THE

W EMm juL wsvy

COME UNTO ME” . _
« - ■'3r ■.“ ■■■ I*'(M&i.

Vol. 49, No. 3

Juniors (USPS549-000)

Jesus I My Cross
Have Taken
Henry Lyte sat by the bedside o f
his terminally ill friend. “I’m afraid
to die,” the friend confessed.
“Afraid to die? W hy? You’re a
clergyman.”
“Being a clergyman doesn’t as
sure me I am saved from hell. Are
you sure you are?”
Henry sat with his head down.
“A m I saved? I was ordained a min
ister in the Anglican Church in 1815.
Isn’t that a passport to heaven?”
After a long silence he admitted, “I’m
not sure.”
His friend moaned. “How dread
ful. I hoped you could help me.”
Henry was again silent for awhile
then he looked at his friend and
said, “By the grace of God, I w ill help
you .”
From that day they began search
ing the Scriptures together. Soon
both young men made a sincere
commitment to God.
Henry Lyte w as a new person. He
began working with new enthusi
asm, studying his Bible diligently
and preaching with heavy convic
tion. A t the sam e time he committed
his desires for the future and conse
crated to be poor and despised for
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Jesus. This is plainly seen in the
words o f “Jesus I My Cross Have
Taken.” It is believed to have been
written about this era o f his life
when he totally committed him self
to God.
The first verse shows that Henry
had taken his cross and was follow
ing Jesus, as the rich young ruler
was instructed to do in Mark 10:1722. Having won' many honors at
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland,
for “writing the best English verse,"
he may have been hoping to become
a famous poet and earn big money.
He surrendered all these dreams.
He said, “A ll I leave to follow Thee.
Perish every fond ambition. All I’ve
sought, or hoped or known. Yet, how
rich is my condition! God and heaven
are still m y own.” So we see God
brought jo y to replace the loss o f his
dreams.
Henry w as twenty-two years old
and naturally wanted friends, but
he felt seeing God’s face was more
important than friends. He said,
“Foes may hate and friends m ay
shun me. Show Thy face and all is
bright.”
Life had been peppered with hard
struggles. His family w as plagued
with poverty, and he w as the young
est. In those days as the children
grew, their too-small clothing was

Taking Your Cross
Matthew 10:28-39
28 And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not fall
on the ground without your Father.
30 But the very hairs of your head are
all numbered.
31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows.
32 Whosoever therefore shall con
fess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in
heaven.
33 But whosoever shall deny me be
fore men, him will I also deny before
my Father which is in heaven.
34 Think not that I am come to send
peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword.
35 For I am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in
law.
36 And a man’s foes shall be they of
his own household.
37 He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.
38 And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me.
39 He that flndeth his life shall lose
it: and he that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it.

Mark 10:17-22
17 And when he was gone forth into
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the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good
Master, what shall I do that I may
inherit eternal life?
18 And Jesus said unto him, Why
callest thou me good? there is none
good but one, that is, God.
19 Thou knowest the command
ments, Do not commit adultery, Do
not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Defraud not, Honour thy fa
ther and mother.
20 And he answered and said unto
him, Master, all these have I observed
from my youth.
21 Then Jesus beholding him loved
him, and said unto him, One thing
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatso
ever thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalthave treasure in heaven:
and come, take up the cross, and
follow me.
22 And he was sad at that saying,
and went away grieved: for he had
great possessions.

The Message: We must gladly taka
up out cross and follow Jesus.
Questions:
1. Whom should people fear?
2. Whom should people not fear?
3. Does God care for us and the spar
rows?
4. Did Jesus come to make peace on
earth?
5. Who may be our worst enemy?
6. Who is not worthy of Jesus?
7. What did the man want who knelt
before Jesus?
8. What must the mem do to have eter
nal life?
9. What must each Christian do to have
eternal life?

Verse to Memorize
...He that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me, is not
worthy o f me.
Matthew 10:38.

L e t’s
Talk . .

.

“Obey the commandments of G od,”
Jesus answered.
“I have obeyed them from my child
hood. What else should I do? I want
assurance of eternal life.”
“You lack only one thing,” Jesus
answered. “Sell what you own and
give the money to the poor.”
Suddenly the rich man looked sad.
He said not a word, but turned and
walked slowly away.
Jesus looked at His disciples and

said, “It is very hard for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God, for they
usually trust in their riches. It is
easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter into the kingdom.”
Many people have done like the
rich man. They have chosen to cling
to what they have instead of commit
ting all they have to Jesus. To obtain
eternal life, everything must be sur
rendered to Jesus. Some do not have
riches to give away. But whatever
they have must be available for God
to use.
The rich young ruler was not will
ing to take up his cross and follow
Jesus. Henry F. Lyte, author of “Jesus
I My Cross," was willing to carry his
cross. He received many blessings for
doing so.
—Charlotte Huskey

Jesus I My Cross Have Taken
By Henry F. Lyte
Jesu s, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee;
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shalt be;

I have called thee, “A bba, Father,”
I have stayed my heart on thee!
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather,
A ll must work for good to me.

Perish ev’ ry fond ambition,
A ll I ’ ve sought, or hoped or known,

Man may trouble and distress me,

Y et, how rich is my condition!

’Tw ill but drive me to Thy breast;

God and heav’n are still my own.

L ife with trials hard may press me,
H eav’ n will bring me sw eeter rest;

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior, too;
Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou art not, like them, untrue;
And while thou shalt sm ile upon me,
God o f wisdom, love and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun me,
Show Thy face, and all is bright.

G o, then, earthly fame and treasure!
C om e, disaster scorn and pain!
In thy service pain is pleasure;
W ith thy favor loss is gain.

Oh ’tis not in grief to harm me;
W hile Thy love is left to me;
Oh ’twere not in jo y to charm me,
W ere that jo y unmixed with Thee.

worn by a younger child. Imagine
the clothes he wore. Later both par
ents died and he had to educate
himself. A fter pastoring a few con
gregations, he was transferred to
L ow er B rixham , in D evonshire.
Henry lived from the meager offer
ings these poor fishermen could
give.
During the twenty-three years
he preached in Lower Brixham, he
learned that many blessings are
hidden in suffering. A disease kept
him weak and unable to work like
the strong fisherm en w hom he
preached to each Sunday. Perhaps
he was ridiculed for this weakness,
or hated by those who felt reproved
by his total commitment. He wrote,
“Man m ay trouble and distress me,
T w ill but drive me to Th y breast.”
Another tim e he said, “Life with
trials hard m ay press me, Heaven
w ill bring m e sweeter rest.”
In Sacred Poetry, the first o f four
books which H en iy Lyte published,
“Jesus I M y Cross Have Taken” ap
peared as a poem, signed only with
a “G." Nine years later in Poems—
Chiejly Religious, he published it
with his name.
In 1831, Henry Leavitt compiled
and published an im portant Am eri
can hymnal, the ChristianLyre. This
book contained arrangements o f
well-known secular melodies that
could be used with the hymn texts.
An arrangement believed to be one
o f W olfgang A. Mozart was included
in this hymnal. It is the tune by
which w e sing, “Jesus I My Cross
Have Taken.”
Mozart had extraordinary m u
sical talent. He was widely recog
nized as a composer at the tender
age o f six. He w as b o m in Salzburg,
Austria, on January 27, 1756, and

died at age 35. Although he had
composed over 600 m usical com
positions, he died brokenhearted
and was buried in a pauper's grave.
How different w ere these two
men! Mozart was b o m with wonder
ful talent, but died unhappy. H en iy
Lyte committed his few talents to
further God’s kingdom. He started
ou t in adverse co n d ition s and
struggled through a lifetim e o f sick
ness. However he built up a Sunday
School o f 800 attendants and wrote
four books. He died a happy m an
and was buried in the English cem
etery in Nice, France.
W e thank Mozart and Henry Lyte
for “Jesus I My Cross Have Taken.”
It has encouraged m any w eary
Christians along life's pathway. It is
found on page 248, in Evening Light
Songs and also on page three o f this
lesson.
— Charlotte Huskey
(Information taken from: Kenneth W.
Osbeck, 101 More Hymn Stories, Kregel
Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 1985.
p 158.)

(Answers: 1. People should fear
Him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell.
2. He who can only kill the
body. 3. Yes. 4. No. 5. Those of
our household (those with
whom we live). 6. Anyone who
will not take up his cross and
follow Him. 7. He wanted eter
nal life. 8. Sell all he had and
give it to the poor, then take up
his cross and follow Jesus.
9. Take up his cross and follow
Jesus. The rich young ruler
fell at Jesus feet and cried,
“What must I do to have eter
nal life?"
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Abide with Me
"Please don’t leave us,” begged
the children as they gathered around
their pastor, Henry Lyte.
“I-I have-to-leave," Mr. Lyte said
slowly.
“Where are you going?"
“Maybe to Italy. The doctor says,”
he stopped for breath, “He says, I’m
going to die if I stay here on this cold
seashore.”
“He’s gonna die," the children
whispered one to another. Some girls
began to cry. Some boys ran away
angrily. One small boy, clutching his
fishing pole, looked up and asked,
“W ho’ll teach us about Jesus?”
“I’ll leave someone in charge o f
the Sunday School,” he promised.
Henry Lyte was sunning him self
in front o f the Anglican Church in
Lower Brixham. Twenty-three years
ago he had come to this fishing com
m unity in Devonshire, England. He
was young but a tireless worker and
had already established him self sis a
poet, musician and capable minis
ter. The new congregation was small
and the people, for the most part,
were poorfishermen. Howwould they
support such an ambitious man?
Much to their surprise, Henry
did not exact much salary from the
people he served as did some minis
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ter o f his time. He knew well how to
relate to the poor. His family had
been plagued with extreme poverty.
Then the worst o f the worst hap
pened. Both his father and his mother
died, leaving him an orphan. Deter
mined to make the best o f life, he
studied hard and was able to gradu
ate from Trinity College in Dublin,
Ireland.
Henry Lyte was willing to suffer
for Jesus. In college he had won
many honors for “writing the best
English verse.” However, instead of
seeking to become a famous poet, he
gave his time and strength to serve
people. He thought much about the
future and where souls would spend
eternity. With this in mind, he la
bored almost day and night to awaken
in people a desire to serve God.
Lyte was not a strong man. Most
o f his life he suffered from tubercu
losis. Although frail in body, he was
strong in faith and had a determina
tion that enabled him to capture the.
interest o f the children in the whole
community. In that era church ser
vices were stiff and formal, geared
for the cultured adult. Lyte made
them interesting for the uneducated
fisherman, his humble wife and the
children. The Sunday School grew,

Abide With Us
Luke 24:13-33
13 And, behold, two [disciples] went
that same day to a village called
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem
about threescore furlongs [seven and
one half miles].
14 And they talked together of all these
things which had happened.
15 And...while they communed to
gether and reasoned, Jesus himself drew
near, and went with them.
16 But...they [did] not know him.
17 And he said unto them. What man
ner of communications are these that
ye have one to another, as ye walk, and
are sad?
18 And the one of them,...said unto
him. Art thou only a stranger in Jerusa
lem, and hast not known the things
which are come to pass there in these
days?
19 And he said unto them, What
things? And they said unto him. Con
cerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people:
20 And how the chief priests and our
rulers delivered him to be condemned
to death, and have crucified him.
21 But we trusted...he...should have
redeemed Israel: and beside all this,
today is the third day since these things
were done.
22 Yea, and certain women also of our
company made us astonished, which
were early at the sepulchre:
23 And when they found not his body,
they came, saying, that they had also
seen a vision of angels, which said that
he was alive.
24 And certain of them which were
with us went to the sepulchre, and
found it even so as the women had said:
but him they saw not.
25 Then he said unto them. O fools,
and slow of heart to believe all that the
2

prophets have spoken:
26 Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory?
27 And beginning at Moses...he ex
pounded unto them in all the scriptures
the things concerning himself.
28 And they drew nigh unto the vil
lage, whither they went: and he made as
though he would have gone further.
29 But they constrained him, saying.
Abide with us: for it is toward evening,
and the day is far spent. And he went in
to tarry with them.
30 And it came to pass, as he sat at
meat with them, he took bread, and
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.
31 And their eyes were opened, and
they knew him; and he vanished out of
their sight.
32 And they said one to another, Did
not our heart bum within us. while he
talked with us by the way, and while he
opened to us the scriptures?
33 And they rose up the same hour,
and returned to Jerusalem,... [seven and
one-half miles].

The Message: Jesus has promised to
abide with us everywhere we go. even
to the ends of the world.
Questions:
1. Where were the two men going?
2. How far was Emmaus from Jerusa
lem?
3. Of what were the men talking?
4. Who joined them as they walked?
5. Did Jesus seem to know what had
happened in Jerusalem?
6. What did Jesus explain to the dis
ciples?
7. When did the disciples realize that
the stranger was Jesus?
8. What happened to Jesus after He
was discovered?
9. Where did the disciples go after Jesus
disappeared?

Verse to Memorize
But they constrained him,
saying, Abide with us: for it is
toward evening, and the day
is far spent. And he went in to
tarry with them.
Luke 24:29.

Let’s
Talk . . .
The disciples were very sad. In
fact, it was the saddest day of their
lives. He was gone—their best friend,
their hero, helper and healer, their
counselor, the man they thought
would someday be a king to deliver
them from bondage. Would they ever
see him again?
For three and one-half years they
had been with Him almost every day.
He had healed the sick, raised dead
men and created food for thousands
o f people. Twice He had calmed the
storms when they were about to be
hurled from their ship by angry winds.
All these miracles and the wisdom of
His word had convinced them that He
could do anything. Why did He let
Himself be killed? Why didn’t He come
down from the cross?
They were sure He was the Savior
which God promised to bring peace
to all the world. Then suddenly He
was arrested and, like any helpless
man, had been tried, proven guilty
and nailed on a cross.
It seemed ridiculous. It was so
unbelievable, so surprising and un
just. This powerful God-man had
become powerless in the hands of
angry men. He was dead.
Now news had come that He was
again alive! Was He alive or had some
one stolen His body? How confusing!
As the two disciples walked along
talking about these things, a stranger
joined them. He questioned why they
were so sad. “Have you not heard
what is happening in Jerusalem?"
they questioned.
“What?” He asked.
They told Him everything.

When they finished He began quot
ing prophecies from the first portions
of the Bible. Then He explained how
these had been fulfilled in this Godman they had told Him about.
How happy they felt!
“Please come in and stay with us,”
they begged when they arrived in
Emmaus.
Jesus went in with them. While
they were eating, the disciples sud
denly realized this stranger was Jesus.
“Jesus!” They cried.
Then He disappeared.
— Charlotte Huksey

One day when Henry F. Lyte read this
Bible story, hefelt the sad emotions o f
these men so strongly that he wrote
the following song.

Abide With Me
A b id e w ith me; fast falls the eventide;
T h e darkness deepens; L o rd with m e abide!
W h en other helpers fail, and com forts flee,
H elp o f the helpless, O h, abide with m e!
S w ift to its close ebbs out lif e ’ s little day;
Earth’ s jo y s g ro w dim , its glories pass aw ay;
Change and decay in all around I see;
Oh, Thou w h o changest not, abide with m e!
I need T h y presence e v ’ ry passing hour;
W h at but T h y grace can fo il the tem pter’ s
pow er?
W h o, lik e T h y se lf, m y gu ide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, L o rd abide
with m e!
H old Thou thy w ord b efo re m y closin g
eyes,
Shine through the g lo o m and point m e to
the skies;
H e a v ’ n m orning breaks and earth’ s vain
shadows fle e —
In life , in death, O L ord , abide with m e!
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and grew, and grew, until more than
800 children attended.
W hen Lyte was unable to be vis
iting among the sheep o f his fold or
the goats outside his coral, he was
writing. He coined the phrase, “It is
better to w ear out than to rust out."
He did wear out. He wrote four books:

Sacred Poetry, Tales On The Lord’s
Prayer, Poems— Chiejly Religious
and The Spirit o f the Psalms. Sacred
Poetry was published in 1824, about
the time he w ent to Lower Brixham.
He was thirty-three years old when
Tales OnThe Lord’s Prayerwas pub
lished. He also wrote eighty hymn
texts, some o f which were first pub
lished as poems.
A t least two o f Heniy Lyte’s songs
are in Evening Light Songs. “Jesus I
My Cross” is on page 248 and “Abide
With Me” on page 342.
“Abide W ith Me" was written for
his last sermon with the fishermen
at Lower Brixham. His love for these
people caused him to almost crawl
to the pulpit to give his farewell
message. He said, “I desire to induce
you to prepare for the solemn hour
which must come to all by a timely
appreciation and dependence on the
death o f Christ." Today we would
say it this way, “1desire to persuade
you to prepare for your hour of death
by appreciating and depending on
the death o f Christ for your salva
tion before it is too late.” Or like this,
“I desire to persuade you to be saved
before it is too late."
H eniy Lyte died in Nice, France
on his w ay to Rome, Italy. He was
buried in an English cemetery, on
November 20, 1861, in Nice.
“Abide W ith Me" appeared first
in Am erica in H eniy W ard Beecher's
Plymouth Collection in 1855. Later
it was discovered by William H eniy

Monk, music editorofthewell-known
Anglican Church hymnal, Hymns
Ancient and Modem, and w as in
cluded in that book. It is said that in
less than half an hour he composed
for Lyte’s poem a tune named "Even
tide.” He was inspired by the beauty
o f a glorious sunset while yet expe
riencing a deep personal sorrow.
Today w e sing “Abide W ith Me” to
the tune “Eventide” although Lyte
had written a tune for his song.
When I hear “Eventide” I feel like
stopping what I am doing and find
ing a sleepy child, cuddling him or
her in m y harms and reading a
bedtime stoiy. How do you feel when
you hear it?
The first time "Abide With Me”
was sung, Heniy Lyte and the people
he loved were saying goodbye. Today
it is often sung when people must
say goodbye to a loved one whom
they w ill not see for a long time, or
maybe never (in the case o f death).
Jesus promised to always be with
us. This song helps us to believe it.
— Charlotte Huskey
(Information taken from: Kenneth W.
Osbeck, 101 Hymn Stories, Kregel
Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 1982.
p 17.)
(Answers: 1. To a village called
Emmaus. 2. It was seven and
one-half miles from Jerusa
lem. 3. They w ere talking
about Jesus being crucified.
4 Jesus. 5. No. 6. Beginning
with Moses, Jesus explained
the prophecies about Him
self. 7. When He blessed the
bread. 8. He disappeared.
9. They walked backed to
Jerusalem.)
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Blessed Assurance
Dr. Combe examined Fanny’s head
carefully. He looked into her eyes.
“Here is a poetess!” he exclaimed.
Turning to the school director he
said, “You must encourage her in
every way possible. Teach her to ap
preciate fine poetry by reading the
best books to her. Someday she may
write fine poems.”
It was in the latter part o f the
1830’s when the Dr. Combe, a phre
nologist, visited New York’s Institute
For The Blind. Fanny J. Crosby, then
in her late teens, had written rhymes
since early childhood. She loved noth
ing better than to read or listen to
poetry. While living at home, her
grandmother helped her memorize
entire books of the Bible. She espe
cially enjoyed Psalms and Proverbs.
Both are books of poetry.
Only days before Dr. Combe’s visit,
her teacher had scolded Fanny, say
ing she must stop reading poetry
until her math scores improved. She
had taken away a large book o f poetry
w hich Fanny usually read each
evening until the dormitory mother
would make her go to bed. That day,
angry Fanny had written this rhyme:
“I loath, abhor, it makes me sick
To hear the word arithmetic!” Now
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her heart beat wildly. Would the book
be returned to her?
It was and from that day the insti
tute did everything possible to help
Fanny develop her poetry writing
skills. The teachers read poetry more
often. They borrowed and bought
poetry books in Braille so that Fanny
could read them. Never again did the
teacher complain about Fanny’s
math, although it did not improve.
Sometimes when visitors came to
the school they asked her to recite
one o f her poems. Soon Fanny’s po
ems were appearing in the newspa
pers. Other newspapers reprinted her
poems. People all over America began
talking about the beautiful spirit-filled
poetry. President Tyler came to the
school to visit her.
Even among the blessings, Fanny
had trials. One time a teacher scolded,
“God cannot use you while you are
proud. You must give God the glory.”
That night Fanny checked over much
o f her poetry to see if she was giving
God the glory in her verses. Then she
wrote the following poem that was
later put to music. Have you sung it?
“...To God be the glory

Great things He hath taught us,
Great things He hath done.
And great our rejoicing through
Jesus the Son;

Having God’s Assurance
Deuteronomy 28:1, 8-9,
15, 59-67
1 And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, to observe and to
do all his commandments which I
command thee this day, that the Lord
thy God will set thee on high above all
nations of the earth:
8 The Lord shall command the bless
ing upon thee in thy storehouses, and
in all that thou settest thine hand
unto; and he shall bless thee in the
land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.
9 The Lord shall establish thee an
holy people unto himself, as he hath
sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the
commandments of the Lord thy God,
and walk in his ways.
15 But it shall come to pass, if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the
Lord thy God,...to do all his command
ments. ..that all these curses shall come
upon thee,...
59 Then the Lord will make...great
plagues, and of long continuance, and
sore sicknesses,...
60 Moreover he will bring upon thee
all the diseases of Egypt, which thou
wast afraid of; and they shall cleave
unto thee.
61 Also every sickness, and every
plague,.. .will the Lord bring upon thee,
until thou be destroyed.
62 And ye shall be left few in number,
whereas ye were as the stars of heaven
for multitude: because thou wouldest
not obey the voice of the Lord thy God.
63 And it shall come to pass, that as
the Lord rejoiced over you to do you
2

good, and to multiply you; so the Lord
will...destroy you,...and ye shall be
plucked from off the land...
64 And the Lord shall scatter thee
among all people, from the one end of
the earth even unto the other;...
65 And among these nations shalt
thou find no ease, neither...have rest:
but the Lord shall give thee there a
trembling heart,.. .and sorrow of mind:
66 And thy life shall hang in doubt
before thee; and thou shalt fear day
and night, and shalt have none assur
ance of thy life:
67 In the morning thou shalt say,
Would God it were even! and at even
thou shalt say, Would God it were
morning! for the fear of thine heart
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt
see.

The Message: God gives blessed as
surance to those who obey His com
mandments.
Questions:
1. What is God’s promise to those who
do His commandments?
2. Name the things God will bless.
3. The Lord will establish the obedient
a s _________________ .
4. What will come upon those who do
not observe God’s commandments?
5. Will plagues, sicknesses and the
disease of Egypt be some of the
curses?
6. What will happen to the multitudes
of people?
7. Will the disobedient be fearful?
8. Will the disobedient have assur
ance?
9. Will the obedient have assurance?

Verse to Memorize
...The work o f righteousness
shall be peace; and the effect
o f righteousness quietness
and assurance for ever.
Isaiah 32:17.

L e t’s
Talk

...

God said in Jeremiah 21:8, “...Be
hold, I set before you the way of life,
and the way of death.” God is saying
this to every person. Each of us has
an opportunity to choose either—life
or death. Which one have you cho
sen? I have chosen life.
All who choose life have also cho
sen to obey God’s commandments.
Those who did not obey the com
mandments have chosen death, al
though they may not realize it. Spiri
tual death comes to all who do not
obey God’s commandments.
Those who obey God’s command
ments have an assurance deep in
their heart. They do not fear like
others who are not living to please
God. When they are afraid of some
unusual thing that is taking place in

their lives, they feel assured that God
is working out this strange thing for
their good.
In the Bible lesson for today, God
told the people they would be blessed
if they obeyed His commandments.
He promised to bless their children,
their animals, their fields and every
thing they did.
Those who did not obey God would
have troubles. Sometimes people who
are not obeying the Word of God
become so fearful that they have heart
attacks. Luke 21:26 says, “Men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are
coming on the earth:...”
Those who obey the command
ments of God are not fearful. God
takes care of them. They believe God’s
promises and feel an assurance in
their heart that whatever happens, it
will work out for their good.
Fanny J. Crosby had this assur
ance in her heart. She wrote the
following song. Let’s sing the song in
praise to God for the assurance He
gives each one who obeys His com
mandments.
— Charlotte Huskey

Blessed Assurance .
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight,
Angels descending, bring from above,
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.

3

But purer and higher and greater
will be
Our wonder, our transport.
When Jesus we see.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!”
In later years, after she moved
away from the school, Presidents
Adam, Polk and Cleveland each vis
ited her and listened to her poetry.
Senator Henry Clay and other gov
ernment officials also visited her.
Not all o f Fanny’s life was fame
and happiness. She was bom in 1820;
her father died the following year.
Then her mother was forced to work
away from home, leaving Fanny to be
cared for by her grandmother.
Fortunately Fanny’s grandmother
took her task seriously and became
eyes to blind Fanny. She described to
Fanny what she saw or heard. She
placed whatever she could in Fanny’s
hands so that Fanny could feel it
while learning its color, size and shape.
Fanny could describe the mocking
bird, the red-headed wood-pecker,
the robin, the yellow warbler and
many other birds. She knew the kinds
of trees by feeling the bark and the
shape o f the leaf. She knew many
things by their sound.
Fanny hungered for knowledge
and absorbed what she heard. Grand
mother read the Bible to her often. By
age ten she had memorized the first
four books of the Bible, the book of
Ruth and many Psalms and Prov
erbs. She begged to attend school and
prayed many years until God made it
possible. After graduating from the
Institute For The Blind she taught
there for eleven years.
Although Fanny loved books, she
also loved to be outside. After she
learned her way around the farm, she
roamed the meadow alone, being care
ful to stay away from the pond. She
learned to ride her uncle’s horse, to

climb the rail fence and even walk on
top of it.
Fanny J. Crosby was forty-four
years old before she started writing
songs. Historians estimate that she
wrote more than 8,000 gospel songs.
For several years she worked for a
music publisher, writing three hymns
each week. During this time she used
200 pen names. Songs are still being
discovered that were written by her
under a pen name. Probably no other
person has contributed as much to
American gospel music as Fanny J.
Crosby.
She was often requested to write
hymns. Sometimes a minister asked
to have a song written about a certain
subject or for a certain occasion. At
other times musicians would first
compose the music and then ask
Fanny to write words to blend with
the music. Mrs. Joseph Knapp, wife
of the founder of the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company, composed a tune
and played it for Fanny. “What does
this time say?” she asked.
“Why that says, ‘Blessed Assur
ance Jesus is Mine,’” Fanny told her.
Then Fanny wrote the beautiful words
that Christians in many parts of the
world are now singing. You can sing
it, too. Find it on page 194 in Evening

Light Songs.
Fanny J. Crosby died at age 95.
Inscribed on her tombstone are these
words, “She has done what she could."
— Charlotte Huskey
(Information taken from: Keneth W.
Osbeck, 101 Hymn Stories, Kregel Pub
lishing, Grand Rapids, MI, 1982. p 43.)
(Answers: 1. God will set them above
all nations. 2. He will bless the
storehouses, land and whatever they
set their hands to do. 3. Holy people.
4. Curses will come on them. 5. Yes.
6. Many will die, others will be scat
tered. 7. Yes. 8. No. 9. Yes.)
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Rescue The Perishing
Blind Fanny Crosby did not have
a com puter on w hich to quickly
type out th e hym ns she w rote. She
had to punch dots on paper to form
letters. Th is took m uch tim e bu t
Fan ny w orked faithfully. Som e
tim es G od’s Spirit flooded h er mind
w ith w ords so fast she could not
g et them punched ou t in Braille.
She w ou ld th en ask others to w rite
for her. It is said that on one day
th ree songs cam e to h er m ind at
alm ost the sam e time. She kept
repeating them to h erself until a
helper cam e. T h en one b y one she
spoke the w ords as the helper w rote
them down.
W ords fo r hym ns often cam e to
her m ind because she w as think
in g and praying fo r sinners to be
saved. Fanny once said, “M any o f
m y hym ns w ere w ritten after expe
riences in N ew Y ork m ission w ork.”
T h e m ission w as a place w here
hom eless people (m ostly m en in
those years) could com e and have
su pper and listen to an evangelis
tic m essage. Sittin g in the m ission
th at night Fan ny rem em bered that
M r. D oane had sent her a them e
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for a new song, “R escue the Perish
ing.” T h e words, "R escue the p er
ishing, care for the dying,” kept
running through h er m ind. A t the
s a m ; tim e she kept thinking that
som e you n g m an in h er audience
m ust be rescued from Satan that
very day or he w ould be lost forever
in hell.
W hen Fanny arose to speak,
she pleaded w ith the m en to m ake
peace w ith G od that night. “I f there
is a b oy present w ho has w andered
from his m other’s hom e and tea ch 
ing, please com e to m e at the end o f
the' service,” she said.
A b o y , eighteen years old, cam e
forw ard w h en the service ended
and said, “Did you m ean m e? I
prom ised m y m other to m eet h er in
heaven, b u t as I now am livin g that
w ill be im possible."
Th ere at the m ission altar th ey
kn elt and prayed together. He re
pented o f the w a y he w as livin g and
prom ised to not sin again. A fter
praying awhile, a new ligh t shone
in his eyes. H e arose and said,
“N ow I can m eet m y m oth er in
heaven, fo r I have found G od.”
Th at night Fanny C rosby stayed
awake u ntil sh e had finished w rit
in g the song, “R escue the Perish-

Bring Them In
Luke 14:15-24
15 And when one o f them that
sat at m eat with (Jesus] heard
these things, he said unto him,
Blessed is he that shall eat bread
in the kingdom o f God.
16 Then said (Jesus] unto him,
A certain man made a great sup
per, and bade many:
17 And sent his servant at sup
per time to say to them that were
bidden, Come; for all things are
now ready.
18 And they all w ith one consent
began to make excuse. The first
said unto him, I have bought a
piece o f ground, and I must needs
go and see it: I pray thee have me
excused.
19 And another said, I have
bought five yoke o f oxen, and I go
to prove them: I pray thee have
me excused.
20 And another said, I have m ar
ried a wife, and therefore I cannot
come.
21 So that servant came, and
shewed his lord these things.
Then the m aster o f the house
being angry said to his servant,
Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes o f the city, and bring in
hither the poor, and the maimed
(crippled], and the halt (those
who halt when they walk], and
the blind.
2

22 And the servant said, Lord, it
is done as thou hast commanded,
and yet there is room.
23 And the lord said unto the
servant, Go out into the high
ways and hedges, and com pel
them to come in, that m y house
may be filled.
24 For I say unto you, That none
o f those m en which were bidden
shall taste o f my supper.

The M essage: Christ
w ants C hristian s to
persuade others to live
for Him.

Questions:
1. W hat did the man prepare?
2. W ere many invited?
3. Did some make excuses and
not come?
4. W ho was invited after the
guests refused to come?
5. Was there space for others af
ter the blind, the lame and the
poor had come in?
6. How did the servants get the
house filled?
7. W hat sad thing happened to
those who were invited first?
8. Has Christ invited you to be
saved?
9. Do people have a second
chance to be saved?
Verse to Memorize:
So those servants went out into
the highways, and gathered
together all as many as they
found, both bad and good: and
the wedding was furnished with
guests.
Matthew 22:10.

Talk

...

Jesus told the following story to
show us how important it is to invite
others to know Christ as their Savior.
One day a man said to his servant,
“I want you to make a fine dinner.
Invite plenty of guests so that my
house will be filled.”
In those days there were not tele
phones and the postal service was
very poor indeed. His servant killed
the animals and roasted the meat.
They made fine breads and sweets.
Then they set out to invite his friends
and the neighbors.
The first man they invited said,
“Please ask your master to excuse
me. I bought some land and today I
am going to see it. ” The second person
they invited said, “I pray thee, excuse
me, for I have bought five pair o f oxen
and I am going right now to see how
well they will work.” The third man
they invited said, “Haven’tyou heard?
I ju st got married. I must stay home
with my wife, therefore I cannot come.”
Everywhere they went, the people
made excuses and did not come.
The servants told their master.
Then he said, “I must have some
guests. Go quickly into the streets
and invite the poor, the crippled, the
blind, and all those who are rejected."
The servants went out and brought
in many guests, but still the house
was not filled. “Go again,” the master
said, “go out on the highway and
invite strangers who are passing. Go
into the hedges. Persuade everyone
you see to come to my supper. I want
my house full.”

This story shows very clearly
Jesus’ desire to serve others. He wants
to make them happy. He wants people
to enjoy themselves. He knows, how
ever, that people must get into His
house, or His kingdom, to be truly
happy. Outside of Jesus, there are
many troubles. These troubles come
from doing sinful things.
The master’s last command to his
servants was to “go into the highways
and hedges and compel them to come.”
This is the command Jesus is giving
to us (His servants) today. We must
not only invite our friends and family
to know Jesus. We must invite those
we meet when we are traveling. We
must go knocking on doors and visit
ing with the poor, the handicapped,
the blind, those in hospitals, institu
tions and anywhere God impresses
us to go.
Jesus told this story to teach us
that we must rescue the perishing.
— Charlotte Huskey

Rescue the Perishing
R escue the perishing,
Care fo r the d yin g,
Snatch them in p ity from sin and the g ra ve;
W e e p o ’ er the erring one,
L if t up the fallen,
T e ll them o f Jesus the m igh ty to save.
T h o ’ they are sligh tin g him,
S till he is w aiting,
W a itin g the penitent child to receive.
P lead with them earnestly,
P lead with them gen tly;
H e w ill fo r g iv e i f they o n ly b elieve.
R escue the perishing,
D uty demands it,
Strength fo r thy labor the L o rd w ill p ro vid e;
B ack to the narrow w a y
Patiently w in them;
T e ll the p oo r w an d’ rer a S a vio r has died.
— Fanny J. C rosb y

ing.” She gave the song to Mr. W . H.
D oane and he put it to m usic. It
w as first published in 1870 in
D oane’s Songs o f Devotion.
Ira Sankey sang it often in the
g re a t M o od y eva n gelistic ca m 
paigns in the latter part o f the
nineteenth century. It stirred souls
and brought conviction and repen
tance to m any.
It w as also used in m issions
throughout Am erica. T h e follow 
in g s to iy show s how this song
aroused conviction in a sinner. It
com es from B ow eiy Mission. O n a
storm y night a dirty, unshaven
drunkard staggered into the m is
sion. He san k into a seat and gazed
around as i f w ondering w here he
happened to be. “R escue the Per
ishing” and several other hym ns
w ere sung. From the expression on
his face, the leaders saw his heart
w as opening.
A s th e speaker w as giving the
m essage o f C hrist’s love for sin 
ners and H is desire to rescue them
from death and hell, he also spoke
o f his ow n experience o f being saved
from death on the battlefields. A t
one point he gave the nam e o f the
com pany in w h ich he had served.
A t the close o f the m eeting, the
d ru n k a rd sta ggered up to the
speaker and in a slurred voice
asked, “W h at years w ere you in the
com pany you spoke about?”
“W h y all through the w ar,” the
speaker answered.
“Do you rem em ber the battle o f
_______ ?”
“I rem em ber it perfectly.”
“Can you recall the nam e o f the
captain o f y o u r com pany at that
tim e?"
“Yes, his nam e w a s _________.”

“You are right,” exclaim ed the
drunkard. “I am th at m an, you r
form er captain.” H e paused fo r a
m om ent as if battling w ith em bar
rassm ent. “N ow I’m a wreck. D rink
has dragged m e dow n until I’ve lost
everything I had. I don’t kn ow w h at
to do or w here to turn for help. Can
you save m e?”
“W ell, I can’t, bu t Jesus can,”
said th e speaker. T h en he in 
structed the old captain to confess
his sins, forgive everyone, and
prom ise to God that he w ould never
take another drink.
T h e old captain w as saved that
night. He often tells the story o f
how God used his form er soldier to
rescue his perishing soul.
“Rescue the Perishing” is one o f
the 8,000 hym ns w ritten b y Fanny
J. Crosby. It has been translated
into m any languages and su ng in
m any nations around the world.
M aybe you, too, w ould like to
sing it. Find it on page 325 in

Evening Light Songs.
— C harlotte H uskey
(Information taken from: Kenneth
W. Osbeck, 101 HymnStories, Kregel
Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI, 1979.
pp. 211-212.)
(Answers: 1. A great supper.
2. Yes. 3. Yes. 4. Th e poor, the
maimed, the halt and the
blind. 5. Yes. 6. By going into
the highways and hedges and
compelling others to come. 7.
They were not allowed to taste
the supper. 8. Answers w ill
vary. 9. Some may, but some
m ay not, so we m ust surren
der to Christ when He speaks
to us.)
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Everlasting Joy
Daniel W arner stood on a large
soap box on a street com er in New
Washington. He heard aslurred voice
saying, “That’s m y boy, isn’t he a
great chap?”
Daniel turned to see his father
smiling. It was one of the few times
that he had seen his father smile at
him. Usually he was drunk and curs
ing or railing because Daniel wasn’t
strong enough to work as long or as
hard as his older brothers. Mr.
W arner was a staunch democrat
and today he w as happy to hear
Daniel discussing the political ad
vantages the Democrats were prom
ising for Ohio.
Daniel often gave speeches. He
w as usually placed near the end o f
the school programs. After all the
boring pieces had been recited, he
would step to the podium and have
the audience in a riot o f laughter
within minutes. Then everyone went
away happy after the school pro
gram.
He also loved music and learned
to dance. A s soon as he was old
enough to go to dances, he danced
and danced, sometimes almost all
night. D rink often accom panied
dancing in those days as it does
today, but Daniel had seen alcohol
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m in his father so he refused any
intoxicating drinks.
There w ere two churches in New
W a sh in gto n — a C a th olic and a
Lutheran. The W arner family did
not attend either. Mrs. W arner w as
a Pennsylvanian German w ith a
deeply rooted faith in God. She
taught her family to fear God and
love their neighbors. Daniel felt about
his mother as Abraham Lincoln did
about his. Lincoln said, “A ll I am, all
I hope to be, I owe to m y angel
mother...I remember my mother’s
prayers. They have always followed
me. They have clung to me all m y
life.’’ The peoplew h ow entto church,
dipped, chewed and smoked tobacco.
They drank and danced. This dis
couraged Daniel from becoming a
Christian. He thought Christians
should act like Christ. He did not act
as Christ, therefore he told others he
was an athiest. He said there was no
God. He danced and played and did
as the others in his community, but
he would not go to church.
His love for music, however, drew
him to attend Sunday afternoon
singings. These were held in homes,
but mostly religious songs were sung.
Daniel joined in the singing and
before long he began feeling differ
ently about God. The words of the

the God o f peace sh all be w ith
you.
10 B u t I rejoiced in the L ord
greatly, th at n ow at the last y o u r
care o f m e h ath flou rish ed again;
w h erein ye w ere also careful, b u t
ye lacked opportunity.

I Joh n 5:4

Rejoice in the Lord
M a tth ew 11:28-30
28 C om e u nto m e, all ye that
labou r and are h eavy laden, and I
w ill give you rest.
29 T a k e m y yok e u pon you, and
learn o f m e; for I am m eek and
low ly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto y o u r souls.
30 For m y yok e is easy, and m y
bu rden is light.

P h ilip p ian s 4:4-10
4

R ejoice in the Lord alway: and
again I say, Rejoice.
5 Let y o u r m oderation be known
unto all m en. T h e Lord is at hand.
6 Be carefu l for nothing; b u t in
every th in g b y prayer and su pp li
cation w ith th an ksgivin g let y ou r
requests b e m ade kn ow n unto
God.
7 A n d the peace o f God, w h ich
passeth all understanding, shall
k e ep y o u r h e a rts a n d m in d s
throu gh C h rist Jesus.
8 Finally, brethren, w h atsoever
things are true, w h atsoever things
are honest, w h atso ever things are
ju s t, w h atsoever things are pure,
w h a ts o e v e r th in g s a re lo v ely ,
w h atso ever things are o f good re
port; i f th ere be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these
things.
9 T h ose things, w h ich ye have
both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in m e, do: and
2
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F or w h atso ever is born o f G od
overcom eth the w orld: and this is
the vic to ry that overcom eth the
w orld, even ou r faith.

T h e M essage: A n y o n e w h o w ill
le t Jesus be L o rd and fo llo w H is
in stru c tio n can h ave e v e rla s t
in g jo y.
Q uestions:
1. W h a t did J esu s prom ise to
th ose w h o com e to H im ?
2. Is the b u rden o f J esu s h eavy
or light?
3. H ow often are w e to rejoice in
the Lord?
4. Is the Lord alw ays near?
5. W h a t should alw ays a cco m 
pa n y ou r requ ests to G od?
6. W h a t w ill keep ou r hearts and
m inds?
7. M u st a C hristian con trol w h a t
he thinks abou t?
8. N am e som e things w e sh ou ld
th in k abou t?
9. Is everlastin g jo y w arran ted i f
w e th in k only good th ou gh ts?

Verse to Memorize
...The redeemed of the Lord
shall ...come with singing unto
Zion; and everlasting joy shall
be upon their head: they shall
obtain gladness and joy; and
sorrow and mourning shall flee
away. Isaiah 51:11.

Let's
Talk

...

Have you ever tried to carry some
thing heavy? It is hard, isn’t it? If we
do wrong our spirit feels sad and is
heavy. It carries a heavy load o f guilt.
The only way to get rid o f this heavy
load is to tell God you are sorry for
doing the wrong. Jesus said, “Come
to me and I will give you rest.” Jesus
will take away the heavy feeling and
make you feel light and free again.
Then you will have everlasting joy.
After we have come to Jesus and
are saved, there are things we can do
to keep that joy. Let us study care
fully the scriptures in Philippians 4:410 and see how we can help ourselves
keep this joy.
Verse four instructs us to rejoice
always. It is saying, “Look on the
happy side o f things. Don’t let your
mind think about sad things. Think
only o f the good things.”
Verse five tells us to be moderate.
Having self-control is being moder
ate. We must eat good foods, and not
many of those high in fats and sug
ars. Many people are unhappy be
cause they are almost as wide as they
are tall. Many of these people smile
and laugh, to cover up how miserable
they feel. Years ago, we sang a song
which said, “Smiling on the outside,
but crying on the inside.” If we are
careful about what we eat and how
much we eat, we can be smiling on
the outside and the inside. We must
sleep enough, but not be lazy. Not
enough sleep will make a person irri
table. Being irritable will cause em
barrassment or maybe a stumped toe
if we get angry and kick the wrong
things. (Have you ever done that?)

Just control yourself and you will be
moderate and happy.
Verse 6 says we must thank God
for the good, and pray about the
things that trouble us, but not worry
about them. If everything seems bad,
stop and think for awhile and you will
remember some good things hidden
under your troubles. Thank God first
then ask for help. If we will do this,
God has promised in verse seven that
His peace will keep our minds and
hearts.
The next verse, number eight, gives
us a job to do. It tells us what to think
about. It is hard work to keep unholy
thoughts out o f our minds. Our minds
are like gardens, in which an enemy
is daily planting weed seeds. It is like
the following story:
Two men got contracts from the
ciiy of Los Angles to landscape along
portions o f new freeways in the city.
One man wanted both contracts. At
night he drove around the freeways
throwing weed seeds in among the
flowers, grass and small shrubs his
competitor had planted. The weeds
grew fast. The competitor had to hire
extra men to get out the weeds, and it
cost so much he went bankrupt.
The devil sows evil thoughts in
our mind because he wants to ruin
us. He will win if we let our minds stay
on the things he plants there. We
must be constantly throwing out these
thoughts and replacing them with
true, honest, pure, lovely thoughts.
We have the advantage over our en
emy because Jesus is inside helping
us. We can win if we obey this scrip
ture and think on good things.
This scripture also instructs us to
give if we are to have everlasting joy.
Give our time to help others. Give our
smiles to cheer the sad. Give our
strength to help the weak. Give our
money, clothes and food to help the
poor. Give our all to Jesus. He will lift
our heavy loads and give everlasting
joy.
— Charlotte Huskey
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songs stayed in his mind. Convic
tion grew so strong that he quit
going to dances. He even attended a
cottage prayer meeting where he got
a good lesson, but not from the
preacher. A man sitting nearby who
loved tobacco tried to hide his face
while he bit o ff a plug o f it. Daniel
decided that using tobacco was a sin
since the man tried to hide what he
w as doing.
Months passed, conviction wore
away and Daniel started dancing
again. Now he seemed less concerned
about doing right. One night he
danced until 2:00 a.m. His mother
was waiting for him when he re
turned home. “How far will your sins
take you, Daniel Sidney W arner?”
she asked. “Samantha is at the point
o f death and you’re kicking up your
heels. You should be home praying
for her.” M other scolded and rea
soned with Daniel for a long time.
A fter she left him alone, Daniel
thought about all she had said. He
saw how terrible he had been. Then
he slid out o f bed and onto his
knees. He prayed.
Not long after that he went with
friends to a meeting in the school
house. On the w ay home one friend
asked, “Daniel, what do you think o f
this religion?”
“I’m going to find out about it," he
answered.
His friends confessed to each
other that Daniel was planning a
prank. They were surprised the fol
lowing evening when Daniel went
forward and knelt at the altar.
Daniel felt the everlasting jo y in
his heart. He did not write the song,
"Everlasting Joy” at the time, but it
expresses his feelings that evening.
— Charlotte Huskey

(Information taken from A L . Byers,

Birth o f a Reformation, Faith Pub
lishing House, Guthrie, OK, p 19,
and C. E. Brown, When the Trumpet
Sounded, W arner Press, Anderson
IN, 1951.)
(Answers: 1. He promised rest.
2. Light. 3. Always. 4. Yes. 5.
Thanksgiving. 6. The peace of God.
7. Yes. 8. We should think about
things that are true, honest, just,
pine, lovely, of good report and
virtuous; also praise God and oth
ers. 9. Yes.)

Everlasting Joy
Can the spirit o f a m ortal,
L i v e b eyon d the reach o f trouble?
K n o w in g not a painful struggle,
E v e r jo y fu l in the L o rd ?
H e w h o is our great salvation,
A n d our high and strong munition,
Is to us a full fruition
O f his peace and endless jo y .
I no trouble and no sorrow
S ee today; nor w ill I b orrow
G lo o m y vision fo r the m orrow ;
In m y Jesus all is bright.
T o m y soul all grace is given ,
A n d all g lo o m afar is driven ;
W a lk in g in the ligh t o f heaven,
A l l is everlasting peace.
Jesus bids be jo y fu l ever,
H e h im s elf the wondrous G iv er,
F lo w s within, a constant river,
A n d m y spirit must rejoice.
Chorus:
G lo ry to m y S a v io r’ s nam e!
W a lk in g on his h o ly plane;
N oth in g can m y peace disturb,
F ree and happy as a bird,
S in gin g jo y fu l praise everm ore.
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My Soul is Satisfied
Frances looked straight into
Daniel’s blue eyes. “But why should
n’t we be married?” she asked. “You’ve
served two years in the army and
you’re free. You have already asked
Papa and he said it’s okay.”
Daniel believed a person’s eyes
are a window to their soul. Frances
eyes were dark and gloomy. Was she
doubting God? Her father was an
infidel.
“I know, Frances, but now I’m a
Christian and you aren’t.”
“W e’ll be happy with or without
religion,” she cooed.
“I won’t be going to dances any
m ore.”
“That’s all right. I still love you.”
“I love you, too, and you’re beau
tiful, intelligent and educated. What
more could I want?"
“Then w e will?”
“I promised you. I will keep my
promise, but first I want to study
awhile."
“W hat school are you going to?”
“I’ll be going to Oberlin College.”
“The one that hides the slaves?”
“Yes.”
“I heard that twenty professors
were jailed for rescuing a slave which
the authorities had taken from there.”
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“I heard that, too. I think I’ll like
it. Charles G. Finney is the president
and he teaches Christian perfection
and power to live above sin.”
“You sound like a preacher!”
“Maybe someday I’ll be one.”
Frances smiled.
Daniel felt a heaviness in his
chest as he walked home. Before
goingtobed, he prayed, “God, should
I marry Frances?”
“You follow Me and I will take
care of this situation,” God seemed
to say.
Daniel Warner entered Oberlin
College, September 5, 1865, seven
months after he was saved. Later
that year he taught school. Whether
he taught and studied at the same
time, or quit studying, we do not
know. Records show he was study
ing at Oberlin in the spring o f 1866.
T e a c h in g s c h o o l m ay h a ve
brought back memories o f how he
played tricks so cleverly on his teach
ers. They could seldom discover when
he was the culprit. When the blame
was laid on him, his friends often
wanted to shared his punishment.
One time, however, he was to be
whipped the following morning. He
padded himselfwell, with extra cloth
ing, before coming to school.
Most o f Daniel’s childhood was
not pleasant. His father owned and

Eve is not Satisfied
G en esis 3:1>13
1 N o w th e serp en t...said u n to
th e w om an , Y ea , h a th G od said,
Y e sh all n o t e a t o f ev e ry tree o f th e
g ard en ?
2 A n d th e w o m a n sa id u n to the
serpen t, W e m a y ea t o f th e fru it o f
th e trees o f th e gard en :
3 B u t o f th e fru it o f the tree
w h ich is in th e m id s t o f th e g a r 
den, G od h a th said, Y e sh all n o t
e a t o f it, n e ith e r sh a ll y e tou ch it,
le s t y e die.
4 A n d th e se rp en t said u nto the
w om an , Y e sh all n o t su rely die:
5 ..Y o u r eyes sh all b e opened,
a n d y e sh a ll b e as gods, k n ow in g
g o o d an d evil.
6 A n d w h e n the w o m a n sa w
th a t the tree w a s g ood fo r fo o d ,.. .to
b e d esired to m ak e o n e w ise,
sh e...d id eat, an d g a v e also u nto
h e r h u sb a n d ...a n d h e d id eat.
7 A n d th e eyes o f th em b o th
w e re opened, and th e y k n e w th at
th e y w ere n aked; a n d th e y sew ed
fig lea ve s tog eth er, a n d m a d e
th em selves aprons.
8 A n d th e y h ea rd ...G od ...a n d
A d a m an d h is w ife h id th em 
selves from ...th e Lord...
9 A n d th e L o rd G o d c a ll
ed... W h e re a rt th ou ?
10 A n d h e sa id ,...I w a s afraid,
b e ca u s e I w a s n aked; an d I h id
m yself.
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11 A n d h e said, W h o told th ee
th a t th o u w a s t n a k e d ? H a st th ou
ea ten o f th e tree...
12 A n d th e m a n said, T h e w o m a n
w h o m th o u g a v e s t to b e w ith m e,
she g a v e m e o f th e tree, a n d I d id
eat.
13 A n d th e L ord G od said u n to
th e w om an , W h a t is th is th a t
th ou h a s t don e? A n d th e w o m a n
said, T h e serp en t b e g u ile d m e,
a n d I d id eat.

The Message: True satisfaction
cannot be found in fun, beauty,
riches nor knowledge. It is
found only in obeying God.

Questions:
1. W h a t h a d G od co m m a n d ed
A d a m a n d E ve?
2. W h o talk ed w ith E ve a b o u t
G o d ’s co m m a n d m en t?
3. W h y d id E ve w a n t to ea t th e
fru it?
4. W e re A d a m a n d E ve h a p p ier
a fte r k n o w in g g o o d from evil?
5. H o w did th e y fe el a fter ea tin g
th e fru it?
6. W h y w a s A d a m afraid ?
7. W h o d id E ve b la m e fo r h e r sin ?
8. W h o d id A d a m b la m e fo r h is
sin ?
9. W e re A d a m a n d E ve sa tisfied
a fter ea tin g th e fru it?

Verse to Memorize
My soul shall be satisfied as
with marrow and fatness; and
my mouth shall praise thee
with joyful lips.
Psalm 63:5.

Let’s
Talk

...

God placed Adam and Eve in a
beautiful, warm garden with plenty of
food to eat, and it was free. They did
not earn money for house and car
payments, nor to pay utility bills, nor
to buy clothes. They did not wash
dirty clothes, nor fold and put them
away. They did not water the garden,
for God sent a mist every night for the
plants.
Wouldn’t you like to live in a place
where there was no work to do, nor
school to attend? I would.
Adam and Eve had a perfect situ
ation, but they were not satisfied.
They were ju st like people today; they
were curious to know about eviL They
wanted to see how it would feel to
know good and evil. Many young
people want to know how sin feels.
The devil makes them believe it will be
Jim. They leave comfortable homes
where they have all they need, and go
live on streets, in filthy hovels. They
go without food, freeze in the winter
and smother in the summer just to
experiment with drugs, alcohol and
other sins. Adam and Eve also suf
fered for their sin.
Real satisfaction comes only from
God. A person without God’s blessing
in like a desert. His or her heart is
desolate and crying for something to
fill its needs. Many are so hungry for
satisfaction they run constantly here
and there seeking something to fill
this void. They often use up all their
time and money. Some will push aside
all right standards they have been
taught and reap anguish and bitter
tears for years to come. All this they
do in search o f a satisfaction they

could have by submitting their ways
to God. How sad, how sad!
If you are thinking sin might be
fun, be careful. Eve’s trouble started
when she begem thinking the forbid
den fruit might be better than the
fruit she should be eating. She was
not satisfied with what God had pro
vided. You are not satisfied, if you’re
thinking sin might be fun. Sin might
be fun for a short time, but the fun
will not satisfy. Did Adam and Eve’s
sin satisfy them? No. Did it cause
them trouble? Yes, and it will also
cause you trouble. Be happy with the
home and church God has provided
for you. Don’t be thinking that some
thing else might be fun.
Stay where you are not afraid to
hear God’s voice. But, ifyou are caught
doing wrong, admit it. Remember
Adam and Eve blamed others for their
sin, but that did not keep them from
receiving due punishment. Admitting
you have done wrong and asking
forgiveness will make your punish
ment much easier. God has provided
all you need. Be content with it, and
always obey God, then you will be
happy to hear Him speak.
—Charlotte Huskey
T h is s o n g is f o u n d o n p a g e 9 7 in

Evening Light Songs. L e t ’s s in g it.

My Soul Is Satisfied
A l l this w orld , its wealth and honor,
Cannot sate the human breast;
But when fille d with G o d , our Father,
E ve ry want is fu lly blest.
Can a bird drink up the ocean,
T h irstin g still fro m shore to shore?
O r the G o d o f all creation
L e a v e thy heart yet c ravin g m ore?
W o u ld m y soul could m ore encompass
H eaven ’ s g lo ry , w ille d to m e;
O h, the lo v e o f G od, so precious!
’ T is a deep and shoreless sea!
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operated a tavern for eight years,
and he drank heavily after selling the
tavern and becom ing a farm er.
Daniel, however, had some happy
times fishing and hunting raccoon.
Sometimes he and his friends would
wrap themselves in coon robes and
spend the night at the base of a tree,
waiting for enough light to shoot the
coon.
The following is part o f a poem
D.S. Warner wrote about his child
hood. (I’ve personalized it to make it
easier understood.)
It seemed the special pleasure of
Another certain one
To quite demolish everything
I set my heart upon;
To chafe m y spirit and escort
The flow o f bitter tears
Out of a soft and pensive heart,
Through all my tender years.
If angels blessed my thorny path,
It may be said in truth,
Only two showed their smiling face
In all my suffering youth.
One was my mother, ever kind,
A blessed providence;
The other, pure and lovely friend,
Was angel Innocence.
I never knew that “Father” was
A sweet, endearing name;
Its very mention was a dread,
His life’s most deadly bane.
The demon o f intemperance there
Infused the wrath o f hell.
And most upon this sickly head
The storm o f fury fell.
Like chickens when the mother bird
Gives signal of a foe,
The little peeps are quickly hushed,
All chicks are laying low,

So, when returning from the town,
The dreaded steps we heard,
All ran and quickly settled down,
And not a lip was stirred.
Getting saved had smoothed the
pains o f his childhood and satisfied
his need for love. He liked to tell
others about it. One time he was
visiting with a group o f young people.
First one and then another told o f
different things he had tried in search
o f a thrilling life. Each admitted that
the thrilling experiences did not bring
lasting happiness. The fun didn’t
satisfy. As soon as the fun stopped
they felt sad again.
One young man told about his
friend who had inherited a great sum
o f money. With it he had traveled
about the world, doing fun things.
But after returning home, he said,
“What a fool I have been, trying to
buy satisfaction. A gu ilty conscience
cannot be silenced by rushing from
one exciting thing to another.”
Warner stood with his head down,
thinking seriously about what he
was hearing. Suddenly he thought,
“This is a great opporutnity." He
looked up and said, “I am satisfied!”
Shortly after this, D. S. W arner
wrote the words o f “My Soul is Satis
fied.” Later B. E. Warren set them to
the music we sing today. (Look on
page three o f today’s lesson for the
words to this song.)
— Charlotte Huskey
(Answers: 1. He said to not eat
o f the fruit o f the tree in the
midst o f the garden. 2. The
serpent. 3. It looked pleasant
and she wanted to be wise.
4. No. 5. They were afraid. 6.
Be-cause he had disobeyed
God. 7. The serpent. 8. Eve. 9.
No.)
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A Child Of God
“You are not saved,” whispered the
devil.
“Yes, I am,” Barney answered.
“If you were saved, you would not
feel so bad.”
“But God forgave me of my sins, and
delivered me from chewing tobacco,”
Barney protested again.
“But you don’t feel as you did right
after you were saved.”
Barney, the third child of Tom and
Anna Marie Warren, was bom in Buf
falo, New York. When Barney was five,
Tom moved his family into a log house
near Bangor, Michigan. This area was
called Geneva Center. Here the family
struggled together to make a living.
Everything was done by hand. They
farmed the soil with horse-drawn hand
plows and cultivators. Flax from the
field and wool from the sheep was first
carded then spun into thread. The
thread was then woven into cloth and
the cloth cut and sewn into clothes.
Furniture was also made by hand. In
the great kitchen stood a huge poplar
wood table, which Barney’s father had
beautifully planed and polished. Around
it the family gathered for meals, and
upon it freshly baked salt-raising bread
was laid out to cool.
Tom Warren’s family were musi
cians and actors. They gathered each
evening to sing or perform skits. They
sang“My Old Kentucky Home,” “Massa’s
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In The Cold, Cold, Ground,” “Old folks
At Home" and other songs popular at
the time. Hymn singing became their
favorite entertainment. By the time
preachers came into the community
the family sang hymns beautifully.
When Barney was twelve years old
he was ready to make his own living as
were most twelve year old boys in those
days. Hehiredouttocareforaneighbor’s
sheep after attending the few hours of
school each day. Most of the men in the
community chewed tobacco, so he, too,
began chewing. One time it saved his
life.
While caring for the sheep, Barney
learned that bucks can be veiy danger
ous. He also learned that an angry
charging buck never changes course
after he has started toward an object.
One day an angry buck came charging
at him. Should he run away? No. He
stood very still until the buck was near,
then stepping aside he grasped the
buck’s horns, flopped him onto his back
and spit tobacco juice in his eyes. The
buck never attacked Barney again.
Joseph and Mary Smith lived in a
log house a few miles from Barney’s
home. The Smith’s accepted the truth
in January 1883. Their home was al
ways open for pioneer ministers of the
Church of God. When a minister came,
evangelistic meetings were held, usu
ally in their home. The Warren’s, or at
least the mother and children, attended
these meetings.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in
you r m ortal body, th at y e should
obey it...
13 ...Yield...your m em bers as in 
strum ents o f righteousness unto
God.

I John 1:9

Becoming a Child of God
John 3:3-8
3 Jesus answ ered.. .Verily, verily,
1 say unto thee, Except a m an be
b o m again, he cannot see the kin g
dom o f God.
4 N icodem us saith...H ow can a
maui be b o m w h en he is old?...
5 J esu s a n sw ered ,...E x ce p t a
m an be b o m o f w ater and o f the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom o f God.
6 T h at w h ich is b o m o f the flesh
is flesh; and that w hich is b o m o f
the Spirit is spirit.
7 M arvel not that I said unto
thee, Y e m ust b e b o m again.
8 T h e w in d blow eth w h ere it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, bu t canst n ot tell w hence
it cometh, and w hith er it goeth: so
is every one that is b o m o f the
Spirit.

Romans 6:3-4, 6-8, 12-13
3 Know y e not, th at so m any o f
us as w ere baptized into Jesus
Christ w ere baptized into his death?
4 Th erefore w e are buried w ith
him by baptism ...even so w e also
should w a lk in newness o f life.
6 ...Our old m an is crucified w ith
him , th at.. .sin m ight b e destroyed,
that henceforth w e should not serve
sin.
7 For he th at is dead is freed
from sin.
8 N o w i f w e b e d e a d w ith
C hrist,.. .we shall also live w ith him:
2

9 I f w e confess ou r sins, he is
faithfu l and ju s t to forgive us ou r
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

The Message: Everyone who con
fesses their sins and does not
live anv longer in sin is a child of
God.

Questions:
1. W hat m ust w e do to see the
kingdom o f G od?
2. By w hat two things m ust w e be
born?
3. C an th e new b irth b e seen?
4. A fter w e are bu ried in baptism
w h at should w e do?
5. W hat is destroyed w hen a p er
son is b o m again?
6. I f w e die w ith C hrist w ill w e also
reign w ith Him ?
7. M ust every C hristian die to sin
and becom e a n ew person in
Christ?
8. W h a t m ust w e do so God w ill fo r
give our sins?
9. Does God cleanse from all u n 
righteousness?

Verse to Memorize
Whosoever is bom o f God doth
n o t co m m it sin; fo r his
[Christ’s] seed remaineth in
him: and he cannot sin, be
cause he is bom o f God.
I John 3:9.

L et's
Talk

...

Nicodemus wanted to become a
child o f God. He came one night to
where Jesus was staying. No doubt
they went up on the flat roof, for that
was the custom in Palestine. There
under the stars, Jesus said to him,
"Except you are bom of water and of
the Spirit, you cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”
Every person was bom in the flesh
on his or her birthday. Now Jesus says
we must be bom again, not of the flesh
but of the spirit.
There are two parts to this spiritual
birth; one is water, one is the spirit. A
person’s spiritual life is dead after he
sins. When a sinner confesses his sins,
the Holy Spirit renews his dead spirit
by putting life into it again. What could
being bom of water mean? According
to Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38 we must
be baptized to be saved. Baptizing is
being put under the water in a reli
gious service. It is a symbol of dying to
sin and being resurrected to a new life
in Christ. Another meaning for the
water is the Word o f God. Every Chris
tian must bathe himself in the Bible so
he will know how God wants him to
live. Learning from God’s Word reveals
to us things that we did not know were
sin. As water washes away dirt, so
obeying God’s Word washes away un
godly thoughts and habits.
Sometimes sifter a person has be
come a child of God, they stray away
and sin. In the fifteenth chapter of
Luke Jesus told about a rich man who
had two sons. One son asked for his
inheritance early. He took the money
and went into a far away country and
spent it all doing things he thought
would bring happiness. When his

money was gone, so were his friends.
He worked hard feeding pigs and was
often hungry enough to eat what they
were eating. In this condition he re
membered how good life had been at
home. So he returned home and his
father accepted him gladly.
God is also ready to accept again
any unhappy person who has strayed
from Him. He will erase the sins they
have committed and reinstate them as
His child. It is best to become a child of
God and obey His Word, butifyou have
strayed from God please be wise and
return to Him.
If you have never become a child of
God, you may do so by confessing your
sins and being baptized.
—Charlotte Huskey

A Child of God
Praise the Lord! my heart with his
love is beaming,
I am a child of God;
Heaven’s golden light over me is
streaming,
I am a child of God.
Let the saints rejoice with my rap
tured spirit,
I am a child of God;
I will testify, that the world
may hear it,
I am a child of God.
Let a holy life tell the gospel stoiy,
I am a child of God;
How he fills the soul with his
grace and gloiy,
I am a child of God.
Saved from sin today, ev’iy
band is riven,
I am a child of God;
Thro’ the tests of life I have
peace from heaven,
I am a child of God.
I am a child of God.
I am a child of God;
I have washed my robes in the
cleansing fountain,
I am a child of God.

3

When Barney was sixteen he was
working for a godly man, Mr. Abbott.
J. C. Fisher and a company of gospel
workers came into the community and
held a meeting. The whole community
was stirred. The Abbott family re-con
secrated their lives and opened their
home for prayer meetings. For many
months, prayer meetings were held al
most daily.
Barney began feeling he was a wicked
person. Why? He didn’t know.
He’d heard that chewing tobacco
was a sin. One weekend it was a rainy,
gloomy day and he’d battled feeling
guilty all the way to town. So on his way
back he stopped his horse, stood up in
the wagon and spit his cud of tobacco as
far as it would go. Then he took from his
pocket the three plugs he had just
purchased and threw them into the tall
grass.
Still he could not eat nor sleep in
peace, and the craving for tobacco al
most drove him crazy. Before the week
had ended he tried, without success, to
borrow, beg and buy a plug of tobacco.
That weekend, on his way back into
town, he hunted until he found the
plugs he had thrown beside the road.
He took a big chew and immediately the
craving stopped, but the torment of his
conscience started again. It was worse
than the craving. What could he do? He
tried taking little bits and waiting a long
time between each bit. He tried not
chewing at all. Those days the craving
made him sick. He struggled for ten
days. All the while the heaviness in his
heart grew.
“Why don’t you come to the house
for prayer meeting?" Mr. Abbott asked.
Barney went. Barney saw other men
and boys go to the “mourner’s bench"
and ciy. He didn’t want to cry, but he
sure wanted to feel as they seemed to
feel when they got up from the altar.
“Come to the altar with me,” his
friend whispered one night.
“You go if you want," Barney said.
“I’m just counting the cost." (He knew
part of the cost would be giving up
tobacco.)
After that, when Barney prayed, the
tobacco came between him and God. He
struggled and struggled until he finally

said, “Yes, Lord, I give up anything to
have peace in my heart." The following
night he went to the altar in Mr. Abbott’s
home.
During this time, the community
was ablaze with the burning zeal of
God. Several oftheyoung people started
testifying to their friends and neigh
bors. Soon they began holding meet
ings in adjoining neighborhoods, in
school houses, churches, rented halls
or homes. The older Smith boys, Barney
and his two brothers were a part of this
evangelistic group. They sang, preached
and exhorted. Barney was one of the
best singers and often exhorted.
A few years later the devil came to
rob Barney of his happiness. He ac
cused Barney of not being saved. Barney
did not recognize it as the devil until
God brought Isaiah 59:19, to his mind.
“When the enemy shall come in like a
Hood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up
a standard against him."
Then he remembered hearing Bro.
D. S. Warner say, “I have so much
confidence in God, that I would be
willing to hook my little finger over the
least of His promises and swing out over
the infernal regions and feel perfectly
safe."
Barney began feeling more secure
as his faith gripped this promise from
God’s Word. “God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it.” (I Corinthians 10:13.)
Barney reviewed his life and saw that he
was as committed to God as he was the
day he got saved. Then he exclaimed, “I
am a child of God!”
Barney defeated the devil and gave
us “I Am A Child Of God," page 123, In
Evening Light Songs. We too, can defeat
the devil by singing and believing this
song.
—Charlotte Huskey
(Answers: 1.We must be bom again.
2. We must be bom of the water and
the spirit. 3. No—only what it does
can be seen. 4. We should walk in
newness of life. 5. Sin. 6. Yes. 7. Yes.
8. We must confess our sins. 9. Yes.)

(

Periodicals postage paid at Guthrie, OK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub. House, 920
W. Mansur, Guthrie, OK. Charlotte Huskey, Editor. One subscription. $4.00 per year (52 papers).
Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address.

THE

!'BTMm jUL WA<y
”2

- *v

«

Vol. 49, No. 3

"l_ ” ' r"

:

"COMB UNTO ME” -

Juniors (USPS549-000)

The River of Peace
When D.S. Warner came to Geneva
Center for a revival meeting he found
people eager to receive the truth. There
were eighty holiness Christians, mostly
young people. Barney Warren, his
brothers and Joseph Smith’s boys were
some of those young people. After a few
services, D. S. Warner recognized that
Barney could be a help singing and
exhorting in evangelistic meetings.
Tom Warren, Barney’s father was
among the farmers who crowded into
the schoolhouse each evening to hear
Warner preach. Although people called
him an infidel, he knew his Bible well.
Each Sunday while his family went to
church he stayed home and studied
the Bible so he could point out the
mistakes o f ministers and deacons. In
this way, he justified his own evil by
pointing out the sins of church lead
ers.
Since Barney and his brothers were
obeying the Bible and he could not
reproach them, Mr. Warren became so
condemned he was almost violent. A
miserable Tom Warren listened while
Warner plowed into his heart.
Tom Warren saw his sins con
demned by God’s Word. He saw the
love and pardon God was offering. But
his proud heart said, “I cannot humble
myself before these people. I am a
strong wrestler, not a crying man.”

Part 8

Aug. 23, 1998

C onviction grew until his body
trembled. His seat shook. He held
tightly to the chair in front of him, but
Tom Warren did not yield to God.
One evening, during the revival,
Bro. Warner said to, Barney, “I am
forming a singing group. Would you
like to join us?”
“I’d love to, but I’m sure my dad
won’t let me. He hardly allows us to
take time from the farm for meetings.”
“I’ll ask him,” Warner promised.
He did. Tom Warren refused.
Warner continued to hold meet
ings in the surrounding communities.
Barney and the other young people
came almost eveiy night. Tom Warren
also came. His answer was always
“No, ” when Warner ask if Barney could
travel with them.
The following year D. S. Warner
came again to Geneva Center. This
time he held a meeting in the Smith’s
home. Again Tom Warren came. “God
has the first claim on Barney,” Warner
told Warren when they again discussed
Barney traveling with Warner. “You
should let him go in the gospel work.”
“I need him to help on the farm,”
Warren answered. “He cannot go!”
Warner and Barney kept praying.
One night during the meeting, Tom
Warren came to the altar. Warner
thought, “Now he will let the boy go.”
He knelt beside the big man and said,

w ater sh all th irst again:
14 B u t w h osoever drinketh o f the
w ater th at I shall give him shall
never thirst; b u t the w a ter th at I
shall give him shall b e in him a
w ell o f w a ter sp rin gin g up into
everlastin g life.

God Gives Peace
J o h n 4:5-14
5

T h en com eth [Jesus] to a city
o f Sam aria,...
6 N ow J a c o b ’s w ell w as there.
J es u s therefore, b ein g w earied
w ith his jou rn ey , sa t thu s on the
w ell: and it w as a b ou t the sixth
hour.
7 T h ere co m eth a w om a n o f
S am aria to draw w ater: Jesu s
saith unto her, G ive m e to drink.
8 (For his disciples w ere gone
a w a y u nto the city to b u y m eat.)
9 T h e n s a ith th e w o m a n o f
S am aria u nto him, H ow is it th at
thou, b ein g a Jew , ask est drin k o f
m e, w h ic h a m a w o m a n o f
Sam aria? for the J ew s have no
dealin gs w ith the Sam aritans.
10 Jesu s answ ered and said unto
her, I f thou kn ew est...w ho it is
th at saith to thee, G ive me to
drink; thou w ou ld est have asked
o f him , and he w ou ld have given
thee livin g w ater.
11 T h e w om an saith unto him ,
Sir, thou h a st n oth in g to draw
w ith, and the w ell is deep: from
w h en ce then hast thou that living
w ater?
12 A rt th ou grea ter than our fa 
th er Jacob, w h ich gave us the
w ell, and drank th e re o f him self,
and his children, and his cattle?
13 J esu s answ ered and said unto
her, W h o soever drin k eth o f this
2

Q uestions:
1. W h ere w as J esu s sitting?
2. W h a t did He ask o f the S a m a r
itan w om an ?
3. WTiat kind o f w a ter did J esu s
w ish to give the w om an ?
4. W ill a person th irst again w ho
drinks w ater from J a cob ’s w ell?
5. W ill those w h o d rin k o f J e s u s ’
w ater th irst again ?
6. W h a t w ill be in ou r hearts if w e
drin k J es u s’ w ater?
7. W ill the fou n tain o f w a ter th at
J esu s gives b ecom e everlastin g
life?
8. Do you th in k this fou n tain o f
w a ter w ill b e like a river o f
peace in the heart?
9. H ave you tasted o f the w a ter
J esu s gives?

Verse to M em orize
For thus saith the Lord, Be
hold, I w ill extend peace to
her like a river,...
Isaiah 66:12.

____________________________

L e t’s
Talk

...

Jacob’s well was large—possibly
eight feet across. The well was dug
with a pick and shovel and then en
cased with stone. The stones were
built up around the well a little higher
than ground level—much like a little
fence. Jesus sat on these stones to
rest while His disciples went into
town to buy food. A Samaritan woman
came to draw water. Jesus said to
her, "Please give me a drink.”
“I am surprised that you would
ask a drink o f me,” she said. “Most
Jews would not speak to me.”
Jesus knew Jews hated Samari
tans and called them dogs. They would
not drink from a Samaritan’s cup.
They destroyed any vessel a Samari
tan had used. Jesus did not discuss
the problems between the Samari
tans and the Jews.
He wanted to talk about some
thing more important. “If you knew
who I am, you would ask a drink from
me and I would give you everlasting
water,” he said. “And the water I give
will spring up within you so that you
will never thirst again.”
The woman questioned how Jesus
could give such water, so He ex
plained. “The water I give is not water
from a well. It is spiritual water that
satisfies the soul. The soul will never
again thirst for evil and sin. This
water is like a crystal clear river flow
ing out o f a heart. As it flows, it
washes away all desire of anything
that displeases God.”
Let’s think for a moment about a
magnet. The magnet has an invisible
power. Hold a strong magnet over
pieces of iron and the iron will almost

jum p to the magnet. The invisible
force in the magnet will hold the iron
pieces tightly.
In the heart of every person is a
power that draws them to sin. Psalm
58:3 says, “The wicked are estranged
from the womb: they go astray as
soon as they be bom , speaking lies.”
We all know very small children tell
lies; they steal; they disobey. This
force increases as a child grows older
and they do more sins. This force
holds them in the control o f the devil
until Jesus breaks it.
Now iron can be treated with cer
tain chemicals and heated, then a
magnet has no power over this iron.
When Jesus fills a heart with living
water, it breaks the power that draws
toward sin. The thirst or desire for sin
is gone. The person is delivered from
the power o f the devil. Instead of
wanting to sin, the person will desire
to please God.
The living water from Jesus will
flow like a river of peace. The person
will be happy to please God. He will
never thirst again for the evil of the
world.
I was saved when I was eight years
old and I have never desired to do evil
since. You toe can be saved and have
a river o f peace flowing out o f your
soul. Let me tell you, it is a wonderful
life.
— Charlotte Huskey

River of Peace
I’ll sing o f a river divine,
It’s waters from trouble release,
More precious than “honey and wine,”
That river, sweet river is peace.
It reaches from heaven to earth.
It issues from under the throne;
Great peace! oh, thy infinite worth!
Sweet peace in my Jesus alone.
Oh, wonderful life giving flood.
Thy waters so crystal and pure.
Make glad all the “City o f God,”
Forever thy blessings endure.

3

“Are you willing for God’s will to be
done in your life?”
“Yes,” he answered.
“Are you willing for God to use
Barney?”
“Ya mean ta go with you?"
“Yes."
“No, I’m not,” he stormed, and got
up from the altar. He motioned for his
family to follow as he started toward
the door.
“Wait, I want to talk with you,”
Warner said. Tom Warren pushed his
way through the crowd as if he hadn’t
heard.
Thin, frail Warner rushed after big
Tom pleading with him to yield to God’s
will. Halfway to the door, Tom Warren's
legs began trembling. He staggered a
bit then he fell to the floor.
“Warner’s blue eyes flashed as if
with a piercing fire. He stood over Tom
Warren and said, Tom Warren, you
are fighting against God, and you can
not get away with it. God has smitten
you, and you cannot get up until you
let Barney go.’"
For two hours Tom struggled to get
up.*2 After exhausting every effort of his
own and was still unable to get up, he
said, “Barney is the Lords.”
“Now you can get up," Warner an
nounced.
Barney packed his clothes and left
with D.S. Warner when the meeting
was over.
Tom Warren went home a different
man, but he did not get saved until
several years later. Four of his boys
became ministers. George was pastor
in Battle Creek, MI. Tom Warren also
preached in his home community for
several years just before he died.
Barney helped D.S. Warner in an
evangelistic meeting in western Penn
sylvania. One afternoon they hiked
along the Allegheny River. They sat
down on a log and looked at the river as
it curved and flowed glently down into
the valley beyond. “How beautiful is

the world God has made!” Barney
thought.
After a time of quiet meditation,
Warner said, “The constant flowing of
this river fittingly represents the con
tinual flow of the river of peace in the
soul of the redeemed."1 In Isaiah 66:12
it says, “For thus saith the Lord, Be
hold, I will extend peace to her like a
river,...” They talked over ideas of a
song about a river o f peace, and before
leaving their seat on the log, they had
written the basic parts of both the
lyrics and the music for “River of Peace.”
As they traveled around the coun
try holding meetings in schoolhouses,
homes and rented buildings they
prefected the song. Later, as they
passed near this spot, they sang the
new song. Herbert M. Riggle and his
father were working in a field over the
hill and heard the singing. When the
three wagons full of saints passed those
in the fields, Warner stood up in the
wagon, waved at them and shouted,
“Hallelujah.”
“These must be the people who are
to hold a m eeting in the old
Shellhammer Church. We will go and
hear them,” said Father Riggle.
Later H.M. Riggle told Barney, “I
was won to the truth by your singing.
I was only a boy and did not get saved
until some years later, but that inci
dent led me to finding the Savior.”
Turn to page 57, in Evening Light
Songs and sing the song those people
in the wagons were singing.
—Charlotte Huskey
(Inform ation taken from: A xchie
Bolitho, To The Chief Singer, Ander
son, IN: Gospel Trumpet Company,
1942, p 168. Bolitho, pp 12-13.
Bolitho, p 32.)
(Answers: 1. On Jacob’s well.
2. A drink of water. 3. Livingwater.
4. Yes. 5. No. 6. A well of water. 7.
Yes. 8. Yes. 9. Answers may vary.)
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Perishing Souls At Stake
H orse-d ra w n w agon s rattled
o v er O h io’s d u sty roa d s as people
ca m e to th e m eetin g in J e rry City.
T h e h a rvest ru sh w a s over an d
th e w o m en h ad m ost o f th eir fru its
a n d vegetab les stored a w a y fo r
w in ter. N o w th ey cou ld rela x and
en jo y the co ol S ep tem b er ev e
nings.
D.S. W a rn e r sa w C. O gan as
h e step ped from h is w agon . “Y o u
lo o k ed lik e y o u m ig h t n o t feel
w e ll,” W a rn er said to O gan after
th e y h ad greeted.
“M y so u l h a s b e en ch allen ged
b y a v is io n ,” O gan answ ered. “L a st
even in g G od app eared to m e. H e
w a s h o ld in g a large b a n n e r on
w h ic h w a s w ritte n , ‘P e ris h in g
S ou ls A t Stake.* Bro. W arn er, th e
C h u rch m u s t d o m ore to h elp
p erish in g sou ls escape th e fla m es
o f h ell!”
“M y so u l is also b u rd en ed w ith
a n a w fu l sen se o f perish in g souls
a t sta k e,” W a rn er answ ered. “In
a b o u t a ll th e m eetin gs th is fall th e
sam e grea t b u rden h a s com e upon
o u r souls fo r m en a n d w om en o f
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G od to g o forth a n d h o ld u p th e
ligh t o f H is savin g tru th .”
W h a t a solem n fe elin g settled
over th e m eeting. W a rn er plead ed
fo r w o rk ers to go in to th e vin eyard
o f the Lord. H e said, “O h y e th a t
h a ve th e rea l fire o f G od in y o u r
souls, can y o u ta rry a t h om e to
w a tch a fe w ea rth ly effects, w h en
th ere is su ch a sore fa m in e in all
th e lan d? Y o u w h o h a ve fou n d th e
tru e sa lva tion o f C h rist J esu s are
th e o n ly on es th a t ca n b rin g th e
livin g b rea d to others.
“M essages, lea rn ed in college
w ill n o t do. B ab ylon p riests a re
fu ll o f darkness. T h e y ca n n o t do
th e jo b a sa in t fu ll o f lig h t ca n do.
Oh, h o w sad th is w o rld w ith no
G osp el b u t th e w re tc h ed s tu ff
g iven b y B ab ylon ian priests!
“S ou ls are d yin g a ll around.
O h! I f y o u h a ve a n y gra titu d e in
y o u r h earts fo r w h a t C h rist h a s
don e fo r you , go a n d te ll others.
S om e w ill su rely receive th e jo y fu l
tidings. M o st everyw h ere th ere
a re a t lea st on e or tw o h on est
sou ls w h o lon g fo r th e lig h t
“C an Y O U sta y a t h o m e w o rk 
in g fo r th e sord id d u st o f th e ea rth

The Rich Man Perished
L u k e 16:19-28
19 There w as a certain rich man,
which...fared sum ptuously every
day:
20 And there w as a certain beggar
named Lazarus, w hich w as laid at
his gate, full o f sores,
21 And desiring to be fed w ith the
crum bs which fell from the rich
m an’s table:...
22 And... the beggar died, and... the
rich m an also died, and was bu r
ied:
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes,
being in torm ents,...
2 4 And he cried... Father Abraham,
h ave m ercy on m e, and send
Lazarus, that he m ay dip the tip o f
his finger in water, and cool m y
tongue; for I am torm ented in this
flame.
25-26 B u t A b r a h a m s a id ,...
between us and you there is a great
g u lf fixed: so that they which would
pass from hence to you cannot:
neither can they pass to us, that
w ould com e from thence.
27 Then he said, I pray thee...
send him to m y father’s house:
28 For I have five brethren: that
he m ay testify unto them , lest they
also com e into this place o f tor
ment.
L u k e 13:2-5
2 And Jesus answering said unto
th em , S u p p o se y e th a t th e s e
Galilaeans w ere sinners above all
2

the Galilseans, because they su f
fered such things?
3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
4 O r those eighteen, upon w hom
the tow er in Siloam fell, and slew
them, think ye that they w ere sin 
ners above all m en that dw elt in
Jerusalem ?
5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

T h e M essage: W e m u s t sh are th e
g o sp el w ith ou r fa m ily , frie n d s ,
n e igh b o rs and stra n ge rs so t h e y
w ill n o t perish .

Q u estion s:
1. Did both the rich m an and
Lazarus die?
2. W here w as the rich m an after he
died?
3. W here w as Lazarus after he
died?
4. W hat did the rich m an w ant
Lazarus to do?
5. Could Abraham or Lazarus help
the rich man?
6. W ere the Galilaeans sinners
above others?
7. On how m any did the tow er o f
Siloam fall?
8. Did this happen because they
w ere terrible sinners?
9. W hat w ill happen to all who do
not repent?
Verse to Mem orize
...Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be
damned.
Mark 16:15-16.

L et's
Talk

...

“Please, Father Abraham, please
send Lazarus to bring me one drop of
water to cool my tongue,” said the
rich man. He was in hell and he
thought ju st one drop would feel so
good.
Abraham answered sadly, “He
cannot come to help you. There is a
great gulf between you and us. No
one from here can go where you are,
neither can anyone from you come
here.”
"I am so tormented in this flame,”
the rich man said.
“Remember,” Abraham said, “you
had a beautiful home, plenty to eat
and fine clothing to wear. Lazarus lay
in the dirt by your gate. He was so
hungry he would have appreciated
even your crumbs. You ignored him,
but the dogs had compassion and
cleaned his sores. Now he has com
fort and you...”
“I know, I know, but please, send
him back to my father’s house to
warn my five brothers so they won’t
do as I have done.”
“Your brothers have God’s com
mandments which Moses wrote. They
have all the warning o f the prophets.
They can be saved if they obey what
the prophets and Moses said.”
“T h a t’s n o t en ou gh , F ath er
Abraham, but if someone came back
from the dead and told them how
awful this torment is, they would
change their ways.”
“It isn’t true,” Abraham said.
“Those who will not obey God’s com
mandments that they know, will not

listen to someone who has died and
is alive again.”
The rich man had his chance to
do right and be at peace after death.
He had God’s Word and could have
obeyed it. He did not, so his soul
perished.
There are many other souls about
to perish ju st as the rich man. There
are also many others who have not
had an opportunity to know God and
obey His commandments. We must
do all we can to help souls be at peace
with God. Then they will be at peace
after death as Lazarus was.
Some do not have God’s Word.
There are thousands o f languages in
which the Bible has not been printed.
Maybe the Lord wants you to be a
Bible translator. Thousands o f oth
ers do not have a Bible although
there are Bibles printed in their lan
guage. What are you doing to help
others have a Bible?
There are thousands o f people
who have a Bible but are not reading
or obeying it. What are you doing to
encourage your friends and neigh
bors to read and obey God’s Word?
There are still others who have been
misguided and are sinning and think
ing they are fine. What are you doing
to help these people see the dangers
in how they are living?
Every saved person should be
helping someone else know Jesus as
their personal Savior. You may begin
helping others by praying for some
one who is not saved. You may tell
your friends about how Jesus is blessingyou. (Perhaps you lost something
and He helped you to find it. Maybe
you asked Jesus to help you make a
good grade.) Being kind and helpful
will help them see how Jesus is work
ing in you. If you love Jesus with all
your heart, it will show and others
will realize you have something they
need. Do every day what Jesus would
do and you will be helping others to
not perish.
— Charlotte Huskey
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a n d le t th em perish ? Oh, fly to th e
rescu e, d o n ’t delay; b rin g th e
n eed y to J es u s C h rist!”
H e a rts w e re m elted . W h e n
W a rn er fin ish ed preaching, m an y
fled to th e altar. T h e y cried. T h e y
prayed. T h e y la id everyth in g a t
J e s u s ’ fe et. T h e ir liv e s , t h e ir
hom es, th eir jo b s, th eir farm s w ere
p laced on th e alta r fo r G od to use
as H e w an ted .
“G od h a s co m m ission ed m e to
go in to h is vin ey a rd ,” Bro. O gan
testified. “I a m break in g all earth ly
ties an d w ill b e g ivin g a ll m y tim e
to th e L o rd ’s w o rk .”
S everal w ere ca lled th at da y
a n d w e n t fo rth seek in g p erish in g
sou ls a t stake.
In th e evenin g, W a rn er w rote
in his diary:

September 19, 1885
“W e p ra y th a t a ll w h om th is
d a y con fessed the ca ll o f G od m ay
g o forw ard, les t th at ‘w oe is m e’ b e
u p on them , a n d p erish in g sou ls
b e lost fo r w h om th e b lessed S a v
io r d ied .”
T h e b le ss in g o f th is m eetin g
and the vis io n o f C. O gan o f Latty,
O hio, in sp ired D. S. W a rn er to
w r ite th e w o rd s o f “P e ris h in g
S ou ls.” A .L. B yers w ro te the m u 
sic. T h e tu n e m a y b e u n fam iliar
b eca u se th e son g is n ot su n g o f
ten, b u t y o u ca n read th e w ords.
Y o u w ill fin d this son g on page
327 o f E vening Ligh t Songs.
— C h arlotte H u skey
(Information taken from: A. L. Byers,

Birth O f A Reformation, Faith Pub
lishing House. Rreprint from 1921.
p 391.)
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Says the banner o f Christ unfurled;
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P lea d in g in lo v e fo r help to save

|

I B lood-b ou gh t sinners all o ’ er the w orld . I
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Pershing souls at stake w e see,
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Y e t the S avio r has d ied fo r all;

I

I

G o and in vite them earnestly,

|

I

S om e w ill surely o b e y the call.

I
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Pershing souls at stake, g o tell

.
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W h at the S avior has don e fo r you;

■

I

H o w he redeem ed thy soul from hell,

|
■
!
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A n d is able to save them too.

|

Pershing souls at stake today,
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Can you tarry fo r earthly dross?

J

■

F ly to the rescue, d on ’ t delay,

I

|

Brigh the needy to Jesus’ cross.

|

■

C h o ru s :

■

I

Perishing souls at stake, m y brother,

_

■

W h at is all this w o rld beside?

•

I

Perishing souls at stake, m y brother,

I

|

F o r w h om the blessed S avior d ied;

|

|
■

Pershing souls, P erish in g souls,
O h, w h o w ill help to save the lost?

|
■

I___________________________________ I

(A nsw ers: 1. Y es. 2. H e w a s
in hell. 3. In A b ra h a m ’s b o 
som . 4. T o b rin g a drop o f
w a ter to cool h is tongue.
5. No. 6. No. 7. O n eighteen.
8. No. 9. T h e y w ill perish.)

______________________________
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Singing
Messages from God are often
learned through song. Many very
young children learn that Jesus loves
them from hearing the song, “Jesus
Loves Me. ” People who are not Chris
tians have learned much about
Jesus* birth by the songs they hear
every year around Christmastime.
Sometimes when a sermon will not
reach a heart to bring about change,
a song with the same message will.
God gives many messages in song to
His people.
Singing has been a way o f wor
shiping God since the early ages.
The Israelites sang praises to God
after they escaped drowning the Red
Sea (Exodus 15:1). W hen God in
structed Moses to teach the people
how to worship, He included sing
ing. The singers sang day and night
(I Chronicles 9:33). Deborah and
Barak sang o f God’s great goodness
after Jabin, king of Canaan, was
delivered into their hands (Judges
5:1-31). King David wrote many,
m any songs. These have been pre
served for us in the Book o f Psalms.
King Solomon wrote the Songs o f
Solomon, which illustrate the love o f
God for His church and the love a
Christian has for God. Jesus also
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sang with His disciples (Mark 14:26).
In prison, Paul and Silas sang praises
to God at midnight, then an earth
quake shook the prison doors open
(Acts 16:25). God’s W ord instructs
believers to sing. From the very be
ginning o f the Church o f God, sing
ing hymns has been a part o f w or
ship service.
In Am erica’s pioneer days, sing
ing was a great aide in the Church’s
outreach. Evangelists traveled in
horse-drawn wagons, boats, trains,
on horseback and by foot to spread
the truth. In 1886, Daniel S. W arner
organized a group o f young singers
who traveled with him for five years.
They were Nancy Kigar (soprano),
France Miller (alto), Barney E. W ar
ren (Bass) and Sarah Smith (high
tenor). Warner, when not occupied
with other duties, also sang tenor.
They sang wherever they went— in
the trains, train stations, cafes, ho
tels, boarding homes, in parks and
on street comers. They sang in the
horse-drawn wagons as they trav
eled from place to place.
W hen this group held their first
evangelical meeting at Walkerton,
Indiana, a theatrical group w as in
the town. Most of the town’s people
w ere flocking to the meeting and
only a few were going to the theater.

Singers Won the Battle
II C hronicles 20:12-24
12 O our God, wilt thou not judge
them? for we have no might against
this great company that cometh
against us; neither know we what to
do: but our eyes are upon thee.
13 And all Judah stood before the
Lord, with their little ones, their wives,
and their children.
14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah,...a Levite of the sons of
Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lord in
the midst of the congregation;
15 And he said, Hearken ye, all
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusa
lem, and thou king Jehoshaphat,
Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not
afraid nor dismayed by reason o f this
great multitude; for the battle is not
yours, but God’s.
16 To morrow go ye down against
them: behold, they come up by the
cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at
the end of the brook, before the
wilderness of Jeruel.
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this
battle: set yourselves, stand ye still,
and see the salvation o f the Lord...O
Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor
be dismayed; to m orrow go out
against them: for the Lord will be
with you.
18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his
head with his face to the ground: and
all Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem fell before the Lord, wor
shipping the Lord.
19 And the Levites,...stood up to
praise the Lord God o f Israel with a
loud voice on high.
2

20 And they rose early in the m orn
ing, and went forth into the wilder
ness of Tekoa: and as they went
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabit
ants o f Jerusalem; Believe in the
Lord your God, so shall ye be estab
lished; believe his prophets, so shall
ye prosper.
21 And when he had consulted with
the people, he appointed singers unto
the Lord,...that should praise the
beauty of holiness, as they went out
before the army, and to say, Praise
the Lord; for his mercy endureth for
ever.
22 And when they began to sing
and to p ra ise , the L ord set
ambushments against the children
of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir,
which were come against Judah;
and they were smitten.
23 For the children of Ammon and
Moab stood up against the inhabit
ants of mount Seir,...to slay and
destroy them: and when they had
made an end of the inhabitants of
Seir, every one helped to destroy
another.
24 And when Judah came toward
the watch tower in the wilderness,
they looked unto the multitude, and,
behold, they were dead bodies fallen
to the earth, and none escaped.
The Message: Singing is an im por
tant part o f our spiritual battles,
as it was an im portan t part o f this
battle.
(Look for “Questions” on page 3.)

Verse to M em orize:
Serve the Lord w ith gladness:
com e before his presence w ith
singing.
Psalms 100:2.

Let's
Talk

...

King Jehoshaphat prayed, “Oh,
God in heaven, in Thy hand is there
not power and might? And did You
not say when we cry unto Thee in our
trouble that Thou wilt hear and help?
Three nations are coming to destroy
us. Help! We have no might against
such a multitude of warriors.”
Jehoshaphat was king o f the small
nation o f Judah. He called his people
to come and pray for God’s help.
They came with their wives and chil
dren and were standing in silent
prayer pleading for God’s help as
their king prayed aloud.
God heard their humble cry and
sent His spirit on His servant,
Jahaziel. Jahaziel stood up and said,
“Listen, everyone. Do not be afraid
because o f this great multitude. The
battle is not yours, but God’s. T o
morrow you must go down against
them, but you will not need to fight.
Just stand still and see God save us.”
When King Jehoshaphat heard
this, he bowed his face to the ground.
Everyone, except the Levites, fell to
the ground in worship. The Levites
stood and praised God in loud voices.
On the w ay to the attack,
Jehoshaphat stopped and encour
aged the men. Then he appointed
singers to praise the beauty o f holi
ness and say, "Praise the Lord for His
mercy endureth forever.”
When the singers began to sing,
the enemy started attacking each
other and soon had destroyed them
selves.
Many battles have been won
through singing. The singing group

that accompanied Bro. Warner was a
powerful instrument in God’s hands.
Look for more adventures o f this
group and other songs they and their
friends have written in future Beaufi/uZWay papers. — Charlotte Huskey

Thefollowing song, written by Barney
Warren, is swig in many churches.

It Is Truly Wonderful
He pardoned my transgressions,
He sanctified my soul;
He honors my confessions,
Since by His blood I’m whole.
He brings me through affliction,
He leaves me not alone;
He’s with me in temptation,
He keeps me for His own.
He keeps me firm and faithful,
His love I do enjoy;
For this I shall be grateful
And live in His employ.
It is truly wonderful what the Lord
has done,
It is truly wonderful.
It is truly wonderful;
It is truly wonderful what the Lord
has done.
Glory to His name.
Questions:
1. Were the people afiraid to go against
the great company?
2. Where did they go for help?
3. Who would take charge o f the
battle?
4. In what two ways did the people
worship God?
5. How would the people be estab
lished?
6. Who did Jehoshaphat appoint to
go with the army?
7. What were the singers to say?
8. What happened when the singers
began to sing?
9. Who destroyed their enemies?

3

To attract more people to the the
ater, the theatrical group came to
the meeting place and played in
strumental music ju st outside the
building. Warner was having to shout
his sermon to be heard above the
music. Then he stopped abruptly
and said, “Sing a song.” Nancy Kigar
began singing and the others joined
her. The musicians left. The people
stayed and the service continued.
A t one time this singing group
traveled on The Floating B ethel It
w as a chapel boat built by George T.
Clayton and used on the Ohio River.
They stopped at most towns and
cities on both sides of the river. As
soon as the boat was safely an
chored the singers gathered on the
flat roof o f the cabin and sang. Great
crowds assembled and this gave a
fine opportunity to announce a meet
ing. Many congregations were raised
up in towns along the Ohio River.
Most o f the songs that this group
sang were new. They had messages
other hymns did not have. D.S.
W arner and his co-worker, J. C.
Fisher had ju st printed Songs o f
Victory. It contained 94 hymns w rit
ten mostly by W arner and Fisher.
During the five years o f traveling
with this singing group, W arner
wrote m any other songs. Barney
Warren arranged the tunes and har
mony for m any o f these. Barney and
many others in the church were also
writing songs at that time. fW. Dale
Oldham, in Our Church Musicians
says that Barney furnished the
Church with 7,000 songs.) These
early songwriters put Bible truths
into their songs. In this way the
truths o f God’s Word were sung as
well as preached. Fisher said in the
preface o f Songs o f Victory, “It is a
fact, well known,...that the hymns

o f the past fail to express the glori
ous light, and liberty, grace, truth
and power, the free and holy Church
has attained in this blessed evening
light. Hence the Lord has marvel
ously given us these new songs, that
w e may more fully sing the jo y and
victoiy we have in the Lord Jesus
Christ.” Most of these songs can be
found in Evening Light Songs.
Yes, hym ns in Evening Light
Songs have a message from God.
They were sung with inspiration o f
the Holy Spirit, and were daily con
versation in every community that
heard them. Let us sing them with
our whole heart, soul, mind and
strength.
— Charlotte Huskey

(Information taken from: Byers, Birth
O f A Reformation, Life and Labors o f
D.S. Warner, Faith Publishing House,
Guthrie OK. Reprinted from 1921
edition. Kathleen D. Buehler, Heav
enly Songs, Warner Press, Inc. Ander
son, Indiana, 1993. JohnW.V. Smith,

The Quest fo r Holiness and Unity,
Warner Press, Inc. Anderson, Ind.
1980. C.E. Brown, When the Trumpet
Sounded, The Warner Press, Ander
son, Indiana, 1951. W. Dale Oldham,
in “Our Church Musician” found in
The First Century edited by Barry L.
Callen, Warner Press, Inc. 1979, pp.
67 and 263.)
(Answers: 1. Yes. 2. To the Lord.
3. The Lord. 4. They bowed on
the ground, and stood up to
praise God. 5. By believing in
the Lord. 6. Singers. 7. “Praise
the Lord: for his mercy endureth
for ever.” 8. Th e Lord set
ambushments against the en
emy. 9. The enemies destroyed
themselves.)
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Who Will Suffer
With Jesus?
The song, “W ho W ill Suffer With
Jesus?” w as written in the winter o f
1889-90while Daniel S. Warner and
his company were traveling through
the southern United States on a
preaching tour. The oldtime Meth
o d is ts and th e ir c irc u it-rid in g
preachers had educated the South
erners to believe that God expected
people to live holy. There were also
many ex-slaves who were deeply re
ligious. Although they had formed
separate congregations, most were
seeking God’s approval. It would
seem that u nder these circum 
stances that W arner’s preaching
would be readily accepted.
D.S. Warner, Barney E. Warren,
Nancy Kigar, Frances (Frankie) Miller
and Mother Sarah Smith, traveled
in a horse-drawn wagon into Missis
sippi. Near Meridian, they m et with
a holiness group led by W.W. Brad
ley and S. H. Bozeman. For many
years all Christians in this commu
nity worshiped in the same build
ing. But when Bradley and Bozeman
began teaching that, in order to be
saved, a person must live holy, they
were ordered out o f that church.
They built a small church house.
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Here Bro. W arner and his company
were invited to hold meetings.
They sang songs about people
living “Without Spot and Blameless.”
They sang of a “Church Trim phant,”
and o f divine healing. They testified
o f s in -fre e lives. B ro. W a rn e r
preached that raising, selling, chew
ing, spitting and puffing tobacco
was unholy. He preached against
racism. He loved the black people
and invited them to participate in
the service. This was beyond what
even the holiness group had taught.
Violence followed.
One evening as W arner and the
singing group w ere traveling to
church, they found a large tree block
ing the road to the meeting house.
The second evening, rocks and bricks
were hurled through the windows,
showering the congregation with
sharp, jagged pieces o f glass. Women
and children screamed. Some cried.
For a time confusion reigned. One
sharp rockblasted into Bro. Warner’s
face. Then he remembered how God
had spared him at another nearby
community when he had been pelted
with buck-shots which had missed
him and embedded themselves into
the wall behind the pulpit. Blood
from the wound trickled down his

52 And the disciples were filled with
joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 14:1-6

Paul And Barnabas
Suffer For Jesus
Acts 13:42-52
42 And when the Jews were gone out
of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought
that these words might be preached to
them the next sabbath.
43 Now when the congregation was
broken up, many of the Jews and reli
gious proselytes (new converts) followed
Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to
them, persuaded them to cornu iue in
the grace of God.
44 And the next sabbath day came
almost the whole city together to hear
the word of God.
45 But when the Jews saw the multi
tudes, they were filled with envy, and
spake against those things which were
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blas
pheming.
46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed
bold, and said. It was necessaiy that
the word of God should first have been
spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gen
tiles.
47 For so hath the Lord commanded
us, saying, I have set thee to be a light
of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be
for salvation unto the ends of the earth.
48 And when the Gentiles heard this,
they were glad, and glorified the word of
the Lord: and as many as were ordained
to eternal life believed.
49 And the word of the Lord was pub
lished throughout all the region.
50 But the Jews stirred up the devout
and honourable women, and the chief
men of the city, and raised persecution
against Paul and Barnabas, and ex
pelled them out of their coasts.
51 But they shook off the dust of their
feet against them, and came unto
Iconium.
2

1 And it came to pass in Iconium,
that they went both together into the
synagogue of the Jews, and so spake,
that a great multitude both of the Jews
and also of the Greeks believed.
2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred
up the Gentiles, and made their minds
evil affected against the brethren.
3 Long time therefore abode they
speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave
testimony unto the word of his grace,
and granted signs and wonders to be
done by their hands.
4 But the multitude of the city was
divided: and part held with the Jews,
and part with the apostles.
5 And when there was an assault
made both of the Gentiles, and also of
the Jews with their rulers, to use them
despitefully, and to stone them,
6 They were ware of it, and fled unto
Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia,
and unto the region that lieth round
about:

The Message: Every Christian must
be willing to suffer for Jesus.
Questions:
1. Who wanted to hear Paul and
Barnabas preach?
2. Who encouraged Paul and Barnabas
to continue in the grace of God?
3. Why did the Jews envy the apostles?
4. Why did the apostles turn to the
Gentiles?
5. After the persecution, who was
happy?
6. Who stirred up the Gentiles minds
against the apostles?
7. Did the apostles speak boldly for a
long time?
8. Who was assaulted because they
preached Christ?
9. Did the apostles continue preach
ing?

Verse to M em orize
I f we suffer, we shall also reign
w ith him : i f we deny him, he
also w ill deny us.
H T im oth y 2:12.

L e t’s
Talk . .

.

From the beginning of Christian
ity, the people o f God have been mis
understood and persecuted by the
world. Just before Jesus died, He said
to His disciples, “If the world hate you,
you know that it hated me before it
hated you. If you were o f the world, the
world would love his own: but because
you are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you.” (John 15:1819.)
The apostles, Paul and Barnabas,
had trouble everywhere they preached,
and the religious people were the ones
who lit the fire of persecution against
them.
The first time Paul and his com
pany preached in Antioch, the people
loved it. The following Sabbath almost
the whole city came to hear them, but
when the temple leaders saw it, they
were filled with envy and began right
away talking against the disciples and
trying to confuse the people. Some
people accepted these arguments of
the Jews, but many others clung to the
Word which Paul preached. While the
religious leaders tried in vain to stop
the spread of the Gospel, believers
shared it with others and soon it was
published in the whole region. When
every attempt to stop their preaching
failed, the temple leaders influenced
the people in authority to force the
disciples to leave town.
This did not stop the disciples from
spreading God’s Word. Promptly they
went to Iconium and began preaching.
There a great multitude believed in
Jesus. Again when the religious Jews
saw it, they caused some of the new
believers to think evil of Paul and

Barnabas. Soon there was a division
among the people. Some were with the
Jews, and some with the apostles. The
true believers were assaulted and
threatened with stones, so Paul and
his company escaped into Lycaonia.
They preached at Lystra and Derbe.
Paul and Barnabas suffered for
Jesus. The song we are learning about
today asks, “Who will suffer with
Jesus?” The author, D. S. Warner,
and his singing group suffered for
Him, but they were not the only ones.
During this same time, in the same
area, J. E. Forest began preaching
unity o f all believers regardless o f skin
color. He traveled in twenty-one states
and preached under brush arbors, in
streets, cabins, theaters and on creek
banks. While preaching to blacks in
Sanderville, Georgia, he was arrested.
At that time integration o f blacks and
whites was not accepted by society.
Fearlessly Bro. Forest returned to the
church and preached again to his
beloved black brethren. The evening
service was a most glorious one! After
the meeting, however, Bro. Forest was
taken by his shirt collar, shaken,
kicked and loaded onto a freight train
and sent out of town on the midnight
train. His work did much good for the
southern people.
Have you suffered for Jesus? Are
you willing to suffer for Jesus? If you
are, there is a reward waiting for you.
Let us all be willing to suffer for Jesus.
Daniel Sidney Warner wrote many
songs and poems. More than seventy
of his songs have been included in
Evening Light Songs, which is used in
many congregations today. Each song
was inspired by our heavenly Father
and contains a special message. The
message of “Who Will Suffer With
Jesus?" forces the reader to examine
himself. It was first printed in 1893 in
Echoes From Glory. It is on page 241
in the Evening Light Songs. (Look for
this song on page four of today’s les
son.)
—Charlotte Huskey
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cheek as he continued preaching.
Another evening they arrived for ser
vice and found the church house
locked. They promptly began sing
ing. When the people arrived. Warner
preached in front of the building in
the moonlight.
As the meeting progressed the
violence increased. A terrible storm
settled on the area one afternoon,
keeping them from going to the meet
ing house. Later they discover a
disguised group had been hiding in
the building waiting for the mem
bers to arrive. The evangelistic team
was staying at the home of J. M.
Smith. A mob of 75 to 100 men
armed with guns gathered around
the Smith’s home one night. Warner
was captured and beaten but he
managed to escape and hide in the
dark woods. The mob circled around
the house shouting insults and
shooting guns into the air. The horses
neighed in protest and the group
inside prayed. At midnight the an
gry men, some ex-convicts, shot their
guns in unison and raced away into
the darkness.
Bro. W arner wrote in his diary,
that the mob actions “mimicked the
din of war." But having been a sol
dier and now a soldier with a most
powerful Captain, he did not take
flight as they had hoped. Instead the
meeting continued and he wrote the
words of the beautiful song, “Who
Will Suffer With Jesus?"
Ludolph Schroeder wrote a tune
for the song, and B.E. Warren added
harmony.
D espite this op p osition the
Church continued to grow. Out of
this tum ultuous beginning five
strong Church of God congregations
developed in Meridian and the sur
rounding area. Perhaps you know

someone from this area or someone
whose grandparents attended one
of those churches.
— Charlotte Huskey
(Answers: 1. The Gentiles. 2. Many
of the Jews and their new con
verts. 3. Because many people
wanted to hear them preach. 4.
Because the Jews were unwor
thy. 5. Paul and Barnabas. 6. The
unbelieving Jews. 7. Yes. 8. Paul
and Barnabas. 9. Yes.)

Who Will Suffer
With Jesus
Who will suffer with the Savior,
Take the little that remains
Of the cup of tribulation
Jesus drank in dying pains?
Who will offer soul and body
On the altar of our God?
Leaving self and worldly mammon,
Take the path that Jesus trod?
Who will suffer for the gospel,
Follow Christ without the gate?
Take the martyrs for example,
With them glory at the stake?
Oh, for consecrated service,
’Mid the din of babel strife!
Who will dare the truth to herald.
At the peril of his life?
Soon the conflict will be over,
Crowns await the firm and pure;
Forward, brethren, work and suffer,
Faithful to the end endure.
Chorus
Lord we fellowship thy passion,
Gladly suffer shame and loss;
With thy blessing pain is pleasure,
We will glory in thy cross.
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Sing It Again
“Will you please sing more?” was
the question that came from the crowd
who was listening through the open
door of the wood framed hotel in St.
James, Missouri. Although it was early
morning, men in bibbed overalls and
women in long skirts had already come
into town—perhaps to avoid the blis
tering July sun.
“When breakfast is finished, we will
sing foryou in the parlor,” said Warner,
a middle-aged man dressed in a long
tail coat, the ministerial garb of 1880.
After breakfast, Warner and his
singing group, Barney Warren, Nancy
Kiger, Francis Miller, and Mother Sa
rah Smith sang. The crowd kept grow
ing until the hotel lobby and adjoining
parlors were filled. Each time the group
stopped singing, someone shouted,
"Sing again.” So they sang, and sang,
and sang.
After they were exhausted, Warner
said, “Now let us worship God." He
opened his Bible and read. Then he
invited everyone to bow and pray. There
was hardly room for everyone to bow,
but some did.
Soon after prayer a stranger ap
peared. “Why all the people around
here?” he asked.
“Your people have come,” a man
answered. “I never heard such sing
ing.”
The newcomer worked his way
through the crowd and extended his

__
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hand to Warner. “I’m J. H. Morrison,
I've come to take you to a camp ground
on the Merrimac River where we will
have the meeting. It’s about ten miles
away.”
“How about giving us a meeting
here!” several shouted at the same time.
The hotel owner stepped forward,
T il keep you as long as you will stay.”
Another man spoke, “Let’s see if we
can use the Methodist church build
ing.”
The Methodist pastor had come to
the hotel “to see about the Pentecost
fire that had come to town.”1
They asked to use his building. He
answered, “I am starting a meeting
tonight.”
“Maybe we could get the rink. We’ll
have a crowd,” another suggested.
“Let us know so we can tell them
now, and they’ll get the word around.”
“Mm," Warner thought. “We’ll have
meeting here tonight," he answered.
Three or four women attended the
Methodist meeting, while Warner and
his group sang and preached in a large
hall crammed with listeners.
The following morning they headed
to the Merrimac River to set up camp.
C. C. Knight from Fulton, Illinois had
come with a tent and equipment. When
they arrived, a great host of saints
came out to meet them. “Praise God!”
Warner shouted.
“Praise God!” they answered as they
danced around like Indians doing a

Helping Others
Know Jesus
Word Meanings:
1. Prophesy is to s p e a k u n d e r

th e

a n o in tin g o j G od . in te s tim o n y , e x 
h o r ta tio n o r p re a c h in g .

2.

To

edify,

is to h e lp to u n d e rs ta n d

s p ir itu a l m a tte rs .

3. Tongues a re la n g u a g e s .
4. S ign ifica tion m e a n s h a s

^

- a n in g .

I Corinthians 14:3-7, 9-10, x2, 1416, 18-19, 23-28, 33
3 But he that prophesieth speaketh
unto men to edification, and exhorta
tion, and comfort.
4 He that speaketh in an unknown
tongue edifieth himself;...
5 ...Greater is he that prophesieth
than he that speaketh with tongues,
except he interpret, that the church
may receive edifying.
6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you
speaking with tongues, what shall I
profit you,...
7 And even things without life giv
ing sound, whether pipe or harp, ex
cept they give a distinction in the
sounds, how shall it be known what is
piped or harped?
9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by
the tongue words easy to be under
stood, how shall it be known what is
spoken?...
10 There are,...many kinds of voices
in the world, and none of them is
without signification.
12 Even so ye,...seek that ye may
excel to the edifying of the church.
14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue,
my spirit prayeth, but my understand
ing is unfruitful.
2

15 What is it then? I will pray with the
spirit, and I will pray with the under
standing also: I will sing with the
spirit, and I will sing with the under
standing also.
16 Else...howshall he that occupieth
the room of the unlearned say Amen at
thy giving of thanks, seeing he
understandeth not what thou sayest?
18 I thank my God, I speak with
tongues more than ye all:
19 Yet in the church I had rather
speak five words...that by my voice I
might teach others also, than ten thou
sand words in an unknown tongue.
23 If th erefore...a ll speak with
tongues, and there come in those that
are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they
not say that ye are mad (crazy)?
24 But if all prophesy, and there come
in one that believeth not. or one un
learned, he is convinced of all,...
25 And... the secrets of his heart made
manifest; and so falling down on his
face he will worship God, and report
that God is in you of a truth.
26 How is it then, brethren? ...Let all
things be done unto edifying.
27 If any man speak in an unknown
tongue, let it be by two, or at the most
by three, and that by course: and let
one interpret.
28 But if there be no interpreter, let
him keep silence in the church; and let
him speak to himself, and to God.
33 For God is not the author of con
fusion, but of peace, as in all churches
of the saints.

The Message: Church services must
be inspiring to the believer and con
vincing to the unbeliever.
(Look for “Questions” on page three.)

Verse to Memorize
...I will pray with the spirit,
and I will pray with the under
standing also: I will sing with
the spirit, and I will sing with
the understanding also.
I Corinthians 14:15.

Let's
Talk

...

The apostle Paul found in the
church o f Corinth the same prob
lem that Bro. W arner found in St.
J a m es, M issou ri. B ecau se the
apostle Paul had written about the
w ay he had handled the problems
among the Corinthians, w e have an
outline o f how to handle the same
kind o f problems. Bro. W arner read
Paul’s instructions to the Corin
thians to the St. James congrega
tion in Missouri.
W hat did the apostle Paul say
about speaking in tongues?
First he identified tongues as
being languages. He said, “There
are many kinds o f voices (speech) in
the world but none o f them is with
out signification or meaning. Paul
did not classify a gibber to be a
tongue. The person who spoke the
tongue was supposed to understand
it. “He that speaketh in a unknown
to n g u e e d ifie th h im s e lf.” (I
Corinthians 14:4.) I f he is edifying
himself, he is understanding what
he is saying.
Secondly, the apostle Paul said
it was of little importance in the
church service. “I thank my God, I
speak with tongues more than ye
all: Y et in the church I had rather
speak five words...that by my voice
I m ight teach others also, than ten
thousand words in an unknown
tongue.” (I Corinthians 14:18-19.)
Third, He said it did not help
unbelievers because they could not
u n d ersta n d . I f u n d ersta n d ab le
w ords are spoken in church, the

unbeliever could be convinced and
fall down on his face and worship
God, and say “God is in you.” That is
what the unbelievers said o f the
saints near St. Jam es after they
repented and stopped their strange
actions.
Fourth, the apostle Paul said that
speaking tongues in church service
caused confusion and that God was
“not the author o f confusion."
There was a great deal of confu
sion in the Corinthian church. Much
o f the confusion was eliminated af
ter they quit speaking in tongues.
Be careful and don’t be confused
about this question. Tongues are
languages and should be used to
help the persons who understand
that particular language. It is never
to be used as a sign that a person is
filled with the Holy Spirit. Whether
or not a person is filled with the Holy
Spirit w ill be shown by the person’s
actions— the way he or she talks, the
places he goes, the kind o f books he
reads, the games he plays and the
choice o f clothing. Being filled with
the Holy Ghost will cause congrega
tions to be good examples in their
community.
— Charlotte Huskey
Questions:
1. What is the purpose o f prophesy
ing or speaking in a church?
2. Who is being edified if unknown
tongues (languages) are spoken?
3. Is it best to prophesy or speak in an
unknown tongue?
4. Do all things need a distinction of
sound?
5. Does all speech in the world have
meaning?
6. What should Christians try to do?
7. How should a believer pray?
8. How should saints sing?
9. What does the unbeliever say about
people who speak in tongues?
10. God is not the author of__________.
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war dance. Some were hopping on one
leg, some rolling their eyes, others gib
bering or jerking, some fell down and
were unable to move. “What is this?"
Warner questioned.
“The gift of tongues is upon us,” one
exclaimed joyfully.
Warner had only seen such actions
in persons possessed by the devil. As
soon as possible he found a place in the
woods and talked to God about it. God
showed him the people were not pos
sessed, but simply did not have a full
understanding of the Bible.
While preaching that night Warner
read I Corinthians, chapters 12,13and
14 and said, “The love of God does not
behave unseemingly—jerking, dancing
and hopping. This is confusion, and
God is not the author of confusion.
Neither is the gift of tongues of general
usefulness...to edify the church. (Ev
eryone here speaks the same language.)
Persons having this gift should keep
silent or speak to himself. Five words
with understanding is better than
10,000 in an unknown tongue. The
only times spasmodic jerking is men
tioned in the Bible is as a manifestation
of evil spirits.”
The people were shocked. Then one
after another began confessing that joy
and true faith began to leave them from
the time they received the jerks. Nearly
all who were affected by this spirit were
delivered that night.
Satan was furious. He stirred up an
armed masked mob. They swept into
the camp after the workers were asleep.
Warner, knowing they would try to kill
him, quickly slipped on a dress and
bonnet and escaped to the home of
J. M. Pierson. The mob tore up the
tents and loaded everybody and every
thing connected with the meeting onto
wagons and sent them off the camp
ground.
The following day several met in a
home and God manifested Himself by
healing. Warner joined his group two
days later, and they went back to St.
James where they had sung in the

hotel. There they preached and sang to
crowds of attentive listeners. Warner
wrote the hymn, “Sing It Again” on a
scrap of paper. Barney fitted it with a
lively tune.
After the meeting, they traveled to
Jefferson City in Morrison’s wagon.
They practiced the new song until it
was mastered. That evening, while wait
ing for their train, they sang the new
song. There had not been another per
son in the station, but almost before
they were aware of it, several people
had come in to listen. After singing
several other songs, Bro. Warner
stepped forward and said, “I suppose a
little of the Word would be in order.” He
then preached and invited sinners to
be saved. Many times people were saved
in such meetings.
“Sing It Again" has been sung by
thousands and thousands of people for
the past 100 years, and is still a bless
ing. Can you feel a blessing when you
sing it?
—Charlotte Huskey
(Information taken from: Byers, BirthOf
A Reformation, Life and Labors o f D.S.
Warner, Faith Publishing House,
Guthrie OK. Reprinted from 1921, pp.
353-358, & 364. C.E. Brown, When the
Trumpet Sounded, The Warner Press,
Anderson, Indiana, 1951, pp. 137-140.
John A. Morrison, Excitement In The
Ozarks found in The First Century ed
ited by Barry L. Callen, Warner Press,
Inc. 1979, pp. 184-194. Axchie A.
Bolitho, To The Chief Singer, Gospel
Trumpet Company, Anderson, IN, 1942,
pp. 17-18, 49-50 & 149-152.)
(Answers: 1. It is to help people
understand spiritu al things.
2. Only the person speaking. 3. To
prophesy. 4. Yes. 5. Yes. 6. They
should help others understand
spiritual thingsbetter. 7. He should
pray with the spirit and with un
derstanding. 8. They should sing
with the spirit and sing with un
derstanding. 9. He may say they
are crazy. 10. Confusion.)
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The Power Of A Song
“Brother Warren, will you be our
evangelist at the camp meeting in
Mount Sterling, Kentucky?" asked
the brother in charge of the meeting.
“Yes, I believe I could come,” War
ren answered.
“You can come on the train to
Mount Sterling and I will pick you up
there. The camp meeting is about
thirteen miles out o f town.”
“Lord willing, I will be there, Sat
urday afternoon,” Warren promised.
“Good.”
When it was time for the camp
meeting Warren started for Mount
Sterling. He arrived at eleven in the
evening. There was no one to meet
him, so he walked to a nearby hotel.
The following morning he went back
to the station, put his suitcase on his
lap for a desk and began studying his
Bible and writing.
Before long he heard a man say,
“Are you Brother Barney Warren?”
“Yes, I am,” he said as he arose
and shook the man’s hand.
“Did you come in on the late train
yesterday?"
“Yes, I did. My train missed con
nections with the two earlier trains."
“I’m sorry,” he said. “I met both of
them but couldn’t wait for the last
one."
“We are very glad you came. It is
too late now to get to the camp ground
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for afternoon service, so if it is all right
with you, I will take you to visit a sick
girl. She and her mother will be happy
to have you. The brethren have been
teaching them and praying for them.”
Warren felt good about the idea,
so they went. After being introduced
to the mother, she took them into the
girl’s room. The young lady could not
move. She lay in a twisted unmovable
heap. Both her arms and legs were
drawn up tightly against her body. A
mosquito net protected her from flies
and other insects. She looked up and
smiled with her eyes.
“She has been like this for many
months,” the mother said. “I was
forced to leave my job so I could nurse
her. The brethren and town folks,
however, have brought in food and
other things we needed. Almost ev
eryone in town knows her condition.”
Warren read to the young lady
about Jesus healing all who came to
Him. Then for the next two hours, he
told her about many people that he
had seen healed. By this time, the
mother had lunch ready and invited
the men into the dining room where
they ate.
When they returned to the girl’s
bedside, Warren told her o f the heal
ing o f the lame man who lay at the
temple gate. When he quoted, “Silver
and gold have I none; but such as I

A Lame Man is Healed
Acts 3 :1>13, 16, 19
1 Now Peter and John went up
together into the temple at the hour of
prayer, being the ninth hour.
2 And a certain man lame from his
mother’s womb was carried, whom
they laid daily at the gate o f the
temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms o f them that enter 'd into
the temple;
3 Who seeing Peter and John about
to go into the temple asked an alms.
4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon
him with John, said, Look on us.
5 And he gave heed unto them,
expecting to receive something of
them.
6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give I
thee: In the name o f Jesus Christ o f
Nazareth rise up and walk.
7 And he took him by the right
hand, and lifted him up: and immedi
ately his feet and ankle bones re
ceived strength.
8 And he leaping up stood, and
walked, and entered with them into
the temple, walking, and leaping, and
praising God.
9 And all the people saw him walk
ing and praising God:
10 And they knew that it was he
which sat for alms at the Beautiful
gate of the temple: and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at
that which had happened unto him.
11 And as the lame man which was
healed held Peter and John, all the
people rein together unto them in the
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porch thatis called Solomon's, greatly
wondering.
12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of
Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why
look ye so earnestly on us, as though
by our own power or holiness we had
made this man to walk?
13 The...God of our fathers, hath
glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye de
livered up,...
16 And...through faith in his name
hath made this man strong, whom ye
see and know:...
19 Repent ye therefore, and be con
verted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times o f refreshing
shall come from the presence o f the
Lord.

The Message: Faith in Jesus’ name
can bring healing.
Questions:
1. Who went into the temple at the
hour o f prayer?
2. Who laid each day at the temple
gate?
3. What did the lame man ask of
Peter and John?
4. How did Peter answer the lame
man?
5. What happened when Peter lifted
the lame man?
6. What did the lame man do after
being healed?
7. Who saw the lame man walking?
8. Did the people believe that Peter
and John healed the lame man?
9. By whom was the lame man
healed?

Verse to Memorize
...The whole multitude sought
to touch him: for there went
virtue out o f him, and healed
them all.
Luke 6:19.

Talk

...

“J e s u s is h e a lin g e v ery o n e
brought to Him. Isn’t that great?”
the people in Jerusalem said to
each other.
Can you im agine being healed
every tim e you are sick? People
w ould have no m ore doctor, m edi
cal or hospital bills. Everyone would
like that. In Jesus’ time, ju st as
today, som etim es people spent all
their m oney trying to keep their
fam ily well. Rem em ber the story
about the w om an who touched the
b ord er o f J esu s’ robe and w as
healed? She had been sick for twelve
years and spent all her living on
physicians. (Luke 8:43-48.) For
three and one-half years, Jesus had
healed everyone who came to Him.
Things w ere different now. Jesus
had been killed. No one had been
healed since He died two months
ago. H ow sad!
For years the lame beggar sat
begging near the tem ple gate. One
day Peter and John were going into
the tem ple and he begged them for
money. “I haven’t any gold or sil
ver,” Peter said, “but what I have I
will give to you. Rise up and w alk.”
Grasping the beggar’s hand, he lifted
him up and the m an w ent leaping
and shouting into the temple.
M en, w o m e n a n d c h ild r e n
dashed through the temple to see
the healed man. “W hat has hap
pened?” they asked.
“Don’t look at us,” Peter said.
“W e didn’t heal the lame man. Jesus,

whom you crucified, healed the lam e
m an.”
“Jesus? But H e is dead.”
“He is alive,” Peter said.
How happy and frightened the
people m ust have been to know
Jesus w as alive again. Som e had
cried, “C ru c ify J es u s , g iv e u s
Barabbas.” Others had been afraid
to say anything and in this w ay
were also guilty o f Jesus’ death.
Perhaps they w ere afraid som ething
m ight happen to them now that
Jesus w as alive.
Peter gave hope. H e said, “Re
pent and be converted (saved) and
you r sins w ill be blotted out.”
From that time, Jesus healed
many, m any sick people. He w orked
m ightily through His apostles and
disciples. Som etim es people w ere
healed i f only Peter’s shadowpassed
over them. Others w ere healed by
applying a handkerchief that the
disciples had anointed and prayed
over.
Jesus is healing the sick today.
W hen you are sick, call for the
m inisters o f your congregation and
ask them to pray for you.
— Charlotte Huskey

O Lord, Thou
Healest Me!
Where shall we look for help in
affliction?
Or wither shall we send?
“The prayer of faith will save,”
it is written
T is truth till time shall end.
O Christ, thou art my perfect
Physician,
Thy faith now makes me whole;
Thy healing touch pervadeth my
body,
And thrills with jo y my soul.
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have give I unto thee,” her face bright
ened like a light.
Then Barney Warren burst into
singing:
“I am healed, I know I am,
I am healed this very hour;
For my Jesus says I am.
And I feel his mighty pow’r."
Suddenly he knew in his heart
that she would be healed. No, not
would be healed, but mas healed. He
stood, threw back the mosquito net
and said, “Give me your hand, Sis
ter.” She tried, but could not move.
“You can do it, Sister. The lame man
at the temple gate stood up and ran.
He had never stood or walked before.”
Warren reached his hand closer to
hers.
In a flash, she put out her hand
and clasped his. At the same moment
her legs straightened. With the free
hand she threw off the covers, then
slid out o f bed. Jerking loose from
Warren, she ran shouting into the
kitchen where her mother was wash
ing the dinner dishes.
Warren scurried out the other
door. A man standing by the wagon
that was to take them to camp meet
ing looked at him strangely as if he
was seeing a ghost. “Do you know Bell
Elem?” he asked the man.
“Well, yes, we supply her with
ice," he said.
“Well, she is running all over the
house." The man looked as if he
thought Warren was crazy. “Just go
in and look, if you don’t believe me."
When they told the story at the
camp ground, Brother Richardson
drove into town and got permission to
have a meeting on the courthouse
steps. The day of the meeting hap
pened to be court day and people
from many miles around were in town.
The saints began singing and the
square soon filled with people. They
kept asking for songs for at least an

hour. Warren then preached a short
message and told about Bell Elem’s
healing. Half the town had seen her
condition and they almost mobbed
him in their eagerness to get the
details.
The newspaper reporters pub
lished the story. Other papers, as far
away as the Atlantic coast cities, re
printed the story.
If you have been at a healing ser
vice you have probably heard the
song he sang. You can find it on page
309 in the Evening Light Songs. Sing
it now.
— Charlotte Huskey

I Am Healed
With afflictions great and sore,
As if bound by Satan’s hand,
For thy healing mercy to implore,
Lord, I came at thy command.
Tho’ my faith was very weak,
Jesus said so sweet and kind,
I will surely heal you ev’ry whit,
And will break the chains that bind.
Then his proffered hand I took,
And the vict’iy soon was won,
I received the perfect healing touch,
And the work was quickly done.
Chorus
I am healed, I know I am,
I am healed this very hour;
For my Jesus says I am,
And I feel his mighty pow’r.
(Answers: 1. Peter and John. 2. A
lame mein. 3. He asked alms.
4. Peter said, “Silver and gold
have I none, but such as I have
give I thee." 5. The lame man’s
feet and ankle bones received
strength. 6. He entered the temple
walking, leaping and praising
| God. 7. All the people in the
| temple. 8. Yes. 9. By Jesus.)
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“ W e ll, the m ajestic French steam er Ville
de H avre w ill b e le a v in g fo r France in e arly

“ M y yo u lo o k h a p p y to d a y ,” M rs.
S p a ffo rd said to her husband, H oratio.

O ctober. T h a t w ou ld g e t us there in tim e,” M r.
S pafford said. S o tickets w e re bought.

“ I am happy. I have everyth in g I want—

T h e re w e re m any things to d o b efo re the

a d evo ted w ife , a son, fou r lo v e ly daughters,

trip, one o f w hich was b u yin g and sew in g n ew

a successful business and a beautiful home.

clothes. M r. S pa fford purchased a cou ple o f

A n d I liv e in C h ica go , the lum ber capital o f
the w o rld .”
“ Y e s this is ‘ w o o d c ity .’ N e a rly e ve ry 
thing is m ade o f w o o d , its huge grain e lev a 
tors and factories, hospitals, churches, man
sions, huts and even its streets,” M rs. S pafford
added. “ So business is lo o k in g go o d ? ”

n ew outfits fo r h im self. M rs. S p a fford and the
girls checked their w ardrobe and began sew 
in g dresses and undergarments.
W h en the s ew in g was finished and they
w e re packin g the trunk, a fire b roke out in
C h icago. H istorians b e lie v e w hat is n o w

“ Y e s , things cou ldn ’ t lo o k better.”

know n as the C h icago F ire was started when

“ T h a t’ s right. A n d thanks to M o o d y and

M rs. Patrick O ’ L e a ry ’ s c o w k ick ed o v e r a

the Lo rd , our children are all saved now.

ligh ted lantern. “ Fanned b y strong w inds, the

T h e re isn’ t a clou d in our sky.”
“ N o t one,” h e agreed. T h e n he kissed his
w ife and they laughed together.
W ee k s later a dark clou d o f sickness
cam e to their hom e. It settled o v e r their on ly

flam es raced north and east through the city.
T h e y leaped across the riv er and chased panicstricken fam ilies fle e in g north tow ard L in 
coln Park. Hundreds o f Other fam ilies fle d
into the chilled waters o f L a k e M ich igan .

son. N o w instead o f laughing together, they

T h e fir e ra ged throu gh C h ic a g o fo r

w ere c ryin g and p rayin g together. O ften M r.

tw en ty-fou r hours. Since m ost everythin g was

S p a ffo rd w ou ld say to his fa m ily , “ W e k now

m ade o f w o o d it burnt lik e kindling. T h e huge

that all things w o rk together fo r g o o d to them
that lo v e G o d ...w e just h ave to submit to
G o d ’ s plan.” Soon, though, the L o rd took the
you n g b o y to his heavenly home. M r. S pafford
tried often to com fo rt his w ife and girls, but
they cou ldn’ t keep fro m g rievin g .
“ M a y b e gettin g aw ay fo r a vacation w ill

gra in e le v a to r s and fa c to rie s , h osp ita ls,
churches, mansions, huts and e ven the streets
all w ent up in sm oke. W h en it was fin a lly
under control, the largest city in Illin o is was a
p ile o f ashes. A t least 300 p eo p le w e re dead
and 90,000 hom eless.

help,” M r. S pa fford suggested. “ I hear M r.

T h e S pafford s thanked G o d their fa m ily

M o o d y w ill b e preaching in E ngland this fall.

was still a liv e , although th ey had lost their

L e t ’ s all g o and b e in his cam paign.”

wealth. T h e y d ecided M rs. S p a fford and the

“ It m ay b e just what w e need,” M rs.

girls should g o ahead to E ngland and g e t aw ay

S p a ffo rd agreed. “ H e has helped our fa m ily

fro m the suffering. M r. S p a fford w ou ld com e

greatly.”

as soon as h e could.

20 T h en J ob arose, and ren t his

Job Says, “It Is Well”
Job 1:14-22
14 A nd there cam e a m essen ger
unto Job, and said, T h e oxen w ere
plowing, and the asses feeding
beside them :
15 A nd the Sabean s fell upon
them, and took them away; yea,
they have slain the servants w ith
the edge o f the sword; anci , only
am escaped alone t o t e l l thee.
16 W hile he w as y e t speaking,
there cam e also another, and said,
T h e fire o f God is fa llen from
heaven, and hath b u rn ed up the
sheep, and the servants, and con 
sum ed them ; and I on ly am e s 
caped alone to tell thee.
17 W hile he w as y et speaking,
there cam e also another, and said,
Th e C haldeans m ade ou t three
bands, and fell upon the cam els,
and have carried them away, yea,
and slain the servants w ith the
edge o f the sword; and I on ly am
escaped alone to tell thee.
18 W hile he w as y e t speaking,
there cam e also another, and said,
T h y sons and thy dau gh ters w ere
eating and drinking w in e in th eir
eldest broth er’s house:
19 And, behold, there cam e a
great w in d from the w ild ern ess,
and sm ote the fou r c o m e rs o f the
house, and it fell u pon the you n g
men, and they are dead; and I
only am escaped alon e to tell thee.
2

m antle, and sh aved his head, and
fell dow n u pon the grou n d, and
w orshipped,
21 A n d said, N ak ed cam e I ou t o f
m y m oth er’s w om b, and n a k ed
shall I return thith er: the Lord
gave, and the Lord h ath tak en
away; b lessed b e th e n a m e o f the
Lord.
22 In all this J o b sin n ed not, n or
ch arged G od foolishly.
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The Message: Job did not
count God foolish, even
i though all that he had was
i destroyed.

L

I
I

J

Questions:
1. W h a t did the firs t m essen ger
tell Job ?
2. W h a t did the secon d m essen 
ger say?
3. W h a t h app en ed to J o b ’s se r
van ts?
4. W h a t h app en ed to J o b ’s ca m 
els?
5. W h a t h app en ed to his sons and
dau gh ters?
6. W h a t h a pp en ed to th eir h om e?
7. W h a t did J ob say after all his
things and fa m ily w ere d e
stroyed?
8. Did J ob sin?
9. Did J ob ch arge G od foolish ly?

Verse to M em orize
The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be
the name o f the Lord.
Job 1:21.

L et’s
Talk

...

Job was the greatest man in the
east, and he was a very rich man. In
those days a m an’s w ealth was
counted by the amount of animals
and children he had. Job had ten
children, seven sons and three daugh
ters. He had 7,000 sheep, 3,000 cam
els, 1,000 oxen, 500 jennies (female
donkeys) and many servants.
Besides beingafamous, rich man,
Job was also perfect and upright be
fore God. He avoided evil and sacri
ficed to God for the sins o f his chil
dren.
One day the Lord talked with Sa
tan. He asked Satan if he knew that
Job was perfect.
“Sure," answered Satan, “but he
serves You because o f the riches You
have given him.”
The Lord said, “Try him and see if
that is why he serves Me."
Satan went to work. He stirred up
the Sabeans to steal his oxen and kill
the servants who were working the
oxen. Next he sent a fire that burned
up the sheep and shepherds caring
for them. After that he sent the
Chaldeans to kill the servants with
their sword and steal the camels.
I am sure that every one o f you
believe that Satan could control people
and cause them to do these terrible
things to Job, but how many believe
Satan can control the weather? In
this instance, God allowed Satan to
control the weather. He sent a great
wind that blew down the house where
all of Job’s children had gathered to
eat. They all died.
When Job heard o f all the horrid
happenings, he bowed and w or

shipped God. “Naked came I out o f m y
mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return...the Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name
o f the Lord.”
Mr. Spafford, in our story today,
was much like Job. He said, “It is
well," when he had lost his business
and all five children. Let us bow our
heads now and ask God to help us to
be like these men. He can help us to
be able to bless God even in difficult
situations.
— Charlotte Huskey

It Is Well With My Soul
When peace, like a river,
attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea-billows roll—
Whatever my lot, Thou hast
taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."
It is well, with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Tho Satan should buffet, tho
trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my
helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood
for my soul.
My sin— O the bliss o f this
glorious tho’t,
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear
it no more:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
O my soul!
And, Lord, haste the day when my
faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a
scroll,
The trump shall resound and the
Lord shall descend,
“Even so”—it is well with my soul.
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M rs. S p a ffo rd and her fou r daughters

“ G e t m e another passage,” M r. Spafford

w e re w a v in g fro m the d eck o f Ville de H avre

demanded. “ I ’ v e got to get to m y w ife as soon
as possible.”

w h en it pulled aw ay fro m the harbor. M r.
S pafford threw kisses to them.
“ W ill D ad d y b e okay?”

S pafford le ft on the next ship. A s they
w ere crossing the Atlantic, thecaptain pointed

“ Y e s , D ad d y w ill b e okay. H e is a brave

out the place w h ere he thought the Ville de

man and he b elieves G o d allo w s o n ly what

H a vre had g o n e d ow n . T h a t night, M r.

w ill w o rk fo r our go o d .”

S pafford w rote, “ W h en sorrows lik e sea b il

T h e sun w as bright. S ailin g was very

lo w s roll— w hatever m y lot, Thou hast taught

g o o d and soon the girls w e re running o v e r the

m e to say, ‘ It is w e ll, it is w e ll with m y soul. ’ ”

steamer exa m in in g everyth in g betw een the

A t that tim e D. L. M o o d y and his song

b o w and the stem . T h e captain even show ed

leader, Ira Sankey, w ere conducting a m eet

them in his cabin.

in g in Edinburgh, Scotland. W h en M o o d y

A ll was g o in g w e ll until the fo g b egin to

heard his friends had lost all their children, he

cro w d in so thick the captian cou ld barely see.

le ft the m eeting and w ent to L iv erp o o l to

Suddenly a great iron sailin g vessel smashed

com fo rt them.

into the Ville de H avre. Panic raged. T h e girls

M r. and M rs. S pafford said, “ Our troubles

clun g to their mother. T h e y w ere scream ing

h ave com e lik e the waves o f an angry ocean.

and cryin g. “ G irls w e must pray,” M rs.

First our son died, the Fire took most every

S p a fford said. A n d as she hugged the girls the
ship began sinking. “ Oh, m y G od , help us this

thing w e had, and then w e lost our girls. It ’ s all
been hard but w e say, ‘ It is w e ll; the w ill o f

day. B e our lifeboats. H e lp us submit to T h y

G o d be d on e.’ ”

w ill. I f this is our day to m eet Y ou, please g iv e
us grace to d ie in peace. W e h ave no one to
save us but Y o u . W e k n ow all things w ork
together fo r go o d — ”

M r. M o o d y was much encouraged b y the
com m itm ent o f these parents.
T w o years later M r. Sankey was visiting
in the S p a ffo rd ’ s hom e in Chicago. W h ile he

T h e ocean w aves tore them apart. Each

was there M r. S pafford added to the thoughts

on e b obbed o v e r the sw ells fo r a fe w minutes

he had written on the ship and finished the

and then none was in sight. M rs. S pafford was

song, “ It Is W e ll W ith M y Soul.” P. P. Bliss

rescued b y a lifeboat.

com posed the m usic and sang it fo r the first

T h e rescue ship took the survivors to
C a rd iff, W ales. T h ere M rs. S pafford cabled

tim e in F a rw ell H all, the hall in which M o o d y
held re viv a l m eetings.

— Charlotte Huskey

her husband.
M r. S p a fford sm iled when the telegraph

Inform ation from : James Draper, M ore Than

b o y handed him the telegram . H e was anxious

a Song, M o o d y Press, 1970, and Robert K .

to hear fro m his fam ily. Q u ick ly he ripped it

B ro w n and M ark R . Norton, The O ne Year

open and spread it on the table.

Book o f Hymns, T yn d a le House, 1995.

“ Saved alone,” he read. “ W h at has hap
pened to m y lo v e ly daughters?” he ques
tioned.
H e hurried to the dock and went straight
to the ticket agent o f the French steamer. “ Is
there new s fro m the Ville de H a v r e V he
asked.
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“ Y e s , there’ s been a terrible tragedy. In
m id-ocean a large iron sailing vessel w hich
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d ow n in less than thirty minutes.”
“ M y girls, m y fou r sw eet girls w en t d ow n
w ith it.”
“ I ’ m v e ry sorry,” the agent said sadly.
‘ T w o hundred and tw en ty-tw o others w ere
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Take My Life And
Let It Be
The song, Take My Life And. Let It
Be, was the prayer of Frances Ridley
Havergal, long before she wrote it.
Frances was bom in Astley, En
gland on December 14, 1836. Her
father was pastor o f a church and
her mother a godly woman. They had
family prayers and taught their chil
dren to love and respect God.
Mr. Havergal was well educated
and knew several languages. He was
also a fine musician and composed
hundreds of hymns. However, all the
money earned from the sale o f songs
was put back into the Lord’s work.
He showed Frances, by his example
to give all to Jesus, ju st as she says
in the third verse o f this song. ‘Take
my silver and my gold— not a might
would I withhold.”
Frances studied at home. To the
surprise o f her parents, she learned
to read while she was three years old.
Before her fifth birthday, she learned
to write and could read the Bible and
some other books the family owned.
Soon after she learned to write, she
began writing poems. Frances had
completed a book o f poems when she
was seven. She also had a great
interest in music.
Mr. and Mrs. Havergal recognized
that their little “Fanny,” as they called
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her, had special gifts from God.
Frances’ parents w ere concerned
about what might happen to a child
with such a brilliant mind. They
were also concerned about her un
usual behavior. Som etim es she
played with other children, but many
times, when they thought Frances
was out playing, she was in a com er
reading a book, writing a poem or
studying French. It seem ed she
wanted to spend all her time study
ing.
They often prayed that Frances
would never grow proud, and that
she would always realize that her
God had given her wisdom beyond
her years. They prayed she would
use her talents to the glory o f God.
Mrs. Havergal became seriously
ill when Frances was eleven. She
realized she might die and leave
Frances without a mother’s guid
ance, so she gave her some advice
that would help her thoughout her
life. She told Frances to give herself
wholeheartedly to the Lord Jesus
and let Him use her talents. As she
lay on her deathbed hardly able to
speak, she said, “Remember, noth
ing but the precious blood o f Jesus
can make you clean and lovely in
God’s sight.” Frances thought o f the
verse, “But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light,. ..the blood o f Jesus

M atth ew 9:9; 10:1, 16,
18-20, 22, 28, 32-33, 37-39
9 And as Jesus passed forth from
thence, he saw a man, named M at
thew, sitting at the receipt o f cus
tom: and he saith unto him, Follow
me. And he arose, and followed
him.
1 And w hen he had called unto
him his twelve disciples,
gave
th e m p o w e r a g a in s t u n c le a n
spirits...and to heal all manner of
sickness and...disease.
16 Behold, I send you forth as
sheep in the m idst o f wolves: be ye
therefore w ise as serpents, and
harmless as doves.
18 And ye shall be brought before
governors and kings for my sake,
for a testim ony against them and
the Gentiles.
19 But when they deliver you up,
take no thought how or what ye
shall speak: for it shall be given you
in that sam e hour w hat ye shall
speak.
20 For it is not ye that speak, but
the Spirit o f your Father which
speaketh in you.
22 ...He that endureth to the end
shall be saved.
28 And fear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body
in hell.
32 W hosoever therefore shall con
fess m e before men, him will I con-
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fess also before my Father which is
in heaven.
33 But whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven.
37 He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy o f me:
and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy o f me.
38 And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me is not worthy
of me.
39 He that findeth his life shall
lose it: and he that loseth his life for
my sake shall find it.

The Message: Matthew lost Ms life
in Jesus and found eternal life.
Questions:
1. W hom did Jesus ask to follow
him?
2. Did Matthew obey Jesus?
3 . W ere the disciples letting Jesus
take their lives and do what He
wanted with them?
4. If they were brought before kings,
would Jesus give them words to
speak?
5. W ho were the disciples to fear?
6. W hom will Jesus confess before
His Father?
7. Are those worthy o f Jesus who
love their families more than
Him?
8. W hat will happen to those who
are not willing for Jesus to take
control of their lives?
9. W hat will happen to those who
lose their lives for Christ?

Verse to Memorize

He that findeth his life shall
lose it: and he that loseth his
life for my sake shall find it.
Matthew 10:39.

Jesu s. H e had co n trol o f th eir
tim e, th eir m ind, th eir stren gth

LeVs
Talk

...

M atthew collected taxes fo r the
R om an governm ent. T a x co llec
tors w ere h a rsh ly criticized in th e
Gospels. T h ey w ere u n p op u lar b e 
cau se th ey cou ld b u y th e rig h t to
collect taxes in a d istrict fo r a
fixed sum. It w a s th eir bu sin ess
to collect th at su m a n d a little
m ore as th eir profit. (Th e Lion
Encyclopedia O f The B ible.) M o st
tax collectors w ere hated becau se
th ey defrauded the p eop le b y col
lectin g fa r m ore taxes th an w ere
du e like Z acch aeu s did. M atthew ,
how ever, m u st h ave b e en fairly
honest, fo r h e w as n ot req u ired to
repay anyone.
Jesu s sa w M a tth ew sittin g in
h is ta x office. H e said, “F ollow
m e,” and M a tth ew left h is office
and follow ed Jesus.
W h a t a w illin g h ea rt M a tth ew
had. God did n ot h a ve to beg.
M any tim es J esu s has to deal
hard w ith people to cau se th em to
b e w illin g to follow Him . N o t M a t
thew. Pronto, he w as u p and ready
to go! A n d he follow ed J es u s u ntil
his death.
T h a t is the kind o f respon se
Jesu s w an ts from every C h ris
tian.
A n d to be a su ccessfu l C h ris
tian w e m u st b e w illin g to give ou r
all to Him. E xcep t fo r Ju das, each
o f th e apostles gave th eir a ll to

ah d everyth in g th ey h a d — m oney,
h ou ses an d land. T h e y lo s t th eir
lives fo r J es u s a n d th e y fo u n d
th eir lives in Jesu s. Isn ’t it stran ge
th a t a p erson can lose h is life a n d
g a in it a t th e sam e tim e?
Let ea ch o f u s s a y to J esu s,
“T a k e m y life an d le t it be, co n se
crated L ord to thee. T a k e m y sil
v e r a n d m y gold, n o t a m ig h t
w o u ld I w ith h o ld .” W h a teve r y o u
have, le t J es u s h a ve it an d H e w ill
b le ss y o u greatly.
N ow le t u s fin d n u m b er 2 3 9 in
th e Evening Ligh t Songs a n d sing,

Take M y L ife A n d L e t It B e by
F r a n c e s H a v e r g a l, m u s ic b y
A . H. C. M alan.
— C h a rlotte H u sk ey

Take My Life And
Let It Be
“T a k e m y life a n d le t it b e
C on secrated, Lord, to thee;
T a k e m y hands, a n d le t th em
m ove
A t th e im p u lse o f th y love.
T a k e m y fe et a n d le t th em b e
S w ift a n d b eau tifu l fo r thee;
T a k e m y vo ic e an d le t m e sin g
A lw ays, o n ly fo r m y King.
T a k e m y lip s an d le t th em b e
F illed w ith m essa ges from thee;
T a k e m y silver a n d m y gold;
N o t a m ite w ou ld I w ith h old.
T a k e m y w ill an d m ak e it thine;
It sh all b e n o lo n g e r m ine;
T a k e m y heart, it is th in e ow n;
It sh all b e th y ro y a l th ro n e.”
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Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin." I John 1:7.
Three years after Frances’ mother
died her father put her in a girl’s
school. W hile attending this school
she realized her need to surrender
herselfwholeheartedly to Jesus. Then
is when she understood what her
mother had meant. Finally she was
able to let Jesus use her talents.
Frances knew from studying lan
guages that “cleanseth” means “to
clean continually.” This opened up
hope for Frances. She had tried to be
good, but sometimes felt proud, was
impatient or spoke angrily. Now she
knew that Jesus would continually
clean her if she continually walked
in His light.
Frances was so happy with sal
vation she wanted to help others, so
while still only 14 she began teach
ing a girl’s Sunday school class in
the church her father pastored. When
her father remarried and they moved
to Germany she set about to evange
lized the children at the school she
attended.
Through this time Frances had
continued to display musical talent.
This thrilled Mr. Havergal, for he
hoped one o f his children would be
come a hymn writer like himself.
While he helped Frances learn Greek,
her seventh language, (she could
also read English, German, French,
Hebrew, Latin and Welsh) he also
helped her to put music to one o f her
poems. He showed it to Ferdinand
Hiller, who was greatly impressed
. and offered to teach her music.
Now came one o f the worst trials
o f Frances’ life. She was offered a job
as soloist with the Philharmonic So
ciety. Frances sang and loved it.
S in gin g consum ed m ost o f h er
thoughts. Jesus became second in
her life, and God began to seem
distant. One day she realized that
her singing was becoming an idol.
“Oh, Jesus, if singing w ill hinder me
from letting You have Your way in m y

life, please take m y singing gift.”
France became sick and lost her
beautiful voice. After two or three
months o f illness, God healed her
and gave her voice back.
Long ago, Frances had ask God
to take her and do whatever He could
with her life. Now she reconsecrated
her time, talents, money, hands, voice
and her love to God. “I ju st yielded
m yself to Him, and utterly trusted
Him to keep me. Then I experienced
the blessedness o f true consecra
tion,” she wrote.
Two months later she went away
to visit friends at Areley House. There
were ten people in the home. Some
were unhappy Christians; others had
rejected God. Frances prayed “Lord,
save everyone in this house.” He did.
Before she left, every unsaved per
son had surrendered to God, and
every Christian was happy because
they had asked God to take and use
them.
France was so happy she could
not sleep. She praised God and
thought o f her consecration. The dif
ferent verses o f the song came to her
mind. She wrote them down and
later put music to them.
-^-Charlotte Huskey
Information from: Ruth Johnson Jay,

Christians You ShoiddKnow, Back to
the Bible, I960. Robert K. Brown
and Mark R. Norton,. The One Year
Book o f Hymns, Tyndale House,
1995.
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What A Friend We
Have In Jesus
Millions of people (both saints and
sinners) have been comforted by the
song, What a Friend We Have in Jesus.
Near Port Hope, Ontario, Canada its
beautiful words are inscribed on a monu
ment. Above these simple words it reads,
"Four miles north, in Pengally’s Cem
etery lies the philanthropist and author
of this great masterpiece, written in
Port Hope, 1857.”
Fleeing trouble in Ireland, its au
thor Joseph Scriven, moved to Port
Hope in 1844. He had the Irish charac
teristic of working hard and living fru
gal. He also had a great love for children
and was deeply religious. Joseph, how
ever, was not as jolly as other Irishman
whom the people in Port Hope had
known.
Some thought he was strange. He
was twenty-five years old, the age most
men were looking for a wife, but Joseph
paid no attention to the young ladies in
town. Some thought perhaps he had an
Irish lass and would soon be sending for
her. When years passed, however, and
he was still living alone, they were
puzzled.
Another strange thing about Jo
seph was he kept very little for himself.
While other men of his age were build
ing or buying a comfortable home or
improving their farm, Joseph was con
tent to be spending his days helping
others.
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The poor widows called on him to do
repair jobs that they nor their children
could handle. They called on him to
chop wood or do the chores for a few
days when an older son was away or ill.
Street urchins whom he invited into his
bungalowbecame his friends. He parted
his food with them and shared his
clothes. Sometimes he’d give a shiver
ing child or an old man the coat off his
back.
Not only did the poor call on Joseph
Scriven but also those who could pay
for his labors. He seldom worked for
them because from morning until
evening he was helping those who could
not pay. How he managed to do and give
so much was a wonder to all in Port
Hope.
Occasionally Joseph Scriven re
ceived a letter from Ireland. The name
on the letters was a female name. These
letters aroused suspicion. Some whis-i
pered, “He is hearing from a woman
friend.” They watched for the day she
would arrive. They waited for ten years.
One day a letter came from his
mother. She was very ill. How Joseph
wished he could go see her or at least
send her money. "Should I have earned
money instead of helping the poor?" he
aisked himself

“Oh, Lord, what can I do for my poor
mother?" he prayed. For days he prayed,'
and thought and hoped that some way
he could help her

Being Friends
With Jesus
Proverbs 17:17-18
17 A frien d loveth at a ll tim es,
and a b ro th er is b o m fo r a d 
versity.
18 A m an void o f u n d erstan d 
in g s t r ik e t h h a n d s , a n d
b ecom eth su rety in the n ie s ence o f h is frien d.
Proverbs 18:24
24 A m an th at h ath frien ds
m u st sh ew h im s e lf frien dly:
an d th ere is a frie n d th a t
stick eth closer th an a brother.
Proverbs 19:6
6 M any w ill en treat th e favour
o f th e prin ce: and every m an is
a frien d to him th at giveth gifts.
Proverbs 27:17
17 Iron sh arp en eth iron; so a
m an sh arp en eth th e cou n te
nance o f h is frien d.
J am es 2:23
2 3 A n d th e scrip tu re w as fu l
filled w h ich saith , A braham
b elieved G od, and it w as im 
pu ted u nto him fo r righ teou s
ness: and he w as called th e
Frien d o f God.
J oh n 14:15
15 If y e love m e, keep m y com 
m andm ents.
2

John 15:10, 14
10 If ye keep m y com m and
m ents, ye sh all abide in m y
love; even as I have kept m y
F ath er’s com m andm ents, and
abide in his love.
14 Y e are m y friends, if ye do
w h atsoever I com m and you.

F

F1

The M essage: To keep a
good relationship with
J esu s, w e m ust treat
H im as we treat our very
best friend.
ll

_

Questions:
1. W h en does a frien d love?
2. A m an w h o has frien ds m ust
b e __________ .
3. Is th ere a frien d w ho is closer
th an a brother?
4. Do m any p eople w an t to be
frien ds w ith the prince?
5. W h at kind o f person has
m any frien ds?
6. W h at does seein g a frien d
do?
7. W h o w as th e frien d o f G od?
8. W h o keeps Jesu s’ com m and
m ents?
9. W h o is a frien d to Jesus?

V erse to M em orize
A friend loveth at all
tim es,...
Proverbs 17:17.

L et's
Talk

...

There is no greater friend than
Jesus. He will be with us always. In
the darkest night, Jesus’ presence
brings comfort. I f we are far from
home, Jesus is there. Jesus visits
the sickmore than any earthly friend
or doctor. True, there is no friend
like Jesus!
Although Jesus is a good friend,
there are some things we can do to
build a better relationship with Him.
Let’s talk about some o f these:
1. W e must love Jesus at all
times, not only when He does what
we want Him to do. Sometimes a
friend will not do as w e want, but we
forgive to keep the relationship. Just
so, w e must forgive Jesus when we
feel He offends us.
2. W e m ust be friendly to Jesus.
How can a person be friendly to
Jesus? By doing to Jesus the way He
does His friends. Show appreciation
by saying thank you for things He
gives or does for you. Get to know
Him by reading His Word and talk
ing with Him. Accept what He gives
you even if you don’t really like it.
3. Proverbs 19:6 reads, “...Every
man is a friend to him that giveth
gifts." A person who is a friend for
the gifts, is not a true friend. Many
people, however, are friends to Jesus
only because they want His bless
ing. I f He does not make them feel
good or'give them what they want,
they are not His friend. Others try to
live for Jesus only to be relieved o f
hell. That is not being a true friend to
Jesus.

4. Following Jesus is part o f be
ing His friend. Don’t you r friends go
-with you w here you w ant to go? They
are followingyou. Abraham followed
God and w as called the friend o f
God.
5. Friendship requires love. Jesus
said, “I f ye love me, keep m y com
mandments.”
Now you know some ways to
have a better friendship w ith Jesus.
Jesus loves even the w orst sinners,
but He is not a close friend to them.
He is a close friend to those who seek
a good realtionship with Him.
The song What A Friend is on
page num ber 179 in the Evening
LightSongs.
— Charlotte Huskey

What A Friend
We Have In Jesus
What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Ev’iything to God in pray’r!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Ev’iything to God in pray’r!
Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in pray’r.
Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness,
Take it to the Lord in pray’r.
Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load o f care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge,
Take it to the Lord in pray'r.
Do thy friends despise,
forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in pray’r,
In his arms h e ll take and
shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.
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At last, he decided he could at least
write her a letter of comfort. He wrote.
The following day he worked on his
letter again. It must say just the right
words to encourage her. When it was
finally finished, it included this poem:

What A Friend We Have In Jesus.
Twenty-one years passed and Mr.
Scriven continued helping the poor.
Another winter came. It was more se
vere than usual. Snow drifted against
the houses. It blocked the doors. Even
though Joseph was not a young man
now, he stilled shoveled snow and
chopped and carried wood as he had
done before. He brought provision in
his horse drawn wagon for those who
could not get out.
One day he got so chilled he went
home sick. That night his temperature
soared. He didn’t get out that day. nor
the next day.
People began to wonder. “Joseph
hasn’t been in the store for three days,”
the storekeeper remarked to the men
huddled around the potbellied store in
the center of the store. “I think someone
needs to check on him.”
“Huh? Not been out for three days?
He’s sure to be sick."
The men found Joseph in bed. The
fire was almost out and there was no
wood in his bungalow. Now it was their
turn to help the man who had helped
their people. They took turns sitting up
at night with him.
One night when a neighbor came to
sit with Joseph, he saw a paper under
the comer of his bed. Fishing it out he
began to read. “What a friend we have in
Jesus, All our...” When he finished read
ing he exclaimed, “What a beautiful
poem!”
“You like it?”
“That I do.”
“I was reading it to comfort myself,”
Joseph said.
“It tells the way to find comfort.
Where did you find such a master
piece?”
Joseph just smiled. “The Lord gave
it to me.”

“What? You wrote it?”
“The Lord and I did it between us,"
Joseph said shyly.
“Well, I'll say. Port Hope has a poet,
and didn’t know it," he said to Joseph as
he laughed at his own rhyme. “Mr.
Joseph Scriven, you are quite a guy—
spent most of your life among outcasts
and you might have been a famous
person.”
“I had to," Joseph explained. “Being
with the underprivileged helped me for
get my own sorrows.”
“I thought maybe you were trying to
be the patron angel of Port Hope’s chil
dren since you had no children of your
own. Say, why didn’t you many and
have a family?”
Mr. Scriven cleared his throat. His
lips quivered a little, then he spoke. “I
loved a girl in Ireland and she loved me.
We planned to get married but she
accidentally drowned the evening be
fore our wedding. I could never risk
loving another girl.”
No one knows who put the song.

What A Friend We Have In Jesus, into
print. Charles C. Converse put music to
the words. Ira D. Sankey included it in
his Gospel Hymns No. 1 in 1875.
Joseph Scriven was 56 years old
when What A Friend We Have In Jesus
appeared in Sankey’s book. He lived
until he was 67. Forty-two years were
spent helping the poor. Do you wonder
why the inscription on the monument
called him a philanthropist?
—Charlotte Huskey
Information From: James Draper, More
Than a Song, Moody Press, 1970. Robert
K. Brown and Mark R. Norton, The One
YearBookofHymns,Tyndale House, 1995.
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Amazing Grace
“I don’t want to go away to school,"
John wailed. “The teacher's cross and
the boys pick on me.”
“Veiy well then, you shall go with
me and work on the ship,” said John’s
father, Mr. Newton. John’s mother was
dead and John had been staying in a
boarding school. At only eleven years
old he quit studying and went to sea.
His father, the ship’s captain, taught
John much about sailing and handling
a ship, however, he taught him very
little self-discipline.
Later John joined the England’s
Royal Navy but would not submit to it’s
discipline. He was flogged and eventu
ally discharged.
While still in his teens he received
permission to sail on the H.M.S. Harwick
bound for the African coast. He was
thrilled to be going far away where he
could do whatever he wanted. John’s
only regret was leaving his girlfriend,
Mary. However, this could give him
time to prove to her Christian parents
that he would be the right husband for
their daughter. They would never know
what he was doing so far away, and
most any parent would have been proud
of his accomplishments at such an
early age.
On this trip John learned about the
slave trade. Thinking it would be an
easy way to get rich, he hired out to a
slave dealer. Right away the slave dealer
realized that John would be of no good
to him unless he learned to obey or
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ders. He promptly stripped off John’s
nice clothes and gave him only the
scanty clothing the slaves wore. Then
he put John, the son of a ship’s cap
tain, to work as one of the slaves. The
whip came down hard on John’s back
whenever he leaned on his hoe or stole
a few minutes under the shade of a
lemon tree. His attempts to escape
brought more lashes from the master’s
whip.
Years of hard labor and strict disci
pline hardened John, until he became
cruel and insensitive to the pain of
others. The desire to give orders, and
not take them consumed him. “I must
escape, I must escape," he told himself.
In 1747, when he was twenty-one,
he did escape from the Island of
Plaintains by hiding aboard an out
bound ship called the Greyhound.
The captain of the Greyhoundwas a
Christian. At first John avoided the
captain like he was poison. He pre
ferred to laugh, curse and drink whis
key with the old rough sailors. Every
where John went he soon proved that
he was a “rotten apple."
At times when sailing was good and
there wasn’t much to do, John went
into the captain’s quarters to visit. One
day the captain was reading The ImitationofChrist “Think that book will help
ye?” John asked. “Can a ship captain
imitate Christ?”
“Sure,” the captain answered. “God
can change the meanest man and make
him like Christ."

Saul is Saved
A c ts 9:1-11, 17-18
1 And Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against
the disciples o f the Lord, went unto
the high priest,
2 And desired o f him letters to
Damascus...that if he found any of
this way,...he m ight bring them
bound unto Jerusalem.
3 And as he journeyed, he came
near Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light
from heaven:
4 And he fell to the earth, and
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me?
5 And he said, W ho art thou,
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest: it is hard
for thee to kick against the pricks.
6 And he trem bling and aston
ished said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?...
7 And the men which journeyed
with him stood speechless, hearing
a voice, but seeing no man.
8 A n d S a u l a ro s e fro m th e
earth:...he saw no man: but they
led him by the hand, and brought
him into Damascus.
9 And he was three days without
sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
10 And there was a certain disciple
at Damascus, named Ananias: and
to him said the Lord in a vision,
Anemias. And he said, Behold, I am
here, Lord.
2

11 And the Lord said unto him.
Arise, and go into the street which
is called Straight, and inquire in the
house o f Judas for one called Saul,
o f Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,
17 And Ananias w ent his way, and
entered into the house; and putting
his hands on him said, Brother
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that
appeared unto thee in the w ay as
thou earnest, hath sent me, that
thou mightest receive thy sight, and
be filled with the Holy Ghost.
18 And im m ediately...he received
sight... and arose, and was baptized.

The Message: God w ill save the
worst o f sinners i f th ey w ill re
pent o f sin and le t Him be Lord o f
th eir lives.
Questions:
1. W ho was threatening to slaugh
ter the disciples o f the Lord?
2. W hy did Saul want letters?
3. As he neared Damascus, who
spoke to him?
4. W hat did Jesus say?
5. W as Saul ready to surrender to
Jesus?
6. For how many days did Saul not
eat or drink?
7. W ho prayed for Saul to be healed
and saved?
8. How soon was Saul baptized
after he was saved?
9. Have you been saved and bap
tized?

Verse to Memorize
For the grace o f God that
bringeth salvation hath ap
peared to all men.
Titus 2:11.

L et's
T a lk

...

The Church was known as “The
Way” before the believers in Antioch
invented the new name “Chris
tian.” People in “The Way” believed
God had inaugurated His Son,
Jesus, as the deliverer o f evil.
Saul grew up in Tarsus where
he had been taught by the famous
Rabbi Gamaliel to worship only
the God o f Abraham. To worship
any other god was blasphemy. Saul
believed society must be cleansed
o f all wicked, blaspheming people.
He helped in the ston ing o f
Stephen, for he believed he was
doing God a favor by destroying
those in “The Way.”
Saul was on his way to Dam
ascus to arrest the Christians when
he saw a dazzling light and heard
Jesus say to him, “Why do you
persecute me?” Blinded by the
light, he was led to Damascus.
Ananias was sent by God to visit
him and restore his sight and Saul
was baptized at once. In Dam
ascus, Saul started preaching that
Jesus was to be worshipped.
Promptly those who hated “The
Way” guarded the city gate to kill
Saul. The saints hid him in a bas
ket and lowered the basket over
the city wall. He went to Jerusa
lem, but the saints there were
afraid he was only pretending and
had not really changed. Barnabas
helped the saints to trust Saul.
But when his old friends plotted to

kill him, he escaped and returned
to Tarsus.
What a beautiful picture o f the
amazing grace of our Lord Jesus!
He turned a murderer into an evan
gelist which has blessed the world
for almost 2,000 years. God will
save the worst of sinners and put
them in “The Way” if they will only
repent and worship Him.
Now let’s sing A m a z i n g G r a c e .
It is on page 510 in the E v e n in g
L ig h t S o n g s .
—Charlotte Huskey

Amazing Grace
Amazing grace! how
sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but
now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
Twas grace that taught
my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that
grace appear
The hour I first believed!
Thro’ many dangers,
toils and snares,
I have already come;
T is grace hath bro’t
me safe thus far,
And grace w ill lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten
thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing
God’s praise
Than when we first begun.
Amen.
3

“Tis foolishness,” John retorted. “I
don’t believe there is a God.”
“God will make you a believer,” the
captain answered.
John laughed. “Nothing will make
me a believer. I’m too tough to be con
quered. The Royal Navy couldn’t even
stand me. They gave me a public flog
ging and demoted me to common sailor,
but I didn’t change. That thar slave
dealer thought he would break me too,
but he didn’t."
John strolled away shaking his head
and laughing about the book.
Not many nights later, John was
awakened by the violent tossing of the
Greyhound. He flung his feet off the bed
and discovered his cabin was filling
with water. “What’s happening?" he
shouted.
“Her side's crushed in." he heard
from a voice in the darkness. “Get to the
pumps! Quick! She’ll go down in min
utes if we can’t keep her pumped out."
John hurried to the pumps. Sweat
poured from his brow. His back ached
and his muscles groaned with the con
stant movement. After an exhausting
nine hours, John gasped, “Think we’ll
make it?"
“Our buoyant cargo is all that’s
keeping us afloat," a sailor working a
pump next to him answered.
“But not for long," another said.
Then John heard a sailor in the
distance mutter in great distress, “We’re
all gonners.”
Instantly John remembered seeing
his devoted Christian mother praying.
In the same moment his terrible sins
flashed before him. He saw himself as
the most vile of the vilest and so he had
been. His broken spirit cried, “This
won’t do. Lord, have mercy on us!”
Morning broke and the Greyhound
was still on top. Every sailor, the cap
tain and workers were all amazed that
she had stayed afloat and, though
crippled, sailed into the nearest har
bor.
The storm made a believer out of
John. He borrowed the captain’s book

and read it. Later he committed his life
to the Lord.
When he landed again in England,
he went to see Mary. “I’ve prayed for
you all these years,” she told him.
Later they were married and John
Newton became a preacher. He never
tired of telling about God’s amazing
grace that saved such a bad boy as he.
At the same time he was telling of God’s
saving power, he was also writing about
it. Besides writing Amazing Grace he
wrote 279 other songs as well. He never
did forget his prayer on the sinking
ship, though. Each year on that day he
fasted and prayed to celebrate his sal
vation from a turbulent sea and a life of
misery in sin.
When it was suggested he retire at
age eighty-two due to poor health and
a failing memory, he responded, “My
memory is nearly gone, but I remember
two things: that I was a great sinner,
and that Christ is a great Savior!”
John Newton’s tombstone tells his
life’s story in a nut shell. It says: “John
Newton, clerk, once an infidel and Lib
ertine, a servant of slavers in Africa,
was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, re
stored, pardoned and appointed to
preach the faith he had so long labored
to destroy.”
—Charlotte Huskey

Information from: P a u l H a rvey ’s Th e R e st
B antam Books, New
York, 1980. Robert K. Brown and Mark R.
Norton, One Y ear B ook o f H ym ns, Tyndale
House, 1995. Vinita Hampton Wright,
o f th e S to ry ,

H ym n W riters’ H a ll o f Fam e, C h ristia n
H istory, Issue 31.
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There Is a Fountain
“Where am I?" William questioned,
as he glared at his strange surround
ings and the peculiar (offbeat, odd,
weird) men roaming the halls.
A very oversized freak waddled
closer and stared at him. “What ye
say?” he asked.
“I said, W here am I?’"
“You’re in the nut house,” he an
swered. Then he laughed a queer,
frightening laugh.
“Why am I in here?”
“Did some’n crazy like all us nuts,"
the man answered and laughed again.
That night when all the “nuts" (as
the man had called them) were asleep,
and St. Albans asylum was quiet,
William prayed. “God give me peace."
In a few days, William’s mind had
cleared up and he remembered. Sui
cide. It was his second attempt. He
was locked up for his own protection.
W illiam Cowper w as born in
Hertfordshire, near London. His fa
ther was Chaplin to King George II.
William studied law and was admit
ted to the bar in 1754. Because of his
shy, gentle nature he was angered by
men abusing others. This was what
he often saw in the courts, so he did
not practice law many years.
William was deeply religious but
was not saved. During the 18 months

Part 5 Nov. 1, 1998

in the asylum he studied the Bible,
and came to know Christ as his per
sonal Savior.
The devil tormented William, mak
ing him doubt his salvation.
“You must not listen to the devil,"
his friend Unwin often told him. “The
devil is a liar. The Bible says, There is
no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus.’"
“Maybe I’m not in Christ,” William
wailed.
“You are. Ephesians 2:13 says,
Y e who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ.’”
“That’s right," William answered.
“I just need to believe God’s Word."
Unwin agreed.
A few months later William was
almost insane with fear of damna
tion.
Unwin came to his rescue again.
He prayed. He gave advice. He scolded.
Nothing seemed to help until he be
gan reading the Bible. He read, “The
spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit that we are the children of
God."
“Yes, yes," William said slowly as
if faith was replacing the doubt. “‘And
the blood o f Jesus Christ his Son
cleanesth us from all sin.’ I am not
condemned; Jesus has cleansed me."
Just when William was getting a
grip on faith, his friend Unwin died.

L u k e 2 3 :3 9 -4 4 , 46
39 And one o f the m alefactors
(thieves) which w ere hanged railed
on him, saying, If thou be Christ,
save th yself and us.
40 But the other answ ering re
buked him, saying, D o s tn o v 'h ou
fear God, seeing thou art m the
same condem nation?
41 And we indeed ju stly; for we
receive the due reward o f our deeds:
but this m an hath done nothing
amiss.
42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord,
rem em ber me w hen thou com est
into thy kingdom.
43 And J esu s said u nto him ,
Verily I say unto thee, T o-day shalt
thou be with me in paradise.
44 And it w as about the sixth
hour, and there w as a darkness
over all the earth until the ninth
hour.
46 And when Jesus had cried with
a loud voice, he said, Father, into
thy hands I com m end m y spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up
the ghost.
J o h n 19:31-34, 36
31 The Jew s therefore,...that the
bodies should not rem ain upon
th e c r o s s on th e s a b b a t h
day,...besought Pilate that their
legs m ight be broken, and that
they m ight be taken away.

32 T h en cam e the soldiers, and
brake the legs o f the first, and o f
the other w hich w as crucified w ith
him.
3 3 B ut w h en they cam e to Jesus,
and saw that he w as dead already,
they brake not his legs:
34 B ut one o f the soldiers w ith a
spear pierced his side, and fo rth 
w ith cam e there out blood and
water.
36 For these things w ere done,
that the scripture should be fu l
filled, A bone o f him shall not be
broken.
I J o h n 1:7
7 ...The blood o f Jesus C hrist
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
T h e M essa ge: W h e n th e s o ld ie r s
p ie r c e d Jesu s/ s id e , a fo u n ta in
o f b lo o d fo r th e c le a n s in g o f sin
ca m e fo rth .
Q u estio n s:
1. W h o railed on Jesus?
2. W h o rebuked the th ief w ho
railed?
3. F or w hat did the th ief ask?
4. W hy did the Jew s w an t to take
the bodies o ff the cross?
5. W h at w as done to m ake the
crucified die quicker?
6. Give tw o reasons w h y J es u s’
legs w ere not broken.
7. W h o pierced J esu s’ side?
8. W h a t cam e out o f J esu s’ side?
9. For w hat is this fountain o f
blood?

Verse to M em orize
...Jesus Christ,...loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his
own blood,
R evelations 1:5.

Let’s
Talk

...

The song we are studying today
tells o f a fountain filled with blood,
that flows from Immanuel’s veins.
This fountain was opened the
day Jesus died on the cross. After
Jesus had died, the soldiers came
to break the bones o f those hang
ing on the cross, so they would die
sooner. Jesus’ body was hanging
there limp and lifeless—His head
hanging to one side. It is possible
that the weight of His body was
causing His hands to slowly rip.
It seems the sight of this would
have aroused pity in all who saw it
but not so with the soldier. He
cruelly jabbed his sharp spear into
Jesus’ side.
Out gushed blood and water.
The prophets of old had said
that Jesus would spill His blood
fo r th e s a lv a tio n o f m any.
Zechariah said, “On that day a
fountain will be opened to the
house of David...for sin and uncleanness.”
The thief that died on the cross
beside Jesus was thankful for that
fountain. His faith in Jesus as the
Savior earned him a place in the
Kingdom o f God. Jesus said to
him, “Today thou shalt be with me
in paradise.”
W illiam Cowper the author o f
the song, T h e r e I s A F o u n t a i n was
also thankful. For many years, he
had battled fears o f being lost. One
day his faith took hold o f God’s

prom ise th at the “blood o f
Jesus...cleanseth us from all sin.”
This gave him courage, which he
clung to until his death.
William Cowper said he would
be singing about this fountain in
heaven, when he couldn’t sing it
here on earth. I think he would be
surprised to know that Christians
around the world are singing his
song in many different languages.
This song is on page 183 in the
E v e n in g L i g h t S o n g s . Sing it now
and see if you can clasp a strong
hold on faith in this fountain of
blood.
—Charlotte Huskey

There Is A Fountain
There is a fountain
filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged
beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, tho’ vile as he,
Washed all my sins away.
E're since by faith I
saw the stream,
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has
been my theme,
And shall be till I die.
Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I’ll sing thy pow’r to save,
When this poor lisping,
stamm’ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave.

3

He’d been living in Unwin’s home and
receiving constant support. Would he
again go down in doubt?
Another friend, John Newton,
came to comfort William and Unwin’s
family. Newton persuaded them to
move to Olney where he lived.
John Newton had been a rough
sailor and even worked as a slave. He
was a strong outdoorsman. William
Cowper was an indoor man, weak
and afraid o f his own shadow, but
they both loved people, God and po
etry.
“Think my doubting will keep me
from going to heaven?" William once
asked John.
“The key to heaven is in your
hand,” John answered. “Jesus says,
‘He that cometh to God must believe
that he is...a rewarder o f them that
diligently seek him.’ Believing is the
key that opens heaven. Do you be
lieve God’s Word?"
“Yes.”
“Then act like it.”
“I try, but Satan is always sneer
ing, ‘You aren’t saved.’”
“And you believe him?”
“I don’t know. I try and try to
figure out what I really believe.”
“T is your problem. You need to
get your mind off yourself. Help the
orphans, poorwidows, sickhusbands
and starving families."
William took John’s advice. Soon
he was a happier man.
“Now I’ve another job for you,”
John said. “We need some hymns for
parish prayer meetings.”
“I’m in poor health and fifty years
old—too old to learn how to write
poetry,” William said to excuse him
self. “Besides I’m not qualified to do
God’s work.”
“I can hardly form an idea of a
closer walk with God than you main
tain,” John said.

“Okay, I’ll try," William promised.
The result was, Olney Hymns
printed in 1779. It contained 348
hymns— 68 by William Cowper. And,
if it hadn’t been for a relapse, William
for sure would have written many
more.
During William's stay in Olney he
grew spiritually. He grasped the prom
ises of Jesus’ cleansing blood, and
wrote, There is a Fountain. He also
learned to live one day at a time. After
a week long battle that ended in vic
tory, he wrote, Safely Through An

other Week.
All his hymns and poems reflect
his love for God, nature and everyday
life. His desire for more o f God is
shown in Oh For A Closer Walk With

Cod.
William learned to rebuke Satan’s
accusations and trust in the cleans
ing fountain o f Jesus’ blood. On his
deathbed he said, “I am not shut out
of heaven after all." He had the key o f
faith to open heaven’s door.
— Charlotte Huskey

Information from: Robert K. Brown and
Mark R. Norton, Th e O ne Y ea r B ook o f
H ym ns, Tyndale House, 1995. Vinita
H am pton W right, H ym n W riters’ H a ll o f
Fam e, C h ristia n H istory , Issue 31. W orld
B ook E ncyclopedia.
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Jesus Paid It All
Baltimore, Maiyland is brimming
full o f interesting events. Francis Scott
Key wrote The Star-Spangled Banner
while watching the British bombard
Fort McHenry in the Baltimore Har
bor. Elvina Mabel Hall wrote Jesus
Paid It AU. on the flyleaf of her hymnal
while she was supposed to be listen
ing to a preacher.
In 1500, when the Spaniards ex
plored Chesapeake Bay, they found
many tribes of Algonkian Indians and
a few Susquehannock Indians. Over a
hundred years later, in 1608, Captain
John Smith of Virginia sailed north
ward up Chesapeake Bay into what is
now Maryland. A trading post on Kent
Island was established by William
Claiborne in 1631, twenty-two years
later.
A year afterward, King George I of
England, named the land Maryland
after his wife, Queen Henrietta Maria,
and gave the land to George Calvert,
first Lord Baltimore. George Calvert
died before the king had signed the
charter, so it was given to his son,
Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore.
Two years later the first settlers ar
rived on two ships, the Ark and the

Dove.
Claiborne challenged Calvert’s
right to rule the land he had first
settled. War broke out. There were
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vast amounts of land North, West and
South. Why did men fight over Mary
land?
The main reason Maryland was
fought over was because o f the water.
The most important way o f transpor
tation in those years was by water.
The Chesapeake Bay cuts deep into
Maryland giving several excellent har
bors. Fish and wildlife abound in this
area. Food raised on its fertile soils,
furs and lumber from it forests could
be shipped easily.
Claiborne seized control and ruled
the colony until Lord Baltimore re
gained control four years later. Under
the leadership o f George Washington,
Maiyland declared its independence
from England in 1776. The second
Continental Congress met in Balti
more.
If you visited Baltimore today you
could go fishing or swimming some
where along the 3,190 mile shorelines
o f Chesapeake Bay. You could visit
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, one
of the world’s largest, or see the horses
at Pimlico near Baltimore. You could
see some o f the $20 million fishing
industry, which leads all states in the
production o f oysters, or study a mo
ment in one of its ten universities or
colleges, or ride the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad established in 1828. It
was first in the western Hemisphere
to carry both passengers and freight.

A cts 20:1-12
1 And after the uproar [about the
goddess Diana] w as ceased, Paul
called unto him the disciples, and
em braced them, and departed for to
go into Macedonia.
2 And when he had gone over
those parts, and had given them
much exhortation, he came into
Greece,
3 And there abode three months.
And when the Jews laid w ait for
h im ,...h e p u rp o s e d to re tu rn
through Macedonia.
4 And there accom panied him
into A sia Sopater o f Berea; and o f
theThessalonians, Aristarchus and
Secundus; and Gaius o f Derbe, and
Tim otheus; and o f Asia, Tychicus
and Trophim us.
5 These going before tarried for
us at Troas.
6 And we sailed away from Philippi
after the days o f unleavened bread,
and came unto them to Troas in five
days; where we abode seven days.
7 And upon the first day o f the
week, [Sunday] when the disciples
came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to de
part on the morrow; and continued
his speech until midnight.
8 And there were m any lights in
the upper chamber, where they were
gathered together.
9 And there sat in a w indow a
c e r ta in y o u n g m a n n a m e d
Eutychus, being fallen into a deep
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sleep: and as Paul was long preach
ing, he sunk down with sleep, and
fell down from the third loft, and
was taken up dead.
10 And Paul went down, and fell
on him, and embracing him said,
Trouble not yourselves; for his life
is in him.
11 W hen he therefore was come
up again, and had broken bread,
and eaten, and talked a long while,
even till break o f day, so he de
parted.
12 And they brought the young
man alive, and were not a little
comforted.

The Message: The people had such
hunger for the Word that they
listened to Paul’s preaching all
night.
Questions:
1. W here was the apostle Paul go
ing?
2. Did Paul hug the disciples when
he said, “Goodbye?”
3. How many days did Paul stay in
Troas?
4. W hat day o f the week did the dis
ciples come together?
5. A t what time did Eutychus’ fall
ing interrupt Paul’s preaching?
6. From what height did Eutychus
fall?
7. W as Eutychus dead?
8. How long did the worship service
last?
9. W hat did Paul do before he left?

Verse to M em orize

These things I command you,
that ye love one another.
John 15:17.

Let’s
Talk .

..

T h e people o f Ephesus w ere
proud of the beautiful temple o f
Diana. The goddess Diana brought
m any worshippers and tourists into
th e ir city , w h ic h e h a b led th e
Ephesians to earn money manufac
turing and selling jewelry, images
and shrines o f Diana.
They w ere very angry at Paul
because he had persuaded people
throughout A sia to turn from wor
shipping this idol. W hen he came
into Ephesus and healed a demonpossessed slave girl that had also
brought in m oney for her owners by
fortune telling, the people exploded
into an uproar. Paul barely escaped
alive.
Paul hated to leave the brethren.
He had so many important things to
tell them, but he knew he m ust go so
the city could be peaceful again.
Just before leaving, he called them
together and encouraged them to
always worship God and never turn
to Diana. Then he hugged each one,
ju s t as we hug our friends and fami
lies when w e are to be separated. I’m
sure everyone w as crying as he said
“goodbye” and promised to always
pray for them.
Leaving Ephesus, Paul visited
the congregations in Macedonia then
w ent into Greece and stayed three
months. He hoped to sail to Syria,
bu t someone told him the Jews were
plotting to attack the ship w ith the
purpose o f taking him prisoner and
robbing the offerings he w as carry

ing to the poor saints in Jerusalem.
So he went back to Macedonia.
In T ro a s o f M a ced on ia, he
preached a long, long sermon. A l
though Paul did not know he would
soon be arrested and sent to far
away Rome, his spirit urged him to
share all he knew about God. He
talked and talked and talked.
I’m sure most everyone was wide
awake and listening. Eutychus how
ever, w as asleep, and he was sitting
in an open window. A t midnight he
w ent tumbling out the window and
hit the ground three stories below.
By the time the brethren got down,
someone had already examined him.
“He’s dead," they announced.
The apostle Paul rushed over to
where Eutychus lay and fell down
over him and began to pray. After
awhile Paul looked up and said,
“Don’t be afraid, Eutychus is alive.”
After Eutychus was comfortably
situated, Paul and the brethren went
back upstairs. They ate bread and
made solemn vows to always be true
to each other and to God. Then Paul
continued preaching until the sun
came up.
Before Paul left, he brought
Eutychus up to the brethren. They
praised God. Paul then hugged each
one and told them “goodbye” and
promised to always pray for them,
ju st as he had done when he left the
brethren in Ephesus.
Do you think Eutychus would
have slept had he known it was the
last time he would hear the apostle
Paul preach? Pay close attention
whenever someone wants to talk
with you. It m ay be their last time to
speak to you. Remember they are
taking time to talk with you because
they love you.
Jesus Paid It A ll is on page num
ber 466 in the Evening Light Songs.
— Charlotte Huskey
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Another place you might want to
see is the Methodist Church on Monu
ment Street. It is an old and beautiful
structure but is not exactly as it was
originally. John T. Grape was the or
ganist and choir director at the church
when the building was being remod
eled. He took the church organ to his
home during the reconstructing and
composed a time which he named, A ll
To Christ I Owe. He played it for the
pastor and several others, but no one
seemed to like it except his wife.
The residing pastor of the Method
ist Church in 1865 was George
Schrick. He prayed long prayers and
preached long sermons. People in the
pews could perhaps take a short nap
if they chose to do so, however to nap
while sitting up front in the choir
would have been quite improper. Ev
ery choir member had to occupy his or
her mind in some way to keep from
slumping or falling from his seat.
Now what Mr. Grape did while
Pastor Schrick prayed his long prayers
and preached his long sermons we do
not know, but we know what Elvina
Mabel Hall did one Sunday morning.
She leafed through her hymnal. Imag
ine the rustle of pages if all the choir
had been turning pages, but the oth
ers weren’t so Mabel got away with it,
although it was not a recommended
practice. Perhaps she was listening to
the sermon, for a poem about Jesus
paying it all came to her mind.
Well, she had a pen but no paper,
so she continued turning the pages o f
her hymn book. The last page was
blank. “A perfect place to write," she
thought.
Before Pastor Schrick quit speak
ing, she had finished the poem, "Jesus
Paid It All.”
Sometime later she gave a copy to
Pastor Schrick. He read it over a few
times, then remarked, “These words
may fit the tune Mr. Grape has com

posed.” They did. Later Elvina Mabel
Hall wrote the chorus to fit his music.
Jesus Paid It All first appeared in
TheNew Lute OfZionwhich was printed
in 1868. The song has been translated
into several languages and sung by
thousands o f people all over the world.
Maybe you would like to sing it. It
is on page 466 in the Evening Light
Songs.
—Charlotte Huskey
In fo r m a tio n from : J a m e s D ra p er, M ore
Than a Song. M o o d y P ress. 1970. R o b e rt
K. B ro w n a n d M a rk R. N o rton , The One
YearB ook ofH ym ns, T yn d a le H ou se, 1995.
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Jesus Paid It All

I hear the Savior say,
"Thy strength indeed is small,
Child o f weakness, watch and pray.
Find in Me thine all in all."

Chorus:
Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.
Lord, now indeed I find
Thy pow’r, and Thine alone,
Can change the leper’s spots,
And melt the heart of stone.
Since nothing good have I
Whereby thy grace to claim—
I’ll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.
And when, before the throne,
I stand in Him complete,
I’ll lay my trophies down,
All down at Jesus’ feet.
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’Tis So Sweet
To Trust in Jesus
“Morgan, wake upl Daddy says
we’ll go to Long Island Sound and
spend all day on the beach. Won’t
that be great?” said Mrs. Stead.
Morgan yawned and rolled over.
“Come on now, get up. Put on your
swimming clothes, and I’ll take your
jean skirt and knit top. If you need me
I’ll be in the kitchen packing a picnic
lunch.”
After eating breakfast, Morgan
watched Daddy pack the stationwagon with a beach ball, floating
gear, snorkels, frog feet and beach
chairs. From the house he brought
the ice chest, towels and water jug.
When all was ready Mother came
with her beach bag. Sunglasses, in
sect repellent and sunscreen jutted
from its top.
“Maybe you won’t bum this time,”
Mother said. She sat Morgan in the
car and began rubbing her with sun
screen. “Perhaps there’ll be no after
pain connected with this beautiful
day."
“Which beach are we going to?”
Mother questioned.
“I’ve found a new place where few
people go,” Daddy remarked as he
hopped in. “I hate being around halfdressed people."
As soon as Daddy stopped the car,
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Morgan ran from the parking lot and
dug her toes into the soft sand. “Stay
close to us,” Mother cautioned. “We
don’t want a tragedy today."
Daddy took Morgan’s hand and
they waded into the water together.
“Cold?”
"Cold,” Morgan answered shiver
ing a little. But before long she was
rolling over the beach ball in the
shallow water. While Morgan built a
sand castle, Daddy put on his frog
feet and snorkel and jumped in. In
the meantime mother lay in a beach
chair reading a book. When he came
back, Daddy covered Morgan with
sand till only her face could be seen.
Mother found a long seaweed and
jumped rope. Then she swung the
weed in a large circle while Daddy and
Morgan jumped it.
The picnic lunch was eaten. Mor
gan, Daddy and Mother had stretched
out on the warm sand to rest when
they heard a boy scream. The sound
was muffled and far away. Up Daddy
jumped. “Look! Look! He’s way out
there," Daddy said. Mother and Mor
gan scrambled up and peered out
over the water.
A boy was bobbing up and down
in the water. “Help! He—!" He disap
peared.
“I’ll get him,” Daddy called.
Mother and Morgan ran to the
water’s edge and watched. Daddy was

h er w e e p in g ,...h e g ro a n e d in th e
sp irit,...
3 8 J e s u s ...c o m e th to th e grave.
It w a s a cave, a n d a sto n e la y

Mary And Martha
Trust Jesus
J o h n 1 1 :1 , 3, 5, 7 -8 , 2 0 -2 3 ,
2 8 -2 9 , 3 3 , 3 8 -3 9 , 4 1 , 4 3 -4 5
1 N ow a certa in m a n w a s sick,
n am ed Lazaru s, o f B eth a n y, th e
tow n o f M a ry a n d h e r s is te r
M arth a.
3 T h e r e fo r e h is s is te rs s e n t
u n to him ,...
5 N ow J esu s loved M arth a, and
h er sister, an d Lazaru s.
7 .. .A fter th a t sa ith h e ...L e t us
go into J u d a ea again.
8 His disciples say...M aster, the
J ew s o f la te so u gh t to ston e thee;
and goest th ou th ith er a ga in ?
2 0 T h en M arth a, as so on as sh e
heard th at J es u s w a s com in g,
w en t an d m et him :...
21 Th en said M arth a u n to Jesus,
Lord, i f th ou h a d s tb e e n here, m y
b roth er h ad n o t died.
2 2 B u t I know , th at even n ow ,
w h a tso eve r thou w ilt a sk o f G od,
G od w ill give it thee.
2 3 J esu s saith u n to her, T h y
b roth er sh all rise again.
2 8 ...S h e w e n t h e r w a y , a n d
called M a ry h e r sis te r secretly,
saying, T h e M a ster is com e, and
calleth for thee.
2 9 A s soon as sh e h e a rd that,
she arose quickly, an d ca m e u n to
him.
3 3 W h en J es u s th erefo re sa w
2

u p o n it.
3 9 J e s u s said, T a k e y e a w a y th e
stone....
4 1 T h e n th e y to o k a w a y th e
ston e...
4 3 ...H e cried w ith a lo u d vo ice,
La za ru s, co m e forth.
4 4 A n d h e th a t w a s d ea d ca m e
forth ,...
4 5 T h e n m a n y o f th e J e w s
w h ic h ...h a d se en th e th in g s...
b e lie v e d on him .

The Message: Mary and Martha
trusted Jesus in a time o f
death.
Questions:
1. W h o s e b ro th e r w a s sick ?
2. T o w h o m did th e y sen d fo r
h elp ?
3. W h o lo ved M a r y a n d M a rth a ?
4. W a s it d a n g e ro u s fo r J e s u s to
go to M a ry a n d M a rth a ?
5. W h a t d id M a rth a tell J e s u s
w h e n sh e s a w H im ?
6. W a s M a rth a ’s tru s t in J e s u s ?
7. H o w did J e s u s re a c t w h e n H e
s a w M a ry cry in g ?
8. W h y d id th e J e w s b e lie v e on
Jesu s?
9. S h o u ld w e tru s t J e s u s a l
th o u g h w e see n o m ira c le s ?

Verse to M em orize
Trust in the Lord w ith all thine
heart; and lean n ot unto thine
own understanding.
Proverbs 3:5.

Let's
T a lk .

..

Maiy, Martha, and their brother,
Lazarus, lived in Bethany. Bethany
was a village about two miles from
Jerusalem on the far side o f the
Mount of Olives, and on the road to
Jericho.
Lazarus became sick so his sis
ters sent for Jesus. There is no
better thing to do when someone is
sick. Today we send for Jesus by
praying for the sick.
Jesus waited several days before
He went to see about Lazarus. When
He arrived in Bethany, Lazarus was
dead and in the grave, and many
friends were there trying to comfort
his sisters. Most o f these friends
were Jews. Many did not believe
Jesus was the promised Messiah.
Maiy, Marth and Lazarus did.
Martha felt confident that if Jesus
had been there, Lazarus would not
have died. Although Lazarus had
been dead four days, her faith was
strong. She was sweetly trusting in
Jesus, believing that God would do
anything Jesus asked o f Him.
Mary was also trusting in Jesus,
but in a little different way. M aiy
was wanting to learn the lesson
Jesus had for her in this trial. She
fell down and worshipped Jesus
when she saw Him.
Jesus saw her crying and it
troubled Him greatly. And w hat was
the rest o f the story? Jesus brought
Lazarus out o f the grave and pre
sented him to his sisters— alive!
Neither Jesus’ disciples nor the
two sisters could understand why

Jesus waited four days before com
ing to help. But the result for all o f
them was greater faith in Jesus.
The Jews also believed on Jesus
because they saw the miracle. This
w as the seventh m iracle He had
done. It was ju st another proof that
Jesus is worthy to be trusted. Jesus
said He w as the resurrection. He
said He gives life. W hat better w ay to
prove it than to bring Lazarus back
from the grave?
Let us not be like the Jews. Let us
be like M a iy and Martha and trust
Jesus without seeing miracles. The
Bible has enough evidence to prove
that Jesus is worthy to be trusted,
and that He can do anything.
— Charlotte Huskey

*Tis So Sweet To
Trust In Jesus
*Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His Word,
Just to rest upon His promise,
Just to know, “Thus saith the
Lord.”

Chorus
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!
O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood,
Just in simple faith to plunge me
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!
Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease,
Just from Jesus sim ply taking
Life and rest and jo y and peace.
I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that Thou art with me,
W ilt be with me to the end.

3

already in the deep water and swim
ming toward the boy. Two men came
running. Several children and a
woman followed.
They watched in horror as the boy
pu lled D addy u n der. M o th er
screamed.
“Why’s he fighting with my daddy?”
Morgan asked.
“He’s frightened,” Mother an
swered.
“Leave my daddy alone," Morgan
shouted.
Th e h o rro r-s tric k e n crow d
watched. The men waded in to help.
“Oh, God help us!” Mother prayed.
And there was Daddy’s head above
the water.
“Daddy, Daddy," Morgan called,
“Come back. Come back.”
“He’s coming! Look!" Mother said.
Then he disappeared again! “We gotta
have Your help, Lord," Mother prayed
again. She looked at her watch. “He’s
been out ten minutes already."
It is hard to understand why God
failed to answer Mrs. Stead’s prayers.
As often happens in such a situation,
the victim pulled the would-be res
cuer into the water with him. They
both drowned.
The shore patrol rescued their
bodies and rushed them away in an
ambulance. In another car they took
Mrs. Stead and Morgan to the hospi
tal. “Why doesn’t Daddy wake up?”
Morgan asked.
“When the doctor comes out, he’ll
tell us why," Mother told her. “Now
lay your head on my lap and rest.”
Morgan was asleep when the doc
tor brought the sad news.
Home alone that night, Mrs. Stead
knelt in prayer. "Why, God? Why?"
She thought of Romans 8:28,
“...We know that all things w ork to

getherfor good to them that love God,...”
“But how can this work for my
good? What will Morgan and I do

without Bill? I have no job nor a
vocation. Have You forgotten? Why
did You turn your back on us today?”
ImmediatelyJohn 14:18cameinto
her thoughts. 7 w ill not leave yo u
com fortless. ” Then she remembered
how God had supplied for the widow
and her son during three years of
famine. He also multiplied the oil of
the widow whose sons were to be sold
as slaves to pay her debt. “I will trust
You, Lord,” she promised.
Dark days followed. Morgan cried
for her daddy to come home. She was
afraid for Mother to get out o f her
sight. Sometimes she had frightening
dreams.
Often Mrs. Stead laid awake at
night wondering what she would do.
Little did she realize how close she
and Bill had grown in the five years
they had been married. She depended
on him for almost everything, even
her happiness. Who would listen to
her the way he did? Who would bring
home the groceries? How could she
pay the house payment and utility
bills?
One morning when she had no
money nor food for the day, someone
left a grocery sack o f food and money
in an envelope on her doorstep. That’s
the day Louisa M. R. Stead wrote ’Tis

So S w eet To Trust In Jesu s.
— Charlotte Huskey
Inform ation from: Jam es Draper, M ore
Than a Song, M oody Press. 1970. R obert
K. B row n and M ark R. Norton, The O n e
Yea rB ook ofH ym n s, Tyndale House, 1995.
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The Old Rugged Cross
If you are traveling in Michigan,
Reed City is a good place to visit. It is
near the intersection of Highways 10
and 131. On Highway 131 ju st out
side the city is a large cross built in
honor of George Bennard, author of
The Old Rugged Cross. A light shines
on the cross at night, symbolic of the
light of the real cross in a dark world
of sin.
Mr. Bennard died in 1958, after
85 years of useful living. For this
reason you will not have the privilege
of meeting Mr. Bennard in a restau
rant as did James Draper, author of

More Than A Song.
George Bennard worked many
years with the Salvation Army, help
ing the poor have a more comfortable
life and leading them to the Savior. As
he brought men, women and children
to a knowledge o f Jesus as their Sav
ior he realized more and more the
importance of the cross.
For almost 2,000 years the cross
has been a symbol for Christians. All
over the world, Christians believe it is
the center, or core, o f the gospel.
Without the cross there is no salva
tion.
Bennard felt he did not fully com
prehend God’s plan for the cross. “I
was praying for a full understanding
of the cross, and its plan in Christian

_ tJ(
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ity,’’ he said. “I read and studied and
prayed. I saw Christ and the cross
inseparably. The Christ o f the cross
became more than a symbol. It was
like seeing John 3:16 leave the printed
page, take form and act out the mean
ing of redemption. While watching
this scene with my mind’s eye, the
theme o f the song came to me, and
with it the melody: but only the words
of the theme, The Old Rugged Cross,
came. An inner voice seemed to say,
’Wait!”’
At the time, Mr. Bennard was
holding evangelistic m eetings in
Michigan and could not work on the
song. The following week, while work
ing in New York, he tried again to
write a poem about the old rugged
cross. He could not.
After he returned to Michigan,
m any thoughts about the cross
flooded his mind. He recalled the
many persons whose lives had been
changed in the meeting. He praised
God for the redeeming grace o f God
given through the Lord Jesus Christ.
Salvation was possible only because
o f Jesus’ death on the cross. Now the
thoughts were clear in his mind. He
wrote them in a poem.
A friend helped him sharpen it a
bit and get the lyrics and music writ
ten in manuscript form. They sent
the song to Charles H. Gabriel. Mr.

Jesus Dies On
The Cross
M a tth e w 27:27-35, 38-43
27 Then the soldiers o f the gover
nor took Jesus into the common
hall, and gathered unto him the
w hole band o f soldiers.
28 And they stripped him, and put
on him a scarlet robe.
29 And w hen they had platted a
crown o f thorns, they put it upon
his head, and a reed in his right
hand: and they bowed the knee
before him, and m ocked him, say
ing, Hail, King o f the Jews!
30 And they spit upon him, and
took the reed, and sm ote him on
the head.
31 And after that they had mocked
him, they took the robe off from
him, and put his own raim ent on
him, and led him away to crucify
him.
32 And as they cam e out, they
found a man of Cyrene, Simon by
name: him they compelled to bear
his cross.
33 And when they were come unto
a place called Golgotha, that is to
say, a place o f a skull,
34 They gave him vinegar to drink
m ingled with gall: and when he had
tasted thereof, he w ould not drink.
35 And they crucified him,...
38 Then w ere there two thieves
crucified with him, one on the right
hand, and another on the left.
2

39 And they that passed by reviled
him, w agging their heads,
40 A n d
s a y in g , T h o u
th a t
destroyest the temple, and buildest
it in three days, save thyself. If thou
be the Son o f God, come down from
the cross.
41 Likewise also the chief priests
m ocking h im , with the scribes and
elders, said,
42 He saved others; him self he
cannot save. If he be the King of
Israel, let him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe him.
43 He trusted in God; let him de
liver him now, if he will have him:
for he said, I am the Son o f God.

T h e M essage: F a ith in J esu s’
death on th e cross w ill save sin
ners fro m dam nation.

Q u estions:
1. How did the soldiers dress Jesus?
2. In what ways did they mock Him?
3. In w hat ways did they abuse
Jesus?
4. W hat was Jesus wearing when
He w ent away to be crucified?
5. W ho was compelled to carry the
cross?
6. W hat does Golgotha mean?
7. Did Jesus drink the vinegar and
gall?
8. Nam e those who mocked Jesus
on the cross.
9. W hat did they say to Jesus?

Verse to Memorize
...Whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me,
cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:27.

Let's
Talk

...

Slaves and crim inals w ere pun
ished on the cross, or crucified,
long before the tim e o f Jesus. Th ey
w ere tied or nailed to a standing
cross until th ey died o f thirst or
hunger. (Or until their legs w ere
broken^.) Such a cross w as m ade b y
fastening a piece o f w ood to a tree
o r pole. Th e arm s o f the condem ned
m an w ere attached to this w ood, or
beam . Th en he w as lifted to an
u pright position. (W orld Book En
cyclopedia,, Vol. 4.)
T h is w as th e suffering o f Jesus.
N ot only did He suffer extrem e
physical pain, b u t He also suffered
the em otional pain o f hum iliation,
m ocking and b ein g treated like a
slave or prisoner w hen He w as the
Prince o f the Universe.
Christians began using the cross
as a sym bol about 100 years after
Christ. Tertullian, an early Chris
tian writer, says that the Chris
tians o f his tim e used it daily.
A sym bol is som ething th at rep
resents som ething else. W e often
m ake sym bols w ith ou r hands.
W avin g m eans goodbye. Lowering
ou r hands m eans down. Raising
the hand m eans up. Form ing a
circle w ith the forefinger and the
thum b m eans okay. A sm iley-face
m eans happiness or a jo b w ell done.
Th e early C hristians used the
cross to id en tify them selves as
people w ho followed Jesus. T o them
the cross m eant suffering. W hen

th ey drew a cross, they w ere say
ing, “I prom ise to suffer for Jesus.”
Jesus told His disciples, “W ho
soever doth not bear his cross, and
com e after me, cannot be m y dis
ciple.” He is telling us the same
thing today. M any w ho call them 
selves Christians are not willing to
suffer for Jesus.
Th e cross has becom e kind o f
like a bom b shelter—-a thing to
believe in for their protection from
dam nation. Som e use it kind o f like
a m agic w and or a good lu ck charm.
Superstitious persons sometimes
w ea r a gold cross for protection.
H ie cross is alm ost like a god to
some.
For other Christians the cross
is a sym bol o f redemption, signify
in g Christ’s death on the cross for
m an’s sins. It is true that Christ’s
death on the cross completed God’s
plan for ou r salvation. None can be
saved w ithout it. However, ju s t
because an object is shaped like a
cross doesn’t m ean it has spiritual
meaning.
Jesus agonized in the garden
w h en He w as only thinking o f the
cross, for it m eant suffering and
death. It should m ean the same to
us. Jesus said, " If any m an w ill
com e after me, let him deny him 
self, and take up his cross, and
follow me.
The Old Rugged Cross can be
found on page 511 in the Evening
Light Songs. —Charlotte Huskey
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Gabriel’s return letter said, “You will
hear from this song." How right he
was!
When Mr. and Mrs. Bostwick
heard Mr. Bennard sing while strum
ming his guitar, they said, “God has
given you a song that will never die. It
has moved us as no other song every
has moved us.”
Not everyone agreed that The Old
Rugged Cross was a great song. Mu
sic purists don’t like it, and religious
theologians make fun o f it. Like the
cross itself, the song is “so despised
by the world.”
The Old Rugged Cross was intro
duced to the public at a special meet
ing in Pokshon, Michigan, on June 7,
1913. After that, the song was pre
sented at an evangelistic convention
in Chicago. Christians learned it and
many “took it into their homes
throughout the country.”
This arrow of the gospel, shafted
with music, has shot God’s truth into
the hearts of men. It is the gospel in
song. Like John 3:16 is the heart of
the gospel, this song is the heart of
religious songs. The song has become
one of the most often used gospel
songs ever written. Around the world
one can hear The Old Rugged Cross

on the radio, in the home, churches
and even public market places.
Inform ation from : J a m e s D rap e r, M ore
Th a n a Song, M ood y Press, 1970. R obert
K. B ro w n a n d M a rk R N orton, The O ne
Y ea r B ook o f H ym ns, T y n d ale H o u se 1995.
G eorge W . Sanville, F o rty G ospel H ym n
S tories, T h e R o deheaver-H all M a c k Co.,
1943.
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The Old Rugged Cross
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
The emblem of suffring and shame;
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world o f lost sinners was slain.

Chorus:
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown.
Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb o f God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary.
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Brighten the Comer
In a D u le y O g d on w a s sh o p 
p in g fo r a n e w w a rd rob e. S h e h a d
b e en selected b y th e C h a u ta u q u a
In stitu tion to tea ch in th e ir su m 
m er schools. In a w o u ld b e tra ve l
in g to m a n y d iffe re n t cities a n d
te a c h in g th o u s a n d s o f p u b lic
s c h o o l te a c h e r s a n d S u n d a y
school teachers. S h e cou ld h a rd ly
w a it fo r th e d a y w h e n sh e w o u ld
go. H er a ssign m en ts w e re o rg a 
n ized p e rfec tly an d a ll n e ed e d
m a teria l w a s p a ck ed in b o x es
rea d y to b e u sed. S h e h a d stu d 
ied th e itin era ry an d k n e w w h ere
sh e w a s g o in g an d w h e n to b e
there. A ll sh e la ck e d w e re a fe w
m ore ou tfits a n d a p a ir o f sh oes.
A letter ca m e fro m h o m e tw o
days b e fo re In a w a s to le a v e on
th e circu its th e C h a u ta u q u a In 
stitu tion h a d p u t in h e r re s p o n 
sibility. In a rea d th e letter, th en
b u ried h e r fa c e in h e r p illo w a n d
cried lik e a b a b y . C ou ld it re a lly
b e tru e th a t sh e m u s t g iv e u p this
g rea t op p o rtu n ity a n d g o n u rse
h e r in valid fa th er? W a s sh e m is 
tak en a b ou t G od ca llin g h e r to
tea ch ? H a d n ’t H e op en ed u p th is
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door, w h e re sh e co u ld tea ch h u n 
d red s o f tea ch ers, w h o in tu rn
w o u ld te a c h th o u s a n d s o f s tu 
d e n ts? W h a t a g re a t w a y to g e t
th e tru th ou t. “G od, th ere m u s t
s u re ly b e a m is ta k e ,” sh e said.
A t th a t m o m e n t s h e s a w h e r
B ib le la y in g o p en on h e r d e s k
w h e re s h e h a d le ft it a fte r h e r
m o rn in g d evotion . A n d th ere w a s
th e scrip tu re s ta rin g a t h er. “F o r
as th e h e a v e n s a re h ig h e r th a n
th e earth , so a re m y w a y s h ig h e r
th a n y o u r w a y s, an d m y th ou gh ts
th a n y o u r th o u gh ts .” Isa ia h 55:9.
S h e h a d re a d it th a t m orn in g ,
b u t it h a d m e a n t n o th in g to h er.
N o w it sp o k e vo lu m es .
In a h u rrie d d o w n th e d o rm i
to r y step s a n d to th e c o u n s e lo r’s
office to a sk h is op in ion o f w h eth er
sh e sh o u ld lea ve th e th o u s a n d s
to n u rse one.
“M a n ’s firs t re s p o n s ib ility to
G o d is to c a re fo r th e fa m ily ,” h e
said. “Y o u r fa th e r is y o u r fa m ily
b e c a u s e h e n e ed s y o u . A lth o u g h
w e ca n n o t s e e it n ow , it w ill w o r k
fo r y o u r good . R e m e m b e r R o 
m a n s 8 :2 8 ?
"I c a n ’t; I c a n ’t,” In a so b b ed . “I
d o n ’t w a n t to g o h om e. B es id es I

Dorcas Brightens
Her Comer
A c ts 9 :3 6 -4 3
36 Now there w as at Joppa a cer
tain disciple nam edTabitha, w hich
by interpretation is called Dorcas:
this w om an w as full o f good w orks
and alm sdeeds w hich she did.
37 And it came to pass in those
days, that she w as sick, and died:
whom when they had washed, they
laid her in an upper cham ber.
38 And for as m uch as Lydda w as
nigh to Joppa, and the disciples
had heard that Peter w as there,
they sent unto him tw o men, de
siring him that he w ould not delay
to come to them.
39 Then Peter arose and w ent with
them. W hen he w as come, they
brought him into the u pper ch am 
ber: and all the w idow s stood by
him weeping, and shew ing the
coats and garm ents w hich Dorcas
made, w hile she w as w ith them .
40 But Peter put them all forth,
and kneeled down, and prayed:
and turning him to the body said,
Tabitha, arise. And she opened
her eyes: and w hen she saw Peter,
she sat up.
41 And he gave her his hand, and
lifted her up, and w hen he had
called the saints and w idow s, pre
sented her alive.
42 And it was known throughout
all Joppa: and m any believed in
the Lord.
2

43 A n d it cam e to pass, that he
tarried m any days in J op p a w ith
one Sim on a tanner.
T itu s 2:3 -5
3 T h e aged w om en likewise, that
they be in behaviou r as becom eth
holiness,.. .teachers o f good things;
4 T h a t they m ay teach the you n g
w om en to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love th eir children,
5 T o be discreet, chaste, keepers
at hom e, good, obedient to their
own husbands, that the w ord o f
God be not blasphem ed.

The M essage: Dorcas brigh ten ed
the place w h ere she liv e d b v
sew ing fo r th e p oo r widows.

Questions:
1. W here did D orcas live?
2. W h a t w ere som e o f the good
w orks Dorcas did?
3. W h a t happened to D orcas?
4. Did Dorcas die?
5. W h o prayed for D orcas?
6. W h o w as happy D orcas w as
again alive?
7. W h o w ere the older w om en to
teach?
8. W ere the you n ger w om en to be
keepers at hom e?
9. W h o w ere the you n g w om en to
love?

Verse to M em orize
L et your ligh t so shine before
men, that th ey m ay see your
good works, and g lo rify your
Father which is in heaven.
M atthew 5:16.

Let's
Talk

...

God does not expect every Chris
tian to be a minister, preacher, m is
sionary or do some great work. God
does have a jo b for each one, how
ever, some o f these job s do not ap
pear to be of great importance.
One job which is of great impor
tance to God but seems of little
importance to people is being a home
maker. God commanded that the
older wom en teach the younger
women to be homemakers, to love
their husbands and their children.
People of the world frown on women
who spend their lives keeping a home
and training their children. God
smiles on them.
Dorcas was such a woman. She
did a simple work which most any
woman can do. She had no college
degree, no regular paycheck. She
sewed for others. This doesn’t seem
like a big thing, however, it was so
important to God that He had it
recorded in the Bible. Now, almost
2,000 years later, we hear about the
great work Dorcas did.
Ina Duley Ogdon stayed at home
nursing her invalid father for many
years. But the world still remembers
her each time they sing her song,

could while there. He wrote a story
for his children at home. We know
the book he wrote as P i l g r i m ’s
P r o g r e s s . A few years ago, only the
Bible was read more than this book.
Are you doing what you can in
the place where you live? Try to
brighten the com er where you are.
God may make you a special bless
ing.
Let’s not overlook the little jobs.
Let us do them quickly and cheer
fully. In this way, we can be a bless
ing to ourselves and to others. And
who knows, we may be remembered
for a long time for the little things we
have done.
— Charlotte Huskey

Brighten
The Comer
Do not wait until some deed of
greatness you may do,
Do not wait to shed your light afar,
To the many duties ever near you
now be true,
Brighten the comer where you are.
Chorus
Brighten the comer where you are,
Brighten the comer where you are,
Someone far from harbor you may
guide across the bar,
Brighten the comer where you are.

B r ig h te n th e C o m e r .

Just above are clouded skies that
you may help to clear,
Let not narrow self your way debar,
Tho’ into one heart alone may fall
your song of cheer,
Brighten the comer where you are.

Mrs. Cowman had been a m is
sionary, but her husband became ill
and she had to stay in the home and
nurse him for many years. W e re
member her when we read devo
tions from S t r e a m s I n T h e D e s e r t .
John Bunyan was locked away
in ja il for 12 years. He did what he

Here for all your talent you may
surely find a need,
Here reflect the Bright and
Morning Star,
Even from your humble hand the
bread of life may feed,
Brighten the comer where you are.

3

didn’t study to be a nurse.”
“I w ill be praying for you,” the
counselor said.
W hen Ina arrived home, she
hated to face her father. She
feared he would detect her anger.
She kissed him gently and stood
beside him, stroking his thin hair.
“I’m so glad you cam e,” he said.
Ina said kindly, “I’m glad you
are happy.” She wanted to add,
“But I’m sure not!” But she knew
that would hurt her father. He
already had enough pain.
Day after day, Ina thought
about the Chautauqua Summer
School. Tears rolled down her
cheeks and splashed into the dish
water. Day after day she pre
pared food and carried it to her
father. She mopped floors and
washed clothes, all the while feel
ing like a bird in a cage hopping
from one side to another.
W hen her father was asleep at
night she cried. “Why? Lord, Why?
W hy did You let me spend m y
m oney and energy on an educa
tion that I can’t use? W hy did You
help me m eet the right people
and be selected for the job and
then snatch it away?”
One day when she was pray
ing, this verse came to her mind.
“He that is faithful in that which
is least is faithful also in much:
and he that is unjust in the least
is unjust also in m uch.”
“Lord, I w ill be faithful in this
little jo b ,” she promised. A fter
m aking that promise, she was
happier.
Day b y day she grew m ore
content until the day came that

she could brighten the com er
where she was.
This experience inspired her
to write, B r i g h t e n T h e C o m e r . It
has good advice for everyone. The
world would be a much better
place if each one would take its
simple message and obey it.
Charles H. Gabriel made the
m usical setting that has added
effectiveness to the song.
Ina Duley Ogdon wanted to
rea ch th ou sa n d s. She has
reached m illions with her song.
More than 25,000,000reproduc
tions o f B r i g h t e n T h e Comerhave
been made in hymn books, radio
tra n s c rip tio n s , p h on ograp h
records and m oving pictures. A ll
that was done before 1943. Pos
sibly another 25,000,000 have
been produced by now, and there
is no way to number all those
w h o h eard it w h ile H om er
Rodeheaver used it as a theme
song.
— Charlotte Huskey
Inform ation from : George W.
Sanville, F o r t y G o s p e l H y m n S t o 
r i e s , The Rodeheaver-Hall Mack
Co. Winona Lake, 1943.
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O Little Town
Of Bethlehem
“I fin ish ed m em orizin g a n oth er
h ym n to d a y ,” P h illip s to ld h is
m oth er.
“I’m so h a p p y y o u a re u sin g
y o u r m in d fo r so m eth in g good . S o
m an y b o ys th ese d ays a re w a s t
in g theirs* on th e fo o lis h p lea 
su res o f th e w o rld ,” M rs. B rook s
said.
“N o t m e,” P h illip s an sw ered . “I
w a n t to d o so m eth in g u sefu l w ith
m y tim e .”
“H ow g la d I am th a t y o u aren ’t
seek in g a ca ree r in som e sp ort.
W ith y o u r six -fo o t-s ix h eigh t you
w o u ld be g ood in m ost a n y one.
Y o u co u ld b e k in g o f th e b a sk et
b a ll co u rt,” h is m oth er an sw ered
as sh e lo o k ed u p a d m irin g ly in to
h e r so n ’s fa ce.
“I kn ow . I’v e th ou gh t a b ou t
th a t, b u t I th in k I w ou ld ra th e r d o
so m eth in g o f m ore v a lu e .”
“L ik e w h a t? ”
“M a yb e h elp ch ild ren o r b e
com e a p a stor,” P h illip s answ ered.
“Y o u co u ld d o b o th — p a sto r a
ch u rch a n d w o rk th e S u n d a y
sch o o l y o u rs e lf,” M rs. B rook s a s
su red him . “Y o u seem to lo v e ch il
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d ren an d m usic. B oth are q u a li
tie s th a t w ill m ak e y o u a b etter
m in ister. Y ou can u se m usic to
a ttra c t th e ch ild ren . M ost a ll ch il
d ren lo v e m u sic.”
P h illip s con tin u ed to m em o
rize son gs. B efore h e le ft hom e to
a tten d co llege, h e cou ld sin g m ore
th an 200 h ym n s from m em ory.
H e n ever lo s t h is love fo r ch il
d ren eith er. E ven w h en he w as a
b u sy p a stor, he w ou ld g la d ly in 
terru p t h is stu d y an d rom p w ith
b o ys o r girls. W h ile h e w as serv
in g a ch u rch in Ph ilad elph ia, G od
b lessed h im w ith a good helper,
L ew is H. R edner. M r. R edn er loved
ch ild ren eq u a lly as w ell as P astor
B rooks. T h e S u n d ay sch ool grew
from 36 to over 1,000 stu den ts.
O n e yea r, ju s t b efore C h rist
m a s, P a s to r B ro o k s a n d M r.
R ed n er w ere fin ish in g u p th e la st
d eta ils fo r th e ch ild ren ’s C h rist
m as p rogram w h en th ey realized
a n ew son g w as n eeded. N o son g
th ey k n ew o r had fou n d seem ed
to fit w ith th eir plan s. “M aybe I
co u ld w rite a son g,” P a stor B rooks
said.
“T h a t w o u ld b e fin e ,” M r.
R ed n er answ ered.

6 And thou Bethlehem , in the
land o f Juda, art not the least among
the princes o f Juda: for out o f thee
shall com e a Governor, that shall
rule m y people Israel.

M atthew 1:1, 5, 16

Bethlehem
Genesis 35:18-19
18 And it came to pass, as her soul
was in departing, (for she died) that
she called his name Ben-o-ni: but
his father called him Benjamin.
19 And Rachel died, and w as bur
ied in... Bethlehem.

Ruth 1:22; 4:13-14, 17
22 So N a o m i...a n d Ruth ..h e r
d a u g h te r in la w ...c a m e
to
Bethlehem...
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she
was his wife:...and she bare a son.
14 And the w om en said u nto
Naomi, Blessed be the Lord,...his
name may be famous in Israel.
17 And...her neighbours gave it a
name, saying, There is a son b o m
to Naomi; and they called his name
Obed: he is the father o f Jesse, the
father o f David. [King David.)
Micah 5:2
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the
thousands o f Judah, yet out o f thee
shall he come forth unto me that is
to be ruler in Israel; w hose goings
forth have been from o f old, from
everlasting.

1 The book o f the generation o f
Jesus Christ, the son o f David, the
son o f Abraham .
5 A nd Salm on b eg a t B ooz o f
Rachab; and Booz begat Obed o f
Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the
husband o f Mary, o f w hom w as
b o m Jesus, w ho is called Christ

The Message: God o f
ten chooses th e small
things and makes them
a blessing.

Questions:
1. W ho w as traveling and their
m other died?
2. W here was the m other buried?
3. W here did Naomi and Ruth live?
4. W ho was Ruth’s great-grandson?
5. Is Ruth listed in the genealogies
o f Jesus?
6. W here was Jesus to be b o m ?
7. W ho prophesied that Jesus
w ould be b o m in Bethlehem ?
8. From where w ould a G overnor
for Israel come?
9. Must a city or person be big to be
a blessing?

M atthew 2:4-6

Verse to M em orize

And when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes o f the
people together, he dem anded o f
them where Christ should be bom .
5 And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem o f Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet,

But thou, Bethlehem ...though
thou be little ...y e t out o f th ee
shall he com e fo rth ...th a t is
to be ruler in Israel;...
M icah 5:2.

4
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L e t’s
Talk

...

Bethlehem was a sm all city south
o f Jerusalem . Although it was not the
center o f activity for the country o f
Israel, m any im portant people have
come from there. Israel’s m ost fa
mous king was bom there and so was
the King o f the world, Jesus.
I’m sure you know and enjoy the
story o f Joseph, who was hated by his
brothers, sold as a slave, yet he be
cam e the prim e m inister o f Egypt and
saved his fam ily from starvation, x
W hen Joseph was a little boy, a
terrible thing happened in his family.
A t this tim e he had ten brothers and
one sister, Dinah.
Dinah had no sisters, so she had
friends, but none o f her friends were
godly. Joseph’s fam ily was the only
godly fam ily in the country. One day
when Dinah was out visitin g her
friends, Shechem carried her away
and kept her overnight.
The following day he tried to make
an arrangem ent with Dinah’s fam ily
to m arry her. Joseph’s brothers
wouldn’t allow it. They treated these
neighbors so badly that Joseph’s fam
ily had to move to another country.
Joseph’s mother, Rachel, w as ex
pecting a baby soon. A s they were
traveling near Bethlehem, Benjamin
was bom . His m other died. Rachel
was buried in Bethlehem, which made
it a very special place to the family.
Elim elech and Naomi also lived in
Bethlehem. A drought forced them to
go into Moab, where they lived until
their sons were grown and married.
Later Elim elech and their two sons
died. Then Naomi and Ruth returned
to live in Bethlehem.

There Ruth married Boaz, a cousin
o f her first husband. Their first son,
Obed, is the father o f Jesse. Jesse is
King David’s father.
The first chapter o f Matthew gives
the genealogy o f Jesus. It begins w ith
Abraham, goes on through the fam ily
o f Joseph, and includes Ruth. A fter
Ruth comes Obed, Jesse, King David
and the eternal King Jesus.
Jesus, like Joseph, w as rejected
by his people yet becam e the Savior o f
his fam ily. Ruth left her fam ily and
hom e and becam e the savior o f
Naomi’s fam ily. Jesus left his home in
heaven and becam e the Savior o f all
humanity.
Manyyears before Jesus was bom ,
prophet Micah said the Governor o f
Israel would be bom in Bethlehem.
Although Bethlehem is a sm all town,
it has given the w orld m any great
people who have been a blessing.
Just so YOU, although you may
be small, can do som ething for the
Lord. If you live for Jesus. He w ill give
you His character and you w ill be a
blessing as Joseph, Ruth and David
were blessings. — Charlotte Huskey
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O Little Town
Of Bethlehem
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O little town o f Bethlehem,
How still w e see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dream less sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light—
The hopes and fears o f all the years
Are m et in thee tonight.
For Christ is bom o f Mary—
And gathered all above,
W hile m ortals sleep, the
angels keep
Their watch o f wond’ring love.
O m orning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to m en on earth.

3

T i l g e t a t it as soon as I’m
fin ish ed w ith a serm on fo r S u n 
d a y,” h e p rom ised.
P a stor B rook s w en t to h is o f
fic e and settled dow n to seriou s
w ork on th e n eeded serm on . H e
th ou gh t an d h e prayed. H e p rayed
and he th ou gh t, b u t h is th ou gh ts
kep t goin g to w h at h e loved m ost—
th e ch ildren. It w as lik e h is m oth er
had said, “C h ild ren a re a ttra cted
b y m usic. ” H ow d isap p oin ted th ey
w ould be w ith ou t a son g fo r C h rist
m as. W h a t cou ld h e w rite?
It seem ed G od led h is m in d
back to th ree y ea rs a go w h en h e
had tak en a trip to th e H oly Land.
H e rem em b ered th e C h ristm as
E ve service a t th e C h u rch o f th e
N a t iv it y in B e th le h e m . T h is
ch u rch w as b u ilt in th e p la ce
w h ere it is b elieved th e sh ep h erd s
fou nd J esu s w ra p p ed in sw ad 
d lin g cloth es an d ly in g in a m an 
ger.
H e im agin ed h ow B eth leh em
m u st h ave b een th e n ig h t J esu s
w as b o m . M u ltitu d es o f p eop le
w ere a ll sou n d ly sleep in g, b u t th e
an gels w ere w a tch in g o ver th e
city. T h e ea rth w as sile n tly sp in 
n in g arou nd, ch an gin g th e lo c a 
tion o f th e tw in k lin g stars. Y et, in
th e d a rk streets o f th a t tow n , an
e v e rla s tin g lig h t w a s s h in in g
(J esu s). A ll g en e ra tio n s w o u ld
som eday see th is Ligh t.
T h en P a stor B rook s th ou gh t
a b o u t th e s h e p h e rd s c a lm ly
w atch in g th eir sh eep w h en su d 
d en ly th e sk y w as fille d w ith a n 
g els sin gin g and p ra isin g G od. A t
th e sam e tim e M a ry w as g ivin g
b irth to a S a vior w h o w ou ld im 

p a rt b lessin g s to ev ery h u m b le
h e a rt th a t received H im .
H e w a s ca u gh t u p in th e gra n d
feelin g o fh a vin g J esu s in h is h eart,
so h e w ro te “ca st o u t ou r sin a n d
en ter in , b e b o m in u s to d a y .”
N ow th e id ea s fo r th e so n g
w ere fu lly form ed in P a stor B rook s’
m in d. H e w ro te th em . T h en h e
ch an ged th em h ere a n d th ere.
P erh ap s h e rew rote th e so n g se v
era l tim es as m ost p o ets d o b e fo re
it sa ys ju s t w h a t th ey w a n t it to
say.
H e g a v e th e p o em to M r.
R edn er. D a y a fter day, M r. R ed n er
th ou gh t a b ou t a tu n e to fit th e
b e a u tifu l w ord s. It w a s th e d a y
b e fo re C h ristm as an d h e s till h ad
n o tu ne. T h a t n igh t h e w a s aw aken
b y w h a t seem ed to b e a n g els s in g 
in g. H e ju m p ed o u t o f b e d a n d
w ro te dow n th e n o tes o f th e tu n e.
T h e fo llo w in g m orn in g h e co m 
p leted th e h arm on iza tion .
T h a t d a y th e ch ild ren sa n g

O L ittle Tow n o f B eth leh em
— C h a rlo tte H u sk ey

In fo rm a tio n from : J a m es D rap er,
M ore Than a Song, M ood y P ress,
1970, an d R o b ert K. B row n a n d
M ark R. N orton , The O ne Year
B ook o f Hymns, T y n d a le H ou se,
1995.
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Silent Night! Holy Night!
Silent night! holy night!
A ll is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child,
Holy Infant, so tender and m ild—
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
G lories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—
Christ the Savior is bom !
Silent night! holy night!
Son o f God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
W ith the dawn o f redeem ing grace—
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Silent night! holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
W ith the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King—
Christ the Savior is bom .
The history o f this Christmas carol
is a source o f disagreement. Most
stories, however, give Joseph Mohr
and Franz Xaver Gruber the credit for
it.
It seems that a little chapel in a
village nestling high in the Alps, near
Obemdorf, Austria was having trouble
w ith the church organ. Some say it
had rusted out. Others say m ice had

c
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chewed through vital parts. At any
rate, a group o f traveling actors came
into the village hoping to use the
chapel to present a play based on the
birth o f Christ. But the organ repair
man had left organ parts strewn all
over the floor. The privilege was de
nied because some vital parts o f the
precious organ might get misplaced.
The actors then found a large
home in which to present their drama.
Mohr went to watch. He saw the
actors portraying M aiy and Joseph
traveling on a donkey to Bethlehem.
He saw Joseph searching and search
ing for a place where the virgin Mary
could rest. Finally Joseph had to take
Mary into an animals’ stable to sleep.
W hile she was in this dirty place,
her firstborn son was bom . An angel
suddenly appeared and announced
that this was no normal child, but the
Son o f God come in human flesh. “He
is the King o f kings and Lord o f lords,"
the angel said. After that, lowly shep
herds fell before the new King and
worshipped Him.
Mohr watched as they portrayed
wicked King Herod raving at the
scribes and doctors o f the law, de
manding them to find where the new
King was staying. And the same King,
appearing with a fox smile, plead with
the wise men to find the new King and

God Protects His Son
M atthew 2:1-5, 7-13
1 Now when Jesus was bom in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusa
lem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to
worship him.
3 When Herod the king had heard
these things, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him.
4 And when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he demanded of
them where Christ should be bom .
5 And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem o f Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet,
7 Then Herod, when he had priv
ily called the wise men, inquired of
them diligently what time the star
appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem,
and said, Go and search diligently
for the young child; and when ye
have found him, bring me word
again, that I may come and worship
him also.
9 When they had heard the king,
they departed: and, lo, the star,
which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood
over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into
the house, they saw the young child
2

with M aiy his mother, and fell down,
and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a
dream that they should not return
to Herod, they departed into their
own countiy another way.
13 And when they were departed,
behold, the angel o f the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream,
saying, Arise, and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into
Egypt, and be thou there until I
bring thee word: for Herod will seek
the young child to destroy him.
Th e M essage: Ju st as G od p ro
te c te d Jesus. H e w ill p ro tec t th ose
w ho ob ey H im .

Q u estions:
1. Who was king when Jesus was
born?
2. What did the wise men ask Herod?
3. What did Herod command of the
high priests and scribes?
4. What did Herod ask the wise men
to do?
5. Did Herod say he wanted to w or
ship the new king?
6. What did God show the wise men
in a dream?
7. Did the wise men obey God?
8. What did God tell Joseph to do?
9. Did Joseph’s obedience save
Jesus from death?

Verse to M em orize
...If ye do retu rn unto the
Lord w ith all you r hearts,...
and serve him on ly:...h e w ill
d eliver you...
I Sam uel 7:3.

L e t’s
Talk

...

M any years before Jesus was
bom , the Jewish people rejected
the laws of God. They worshipped
idols. A few tim es they sacrificed
th eir children to these idols.
Prophets and w ise m en warned
them o f the danger to come if
they did not stop these evil prac
tices. The people did not change.
Enem y arm ies m arched into
the land o f Israel and took the
people captive. They burned the
cities, stole their livestock and
th eir crops. The people they cap
tured w ere herded like livestock
over m ountains and plains until
th ey reached the conquerors
country. Here they were put to
w ork as slaves.
There were a few o f these Jews
who rem em bered the laws o f God
and obeyed them w hile living in
the foreign country. The three
Hebrews who did not bow to the
golden idol, and Daniel, are some
o f those who obeyed. In this w ay
the law s o f God spread into many
nations. I am sure as they visited
w ith their neighbors, they som e
tim es m entioned God’s prom ise
o f a king to deliver them.
It also seem s that som e o f the
Jews had taken along some books
o f prophecy. These books are
portions o f the Bible. Prophecies
about Christ were in these books.

One said, “I shall see him, but
not now: I shall behold him, but
not nigh: there shall com e a Star
out o f Jacob, and a Scepter shall
rise out o f Israel.”
Some Bible historians believe
the three w ise m en who visited
Jesus had heard som e prophe
cies o f Jesus. W hen they saw the
bright new star they thought it
m eant the new king o f the Jews
had been bom .
W hen they arrived in Jerusa
lem, they w ent straight to the
palace. King Herod cared noth
ing about prophecies and there
fore knew nothing about a new
king. The scribes and high priests
knew very little m ore than King
Herod. But they had the old
books. They found the prophecy
in M icah which said the new
G overn or w ou ld b e b orn in
Bethlehem , so they told the king
to look for Him in Bethlehem .
Herod sent the w ise m en to
Bethlehem w ith an order to re
turn and tell him w here the child
was. The w ise m en w ere warned
o f God to return another w ay and
avoid going through Jerusalem .
To protect Jesus, God in 
structed the w ise m en to go home
on an oth er rou te. T h en He
showed Joseph to flee into Egypt
and stay there u ntil it w as safe to
return.
Remember how God protected
the three Hebrews from the king’s
fiery furnace, and D aniel from
the lions?
Obey God and you can trust
Him to protect you.
— Charlotte Huskey
3

let him know his whereabouts so that
he too, could worship Him.
Mohr was greatly im pressed by
the presentation. He walked out o f
the home, but instead o f going to his
bed, he walked up on a hill to m edi
tate.
The night was clear and calm. In
the quietness all around, a holy feel
ing o f awe came over him. “O holy
night," he whispered into the still
ness. “O silent night, all is calm, yet
all is bright.”
Lights shown from the cottages in
the village below. He wondered if it
looked much like Bethlehem. He pic
tured a stable somewhere in the v il
lage with Mary and her baby in the
manger. “Round yon virgin mother
and Child. Holy Infant so tender and
m ild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep
in heavenly peace," he said.
Mohr thought o f the shepherds
and the words o f the second verse
formed in his mind. As he walked the
path back to his cottage, the rem ain
ing words o f the carol came to his
mind little by little.
The following morning he gave the
words to Franz Gruber and asked
him to see if he could give them
music.
Christmas Eve, Gruber and Mohr
sang the song for the first time, as
Gruber strummed his guitar. Some
believe that Gruber had already w rit
ten the music. W hat is the truth, we
do not know. It does seem to be true
that the words and music o f this
heavenly song were divinely inspired.
Thanks to the organ repairman,
we have the hymn today. A few days
after Christmas, he got a copy o f the
song and began sharing it with oth
ers. Soon touring groups began to
sin gitin concerts, spreading its popu
larity even further. Joseph Mohr and
Franz Gruber never dreamed that
180 years after that m akeshift Christ

mas program, m illions would be sing
ing their sim ple carol and hearing it
over m illions o f radios and televi
sions.
W e m ust also thank John Free
man Young for this beautiful Christ
mas carol. The carol that Mohr wrote
was in either German or Latin. Free
man translated it into English.
Now you know how we came to
have Silent Night! Holy Night!
— Charlotte Huskey
Here is a different translation o f Mohr’s
carol. It is sung to the tim e o f Silent
Night! Holy Night! See if you can sing
it.

Holy Night
Holy night, peaceful night!
Through the darkness beams
a light
There, where the sweet vigils keep
O’er the Babe in silent sleep;
Resting in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holiest night!
Darkness flies and all is light!
Shepherds hear the angels sing;
“Hallelujah! hail the King!
Jesus the Savior is here."
Holiest night, peaceful night!
Child o f heaven, O how bright!
Thou didst sm ile when thou
was bom ;
Blessed was that happy m om ,
Full o f heavenly joy.

Information from: James Draper, M ore
Th a n a S ong, M oody Press, 1970. Robert
K. Brown and Mark R. Norton, Th e O ne
Y ea rB ookofH ym n s, Tyndale House. 1995.
W orld B ook E n cycloped ia, V oh 1.
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Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing
Harkl The Herald Angels Sing is
perhaps the most loved o f all the songs
written by Charles Wesley. He has
been called the most gifted and tireless
hymn-writer that England has ever
known. America’s blind Fanny Crosby
is probably the only person who has
written more hymns than Charles
Wesley. Some say he has written about
8,989 hymns and religious poems.
Nearly 6,000 have been put to music
by himselfand others musicians. Hun
dreds o f Charles Wesley’s hymns are
sang regularly in churches through
out the world. Some are ju st now being
printed for the first time.
Charles was the eighteenth child of
Samuel and Suzanne Wesley. (Only
ten children lived to be adults.) His
birthplace was in Epworth, near Lin
coln, England. He was bom prema
turely on a cold December night and
appeared to be dead. He was wrapped
in wool and laid close to his mother’s
warm body. Here he lay silent for weeks.
Charles’ father, Samuel, was a very
poor man and even spent some time in
ja il for not paying his debts, but he and
Suzanne were determined each son
should have an excellent education.
Charles’ education started at home.
His motherwas the teacher. Each child,
on their fifth birthday, was expected to
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learn the alphabet. Suzanne dropped
whatever she was doing and drilled
and drilled, until her student could
repeat the alphabet in correct order.
After mastering reading, writing and
basic math, Charles was enrolled in
Westminster. (This was made possible
throu gh frien d s and re la tiv e s .)
Westminster was a prestigious school
where Latin was the only language
allowed in public. Its boys sang in
Westminster Abbey, as they do today.
Charles spent thirteen years here and
became captain o f the school. He added
nine years o f study at Oxford where he
received an M.A.
Charles learned not only Greek and
Latin literature, but also gained a thor
ough knowledge in the structure o f
language. This training helped him a
great deal in writing poetiy and songs.
At an early age, Charles began
showing his God-given talentforrhyme.
While others were writing in regular
sentences, Charles was writing most
everything in rhyme. He wrote a verse
about every occasion: birthdays, news
o f the day, about what he saw around
him, rhymes for entertainment, even
what he was studying showed up in
sentences that rhymed. His poetry was
simple, imaginative, filled with wonder
and passion. Common, uneducated
people understood and enjoyed his
verses.

pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us.
16 And they came with haste, and
found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger.

Isaiah 7:14

Angels Sing Of
Christ's Birth
Luke 2:7-16
7

And she brought forth her first
born son, and wrapped him in swad
dling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room
for them in the inn.
8 And there were in the same
countiy shepherds abiding m the
field, keeping watch over their flock
by night.
9 And, lo, the angel o f the Lord
came upon them, and the glory o f
the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings o f great joy, which
shall be to all people.
11 For unto you is b o m this day in
the city o f David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.
12 And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a m an
ger.
13 And suddenly there was with
the angel a m ultitude o f the heav
enly host praising God, and saying,
14 Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace, good will toward
men.
15 And it came to pass, as the
angels w ere gone away...the shep
herds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to

2

14 Therefore the Lord him self shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Emmanuel.
M atthew 1:22-23
22 Now all this was done, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son,
and th ey sh all call his nam e
Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us.

The Message: Angels rejoiced at
the birth o f Jesus and angels
rejoice when a sinner repents.
\

Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

W here did Mary lay her son?
W hat were the shepherds doing?
W ho came to the shepherds?
W hat shone around the shep
herds?
W hat did the angel bring to the
shepherds?
W ho was bom in the city of David?
How would the shepherds know
which baby was Jesus?
W hat was the multitude o f an
gels doing?
W hat did the multitude o f angels
say?

Verse to Memorize
And she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins.

L et’s
T a lk

...

Many years ago David cared for
his father’s sheep on the hills near
Bethlehem. Syrian brown bears, leop
ards, lions, wolves, foxes and jackal
lived in the thickets nearby. Some
times at night these animals crept
into the city, killing anim als and
threatening the young children.
The men o f Bethlehem bu ilt a w all
around the city to protect those in
side. If cattle or sheep had to stay
outside the city w all, shepherds
guarded them to keep the w ild ani
mals away. This is why the shepherds
were with their sheep on Bethlehem’s
hills the night Jesus was bom .
Each year, C hristian children
around the world hear the story o f
these shepherds and how they saw
the angels and heard them announce
the birth o f Jesus. Perhaps the
younger shepherds were asleep and
the older ones w ere talking around a
campfire. They may have been talk
ing about God’s promise o f a king to
save them.
They believed Jesus would save
them from their Roman rulers. But
Jesus was coming to save them from
their sins.
He knew “the heart [of each per
son] is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked.” (Jeremiah 17:9.)
Jesus came to give people new hearts,
not a new government. A man with a
new heart can live peaceably in any
kind o f government. The angels’ mes
sage to the shepherds was “peace on
earth, good w ill to men."
Jesus knew wicked spirits such
as hatred, lusts, deceit and fear are
as cruel as lions, bears or foxes. They

too, are lurking around eveiy one,
w aiting for a chance to destroy w ho
ever is not protected. W hen Jesus is
ih a heart, these spirits cannot get in
and destroy that person. The Holy
Spirit protects a heart like the city
w a lls p ro te c te d th e p e o p le in
Bethlehem.
If you have not asked Jesus into
your heart, do so today. You w ill be
protected and the angels w ill rejoice
ju st as they did when Christ was
bom .
Let’s finish this lesson by singing,

Hark The Herald Angels Sing!
—Charlotte Huskey

Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and m ercy mild—
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph o f the skies;
W ith th’angelic host proclaim ,
"Christ is bom in Bethlehem ."
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!"
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring o f the virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’incam ate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hail the heav’n-bom Prince o f
Peace!
Hail the Sun o f Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Bom that man no m ore m ay die;
Bom to raise the sons o f earth,
Bom to give them second birth.

3

Once when Charles and his brother
John were holding an open-air meet
ing, some drunks disrupted the ser
vice singing a lewd song called Nancy
Dawson. Charles memorized the meter
and words. Then he wrote seven 8-line
verses to the same tune. These he
taught to the people. The next time the
drunks disrupted the service singing
Nancy Dawsonthe Christians drowned
the drunks’ words with Charles’ new
song.
Charles’ father was a minister in
the Church o f England, who taught his
sons to live deeply religious lives. This
Charles did. He formed the Holy Club
while attending Oxford University. To
be a member o f the Holy Club, a young
man had to live by strict rules. He must
get up early, reverence authority, obey
the Ten Commandments and disci
pline him self to study God’s Word and
his school subjects. He must also meet
with the group each day for prayers
and reading the scripture and be active
in prison ministry. Students at Oxford
had no dealings with poor orvile people.
Charles broke school rules by inviting
a poor Oxford man to breakfast.
Other students ridiculed members
o f the Holy Club. Charles was perse
cuted for this and because he did not
have clothing and luxuries that other
students had. Charles did not let this
keep him from learning. He concen
trated on his studies and sought con
tinually to improve his Christian life.
Although Charles was a good reli
gious boy, he was not saved from sin.
He was thirty-one years old before he
was saved. He and his brother, John,
had been with Moravian Christians on
a ship bringing them home from a
missionary trip to America. Both John
and Charles realized they did not pos
sess a relationship with God like the
Moravians. John said to Charles, “I
went to Georgia to convert the Indians;

oh, who w ill convert me?”
Charles answered, “I carry my hell
about me.” He had struggled for years
to be holy, but realized his heart was
wicked.
After returning to England they
continued in their religious work,
preaching, writing and singing the gos
pel. They also sought God for a change
o f heart While John was in Aldersgate
seeking God, Charles was in London,
sick in bed. When John returned on
M ay24,1738, to tell Charles about the
change in his heart, he found that
Charles had been saved three days
earlier.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ex
presses the experience that Charles
found when he got saved. He was now
reconciled to God. Jesus had cleansed
his heart and was now King o f his life.
He had been lord o f his own life until
the day he was saved. Charles was
healed at the same time he was saved,
so Jesus had also "risen with healing
in His wings” as the fourth verse says.
In the end o f the song, he praises God
that “men shall no more die.” Charles
had the assurance that he, too, would
never die.
—Charlotte Huskey
In form ation from : R obert K. B row n and
M ark R. N orton , The O n e Year B ook o f
H y m n s, T yn d ale H ouse, W heaton, 1995.
Jim Tow nsend, The Forgotten W esley and
D id Y o u K n ow ? T im oth y D udley Sm ith.
W h y W e s le y S till D o m in a te s O u r
H ym nbook , Christian H istory. Issu e 31.
W orld B ook Encyclopedia, V ol. 21.
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Joy to the World
Isaac W atts, author o f Joy To The
World was pastor o f London’s Mark
Lane Independent Chapel for almost
fifty years. It was a congregation o f
Dissenters. People who did not follow
the National Church o f England were
called Dissenters. These people were
persecuted by the m ajority o f people,
including the rulers.
A t Isaac’s birth in 1674, his father
was in prison for sym pathizing with
the Dissenters. Isaac, the oldest o f
nine children, followed his father’s
strong biblical faith.
The whole fam ily worked together
to earn a living in Southampton. His
m other cooked, washed and cared for
students who stayed in their home.
His father taughtand directed a school
for the boys.
“Isaac was a very intelligent child,
who loved books and learned to read
early.” It is said he studied Latin
when only four. He was studying
French, Greek and Hebrew under
tutors when he w as thirteen.
A t an early age, he often spoke in
rhym ing phrases. His father became
quite annoyed at this and told him to
stop. W hen the rhym ing persisted,
the father started to whip the boy,
and little Isaac cried out:
‘O father, do some pity take
And I will no more verses make. *

When he was seven, Isaac wrote
an acrostic poem on his name which
reflected his Christian training:
“I am a vile polluted lump o f earth,
So I’ve continued ever since my birth;
Although Jehovah grace does give
me,
A s sure this monster Satan will de
ceive me.
Come therefore. Lord, from Satan’s
claws relieve me."
By the time Isaac was ready for
higher education, a wealthy towns
man came to Mr. Watts. He said, “I
have noticed your son, Isaac, has
great powers for learning. I w ill be
happy to pay his expenses at either
Oxford or Cambridge University.
Mr. W atts told Isaac about the
opportunity. “I’d love to," Isaac an
swered, “But that would lead me into
an Anglican m inistry. I could never
believe or preach their doctrines.”
“Perhaps you could study science
or something else.”
Several others offered to sponsor
Isaac at these universities, so he tried
to get accepted. Both universities
denied him because he would not
follow the National Church o f En
gland.
Isaac chose to be a Dissenter and
at sixteen went to London to study at
a leading Nonconform ist academy
where other Dissenters studied. It

Joy For Salvation
Psalm s 96:1-10, 13
1 0 sing unto the Lord a new song:
sing unto the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing unto the Lord, bless his
name: shew forth his salvation from
day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the hea
then, his wonders among all people.
4 For the Lord is great, an d _,.-eatly
to be praised: he is to be feared
above all gods.
5 For all the gods o f the nations
are idols: but the Lord made the
heavens.
6 Honour and majesty are before
him: strength and beauty are in his
sanctuary.
7 G ive unto the Lord, O ye
kindreds o f the people, give unto the
Lord glory and strength.
8 Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto his name:...
9 O worship the Lord in the beauty
o f holiness: fear before him, all the
earth.
10 Say among the heathen that the
Lord reigneth: the world also shall
be established that it shall not be
moved: he shall judge the people
righteously.
13 ...For he cometh to judge the
earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with
his truth.
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2 The people that walked in dark
ness have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land o f the shadow
2

o f death, upon them hath the light
shined.
6 For unto us a child [Jesus] is
bom , unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoul
der: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince o f Peace.
7 O f the increase o f his govern
ment and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne o f David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgm ent and
with justice from henceforth even
for ever....
T h e M essage: Be jo y fu l, fo r th e
S a vio r has com e to save fro m sin ,
to k eep from sin n in g and to ju d g e
rig h teo u sly .
Q u estion s:
1. W hat kind of song should we sing
to the Lord?
2. W here should we declare His
glory?
3. How should the Lord be w or
shipped?
4. How will God ju dge His people?
5. W hat did the people sitting in
darkness see?
6. W hat happened to those sitting
in the shadow o f death?
7. The governm ent shall be on the
shoulder o f whom?
8. W ho is the Prince o f Peace?
9. Is there an end to Jesus’ king
dom?

V erse to M em orize
Likew ise, I say unto you, there
is jo y in th e presen ce o f th e
angels o f God over one sinner
th at rep en teth .
Luke 15:10.

Let’s
T a lk

...

The prophet Isaiah said those who
walk in darkness w ill see a great light.
This happened when Jesus came. A ll
men were in darkness until that time.
Jesus, is “the light o f the world.”
When He came, His light shined over
everyone. Now everyone can have light
in their soul. But only those who
repent o f their sins receive this light.
Every person has sinned. Sin
causes a shadow o f death over the
person who sins. But God sent Jesus,
in the form o f a child, clothed in
human flesh, to shine a light over
those beneath a shadow o f death. If
this light is accepted, the person w ill
be set free from sin and death. And as
the memory verse says, the angels in
heaven w ill rejoice.
King David in Psalm 96 tells us to
sing a new song to the Lord. This new
song is a song o f praise for salvation.
Before Jesus came, people could not
sing o f salvation from sin. They could
only give offerings to be sacrificed for
their sins. There was no cleansing o f
their hearts, so they continued sin
ning.
Today the blood o f Jesus cleanses
our hearts o f sin. The Holy Spirit
takes away the roots o f sin and fills us
with power to overcome tem ptation to
sin. We can resist Satan and do what
Jesus would do. He did no sin. (I Peter

2 :22.)
Being able to overcome tempta
tions to sin is something to rejoice
about. The third verse o f Joy To The
World says,
“No more let sin and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground (of
your heart);

He comes to make His blessings
flow —
Far as the curse is found.”
The curse is death for sinning. Jesus
came to rem ove this curse. He re
moves it from everyone who repents
o f their sins.
When sin is repented of, the heart
is full o f light and the person is saved.
A saved person is in the light. As long
as he continues to obey God, he is
walking in light and is able to sing the
new song.
— Charlotte Huskey

Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! the Lord
is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’iy heart prepare
Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and
nature sing.
Joy to the earth! the
Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks,
hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the
sounding joy.
No more let sins and
sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His
blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse
is found.
He rules the world with truth
and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories o f His
righteousness,
And wonders o f His love.
And wonders, wonders o f
His love.
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proved to be a great school. Mr.
Hughes, the poet, and Dr. Horte, af
terwards Archbishop o f Tuam, stud
ied with him.
Isaac helped the Dissenters greatly
by teaching them to w rite and speak
more carefully. Their good ideas and
doctrines were hidden by their blunt,
coarse speech. He showed them that
zeal and purity might be expressed
and enforced by polished diction
(choice o f words).
After graduating, he hired out as
a tutor. During these years he spent
much time diligently studying the
scriptures and helping his father. One
day he complained to his father about
the church’s songs. His father chal
lenged him to write something better.
The following week Isaac, at age 20,
presented his first hym n to the
church. It was received with much
enthusiasm.
In 1707 he published his first
book, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. It
contained 210 hymns and was one o f
England’s first hymn books. W e can
thank Benjamin Franklin for printing
these hymns in Boston. Franklin also
printed W atts’ Psalms o f David. Isaac
changed many Psalms into Jesus’
teachings. Joy To The World is a para
phrased Psalm. He said, “Where the
Psalmist describes religion by the fear
o f God, he joined it with faith and
love.” Where David talks o f sacrificing
goats or bullocks, Isaac put the sac
rifice o f Christ. When David promises
wealth, honor and long life, Isaac’s
psalms promise grace, glory and life
eternal. These two books did much
for Christian education. They were
still selling as many as 60,000 copies
per year over 100 years after being
first published. His children’s hym
nal m aybe the most popular children’s
classic ever published.
Besides writing religious m ate
rial, Isaac W atts wrote a textbook on

logic that was used at four universi
ties—Oxford, Harvard, Yale and Cam
bridge. He also w rote books on gram 
mar, how to teach, right behavior, the
study o f the mind and the study o f
m atter in space and geography. W atts
published 52 books, besides his reli
gious works and 600 hymns.
Isaac never m arried. Though he
had a beautiful soul, apparently Isaac
W atts was not much to look at. He
was frail and often sickly. His head
seemed too large for his five foot tall
body; his small, piercing eyes and
hooked nose did not enhance his
appearance. A lady once fell in love
with Isaac by reading his poetry. They
wrote letters and he fell in love w ith
her. W hen she saw him, however, she
said, “I wish I could admire the casket
(jewelry box] as much as I adm ire the
jew el.”
Although Watts was often rejected,
he rejoiced in the Lord. His jo y for
salvation is expressed in Joy To The
World. This song does not retention
the birth o f Christ. But jo y in the soul
comes by faith in Jesus, the Babe
who was laid in a manger because
there was no room for Him in the inn.
— Charlotte Huskey
Information from: Robert K. Brown and
Mark R. Norton, The One Year Book of
Hymns. Tyndale House, 1995. Jim
Townsend, Did YouKnow? Vinita Hamp
ton Wright, Hymn Writters' Hall o f Fame.
Christian History. Issue 31. Diana Sev
erance, The Father ofEngUshHymnody.

GUmpes, Christian History Institute’s,
Worcester, 1992.
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