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GOD LEADS ABRAM
God had scattered the people of Babel so they wouldn't become
more wicked. The people moved in all directions and built cities. But
most of the people s till did not worship God and serve Him.
Not far from Babel, the people built another city. These people
w orshiped the m oon-god named Ur, so they named their city after
th e ir god.
Near Ur lived a man named Terah. He had three grown sons
whose names were Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran died and left a
son named Lot. One day Terah decided the fam ily should m ove to
Canaan, so they took all they owned and began the iong jo u rn e y.
When they reached a place named Haran, Terah died. He was 205
years old.
Abram was not like those who lived around him. Like Noah, he
w orshiped God. One day God spoke to Abram . He told him, "Leave
this country, your relatives, and your father’s house. Go to a land that
I w ill show you. I w ill bless you and m ake you a great b le s s in g .
Through you, all the fam ilies of the earth w ill be blessed "
Abram did not understand all that God said to him. A lready he
was getting old, and he did not even have one child. How could the
w orld be blessed through his family when he had none? He did not
understand that God would give him a son and that many years later,
Jesus would be born into the very family of Abram. This way Abram's
fam ily gave all the world a blessing by giving them a Saviour.
Although Abram did not understand all that God told him , he
obeyed through faith. This means that he obeyed God and believed
what God said, because he was sure God would keep His prom ise.
—Sis Nelda Sorreli

"Abram departed, as the Lord he

d spoken unto him." (Gen. 12:4)

God’s Calling
“Christmas w as such a happy time lhis
ycari' Gary said to his mother as he stood
nearby her in the kitchen where she was
making hot rolls for supper.
“Yes, it was nice to be with all the family
again," replied Mother. “We probably won't
see Uncle Ryan ;tnd Aunt Sue again fora long
time. Do you remember what country they
traveled from?"
“Germany!" replied Gary. “1 liked seeing
the pictures Uncle Ryan took and hearing his
stories about people so hungry’ for freedom
and truLh. When I grow up, I want to be a
missionary like Uncle Ryan. 1 want to hand
out tracts and Bibles to people. It would he
exciting to travel and work for Jesus!"
“Yes, it is exciting," agreed Mother, "but
there are also hard limes and lonely days.
Remember, while they have been in Ger
many these nine months, there have been
three weddings, a new baby girl, and two
deaths in our family. Aunt Sue said she
longed to be* with the family at these times
and to hug little Angela, but she couldn’t"
“And Grandpa so wanted to talk to Uncle
Ryan before he died," remembered Gary qui
etly. "I think it would he hard to be so far
away from your dad when he is dying."
"Yes," said Mother, brushing away a tear.
“W e a re thankful that they are willing to work
for the I.ord in a faraway’ land, but we miss
them and they miss us. That is c.illcd a
sacrifice. We let them go, and they give their
time so that others may hear alxiut Jesus
and the Truth (hat will set them free."
“God must be pleased with them going, for
He has answered many prayers for them,
sometimes in unusual ways," said Gary.
“One was that time when they wen.* needing
money for the train so they* could gel to a
meeting in another town. God told Uncle
Ryan to pack his Bibles and tracts and to
stand in line at the train station. Uncle Ryan
obeyed the Lord though he didn’t have money
for the ticket. While standing in line behind
a well dressed man, a sad looking woman
suddenly came up to the man and crying
asked him not to leave thtit night. Uncle
Ryan could tel! by what they* said, that they
were having marriage troubles. He handed
this couple a tract and a Bible. They acted
surprised, but thanked Uncle Ry*an. After

talking a while longer the man said, ’Okay’, I
won't leave, but what shall I do with my
ticket?’ Then he asked Uncle Ityan where he
was going, and finding it to be the same
place, he gave his ticket to Uncle Ryan, just
before the train stopped at the station. Uncle
Ryan handed the ticket to the conductor and
rode the train to the meeting. That w as all
directed by God, wasn't it. Mother?"
"Yes,
G ary,
it
w a s , "
s a i d
r ^
.
M oth er,
"G od has
blessed
th em
so
m a n y
times that
we know
Lhc Lord
called)
th em
to
u e r m a n y ,
E v e n
th o u g h I
would
m iss you
v e r y
much, I am
willing for
you to be a
m issionaiy in some
Germany
fo r e i g n
country, if
God calls you. But make sure y’ou arc called
Just to go because It sounds exciting is not
reason enough to forsake family and friends.'
Gary was thoughtful while he watched
Mother cover the hot rolls with a clean towel
so they could rise before* baking.
Then Gary’ said, “One thing 1 can do is
stay saved, so that if God ever calls me* to be
a missiomuy I will be ready to go."
— Connie Sorrell

r

1

Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

W ho scattered the people o f Babel?
W ho lived near Ur?
How many sons did he have?
How old was Terah when he died?
W ho w as different from the people around him?
W ho did he worship?
W ho spoke to Abram one day?
W ho would be born into Abram ’s family’
many’ years later?
What was Abram sure of?
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ABRAM MAKES A CHOICE
Abram obeyed God. He left his brother, Nahor, and his family at Haran
and started toward Canaan as God had commanded. He took his wife Sarai,
his nephew Lot, their servants, and all their animals with him. When he
reached a place named Bethel, he built an altar and offered a sacrifice to
God.
Abram was now a very rich man. He had many servants, flocks and
herds of animals, and much gold and silver. Lot also had many servants and
animals. Wherever Abram and Lot settled, it looked like a small city.
Soon there was trouble between the servants. Both Abram’s and Lot's
servants tried to get the best land and the most water for their master’s
animals. There was not enough water and pasture for them ail.
Abram heard about the trouble. He could see how hard it was for the
servants to find enough pasture and water. So Abram told Lot, “Let there
be no quarrel between us or between our servants. The whole land is before
us. Let us separate. If you choose the west country, I will go east; but if you
want the east country, I will take the west.” God had promised all this land
to Abram. Abram could have chosen the best land for himself. Instead, he
offered Lot the first choice.
Lot looked out over the green valley with the Jordan River running
through it. Selfishly, he chose the best land for himself and moved there.
God saw how Abram gave up the best land just to keep peace. He was
well pleased. Again He talked to Abram and told him, "Lift up your eyes and
look in every direction. All the land that you see I will give to you and your
children."
Wherever Abram moved, he always built an altar. Here he worshiped
God and talked to Him.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan." (

Gen. 13:11)

One Blue Lego

Jim was carefully putting the roof
back on Donna’s bouse just as Mother
Jim and Donna were in the living
and Donna came into the room. “I didn't
room playing nicely with their legos.
mean for her house to be tom up," he
Jim was building a big truck with black
told Mother. “I just thought her house
wheels and a blue cab. Donna was
would look better with another window
making a house wit h window's and doors
and I was going to help her make the
in the blue wralls.
window. See, here is (he other window.
“Now I need one more blue lego to
Does that look bad, Donna?"
finish my truck. Do you have an extra
Donna looked at her house. Really, it
one?" he asked Donna.
looked pretty nice with another window
Donna gathered up the lew remain
in the back wall. “Okay, I guess it will be
ing legos she had set out for her house.
all right," she agreed.
“I need every one ofthese," she told him.
Without speaking a word, Mother
“You can look in the lego bucket lor
went hack into the kitchen. Jim and
more blue ones, if you want one."
Donna setlled down to play peacefully
Jim dug around in the bucket but
wiUi their legos again. Jim pul the blue
couldn't, find another blue lego.
lego into the needed place on his lego
“Now 1 have my house all finished!"
truck.
declared Donna. “Iknv do you like it?"
How do you like my truck?" he asked
Jim looked at Donna's house lbr a
Donna.
minute. “Well, I think you need another
“It looks pretty nice," she replied. “I
window in it," he said. “Why don’t you
may have given you that blue lego if you
take out two blue legos right here on
would have said 'please' to me."
this wall."
“I’m sorry," said Jim, “Let's not fuss
"I don't want any more windows in
any more, okay, ‘cause we are brother
my house!" Donna replied. “I like it just
and sister."
— Connie Sorrell
the way it is!”
m ie n I'll just make a window in your Questions:
house," said Jim as he reached for
1. Who obeyed God?
Donna's lego house.
2. Who was Sami?
“Slop! Stop! Don’t tear up my house!"
3. Who was very rich?
cried Donna. She reached for her house
4. What did Abram's and Lot's servants
and broke the roof off as she tried to
both want?
yank it from Jim.
5. Who heard about the trouble?
Donna burst into tears. “Now, look! 6. W h o said, “Let u s s e p a r a t e ”?
You've broken my h o u s e .' she cried.
7. Who chose the best land for himsellV
“I did not," said dim. “You did! You
8. Why did Abram give up the best land?
pulled Die roof off. I was only taking two
9. What did Abram always build wher
legos out o f the wall."
ever he moved?
‘ Mama! Mama! Jim is taking all my
legos, come and look at what he did to
my house!" Donna hurried to the kitchen
where Mother was. "Mama, just come
and look at what Jim did to my lego
house." wailed Donna. Mother followed
Donna into the living room. She had
heard the children's argument but had
hoped they would settle it themselves.
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ABRAM RESCUES LOT
When Lot chose the best land for h im se lf, it seem ed he was
m aking a wise choice.
In the land that he chose were two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah.
Lot pitched his tent near Sodom. He could make much silver and gold
by selling his sheep and cattle in these cities.
The people of Sodom, however, were very wicked. Sodom was
not a good place to live because the men of that city cared nothing for
God. Lot made a sad m istake by moving his fam ily there.
One day trouble came upon Sodom. There had been a war, and
the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, and three other cities had gone out to
b a ttle . They were defeated. The conquering soldie rs then entered
Sodom and Gomorrah. They forced their way into rich men’s houses,
and took everythin g they could carry aw ay. They even cap tu re d
people for slaves. Lot, his wife, and his children were taken with the
others.
One captive escaped and ran to tell Abram what had happened.
As soon as Abram heard about the battle and what had happened to
Lot, he gathered men together. He was anxious to rescue Lot and the
other captives.
Abram marched with his men until they fin a lly overtook the en
emy. It was night and their enemies were asleep. Abram and his men
rushed upon them. The enem y soldiers w ere so frig h te n e d , they
though! a great army had come against them. They w eren’t prepared
to fight, so they ran away. They left the captives and all the goods
they had stolen.
Abram rescued Lot and all the other people and returned ev
erything that had been stolen to the king of Sodom. The king wanted
to repay Abram, but he refused. He had prom ised God that he would
not keep anything for himself.
— Sis. Nelda Sorrel!

"He brought back all the goods, a

nd his brother, Lot." (Gen. 14:16)

Alin’s Deliverance

are having a big meeting." she told Ahn.
“They want to punish the Americans for
When the Japanese soldiers had
what they have done. In order to please
stormed into the country o f Korea, they
their gods the Japanese have ordered
had closed many churches or put false
that every person under Japanese rule
idols at the doors of churches. Any
bow to their idols when the bells ring at.
Christian who refused to bow before the
nine o’clock Thursday morning. Any
idols of stone was put into prison. Alin,
one who refuses to bow' will be put to
a Korean woman, was held captive in
death."
prison because she had refused to bow
Ahn knew she was facing death.
before the idols of stone.
Thursday morning came and went,
IPrison conditions were very bad. Aim
however, the bells did not ring. Soon the
was not a very' strong person and it was
jailer hurried to Alin’s cell. T h e Japa
only by God’s mercy that she even sur
nese rulers who oversee Korea were in
vived.
an airplane which has crashed into the
In her cell there were nearly 20 other
sea between Japan and Korea."
women. Some of the women were there
God had spared Alin’s life once again.
because 1hey were thieves, murderers.
Later, she was freed from prison and
By tiie grace of Gtxl, Ahn was able to
came over to America to tell her testi
testify to these poor women and tell
mony o f deliverance. —Connie Sorrell
them o f God’s love. This made the head
jail keeper very mad. Ahn was punished Questions:
and sometimes not given food for sev
eral days. Each time Alin was at the 1. Who chose the best land for himself?
point o f death, God would touch the 2. What two cities were in the land he
chose?
heart o f a top official who would order
3. Where did Lot pitch his lenl?
Ahn to be given food.
4. Why was Sodom not a good place to
G radually, the m essage spread
live?
through all the prison cells that Ahn in
5. What were the enemy soldiers going
cell number two was in touch with a
to do with Lot and the people they
God who could see and hear and answer
had captured?
prayer. The light o f God began to shine
6. Who told Abram about Lot's capture?
out o f Alin in that dark cruel place.
7. Who went to rescue Lot and the other
One thing about Ahn that amazed
people?
the other Korean prisoners was that she
8.
What
did the enemy do when Abram
did not feel bitter and angry at the
and his men rushed upon them?
Japanese for destroying their homeland.
Instead. Ahn learned the Japanese 9. Why didn't Abram let the king repay
him?
language and testified to some of the
jailers. Wc know that only the love of
God helped her do this.
One day a jailer came to her cell and
and said very excitedly, “The Japanese
have borntx*d the island o f Hawaii of
America!" she told Aim. “Now Japan is
at war with the U.S.A!"
Later she told ihe tragic: news that
atomic bombs had destroyed two big
cities in Japan. "The Japanese rulers
Lesson texts: Gen. 14.
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HAGAR RUNS AWAY
When H agar was a little g irl she lived in Egypt. At one time
Abram and his household m oved to Egypt because th e re was a
lam ine in the land of Canaan. When they returned to th e ir home in
Canaan, they brought Hagar w ith them . She was S a ra i’s servant.
While living in Abram ’s house, Hagar learned about the true God.
One day Sarai became very displeased with Hagar. When Sarai
punished Hagar severely, Hagar ran away. She hurried along a lonely
sandy road tow ard her old home in Egypt. Finally, she became so
tired that she stopped to rest by a fountain of water. Here the angel
of the Lord found her. He asked her, “ Hagar, where are you going?”
T m running away from my m istress, Sarai,” Hagar answered.
“Go back to Sarai and obey her," the angel said. "God w ill give
you a son. He w ill grow up to be a strong man."
Hagar knew that God had spoken to her. She obeyed the angel
and went back to serve Sarai. Later Hagar had a son as God had
promised. His name was Ishmael which means, “God hears."
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
him again. Abram fell on his face and listened as God spoke to him.
God said, “ I w ill make a covenant w ith you.”
Abram knew that a covenant was a promise between two people
who each agreed to do something for the other. In this covenant God
promised to give Abram and Sarai a son and Abram promised to serve
God fa ith fu lly . To rem ind A bram of His p rom ise, God changed
Abram's name to Abraham which means, “The father of many." Sarai’s
name was changed to Sarah which means “princess.”
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

What do these names mean? Draw a line to the right name

Ishmael

"Princess"

Sarah

"God hears"

Abraham

"The father of many"

"The angel of the Lord said unto her

Return to thy mistress." (Gen. 16:9)

Joe’s Punishment

with your dad? There is no need of wasting a
whole week only pouting."
Joe nodded his head in agreement. *1 will
try,” he said.
"Good,” said his uncle. "I will be praying
for you that God will give you extra grace to
be a man about staying home.”
The next two days Joe helped his mother
without complaining, and he played a couple
o f gJimes with his sister. Then came some sad
news that really opened Joe's eyes.
A boy walking home from school was
stopped by a young man who asked the boy
for help in finding his dog. The boy went with
the man, but the man did not hunt for a dog.
Instead he beat the boy very badly and left
him to die under some bushes*. Four hours
later another man found ihe boy and called
for help.
The cruel man injured the boy for life. Joe
felt very sorry that he had been so angry with
his parents. I Ie told them, “Now’ 1understand
why you want me to come home first before
I play ball or go somewhere else. That way
you will know i'm all right and will know
where I am. It is really for my own safety."
— Connie Sorrell

Joe salon his back porch step kicking the
sidewalk with one boot toe. By the lookon his
face and by his actions it was very plain that
Joe was angry.
Soon Joe's friend, Tony, canie walking by.
"Come and play football with the rest o f the
guys down at the sehoolground," Tony called
to Joe.
’1can't,‘ replied Joe. “1can’t have any fun
for a whole week.”
“How come?" asked Tony.
“Oh. it's because my mom is a worry
wart," blurted out Joe. She was ail worried
about me yesterday 'cause I went to the
schoolgrounds and played with you guys
before coming home. Dad and Mom had
already said that if I did that one more time,
I couldn't piny g<unes with the boys for a
whole week. I don't know’ why it matters if I
conn.’ home first, i just soy ifi' and run out
the door again.”
Tom' hardly knew'what to say, so he just
said he was sorry about it and went on to the
schoolgrounds.
Soon Joe's big sister came out on the
porch. “Joe, you can play games with me,”
she said kindly.
"Girls can't play football like boys,” Joe
said.
“No,” she replied, "but w'e don't have to Questions:
play football. Wc can have fun playing other
1. Where did i iagar live w hen she was a little
games like Memory, or .
girl?
"I don’t want to play any of those games,”
said Joe with a kick o f his boot. “1 want to 2. Where did llagar learn about God?
have some action.” So Joe’s big sister went 3. W hy did Hagar run away?
back inside to leave her brother pouting on .4. Where did she stop to rest?
5. W ho found her there?
the back steps.
Later that evening Joe's favorite uncle 6. W hat did the angel tell H agar to do?
came by for a visit. 1Ie had already been clued 7. W hat does LshmacI mean?
in about Joe’s punishment. Though Joe tried 8. W hat was Abram ’s new’ name?
to be cranky, soon he found himself laughing 9. What does Sarah mean?
with his uncle.
Just before his uncle left, he said to Joe,
“Be thankful your parents love you so much
that they want to know where you are at fill
times. Obey your parents and always ask
thetr permission before you go somewhere; it
is really for your own safety. Now will you
promise me, Joe, tinat 3’ou won't be cranky
this week but will help your mother, play
games with your sister and do some things

“Obey your parents.”
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THE LORD VISITS ABRAHAM
While Lot was living in Sodom, Abraham continued to live in his
tent home under the oak trees. Here Abraham could worship God and talk
to Him. He was not surrounded by wicked men as Lot was. One day while
he sat in the doorof his tent, he sawthree strangers. Abraham ran to meet
them.
“Please don’t go on," Abraham begged. “You can rest under the
tree while I have some food prepared for you. After that you may go on
your way.”
When the strangers agreed to stay, Abraham hurried to tell Sarah
to make some cakes for the men while he prepared meat for them. When
everything was ready, Abraham brought the food to his guests. While
they ate, he stood by them. After they had eaten, one visitor asked,
“Where is Sarah?”
Abraham answered, "She is in the tent.”
The visitor then told Abraham that Sarah would soon have the son
that had been promised to them. Sarah found this hard to believe so he
added, “ Is anything too hard for the Lord?”
When the men started on their journey, Abraham walked with
them a little way. By now he knew his visitors were not like other men. Two
of them were angels and the other was the Lord. As they walked, the Lord
told Abraham, “I am going to visit Sodom and Gomorrah to see if these
cities are as wicked as I have heard.
The other two visitors went on, but Abraham wanted to talk to the
Lord. He knew that if the Lord destroyed Sodom, Lot would also die.
Abraham loved Lot, so he begged the Lord to spare the city Finally the
Lord promised to spare the city if only ten righteous people could be found
living there. The Lord then went on towards Sodom and Abraham re
turned to the tent.
— Sis Neida Sorrell

"The Lord appeared to Abn

iham in the plains of Mamre." (Gen. 18:1)

He Kept His Promise
Front')nc was as happy as she could be
riding astride her father’s shoulders as he
climbed steadily up a mountain of the Alps.
Here on the quiet beautiful mountainside
she seemed to forget the hunger and fear of
the tillage below. Sometimes she would fall
asleep as her head would nod like the blue
Alpine flowers in t] ie gentle breeze. Sometimes
she would roach her hands high above her
head in hopes that she could reach the
clouds that seemed so dose to her. W hen
Francine went to the mountains, she felt the
close presence o f a Great Being. She liked
this feeling. She did not then know it was
God, because she had not been told about
Him.
Francine had been taught to trust in Hitler
its a god. '["he people were told to trust him to
lead their country out of hunger and trouble.
As time passed, however, the ruler Hitler
failed his country. He had lied to the people.
Francine w as so angry that she said she
would never trust any god or man again. She
thought because I Iitlcr failed that everybody
fails. She decided to make her way in life by
her own strength.
Francine studied hard in school ;uid then
went on to be a dentist. She was hired to work
at Jin American military hospital stationed in
her country. One day a speaker carne to talk
to them at the hospital. He talked about a
great God that lived in the heavens bu t would
answ er prayer for those who would believe in
Him deep inside. Francine w as hungry' for
the true God. She asked the speaker. ‘ Is lie
really real? Will He really talk to mo?"
The speaker smiled and said, 'A sk Him lo
speak to you.*
That night Francine did ask God to speak
to her. God did! She recognized His presence
at once, i t w as the same Presence she had fell
so often on the mountainside. She bcc«imc
acquainted with the only read God. She soon
learned to love and trust Him.

friends, and nobody' had sent her a birthday
card, so she quietly' walked to a store to buy
herself a card. There w as only one birthday
card in the rack, it had blue Alpine flowers on
the front. Inside, the card read:

"BleasingB on your birthday.
What God has promised, (hat will
He also do. ( Romans 4:21).
Again she felt G o d ’s presence and her faith
was renewed. God could put love in that
man’s heart for her— only God could do that.
Two years later Francine became very sick.
She was not afraid to die, but she really
wanted God to keep Ilis promise. Francine
and the man she loved were still friends, and
he came to visit her often while she was sick.
One day' when lie came to visit he said, '1
think God wants us to be together. Will you
marry me?'
Soon Francine w as well. They married
and today they work as missionaries in
Austria. They tell other people about the God
o f the heavens who is faithful to keep Ilis
promises.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. Where did Lot live?
2. Who lived in a tent under the oak Lrees?
3. Who did Auraham see one day while he sat
in his tent door'?
4. What did Abraham beg the strangers to
do?
5. What did one o f the visitor's promise?
G. Who were the strangers?
7. What cities w as the l^ord going to visit?
8. Why' did A braham beg the I^ord to spare
Sodom?
9. The Lord promised to spare Sodom if I Ie
found how many righteous people living
there?

Uiter. God promised Fruneinc a husband.
Two years, then three years went by and
Francine met the man she believed God
wanted her to many, but. the man did not
want to marry her. She began to feel that God
had broken II is promise.
On her next birthday, Francine was very'
sad. She w as far away from her family and
Second class postage paid at Guthrie. OK. Published quarterly in weekly ports l>v Faith Pub. House,
H20 W. Mansur. Guthrie, OK. Charlotte Huskey. Kditor. One subscription, S-t.(H) per year (a? papers).
Ineludes junior and primary sections Postmaster Please send address corrections to above address.

Vol. 42, No. 1

Primaries

(USPS549-QOO)

Part 19

Feb. 10, 1991

LOT LOSES HIS HOME AND WIFE
As Abraham talked to the Lord, begging Him to spare Sodom for
L o t’s sake, the two angels went on towards Sodom. It was evening
when they reached the city gates. Lot was sitting by the gate when he
saw the two strangers approaching. Lot greeted the strangers with a
low bow and said, "Come to my house and stay all night. You can get
up early and go on your way.”
When the two angels refused, Lot insisted. He knew the men of
Sodom would harm the strangers. Finally the angels consented to go
with him.
The news soon spread over the city that Lot had two strangers
at his home. The wicked men of the city surrounded Lot’s house. They
banged on the door and demanded, “W here are the stran gers that
came to your house? Send them out to u s .”
Lot ste p p e d o u ts id e the door and clo se d it b e h in d him , He
begged the men not to harm his guests, but the men thre ate ned to
hurt him. They tried to break the door down. At this, the angels pulled
Lot inside to safety and caused the wicked men to become blind so
they couldn’t even find the door.
Then the ang els told Lot that the Lord was going to d e stroy
Sodom. They told Lot to gather his family together because they must
leave the city. Before the sun came up the next morning the angels
insisted that Lot and his fam ily run for th e ir lives.
It was hard fo r Lot to leave his home and his riches. God was
showing him mercy in warning him to escape but still he was slow in
leaving. Finally the angels took him and his wife and daughters by the
hand and led them out of the city, ordering them to run for their lives
and not look back. But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar
of salt.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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and she became a pillar of salt." (Gen. 19:26)

The Dead Sea
{Note to teacher: Please use a map of the
Holy Lands, perhaps the one in the back of
your Bible, to show the children where the
Dead Sea is located.)
Over by the country' o f Israel, there is a
very large body o f water known as the Dead
Sea. Sodom and Gom orrah once were busy
cities right where the Dead Sea is located.
W hen God destroyed these cities with fire
and brimstone, He pounded them down be 
low the earth’s surface. Then water from the
Jordan River flooded over their smoking
remains and these two cities have been at the
deep bottom o f the Dead Sea ever since.
Do yon know w hy it is called the Dead
Sea? Hardly' anything grows or lives in the
waters o f the Dead Sea. Nearly all of 11te Dead
Sea is surrounded by high rocky cliffs that
have no sign of life on them. 1iole.s and eaves
are in these pale-yellow sulfur cliffs. When it
is hot in the summertime, the Dead Sea gives

the Devil will tempt children to think that
lying is funny. A friend may tell sly lies and
others may laugh, but don’t you laugh. It
isn’t funny to tell lies and be dishonest,
because God says that all lfcirs shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone. (Rev. 21:8).
Remember, brimstone and fire poured
down on .Sodom. Another name for brim
stone is sulfur. At the first o f this story', I told
>'ou that the Dead Sea has pale-yellow cliffs
o f sulfur. W hen this sulfur b u m s , it has a
blue flame and a sickening odor.
Perhaps hell is somewhat like the Dead
Sea, set on fire with men and women sinking
into it. 1L has been found that the bottom of
the Dead Sea keeps falling deeper and deeper,
ju st like the kike of fire which keeps growing
larger and larger.
tat us always obey God and escape the
eternal lake o f fire. Lying, stealing, cursing,
disrespect, and disobedience will bring p u n 
ishment. The Dead Sea over Sodom and
Gom orrah prove this to us. Also, remember
loot’s wife.

— Connie Sorrell

o ffa warm mist, or steam, which lowers the
water in the Dead Sea. This causes tall

Questions:

shajjes of still to form along its borders.
Do you remember what happened total's
wife who looked b a rk when Sodom and

1. W hat did Abraham beg the Lord to do?
2. W ho went on to Sodom?

Gomorrah were destroyed? She became a

3. W ho was sitting at the city gate?

pillar o f salt, didn't she?

4. W here did the angels spend the night?

The TX'ad Sea is so full of stilt that it is
seven times more salty than tiny other sea.
This is why fish cannot live in it. At the top.
or north end. the liver Jordan dumps its

5. W ho banged on ta t’s door?
6. W hat did Llie angels do after they' pulled
Lot back inside?
7. W hen did tat finally leave Sodom?

muddy waters into this sea. and when the

8. W ho left Sodom with Lot?

river fish hit that salty water, they quickly

9. W hat liappcncd to loot’s wife when she

die. Some birds that cat fish such as the

looked back?

kingfisher, gull, and duck, live here and eat
these fish, otherwise this sea which is 53
miles long and 10 miles wide has no fish or
plants or animals in or around it. It is quiet
and dead.
This should be a stern warning to all of
us. What God commands will happen, and
what God does will last forever. Sin and
disobedience will be punished. Sometimes
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ISAAC, THE PROMISED SON
When God first told Abraham to leave his home and fam ily, He
promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation. For
many ye a rs A braham had th o u g h t of G o d ’s p ro m is e to him . He
wondered how his family would be great since he did not yet have a
son.
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when God again spoke to him
and told him, “You will be a father of many nations. Sarah, your wife,
will bear you a son at the set tim e next year. You w ill call his name
Isaac."
Later the Lord appeared to Abraham with the two angels. They
told him that Sodom would be de stro ye d . At th is tim e God again
promised Abraham and Sarah that they would soon have a son even
though they were both very old.
Finally the day came when God gave Abraham and Sarah a little
baby boy. They named the baby Isaac, which means '‘laughing." How
happy they were with the w onderful little son God had given them.
Abraham and Sarah were so proud of Isaac th a t they gave a
great dinner to show him to their friends when he was still a little boy
barely able to walk. At this feast Hagar's son, Ishmael, made fun of
little Isaac. Perhaps he was jealous of the little boy. When Sarah saw
Ishmael m aking fun of Isaac, she told Abraham, “ Send Hagar and
Ishmael away. I do not want Isaac to grow up with ish m a e l.”
So the next morning, Hagar and Ishmael left Abraham 's house
and started towards Hagar's old home in Egypt. When it looked like
they would die because they had no water, an angel spoke to Hagar.
He showed her a well of water. Hagar and Ishmael never returned to
Egypt. They lived in the w ilderness, far from other people.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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len his son Isaac was born." (Gen. 21:5)

A New Baby Brother

want to ever teach him bad things or lead
him into trouble. Even if he gets into my toys

“Mother, may I go over to Linda's house?’
asked IVggy,who was holding Linda's hand
at church.
“Oh. I don't know," replied

Mother,

“Linda's mother may not fee! like company
right now.’
"Please, may I go," pleaded Peggy, "I want
to see and hold her new baby brother.’
“My mother won't mind,’ said Linda.
"She is so busy with my brother that she will
hardly know Peggy is there."
Peggy's mother laughed. ’ New babies do
fake much time and can-,' she said, ’ that is
why I think Peggy should wait awhile before
she goes to visit. Why don't you m int to our

and tears things up, I won't get angry with
him. but 1 will love him anyway.'
“That sounds like a devoted big sister,"
said Peggy's m olhcrwilh a smile. “You will be
teaching him how to share, how lo be kind to
someone who is hurl, how to be polite and
say all the magic words, and how Lo obey
Mother and Daddy. Big sisters or brothers
arc very important to younger ones."
Linda began to giggle. It looks like I'm
going to be very busy with the baby also," she
said. “I already help Mother dress him and I
do errands around the house for Mother. 1
really like being a big sister!" Everyone
laughed and felt so happy.
— Connie Sorrell

house, Linda, then Peggy can see your baby
brother when we both come to visit. I want to
bring your brother a gift, soon."
These plans were made and the girls had
a fun time at Peggy's hou.se. Peggy stili
wanted to see Linda's baby brother, so in two
days Mothcrand 1’eggy went to Linda's house.
The baby w as so cute! 1le had a fringe o f

1. Who promised Abraham that he would he
the father of a great nation?

black hair, a smooth round nose, and wrinkles
around his eyes. Peggy was so pleased when

2. 1low old was Abraham when God spoke to
him again?

she w as given the baby to hold. I ie was such
a soft warm bundle laying in her arms and

3. What was Abraham 's wife's name?

lap. She put her cheek down on his little

4. What was the baby's name to be ?

forehead.
"Thank you for the hoy clothes,* Linda's

5. When the Lord came to tell Abraham that
Sexluin would be destroyed, who came
with him?

mother told Peggy's mother. "1 had a nice
baby shower before Linda w;is bom. so really

(5. What does ’ Isaac" mean?

Ijust needed boy's clothes. It means so much

7. Who made fun of Isaac at the feast?

when friends rcmemlx’r a new baby with a

H. Who told Abraham, to send 1[agar and
Ishrnael away?

gift. I often remenilxT who gave what, and
think of that person when ! use their gift.’

‘J. Who helped i lagar Hud waterin the wilder
ness?

Peggy's mother nodded. ’We are so happy
that God has given you a sweet little l>oy to
raise for Him. We know your boy will get
plenty o f tender love and care."
Both mothers looked over at the baby in
Peggy's arms. Linda was siiting close by.
pat Ling her brother gently.
*1 am so glad i have a little brother,’ she
said. ‘ Now that makes me a bigsisterl I don't

Lesson Lexis: Gen. 17:15-21:18:9-15: 21:
1

2 1 .
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ABRAHAM’S GREATEST TEST
Abraham loved his son, Isaac, more than anything else in the world.
One day, God gave Abraham a very hard thing to do. God wanted to see if
Abraham loved Him more than his son. So He asked Abraham to take Isaac
and offer him as a sacrifice on an altar.
Abraham knew Isaac was the special son God had promised him. He
did not understand why he should sacrifice his beloved son, but he was ready
to obey God. So,early the next morning Abraham and Isaac started on the
long journey. For two days and nights they traveled. Finally on the third day,
Abraham looked up and saw the place where God had told him to go.
Abraham told his two servants to wait there for them while he and Isaac
went on to the place where they would worship God. As they walked on, Isaac
asked his father, '’Where is the lamb that we will offer?"
Abraham answered, "My son, God will provide a lamb to be offered."
When they came to the place God had shown Abraham, they built an
altar. After laying wood on the altar, Abraham tied Isaac’s hands and feet. He
laid Isaac on the wood just as he would a lamb that he was offering. As
Abraham was just ready to offer Isaac, an angel called out, “Abraham,
Abraham.”
“Here I am," Abraham answered.
The angel told Abraham, “Let Isaac go and do him no harm. Now I know
you fear God, because you were ready to give God your beloved son.”
When Abraham looked around, he saw a ram caught by its horns in the
bushes. He offered the ram to God instead of Isaac.
Abraham and Isaac were very happy as they started back home to
gether. They knew God was pleased because they had obeyed Him. Isaac
knew his life was important to God, for God had sent an angel to save him.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"By faith Abraham offere

1 up Isaac.

Sacrifice and Consecrate
It w as bedtime and Daddy w as reading
the evening Bible story.
"Bccau.sc 1 ani a fallier," he said. “I can
understand how Abraham fclL as he was
about to sacrifice his only son to the lord. A
father secs a part of himself in his sou. When
the son feels sick or sad, the father feels the
same with him. W hen the soil docs well avid
receives honor, the father feels happy and
pleased that his son is honored. No doubt
Abraham 's heart w as very heavy, but he
know what the 1-ord had asked him to do.
A brah am may have fell a part o f himself
dying as he prepared to oiler Isaac as a
sacrifice unto the Lord. How happy be was
when the angel railed, “.Strip." just in time to
save Isaac.
Altera moment's silence, little Andy asked
his daddy, "You wouldn't ever do that to me.
would you Daddy? You would never offer me
to the t-ord, would you?"
Daddy replied, “What God asked Abraham
to do w as an example of what God did with
Jesus. His only Sou. God does not expect
parents to actually do this today. I love each
one o f you. children, and I never want to do
you any physical harm. I lowcvcr. when each
of you were bom, 1gave you to the l/ird that
He may use you and your lilt- to serve I lim."
"Oh, i know what you mean," said Randy.
“You want us to live for God and let Him
control our lives. You d<> not want the Devil
to live in our hearts, hut you want God to
have us arid kc-xp us in I lis care.”
“That is right. My, what a smart lx>y you
are!" exclaimed Daddy. “Yes, today God dot's
not ask us to sucrifirt' our children, but lie
wants us to consecratt’ run children. Let's
look in the dictionary and find (he meaning
of the word consecrate."
Andy hurried to the lrookease where he
picked out Daddy's worn dictionary.
“Here it is," said Daddy. "Consecrate
means ‘to set ajxirt as holy: to dedicate.'*
“Children, remember you are set apart
from the wickedness of the world and you are
the lord's. As you grow up. listen to the voice
o f God and obey I lim. Some day God will ask
you to give yourself to Him. Mother and i
have given you to the D>rri ior 1iis service, but
some day God will want you to come before

an altar o f prayer and give your fife, body,
and soul to 1iim."
Lisa nodded her head. “1already hear God
talking to me," she said. “He always tells me
to do good.”
“That's right," said Daddy. “Obey God and
it will save you many, many troubles. Re
member that you have been set apart from
the world, and the Ijn d will protect you as
long as you slay in His care.”
Andy had been (juicily thinking, hut now
he said. “W hen we come before an altar
today, we bow in prayer, don't we?It isn't the
same kind of ajlar that Abrahtun and Isaac
had bark then, is it?'
“You are right,' said Daddy. “They lived
under the old law >x*fure Jesus came. Today
we live under the law of grace. Because G<xi
gave 1its only Son on the cross for the sins of
all people, we can plead the blood oi J esu s
and live free from the power of the IX'vil. I
gave each one o f you to Lhe Lord, and if you
will let Him, God will blessyour lives that you
may please and serve I lim. Now let us all
kneel and have a word o f prayer."
— Connie Soireli

Questions:
1. Who gave Abraham a very hard thing to
do?
2. What w ;ls the hard thing Abraham was
asked to do?
3. Why was Abraham asked to do this?
4. When did Abraham start on his way to
obey God?
5. Who would provide lhe lamb to l>c sacri
ficed?
t3. Who called Abraham by name?
7. What did the angel tell Abraham?
H. Why was Abraham happy as he returned
home?
9. Why was Isaac happy?
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REBEKAH, ISAAC’S WIFE
One day Abraham called his oldest servant and told him, "Go
back to the country I came from, and bring a wife for my son, Isaac."
Abraham was now a very old man and his w ife. Sarah, had died.
Abraham wanted Isaac to have a good wife who would help him love
and serve God.
The faithful servant took camels and rich gifts and started back
to Abraham ’s old home. It was a long trip . As he went, the servant
begged God to lead him to Abraham ’s fam ily and show him a good
w ife for Isaac.
It was evening when the servant finally reached the place he was
going. Outside the city was a well where the women of the city came
to get water. The servant let his camels stop by the well to rest. As
he waited, he prayed, "O Lord, I pray that the young woman I ask to
give me a drink will say, ’Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also,’
then I will know this is the one you have chosen to be Isaac's wife."
Before the servant had finished his prayer, he saw a beautiful
young woman coming to draw water. When the servant asked her for
a drink, she held her pitcher so he could drink all he wanted. Then she
drew water and let the thirsty camels drink their fill.
The servant knew God had heard his prayer. When he asked the
young woman her name, she told him she was Rebekah, the grand
daughter of A braham ’s brother. Rebekah was w illing to go w ith the
servant to become isaac’s wife. She left her family and started on the
long trip to Isaac’s home.
One evening. Isaac had gone out into the field to think about
God. When he looked up, he saw the cam els coming. He hurried to
meet them. Isaac took Rebekah to be his wife. Isaac loved Rebekah
and thanked God for her.
—Sis. Neida Sorrell

"Thou shalt take a wife for my son
of my kindred, and of my
father's house." (Gen. 24:10)

Prayer Comes Before A
Happy Wedding
It was tUniosl time for the wedding, and
Ric-.k was very' excited. lie w as to can y the
Bible, and Lucy w as to carry' a basket of
flowers. As bis mother combed his hair in the
church nursery', she again told him how he
was to do things.
“I know, I know,” said Rick. 'I ’m just
ready' to do it!"
Mother smiled. T h e wedding won t Like
very' long, but remember lo stand quietly
until the groom tells you to take Lucy’s hand
and go back down the aisle."
“it w on’t lake as long as rehearsal prac
tice, will It?" asked Riek. T h a t took forevcrl"
’ Now. Riek," said Mother, “it w asn’t that
long. Just be very patient, and Lhen: will be
cake and punch later. Now don’t drop the
Bible, but carefully' hand it to Bro. Sanders.
I know you will do ju st Arte!"

Janet. Greg had also pray'ed for a pure saved
wife. He was happy his prayers were now
answered.
After what seemed like a long time, Rick
and Lucy heard Bro. Sanders say, "Now 1
would like to present to you, Mr. and Mrs.
Greg Jones." Now' they' knew it w as during
the vows and prayer that Janet became their
Aunt Janet.
Later, when Rick was happily eating a
large piece of wedding cake, someone asked
hint, “W hat did you like best about the
wedding."
“Well," he said thoughtfully, “1 guess I
liked seeing how happy Janet and Greg were.
They looked so happy, that it made me feel so
happy, that I forgot to lx- nervous any’ morel"
Those who heard Rick laughed with him.
Then later when he was alone with his par
ents, Rick said, T in going to pray for a wife
and have a happy wedding like Uncle Greg
did. I le was the happiest person i have ever
scei l."

"Honey, they are ready Ibr Riek," his
father said. Rick hurried with his fa liter to
the main entrance o f the chapel where they
were to meet Lucy'. Lucy whispered lo Rick,
“1 want to see exactly when Janet becomes
Aunt Janet. Will you help watch with me?"

"That's a very gotxl idea," said Riek's
father, ‘and wc will be praying with you."

Itick said he would. Then he asked. "Do
you know’ where the cake and punch arc?"

1. W ho did Abraham send back to his old
home?
2. W hy did he send him?
3. Whore did the servant let Iris camels rest?
4. What did the servant do while he waited?
5. W h o came to draw water?
6. \yhat did Rchekah do when the servant
asked for a drink?
7. W ho went out to the field to think about
God?
8. What did he sec when he looked up?
9. Who loved Rcbekah and thanked God for
her'/

“Sh-.sh, someone scolded, so they stood
quietly until it was their turn lo go down the
aisle. Rick became nervous about halfway to
the altar, lie just knew’ the Bible would slip
out of his wet shaking hands. Lucy was
walking loo slowly, and he had tenvait on her.
Finally they reaehixl the front, where kind
Bro. Sanders, Grvg, and his best men, and
the bridesmaids were waiting.
Everyone in the audience stood, as the
bride and her father entered the door. She
looked like a lovely happy princess in her
while ankle-length gown. Janet lived for
Jesus, and she had prayed for Jesus to give
her a pure saved husband. Now her prayers
were being answered.

— Connie Sorrell

Questions:

As the bride came up the aisle, Rick
looked upat the groom. G reg also looked very
happy. He didn’t seem to see anyone else but
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JACOB AND ESAU
Isaac and Rebekah had been married many years, but still they
had no children. Isaac was like Abraham; he wondered how God could
fulfill His promise to make them a great nation if they had no children.
Rebekah w anted a child so very much that Isaac prayed and asked
God to give them a baby.
God answered Isaac’s prayer by giving them two children instead
of one. Rebekah had twin boys! Usually twins are just alike, but these
were very different. The first baby boy was reddish and covered with
soft hair. He was named Esau which means, "hairy." The second baby
boy was named Jacob.
The tw ins boys didn’t look alike, and they d id n 't like the same
things. Esau loved to hunt and spend his time outdoors. Jacob stayed
near his tent home. Isaac loved Esau because he w ould bring him
meat that he had killed in his hunts. Rebekah loved Jacob.
One day Jacob was cooking when Esau came in from the field.
Esau was so hungry he felt faint. The food Jacob was fixing smelled
delicious! He said to Jacob, “ Feed me some of that red pottage, for
I am weak w ith hunger.”
Jacob answered Esau, “I will give you this food, if you will sell me
your birthrigh t in exchange for it."
“W hat good w ill a b irth rig h t do me if I die of hun g e r? " Esau
answered. So he agreed to give Jacob his birthright in exchange for
the food.
The b irth rig h t usually belonged to the oldest son. ft meant that
when the father died, he would become the head of the family, receive
most of his fa th e r’s wealth and enjoy G od’s special blessings. But
Esau did not value his birthright as he should have; he w illingly gave
it up to satisfy his hunger.
—Sis Nelda Sorrell

"And the boys grew: and Esau was
and Jacob was a plain man, <

V

;

a cunning hunter, a man of the field;
iwelling in tents.” Gen. 25:27

For and Against the Law
In a dark doorway of a street shop in
Brooklyn, New York, stood a tall, middleaged man. B e w as dressed in nice sport
clothes which had the scent o f liquor on
them. In his h<uid w as a eigjirette which he
puffed n erv o u sly . w hile w atch in g the
strangers passing by.
Presently he spied a police officer making
his evening rounds. The mail quickly drew'
back into Uie shadow o f the shop porch and
pulled his hat down over his face a little
more, lie had an appoinUncnl at this par
ticular place with an old friend, or else he
would have left when he saw the policeman.
Only the street lights pierced the foggy
blackness o f night when the officer came lo
the doorway. 1fc cheeked the door lock and
glanced inside the shop. Be then stepped
back lo the sidewalk and spoke to the man.
“St ranger in these parts?" the officer asked
the man.
‘Yes, sir, i am a stranger now. i grew up in
Brooklyn, but I left exactly 20 years ago
tonight.”
"You must be heie lor some spec ial rea
son.” said the officer.
'Yes. Sir, 1 am .” said the man as lnground out his cigarette with his foot “Cm
supposed to meet an old Tncnd of mine right
here tonight."
"O h.” said the officer. "l.ooks like file has
been good to you these 20 years since you
have been gum-."
Tlie man was irritated by the nosy officer
hut he kept polite. ‘ I’ve had some luck in life,”
he said. "I wonder if my old friend has done
half as well in these wretched parts."
"lie probably has," replied the officer,
then stood on the sidewalk lor a moment in
silence.
"i will be moving on in aw h ile ,” said the
man. 'I f my old friend does not come before
too long, 1 will know lie has forgotten all
about Lhfs appointm ent.! will not be back in
these parts, so I doubt 1ever see him again."
At these words, the olli<x-r nodded lo the
man and moved on down the street and was
soon out of sight. The man continued to look
up and down the nearly empty street. Be
pulled from his pocket a gold watch and gave
his friend 10 more minutes lo come before he
would leave.

With a sigh, 10 minutes later, the man
stepped out of the doorway and began h u r
ryingdown the street. J u st as he reached the
street comer, two police officers grabbed him
from behind, while another officer put
handcuffs on him. "You arc under arrest,’
they told him. Though angry, the man said
not a word. Be knew what his charges were.
Be was one of the biggest drug traffickers
wanted on the FBI sen roll list.
Once the man was in a police car headed
for the station, one of the officers handed him
a note. The note read:
Dear Tom.
I kept the appointment. 1 was the
officer who talked with you tonight. I
already knew you were wanted by the
FBI and it was lough to know if I
should turn you in. I decided loyalty to
the law was idso loytdly lo you. You arc
ruiningyour life and the livesofothers
in the destructive game o f drugs.
Perhaps we can visit soon.
Please still count me as your friend,
David Paul
One friend was working for the law and
the other was against the law.
—-Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. Who had been married ninny years?
2. ilow many children did they have?
•3. Who had promised to make Abraham and
Isaac a great nation?
4. What did Rcbckah w;uit very much?
5. 1low did God answer Isaac's prayer?
6. What does 'K sau1mean?
7. What did Ksuu love to do?
8. What was Jacob doing one day when Ksau
came in from the field?
9. What did Ksau give .Jacob in exchange for
the food?
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ISAAC, THE PEACEMAKER
Because there was a famine in the land. Isaac moved his family to
Gerar. Gerar was in the land of the Philistines. There the Lord said to Isaac,
“Don’t go into Egypt; stay in this land. I will make you a great nation and your
family will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth." So Isaac stayed
there.
Soon Isaac was very rich. He had so many animals and servants that
the Philistines were jealous of him. One day their king, Abimelech, com
manded Isaac, "Go from us; because you are much mightier than were are."
Isaac left where he was and moved his company to a valley in Gerar.
Abraham had dug wells here many years before, but the Philistines had filled
the wells with dirt, so Isaac could not get water from them.
Isaac ordered his servants to dig the dirt out of one of the wells. How
hard they worked, digging and digging until finally they came to the clear
bubbling water.
But they did not get to enjoy the cool clear w ater in peace. The
herdsmen of Gerar fought Isaac's herdsmen saying angrily, “The water is
ours!”
Isaac's servants knew very well they had done the hard work to get to
the water. They were ready to fight for it, but Isaac told them to leave it and
dig out another well.
Again his servants worked hard digging deep into the ground, until they
found water. Again the men of Gerar fought for the water and claimed it for
their own. And again Isaac moved his company and dug yet another well.
This time the wicked herdsmen did not make trouble. Isaac said, “Now the
Lord has made room for us.”
God was very pleased that Isaac had been a peacemaker. That very
night He talked with Isaac arid blessed him.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they

shall be called the children of God."
Matt. 5:9

Peace at the Fort
Tom rode his bike inlo Skip and Scooter's
driveway. "Conic on.’ he called to the twins,
’ let's go build a fort down on (he creek bank.
I have two skid Jlats — one lor the roof and
one for the floor. We can dig farther into that
tall creek hank by o ur old tree swing.’
While Torn w as talking, Skip and Scooter
were getting on (heir bikes. "Ixtl’s go get Dave
to help ns," said Skip.
’ [hit we don't want the Wrecker boys to
conic because they would tear it up,’ said
Scooter.
T h ey think they are so much bigger and
tougher," said Skip, "and they aren't the
nicest friends either Mike is so bossy,” he
added.
Soon ihe four Ixiys wi re down at the
creek, busy digging out a hollow in the c reek
wall. Once in a while, one oflhc boys would
go to the nearby vine swing. Tightly holding
on, the hoy would swing back and forth
across Lite creek. It was great fun! Dave w as
swinging across the creek when he saw the
Wrecker boys riding Itikes through the woods
toward them. Dave ran to the fort and in a low
voicx w arned the others.
"Oh, no!" groaned Tom. They may lake
these skids or try to tear them up."
’We won't let them." said Skip.
’ Veh,’ said Seooter, "well light them a way I"
"1 don't want Lo fight,’ said Dave. "My dad
says fighting newer proves a Lhing. because
both sides are losers."
"What do you mean?" asked Skip.
"Well." said Dave, "even if you get your
way, after the light is over, you won't really be
happy. You would led guilty about hurting
someone else. Then there will always be
someone else bigger and me aner than you
who will someday push you around like you
did olliers, so it is best not to pick lights but
lo make peace."
T h e n we will let you talk for us," said
Torn, just as Mike and Don Wrecker pulled
their bikes to a stop right above the fort.
"Hey, what arc you doing here?" Mike
asked ihe boys.
"Well, what are you doing here?" Dave
asked hitn.
I

"We thought we would ride our bikes
around the trails," Mike replied. ‘ But it looks
like yoit guys need help here.*
’ You would probably rather ride your
bike than do this messy work," said Dave.
'Come and ride bikes with us," said Don.
The four boys exchanged looks. They
knew if they went lo ride bikes with the
Wrecker boys, then those boys would expect
to help build the fort.
“We just don't want someone to tear up
our fort," said Dave. "Ifyou can really prom
ise not to mess things up. then we might let
you play with us."
The two Wrecker boys promised not to
tear down any of the fort. Soon six boys were
busy building the fort. Mike began lo boss
the others. This was making the other hoys
wish he wasn't there Dave fell sorry for him
so he said, "Mike, have you ever been to
Sunday school? 1 think tf you would go to
Sunday school, we'd all like you better. Do
you think you could come with me some
time?"
Mike shrugged his shoulders, but the
look in his eyes made Dave ask his parents
ii Mike could go lo Sunday school with them.
They let the two hoys go with Dave, who was
a gixd peacemaker.
- Connie Sorrell

g u e s tio n g :
1. Who told lsaae not lo go inlo Egypt?
2. Why were the Philisi ines jealous of lsaae?
3. Who commanded Isaac, “Go from us.*
4. Who had dug wells at Gcrar many years
before?
5. Who filled the wells with dirt?
6. What did Isaac order his servants lo do?
7. Who said. T h e water is ours!'?
8. What did Isaac do instead of fighting?
9. Why was God pleased with Isaac?
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HERE COMES THE KING!
Jesus and His disciples were going to Jerusalem for the Passover. As they walked towards the city, Jesus said to two of His d is
ciples, “Go to the village nearby. As you enter the village, you will see
a colt (donkey) that has never been ridden. Untie him and bring him
to me. If anyone asks why you are taking the colt, tell them that the
Lord has need of him."
So the two disciples hurried to the village to do as Jesus had told
them. In the village they found the colt, just as Jesus said they would.
As they were untying the colt, some people nearby asked, “Why are
you untying the colt?" When the disciples told them Jesus needed the
colt, they let it go.
When the disciples reached Jesus, they spread their coats on the
colt's back for Jesus to sit on. Jesus mounted the young donkey and
again started towards Jerusalem . As He rode along, many people
spread th e ir clothes along the road for Jesus to ride on. Others cut
branches from palm trees and spread them on the ground. Then they
walked before Him shouting, “ Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord."
There were Pharisees in the crowd who did not like for the people
to honor Jesus. They told Jesus, "Master, rebuke thy d isciples!”
Jesus said to them, “ If the people were to keep quiet, the stones
would im m ediately cry out!"
The people in Jerusalem hurried out into the streets to join the
crowd. They asked, “Who is this?"
Those following Jesus answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee."
— Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Blessed is
the King
of Israel
that cometh
in the
name of
the Lord."
(John 12:13)

Praise Jesus Today!

cornfield, the farmer knelt and prayed to
Jesus. At the end of his prayer, he said,
'Now, Jesus, show me that you heard my

People praise Jesus today just as they did

prayer.'

back in the days when i le walked inLo the city
of Jerusalem . There is such a powerful love

As he was walking back towards his house,
a freshening rain began to fall out of a nearly

in J esu s that it can cause the stony heart to
praise Him.

cloudless sky. The farm er praised and

O ne time a six-year-old boy lay very still
and lifeless in a hospital bed. Because Ins
kidneys were not working any more, the
doctors had told his parents that he would
not live long. They could not heal him. The
father knew about Jesus, but had let his
heart become bitter and cold towards Him.
Now as the father watched his son lie there
dying, the father began to oiy to Jesus for

thanked Jesus for answering prayer! Inter
when he began to harvest the yellow ears o f
corn, he found a very unusual ear. Several
red kernels o f com formed a neat cross
among the yellow' kernels. 'Hie farmer's fam 
ily still has this ear o f corn which wears a red
cross.
We should praise Jesus for His goodness
todayl Praise the l>ord!
— Connie SoiTell

help. I le asked Jesus to forgive him, to help
him be a Christian fattier, and to give him
grace to s e n e the bird. After the father

Questions:

prayed, tl ic wonderful peaec of Jesus blessed

1. Where was Jesus going?

his soul and calmed his nerves. Jesus then

2. Who did Jesus send to a nearby village?

told I he father to lay hands on his son and
pray that his kidneys would work again. God
answered prayer right away! in two days,

3. W hal did Jesus say Ihey would find just as
they entered the village?

this little boy was doing so much better that
the doctors could only say that a miracle had
happened. Jesus h;id healed the lx>y! The
father and his son praised Jesus over and
over again lor His blessed healing touch.
An elderly woman fell one time and hurt
herself quite badly. After that she had to use
a walker so she wouldn't fall when she walked.
One Friday she was busy in her garden
planting seeds. As she crawled on her hands
and knees, she thought about Jesus and
how He sank beneath the cross when lie
carried it to Calvary. She prayed to Jesus
thn! 1le would help her bear her cross, which

4. What did Jesus tell thorn to do with the
donkey?
5. What did some people ask as the disciples
untied the coll?
6. What did the people do as Jesus rode on
the young donkey?
7. What did the people shout j l s they walked
before Jesus?
8. Who wanted the people to he quiet?
9. W hal would have happened if the peoplehad kept quiet?

was h er walker. After tire last seed was
planted, she stood up, stretched, arid walked
to her house. As she starlet! into the house,
she realized she was walking without the
walker. Praising Jesus for His healing, she
put the walker away and did not use it again.
Back in 1964, a fierce drought (lack of
rain) killed a poor Dinner's hay, barley, anti
wheat crops. All the farmer had left was a
field of corn, and he needed it .so badly to feed
his txnvs. Right in the middle o f that dry

Ix-sson texts: Matt. 21:1-1 1; Mark 1 H i 
l l : Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19.
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AN EMPTY TOMB
The wicked Jews wanted to kill Jesus. It seemed that all the people
were following Him to hear His words and see the wonderful things He did.
They knew they could never find Jesus doing wrong, so they were glad when
Judas, Jesus’ own disciple, agreed to betray Jesus to them.
Jesus was betrayed by Judas and captured. After condemning Jesus
to death, they crucified Him. Jesus' disciples and followers sadly watched
as His body was laid in a tomb.
Mary Magdalene and other women who followed Jesus, anxiously
waited for the Sabbath to pass. At the very first ray of light on the first day
of the week, they hurried to Jesus' tomb. As they went, they wondered who
would roll the heavy stone away from the door of the tomb.
But when they came within sight of the tomb, they saw that the tomb
was open. God had already sent an angel who had rolled away the stone.
Entering the tomb, the women saw an angel in shining white clothes.
“Don’t be afraid," he said. “You are looking for Jesus. He is risen; He is not
here. Go and tell His disciples and Peter that Jesus has gone to Galilee. You
will see Him there, just as He told you."
When the women told the disciples, they could not believe the good
news. Peter and John ran to the tomb. It was just as the women had said!
Later Mary Magdalene returned to the garden alone. As she stood by
the empty tomb and wept, Jesus appeared to her. Blinded by her tears, she
did not recognize Him at first. Jesus called her by name. She then knew it
was Jesus. Gladly she hurried to tell the others that she had seen Jesus
The tomb was empty because Jesus was alive! —Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"He is risen; He is not here:
behold the place where they
laid Him." (Mark 16:6)

-IT

Witness of an Empty Tomb
One peaceful Sunday afternoon, Mike was
sitting on the front porch with his grandfa
ther. Mike loved to visit his grandfather who
told so many interesting slorics. This mo
ment seemed like a good time fo ra story', so
Mike asked, “Grandfather, you have been
m any places, where were you the happiest?"
“Well, son, what do you mean? I’ve lived in
eight suites in this country, and when 1was
in the service overseas, 1 stayed in three
different countries. 'Hie happiest place is
right at home where vour grandmother is."
“I mean did you ever have a special kind
o f happiness when you were sight-seeing,
like when you were flying in an airplane, or
sailing in a ship, or going underground
through tunnels? What sort o f excitement
m ade you the happiest?"
“N ow come to think of it." said G randfa
ther, "l have never told you much about rny
visit lo the land where Jesus once walked
and taught while He was on earth. 1 guess
the most outstanding place I have been is in
the Garden Tomb north of the Damascus
Gate in Jerusalem. Ewery time 1think of that
place, 1 feel a quiet excitem ent in my heart. "
Grandfather fell silent for a few moments
as he recant'd his visit. Then with a faraway
look in his eyes, he continued. "I wont to visit
Jerusalem with some other servicemen who
were on leave also. Some of the men were
Lalkingand jokingwhen wc toured this area,
buL when we entered the Garden Tomb
where Jesus tomb was. everyone quit talk
ing, and a quiet stillness came over us. U
scorned Liral we were in the .actual place
where Jesus had victory over death. Some
one began to sing:
'Oceans c* lie lives, I can J u re tomorrow:
B eca u se li e lives, a llJca r is gone,
“And Mike, that is just how it is. rfhe tomb
is empty; no one has ever found Jesus' body,
because: I Ie is in heaven sitting at 11is Father's
right hand receiving mercy and grace from
His Father to give lo us."
“W hat did the tomb look like, Grandfa
ther?"
"It is hand-cut out of stone like the wealthy
Jews had their tombs made in the days of
Christ. Matthew tells us that the tomb was

'hewn' in a rock. John tells us that the tomb
was near the Hill of Golgotha, and wc found
that to be true. 1 could sec where a great
stone had been there like Matthew said. I had
to stoop low when I entered the tomb. Inside
the tomb’s weeping chamber there w as a
room large enough for four or five peoplejusl
like Luke said there was. To my right w as the
lower opening leading to the grave. 1saw the
burial ledge with a pillow cuL in Lire rock. It
was such a blessed place to be that I began
lo weep. It w as there that God touched my
stony heart and 1 realized I needed a living
Saviour in my heart. Inter, 1 was saved and
have lived saved ever since."
Grandfat her sat silent again as if thinking
about the faraway past.
“1 would like to visit the Garden Tomb,
some day," said Mike.
Then Grandfather looked down at Mike
mid smiled. “It is one way lo witness that
Jesus arose again, but the greatest witness
Lhat Jesus arose from the tomb is that t ie
now lives in the hearts o f men, women, boys,
and girls, who believe mid are saved by His
grace. 1Ie arose from the tomb, and some day
we who are faithful will arise to meet Him in
the clouds. Iwt's be ready, Mike."
— Connie. Sorrell

Questions:
1. Who wanted to kill Jesus?
2. Who agreed to betray Jesus?
3. What did they do with Jesus after they
condemned Him?
4. Who hurried to the tomb first?
5. Who had rolled the stone away?
6. What did they sec when they entered the
tomb?
7. Where would the disciples see Jesus?
8. Who ran to the tomb?
9. Who did Mary Magdalene sex- when she
went to the garden alone?

l>esson texts: Mall. 28:1-15; Mark 16:1 1 1; l.ukc 24; 1-12; John 20:1-18.
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JACOB GETS ESAU’S BLESSING
Isaac was now very old. His eyes were so dim that he could barely
see. Before he died he wanted to bless his oldest son, Esau, so he called
Esau. Isaac said, “My son, I am very old. Before I die, I want to bless you.
Take your bow and arrows and go to the field and kill a deer. Make me
some delicious venison. Bring it to me and when I have eaten, I will bless
you." So Esau went to the field to hunt for venison as his father had
asked.
Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to Esau. Quickly she
called Jacob and told him what had been said. She had a plan for tricking
blind Isaac into giving the blessing to Jacob instead of Esau. Jacob was
not sure that Isaac could be fooled. He answered his mother, “ Esau my
brother is a hairy man, but my skin is smooth. If my father feels me, he
will know I am not Esau. He might give me a curse instead of a blessing!"
But Rebekah urged Jacob to do as she said. So Jacob killed two
young kids and brought them to his mother. She cooked the meat just like
the venison that Isaac loved. Next Rebekah put one of Esau's robes on
Jacob and covered his hands and neck with the hairy skin of the goats.
Giving Jacob the meat she had fixed, she sent him in to Isaac.
Isaac was surprised when Jacob brought the meat to him. He
wondered how Esau had found a deer so quickly. Jacob told him the Lord
had helped him. Isaac still was not sure so he felt Jacob’s hands Finally
Isaac ate the meat and gave Jacob the blessing.
Jacob had barely left when Esau came to Isaac with the meat he had
fixed. Now Isaac knew he had been tricked. He had given the blessing to
Jacob instead to Esau!
— Sis. Nelda Sorrell

■>/

4

"Thy brother came and hath
taken away thy blessing."
(Gen. 27:35)

Welcome Home
Randoph loved caring for his father's
sheep out on the plains of New Mexico. The
land w as mostly desert, and grassland w as
hard to find. Randoph would lead the sheep
ten to 15 miles away from home so they
would have good grass to eat on the cooler
side o f the mountain. I le would stay with the
sheep for several days before leading them
on the long journey back home.
Each sheep in the flock became special to
Randoph. Though the animals kept Randoph
company, he yearned for a closer friend.
One day Randoph took a different way to
the mountain grassland. After walking Jill
morning in the heat, Rm doph felt thirsty
and so did the sheep. lie began to look for
water and soon found a shack by an oldfashioned well. The old man who lived in the
shack w as a hermit. All he had for company
was a big black dog— and he read the Bible.
As R m d o ph drew water from the well so
tire sheep could gel a drink in the troughs,
this old man asked Rm doph if he was a
Christian. Randoph said he was not. “That's
too bad." said the old man. “You probably get
lonely at times, but if you knew God and
Jesus and had a Bible to read, you wouldn't
feel so lonely. 1lere, I will give you a Bible mid
let you see for yourself."
Randoph took the Bible with a hurried
thankyou, but he did nol plan to read it, well,
maybe ju s t a verse or two now and then.
However, the more Randoph read his Bible,
the more he wanted to read, ll seemed like
the words in the Bible filled a hunger within
him, like the smoked meat and com bread
filled his stomach.
During the next year Randoph stopped
by to see the old man often. He became
friends with him, his black dog, and most
importantly, with Jesus. “When I go home to
be with Jesus," thcold man told Ruidoph, “I
want you to have Pal, my dog."
It w asn't long until Jesus did take the old
man home, and Rm doph took Pal with him.
R m doph and l*al became very' close friends
while caring for the sheep. Randoph would
often read the Bible aloud so Pal could be
friends with Jesus also.
Then one day Rm doph was called away
from the sheep because the United Stales
government wanted him to serve them.
R m doph had to tell Pal good-bye. I le prayed

that Jesus would protect them both until
they were together again. While Randoph
was gone, he wrote letters to his family, but
he wondered If Pal understood why he had to
leave and if Pal would care about him when
he returned home.
When the United Slates government fi
nally released Randoph to go home, he
climbed off the train, gathered his bags, and
began the three-mile walk home, lie was
anxious to see his family and to find out if Pal
would still care for him.
It was dark w'hcn R m doph neared tiie
home place and trudged down the rutted
drive, he heard the deep, rumbling growi of
Pal alerting the family of an intruder. Randoph
stopped and gave the bird call w'histlc he
used to call Pal with.
There was complete silence, then in the
darkness Randoph saw the black dog leap at
him. He dropped his bttgs and tried to hug
the happy dog who insisted on licking his
face. Had Pal forgotten Rmdoph? No. Nei
ther does Jesus forget 1Ms own. As Pal was
overjoyed to welcome Randoph home, so
Jesus is overjoyed to welcome home His
friends.
— Adapted by Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Who was very old and unable to see?
What did he want to do before he died?
What did Isaac ask Esau to do?
Who was listening to what Isaac told
Esau?
Who did Rebekah want lo have the bless
ing?
Whal did Rebekah do to make Isaac think
Jacob was Esau?
Why was Isaac surprised when Jacob
brought the meat to him?
Who came to Isaac right after Jacob had
left?
Who got the blessing instead of Esau?
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JACOB’S DREAM
Esau was very angry when he found that their father had been tricked
into giving his blessing to Jacob. He hated Jacob and planned to kill him
after their father, Isaac, died. Their mother, Rebekah, heard of Esau’s plan.
She called Jacob and said, "Your brother, Esau, plans to kill you. You must
leave at once. Go to your Uncle Laban, who lives at Haran. Stay with him
until Esau forgets what you did to him. When he is no longer angry, I will
send for you."
Rebekah did not tell Isaac about Esau’s plan to kill Jacob. She told him
that the ways of Esau’s heathen wives troubled her, and that Jacob must
not marry one of these heathen women who lived nearby.
So Isaac called Jacob to him. After blessing him again, he commanded
Jacob, “You must not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. Go to Laban,
your mother’s brother, and take one of his daughters to be your wife."
Immediately Jacob obeyed and left on his trip to Laban’s house.
Jacob traveled alone. When the sun set, he fixed a place to spend the
night. Finding a smooth stone to use as a pillow, he lay down to sleep. As
he slept, God sent him a wonderful dream. He saw a ladder that reached
all the way from earth to heaven. On the ladder were beautiful angels,
climbing up and down from heaven, to earth, and back to their heavenly
home. Jacob dreamed that God spoke to him and said, "I am the God of
your grandfather Abraham, and the God of your father Isaac. The land on
which you are lying I will give to you and to your family. Through your family
I will bless all people. I will be with you and protect you wherever you go.
I will bring you back to this land. I will never leave you until I have fulfilled
this promise.
—Nelda Sorrell

"He dreamed,
and behold a
ladder set up
on the earth;
and the top of
it reached to
heaven: and
behold the
angels of God
ascending
and decending
on it.
(Gen. 28:12)

While Big Brother
is Gone
Bill and Mike were brothers who shared
the same bedroom. W henever Bill was gone

controls far behind several ja rs o f canned
tomatoes on a cellar shelf.
Then Mike climbed the stairs, fastened the
gate, and skipped outside to find his mother.
She smiled at Mike and he tried to smile
back. All morning Mike could not get his
mind off o f the car.

to school, Mike liked to get Bill's toys and
play with them. Bill did not like for Mike to do

At first Bill did not notice the car was
missing. W hen he did miss it, he began to

this, so when he caught Mike with his things
he became rather upset.

sand box. lie did not want Bill to ask him

During the day Mother would tell Mike to
put Bill’s things back, which he would do
while complaining that Bill had so many
more toys th.in he had. He did not stop to
think that Bill was two years older than he
was. lie just wanted to play with all of the
toys any time he pleased.
One day while Bill w as at school and
Mother was in the garden hoeing, Mike slipped
into the boys’ bedroom. I le took Bill’s favorite
radio-controlled car down from Ihe shell that
was supposed to be too high for him to roach.

look for it. Mike went outside to play in the
where it was.
At the supper table Bill w as worried be
cause he could not find his car. This is when
their father learned about the missing car.
W hen Mike became afraid to hide the car any
longer, he went and brought it back from the
cellar.
W hen Bill saw his car he began to cry.
Their father look the car in his hands. "I
think I can fix the car all except for taking o(T
these scratches,” he said. “Mike, I believe you
should be punished for playing with your

Bill had let Mike work the controls a time or
two, so Mike thought he knew just how' to
operate the car. lie backed the car up on the
bedroom floor, then he turned the wheels

brother’s car. I hope this will teach you to
never again just take something o f your
brother’s without first asking.

and circled the car around like a doughnut.

reach his brother’s shelf that was supposed

Boyi W as this fun I
Mike drove the car into the hall and raced
it into the dining room. 1low'exciting it was to

to be too high for him to roach.
— Connie Sorrell

be in full control of such a fast earl Mike was
pleased with his driving. 1le decided to drive
Bill’s radio-controlled car through another
doorway and into the kitchen. As he pushed

Questions:

the control trigger and turned the steering
dull, the car sped out of sight, and he had to
run after it. But the car had not zipped into
the kitchen. Instead, it turned too shiirply,
slipped under the gate across the cellar
doorway, and fell down to the hard cement
floorbelow. Crash! Mike's excitement crashed

From then on Mike did not even try' to

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

W ho was very angry?
Why was he so angry?
W hat did he plan to do?
W hat did Rcbckah tell Jacob he must do?
Where did she tell him to go?
W hat did Jacob use for a pillow?
W ho sent him a wonderful dream?
W hat did Jacob see in his dream?
Who spoke to Jacob in his dream?

when he hc.ired the car crash. Really scared
now, Mike hurried down the steep stairway
to check the car. One wheel was broken off
and the back bum per w as cracked. The top
o f the car was scratched, also.
W hat should Mike do now? 1ic thought he
would hide the car so Bill would never see
what had happened, lie put the car and its
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JACOB AND LABAN
Jacob awoke from the wonderful dream God had given him. Now he
knew that God was with him as he traveled to the strange land where his
Uncle Laban lived.
It was a long trip to Haran, where Laban lived. Finally one evening Jacob
saw some shepherds near a well. When Jacob was close enough, he asked
the men, “Where are you from?"
When they told him they were from Haran, Jacob knew he had finally
reached the end of his long trip. “Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor?”
Jacob asked the men.
“We know him,” they answered. “His daughter, Rachel is coming now.”
Jacob hurried to meet Rachel. He told her, “I am your relative, the son
of your father’s sister, Rebekah.” Rachel ran to tell Laban that Jacob had
come. Laban hurried to meet him and welcome Jacob to his home.
At first Laban was very kind to Jacob. After he had worked a month,
Laban asked him what he wanted for pay. Jacob told Laban he would work
for him seven years if he would give him Rachel to be his wife. Laban agreed.
When seven years had passed, Laban arranged for a great wedding
feast. But instead of giving Jacob, Rachel, to be his wife, Laban gave him
Leah, his older daughter. When Jacob saw that he had married Leah instead
of Rachel, he demanded, “What have you done? I served you for Rachel. Why
have you cheated me?”
Laban told Jacob that he could have Rachel also if he would work for him
another seven years. Jacob had tricked his blind father, now Laban had
tricked him. He had to work 14 years for Rachel.
— Nelda Sorrell

"Rachel was beautiful
and well favoured."
(Gen. 29:17)

Missionary Vision
At the young age of 1 1, Twyla Ludwig was
deeply touched by the stories of the starving
people in the poor countries of Africa. W hen
she grew up and married, she explained her
concern and burden to be a missionary to
her husband. I le did not fed any call to be a
missionary— he w asn’t even saved. ButTwyla
Ludwig had a vision and she began to pray.
Every day she would go to the woods and
pray for her husband's salvation. One day he
found her there which touched his heart so
much that he soon became a Christian.
Shortly after his salvation, his wife became
deathly ill. The doctors had given up on her
chance of living. Now her husband began to
pray. He promised the Lord he would do
anything if only his wife would be healed.
Since the doctors had given up on her, Twyla
Ludwig began io search the Bible for verses
about G od’s healing power. With a red marker
she underlined the verses and memorized
them for her daily meditation. When her faith
reached out and made contact with God's
sceptre o f mercy, she became completely
well!
Now* the Lord had healed Twyla, so her
husband wras called upon to keep his pari of
the agreement. 1le was soon preaching. The
family moved from their large, successful
farm to a small town where Bro. Ludwig
became the pastor.
Twyla Ludwig still had a burden to work
in Africa. She* look training classes at a
school to prepare for missionary work and
she wn>te constantly asking for a mission
board to sponsor them. No one would give
them any money so they could travel oversetts to the faraway land where so many poor
people desperately needed help. Kindly one
church board told them that if they would
raise the money to get over to Africa, then
they would pay them a monthly salary.
Twyla Ludwig began to speak tit various
churches concerning their missionary b u r 
den for Africa. Within a few months they had
enough money to travel by ship and railroad
to the Kenya province of southeast Africa,
close to the equator.
On October 31,1927, their ship steamed
into the* harbor of Mombasa, and 1he Ludwigs
stepped on to the land that Twyla had
dreamed about for so many ye*ars. She was

happy to at last be in the land of Africa, but
oh, her heart wras already aching for the
many needs of the people.
Many were sick simply because they did
not know how to be clean with their food and
personal habits. Soon she w as teaching them
to wash undertheir fingernails, to clean their
sores and bandage them, and to cook with
clean water. She helped mothers with their
new babies and she prayed for the wives
when they came to her bruised and bleeding
after their husband had beaten them.
Every morning arid nighl Bro. Ludwig
had worship services at the mission. Though
witch doctors threatened and cursed any
who would accept "Jcsu Christo," still many
of the people became Christians. They lived
happily and peacefully before other native
heathens who recognized Lhe change for
good in them.
Because Twyla Ludwig had a vision to be
a missionary* in Africa, thousands of suffer
ing people learned about Jesus, healer of
both soul and body.
May the Lord give us each one a vision to
reach out to others with this good news of
"Jcsu Christo" who lakes meaness out of the
heart and puts peace and happiness there
instead.
— Adapted by Connie Sorrell
(To be continued)

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ □ ■ ■ ■ I
Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Who was with Jacob as he traveled?
Who was l^iban?
Where did U iban live?
Who told Jacob that Rachel was Laban's
daughter?
How did Urban treat Jacob at first?
I low' long did J a m b agree to w*ork for
Riche 1?
At the wedding feast, who did l^aban give
lo Jam b ?
Who had Jacob tricked?
How' long did Jacob have to work for
Rachel?
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JACOB STARTS FOR HOME
Jacob had been in Haran for 14 years. He wanted to return to his home
in Canaan but Laban did not want him to leave. Laban told him, “ I have
learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake. Tell me
what pay you want and I will give it to you."
Jacob answered, “I will take care of your flocks again if you will give me
all the cattle and goats that are speckled and spotted and all the sheep that
are brown." Laban agreed, so Jacob separated these from Laban’s flocks and
had his sons take care of them while he continued to work for Laban.
Whenever an animal was born that was speckled and spotted or brown, it was
added to Jacob’s flock.
Soon Jacob was very rich. Besides all his great possessions, Jacob also
had 11 sons and a daughter. Laban’s sons became jealous and accused
Jacob of taking their father’s wealth. Laban was jealous, too.
The Lord appeared to Jacob and said, “Return to Canaan, the land of
your father, and I will be with you.” So Jacob prepared to leave at once while
Laban was away shearing his sheep. When Laban came home and found
Jacob had left and taken everything he owned, Laban was angry. Jacob had
been gone three days. Laban decided to overtake him.
Laban may have planned to make Jacob return to Haran. He took
several men and hurried after Jacob. Seven days later they came in sight of
Jacob's company near Mount Gilead.
However, God was watching over Jacob, as He had promised. God
warned Laban in a dream that he must not harm Jacob. After promising never
to harm each other, Jacob and Laban separated. Jacob continued on his way
toward Canaan and Laban returned to Haran.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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"The Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the
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land of thy fathers, and I will be with thee."
(Gen. 31:3)

Let Your Yea be Yea
As missionaries living among the Kenya
African tribe. Dad and M am a Ludwig, as they
were called, had a big jo b teaching these
heathen people about God, Jesus, and the
Bible way to live. They were pleased that
many of them accepted ‘Jesu Christo' as
iheir personal Saviour, but even these new
Christians had so much to learn.
One day Dad Ludwig could not find his
shaver. 1Ic looked in every pocket and corner
o f his toiletry case but could not find his
shaver. 1le looked under his bed, around his
shoes, and among his clothing but still could
not find his shaver. Finally he spoke to the
two young men who were hired to cook for
the family.
‘ Have you seen my shaver lately?' Dad
asked in the native language, moving his
hand up and down his face in the shaving
motion.
“No, we do not have your shaver,’ both
men declared, wagging their heads back and
forth.
“Ifyou see my shaver,' said Dad Ludwig,
nabbing his stubby chin, “then 1want you to
bring it to me.*
*1 low much money will you give us if we
find your shaver?" asked one of the men.
Dad thought for a moment before he
answered. He decided they knew where the
shaver was mid had hidden it in order to
receive money for its return. If he paid lhem
to return the shaver this lime, they would
hide something else for more money.
“I won’tgive you any money forils return,’
Dad told the two cooks, “but if my shaver
isn’t found before too long, 1 may be- finding
two new cooks. “With this, Dad Ludwigwalked
out of the kitchen to let the men think the
situation over.
It wasn't long until one of the cooks
brought his shaver to him and declared that
a rat must have carried it to Lhe kitchen
broom closet. Dad Ludwig thanked him for
the shaver, but that day he preached on the
subject, “tel your communication be Yen,
yea; Nay nay; for whatsoever is more th;m
ihcsccom clhofcvil.* (Matt. 5:37), God is not
pleased with those who use trickery for profit.
Later that spring Dad Ludwig came upon
an old man who was digging up sweet potatoes
from the mission’s garden.

“W hy are you stealing our sweet pota
toes?” he asked the man.
“Oh, Dad, 1 am not stealing," he replied.
“It is day time and thieves only steal at night.
I uras ju s t borrowing some of y o ur sweet
potatoes."
Dad Ludwig did not say much more but
walked the narrow path after the old man
who went to his mud-thatched hut. Then
Dad Ludwig picked up the old m ail’s red
rooster, tucked it under his arm, and turned
to leave
“W hy are you taking my rooster?" asked
the astonished old man.
“I am taking it to my place," replied Dad
Ludwig.
“But you can’t steal my rooster!" cried the
man, following after Dad.
“I am not stealing it," said Dad. “Thieves
steal at night and this is daylight. I’m just
borrowing your rooster.’
The old man turned back around and
picked up the sweet potatoes he had stolen.
“I’m sorry! I am sorry I' he called after Dad
Ludwig. “Here art-your.sweet potatoes. Please
give me buck my rooster!"
Dad Ludwig gladly handed back the
rooster. He wanted to teach this man an
important lesson: Sin is sin whether it is
done in broad daylight or slyly done in the
night.
— Adapted by Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

IIow long had Jacob been in Haran?
What did Jacob wanL to do?
Who didn’t want Jacob to leave?
Which o f the cattle and goats did Jacob
want for his hire?
How many sons did Jacob have?
Who told Jacob to return to the land of his
father?
W here was Lilian when Jacob left I laran?
I low' long had Jacob Ix-en gone when
L ib a n came home?
Who warned Liban in a dream that he
must not harm Jacob?
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JACOB WRESTLES WITH AN ANGEL
Jacob knew that he was obeying God by returning to Canaan. God had
promised to protect him, but still Jacob was fearful of meeting his brother,
Esau. It had been many years since he had seen Esau. He hoped that Esau
had forgotten his anger towards him, but what if Esau still wanted to kill him?
God knew Jacob was afraid, so He sent angels to encourage him.
Jacob decided to send messengers to let Esau know that he was
coming. When the messengers returned to Jacob, they told him that Esau was
coming to meet him. He was bringing 400 men with him!
Now Jacob was terribly afraid. He thought Esau planned to kill him.
Jacob decided to divide his company into two groups. If Esau attacked one
group, the other group could escape. Jacob begged God to protect him and
his family. The next morning Jacob took hundreds of animals from his flocks
and sent his servants to meet Esau. The animals were to be a gift to Esau.
Jacob hoped Esau would be pleased and do him and his family no harm.
That night Jacob moved his family across a brook, but he stayed on the
other side to pray. As he prayed, a stranger came and wrestled with Jacob.
At daybreak Jacob realized he was wrestling with an angel. The angel said,
"Let me go, for the day is breaking.”
Jacob answered, "I will not let you go until you bless me."
The angel asked, "What is your name?"
“My name is Jacob," he answered.
“The angel told Jacob, "Your name is no more Jacob, but Israel because
you are as a prince, having power with God and men.” Israel means "a prince
of God." Now Jacob was sure God would protect him and his family.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Jacob was left alone; and there
wrestled a man with him until the
breaking of the day." (Gen. 32:24)

^7
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Growth in Understanding
“Mother, you love Sarah more than me
because you always let her go places and do
things, but I don’t get tol It's just not fair!’
Nancy said these awful words as she pouted
over her mother’s decision to let Sarah go to
Rhonda's house to play. “I’m nearly as big as
Sarah and I have to do housework also. 1
think 1 should be able to go over and play
with Debbie since Sarah can play with her
friend today."
“No,’ said Mother quietly. “You shall stay
with me. Your words just now prove to me
that you sometimes act too young to go
visiting alone with a friend."
“1 am not too young!" declared Nancy.
“Yes, but you are. I would be very em bar
rassed ifyou pouted like this over at Debbie's
house. You m ust stay with me until you are
able to control your temper."
“Sarah has a temper too and you don’t
keep her home. You just don’t like me,"
pouted naughty Nancy.
“Yes, I love you so much that I will stop
you from acting like this. In the Bible in
Hebrews 12:6, it tells us that the Lord chas
tens or punishes every child that 1It* loves.
Parents do the same to their children when
they are naughty. I have heard too much
sassiness from you and will not hear one
word more. Now I need your help in the
kitchen. You can make the blueberry m uf
fins this time."
Nancy washed her hands, got out the
mixing bowl, and muffin mix. She w as still
trying to pout, though she liked making the
muffins. Nancy w as quiet for some time while
she stirred eggs and milk into her muffins.
Then as she put tablespoons ofniuffin batter
into the muffin pans, she said, “But it is
true— you do love Sarah more than me."
“Now Nancy," said Mother, grieved over
her attitude, “you know better than that.
Here, look at my two hands. Which hand do
you think I ought to cuL off? Is one of my
hands more valuable than the other?"
“I suppose your right hand would be
more valuable," said Nancy, "because you
write with it and cat with it too."
“No, my left hand often helps my right
hand, so it is used at the same time. W hen I
write, 1 often hold the paper with my left
hand. When I type, I must have both hands.

Also, to play the piano 1 need both hands
together. Both of my hands work together to
help me, and I need both of them very much.
I need both of my daughters also. The sooner
a child learns that she or he cannot do
everything a sister or brother docs, the hap
pier that child will be. Learn to fill your own
important place and let the other children fill
theirs, without having any Jealousy in your
heart toward them. Each child has a special,
unique place of their own. You are loved
because you are you."
Nancy was silent while she finished filling
the muffin pans. When they were in the oven,
she began to set the table without Mother
asking her to do so. She stirred the gravy and
helped put potholders and dishes on the
table.
Daddy and the boys thought the muffins
were very good. They were just eating the last
crumbs when Sarah came home. Nancy ran
to meet her. “Oh, Surah," she said, “I made
the blueberry muffins this time, and the boys
thought they were good. Did you have a nice
time at Rhonda's house? Come and tell me
all about it!"
Mother could see that in one evening
Nancy had grown a foot taller in her under
standing of others.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. Who was Jacob obeying by returning to
Canaan?
2. What had God promised to do?
3. Who was Jacob afniid to meet?
4. Who did God send to encourage him?
5. What did the messengers tell Jacob when
they returned?
6. What happened as Jacob prayed?
7. Who was wrestling with Jacob?
8. What did Jacob tell the angel he must do
before he would let him go?
9. What docs “Israel’ mean?
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JACOB MEETS ESAU AGAIN
Jacob had wrestled with the angel all night. When morning came, the
angel blessed him and left. Jacob joined his family who had camped on the
other side of the brook. As they prepared to start on their journey again, Jacob
looked up and saw Esau coming towards him with a whole army of men—400
in all!
Quickly Jacob divided the children among his wives and servants for
their protection. Going ahead of them, he went to meet Esau. As he walked
he bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he was near his brother.
Esau ran to Jacob and threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.
Both brothers were so happy they cried for joy. God had changed Esau’s
heart.
Afterwards Esau asked “Who are all these beautiful women and won
derful children?” Jacob told him of how God had blessed him greatly while he
was in Haran. He had given him a fine family.
When Esau asked about all the animals that he had sent, Jacob told him
they were gifts for him. At first Esau refused to take them because he had
great herds himself. After Jacob kept insisting, He finally accepted the animals
as a gift.
Esau begged Jacob to return home with him, but Jacob explained, “I will
need to travel much slower than you because my children are tender, and my
flocks are young.” Next Esau offered to leave some of his men with Jacob to
help him. Again Jacob refused, saying that he would not need them.
So Esau returned to his home and Jacob traveled on toward Canaan,
the land of his father. At Shechem Jacob bought a field, built an altar, and
worshiped God. He thanked God for His protection. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Esau ran
to meet him,
and embraced
him."

(Gen. 37:5)

God, the Giver
of All Good Gifts
Mike was hungry. He had been play
ing willi his truck. Mother was busy in
the kitchen with her baking. Mike ran
into the kitchen, “Mommy, I’m hungry,"
he said. Mother took the apple pie from
the oven. Then she said, “How would my
big boy like jelly and bread?"
"Yum. yum," said Mike.
Mother took two slices o f bread from
the package. She spread one slice with
butter, and the other slice with grape
jelly. Then pressing the two slices to
gether, she cut it crosswise and handed
both pieces to Mike.
Mike took a bite. “Oh, thank you.
Mommy," he said, “It surely is good."
I thought you would like it," said
Mother. “Aunt Kay sent us the grape
jelly. She made it."
“Where did she get the grapes?” asked
Mike.
“Uncle Jack planted the grapevines
for her," said Mother.
“What made the grapes on the vine?"
asked Mike.
“God sent the sunshine and the rain."
said Mother, “and the grapes grew on
the vines. They grew and grew in the
bright sunshine. Then Uncle Jack gath
ered them, and Aunt Kay made the good
jelly. She shared it with us. Aren’t you
glad?"
“Oh yes, Ma’am," said Mike, taking
another big bile o f his bread. “But if God
hadn’t sent the sunshine and the rain
we wouldn’t have this good jelly, would
we. Mommy?"
“No, Mike," said Mother. “God is the
great Giver o f all the good things in life.
It is God who gives us the good earth to
grow foods in. It is God who gives us
everything in life. Without Him, we would
have nothing."

Mike had eaten every bite o f his
bread. He looked up into Mother’s face
and said, “Mommy, I would like to thank
God for that good bread and jelly."
“We will bow our heads. Mike," said
Mother, “and you can do that right
now." Then Mike and Mother bowed
their heads.
Mike said, “Thank you. God. for the
good grape jelly that you sent the rain
and sunshine to grow grapes for. And
thank you for all the other good things
you give us. Amen."
'Then Mike ran back to play with his
blocks.
— Selected

Qod is good.
Questions:
1. Whom did Jacob see coming towards
him?
2. How many men were with Esau?
3. How many times did Jacob bow be
fore Esau?
4. What did Esau do when he came to
Jacob?
5. Who had changed Esau’s heart?
6. At first, why did Esau refuse the
animals Jacob offered?
7. What did Esau beg Jacob to do?
8. Why did Jacob have to travel slowly?
9. What did Jacob do in Shechem?

Second class postage paid at flu thru*. OK Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub House.
H20 W. Mansur, (iuthrio OK. Charlotte Huskey. Kditor. One subscription. S-I.OH per year (:V2 papcrsi.
Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address.

Vol. 42. No. 2

Primaries

(USPS549-000)

Part 20

May 19. 1991

JOSEPH, THE DREAMER
Jacob had 12 sons, but he loved Joseph more than any of them. Be
cause he was his favorite, Jacob made Joseph a beautiful coat of many
colors. His brothers envied him because Jacob loved him most.
When Joseph was 17 years old he had two strange dreams. In both
dreams he saw his brothers, and even his father and mother bowing to him.
When he told his brothers the dreams, they hated him even more.
One day Jacob sent Joseph to see how his brothers were. They had
taken the flocks to new pastures and had been gone many days. Obediently
Joseph set out on the long trip. He had trouble finding his brothers, but finally
Joseph saw the flocks in the distance.
Joseph's brothers spotted his brightly colored coat far across the field
and knew he was coming. They said, “Look, here comes the dreamer! Let’s
kill him. Then we will see what will become of his dreams.”
Reuben, the oldest, did not want to harm Joseph. He told his brothers,
“Let us not kill him. Throw him into this pit." He planned to come back later
and rescue Joseph and take him to his father.
The others agreed. When Joseph got to them, they grabbed him and
took off his beautiful coat. Then they threw him into the pit and sat down to
eat their lunch. While they were still eating, a company of merchants came
by on camels. They were on their way to Egypt.
Quickly the brothers decided they would sell Joseph to these merchants
for a slave. Then they would be rid of him without killing him.
The merchants paid the brothers 20 pieces of silver. Then taking Joseph,
they started towards Egypt where they would sell him to be a slave.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

Joseph dreamed a dream,
and told his brethren/' ^
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Cut strips of colored paper
and glue them onto Joseph’s coat.

Fifty Cents
“But why can’t you go to the store?"
asked Judy. “My mother lets me go."
“Mother says 1 have to wait until I’m
older before I cross the street by m y
self," said Kara slowly.
“But you won’t be by yourself," in
sisted Judy. “You will be with me."
“I’ll go ask Mother," said Kara.
“And ask her for some money too."
Kara looked and looked for Mother.
Then she remembered. Mother was next
door. Just then Kara saw two quarters
lying on the piano.
She took the quarters and ran out the
door to Judy who was wailing.
Kara did not tell Judy that she had
not asked Mother, nor did she tell Judy
where she got the money.
When they came to the street, Judy
took Kara’s hand carefully and then
they both crossed the street.
In the drugstore were all kinds o f
wonderful tilings to buy. It was hard for
Kara to make up her mind. Then she
decided on bubblegum and hard candy.
But somehow she did not feel veiy happy
on the way home.
“I have to go in now," said Judy, “it is
nearly time for supper.”
Mother had returned and was hurry
ing to get supper. “Please help me set
the table, Kara," she said. Without say
ing a word, Kara helped Mother.
At supper Kara kept thinking about
the wrong she had done. In the middle
o f the meal the doorbell rang. Hie news
boy was collecting money for the
newspaper delivery.
“Where is the rest of the money I put
on the piano?" asked Mother. “Fifty
cents is missing.”
Kara acted as if she were going to cry.
Mother got more money from her purse,
paid the boy, and came back into the
kitchen.

"Mother, I’m sorry," said Kara. “I took
the money to spend at the drugstore.
And I went to the store with Judy with
out telling you."
“That is veiy serious," said Daddy.
“I’m really sorry," said Kara again.
“I’ll never, never do it again. Do you
suppose God will forgive me?"
“Kara, God always forgives us when
we are truly sorry. W e forgive you too,"
said Mother gently. “If you mean never
to do it again, perhaps we can find a way
for you to earn fifty cents to pay back the
money."
“Oh yes, yes!" said Kara, smiling
again. “I want to do th a t" She felt as if
a big load was lifted from her heart. How
unhappy she had been when she was
doing wrong, and how happy she felt to
be forgiven!
— Selected
Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

How many sons did Jacob have?
Which child did Jacob love most?
What did Jacob make Joseph?
How old was Joseph when he had two
strange dreams?
In the dreams, who did Joseph see
bowing to him?
Where did Jacob send Joseph?
Where did Joseph’s brothers throw
him?
To whom did they sell Joseph?
Why did the men take Joseph to
Egypt?
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JOSEPH, A SLAVE AND PRISONER
Joseph was tired from walking. Finally the camel caravan he was with
arrived in the strange land ot Egypt. Here, Joseph saw people who looked
different from his own people, and they spoke a strange language. The
merchants took Joseph to the chief city of Egypt and sold him as a slave.
The man who bought Joseph was a very rich officer in the king’s army.
His name was Potiphar. Potiphar soon learned that Joseph was a good slave
because God was with him. He made Joseph overseer in his house and
trusted him to take care of all his business.
But one day Potiphar’s wife asked Joseph to do something that was very
wicked. Joseph told her he could not do this because he would be sinning
against God. Day after day she tempted him. When Potiphar’s wife saw that
Joseph would not sin, she was very angry. When Potiphar came home, she
told him lies about Joseph. Potiphar believed her and was so angry that he
had Joseph thrown into prison.
Joseph had been wronged again, but God had not forgotten him nor the
wonderful dreams He had given to Joseph. God was preparing Joseph for the
time when those dreams would come true. Joseph did not understand God’s
plan, but he trusted God.
Even as a prisoner, Joseph did not blame God nor feel sorry for himself.
Instead, he was cheerful and tried to be helpful in the prison. The prison
keeper watched Joseph. Finally he decided Joseph was the very person he
needed to help care for the prisoners. He gave Joseph full charge of all the
prisoners. Now Joseph was as busy as he had been at Potiphar’s house. God
was still with him and made everything he did turn out good.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

■The Lord was with Joseph, and
showed him mercy." (G„ , M:2,,

Earning Work
Aaron was wanting to c am some money
o f his very own. He wasn't very old, so there
weren't too many things he could do for pay.
I le already cleaned his bedroom, took out the
trash, vacuumed the carpet, and dried the
dishes when Mother asked him to. Now
Aaron wanted to work for someone besides
his parents. He had been praying to Jesus
about this for several days— and no one but
Jesus knew it.
Aaron was riding his big wheel down the
sidewalk in front o f the neighbor's house
where Mr. Nelson was busy washing his car
in the driveway. Quickly, Aaron jumped off
his big wheel and hurried to Mr. Nelson.
‘Can I helpyou wash your car?" he asked.
Mr. Nelson looked rather surprised at his
offer. Then he smiled at Aaron. “Do you think
a young man like you can handle such a big
job? '
“No. Sir, l can’t do it all by myself, but I
can helpyou,’ answered Aaron.
“All right, then, here is a bucket of soapy
wiiter. 1 want you to make sure the back
bumper, license plate, and tail lights are all
d ean . Think you can do it?’
“Yes, Sir!* replied Aaron. Carefully he
scrubbed die back part of the car with the
sudsy sponge. Then he stood back while Mr.
Nelson sprayed off the soap with clean water.
Tvooks like you did a nice jo b ,” said Mr.
Nelson with admiration in his voice. “Do you
think you ran do the front o f my car just as
well?’
"Yes, Sir," said Aaron with a big smile.
Soon he had the front lights and bumper
looking clean and shiny.
“Very good!" said Mr. Nelson. "Have you
ever vacuumed before?"
“Yes. I have vacuumed for my mother
several times," replied Aaron.
"You must be a very good helper for your
parents,* said Mr. Nelson. "Ifyou can vacuum
my car nicely, then i will give you two quar
ters, which is 50 cents."
Aaron was very happy to vacuum the car
for Mr. Nelson. He took out the floor mats,
gave the big pieces of trash to Mr. Nelson to
throw.’away, and then he carefully vacuumed
under the seats and in every groove of the car

floor. Mr. Nelson was very pleased with
Aaron's work.
‘ For such a young boy, you are quite a
worker," he told Aaron. "Here are y o ur two
quarters, and I may have you help me again
in two weeks or so, because a car is Just like
a house— it needs cleaning very often."
Happily, Aaron rode his big wheel home
to show his parents the fifty cents he had
earned. Ills parents were very pleased with
him.
Later, Mr. Nelson talked to Aaron’s father
about Aaron’s ability to work. “You are doing
a good job in teaching Aaron to work while he
Is young," said Mr. Nelson. "He w as so re
spectful and did each task so faithfully that
I would like for him to help me whenever
possible. I will give him fifty cents each time
he helps me like this. If he stays faithful to his
work, he will really be successful in life."
That night in family worship, Aaron
thanked the Ixml for answering his prayer
about earning some money. Mother and
Daddy thanked the Lord that Aaron w as
learning to be u good, faithful v/orker.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. W here did the merchants take Joseph?
2. Why did they take him there?
3. W ho bought Joseph?
4. Who asked Joseph to do something wicked?
5. W hy did Ifotiphar have Joseph thrown into
prison?
6. Who had still not forgotten Joseph?
7. What did Joseph try to do in the prison?
8. W ho gave Joseph full charge o f all the
other prisoners?
9. W ho made everything Joseph did turnout
good?
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JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS
Even though Joseph was a prisoner, he was willing to be helpful. Soon
the prison keeper gave Joseph charge over all the other prisoners.
About that time Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, became very displeased
with two of his servants, his chief butler and his chief baker. Pharaoh had both
of them taken to prison. Here Joseph cared for them. One morning Joseph
noticed that both of these prisoners looked very sad. He asked them, “Why
do you look so sad today?”
“We have both dreamed strange dreams and there is no one to tell us
the meaning of our dreams."
Joseph said, “God can reveal the meaning of dreams. Tell me your
dreams.”
The chief butler told Joseph, “In my dream I saw a grapevine with three
branches. While I watched, the vine budded, blossomed, and grapes grew
on it. I had Pharaoh’s cup in my hand, so I took the grapes and squeezed the
juice into his cup. Then I gave the cup to Pharaoh.”
"The interpretation is that in three days, Pharaoh will ask you to again
be his butler," Joseph said. “I beg you to tell Pharaoh that for no fault of mine,
I was put in this prison.”
When the baker saw the butler’s dream had a good meaning, he said,
“I dreamed that I was carrying three white baskets of baked goods for the
king, and birds ate the food out of my three baskets.”
"In three days, Pharaoh will hang you, and the birds will eat your flesh,"
Joseph told the baker.
After three days, the butler was brought out of prison to again serve
Pharaoh and the baker was hanged, just as God had shown Joseph.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

^S e

1

Funny Dreams
It w as in the middle of the night when
Mother heard someone in her bedroom.
Startled, she turned over to see who it was.
There stood Jimmy •with his eyes wide open
and trembling from the coolness o f night.
‘Come and sec what’s on my bedl" he
whispered sleepily to Mother. ‘Come right
now and get it off my bedl’
Mother crawled out of bed and followed
Jimmy to his bedroom. “See right there," he
said, pointing a Anger to the foot of his bed.
T h ere w as a rabbit on my bed, right the re 1"
Let’s And it and put it In a box so it can’t get
on my bed suiy more."
They looked under the covers, under the
bed, and around the bed but could not And
the rabbit any where. ‘ Money, I think you
were only dreaming," Mother told Jimmy.
‘ Let me tuck you back into your nice warm
bed and you go back to sleep. Don’t you
worry a bit about any rabbit coming to your
bed.'
Jimmy did as he was told, but he still
insisted there w as a rabbit on his bed until
his eyes again closed in sleep. The next
morning Jimmy told everyone at the break
fast table that there was a rabbit on his bed
in the night. Everyone laughed at this, and
his big brother laughed loudest of all. Jimmy
was hurt and his big brown eyes Ailed with
tears.
“Now you all slop laughing at Jimmy,*
ordered Daddy. “Jimmy did see a rabbit on
his bed, but it was in a dream. Sometimes
dreams can seem very real, can’t they,
Jimmy?"
Jimmy nodded his head, lie was glad
Daddy w as not laughing at him.
*1 know the difference between what 1
dream and what really happens,* laughed
his brother. “Dream s arc usually stupid and
don’t make much sense.”
“I had a dream that seemed really real,"
said Jimmy's big sister. “I dreamed Lhal
Kiiren and I were skating down the street
when a motorboat started chasing us and we
couldn’t hide from it and . . ."
"Sec w hat I meant* laughed his big brother.
“You should know a boat can’t go on the
street."
"It is Lrue that we should not believe or
worry about all dreams," said Daddy. "U s u 
ally a dream will have several things from

real life jumbled together and you can trace
the thoughts back to what has happened.
Your sleepy mind is ju st working overtime
when you dream. However, sometimes God
has given dreams for a message. You will
know when you have a special dream from
God. It will stand out very clearly in your
mind. Otherwise, wc should not worry about
what we dream, nor should we have faith in
just any dream."
The family soon forgot all about the rabbit
dream until two nights later Mother was
checking each child before she went to bed
when she found big brother awake.
“I just had the craziest dream," he told
Mother. "1 dreamed that I w as riding my bike
down the street when a lake and motorboat
suddenly got right in my way. I swerved to
miss the boat and 1hit a big clump of bushes.
Rabbits started hopping out of the bushes in
all directions. When 1got off my bike to catch
some of them, they started chasing me. Then
I told’myself,’Oh, this is a dream,’and I woke
up."
Mother chuckled. "I think we can trace
this dream back to some things said at the
breakfast table the other day. Nowyou go on
back to sleep and rest y our weary mind."
In a short Lime, everyone in the family
was sound asleep.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. Who became displeased with the butler
and baker?
2. Where did he have them taken?
3. Who took care of them?
4. Why did Urey look sad?
5. Who can reveal the meaning of dreams?
6. After three days what happened to the
bu tier?
7. What did Joseph beg the butler to do?
8. Alter three days, what happened to the
baker?
9. Who told them what would happen?

Second class postage paid at Guthrie. OK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by fa ith Pub. House.
920 \V. Mansur. Guthrie, UK Charlotte Huskey. Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per year

( n ‘2

papers).

Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address

Vol. 42, No. 2

Primaries

(USPS549-000)

Part 23

June 9, 1991

FROM SLAVE TO RULER
One night Pharaoh had two strange dreams. The next morning he was
very troubled. He called his magicians and wise men and told them the
dreams. None of them could tell him the meaning of his dreams.
When the chief butler heard about Pharaoh’s strange dreams, he re
membered the dream he had while in prison. He remembered how Joseph
had told him what his dream meant. Everything he told him had come true!
For two years he had forgotten, but now he also remembered that Joseph had
begged him to tell Pharaoh how he had been put in prison unjustly.
When the butler told Pharaoh about Joseph, Pharaoh sent for him at
once. Joseph hurried to shave and change his clothes before coming before
the king. He must have wondered why Pharaoh was calling for him.
Pharaoh waited anxiously. When Joseph finally came, he told him,"I
have dreamed a dream and there is no one who can teli me what it means.
I have been told that you can understand a dream and interpret it.”
Joseph answered, “The wisdom doesn’t belong to me. It is God who will
give the meaning of your dream.”
Pharaoh then told Joseph his two dreams. Joseph said, "Both dreams
have the same meaning. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do.
There will be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. You
must appoint a wise man to store up enough food during the seven good
years to last through the seven years of hard famine.”
Pharaoh listened carefully. He said, “Since God has shown you all this,
there is no one as wise as you. You will be overseer of my kingdom and ruler
over the people. I am the only one who will be greater than you.”
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Thou shalt be over my house; only in the
throne will I be greater than you." (Gen.4i:40)

From Nothing
to Something
Linda Simons lived on Manhattan Street
o f New York City. H er life w as broken and
ruined by sin. She w as the mother of three
children, but the government had her chil
dren and she didn't know where they were.
This made her very sad.
Linda didn't have a husband and she
didn’t have a house o f her own. She was all
alone in a very wicked area. She didn't have
any money and nobody would hire her so she
could make some money. Withoutany money,
she couldn't buy food to eat. Linda was
hungry, lonesome, and scared.
As Linda looked hungrily into a restau
rant, a well-dressed m an walked out. ‘ Mis
ter, I am hungry,* she begged. He flipped a
quarter to her and went on his way. Then she
begged from acouplcofneatly dressed ladies
who each gave her money. Soon Linda had
enough money to buy a meal, which she
gobbled down quickly. The sun was setling
and she wanted to find a place to sleep before
dark.
With cold winter wind whipping about
her, Linda wrapped her heavy coat tighter
about herself. She w as thankful for the coal
and wore it night and day for two reasons:
she did not have any other clothes than what
she was wearing, and she did not want
soinone to steal her coat.
At thedoorofaeity shelter, Linda stopped
and looked inside. She shuddered as she
saw the dirty, tassled-headed men and
women crawling onto smelly cols where they
would snore away the night. Linda’s heart
began to ache. She longed for something
better. Iin da didn’t know how to pray. She
had only heard God’s name used as a curse
word, which is disrespectful and grieves
God. Now for the first time, Linda used God's
name with a plea for help. “Oh. God, help me!
1don't want to keep living like this! I want to
change my life!"
Linda walked on down the street to buy
some cheap wine that would help her forget
life for a while and make her go to sleep. The
Devil had her in such a trap that she did not
know where to go for God's help.
In a few days Linda met two young women
who were talking to the homeless people
about Jesus who could lead them to a better

life. It sounded good to Linda, bu t she did not
know if God could do anything for her. Diane
and Amy began talking to Linda.
“J esus loves you, Linda," said Diane.
Linda shrugged. “That's hard to believed,*
she said.
“J esus can wash away all the sins o f your
past,* said Amy, “and He cares about what
you want to become. He knows about the
inner longings of your heart."
Linda began to cry. The women told her
about a place where she could start life over
if she really wanted to.
“Ifyou're serious abou t wanting to change
you r li fe, meet us Wednesday— and be sober,"
Amy said.
Linda was serious when she met them the
next Wednesday. They took her to a women's
sheller. Here she went to school and Bible
studies and worked in the kitchen. Later she
w as trained to operate a computer.
Most importantly, Linda kticlt before Jesus
and asked Him to wash away .ill her past
sins. She became a new person in Christ
Jesus. No more w;is she a dirty, huddled
figure on a street comer, but she w as a clean,
neatly dressed woman living in a decent
home. She prays now that someday she will
find herchildren and lead them io Jesus who
satisfies the longing in the soul.
— Adapted by Connie Sorrell

9ue-stions:
1. How many strange dreams did Pharaoh
have?
2. W ho did he tell about his dreams?
3. W ho did the butler remember when
Pharaoh told his dreams?
4. How long had he furgoU.cn about Joseph?
5. W ho sent for Joseph?
6. W ho did Joseph say would give the mean
ing of the dreams?
7. i low nuiny years of plenty would there be?
8. W hat did Joseph advise Pharaoh to do?
9. W hom did Pharaoh appoint to oversee the
storing of food?
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JOSEPH’S DREAMS COME TRUE
After seven years of plenty, a great famine spread throughout Egypt and
the surrounding countries. When their food was gone, people came to Joseph
to buy grain. Even in Canaan no grain would grow so Joseph’s father, Jacob,
said to his sons, "I have heard that there is corn in Egypt, go and buy some
for us.’’
All of Joseph’s brothers except Benjamin went to buy corn. Jacob would
not let Benjamin go because he feared losing Benjamin as he had lost Jo
seph.
Anyone wishing to buy food in Egypt must come to Joseph. As the
brothers bowed before him, they did not know that this young ruler was
Joseph. It had been more than 20 years, but Joseph knew his brothers at
once. As they bowed before him, he remembered the dream God had given
him. He wondered if his brothers were still cruel and selfish, so he acted like
he did not know them. He spoke roughly to them, and accused them of being
spies.
The ten brothers explained to Joseph that they were honest men who
had an aged father and younger brother in the land of Canaan. “We have only
come for food for our families, not as spies,” they said.
How glad Joseph was to hear that his father Jacob was still alive. He
also noticed the brothers spoke kindly of Benjamin. They were not jealous of
him.
Joseph began to plan how he could see Benjamin. He had his brothers
put in prison. After three days he sent for them. He told them he would keep
only one in prison. The others could take the food to their families, but they
must bring Benjamin to him or he would know they were spies.
To each other, the brothers said, “We are suffering because of our
cruelty to Joseph.” They did not know that Joseph understood what they said.
Tears came to Joseph’s eyes when he saw that they were sorry for their sin
against him.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

"Joseph remembered the dreams I

le had dreamed of them." (Gen. 42:9)

Always Follow Good Ways
'D o n ’t do it, Bob," Billy implored, "you
know Dad will find out when he gets hom e.'
'Aw , y o u ’re just a Craidy cat,' Bob said,
"You’re afraid to do anything that is fu n.'
"I’m not afraid, but I know Dad has a good
reason, when he says not to do something,"
answered Billy, as he went into the house
again.
Bob w ent into the woods anyway with
Dad’s gun. He w as sure nothing would go
wrong. After all, what could happen? Dad
had shown Bill and himself how to carry a
gun, and all the safety rules. “Billy never
wants to do anything,' Bob thought.
That is the way it was with the boys as
they grew up. Bob w as determined to do
things that he shouldn't whether it was at
home or school, lie seemed to delight in
getting into trouble. Billy was altogether
different. He loved his Dad and Mom and
didn't want to cause them any worry over
him.
Ofcoursc, when Dad got home he noticed
the gun w as missing from its usual place.
“Who has my gun?” Dad asked Mom. “I've
told Lhe boys not to use it unless I’m with
them.’
“I don’t know where the boys are right
now,’ Mom answered. “Billy has been in and
out of the house all afternoon. 1haven't seen
Bob though."
BoLh boys were at the supper table, when
Dad mentioned the gun being missing. “Oh,
I had iL," Bob told him. “1didn’t do anything
wrong with it, and it is back in its place."
Dad looked sternly at Bob. “Yes, the gun
is back, but don't you remember what I
said?’
Bob looked troubled <ind uncomfortable
when he answered. “You said not to Lake it
unless you were with us. That is a dum b rule
anyway. Nothing happened this afternoon,
did it?“
Mother looked as though she could cry.
“Bob, Bob, why m ustyou always try to get by
with things that you should not be doing. If
you keep u p like this, you will have lots of
trouble and heartaches."
“Oh, you just think Billy is perfect," Bob
answered disgustedly.

“Well, Bob, you wait and sec where your
troublemaking will get you," Mom implored
Bob. “Look at Tom, he had his own way, no
matter what his folks said or did."
“Yes," Dad said, “and now he is in prison
because he wouldn’t listen to anyone.'
“Don't worry about me. I’ll never do any
thing that bad," Bob sneered.
Bob was his own boss, it seemed. He
would not yield to the call o f the Lord. When
all of a sudden he w as in serious trouble,
then it was too late, he had to pay the price.
Billy gave his heart to the Lord when he
was a young boy. I le tried to follow Jesus’
example, listening to his Dad and Mom’s
teaching. As he worked for the Lord, God
blessed him with many friends, happiness
<urd joy.
Remember, boys and girls, God's way is
always the right way. “The way of the wicked
is an abomination unto the Lord: but he
loveth him that followcth after righteous
ness." Prov. 15:9.
— Sis. Dorothy Wilkins

Always do what's right!
Questions:
1. To whom did the people go when their food
was gone?
2. Who sent his sons to Egypt to buy com?
3. Why didn’t Jacob let Benjamin go to
Egypt?
4. How long had it been since Joseph had
seen his brothers?
5. What did Joseph remember as his broth
ers bowed before him?
6. What did Joseph say his brothers wort:?
7. Where did Joseph put his brothers?
8. How long did he keep them in prison?
9. Who must they bring, when they came
again?
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JOSEPH’S BROTHERS RETURN
The famine was still in the land. The corn that Joseph’s brothers had
bought in Egypt was almost gone, so Jacob told his sons, “Go again, and buy
food.”
Judah said to his father, ‘The governor told us, ‘You shall not buy food
again, except your brother is with you.’ If you send Benjamin with us, we will
go again. If you do not send him, we can not go."
"Why did you tell the man you had a younger brother?” Jacob asked.
T he man asked if we had a younger brother. How could we know that
he would say, 'Bring your brother’?"
Still Jacob refused to let Benjamin go to Egypt. When the food was
almost gone, Judah told Jacob, “Send Benjamin with me. I will make sure
nothing happens to him.’’
This time the brothers took gifts for the Egyptian ruler. Taking the gifts
and Benjamin with them, they again came before Joseph. When Joseph saw
Benjamin with his brothers, he ordered his servant to take them to his house.
“These men will eat with me," he said in a strange language. “Prepare a
feast."
Joseph’s brothers were even more afraid. Why were they being taken
to the ruler’s house? When Joseph came home at noon, they gave him the
presents they had brought. Joseph spoke kindly to them, asking about Jacob.
When he turned to Benjamin he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” Then
Joseph rushed from the room to hide his tears of joy.
When the men were seated, they were surprised to see that their places
had all been arranged in the order of their ages. Joseph sat at a separate
table. He sent each brother food from his table, but to Benjamin he sent five
times more.
—Sis. Nelda Sorreil

"Take your
brother, and
go again unto
the men."
(Gen. 43:13)

A Brother-Sister
Conversation
Marie and Gary were In the back yard
swinging on their swing set and they were
having a nice visit together.
“Daddy will be coming home from work
soon,’ said Gary. “Sec how the yellow sun is
slipping behind the green treetops over there?
W hen we don't see the sun any more, then
that means Daddy will be home and we will
go in to cat supper.*
“I’m getting hungry," said Marie. “I do
hope Mother has made fried chicken and
mashed potatoes. That is my favorite supper.
Maybe when I grow up I will be a good cook
like Mother is."
“I want to be like Daddy," said Gary.
"Then I can wear a little beeper and have
people call me to fix their computer. 1already
like to push buttons and unscrew things,
and Mother told me I need to learn to put
things back together after I take them apart
It takes a good thinker to be what Daddy is."
"I guess I need to be a good taster to be
what Mother is," said Marie. "She says that
a way to get kinda fat is when you eat some
o f everything you cook, so I'll probably be
kinda big like Mother is, too."
"Well, I wonder who our baby brother will
be like," said Gary. “Maybe he wall be like
G randpa and build cabinets with wood, lie
probably could use a ham m er well because
he sure knows how to bang his hand on the
highchair tray."
“O r Willie could be like our other Grand pa
and milk cows all the time," said Marie.
"Then I eould make butter from the cream
like Grandm a does. You like buttermilk bis
cuits, don't you? Well, G randm a makes them
from the milk oiT the butter— 1 saw her do it
once. Have you?
“Computer repairmen aren't interested
in making biscuits,’ said Gary. "Hut they do
like to cat Ihcml When you learn how to make
good butter and buttermilk biscuits, let me
come and cat with you."
“You can come and eat with me any time
you want," said Marie. "Even after brothers
and sisters get married, they visit one a n 
other. Daddy stops in and eats with Aunt Lily
often, and sometimes Mother talks to Uncle

Frank on the phone, which D addy says
makes the phone bill so high. Mother used to
play with Uncle Frank like I play with you,
and I guess she misses playing with him so
much that she can't stop talking with him
once they get on the phone."
"Well, brothers and sisters should live
close together like Daddy and Aunt Lily do,"
said Gary. “Then they can eat together more
often and it doesn't cost so much w hen they
talk on the telephone. Let’s never live so far
apart w hen we grow up."
“Okay," said Marie. "I couldn't send you
buttermilk biscuits over the telephone any
way.
"Oh, look at the sun," said Gary with his
finger pointing to tire west. “The sun is hiding
behind the trees. Listen! 1 hear Daddy's car
in the driveway. U:t's go in and w ash up for
supper before MoLhcr calls."
Then the brother and sister hurried in
side where the family soon gathered around
the supper table.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. Why couldn't Joseph's brothers grow com
where they lived?
2. W hat did Jacob tell his sons to do?
3. W ho must go with them to Egypt?
4. W ho told Jacob he would make sure
nothing happened to Benjamin?
5. W hat did Joseph tell his servant when he
saw Benjamin?
6. Why did Joseph rush from the room?
7. Why were the brothers surprised when
they were seated?
8. Who sent each brother food from his tabic?
9. Who did he send the most food to?
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JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN
After eating with Joseph, his brothers were ready to go back home with
the corn they had bought. Joseph told his servant, “Fill the men's sacks with
food. Then put every man’s money in the mouth of his sack. In the sack of
the youngest one, put my silver cup and his money.”
Early the next morning the men left for home. Before they had gone very
far, Joseph’s servant came rushing after them. He demanded, “Why have you
taken my master’s silver cup?
"God forbid that we should do such a thing,” the brothers said. “If you
find the cup in anyone’s sack, that person shall die and we will all be your
servants.”
Every man quickly opened his sack. The servant started with the sack
of the oldest and searched inside every sack. When he came to Benjamin’s
sack, he found Joseph's silver cup!
The brothers were filled with fear, but they all turned back towards
Joseph’s house. They would not return home without Benjamin. When they
came to Joseph’s house, he was there. They fell down on their faces before
him. Joseph asked them sternly, “What is this that you have done?”
The brothers begged Joseph to keep any one of them except Benjamin.
“Our father will die if Benjamin does not return," they explained.
Joseph saw that his brothers were very different than when they had
sold him to be a slave. Quickly he ordered the Egyptian servants to leave the
room. Then in great excitement he said, “I am your brother, Joseph.”
Joseph saw the fear in his brothers’ eyes. “Don’t be angry with your
selves, that you sold me. God was sending me to Egypt to save the lives of
our family." Then beginning with his youngest brother Benjamin, he hugged
and kissed them all.
—Sis. Nelda Sorrell

VWVWVVVXM^wW
"I am Joseph
your brother,
whom ye sold
into Egypt."
(Gen. 45:4)

Separated for a Season
(Based on a true story)
Ruthic w as a little Jew baby bo m in 1941
in a Jewish neighborhood in a city in Poland.
Being a Jew meant that her great-grcatgreat-grandfathers several hundred years
ago were Abraham . Isaac, and Jacob. Being
a Jew meant that her parents still worshiped
God in the old way that Moses had written in
the Old T estam ent Being a Jew in Poland
during W orld W a r II meant little Rut hie could
be killed, because a wicked man named Adolf
Hitler had ordered all Jewish people to be
killed.
Even before Ruthie was bom, Hitler’s
soldiers had strung up a high barbed wire
fence around her neighborhood, and every
one living within this fence became prison
ers. One day Hitler's soldiers drove trucks
into the Jew ish neighborhood and began to
pull them from their homes and load them
into trueks. Then Hitler's soldiers robbed
and set fire to their homes. Ruthie and her
parents were able to escape from these cruel
soldiers then, but they knew it would not be
long before they would be carried away also.
Ruthie’s parents prayed for God’s protection
and most o f all, they prayed for Ruthic's
safety.
Since Ruthie w as Just a little baby, her
parents knew they could not hide with her
because she would cry sometimes and this
would let the soldiers know where they were.
The only way to save Ruthic would be to let
some kind person have their daughter.
One evening a Polish woman patted Ruthie
and said, “It is a shame— she is such a pretty
baby." Quickly Ruthie’s father asked the
woman, “Could you find a place for her'/*" The
Polish wom an whispered, “I will talk to my
sister."
Two days later the woman said her sister
would take Ruthic. Everything would have to
be done secretly so the soldiers wouldn’t stop
them. About 4:00 on a warm Sunday after
noon, Ruthie’s parents put her into a baby
carriage. They pushed her carriage up to the
guard standing duty at the gate of the barbed
wire fence and showed him a pass. The guard
let them through. They went out onto the
sidewalks o f the town where they met the
woman who agreed to take Ruthie. Without
a word said, Ruthic's carriage was quickly
taken by the Polish woman and her parents
walked away. The parents went back home
through another gate and Ruthie went to live

with kind people who were willing to risk
their lives for her sake.
While Ruthie was well cared for, her par
ents had to hide in the woods, in bam s, and
constantly run from Hitler’s soldiers. This
was a very sad lime for Poland.
Ruthie’s parents missed her so much that
her mother w as often ill. They prayed that
someday they could have Ruthic back again.
Ruthie probably did not miss her parents as
much because she wras so young and the
Polish sisters were very kind to her. She did
not realize it then, but God was merciful to
spare her life and give her a nice place to live
while other family members were suffering
and dying.
Then in July, 1944, other foreign soldiers
came into the city and pushed 1litler's sol
diers out. No more would Hitler’s soldiers kill
the Jews. Right aw'ay, Ruthic’s parents went
to find her. She was three and half years old
now'.
At first she did not know them, but soon
they won her love. They were thrilled to be
together again. Truly God had been merciful
to them.
— Connie Sorrell

Questions:
1. What did Joseph’s servant put in the
mouth of every m an’s sack?
2. W hat did he put in Benjiunin’s sack along
with Iris money?
3. Who came rushing after Joseph’s
bro lliers?
4. What did he ask the brothers?
5. What did Lhe brothers promise ir the cup
was found?
6. In whose sack was the cup found?
7. What was the first thing his brothers did
when tlrey came back to Joseph?
8. When Joseph saw’ his brothers had
changed, what did he tell them?
9. Why did God send Joseph to Egypt?
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