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BIBLE LESSONS FOR FOURTH QUARTER, 2010
THEME FOR FOURTH QUARTER

We are inspired for this series of Bible Lessons Lo study the
wonderful prophecies found in the writings of the prophet
Isaiah. Since the New Testament quotes so much from Isaiah
it is important to understand the writings of this man of God,
and to be able to apply them rightly to their wonderful
fulfillment in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the writings
of His apostles. We pray the Lord to bless these lessons to the
enlightenment of all who read and study them.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee
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OCTOBER 3, 2010
MERCY AND DELIVERANCE OFFERED FROM GOD

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem..

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD
hath spoken, | have nourished and brought up children, and
they have rebelled against me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's
crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evildoers, children that are corrupters: theyhave forsaken the
LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger,
they have gone away backward.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying
sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither
mollitied with ointment.

9 Except the LORD of hosts had left us a very small
remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have
been like unto Gomorrah.

10 Hear the word of the LORD., ye rulers of Sodom; give
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices
unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of
rams, and the fat of fed beasts: and I delight not in the blood
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.
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14 Your newmoons and appointed feasts my soul hateth:
they are a trouble unto me, [ am weary to bear them.

15 Andwhen yespread forthyour hands, [ will hide mine
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, | will not
hear: your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well: seek judgment, relieve the op-
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of
the land;

20 Butifye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

MEMORY VERSE: If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truthis not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Israel as a nation and all mankind
have sunk in the mire of sin and transgression against the
Almighty Creator, but He is willing to forgive and be reconciled
to us if we will repent and straighten up our lives and be willing
to obey and please Him.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 1:3, “crib”: Manger being fed from. “cloth not con-
sider”: Have not understood.

Verse 4, "Ah": An exclamation such as “oh!,” also implying
pending woe and trouble. “laden”: Heavily weighed down.
“corrupters”: Bringing about decay and ruin.

Verse 6, “no soundness”: Not wholesome or complete.
“putrifying”: To be moist; dripping; fresh (i.e. recently made as
such.) “not been closed”: Not been treated for healing. “molli-
Jied": Eased and softened.

Verse 9, "a very small remnant”: A few survivors. “should
have been”: Would have really been.
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Verse 10, “rulers of Sodom”: Leaders of God's people who
rank with the iniquity and sin of the ancient cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah.

Verse 11, “full”: Had enough.

Verse 14, “hateth”: Has no pleasure in whatever.

Verse 15, “full of blood”: Their ways and deeds are con-
taminated with spiritual death and destruction.

Verse 16, “Wash you”:Cleanse yourselves by turning from
iniquity to obedience to God’'s Word.

Verse 18, “let us reason together”: Let us come to righ-
teousness and truth. “scarlet; red like crimson”: Stained with
sin and transgression. “white as snow; as wool”: Clean and
spotless.

Verse 19, “willing and obedient”: Submissive and atten-
tive to hear and understand.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Isaiah was a prophet called of God to speak and prophesy
to the nation of Israel, as verse one states, in the days of
Uzziah. Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. We will
have farther on in our Bible Lessons the account of his call to
be a prophet of God.

In our lesson today we have the message God gave to
Isaiah to the children of Israel, especially those in Judah and
Jerusalem. Itis a sad portrait of the people descended from the
nation that God of old had delivered from Egyptian bondage.
This nation had a dark history of tendency and weakness to
sin and transgression against the Eternal God Who had called
them to be His people. Notice the language used in our lesson
expressing God's displeasure against those who profess to be
His people. It is a sad and heart rending picture, but it is also
a true picture of the entire human race, sold under sin and
ungodly lusts. What the prophet Isaiah is saying toIsrael is a
message for all humanily, and for us today. Yes, humanity is
as Israel was, sinful, laden with iniquity, evil doers, corrupt-
ers, provoking the Holy One of Israel unto anger, and gone
away backward. Looking at the human race today, and
especially at our own nation, we see this condition prevailing.
There is nospiritual soundness, just woeful sores and terrible
conditions prevailing everywhere.
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And this is prevailing despite the many churches and
professed religion abounding all around. The big organiza-
tions, the big talk, and high professions mean nothing with
God when there is no perfect obedience to His Word and
holiness of heart and mind. God was calling [or it back then,
and He is still calling for itin this New Testament dispensation
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We now have the precious blood
ol Jesus standing as a means of being cleansed [rom all sin,
but it will not be effective il we refuse to wash and cleanse our
selves [rom all filthiness of the flesh, perlecting holiness in the
fear of God. (Il Corinthians 7:1.) This message thatlIsaiah gave
Israel in his day is a message for human kind today. It is to be
noticed that verse nine in our lesson is quoted by Paul in
Romans 9:29, speaking of the remnant that God brought out

through the Gospel of Christ Jesus. —Bro. Leslie Busbee
QUESTIONS:

1. What does our lesson show concerning the true state of
humanity?

2. What kind ofwounds and sores is the prophet speaking
ol?

3. Why was God not pleased with the animal sacrilices?

4. What does God want us to do to get right with Him?

5. How can we wash ourselves and make ourselves clean?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

In our lesson today we have an accurate expression of the
displeasure and griel that God Almighty had with Israel and
with humanity in general. Thewholesceneis one o[ moral and
spiritual sickness and uncleanness. Man is plagued and
defiled with sin and transgression against the Creator. Israel
as a nation was so stained with sin and things that were
displeasing to God that their religious ceremonies and activi-
ties meant nothing to Him. They had become in theeyes of God
even as Sodom and Gomorrah was in the time of Abraham.
Ezekiel 16:49 described the iniquity of Sodom thus: “pride,
fullness of bread, abundance of idleness. neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.” Sodomwas also
stained with the awlul sin that we have in our world and land
today. the sin of “men with men” as is expressed in Romans
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1:27. The Almighty God still hates sin and will not condone
and justily it inany way. Even though Christ paid the ransom
for our sins our soul must still meet the requirement to be
justified, as presented in our lesson. "Wash you, make you
clean: put away the evil of your doings [rom belore mine eyes:
cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the [atherless, plead for the widow.” This is
true repentance and unless one [ully does so, no help will be
gained. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Day after day God extends His mercy and goodness to
mankind, wooing them to turn from their evil ways and be
restored to [ellowship with Him. Why should anyone perish
when pardon and grace is offered to all who will truly repent
of their sinful lives? Verse three of our lesson refers to animals
whose names some people have little compunction about
calling others, in a belittling way, who they consider to be
clumsy or less intelligent. Yet the Lord points out that these
animals know who their master is, they know where their food
comes [rom and they know where home is. Are there people
today whodonotconsider these basic facts with regard to their
own lives? Sadly it seems the answer is “Yes.”

We haveallheard stories ol pets that have strayed orbeen
carried away from their home and yet some time later they
somehow found their way back home to the delight of their
owners. Pigeons can be carried many miles from their home
and yel, with a God-given sense of direction, when they are
released they return with rapid spced. God would be plcased
il more people had as great a desire to find Him.

May we all stop and consider where we are spiritually with
respect to our Creator. Allow the Lord Lo reason with us of
righteousness, temperance and judgment lo come. Have we
drifted away? Are we trusting in our own strength, works, or
righteousness? Have we been caught up in some enticement
that carried us far from the fold of God? Are we trapped and
bound by the power of satan? If so, then let us humbly return
to the one who was willing to give His life for our redemption.
He is all-powerful and He is able to deliver those who call on

(5)



Him for help. Jesus is the good Shepherd that cares about
those that have strayed away, He is still looking for His lost
sheep.

Those of you who have strayed from God should follow the
example of the prodigal son and arise and return to your
Father's house. Our gracious Heavenly Father will surely be
waiting for you with open arms of mercy. A song says, “Turn
around, turn around, God is calling, He's calling you from a life
of wasted years."” Our heart rejoices because of the compassion
the Lord has toward needy people. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey

[ B o~ =)
OCTOBER 10, 2010

HEARING AND SEEING, BUT NOT UNDERSTANDING

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings;
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy,
is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

. —4 Andthe posts of the door moved at the voice of him that
cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for | am undone; because [ am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of
hosts.

6 Then lew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off
the altar.

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath
touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin
purged.

8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall
I send. and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send
me.

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed,
but understand not: and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
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10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and
convert, and be healed.

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses
without man, and the land be utterly desolate,

12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and there
be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

13 Butyet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and
shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance
is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall
be the substance thereof.

MEMORY VERSE: Take heed therefore how ye hear; for
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to
have. Luke 8:18.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The fleshly materialistic mind of
rneortal man cannot perceive or understand the spiritual
truths of God that Christ came to bring to us. We must be
inspired and enlightened by the Holy Spirit to be able to
comprehend the real truth of the Word of Almighty God.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 6:1, “his train”: The skirts of his garments.

Verse 2, “seraphims”: Bright angels. “twain”: Two.

Verse 3, “Holy": Fully sacred, pure and without sin.

Verse 4, “posts of the door”: What the door was fastened to.
“moved”: Was shaken. “filled with smolce”: Manifestation of
God’s wrath.

Verse 5, “undone”: Cut off.

Verse 7, “purged”: Covered.

Verse 9, “understand not”: Does not distinguish and
separate each vital truth in the clear light. “perceive not”: Does
not recognize and comprehend the real meaning.

Verse 10, “fat”: Not keen or receptive, but rather dull and
untouchable. “heavy”: Dull and unaffected. “shut their eyes”:
Turn their sight away from thelight. “lest they see”: Keep them
from seeing and knowing. “convert”: Turn around and away
from sin.
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Verse 11, “How long?": Until when?

Verse 12, “forsaking”: Desolation and emptiness.

Verse 13, “tenth”: Avery small part. “it shalleturn”: It will
come back and earnestly seek for light and understanding.
“eaten”:Taken in and absorbedin the heart. “asateil tree, and
as anoalc”: Like any strong tree. “whose substance is inthem”:
Which in being cut down leaves a stump which will bring forth
the desired tree. “the holy seed”: The true people of God
inspired and enlightened by the Spirit of God.

LESSON BACKGROUND

After Isaiah had received forgiveness for his sins and had
expressed willingness to be sent by God with amessage for the
people, his commission was a solemn matter that shows the
hardness and resistance of the hearts of men toward the Word
of :God. All four of the Gospels in the New Testament make
mention of this. Matthew, Mark and Luke mention Christ
speaking o the multitudes that gathered to hear Him, and
how He spoke to them in parables. These parables had deep
hidden meaning that Christ did not make known to the people.
He would say in connection with the parables, "Whohath ears
to hear, let him hear.” When His disciples asked Him why He
spoke thus in parables, Christ quoted from this passage in
Isaiah 6. What He was doing in speaking in parables was
fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy. speaking truth in a way that kept
the meaning hidden, but could be explained and revealed (o
those who seek earnestly for it. Jesus counted His disciples to
be qualified to have the parables explained to. And He made
a statement concerning this that Matthew, Mark and Luke all
express. And we have the one in Luke as our Memory Verse.
Matthew 13:12 puts it this way: "For whosoever hath, to him
shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but
whosoever hath not. from him shall be taken away even that
he hath.”

This shows the individual responsibilitly every person has
before God to be eager and willing to hear His voice and
understand His Word. Paul used this same scripture to the
Jews thathe met with at Rome, when from morning till evening
he spoke to them concerning Jesus both out of the Law of
Moses and out of the prophets. Some believed. and some
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believed not. So Paul referred them to this scripture [rom
Isaiah. (Acls 28:23-27.) )
Johnalsoreferred to it in John 12:39-41. Let us conclude
thathearing the Word of God is nosmall matter, but a serious
responsibility that we all as mortals need to be aware of and
take diligent heed to. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What kind ol person was Isaiah and the people he lived
among?

2. Why did God choose to speak in a mystery to the
people?

3. Who is the “holy seed” who will return and receive His
Word? .
4. How did Jesus do as Isaiah did in speaking to the
people?

5. What must we “have” to be able to understand God's
message?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Paul stated in | Corinthians 2:6-10 thus: “"Howbeil we
speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yel not the
wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that
cometonought: but we speak thewisdomol God in a mystery,
even Lhe hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew:
for had they known it. they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. But as it is writlen, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered inlo the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things. yea, the deep things of God."”

Jesus spoke in parables tothe people. These parables had
deep and valuable meaning that the people needed at that
time, and we loday need to grasp these truths in our own
hearts and lives. It means so much for the words of Jesus and
all the holy teachings of Lhe Bible to sink down in our hearts
that we might lay hold of their deep and vital meaning. In
Matthew 11:25-27 (also recorded in Luke 10:21-22) we read:
“At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father,
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Lord of heaven and earth, because thou nast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man
knoweth the Son, but the Father: neither knoweth any man
the Father, save the Son. and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal him.”

God is not interested in forcing anyone and cramming
down into our being the \Word of His counsel against our desire
and will. He knows and we need also lo realize that His
precious laws and commandments areworthy of all the honor,
respect, desire, love, appreciation, faith and obedience that we
can render. Thus the Lord has seen [it to speak through the
Gospel and His messengers in ways that the casual and
disinterested atlitude will overlook and casl aside. Lel us not
allow ourselves Lo count the Word of God lightly. It 1s worthy
of all of our love, attention and obedience. Remember: (o him
that hath shall be given, but [rom him thal hath not shall be
taken even what he hath. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

What really impresses me when | read about Isaiah's
vision of God is the fact that il was tolally nccessary lor him
to really SEE God. and SEE himsell, belore he could be a
messenger to the people.

Others in the Bible had this same experience. Jacob,
when wrestled with by a "man.” unto the breaking of day,
really saw, and acknowledged himsell in thal experience.
When he made that acknowledgement, God changed him and
he was never again the same. Job said, “I have heard of thee
by the hearing ol the ear, bul now minc eye seeth thee.
Wherelore 1 abhor mysell, and repent in dust and ashes.”
Daniel also had a vision of this "man"—Who we know was
Christ—and fell to the ground as dead. No physical strength
remained in him. Joshua saw “the man” with His drawn
sword, and fell on his face.

We are not going Lo be able Lo do God's worl nor answer
God's call for baltle, for duty, or for carrying out the great
commission, until we see God for Who He is, in His righteous-
ness, holiness, wisdom and glory. We also repent, acknowl-
edgeour weaknesses. abhor self. and realize thal we are totally
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undone and nothing without God. Even after years of service
to God, there is still nothing good about us or our works, and
the only position ol power is on our face before God.

—Sis. Angela Gellenbeck

[ B —— )
OCTOBER 17, 2010

CHRIST OUR SANCTUARY

Isaiah 8:9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall
be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye ol [ar countries; gird
yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces: gird yourselves,
and ye shall be broken in pieces.

10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought:
speak the word, and it shall not stand; for God is with us.

11 For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand.
and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this
people. saying.

12 Say ye not, A confederacy. to all them to whom this
people shall say. A conlederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor
be afraid.

13 Sanclily the LORD ol hosts himself; and let him be
your fear, and let him be your dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but [or a stone of
stumbling and for a rock of olTence to both the houses oll srael,
fora gin and lor a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 Andmanyamongthemshall stumble, and lall, and be
broken, and be snared, and be taken.

16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my dis-
ciples.

17 And [ will wait upon the LORD. that hideth his lace
from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.

18 Behold. I and the children whom the LORD hath given
me are [or signs and [or wonders in Israel [rom the LORD of
hosts. which dwelleth in mount Zion.

Isaiah 9:1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as
was in her vexation, when at first he lightly alllicted the land
of Zebulun and the land ol Naphtali. and afterward did more
grievously alllict her by the way of the sea. beyond Jordan. in
Galilee of the nations.

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow ol death. upon
them hath the light shined.
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6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, the
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Oftheincreaseol his governmentand peace there shall
be no end. upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it. and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.

MEMORY VERSE: ...Be nol afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled: but sanclily the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always (o give an answer (o every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. |
Peter 3:14-15.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: We must not be troubled at all the
devices and organizations of man for they will all come to
nothing. We must let the fear of God rule in our hearts and
build our laith and hope on Jesus Christ, walk in the light of
His teachings, and let Him rule our hearts and lives.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 8:9, “associale”: Organize. "gird yourselves”: Sur-
round yoursclves with man-made devices and protection.

Verse 10. “Talke counsel together”: Map out your own plan.

Verse 12, “confederacy”: A man-made agreement or alli-
ance. “neither fear their fear”: Jesus said in Matthew 10:28,
“And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill
the soul:butrather fear him which is abletodestroy both soul
and body in hell.”

Verse 13, “Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself": Count and
esteem the LORD God as true, right and worthy of your
complete trust and obedience.

Verse 14, “shall be for a sanctuary”: Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit, He will bestow, will be the Holy Place for His
pecople. “stone of stumbling”: But to all who refuse o accept
Him and His way Christ will be counted as a worthless stone
to be rejected. This coincides with Psalm 118:22, “The slone
which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner.”  “roclk of offence”: An obstacle, something that is
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deemed worthless and needing to be gotten out of the way.
“gin”: Trap: something to be avoided. "be talcen”: Caught and
taken captive of the devil.

Verse 16, “Bind up the testimony": The real Gospel is hid
from the proud and rebellious. “seal the law among my
disciples”: Make the law of God a mystery only (o be revealed
to the pure in heart.

Isaiah 9:1. "afterwards did more grievously afflict her”:
The Hebrew text says, “Alterwards He will make glorious Lhe
way."” This goes well with what is expressed in the next verse.

Verse 6, “the government shall be upon his shoulder”: He
will rule, govern and guide the souls of men. “Woncderful”:
Miraculous; beyond human strength. “Counsellor”: One who
gives wise instruction pleasing to God.

Verse 7, “order and establish it": Prepare il and keep it
going forever. “zeal”: Fervent delermination and holy purpose.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today foretells two sides of the Savior of the
world. We have Jesus in direct opposition Lo Lhe spirit of the
world. While man hatches up schemes and associations and
governments with his proud and lustful mind. the Messiah
comes with meekness and submission Lo the will of God. The
fear of man is to be denied and a firm resolve (o do the will of
God is Lo be upper most in the mind. We have chosen for our
Memory Verse the Apostle Peter's quote in his cpistle [rom
verses 12 and 13 in our lesson. Peler also quoled from verse
14, in 1 Peter 2:8, of Christbeing a stone of stumbling and rock
of offence, “even Lo them which stumble at the word. being
disobedient.” Verse 18 in our lesson is quoled in Hebrews 2:13
in speaking of Jesus nol being ashamed (o call those who are
sanctified in Him as brethren.

We find Isaiah 9:1 and 2 quoled in Malthew 4:13-16. how
thatJesus “came and dwell in Capernaum which is upon the
sea coasl, in Lthe borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: that it
might be fullilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet.
saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim. by
way ol the sea, beyond Jordan. Galilee of the Genliles: the
people which sat in darkness saw greal light: and to them
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung
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up.” The term “Galilee of the Gentiles" indicates thal there
were many people in that area who were not Israelites. Adam
Clarke says that it was inhabited by Egyptians, Arabians, and
Phoenicians. These were no doubl the people spoken of as
walking in darkness and seeing a great light, which was the
Lord Jesus Christ. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. Why mustl we be careful about what and whom we
associate with?

2. Who should we not [ail Lo make our guide and counse-
lor?

3. Whalt is Jesus pictured (o be Lo many people of this
world?

4. What can He be to all who are willing (o follow Him?

5. What docs our lesson show that Christ can be to us?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Jesus Christ, the Son of theliving God will be either a Rock
Lo build on. or a slone of stumbling and rock of offence. Thus
He has been down through the ages. Jesus was hated and
rejected by the religious leaders ol His Lime. He was rejected
by those in authorily both locally and nationally. What makes
the dillerence, and what decides which way the individual
person will take concerning Him? It was declared in prophecy
that to some He would be a sanctuary, Wonder(ul, Counsellor,
the Prince of Peace. Bul Lo others He would be a stone of
stumbling. a rock ol olfence. God worlked down through the
ages Lo prepare humanily to come [ace Lo [ace with the decision
ol whal Lo do with the Savior. He worked through Abraham to
shew whalt is faith and believing in God. He worked through
Moses Lo make known (o man the presence of sin in Lhe heart.
He worked through the prophets to foretell and describe what
kind ol Savior God was going (o bring to mankind. This is a
serious matter. God is not going Lo force His Son upon anyone.
Every man has the responsibility ol personal choice. So let us
take heed. open our eyes. and be wise Lo see the truth that will
malke us [ree indeed. and make an all time choice of the Savior
of the world. —Bro. Leslie Busbee
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

In the thirteenth chapter of Matthew, we see Jesus sitting
by the seaside. speaking to the people in a parable: “But he
that received Lhe seed into stony places, the same is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he
notroot in himself, but dureth [or a while: for when tribulation
or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is
offended.” Adam Clarke explains, “His soul is nol deeply
convinced of its guill and depravity: the fallow ground is not
properly ploughed up. nor the rock broken. ‘for when tribula-
tion or perseculion ariseth'—which he did not expect, he is
soon stumbled—seeks some prelext (o abandon both -the
doctrine and followers ol Christ. Having not [elt his own sore,
and the plague of his hearl. he has nol properly discovered
that this salvation is the only remedy [or his soul: thus he has
no motive in his hearl strong enough to counteract the
oulward scandal of the cross: so he endureth only [or the time
in which there is no difticully Lo encounter, no cross to bear.”

Theatmosphere ol thisworldseemslo promote a “crossless”
salvation—an offence and stone of stumbling, if you will. Many
want Lo discard it as Loo old [ashioned, Loo ouldated, too
humble, too heavy, Loo awkward.

But the cross has wondrous glory! It is preparing us for
elernity. When the Lord deals with each one of us, we can place .
that trouble on the cross and pul it Lo death, never having (o
deal with il again—il is dead. This helps Lo shape us to “be like
him: for we shall sec him as he is.” '

“Belter to [all on the rock than Lo be ground inlo powder.
.." Beller lo be chaslened of the Lord while here on earth than
to facc the Lord in judgment with no hope of redemption,

—Sis. LaDawna Adams

(e I =)
OCTOBER 24, 2010 .
PROPHECY OF CHRIST AND THE JOY HE GIVES

Isaiah 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the
slem ol Jesse, and a Branch shall grow oul of his roots:

2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
spiril of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;
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3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear
of the LORD:; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes,
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall
smile theearth with therod ofhis mouth, and with the breath
of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun-
tain: for the earth shall be [ull of the knowledge of the LORD,
as Lthe waters cover Lhe sea.

10 And in thal day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles
seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

Isaiah 12:1 And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD. I will
praise thee:though thou wast angry with me. thine anger is
turned away, and thou comfortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation: I will trust. and not be
alraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song;
he also is become my salvation.

3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells
of salvatlion.

4 Andinthatday shallyesay, Praisethe LORD, call upon
his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention
that his name is exalted.

5 Singunto the LORD: lor he hath done excellent things:
this is known in all the earth.

6 Cry out and shout. thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is
the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

MEMORY VERSE: Now the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in belicving, that ye may abound in hope, through
the power of the Holy Ghost. Romans 15:13.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ was born of the
lineage of David. the son of Jesse, and came forth (o be the
Savior of the world to save the souls of men from the power ol
sin and fill their hearts with the great joy of [ull and [ree
salvation.
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WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 11:1, “rod. stem, Branch. and roots”: Figuralive
terms referring to the descendants ol David. the son ol Jesse,
beloved ol God. and King of Israel.

Verse 2, "wisdom”: Keen perception, intelligence and
proper usc and application of knowledge. “understancding”:.
Proper and rightful understanding enables a person Lo clearly
see every part and detail of life and its responsibilities, and
also Lo be able to put them all together in truth. “counsel":
Goodsound advice and instruction. “might”: Force and strength
to successlully perform. “knowledge”: Learning and whole-
some education. “fear”: Reverence, [ervent respect and honor.

Verse 3. “quick understanding”: Inspired by the Spirit ol
God to sce beyond human hearmg and sight.

Verse 4. “equity”: That which is level and evenly balanced.
"smite”: Strike and cry out forcibly against evil. "slay the
wiclcecl”: Destroy the power of satan.

Verse 5, “girdle”: Band used lor strengthening. Righteous-
ness and laithlulness are the bands that hold a person
together in the trials and tests ol life.

Verse 9, “holy mountain”: Spiritually, this is the elevated
plain of holiness and rightcousness in the heart and lile ol
God's pcople.

Verse 10. “ensign”: A banner or standard tohold up [or the
people to see and to lollow. "o it shall the Gentiles seelc”: The
Hebrew says. "o Flim (Christ) shall the nations seck and lollow
alter.” "his rest shall he glorious”: The rest of laith that Christ
has promised Lo those who come unto Him. Matthew 11:28-
30.

Isaiah 12:1. “thine anger is twned away”: God's anger
toward man has been turned away because ol Christ's atoning
decath on the cross lor sin.

Verse 2. "my strength and my song”: Spiritual power
allended with joyous songs ol praisc.

Verse 3. "with joy shall ye drcuv water ottt of the wells of
salvation”: Salvation shall be to the soul like drinking water
from an artesian well.

Verse 4, "malce mention”: Recognize and hold in glad
remembrance.

Verse 6. "Cry out™: Be cheerful and bright!
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LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today is another of the wonderful prophecies
of Isaiah of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Both
the 11" and 12" chapter are connected together. so we have
chosen the principle parts for ourstudy. We want to note that
verse len ol chapter |1 is quoted by Paul in Romans 15:12,
quoting this passage in speaking about how Christ opened up
the door for the Gentiles, that they might glorify God lor His
mercy (verse 9). And then he quoted [rom several places in the
Old Testament concerning the Gentiles (or nations along with
Israel): Psalm 18:49. Deutercnomy 32:43. and Psalm 117
belore quoting the scripture for our lesson. May you look up
each one of those scriptures. They each one speak concerning
the Gentiles partaking of God's mercy. Then, after Paul quoted
from Isaiah 11:10, he expressed his will that the God of hope
would [ill them with all joy and peace, as our Memory Verse
brings out. How wonderful that Jesus came, as our lesscn
brings out, to bring righteousness and peace to humanity!

This 12" chapter is certainly a great and wonderful
declaration of what all who partake of the salvation of Christ
can experience and cexpress from the heart. Because Jesus
was obedient unto the death of the cross o atone [or our sins,
the anger of God is withdrawn and He is holding out comfort
and mercy for one and all who will return unto Him. We need
not doubt, hesitate, or be afraid to call upon the Almighty God.
Christ has paid the ransom for our sins and we have access (o
the Father through Him. We can trust and not be afraid, lor
God is our salvation, our strength, and our song. As Revclation
21:6says, "...1 will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain
of the wateroflife frecly.” Then in Revelation 22:17 He repeats,
“...And whosoever will, let him take the water of lile [reely.” Let
us castaway all doubts and [ears. and rejoice in His goodness,
love, and mercy. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. Who is the root of Jesse that our lesson speaks about?
2. What can we receive [rom God through Christ without
fail?
3. How has God's anger toward us been turned away?
4. Why can we offer praise to God and have joy in His
salvation?
5. Whalt kind of people will inhabit God's holy mountain?
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COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

I remember viewing the Craler Lake in southern Oregon.
a beautiful body of water up in the Cascade Mountain range
with such deep blue color and surrounded by mountain
peaks. It is reported that there had been a great volcano therc
that had blowniitself out and had left this greal cavern that in
time filled with water. It surely was an unforgettable sight. My
heart was inspired with a beautiful thought. Just as a fiery
volcano blew out and was replaced by this beautiful lake, so
the wrath of God was taken away from us by the sacrifice of our
LordJesus Christ, and we have His comfort and love so greatly
to enjoy! Yes, He “was angry with me, but His anger is turned
away. and He comlorts me!” Oh, praise His blcssed Name!

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy so clearly. The Spirit of the
Lord was upon Him. He had wisdom and understanding to
speak words of counsel and knowledge Lo us poor and helpless
mortals. He speaks righteous judgment to lift up us poor and
needy creatures of earth, and to the meek He gives rest and
peace to the soul. He puts the Spirit of love and humility in the
heart ofallwho [ollow Him, taking away bitterness and hatred
that would seek to hurt and destroy. What a blessing to know
that He is our salvation, our strength, and our song! Let us
praise Him daily. and may the fruitofourlips be giving thanks
to His Name! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

I was struck with the phrase “the God of hope™ found in the
Memory Verse. Israel had displeased the Lord and Isaiah
foretells of their impending judgment; but along with thal. he
holds out a great hope. "...Though thou wast angry with me,
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me."

The Hebrew writer wrote - “Now no chaslening lor the
present seemeth (o be joyous but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable [ruit of righteousness..."
The God of hope, with an objective of return and reconciliation
to Himsell, permits us tobe shaken and awakened toour great
need ol His salvation. Lord of mercy, a Lord of second chances.
constantly looking, longing for our return.

Isaiah 30:15-16 reads “For thus saith the Lord God. the
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IHoly Oncoflsracl; in returning and restshallye be saved...and
ye would not. But ye said. no; lor we will [lec upon horses:
therefore shallye lee: and we will ride upon the swill; therelore
shall they that pursue you be swill.” It sounds like there is no
escape, why notsimply return? New ideas. plans, new things.
new loves, it will all catch up with us sooner or later. Has it
been so long thal you don’t remember what it was like Lobe al
home—the rest, one with God. the peace and comfort of
knowing that you were sale in Father's house. Your sins were
all gone and you were ready Lo go il death should call.

You know it is very dillicult, even embarrassing, Lo
swallow our pride and stubbornness and conless that —*l am
wrong” or l have sinned.” But, it's the way home. The Lord
can unplug the wells to our parched spirit. Come on home,
you've been gone too long! —Bro. Bob Wilson

OCTOBER 31, 2010
PROPHECY OF CHRIST'S VICTORY OVER DEATH

Isaiah 25:1 O LORD. thou art my God: 1 will exalt thee, |
will priuse thy name: lor thou hast done wonderful things: thy
counscls ol old are [aithfulness and truth.

4 FFor thou hast been a strength to the poor. a strength to
the needy in his distress. a reluge [rom the storm. a shadow
[rom the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm
against the wall.

6 And in this mountain shall the LORD ol hosts make
unto all pcople a feast of fat things, a least ol wines on Lhe lces,
ol fal things ull of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the lace of the
covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over
all nations.

8 llewill swallow up death in victory: and the LORD God
will wipe away tears from oll all faces: and the rebuke ol his
people shall he take away [rom oll all the earth: for the LORD
hath spoken it.

9 Anditshall besaid inthat day. Lo, this is our God: we
have waited for him. and he will save us: this is the LORD: we
havewaited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
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Isaiah 26:1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land
of Judah: We have a strong cily: salvation will God appoint [or
walls and bulwarks.

2 Open ye Lhe gates, that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in.

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfecl peace, whose mind is
slaycd on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

4 Trusl ye in the LORD forever: [or in the LORD JEHO-
VAH is everlasting strength.

7 The way ol the just is uprightness: thou. most upright.
dost weigh the path ol the just.

8 Yca. in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we
waited [or thee: thedesire of our soul is to thy name, and to the
remembrance ol thce.

9 With my soul have I desired theein the night: yea, with
my spirit within mc will 1 seck thee early: lor when thy
judgments are in the earth. the inhabilants of the world will
learn righteousness.

19 Thy dead men shall live, logether with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy
dew is as Lhe dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the
dead.

20 Come. my pcople, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shut thy doors aboul thee: hide thyself as il were for a little
moment. until the indignation be overpast.

21 For, behold. the LORD cometh oul of his place Lo
punish the inhabitants ofthe earth for their iniquity: the carth
alsoshalldisclose her blood. and shall no more cover herslain.

MEMORY VERSE: Thou will keep him in perfect peace,
whosc¢ mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Isaiah 26:3.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ is prophesied to
bring a spiritual [easl [or the souls of men. lake away the veil
of the carnal mind [rom the heart, and overcome dcath and
sorrow with a perfect salvation for all who trust and wail on
Him. He is also prophesied Lo come the second time Lo raise the
dead. reward the righteous and punish the wicked.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 25:1, “of old": Have always been.
Verse 4. "blastof the terrible ones™: Breath of the cruel one,

(21)



whether of man or the devil. “as a storm against a wall”: There
is a wall between the children of God and all the storms of
persecution that men and devils can bring against them.

Verse 6, ‘fat things”: Healthy, rich and nourishing things.
‘wines on the lees”: The [ull strength of the wine with the
settlings included. “fullofmarrow”: With the oil. "well refinec":
Pure and wholesome. All of these are the spiritual nourish-
ments that Christ will bring for the good of the soul.

Verse 7. “the covering and the veil”: The carnal mind.
which is a veil on the hearts ol men thal keeps the light of
Fleaven [rom shining in. Paul spoke of this in Il Corinthians
3:14 about people’s minds being blinded and the veil is upon
their hearts in the reading of the Old Testament, which veil is
done away in Christ.

Verse 8, “invictory”: Complelely forever. "the rebulce of his
people”: The reproach and shame that God's people have
sulfered in this evil world.

Verse 9, “this is the LORD": This is a prophecy of Christ
and He will be recognized by true and honest hearts and
acknowledged to be the Almighty God made manifest in
human flesh.

Isaiah 26:1, "bulwarlks”: Armed protection of faith and
love.

Verse 3, “stayed”: Leaning hard and holding [ast.

Verse 7, “weigh": Make level and clear.

Verse 8, *have wewailted for thee": Keeping the law of God
and being laithlul to Him with hope of the [ulfillment ol His
promises.

Verse 19, “dew of herbs™: The Hebrewsays “dew of lights.”
Thisrefers tothelights of the godly lives of holy saints like the
condensation of the dew to refresh and revive them unto
eternal life.

Verse 20, “enter into thy chambers”: Stay hid away with
Christ in God. (Colossians 3:1-4.)

Verse 21, “disclose her bloocl ancl no more cover her slain”:
This means that all humanity will not escape the coming
Judgment Day, but every one will give an account of himself
to God. (Romans 14:10-12))

LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today is another one of Isaiah’s wonderful
prophecies of Jesus Christ and the blessings that He was to
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bring (o the souls ol men. In the chapter previous he proph-
esied of the end cf time and the destruction ol this present evil
world on account ol the transgression being heavy uponit. The
final verse staled that the LORD ol hosts would reign in Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem belore His ancients, the elders and
faithful Saints ol old. in glory. So we see this as the setting for
the wonderful blessings prophesied in our lesson.

\We see prophesied the wonderful things that God will
accomplish in Christ Jesus. Christ fulfilled these things,
bringing rich spiritual food of the Bread of life. enlightening
the hearts of men by the shining revelation ol the Holy Spirit,
and the swallowing up ol death in victory. The Apostle Paul
made mention ol this in I Corinthians 15:51-57 in declaring
what will take place when Christ comes again to resurrect the
dead Lo immortality. As he said in verse 54. "When this
corruptible shall have pul on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality. then shall be brought Lo pass
the saying that is writlen, Death is swallowed up in victory.”

But. while we rejoice in hope ol the great victory we can
have over decath, there is the other side of the punishment that
will be poured out upon the inhabitants of earth lor their
iniquily. It is lor every one Lo turn [rom sin and transgressing
the holy laws ol God and “lollow peace with all men, and
holiness. without which no man shall see the Lord.” Hebrews
12:14. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What kind of [east did God make lor us Lo have in
Christ?

2. Whatwas theveil and the covering Lthal was spread over
men?

3. Whal was Lo be done with the power ol death?

4. Whaltallis in thesongthat we can sing in Christ Lloday?

5. How can our souls be kept in perfect peace?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

How wonderful is the message that we see in Lhese bright
prophecies ol our Lord and Savior,Jesus Christ! The Almighty
God is so good and gracious to us. How precious are His
counsels and promises! He surely is strength to the poor in
spirit and the needy in limes ol distress. And the blast ol
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adversily and persecution the Saints lace in this world will not
harm us, because of the walls ol salvation that He puts around
us. Isaiah 60:18 says ol the New Jerusalem that her walls
would be Salvation, and her gates Praise. And how wonderlul
are Lthe sweet [ruits ol rich spiritual nourishment that we can
enjoy through the inspiration ol the precious indwelling Holy
Spirit! The veil is taken away [rom our minds, and the things
that eye hath not seen and ears have nol heard are revealed
to uis through the Holy Spirit that Jesus made it possible [or
us to possess. And then let us think aboult the blessed hope
that this great salvation has given to us. Death will be
swallowed up in viclory! We will be raised [rom the grave in
immortal bodies that will never suller or die. All of this that we
see prophesied in Lthis wonderl(ul lesson [rom [saiah will come
to pass. part ol it now in the Spirit, and the final part on that
glorious day when Jesus comes again. May we be encouraged
to ever hold [ast to Christ and His righteousness, and experi-
ence the power ol His resurrection all the way.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

These (wo chapters ol Isaiah are [filled with beautiful
prophccies that are borne to us on the wings ol laith in God.
Here is an excellent example given to show us how to keep our
mind and soul in perfect peacein the midst ol trouble. wicked
people and an unscttled political environment. One can sec a
trail of God's laithlulness through these chapters thatlead the
upright to a victorious ending that triumphs even over death.
What a bright hope we have in Christ.

Noticc how the lesson begins by praising and exalting the
Lord for the wonderlul things He has done. Reflecting over our
past blessings and His laithlulness arc important stepping
stones lor our laith. Remembering how He has stood belween
us and the storms and perils of life helps us understand what
a personal Friend He is. Concerning the least we have with
Christ. the psalmist said, “Thou preparest a table belore me in
the presence ol mine encmices....” When God spreads a spiri-
tual l'east lor His children the world is powerless Lo stop it. Our
Heavenly Father provides lor us both physically and spiritu-
ally. and we also look lornwvard to the marriage supper ol the
LLamb. Today we are invited and we put on the wedding

(24)



garment of Christ’s righteousness, how delightful it will be Lo
partake ol that glorious celebration.

The promiseof the resurrection, when death is swallowed
up in victory, is still a bright hope to the Christian. While this
general resurrection is yet to come, we know that Christ was
the first [ruits of that resurrection and the same power that
raised Christ [rom the dead will one day raise us. Then our
waiting, toiling, struggling will be over and we will reign with
Christ in the kingdom of righteousness [orever. Thank the
Lord [or sharing this bright prophecy to Isaiah and preserving
it for us to enjoy today. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey

e <<= @
NOVEMBER 7, 2010
JESUS CHRIST OUR BEAUTY AND FOUNDATION

Isaiah 28:1 Woc to the crown of pride. Lo the drunkards ol
Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a [ading {flower. which are
on the head of the fat valleys of them thal are overcome with
wine!

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighly and strong one. which
asatempestolhailand adestroying storm, as a{lood ol inighty
waters overflowing, shall castdown to the earth with the hand.

3 Thecrown ofpride, thedrunkards ol Ephraim, shall be
trodden under [eet:

4 And theglorious beauty, which is on the head of the at
valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty (ruit before the
summer; which when he thatlooketh upon it seeth, while it is
yet in his hand he eateth it up.

5 In that day shall the LORD ol hosts be for a crown ol
glory. and for a diadem of beauly. unto the residue of his
people,

6 And for a spiril of judgment to him thal sitteth in
judgment, and lor strength to them that turn the battle to the
gate.

7 Bul they also have erred through wine, and through
strongdrink are out of the way: the priest and the prophet have
erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up ol wine,
theyareout of the way through strong drink: they errin vision.
they stumble in judgment.
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9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he
maketounderstand doctrine? Them that are weaned [rom the
milk, and drawn from the breasts.

10 For precepl musl be upon precepl, precepl upon
precept: line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there
a little:

11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he
speak Lo this people.

12 Towhom he said, This is the rest wherewilh ye may
cause Lhe weary to rest: and this is the relreshing: yet they
would not hear.

14 Wherelore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornlul
men. that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.

15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with
death. and with hell are we al agreement; when Lhe overflow-
ing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: [or
we have made lies ourrefuge. and under lalsehood have we hid
ourselves:

16 Therelore thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion
for aloundalion aslone, a tried slone, a precious corner stone,
a sure loundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

17 Judgmentalsowillllay Lo the line, and rightcousness
to the plummet: and the hail shall swcep away the refuge of
lics. and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

MEMORY VERSE: Wherelore also il is contained in the
scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chiel corner stone, elect,
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be con-
founded. | Peler 2:6.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Those who are overcome with the
wine ol worldliness and [oolish pride shall be destroyed in
eternal judgment, while those who make the Lord their
beauly, receive His precepls, and build upon Christ Jesus as
their loundation shall have strength to turn the battle toward
the gate of eternal life.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 28:1. “crown of pricle”: Prevailing to altain earthly
honor and the praise of men more than the praisc ol God.
"glorious beauty”: Physical beauty and attractiveness. without
inward adorning ol holiness before God. “fucling flower": As
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Isaiah 40:6 says, “All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness
. thereol is as the flower of the field."” All the physical beauty will
fade (o be consumed in the grave. *head of the fat valleys”:
Control or leadership of pleasures, earthly wealth, and riches.
Verse 2, “the Lord hath a mighty and strong one”: The
Hebrew says, “might and strength are of the Lord.”

Verse 4, “hasty fruit”: The early fruit of spring. “while yet
in his hand”: While he is picking it.

Verse 5, “residue of his people”: The holy remnant: those
who are not drunk with the wine of this world, but are faith{ul
to God.

Verse 6, “spirit of judgment”: Righteousness and justice in
God's sight. “turn the battle to the gate”: Fight the true battle
which is the good fight of faith that will enable us to lay hold
on eternal life. I Timothy 6:19

Verse 7, “wine and strong drink”: The spirit of pride,
worldly pleasure, and earthly riches. This kind of wine is still
plentiful inourworld. “swallowed up”: Destroyed. “stumble in
Judgment”: Waver and err from the real truth of God’s Word.

Verse 9, "weaned from the millc": Advanced [rom the
principles ol the Word of God to the deeper depths of spiritual
things. (Hebrews 5:12-14 and I Corinthians 3:1-3.)

Verse 10. “"precepl upon precepl”: Progress [rom one
commandment to another.

Verse 11, “another tongue”: A foreign language. (I
Corinthians 14:21.)

Verse 12, “the rest”: The true spiritual rest of [aith which
so many [ail to attain Lo. (Hebrews 4:1.)

Verse 15, “a covenant with death; an agreement with hell”:
This means that through the lies of false leachings and
doctrines of devils they are not afraid of death nor Lhe
punishment of hell.

Verse 16, “Therefore”: Because of all of these lies and
scorn against the Word of God. “a tried stone”: One who was
templed in all points like as we are, yet withoul sin. (Hebrews
4:15.) "notmalce haste”: not make hasty and [oolish decisions
of error. | Peter 2:6 uses the term “not be confounded.”

Verse 17, “judgmentto the line": Right and level judgment
according to God's Word. “righteousness to the plummet”:
Straight up and down in unwavering truth.
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LESSON BACKGROUND

We have in our lesson today one of the principle prophe-
cies of our Lord Jesus Christ and a scene of whal was laking
place when it was made. It is a scene ol drunkenness, pride
and vain beauty that prevailed in Israel along with makinglies
and [lalsehood as a means of a vain hope ol avoiding and
escaping the coming wrath and judgments of God. And this
very thing is still going on in this present age. People todayare
drunk. not only on alcoholic beverages, but on sex, riches and
all kinds ol physical plcasure. As a general rule. pcople are not
thinking ol eternily and the coming judgmentwe all must face.
Bul, for those who have the veiltaken from their hearts by Holy
Spirit enlightenment, the Lord ol hosts can be lor them a
crown ol glory and a diadem of spiritual beauty of the heart
and soul. And it will guide and strengthen us to fight the good
fight of laith, and turn the tide of life’s battles loward entrance
unto the narrow way and strait gate of life elernal.

We have verse 16 of our lesson quoled in the New
Testament. Paul, in speaking ol how some seek Lo atlain (o
righleousness by the law, stumbling al that stumblingstlone,
combined Isaiah 8:14 with this verse 16 thus: "As il is written,
pehold 1lay in Sion a stumbling stone and rock ol of fence: and
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamecd.” Romans
9:33. Then Peler quotesitin I Peter 2:6 (whichwehavechosen
as our Memory Verse). And he also joins it with Isaiah 8:14 as
Chrisl being the stone of stumbling and rock of offence.

In the midst of the corruption and deceplion in Isracl in
the time of Christ, God [ulfilled this prophecy ol Christ being
the stone upon which He built His Church. All of man's
rebellion and disobedience to the will of God cannot and will
not ever hinder and keep the All wise Creator [rom [ulfilling His
holy purpose. It will hinder each individual who draws back
from being obedient Lo God, but that will not change and
hinder God [rom accomplishing His purpose and good plea-
sure for those who are willing and obedient.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What does pride and vanily cause a man Lo seek alter?
2. Why is oulward beauly and lleshly glory so displeasing
to God?
3. How is the Word ol God revealed to the heart of man?
4. What kind ol foundation did God lay for His Church?
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5. Whatdoes it mean toreally believe and build on Christ?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

The Apostle Paul made a statement in Il Timothy 2: 19 that
goes well with our lesson. He exhorts us to study to show
ourselves approved of God, and speaks ol those who have
erred concerning the truth with lalse doctrines. Then he said,
“Nevertheless the foundation ol God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And. Let every
one that nameth the name of Christ depart [rom iniquity.” Let
us be diligent to build in truth upon the Rock. Christ Jesus.

—Bro. Leslie Bushee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

There is a truestory thatillustrates this Scripturc passage
very well: A young man lelt his home and lamily and journeyed
west, where he lound Saints of God who preached and lived
simple and humble lives. He lound a place ol scrvice in God's
work, and cventually married one ol the young ladies, who
shared his beliefs. Her long, plain dress and unassuming
hairstyle stood out like a “sore thumb” when he took her back
east for a funeral of a family member. Although they prolessed
to be lollowers of Christ, they were very worldly minded and
placed great value on high lashion. luxury vehicles and fine
homes. They soon made it plain Lo their new sister-in-law that
she was a misfit.

One of the young husband’s sislers was especially proud
of the brand new Cadillac that she and her husband had just
purchased. and in a very haughty, condescending manner,
relused (o let *a woman dressed like that” ride with them in the
vehicle during the luneral procession. The young sister lifted
her heart o the Lord for grace and sweetlness (o bear the
reproach and humiliation, andsoon ound herheartlilled with
comlort from His Spirit.

Because their hearts were lifted up in pride, these people
scorned the very thing which brought rest and peace to
humble hearts. and received in themselves the judgment of
the Lord. Not too long alter that, "the rest of the story™ became
known. That treasurcd Cadillac. the car that was too line lor
one of God's humble Saints, was ruined in a myslterious
“freak” accident. —Sis. Angcla Gellenbeck
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NOVEMBER 14, 2010
PREPARATION FOR THE COMING MESSIAH

Isaiah 40:1 Comlfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God.

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her,
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is par-
doned:; [or she hath received of the LORD'’s hand double for all
her sins.

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God.

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low: the crooked shall be made straight, and
the rough places plain:

5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD hath
spoken it.

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All
flesh is as grass. and all the goodliness thereofl is as the flower
of the field:

7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the
spiritl of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of
our God shall stand for ever.

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the
high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lilt
up thy voice with strength: lift it up, be not afraid: say unto the
cities of Judah, Behold your God!

10 Behold, the Lord God will come withstronghand, and
his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and
his worlk before him.

11 Heshall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom. and
shall gently lead those that are with young.

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest thou, O
Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is
passed over [rom my God?

28 Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, lainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching ol
his understanding.
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29 He giveth power (o the faint; and to them that have no
might he increaseth strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
young men shall utterly fall:

31 Bul they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles: they shall
run, and not be weary: and they shall walk. and not faint.

MEMORY VERSE: He shall feed his flock like a shepherd:
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry themin his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. Isaiah
40:11.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The hearts of men must be pre-
pared to receive the coming Savior by repcntance, turning
away [rom pride, wickedness, crookedness and ungodliness,
unto purity, righteousness and holiness before God. Repen-
tance toward God and faith loward our Lord Jesus Christ puts
us in line for His wonderful blessings.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 40:2, “"her warfare is accomplished”: Her great
purpose is [ulfilled. What Jerusalem was meant to represent
and be a typeofhas been fulfilled. Christ fulfilled itin bringing
in the New Testament spiritual values. “double for all hersins”:
What we receive in Christ Jesus and His salvation goes far
beyond what sins and worldly pleasures could ever do.

Verse 3, “Prepare ye the way of the LORD": Prepare your
hearts o be counted fit and worthy of the entrance of His
salvation.

Verse 4, “Every valley shall be exalted”: The low degraded
way ol lust, selfishness. disobedicnce.and unbelief must be
exalted (o sell-control, love for others, obedience to God's law,
and living faith in Him. “every mountain and hill shall be macle
low": All pride, selfish exaltation, worldly honor and desire for
the praise of men must be brought down to humility, meek-
ness, submission and tlotal surrender to God. “the crooked
shall be made straight”: The dishonest, deceitlul, fraudulent
and uneven way of life must be leveled to be honest, truthlul,
straight forward and faithful. “the rough places plain”: The .
coarse, unmerciful and careless attitude toward others must
become smooth, gentle and patient.
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Verse 5, “the glory of the LORD shall be revealed”: The
brightness and beauly of God and His commandments will be
clearly seen.

Verse 6, “the goodlliness thereof": The outward beauty and
fieshly grandeur of mortals. 1t is all to fade just as the grass
and [lowers will away.

Verse 9. The Hebrew renders this: “Go up (or yourself on
tire high mountain, O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion; lift
up your voice with strength, O thou that tellest good tidings to
Jerusalem: lill up, do not fear. say to the cities of Judah,
Behold your God!

Verse 10, “his reward is with him*: Christ had in His mind
and heart a [ull knowledge of whal His reward was going Lo be
for coming into this world to do the will of the Father. "his worlc
before him”: Jesus said in John 4:34, "My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.”

Verse 27, “Why sayest thou, my way is hic from the LORD.,
and my judgment is passed over from my God?": We should
never allow ourselves Lo have this despairing attitude before
God. We should be as dear old Job, *...The LORD gave, and the
LORD hath taken away: blessed be the name ol the LORD."
Job 1:21.

Verse 28. “no searching of his understanding”: The peace
ol God passcth all understanding. (Philipians 4:7.) His good-
ness and love lor us is deeper than the soundless sea and
higher than the heights above.

Verse 31, "wait upon the LORD": Tarry, look and hope
expeclantly Lo our laithful and loving Heavenly Father.

LESSON BACKGROUND

\We have in our lesson today the vivid and wonderlul
prophecy of John the Baplist, the lorerunner ol Christ, who
came preaching repentance to the people in preparation (o
reccive the Christ Who was to come and bring salvation and
hope lor humanity. All lour of the Gospels tell of John and his
message of repentance Lo the people and the baptism that he
ministered Lo them. Luke three tells alittle more than the other
three Gospels, even quoting directly from Isaiah 40 as we have
in our lesson. \Whal il says in verses 6-8 in our lesson, about
all llesh being grass and the goodliness thereol as the flower
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of the field. is quoted in I Peter 1:24-25. In verse 23 he speaks
aboul us being born again, “not of corruptible seed, but ol
incorrupltible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
forever.” It is surely something that we as mortals need to
remember and be aware of, that we are as the grass and all of
the beauly or greatness that we might possess is as the flower
of the grass. all to perish and fade away.

Verse nine in our lesson speaks of the good tidings to Zion
and lo Jerusalem and to the cities of Judah, joy(fully saying,
“Behold your God.” God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himsell. He was the eternal God manifestin human form.
He was to eslablish a better holy cily. a spiritual Zion and a
new and heavenly Jerusalem. Our Memory Verse is most
wonderful and true of our blessed Savior who was to be the
good shepherd and give His life for the sheep. (John 10:9-11.)

The final verses of Isaiah 40 are so encouraging. It has
been a message down through the years to many heavy
hearted and weary souls. It is wonderful for our Savior to
minister Lo us in our trials and renew our strength in times ol
heaviness and lemplation! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

. What must we do to prepare the way of the Lord?

. What is all flesh and the goodliness thereof?

. What did Christ come into the world to accomplish?
. In what manner did He relate to the souls of men?

. What will He do for those who wait upon Him?

Qs wN—

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

John the Baplist truly fulfilled the prophecy Isaiah set
forth aboul Him. And Jesus also truly fulfilled the prophecy ol
Him coming with a strong hand and arm ol power, fully
conscious ol the work He had to do and the reward that would
be His in being obedient to the will of the Falher. Even so we
can be success(ul in our Christian lives, keeping in mind what
Jesus accomplished through His obedience Lo the will of God
and whal He sullered for our elernal salvation. He will also
renew our strength in every time ol need.

—DBro. Leslie Busbee
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The lollowing excerpt is [rom "A Shepherd Lools at Psalm
23" by W. Phillip Keller:

“The tenant sheepman on the [arm next to my first ranch
was the most indifferent manager | had ever met. He was not
concerned about the conditions of his sheep. His land was
neglected. He gave little or no time to his flock, letting them
pretty well forage lor themselves as best they could, both
summer and winter. They fell prey to dogs. cougars and
rustlers.

“Every year these poor creatures were [orced to gnaw away
at bare brown fields and impoverished pastures. Every winter
there was a shortage of nourishing hay and wholesome grain
to feed the hungry ewes. Shelter to saleguard and protect the
sulfering sheep [rom storms and blizzards was scanty and
inadequate. They had only polluted, muddy water to drink.
There had been a lack of salt and other trace minerals needed
to offset their sickly pastures. In their thin, weal and diseased
condition these poor sheep were a pathetic sight...

"To all their distress, the heartless, sellish owner seemed
utterly callous and indilferent. He simply did not care. What
il his sheep did want green grass: [resh walter: shade: salety or
shelter [rom the storms? What il they did want reliel [rom
wounds, bruises, disease and parasites? He ignored their
needs —he couldn’t care less. Why should he—they were just
sheep—Iit only for the slaughterhouse...

"By contrast the simple Christian, the humble person, the
Shepherd's sheep can stand up proudly and boast. “The LORD
is my Shepherd—I shall not want.’

“lam completely satislied with His management ofmylile.
Why? Because He is the sheepman to Whom no trouble is too
great as IHe cares [or His flock. He is the rancher Who is
outstanding because of His [ondness [or sheep—Who loves
them [or their own sake as well as His personal plcasure in
them. He will, il necessary, be on the job twenty-lour hours a
day to see that they are properly provided for in every detail.
Above all, He is very jealous ofHis name and high reputation
as ‘The Good Shepherd.’

“IHe is the owner Who delights in His [lock. IFer FHim there
is no greater reward, no deeper satislaction, than that of
seeing His sheep contented, well [ed. sale and [lourishing
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under His care. This is indeed His very “Life.” He gives all He
has to il. He literally lays Himself out for those who are His.
“He will go Lo no end of trouble and labor to supply them
with the [inest grazing, the richest pasturage, ample winter
feed, and clean water. He will spare Himself no pains to provide
shelter from storms, protection [romruthless enemies and the

diseases and parasites Lo which sheep are so susceptible.”
Now | ask you: Which shepherd would you rather have?
—Sis. LaDawna Adams

QA <= ©
NOVEMBER 21, 2010

THE WISE LOVING OUTREACH OF CHRIST TO MAN

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine
elect, in whom my soul delighteth; | have put my spirit upon
him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

2 He shall not cry. nor lift up. nor cause his voice to be
heard in the street.

3 Abruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax
shall he not quench: he shall bring [orth judgment unto truth.

4 He shall not lail nor be discouraged. till he have set
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

5 Thus saith God the LORD., he that created the heavens,
and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and
that which cometh out of it: he that giveth breath unto the
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

6 1 the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will
hold thine hand. and will keep thee. and give thee for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles:

7 To open the blind eyes. to bring out the prisoners [rom
the prison. and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
housc.

8 lam the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will | not
give Lo another, neither my praise to graven images.

9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new
things do | declare: before they spring forth | tell you of them.

10 Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise [rom
the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that
is therein: the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.

17 They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly
ashamed, that trust in graven images, Ye are our gods.
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18 Hear, ye deal; and look, ye blind, that ye may see.

19 Whois blind, but my servant? or deal, as my messen-
gerthatlsent? Who is blind as he thatis perlect, and blind as
the LORD's servant?

20 Seeing many things, but thou observest not: opening
the ears, but he heareth not.

21 TheLORD is well pleased lor his righteousness’ sake;
he will magnily the law, and make it honourable.

MEMORY VERSE: God anointed Jesus ol Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good.
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; [or God was
with him. Acts 10:38.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ was the Son of God,
but He came as a servant (o bring judgment and salvation to
all mankind, and deliver them [rom sin and eternal death.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 42:1. “Behold": Fix your eyes upon and give [ull
attention. “uphold”: Support and sustain. “mine elect”: My
chosen One Who is acceptable and well pleasing (o Me.
“clelighteth”: Is pleased and satisflied with. “judgment to the
Gentiles”: Right judgment to all nations.

Verse 2, "notcry, norlift up. norcause his voice to be heard
in the street”: The meaning ol this is shown in Matthew 12:15-
17: *When Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself [rom thence:
and greal multitudes flollowed him, and he healed them all;
and charged them that they should not make him known: that
it might be fullilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet.”
And then Matthew recorded whatwe have in our lesson. Jesus
did notseek for man’s attention, but let His Father open up the
doors ol people's hearts lor Him.

Verse 3. "bruiseclreed”: Crushed or cracked rod or branch.
“not brealc”: Not cast ol or destroy. “smolcing flax not quench”:
Not extinguish or put out a candle or lamp wick growing dim.
“bring forth juclgment unto truth”: In the quoting ol this text in
Matthew 12:20 “till he" is added. These are souls ol men who
have been crushed by sin and the sorrows of life and whose
souls are llickering on theverge ol despair. Our blessed Savior
from His intercessory position in Heaven at the right hand of
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God is seeking o heal the bruised and add new flame (o the
flickering hecarts ol men and rescue them [rom defeat and
failure. Matthew also expresses il, "judgment unto victory.”
Victory and overcoming strength our Savior is abundantly
able to supply to all of us.

Verse 7, “prisoners from the prison”: Captives [rom the
bondage of sin.

Verse 18, “Hear, ye deaf; and look. ye blind": In our own
sellish and lleshly [rame ol mind we are deal and blind (o the
things of God. But il we will {ix our attention with prayer and
earnest desire to know and understand, God can and will
make known His judgments of truth and righteousness.

Verse 19, “Who is blind, but my servant? Or deaf. as my
messenger that I sent?”: There are things that Christ was—
and we should also be—deal and blind to. We should be deal
to the wisdom of this present world and blind to the decepltive
allurements and temptations ol the flesh.

Verse 21, "magnify the law": Cause the law of God to be
desirable and a joy to the soul of man. "malce it honourable”:
Causec it to be valuable and glorious.

LESSON BACKGROUND

We have in our lesson today some more ol the beautilul
qualitiesand attribules prophesied of our wonderful Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. As we have alrcady mentioned. the first
few verses are quoted in Matthew's Gospel in reference Lo
Jesus. It shows the humble and meck spirit that our Savior
ministered with ol His Word and miraculous power to the
people. He did not push Himselfl or strive to be heard. He knew
that His Father was with Him and guiding Him in His work. He
reached oul His heart and hand to the bruised and needy.
Those who received Him were richly rewarded and satisfied.
But those who drew back and were olfended at Him He let go
their way.

IHe came Lo open the eyes of the blind. The physically blind
reccived healing, but it was the spiritually blind that He
reached [or in His teachings. And the prisoners in the bondage
of sin and (ransgression before God found deliverance and
freedom in following Him. To those sitling in darkness He was
a light, and a bright and shining Star.
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We arc all responsible beflore God to make the right choice
in thislile. Noone is goinglodoit [or us. Other Saints can help.
but the choice is for us to make. So it is [or us to open our
hearing and seeing in the heart and seek to know and lollow
Him. We must be strong to turn a deal ear and refuse to behold
the attractions and the enticing words ol the carnal minded.
We must seek to receive with all ol our hearts that which
mortal eyes and ears cannot receive. We will be glad that we
did. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What kind of eyesight and hearing must we have to see
Jesus?
2. Why did Jesus nol cry nor lilt up His voice in Lthe street?
3. Who is the bruised reed and smoking (lax belore Him?
4. Who are the prisoners that sit in darkness?
5. In whal way was Jesus blind and deal as the LORD's
servantl?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Thank God our Heavenly Father for His Son Jesus. He
prophesied of Him hundreds ol years belore Ile made His
humble entrance into this world. Isaiah made clear and
precise predictions of what the Savior of the world would be
like. He was (o be strong and powerful as the Son of God to do
so many wonderf{ul works, but meck and lowly and gentle to
win Lhe alfections and admiration of the hearts of men. He was
loving and helpful while He was solid and unmovable.

He did not [ail in the mission God gave Him in coming
down into this world. He was abused and mistreated by His
fellow man but held no feelings ol revenge and hatred. He
refused Lo look at things through the eyes of the carnal and
worldly minded. He looked at things only through the eyes ol
God.

He humbled Himsell and became obedient Lo the death of
the cross. And. inreward [or His obedience, the Almighty God
raised Him up from the grave and sel Him in the eternal
Heavens Lo appear in behall of all who would trust and follow
Him. —Bro. Leslic Busbee
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The ministry of Christ is,"To open the blind eyes, to bring
oul the prisoners (rom the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house.” Many so-called “free
people” fail to recognize and see the prison that they are in.
Websler delines a prison “a state ol confinement or captivity.”
Againinlsaiah61.1, "...toproclaimliberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound.”

Many people know better, so why do they goahead and do
those things that destroy themselves and their families? They
are a prisoner in the prison house. The alcoholic knows he
ought to quit, so why does he continue on—he is a slave in
prison. A prison that is just as real and walls thatare just as
thick as the state penitentiary we see. Those that pull on
cigaretles, knowing it is destroying their body, knowing they
don’twant their children doing so, continue day after day, year
alter year. Others are literally eating themselves to an early
grave—300 lbs. ... 350 ...400, then the heart gives out. The
fornicators and adulterers know deep down that this lust
doesn’t satisfy the soul and that these sins wreck body, mind,
spirit, marriage and relationships: yet they are a captive. Still
others arcimprisoned by anger, unforgiveness, bilterness and
fear, and month after month it continues. But | see another
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind (the
knowledge of what is right), and bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that
I am! \Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? “For
that which I do1 allow not: for what I would. that do I not: but
what I hate, that do 1.”

Arc you wretched? Are you lired of doing those things that
you really hate, those things that bring guilt and shame. Tired
ol trying to Iree yoursell: oh, how hard you have tried Lo quit
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and do better, only to meet with flailure again and again. Are
youtired ofl ooking out the bars of your prison. hoping, longing
to be [ree in your spirit and life; to live a life of victory and
uprightness. Jesus called, “Lazarus” by name and he came
forth out of his dark tomb. He can call your name __ . and
bring you forth out of your darkened, hopeless, prison house.
Fear not. He has the love, power and willingness to do so.
“Whom the Son sets [ree is [ree indeed.” —Bro. Bob Wilson

Q&/Q
NOVEMBER 28, 2010
CHRIST COMING TO THE EARTH WITH SALVATION

Isaiah 49:1 Listen, O isles. unto me: and hearken, ye
people, from [ar: The LORD hath called me [rom the womb;
from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my
name.

2 And he hath mademy mouthlike a sharp sword: in the
shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished
shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me:

3 And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Isracl. in
whom I will be glorilied.

4 Then | said, | have labored in vain, | have spent my
strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is
with the LORD. and my work with my God.

5 And now, saith the LORD that formed me [rom the
womb (o be his servant. to bring Jacob again to him, Though
Israel be not gathered. yet will I be glorious in the eyes of the
LORD. and my God shall be my strength.

6 And he said. It is a light thing that thou shouldest be
my servant Lo raise up the tribes ol'Jacob. and Lo restore the
preserved of Israel: 1 will also give thee lor a light to the
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the
earth.

7 Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his
Holy One. to him whom man despiseth. to him whom the
nation abhorreth, to a servant ol rulers. Kings shall see and
arise. princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is
faithful, and the Holy One of Israel. and he shall choose thee.

8 Thus saith the LORD. In an acceptable time have |
heard thec. and in a day ol salvation have | helped thee: and
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I'will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people,
Lo establish the earth. to cause (o inherit the desolate heri-
lages:

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth: to
them that are in darkness. Shew yourselves. They shall feed
in the ways. and their pastures shall be in all high places.

10 They shall not hunger nor thirst: neither shall the
heat nor sun smite them: [or he thathath mercy on them shall
lead them. even by the springs ol walter shall he guide them.

11 And I will make all my mountains a way. and my
highways shall be exalted.

13 Sing. O heavens: and be joyful, O carth; and break
ferth into singing, O mountains: [or the LORD hath comflorted
his pcople. and will have mercy upon his afllicted.

14 But Zion said. The LORD hath forsalen me. and my
Lord hath lorgotten me.

15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion onthesonofherwomb?yea, they
may lorgel. yet will | not [orsake thee.

16 Behold. I have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands: thy walls are continually before me.

MEMORY VERSE: For he saith, I have heard thee in a
timecaccepted. and in the day of salvation have I succored thee:
behold. now is the accepled time: behold. now is the day of
salvation. Il Corinthians 6:2.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus the Christ is prophesied to
save all in Isracl who will believe in Him, and also to be the
salvation for all other nations. His coming was a day ol
salvation and a Lime when whosoever will can be saved and
come and drink ol the fountain of the water of lile [recly.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 49:1, "called me from the womb™: \Was conceived in
Iis mother's womb. predestined to be the Savior of the world.

Verse 2. "mouth lilce a sharp sword”: The Word ol God that
Jesusspokeis pictured as such. “For the word ol God is quick,
and powecerful, and sharper than any (wo-edged sword, pierc-
ing even Lo the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow. and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents ol the heart.” Hebrews 4:12. This is the Word of God
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which by the Gospel is preached unto us by true and faithful
ministers. "quiver”: A carrying case [or arrows. God had Christ
hidden and preserved from the evils of the world, but brought
Him forth in His ministry by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 4, “my juclgment is with the LORD": In the eyes of the
carnal minded of the world Christ spent His strength for
naught and in vain, but, in the eyes of Almighty God. His work
was elfective and accomplished the everlasting purpose and
good pleasure of God.

Verse 5, “to bringJacob again to him”: God worked through
Christ to bring all Israelites who would believe and obey the
Gospel to be in God's favor as Jacob had been in his time.

Verse G, "Itis a light thing”: To save theJews was a small
part of what God was going to do in the gift of His Son. He was
also going Lo give Jesus [or a light to the Gentiles lor salvation
to the end of the earth.

Verse 7. "him whom man despiseth, to him whom the
nation abhoreth”: This was what Christ bore and suffered from
the carnal unbelieving men of His own nation.

Verse 8. “acceplable time”: Favorable and dclightful op-
portunity.

Verse 9. “prisoners”: those in the prison house of sin. “Go
Jorth™: Come out and be [ree! “Shew yourselves”: Teslify to
what you have found in Christ. “feed in the ways”: Eat the
bread of life [rom above. “high places”: The heavenly realm ol
the spiritual blessings of salvation and peace.

Verse 11, "my mountains a way”: The upward way of
holiness.

Verse 13, “his afflictecl”: Those who sulfer for the Gospel
in His will.

Verse 16, “graven™ Held in loving remembrance and
protcction. “thy walls continually hefore me”: Thy protection
and carc will never fail.

II Corinthians 6:2. "succored": Given aid. relicf and help.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Today we have a wonderful lesson from the prophet Isaiah
concerning our blessed Lord and Savior, Jesus Chrisl. And
from these Scriptures the New Testament writers have drawn
the basis of their statements of faith in Christ, and we have
several that are mentioned in their writings. First, let us take
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note in verse one how Christ was called by the LORD God [rom
His mother. Mary's. womb. And in both Matthew 1:18-25 and
Luke 1:26-38 we have the account of Mary being with child
and the events that surrounded this wonderful manifestation
of the wisdom and power of God.

Then in verse six we have the declaration that Christ was
God's servant not only to raise up and restore the preserved of
Israel, but God would also give Him to be alight Lo the Genliles
and His salvation to the ends of the earth. And in Acts 13 we
have the account of Paul and Barnabas preaching the Gospel
al Antioch in Pisidia, bringing in scveral prophecies ol Jesus
with their message. And thenwesce theJews being filled with
envy and speaking against the truth that was preached,
contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and Baranabas
declared that since these Jews were putting it [rom them and
judging themselves to be unworthy ol everlasting lile, they
were turning to the Gentiles. And then in verse 47 they quoted
from verse six in our lesson.

Paul quotes [rom verse 8 of our lesson in I Corinthians 6:2
declaring that the acceptable time and day of salvation is
NOW! Then we have verse 10 repeated in Revelation 7:16-17
speaking of the redeemed without number belore the throne
of God and of the Lamb. Oh, what a beautiful scene we have
portrayed in this glorious prophecy ol this day of salvation!

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

|. Why did it appear that Christ had spent His strength in
vain?

2. Who besides Isracl did God give Christ to be a light [or?

3. What did God promise to [ulfill in this day of salvation?

4. What does Christ say to the prisoners and those in
darkness?

5. What comfort does God give to the discouraged and
downcast?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Surcly our Savior faced much sorrow and discouragement
in His sojourn on this earth by being rejected by the Jews and
finally sentenced to die at their hands! But, as our lesson
slates. surely His judgment was with the LORD, and His work
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was with His God. And. though His own earthly relations in
Israel rejected Him, He was glorious in the eyes of God, and
God was His strength. It was a small thing to present His
salvation to Israel, for God was giving Him to be a light (o all
other nations in the world and His salvation to the ends of the
carth! And the multitude He gathered to Himsell was [rom
every kindred. tongue, and people who would wash their robes
in His blood and serve Him faithlully in His temple for eternity!

—Bro. Leslic Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

A phrase in the tenth verse of our lesson is impressive. It
says, "...Jor he that hath mercy on them shall lead them...."
This phrase speaks volumes about the nature of our Lord and
Savior. A shepherd being lollowed by his sheep portrays the
symbolism of the Scriptures concerning Christ. The sheep are
not being driven and coerced by harsh discipline, but theyare
willingly following their shepherd. The bond that unites the
Nock to their shepherd is love. It is manifested in the shepherd
by the tender care and mercy He has [or the [lock and the love
is reciprocated by their willingness Lo do anything to please
their shepherd.

Some of the greatest conllicts Jesus had with the Scribes
and Pharisees werc over the harsh practices they demanded
of the people that even they themselves would not do. Their
harshness was rooted in pride and reflected the hardness of
their hearts. Jesus came ollering mercy and pardon Lo all who
recognized the sinful condition of their hearts and humbled
themsclves to follow Him.

A shepherd of Jesus' caliber reaches lar beyond national
borders, for many people will respond o a lcader who cares
aboult them so greatly. 1t is this carc that motivated the song
of joy expressed in verse 13. We are so blessed Lo have Jesus
as our Savior. His wonderful plan of salvation reaches every
nation, race and kindered of pcople. And (o know that His
kingdom lasts forever should cause a song of joy to issue [rom
every heart that has been washed in the cleansing lountain
that was opened on Calvary for sin and for uncleanness.

—Bro. Willie E. Murphey
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DECEMBER 5, 2010
THE CHRIST OF GOD COMING TO A SPIRITUAL ZION

Isaiah 52:1 Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion;
put on thy beautilul garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for
hencelorth there shall no more come into thee the uncircum-
cised and the unclean.

2 Shalke thysell [rom the dust: arise, and sit down, O
Jerusalem: loose thysell from the bands of thy neck, O captive
daughter ol Zion.

3 For thus sailth the LORD. Yc have sold yourselves lor
nought: and ye shall be redeemed without money.

6 Therelore my people shall know my name: therelore
they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak:
behold it is I.

7 How beautilul upon the mountains are the leet of him
that bringeth good tidings. thatpublisheth peace: that bringeth
good tidings ol goadl. that publisheth salvation: that saith unto
Zion. Thy God reigneth!

8 Thy walchmen shall lift up the voice: with the voice
together shall they sing: [or they shall seceye to eye, when the
LORD shall bring again Zion.

9 Break lorth into joy. sing together, ye waste places of
Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comlorted his people, he hath
redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the cyes ol
all the nations: and all the ends ol the earth shall see the
salvation ol our God.

Il Departye,departye, goyeout[rom thence, touch no
unclean thing: go ye out ol the midst ol her: beye clean. that
bear the vessels of the LORD.

12 For ye shall not goout with haste, nor go by flight: for
the LORD will go belore you: and the God ofIsrael shall be your
rerewardl.

13 Bchold. my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be
exalted and extolled, and be very high.

14 As many were astonied al thee: his visage was so
marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons
ol men:

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations: the kings shall
shut their mouths at him: lor that which had not been told
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them shall they sece: and that which they had not heard shall
they consider.

MEMORY VERSE: And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? asitis written, How beaultiful are the leet of them
that preach the Gospel ol peace, and bring glad tidings ol good
things! Romans 10:15.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God wants all men to have a
chance (o hear the good ncws of Bible salvation that His Son
Jesus Christ brought to the world and made available by His
sullerings and death on the cross that they might depart [rom
sin and iniquity and be clean and holy in His sight.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 52:1, "strength”: Power Lo overcome sin and the
devil. "beautiful garments”: Salvation and holiness before God.

Verse 2, "the clust”: The carnal ordinances of the old law
system. “the bands of thy neclk”: The bondage and limitations
ol material carthly things.

Verse 3. "sold yourselves for nought”: Given your hearts
and lives lor things of no value. “redeemed withowt money*:
Not redeemed with silver and gold (rom your vain conversation
received by tradition from your lathers. (I Peter. 1:18))

Verse 6, “my people shall know™: Jesus said, "My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them. and they lollow me."” John
10:27.

Verse 8, “see eye (o eye”: Have spiritual vision of Jesus
Christ together in harmony and unity ofheart and spirit. ‘shall
bring again Zion": Shall bring to light the spiritual Zion, the
true Church of the living God.

Verse9. "waste places”: Barren arcas of life and character
that hunger and thirst lor righteousness and the [ruit of the
Holy Spirit.

Verse 10. "macle bare his holy arm™: Revealed the great
power ol His might o save the souls of men [rom all sin
through the preaching ol the Gospel of Christ. “all the ends of
the earth”: All nations and kindreds and peoples and tongues.
(Revclations 7:9.)

Verse 11, "Departye”: IFlee, escape. and be separate [rom
all defilement of sin and transgression against God. “be ye
clean”: Purify yoursclves. “that bear the vessels of the LORD™:
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Thal the LORD wants lo use Lo proclaim the Word ol His
Salvaltion.

Verse 12, “not go out with haste”: You will know what you
arc escaping [rom and what God wants to bring you to in His
holy Church. "go before you, and be your rerewarcl.”: God is
belore us. clearing the way for us. and He is behind us o
protect and gather us up.

Verse 13, “deal pruclently”: Rule wisely under the clear
leadings and inspiration ol the Holy Spiril. “exalted and
extollecd”: Lilted up in life and characler, triumphant over all
the templations of the flesh and the world.

Verse 14, "ustonied”: Ignorant and offended al the Leach-
ings ol Jesus. “visage so marrecd”: Through intense and
agonizing sullerings the physical bearing ol our Savior was
terribly disligured.

Verse 15. "sprinkle many nations”: Made available and
proclaimed to all humanity. “shut their mouths™: Be pul Lo
silence and shame. “consider™: What they had never heard
they would understand.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our lesson today we .. v anodic: one o Isaiah’s
brilliant prophecies of Jesus Chirist aid the Chwarch ol God,
which lle purchased with His own blood. It sums up Lo be a
message Lo us who are saved and born into the lamily of God
by the spiritual birth that Jesus spoke about to Nicodemus in
John 3:1-8. There was the old Jerusalem and Mount Zion told
about in the Old Testament. Bul [saiah is nol speaking of
them. He is speaking of the New Jerusalem that comes down
Irom God out of I leaven into the hearts and lives of those who
believe in and follow f(aithfully the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Savior of mankind. It 1s a wonderlul message and we rejoice in
it today.

We are to awake oul ol ignorance and spiritual slumber Lo
what Christ is oflering us in the New Testament. \We can know
Christ and hear Him speak (o us personally. Verse seven in
our lesson is quoted in Romans 10: 15 by the Apostle Paul, and
we have chosen that asour Memory Verse. Paul was speaking
ol the rightecousness ol laith and believing in the Lord Jesus,
declaring that there is no difference between the Jew and Lhe
Greek. and quoted [rom Joel 2:32 that whosocver shall call
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upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. He brought out that
they must hear and believe in Him upon whom they call, and
how it must be preached for them tohear. Then he quotes from
Isaiah about those who preach and bring glad tidings of good
things.

Paul. in Il Corinthians 6:17 quotes from verse 11 in our
lesson: "Wherefore come oul from among them. and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and
I will reccive you.” How good Lhe Lord is to work oul a plan of
salvation and make it so available lor us Lo Lake hold of and be
s0 blessed and benclited thereby! —Bro. Leslie Busbec

QUESTIONS:

1. What is the strength and beautilul garments we can
pul on?

2. What other than money were we redcemed by?

3. Whal are the good Ltidings thal are preached in Christ?

4. How do people relale Lo one another in this New
Jerusalem?

5. What must we do to be able 0 cnter therein?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Oh. how the soul of man nceds Lo awake lo righlcousness
and the wonderful spiritual blessings that the Lord Jesus
Christ has brought Lo us! He came [rom Heaven Lo bring us
cternal treasures that we can possess and enjoy now, right
herein this presentlife. The Zion and Jerusalem that the Lord
has eslablished and made possible for us Lo enter is a spiritual
city. ILis pictured in Revelation 3:12 and 21:2 as thecily of God
and the Bride. the Lamb’s wile, Hebrews 12:22 declares it Lo
be the city we have come Lo in this New Testament era. How
wondlerful o be in spiritual Zion! Paul also declares it, in
Galatians 4:26. Lo be the Jerusalem above which is [ree and
the mother of all who are truly in Christ Jesus. In this
wonderful city we know and communc with Christ Jesus in
the Spirit, and we know when [le speaks Lo our hearts. His
ministers who are watchmen on the walls ol salvation speak
and sing logether in harmony and sec “eye Lo cye.” thal is, in
perleet unity. This is because we all can listen Lo the same
sweet Holy Spirit who reveals Lo our hearts what eye has not
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seen, nor ear heard, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him. (I Corinthians 2:9.) Our lesson also shows
how Christ's appearance was so marred more than any man.
His sulferings on the cross brought this about. ButJesus also
has blessings to bestow upon all nations here on earth. Thank
the Lord for this wonder(ul prophecy! Let us hold fast and be
faithful to Him. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“How beautiful upon the mounltains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings of good. that publisheth salva-
tion...”

Raymond Bush, missionary (o South Africa in the early
1900's. tells the story ofayoung boy who begged to go with him
from his village back to the mission station so he could learn
aboul Jesus and how Lo read the Bible.

“Whal is that thing you are sweeping dirt inlo?" he asked
the missionary’'s wife on his way lo class one day. “It's a
dustpan,” she replied. That day he told his Leacher thal he
wanled Lobe named "Dust Pan.” because he wanled togoback
to his village and carry away all the dirt from the lives of his
father, family and friends. “I wanl to be a Dust Pan for Jesus!”
he said.

Soon he had won five of his friends (o the Lord, and when
finally the missionary planned another trip back Lo Dust Pan’s
village, he rejoiced that now he could go back and tell about
Jesus. His feel became sore and covered with blisters as they
crossed the burning sands and followed the dangerous jungle
trails. He became lost [rom the group because of his bloody.
mangled (eet, and the missionary shivered with horror to hear
the roaring of the lions close by. Finally, miraculously, Dusl
Pan camelimping oul of thetall grasses and reached his home
village.

Dust Pan's father was one of the most [amous wilch
doclorsin that part of Africa, and usually killed more than 600
people every year. But through Dust Pan’s love and laithful-
ness. he won the hearts of his whole lamily, even his cruel
father. When the missionary returned the following year, 364
souls were waiting to be baptized, all because of the “beautiful”
limping. bloody feet ofoneyoungboy. —Sis. Angela Gellenbeck

(49)



DECEMBER 12, 2010
CHRIST, DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN

Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? And to whom
is the arm of the LORD revealed?

2 For he shall grow up belore him as a tender plant, and
as arootout of adry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness;
and when we shall see him., there is no beauly that we should
desire him.

3 Ileis despised and rejected of men: a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with griel: and we hid as it were our faces [rom
him: he was despised. and we esteemed him not.

4 Surcly he hath borne our griels, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken. smitten of God. and
alflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised [or our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him: and with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned
every one Lo his owri1way: and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity ol us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was alflicted. yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep belore her shearers is dumb. so he openeth not his
mouth.

8 Hewastakenlrom prison and fromjudgment: andwho
shall declare his generation? for he was cut ol out of the land
ol the living: lor the transgression ol my people was he
stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the
rich in his death: becausc he had done no violence. neither
was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yect it pleased the LORD to bruise him: he hath put
him (o gricl: when thou shalt make his soul an olfering for sin,
he shall sce his seed. he shall prolong his days. and the
pleasurce of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11 1le¢ shall see of the travail ol his soul. and shall be
salisfied: by his knowledge shall my rightcous servant justily
many: lor he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therelore will I divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath
poured out his soulunto death: and he was numbered with the
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transgressors: and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.

MEMORY VERSE: All we like sheep have gone astray: we
have turned every one (o his ownway:;and the LORD hath laid
on him the iniquily of us all. Isaiah 53:6.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Because all mankind had trans-
gressed God's law. God sent His Son o suffer and to die in our
place so thatwe could be saved and healed. The Lord God laid
on Jesus Christ the iniquity of us all. God was satisfied with
whalt Jesus sullered to pay the penalty lor our sins.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 53:1. “the armof the LORD": The force and strength
ol Almighty God manilest in human flesh.

Verse 2. “tender plant”: Like a very small (wig of a fallen
tree that sprouted. “root out of a ciy grouncd”: Growing up
without worldly praiscandhonor. “noformnorcomeliness”:No
outward beauly or majesty.

Verse 3. “despised and rejected”: Lightly esteemed and
counted as emply and worlhless. “sorrows”: Pain and sulfer-
ing. “acquainted with grief: Familiar with adversity and
allliction. “hid our faces fromhim”: Did not wanttolookat him.
“esteemed him not”: Counted him ol no value.

Verse 4. “borne”: Took upon himsell.

Verse 5. “wounded”: Pierced. "bruised”: Crushed. “chas-
tisement of owr peace”: The punishment required for the
alonement of our sins. "stripes”: Marks on the flesh caused by
beating.

Verse 6, “afflictec”: Pressed down under hard blows.
“opencd not his mouth™: Did not seek o defend Himself.

Verse 8. “taken from prison ancd jucdlgment”: This means
that Christwas denicd any fair and just protection, not put in
prison Lo wail until people’s temper and anger cooled down so
that He could have a [air trial. The Septuagint Greek transla-
tion for this says. "In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away.” This was explained by Philip o the Ethiopian eunuch
in Acls 8:32-33. “declare his generation”: consider or take
accountol. “cutoff”:Denied theright tolive. “for the transgres-
sion of my people was he stricken”: The punishment [or the
trespasses ol men were pul on Jesus.

(51)



Verse 10, “it pleased the LORD (o bruise him”: It was God's
will for Christ to sulfer in this way. “see his seed”: God was
looking at the generation of righteous, godly, and holy people
that would be brought forth from Christ’s suffering on the
cross.

Verse 11, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall
be salisfied": God will recognize and accept the suffering that
Christ wenl through as the ransom price for our salvation.

Verse 12, “divide him a portion with the great”: God
rewarded Jesus for His obedience Lo the dealh of the cross by
highly exalting Him and giving Him a name. which is above
every name. Philippians 2:8-9. "numbered with the transgres-
sors”: Accounted as guilly [or death as sinful man was. Christ
was condemned and crucified along with two thieves.

LESSON BACKGROUND

The New Testamenl quotes [rom our lesson in several
places. Verse one is quoled in John 12:37 and 38 like this:
“But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet
they believed not on him: that thesaying of Esaias the prophet
might be fulfilled which he spake, ‘Lord, who hath believed our
reporl? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?™
Paul quoled it in Romans 10:16, “Bul they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord. who hath believed our
reporl?” | Peter 2:24-25 quotes [rom verses [ive and six about
us being healed with his stripes and like sheep going astray.
We have already mentioned how that Philip spoke [rom this in
his message to the eunuch in Acts 8:32-33.

The prophecy in our lesson is one of the most outstanding
in the Old Testament of our Lord Jesus Chrisl. He [ulfilled it
all o the letter. He was despised and rejected ol men, even
those ol His own nation. Heshowed all the power and evidence
thal was needed to back His teachings and declarations ol His
Sonship with the Almighly. But, because He was humble,
lowly. merciful, kind and withoul pride and self-honor, He was
rejecled and despised. especially by the rulers and those who
were religious leaders. The enlire aclivitics carried oul by
those who hated him were void ol righteous wisdom. He was
arrested that night, run through a mock trial through the
night, condemned. sentenced Lo dealh, and executed the next
morning. No mercy, no chance. no lolerance was given. They
hated Him, and wanted to get rid of Him. Bul it was all a
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fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and the Almighty beheld it all
and accepted it as the redemptive price for the salvation of lost
humanity. While the Jewish leaders gloated over their tri-
umph, a great surprisewas in store for them to meet later on.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What was the real beauty that Jesus portrayed to
humanity?

2. What was He wounded and bruised for?

3. Why was the LORD God satisfied with Christ's suffer-
ings?

4. What part of our lesson shows what His reward wasto be?

5. What do we all owe to Jesus for what He did for us?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

If our blessed Jesus had not faithfully obeyed the will of
the Father in suffering and giving His life like He did, we would
have all been lost forever. He well knew what the stakes were
in the great decision He made in the garden that night as He
prayed and submitted to the will of God. How we all need to
realize what we owe to Him! We owe Him everything (each one
of us): our life, service, affections, obedience and faithful
allegiance. He gave us His all; and nowweneed to give Him our
all. Ifwe could but be made aware of the depth of His love and
what He has to offer as the King of kings and Lord of lords, we
would say from our hearts as Paul said from his heart: “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” And, when He makes His will
known, we must rise up and follow it through unto the end.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

*But he was wounded for our transgressions” Do you see
the body of Christ being hung on a cross, to be wounded for
our sins? Every murder, every theft, every lie, every act of
promiscuity, every abuse, every sin and transgression com-
mitted by man was covered by the blood of Jesus. He was
wounded to redeem us from all of our sins. Do you really
believe it?

“He was bruised for our iniquities” Iniquities will include
those sins brought upon us by default: such as the inbred
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carnal nature, genetic tendencies, the reproach and blame of
other people’s sins before us. These were also laid upon our
Savior, tobear for our redemption. Canwe truly believe thatthe
brutality that Jesus suffered was for us—for our iniquities?

“The chastisement of our peace was upon him." Why did
our Lord stand before Pilate and say nothing? Why did He
suffer as the guilty? Because in this action, He was giving to
us his peace and calm assurance thalt He was truly in control.

“And with his stripes wearz healed.” Jesus Christ bore for
us a Roman scourging, not a Jewish scourging. A Jewish
scourging consisted of a beating with a rod or strap of any
amount up to forty lashes. A Roman scourging was [ar more
cruel. The lash consisted of a bundle of cords that were
entwined with lead balls, pieces of glass and bone. It was
meant to rip and tear the flesh. There was not a limit to the
amount of the lashes. The victimwas to be scourged to within
aninch ol his life, but without death. While this may be a little
graphic in description. we really need to look upon just what
our dear Savior bore for us! Why did He bear this scourging?
Because, “with his stripes we are healed.” It is our promise to
claim. Do we really believe it?

Just one small verse but it perfectly describes God's plan
of salvation. Isaiah was looking forward to a time when our
Savior would fulfill this prophecy for us. For in Christ(, we have
forgiveness of our sins, healing [or our bodies, emotional and
mental stabilily as well as hope for eternity.

“Oh. let me e’er this scene behold,
Oh let me hear the story told.
Of Him Who there the victr'y won,
Who said in prayer. “Thy will be done!”
—Sis. LaDawna Adams

DECEMBER 19, 2010
JESUS CHRIST SAVES US FROM SIN

Isaiah 59:1 Behold. the LORD's hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy. that it cannot hear:

2 But your iniquilies have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his [aceromyou, that he will
not hear.
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3 Foryour hands are deliled with blood, and your fingers
with iniquily: your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath
muttered perverseness.

4 Nonecalleth [orjustice, norany pleadeth lor truth: they
trust in vanity, and speak lies: they conceive mischiel, and
bring lorth iniquity.

7 Their leel run to evil, and they make haste to shed
innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity: wast-
ing and destruction are in their paths.

8 The way ol peace they know not; and there is no
judgmentin their goings: they have made them crooked paths:
whosoever goeth therein shall not know peacc.

12 For our transgressions arc¢ multiplied belore thee,
and our sins testily against us: [or our transgressions are with
us: and as for our iniquitics. we know them:

13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and
departingaway [rom our God, speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart words ol lalsehood.

16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that
there was no intercessor: therelore his arm brought salvation
unto him: and his rightcousness. il sustained him.

17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate. and an
helmelt of salvation upon his head: and he put on the garments
ol vengeance [or clothing, and was clad with zcal as a cloak.

19 Soshall they [car the name ol the LORD [rom the west,
and his glory [rom the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall
come in like a (lood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a
standard against him.

20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them
that turn Irom transgression in Jacob. saith the LORD.

21 As for me. this is my covenant with them, saith the
LORD: My spirit that is upon thee. and my words which I have
put in thy mouth. shall not depart out of thy mouth. nor out
ol the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy sced's
secd. saith the LORD. [rom hencelorth and for cver.

MEMORY VERSE: Il we say that we have no sin, we
deceive oursclves. and the truth is not in us. If we conless our
sins, he is [aithful and just to forgive us our sins, and o
cleansc us [rom all unrighteousness. | John 1:8-9.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Sin and transgression in disobedi-
ence lo the laws of the holy God Who created mankind
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separaled us [rom fellowship and communion with Him. But
God has sent His Son down from Heaven to take upon Him
human [lesh, to give Himsell as a ransom price for our
salvation and deliverance.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 59:2, “iniquities”: Evil ways and doings ollensive
and displeasing in God's sight.

Verse 3. "perverseness”: Contrary and distorted ideas.

Verse 12, “transgressions”: Rebellion and (respasses
against God. "our (ransgressions cure with us”:\Ve are aware ol
our sinful condition. God has so clearly given light and
knowledge of His holiness and what pleases Him that any
mortal will be made aware of his or her sin if they will be
honest. with an open mind.

Verse 13, “oppression”: Injury and wrong toward others.
“revoll”: Crime and violence.

Verse 16. “he saw that there was no man”: God knew that
there was no human being that was withoul sin. As il is
picturced in Revelation 5:3. "No man in heaven, nor in earth,
ncither under the earth, was able Lo open the boolk, neither Lo
look thereon.” This book pictured as in the right hand of God
sealed with seven scals was the plan of salvation for sinful
mankind.

Verse 17, "garments of vengeance”: Chrisl look vengeance
against the devil and through His death and resurrection
destroyed his power against man. "zeal as acloalc”: Christ was
zealous Lo do Lhe will of God at the peril of His earthly life.

Verse 19, “lift up a standard against him”: Cause satan to
llee. The Holy Spiritin Jesus enabled Him toresist the devil all
the way, and that same Holy Spirit will enable us to do the
same.

Verse 20. "the Redeemer shallcome to Zion": This is Christ
coming Lo the souls of men Lo make them spiritual Zion, the
New Jerusalem. “unto them that turn from transgression”:
Only those who truly repent and turn away from sin and
transgression against God will be able Lo Lalkke hold of His grace
and salvation.

Verse 21, “this is my covenant with them”: This is the new
covenant described in Jeremiah 31:31-34 and quoled in
Hebrows 8:8-12 and 10:16.

(56)



LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today is a continuation of the message God
was sending to Israel through Isaiah. Here we have power[ul
counsels of reproof to the people concerning their sins and
iniquities. And what God spoke (o Israel is a message [or all
humanity and for us today. As Paul slated in Romans 3:23,
“For all have sinned. and come short of the glory of God."” And
in that same chapter Paul quoted various passages from the
Old Testament concerning sin, some of them being from this
very chapter in Isaiah, namely verses 7 and 8, about the
shedding of blood and not knowing the way of peace.

Thank God, there are those and there have down through
the years been those who sensed their guilt and desired
deliverance and mercy. The poor little woman who washed
Jesus feel with her tears of repentance. the publican who
climbed up into Lthe tree to see Jesus, and many otherswe have
record of who felt the weight of their sins and came to Jesus
for the help they needed in their souls.

Bul the latter part of our lesson shows whalt Christ, “the
arm of the LORD,” accomplished in coming to Zion and to
themwho were willing to turn from their transgressions. What
a wonder/ul salvation we have in Him! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

. Whalt does iniquily and sin do Lo the soul of man?

. What are some of the evils mentioned in our lesson?
. Why was there no intercessor for man?

. Who was the Redeemer who was (o come to Zion?

. Unto whom was the Redeemer Lo come?

b WN —

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

“As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin: and sodeath passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.
Therelore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men
to condemnation: even so by the righteousness of one the free
gilt came upon all men unto justification of lile. For as by one
man'’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Moreover the
law cntered. that the offence might abound. But where sin
abounded. grace did much more abound: thal as sin hath
reigned unlo death, even so might grace reign through righ-
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teousness unto eternal life byJesus Christ our Lord.” Romans
5:12, 18-21. This statement from Paul pretty well sums up our
lesson. Thank God for the Lord Jesus Christ Who by His
obedience and righteousness reversed the course of man from
condemnation and eternal loss to victory over sin and hope of
eternal life and gain! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Beautifal Snow

“In the early part of the Civil War, one dark Saturday momning in the dead of winter,
ayoung woman, 22 years old, died at the Commercial Hospital, Cincinnati. She had ence
been a very beautiful girl, and the pride of respectable parents. Highly educated and
accomplished, she might have shone in the best society. But she was stubborn and willful
and would not listen to warning. She played with fire and called it “fun.” One day she
awoke to find herself ruined by a fatal mistake which she could not erase. She was fallen.

She spent the rest of her young life in disgrace and shame, and died poor and
friendless, a brokenhearted outcast. Among her personal effects was found, in manu-
script, the poem, “Beautiful Snow,”which wasimmediately carried toEnos B. Reed, editor
of the Natiomal Union. In the columns of that paper, on the moming following the girl's
death, the poem appeared in printfor the first time. When the paper came out on Sunday
morning, the body of the victim had not yet received burial. The attention of one of the
first American poets, Thomas B. Read, was soon directed to these newly published lines,
and was 5o taken with their stirring pathos, that he immediately followed the corpse to
its final resting place.

Such are the plain facts concerning her whose “Beautiful Snow” will be long
regarded as one of the brightest gems in American Literature"

O the snow, the beautiful snow, O the snow, the beautiful snow!
Filling the sky and the earth below! How the flakes gather and laugh as they go!
Over the housetops, over the street, Whirling about in its maddening fun,
Over the heads of the people you meet, It plays in its glee with everyone.
Dancing, Chasing,

Flirting, Laughing,

Skimming along. Hunrying by,

Beautiful snow! It can do nothing wrong. It lights up the faceand it sparkles the eye;
Flying to kiss a air lady's cheek; And even the dogs, with a bark and a bound,
Clinging to lips in a frolicsome freak. Snap at the crystals that eddy around.
Beautiful snow from the heavens above, ~ The townis alive, and its heart ina glow
Pure as an angel and fickle as love! To welcome the coming of beautiful snow.
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How the wild crowd goes swaying along,  How strange it should be that this beautiful snow
Hailing each other with humor and song!  Should fall on a sinner with nowhere to go!

How the gay sledges like meteors flash by,  How strange it would be, when the night comes again,
Bright for a moment, then lost to the eye.  If the snow and the ice struck my desperate brain!

Ringing, Fainting,
Swinging, Freezing,
Dashing they go Dying alone,
Over the crest of the beautiful snow. Too wicked for prayer, toa weak for my moan

Snow so pure when it falls from the sky, To be heard in the crash of the crazy town,
Tobe trampled in mud by the crowd going by;  Gone mad in its joy at the snow coming down;
Tobe trampled and tracked To lie and to die in my terrible woe,

by the thousands of feet With abed and a shroud of the beautiful snow.
Till it blends with horrible filth in the street.
Helpless and foul as the trampled snow,
Sinner, despair not, Chnist stoopeth low,
To rescue the soul that is lostin sin,
And raise it to life and enjoyment again,

Once I was pure as the snow, but I fell;

Fell, like the snowflakes, from Heaven to hell;
Fell, to be trampled as the filth of the street;
Fell, to be scoffed, to be spit on, and beat.

. Groaning,
Plegdlng, Bleeding
using, Dying for thee
Dreading to die, ying '

The crucified hung on the cursed tree
His accents of mercy fall softon thine ear,
“Is there mercy for me?

Will He heed my weak prayer?"
0 God, in the stream that for sinner did flow
Wash me, and [ shall be whiter than snow.

Selling my soul to whoever would buy,
Dealing in shame for a morsel ofbread,
Hating the living and fearing the dead.
Merciful God! Have | fallen so low?

And yet 1 was once like this beautiful snow!

Once I was fair as the beautiful snow,

With an eye like its crystals, a heart like its glow; “Come now, and let us reason
Once I was loved for my innocent grace, together, saith the LORD: though your
Flattered and sought for the charm of my  sins be asscarlet, they shall be as white

face. as snow; though they be red like crim-
Father, son, they shall be as wool.” Isajah 1:18.
Mother, —Submitted by Bro. Bob Wilson
Sisters all,
God, and myself I have lost by my fall. (Othersources credit J. W. Watson

The veriest wretch that goes shiveringby ~ as the author of this poem. They state
Will take a wide sweep, lest I wander too nigh; that all but the last verse was first pub-
For of all that is on or about me, | know lished in the Ypsilanti Commercial on
There s nothing that's pure but thebeautiful snow. January 8, 1870. —W.E.M.)
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DECEMBER 26, 2010
THE CHRIST COMES WITH HIS SALVATION

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me;
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the
day ol vengeance of our God: to comlort all that mourn;

3 Toappoint unto them that mourn in Zion, (o give unto
them beauty for ashes. the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
ol praise for the spirit of heaviness: that they might be called
treesofrighteousness, theplanting ofthe LORD, thathe might
be glorified.

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be
joylul in my God: lor he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation. he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decketh himsell with ornaments, and as a
bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth bringeth lorth her bud, and as the
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth:
so the Lord GOD will cause righleousness and praise to spring
forth beflore all nations.

Isaiah 62:1 For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and
for Jerusalem's salke I will not rest, until the righteousness
thereol go lorth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burneth.

2 And the Genliles shall see Lhy righteousness, and all
kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which
the mouth of the LORD shall name.

3 Thou shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the
LORD. and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.

4 Thou shall no more be termed Forsaken: neither shall
thy !and any more be termed Desolate: but thou shaltbecalled
Hephzibah. and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in
thee. and thy land shall be married.

5 For as ayoung man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons
marry thee: and as a bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride. so
shall thy God rejoice over thee.

10 Go through, go through the gates: prepareye the way
ol the people: cast up. cast up the highway: gather out the
slones: lilt up a standard for the people.
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11 Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of
theworld, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation
cometh: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before
him.

12 And they shall call them, The holy people, The re-
deemed of the LORD: and thou shall be called. Sought out, A
cily not [orsaken.

MEMORY VERSE: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
becausc he hathanointed me to preach the gospel Lo the poor:
he hath sent me Lo heal the brokenhearted, Lo preach deliver-
ance Lo the captives, and recovering ol sight to the blind. Lo set
atliberty them thal are bruised, topreach the acceptable year
of the Lord. Luke 4:18-19.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God Almighly prophesied that the
Chrisl would be anointed with the Holy Spirit Lo bring salva-
tion Lo a lost and dying world thal would liberale the soul of
man [rom sin, sorrow and death. All who receive ol His grace
and salvalion would be to Him like a beautilul bride to love and
cherish for all eternity.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Isaiah 61:1, “anointec”: Chosen. consecraled and com-
missioned. "binc up”: Cheer and lilt up.

Verse 2, “acceptable year”: Fullness of Lime [or being
accepled as a delight to God. “day of vengeance”: Defeat ol
salan for his evil works upon humanity.

Verse 10, “clothed with salvation and righteousness”:
These are garments worn by the inward man of the heart.
“ornaments ancl jewels”: Inward decorations of the spirit.

Isaiah 62:3, “royal diadem”: A gem of elernal value Lo
shine forth (o the world and humanity.

Verse 4. “Hephzibah': My delight is in her. “Beulah*:
Married (o Christ.

Verse 5. "thy sons marry thee”: This is spiritual language
which means that the souls who are brought forth by a
spiritual birth in Christ are not only united in love to Him, but
they are also united in love to the Church.

Verse 10, “prepareyethe way”:Make it available and open
that all who desire Lo walk the way of holiness can do so
joylully. "castup”: Build up the way ol a Christian in holiness,
purity. and righteousness for all to know and [ollow, exalted
above the world and its vanity and pride.
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LESSON BACKGROUND

In our lesson today we have another vivid and beautiful
prophecy ol our Lord Jesus Christ that was inspired of the Holy
Spirit Lo Isaiah, the Gospel prophet. \WWe want to point out that
the lirst part ol our lesson was lullilled by the Lord Jesus, as
is so wonderfully related in Luke 4:18-19. Jesus had returned
to Galilee in the power ol the Spirit alter His forty day [ast and
time ol temptation in the wilderness in which He had tri-
umphedover the temptations of the devil. He came to Nazareth
where He had been brought up and wentinto the synagogue on
the Sabbath day. as His custom was, and stood up to read. He
was handcd the book ol Isaiah, which upon opening, He lound
the scripture Irom Isaiah thatwe have in our lesson. We have
chosen as our Memory Verse the reading that Luke shows that
Jesus read. And when He was finished He declared, “This day
is this scripture lullilled in your ears.” So we have no doubt that
this was a prophecy ol our Lord and Savior.

All of these two chapters, Isaiah 61 and 62 are delinitely
prophecies ol Christ and the great work He accomplished here
on carth. He is pictured in these prophecies as being the
Husband to the souls ol all He would save Irom sin and death.
We who partake ol His wonderful grace are a delight to Him
and we are His bride, married to Him lor eternal joy and
happiness. How wonderlul that we can enter in through the
gates into the city, walk on the highway ol holiness, and have
a light o shine out belore the world! We can be that holy
pcople. redeemed of the LORD God. sought out, and a city not
forsaken! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What all did the Spirit anoint Christ o do?
2. Whatdid the LORD causc to shine :orth before the world?
3. How is the highway ol holiness cast up by the Saints?
4. What are the believers in Christ called to be?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

There is no more beautilul a picture shone lorth in the
Holy Scriptures than that ol the King ol kings and Lordollords
with His holy Bride, the Church ol God at His side. Speaking
ol romance and love. there is no greater account ever told. And
the mostwonderlul thing about it is that every soul of man has
the invitation given through the Scriptures to be a part ol this
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wonderful marriage. Christ gave His life to purchase for
Himsell a Holy Bride. She is pure and holy, without spot or
wrinkle or any blemish. She is in the eternal bloom of youth
and becauty ol heart and soul that is pleasing to her Husband.
It means much lor us Lo cleanse ourselves [rom all filthiness
of the llesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
(Il Corinthians 7:1.) It willbe worthwhile [or us todeny selfand
the temptatjons of the devil and be found of Him in peace,
without spot and blameless in that day. —Bro. Leslic Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The news ol Jesus birth was a wonderful event in the
coursc ol human history. The Lord revealed to Isaiah many
things concerning His virgin birth many years before it aclu-
ally occurred. These prophecies help us o make no mistake
concerning the Divine origin, purpose and identity of Jesus
Christ. Without them, people could havebeen easily led astray
by imposters who assumed a cloak of religious importance. An
example of this today would be when someone proclaims that,
the world will end on a certain date and people become
deceived and stirred up by their proclamation. However the
true people of God are not consumed by those deceptions
because they know that Jesus said. "...for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Even the
angel told the shepherds. "And this shall be a sign unto you:
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in
a manger.” Luke 2:12. The shepherds made no mistake when
they found the Savior.

These truths anchor us when the enemy tries to confuse
our minds and distort the real meaning of God's plan of
salvation. Thank the Lord lormaking things plainandclearto
His people. Now for those who have ulterior motives, the truth
is often obscure. When Herod tried to find and kill Jesus at a
later titne he was unable to find Him and as a result he had
many children slain. but God had warned Joseph (o [lee to
Egypt. This warning protected Jesus [rom Herod's evil inten-
tions. "...in his quiver hath he hid me:” [saiah 49:2.

When an honest soul is seeking lor the Savior. the Lord is
[aithlul to guide them by His Spirit. For the Gospcl day, lorseen
by [saiah. is still being preached and souls are still finding and
experiencing the wonder(ul love, dceliverance and care of
Christ's salvation. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey
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