieces o f
silver. 8. A w ild animal killed him
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Blessed in Egypt
The Ishmaelite caravan arrived in Egypt with Joseph. Joseph
was bought by Potiphar who was an officer and the captain o f Pha
raoh’s guard. The Lord was with Joseph and blessed everything he
did. Joseph was a slave in the home o f Potiphar. Potiphar saw that
the Lord blessed Joseph. He liked Joseph and made him overseer
o f all o f his possessions. The Lord blessed Potiphar while Joseph
was overseer at his home. Potiphar relied on Joseph to take care o f
everything, except for the bread that he ate. Joseph was well liked
by everyone.
One day, Potiphar’s wife noticed Joseph. She liked Joseph too.
She tried to convince Joseph to do something he knew was wrong.
He refused to give in to her whims. “I cannot do this great wicked
ness and sin against God,” Joseph told her.
Potiphar’s wife was very angry. She tried to get Joseph to do wrong
several other times. One time, when she asked him, they were alone in
the house. Joseph knew he needed to leave. He left his coat and ran
out o f the room, in a hurry to get away from that wicked woman.
The woman’s screams caught the attention o f the men working
outside. “Joseph tried to h in t me,” she cried. “When I screamed, he
ran out o f the house. I have proof that he was here. Joseph ran so
quickly that he left his coat behind.”
When Potiphar heard his wife’s accusations, he was furious. Po
tiphar believed his wife. He took Joseph and left him in prison.
Poor Joseph betrayed by his brothers and falsely accused by Po
tiphar’s wife. The Lord was still with Joseph, even in the m idst o f
these new trials. The prison keeper noticed Joseph and gave him
special privileges. The prison keeper placed all o f the prisoners in
Joseph’s care. Everything that Joseph did prospered.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

Hidden Bible Verse
Josep h s e rv e d G o d a n d fe a re d H im through all o f his
trials. M a k e a sla sh through the B s, Js, a n d Y s tof i n d out
w hat h appens to those w h o are faithful to love God. Write
all other letters on the lines below .
B JYYAB N YJB D W JE B JB K YJB YN JJO W YJB YTYH JAB TB B A
Y Y J L L Y J B J Y T Y Y H J J B IY J B N B G J S Y W Y J B O Y Y R J J J K B J Y T
B YYJB O YG JE B TB JB H YJYEYJB YR YFJO YR G YJB O B O JD JY
JTYYO JJTYJB H B E M YTJH B ATLYJB YO JVYE B G YJYO B YD J
B JJTYB B B O YTYJH YE YJB YM JW YH YJYYO JB JJJAYR B EYT
YBH B BEC YJB YJB AYLJLE D YJB YAYJC YYC JYB O YJRYJB YD
Y JIY B Y JN J G Y T B O J H Y Y IJ Y B S J P B U Y R J B PO Y J B S J E

Hidden Bible Verse Clue: Romans 8:28

.. Joseph’s master took him,
and put him into the prison ...
Genesis 39:20

Roscoe’s Struggle
Each time a new baby animal was
born at the zoo, Jack wanted to know
about it. He took time out o f his busy
schedule to go see the newcomer and
make sure the baby and mama were
doing fine. It seemed that Joansie, a
fem ale gorilla, was not prepared to
be a mama when her baby son was
born. Roscoe was born early and
needed oxygen right away. He had
to be in the nursery for a while and
Joansie decided she did not want to
see him.
Because the baby was too weak
to climb on his own, a nurse stayed
in the nursery to care for Roscoe who
wore a diaper and drank slowly from
a bottle. At first the baby form ula
seemed to agree with Roscoe and he
began to gain strength. He was getting
24 hour care, so that he was drinking
form ula every two to three hours.
Then one morning Jack got a call.
“Roscoe is not doing good,” said his
nurse. “He is not taking his bottle and
he has diarrhea.”
"I’ll be right over,” said Jack. He
hurried to the gorilla nursery and held
Roscoe in his arms. “I think w e w ill
take him to a hospital. He needs an
IV with saline to keep his body from
dehydrating."
Roscoe was rushed to a research
wing o f the Children’s Hospital. There
he was treated with kind respect and
tender care. Through tests doctors
found unhealthy bacteria growing in
his stomach. They began to treat it
as best they could.
The baby gorilla was a quiet
patient. He adjusted to the hospital
routine. His eyes would sm ile with
thanks when he was given afruit treat,
and he loved to cuddle in a nurse’s
lap while rocked in a rocker. It was
the same motion his natural mother
would have given him if he was with
her.
___________________________

Roscoe gained strength and was
able to go back to the gorilla nursery.
He could see his mama and daddy on
the other side o f the glass, but he was
not w ell enough to be with them. The
nurses really cared for Roscoe and
they did all sorts o f games with him.
He would do w ell for a while, then
diarrhea would strike him, and he
would have to return to the hospital
for a week o f treatment.
Not only was it hard on the zoo
fam ily to watch Roscoe grow so sick,
but it was also draining all the money
from the m edical fund for all the ani
mals. Jack went to the media and told
people about Roscoe’s fight for life.
Soon people were sending money for
Roscoe’s hospital expenses. Children
at school were saving pennies/change
for Roscoe’s expenses. Roscoe’s pic
ture was seen in m ost businesses in
the town.
The united feeling to help Roscoe
showed the good in caring people.
Roscoe struggled to live for a year.
After his first birthday celebration,
he became very ill and passed away
in the arms o f his special nurse who
had cared for him m any hours. Hun
dreds o f people had adopted Roscoe,
and they all grieved his passing.
Tw o days la ter, Joansie, h is
mother, gave birth to another male
baby. This baby was strong enough
to be with his m other who decided to
care for him herself.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. Where was Joseph sold?
2. Who bought Joseph?
3. Who tried to get Joseph to sin?
4. Did Joseph sin?
5. How did Potiphar’s wife feel?
6. What did she accuse Joseph of?
7. What did Joseph leave behind?
8. W ho was still with Joseph?
Answ ers: 1. Egypt. 2. Potiphar.
3. Potiphar’s wife. 4. No. 5. Angry.
6. Hurting her. 7. His coat. 8. The
Lord.
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Interpreter of Dreams
After Joseph's master threw him into prison for a crime he did not
commit, Joseph was placed in charge o f many o f the prison’s affairs.
While he was in prison, the king’s butler and baker had offended their
master, and the king had thrown them into prison. The captain o f
the guard put Joseph in charge o f them.
One morning, when Joseph came to check on them, he noticed
that the two men were very sad. “Why are you so unhappy today?**
Joseph asked.
“We have both had a dream, but we have no one here to explain
it,” they said.
“God can interpret these dreams,” Joseph declared. “Tell them to
me, please.”
"I dreamed that a vine o f grapes was before me,” the chief butler
said. “There were three branches on the vine and clusters o f grapes
grew on it. I took the grapes and made a drink for Pharaoh. I put it
in his cup and took it to him to drink.”
“The three branches are three days,” Joseph explained. “In three
days, Pharaoh w ill take you out o f this place. You w ill have your old
job back. Think about me when this happens and mention me to
Pharaoh. I was stolen from my home. I have done nothing wrong.”
The chief baker saw that the interpretation o f the butler’s dream
was good. This gave him the courage to tell his own dream. “I had
three white baskets on my head in my dream,” the chief baker told
Joseph. “In the top basket, there were all kinds o f meats for Pharaoh,
but the birds came and ate them out o f the basket.”
“The three baskets are three days,” Joseph said. “In three days,
Pharaoh w ill take you out o f this place and kill you.” In three days
everything that Joseph said came to pass. The chief butler was re
stored to his position once again, but the chief baker was killed.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

Dream s and Visions

God often s e n d s d ream s or visions to w a rn us a bout
th efuture or to g ive us discernm ent. Look up the v erse ref
erences b elo w a n d fill in the nam e o f the p erso n w h o had
th ese dream s or visions in the blank.

Genesis 2 8 :1 2 _____________ had a dream about a
stairw ay th at reached up to heaven. Angels were walking
u p and down the stairs.
Genesis 37:9 ______________had a dream th at the
sun, moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to him.
Daniel 2:1 _________________ had a dream of a
statu e th at was struck with a rock not m ade with hands.
The p arts of the statu e th at were m ade of clay, iron, sil
ver, and gold were broken to pieces a t the sam e tim e and
becam e like chaff on a threshing floor in the sum m er. The
wind sw ept them away w ithout leaving a trace. B ut the
rock th a t struck the statu e becam e a huge m ountain and
filled the whole earth.
M atthew 2 :13 __________________w as told to leave
and flee to Egypt by an angel in a dream .
I Kings 3:5 The Lord spoke to ____________________
in a dream and asked him if there w as anything he wanted.
He asked for wisdom.
M atthew 27:19 __________________ had a dream
about Je su s and tried to convince her h u sb an d th at he
was innocent.
Acts 10:3 God cam e to _________________in a vision
and told him to call for Simon Peter.
Can you think of any other people in the Bible who
had a dream or a vision? See which stu d ent can think of
the m ost.

. . . I also was in my dream . . . I had three
white baskets on my head:” Genesis 40:16

Samia
Jack’s care and love for animals
and people rippled out beyond the
Columbus Zoo and local commu
nity. In the state o f Ohio, into all o f
the states o f America, Jack became
known as the guy who cared about
God’s creatures. Through the media,
Jack showed people how to care for
different animals. He talked about
their habits, food, interests and any
other information he knew from be
ing with the animals or from reading
about them.
The opportunity to travel into
Africa becam e available and Jack
jum ped at the chance. He wanted to
visit elephants, gorillas, lions, and
other such animals in their natural
homes. So it was Jack became known
in other countries o f the world as a
man o f compassion for animals and
people.
One o f his first trips to East A f
rica was to the Lewa Downs, a sixty
thousand acre ranch for rhinos. Anna
had created this ranch to preserve
and study rhinos. She paid guards to
watch and protect her rhinos against
poachers who killed rhinos.
HIf hunters keep killing rhinos
at the rate they were, we would not
have any more rhinos in Africa before
long,” she told Jack. ”1 don’t want
these lovely creatures to disappear
from the w ild.”
True, not too m any people think
a rhinoceros is lovely or important,
but Anna donated her life’s savings
and her time to care for them. Jack
wanted to help. He gave her some
money and helped publish her book,
"Rhino: A t the Brink o f Extinction.”
W hile he was at her house, she let
him bottle feed a baby rhino, Samia,
whose mother had died. The big baby
rhino followed Anna around like a
puppy, even wanting to get into bed
with her!
The president o f Kenya heard
about Anna and her pet rhino. He
wanted Anna and Sam ia to come to
his house and m eet special guests
from other countries. Anna was shy
like a rhino and she told Jack, ”1don’t

want to go. Besides, all that travel by
plane could make Sam ia sick. I don’t
want m y baby to suffer from such a
trip.”
“Anna, it would be good for you to
show so m any im portant people how
obedient and affectionate your baby
rhino is,” replied Jack. “Then they
w ill support your ranch and help the
rhinos to survive."
Anna thought about this for a
while. “You have a good point, Jack,”
she said. “Sam ia and I w ill go.”
Sam ia didn’t mind going as long
as she could see Anna, which m eant
they stayed very close together because
a rhino has poor eye sight. People
were amazed at Sarnia’s closeness to
Anna.
Back home, Sam ia grew into a
huge three thousand pound adult.
Anna knew it was tim e to let her join
the other rhinos for good, and Samia
was ready to go. Sam ia soon became
a m other o f a baby rhino o f her own.
Ten years passed and Jack went
back to visit Anna on Lewa Downs.
When they went to see a herd o f rhinos
inalake, one huge rhino came walking
to them. It was Samia coming to greet
Anna!
Deeds o f kindness can be long
remembered even by a rhino. How
much m ore good it is to do deeds o f
kindness for a person.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. Who was placed in Joseph’s charge?
2. W hy were the men sad?
3. What did the butler do with the
grapes?
4. What did the three branches mean?
5. W hat would happen to the butler?
6. W hat did the three baskets mean?
7. W hat would happen to the baker?
8. What did Joseph ask the butler
to do?
Answers: 1. The king's ch ief butler
& ch ief baker. 2. They had no one
to interpret dreams. 3. Picked them
& made drink. 4. Three days. 5. He
would be free & have his job. 6. Three
days. 7. He would be killed. 8. Men
tion him to Pharaoh.
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Preparations for Famine
Joseph was able to interpret two dreams for Pharaoh with God’s
help. None o f the magicians o f Egypt had been able to help Pharaoh
interpret his dreams. “There will be seven years o f plenty, followed
by seven years o f fam ine,” Joseph warned. “Pharaoh should choose
a wise and discerning man and put him in charge over all o f Egypt.
This man should save one fifth o f the food during the seven years
o f plenty. The food should be stored in the cities during the seven
plenteous years so the people will not starve during the famine.”
Pharaoh was very pleased with Joseph’s ideas. “Where can we
find a man, who is wise and filled with the Spirit o f God?” Pharaoh
wondered. “Since God has shown you these things, there is no other
that is as wise and discreet as you are. You shall be in charge o f my
house and your word w ill rule my people. Only I w ill be greater than
you. I have set you as a ruler over all o f Egypt.”
Pharaoh took off the ring that he wore and placed it on Joseph’s
finger. He clothed Joseph in fine linen and put a gold chain around
Joseph’s neck. Joseph rode in the second chariot owned by Pharaoh.
Servants walked before the chariot, crying, “Bow before this man.”
Pharaoh gave Joseph a wife. Her name was Asenath. Joseph was
thirty years old when all o f this took place.
The seven plenteous years brought forth food by the handfuls.
Joseph gathered up a lot o f the food and put them in store houses
in the cities. Joseph gathered more corn that anyone could count.
During these years, Joseph and Asenath had two sons. Joseph’s
firstborn son was named Manasseh. “God has made me forget all
o f my hard years,” Joseph declared. Joseph called his second son
Ephraim. “God has caused me to be fruitful in the land o f m y afflic
tion,” Joseph praised.
When the seven years o f famine struck the land o f Egypt and the
surrounding lands, people came to Pharaoh, begging for bread. “Go to
Joseph,” the Pharaoh suggested. Joseph opened the store houses and
sold the food he had gathered to the people o f Egypt and surround
ing countries who came asking for food.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

Preparation for Fam ine: Cross Word Puzzle

Across

1. Joseph had two of these.
5. D uring the famine, people cam e to Pharaoh begging
fo r____ .
6. The country Joseph w as in.
7. A tim e w hen food is scarce.
Down

2. W here can we find a m an, who is wise and filled with
th e ____of God?
3. Joseph interpreted P h arao h 's_________.
4. Joseph's wife

Helping Humans in Need
In his travels to Africa to watch wild
life. Jack learned to love the country
o f Rwanda, the Land o f a Thousand
Hills. Because o f its jungle mountains,
it is home to the rare mountain gorilla
or the big silverbacks. Jack and Suzi
wanted to watch these strong animals
in their natural environment, but
they had to get permission from the
government.
The people o f Rwanda have had
terrible wars between the Hutu tribe
and the Tutsi tribe. The Hutus, who
are shorter and darker skinned,
killed m any Tutsi, who are tall, slim
and lighter in skin. The president
o f Rwanda, President Paul Kagame,
welcomes peaceful help from outside
his country. He wants m issionaries
who believe in Jesus Christ to come,
because he has seen that through the
saving grace o f forgiveness his people
are healing from the terrible pain they
have suffered. He also wants to help
them out o f the starving poverty that
destroys the people.
Jack became friends with Presi
dent Kagame and offered to help. Jack
and Suzi gave money to help rebuild
homes in Rwanda. They brought
clothes, shoes, blankets and other
useful items when they came to visit.
But money and things wereju st mate
rial needs o f the people.They needed
friends from other places to walk be
side them and encourage, train and
give them a hope for a better future.
Jack and Suzi became friends with
an American woman who had moved
to Africa in the late 1940’s. She worked
among the Rwandans and gained their
respect. In 1994, when the Hutus
began killing the Tutus, she hid many
Tutsi and saved them from a cruel
death. Later when the Hutus learned
what she had done, they threatened
her life. She fled to Am ericafor awhile.
However, she prayed continually for
the Rwandans. In tim e she flew back
over to another part o f Rwanda and
started an orphanage and school. She
rescued abandoned children out o f
the jungle. Jack helped her with her
orphanage._________________________

Jack and his fam ily spent many
weeks in Rwanda building houses and
restoring people’s hopes. He didn’t call
him self a m issionaiy, but he knew that
they needed Jesus Christ, and he told
them to seek God for help humans
could not give.
Frederick was one young man Jack
admired. Frederick, a Hutu, was on a
bus with all Tutsi people when a mob o f
angry Hutu men stopped the bus. They
made everyone get o ff the bus. When
they saw that Frederick was a Hutu,
the leader said to him, “If you w ill kill
all these Tutsi, we w ill spare your life.”
Without hesitation, Frederick re
plied, “My God won't let me do that.”
This made the men mad. They
tied Frederick to a tree and made him
watch as they killed with machetes
everyone on the bus. Then they cut
o ff Frederick’s arms ju st below his
elbows and left him to die. A R ed Cross
worker found Frederick on the tree
and rushed him to a hospital where
he received help.
Jack m et Frederick working at the
orphanage. He made arrangements
for Frederick to go to the USA where
he received artificial arms and hands.
Now Frederick is so happy to be able
to feed him self and to turn the Bible
pages himself. He encourages everyone
to love as Jesus does.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. W h o in te rp re te d P h a ra o h ’s
dreams?
2. How did Pharaoh feel about the
interpretation?
3. Who did Pharaoh put in charge
o f Egypt?
4. What did Pharaoh give Joseph?
5. Who did Joseph marry?
6. H ow m uch corn d id Joseph
gather?
7. W h at w ere J o s ep h ’s so n ’ s
names?
8. W hat did Joseph do w ith the
Answ ers: 1. Joseph. 2. Pleased.
3. Joseph. 4. His ring & fine clothes.
5. Asenath. 6. Too much to count.
7. Manasseh & Ephraim. 8. Sold it.
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A Dream Fulfilled
“I had a dream,” Joseph had Informed his family, “That the sun,
moon, and eleven stars bowed down to me." Joseph’s brothers were
already jealous o f Joseph. The dreams that Joseph had o f the entire
fam ily bowing to him made them very angry.
Now, Joseph was a ruler in Egypt. The Lord had been with him and
blessed him since his brothers had sold him into slavery. Joseph’s
father still thought that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.
Joseph’s fam ily in Canaan was having problems. The famine
that Joseph had predicted reached their part o f the country. Jacob,
Joseph’s father, had heard that there was corn in Egypt. “Why are
you standing around looking at one another?” Jacob asked his sons.
“I have heard that there is corn in Egypt. Go down and buy some for
us so that we w ill not starve.”
Joseph’s brothers began their journey to Egypt. Jacob kept Benja
min, the youngest brother, behind. “I don’t want anything to happen
to him," Jacob declared.
Joseph was the governor over Egypt. He was in charge o f selling
food to all o f the people in the land. One day, Joseph’s brothers came
in and bowed low before Joseph. They did not recognize the young
ruler dressed in fine clothing, but Joseph instantly knew who they
were. “Where are you from?” Joseph asked.
“We have come from Canaan to buy food,” the brothers said.
“You are spies,” Joseph accused.
“No, master,” protested his brothers. “We have only come to buy
food. W e are all brothers and honest men, not spies.”
"You have only come to see how poorly Egypt was," Joseph said.
“We are twelve brothers,” they answered. “The youngest is with
our father and the oldest is dead.”
“You are spies,” Joseph repeated. “Your lives shall be spared if
you come back and bring your youngest brother. One o f you will go
back and get him. The rest o f you w ill be kept in prison until it is
proven you have told the truth."
Joseph had his brothers thrown into prison for three days.
— Sis. Monica Murphey

A Dream Fulfilled: W ord Search
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Watching Silverback Gorilas
Spending time in Rwanda near
the mountain jungles where the sil
verback gorillas lived. Jack and Suzi
liked to visit these amazing animals.
Their group o f six persons put on
long sleeved jackets, sturdy pants
and gloves even though the weather
was hot. It was to protect their skin
against stinging thorns called nettles
which grew closely together up the
mountainside. Everyone took bottles
o f water because it was an all day
hike into the deep heart o f the jungle
where these gorillas lived.
Silently the little group followed
the native guide for five long hours.
Finally, they heard the calling o f the
gorillas to each other. Suddenly, they
stopped. Right in front o f them was
a huge daddy silverback gorilla lying
on a bed o f leaves in his open “bed
room .” He was sleeping and they did
not want to wake him up. His fam ily
was playing in nearby trees.
Th e fem ale g o rilla s ca su a lly
watched these intruders on the out
skirts o f their “hom e." By the look
on their faces it was clear that they
wondered if these people were peaceful
or not. Should they sound an alarm,
call in their youngsters and wake up
Big Daddy?
The entire group quietly looked
away and slowly moved back into
bushes. They did not look at the
gorillas’ eyes and they certainly did
not sm ile. That was gorilla fighting
challenges— to stare and to show
bare teeth. This made the fem ales
relax, and the youngsters continued
to play in the trees while their big
daddy rested.
Tall trees made a green canopy
over this private room away from the
noise o f the human life. Other animals
did not dare intrude into the home o f
the strong, fast silverback gorillas.
Mama gorillas took the youngsters
berry picking, or green lea feating, but
when hunting for supper meat, only
the grown gorillas hunted monkeys,
squirrels, rats or whatever else got in
the w ay o f their powerful hands.
Jade and his friends were glad
the gorillas had already eaten lunch

and were having a good time together.
In fact, the gorilla fam ily seemed to
show o ff for their quiet guests. The
visiting hour passed too quickly! The
group had to start back down the
mountain.
The next day they hiked into an
other area o f the jungle to see another
fam ily o f silverback gorillas. This time
the daddy gorilla heard them coming.
He sent out a challenge call, and they
did not move nor make any noise.
When he looked their way, everyone
looked down. None o f the men had
beards, which sometimes bothered
male gorillas. After a while the daddy
gorilla decided these intruders were
under control, so he played with his
youngsters. W hat a sight to see such
a strong animal gently swing a son or
daughter on a branch!
Ever so often he would glance
sternly at the guests, who would look
down. This made him feel in con
trol, so he did not chase them away.
The youngsters felt safe and happy
because they knew their protecting
daddy was nearby.
It made Jack want to always be
a caring, protecting father like that
over his children. He was fascinated
with these amazing creatures God
had made, and through the years
he walked narrow trails through the
ju ngle many times ju st to see them
play.
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. W hat bowed to Joseph in his
dream?
2. Who w as governor o f Egypt?
3. W here did Jacob want his sons
to go?
4. W hich brother did not go?
5. W hat did his brothers do before
Joseph?
6. What did Joseph accuse his broth
ers of?
7. W ho were they supposed to bring
back?
8. Where did Joseph put his brothers?
Answers: 1. Sun, moon & 11 stars.
2. Joseph. 3. Egypt. 4. Benjamin.
5. Bowed. 6. Being spies. 7. Benja
min. 8. In prison.
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Released from Prison
After staying in prison for three days, Joseph’s brothers were called
to speak to Joseph. “To prove that you are honest men,” Joseph said.
“One o f you w ill stay in prison, while the rest o f you go back to your
home and get your youngest brother. If you can do this, you w ill not
die.”
“We are being punished for what we did to Joseph,” the brothers
whispered to each other. “We saw how frightened he was, but we
would not listen to him.”
They did not know that Joseph heard every word and could under
stand what they were saying. Joseph had been using an interpreter
during his conversations with his brothers. When Joseph heard his
brothers regrets, he turned away from them and wept. Soon, he came
back to them. Simeon, one o f the brothers, was tied up and taken
back to prison.
“Fill their sacks with com ,” Joseph ordered. “Put their money into
their sacks.”
When the brother’s donkeys were loaded down with plenty o f com ,
they left. On their way home, one o f them opened their sack and made
a surprising discovery. “My money is in my sack!" he exclaimed. The
others opened their sacks and found their money also. They were
afraid that they would be accused o f stealing.
When the brothers told Jacob that the governor wished them to
bring back Benjamin, Jacob flatly refused. “Joseph is dead,” Jacob
grieved. “Now Simeon is gone. W ill you take Benjamin away from
me also?”
“Kill my two sons,” Reuben said. “If I do not bring him back to
you."
“My son Benjamin w ill not go to Egypt with you," Jacob said.
“His brother is dead. If anything happened to him, then I w ill take
my sorrow to the grave.”
—Sis. Monica Murphey
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Jack’s Closing Remarks
Recording and showing animals
around the world, Jack cared about
the little and the huge creatures God
created. He also cared about people
o f all nations. It was his care for the
people o f Rwanda that caused Jack
and Suzi to build a house in Rwanda.
Jack saw their human struggles for
dailyfood, shelter, clothing and peace
with one another. He knew they
needed hope, and m any were looking
to Jesus Christ for help.
Jack was good friends with Presi
dent Kagame and he liked his plans
to help the economy.
“We need to give my people in
dustry to make money and improve
their lives,” said President Kagame
as Jack sat with him for a meal. “We
need other countries to trust us with
making products for them.”
“Yes,” agreed Jack. "When 1 have
guests from USA or from other coun
tries, I encourage business trading
with Rwanda. Above all, I want to see
people thriving in their relationships.
I think encouraging forgiveness is the
right direction to go."
“Yes, w e welcome Christians to
come here,” agreed President Kagame.
Jack counted his work for the
orphans o f Rwanda second only to
his care for his own three daughters.
Jack and Suzi made their work with
animals and people a fam ily affair. He
enjoyed seeing his daughters comfort
able holding baby w hite tigers, and he
was grateful when he saw them take
o ff their own jackets to give to shiver
ing children in Rwanda. He wanted
them to learn compassion.
Many times he knew God spared
them from harm. One time in Bo
tswana his youngest daughter was
bending over some bushes, watching
a large green chameleon turn gray.
She moved closer and saw that it had
a puncture mark.
“Daddy," she called looking u p then she screamed. She looked right
into the black eyes o f a poisonous
green mamba snake who did not want
his waiting supper disturbed.
Jack thanked God that day that

his daughter moved back in the nick o f
time and was saved from a deathly bite.
Riding elephants or camels, pad
dling canoes in crocodile waters, film 
ing bats or huge python snakes, Jack
did not take it for granted that his
fam ily was never seriously harmed. He
was thankful and expressed it often.
In time, Jack was blessed to include
son-in-laws andhis grandchildren into
his work and training.
At the end o f his story, Jack wrote:
“Yes, I have goals, and I still feel like
I have a lot to accomplish. I want to
spend more time with m y grandkids.
Td like to be a better Christian. I’d like
to see Rwanda—it’s people and it’s
animals— thrive. But when I look back
and see m y life played back before me,
I wonder, Who would have thought
that some regular guy from Tennessee
would’ve had the opportunity to do all
that? ...I’ve been blessed.
“I f you had told me when I was a
teenager that I would one day be a
director over a phenomenal, prosper
ing zoo, I would have been thrilled. If
you had told m e that I would be trav
eling the country...the world, seeing
anim als in their natural habitats...
m eeting people around the world, well,
I ju st wouldn’t have believed you. It’s
been a w ild life so far, and in it I’ve
already lived the dream o f a thousand
lifetim es.”
— Sis. Connie Sorrell
Questions:
1. W hat were Joseph’s brothers to
do?
2. Where were Joseph’s brothers?
3. W hat did they think they were
punished for?
4. W hat did Joseph do when he
heard?
5. W hat did th ey fin d in th eir
sacks?
6. Would Jacob let them take Ben
jam in?
7. W ho prom ised to bring Benjamin
back?
8. What does Jacob think about
Joseph?
Answers: 1. Bring Benjamin to Egypt.
2. In prison in Egypt. 3. What they
did to Joseph. 4. Wept. 5. Com and
their money. 6. No. 7. Reuben.
8. That he is dead._________________
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