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BIBLE LESSONS FOR FOURTH QUARTER, 2010 

THEME FOR FOURTH QUARTER 

We are inspired for this series of Bible Lessons to study the 
wonderful prophecies found in the writings of the prophet 
Isaiah. Since the New Testament quotes so much from Isaiah 
it is important to understand the writings of this man of God, 
and to be able to apply them rightly to their wonderful 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. the Son of God. and the writings 
of His apostles. We pray the Lord to bless these lessons to the 
enlightenment of all who read and study them. 

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

� 

OCTOBER 3, 2010 

MERCY AND DELIVERANCE OFFERED FROM GOD 

Isaiah 1: 1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz. which he 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem . . .  

2 Hear, 0 heavens. and give ear. 0 earth; for the LORD 
hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children.  and 
they have rebelled against me. 

3 The ox knoweth his owner. and the ass his master's 
crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the 
LORD, they have provoked the Holy One oflsrael unto anger. 
they have gone away backward. 

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it: but wounds, and bruises. and putrifying 
sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up. neither 
mollified With ointment. 

9 Except the LORD of hosts had left us a very small 
remnant, we should have been as Sod om. and we should have 
been like unto Gomorrah. 

10 Hear the word of the LORD. ye rulers of Sod om; give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices 
unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of 
rams, and the fat of fed beasts: and I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks. or of lambs. or of he goats. 
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14 Your new moons and appointed feasts my soul hateth: 
they are a trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. 

1 5  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers. I will not 
near: your hands are full of blood. 

16 ·wash you, make you clean: put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil: 

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the op­
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow: though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. 

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the land: 

20 But if ye refuse and rebel. ye shall be devoured with 
the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

MEMORY VERSE: If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves. and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Israel as a nation and all mankind 
have sun}{ in the mire of sin and transgression against the 
Almighty Creator, but He is willing to forgive and be reconciled 
to us if we will repent and straighten up our lives and be willing 
to obey and please Him. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 1 :3, "crib": Manger being fed from. "doth not con­
sider": Have not understood. 

Verse 4. "Ah": An exclamation such as "oh!," also implying 
pending woe and trouble. "laden": Heavily weighed down. 
"corrupters": Bringing about decay and ruin. 

Verse 6. "no soundness": Not wholesome or complete. 
"putrifying":To be moist: dripping: fresh (i.e. recently made as 
such.) "not been closed": Not been treated for healing. "molli­
fied": Eased and softened. 

Verse 9. "a very small remnant": A few survivors. "should 
have been": Would have really been. 
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Verse 10, "rulers ofSodom": Leaders of God's people who 
rank with the iniquity and sin of the ancient cities of Sod om 
and Gomorrah. 

Verse 11, 'jull": Had enough. 
Verse 14, "hateth": Has no pleasure in whatever. 
Verse 15, 'jull of blood": Their ways and deeds are con­

taminated with spiritual death and destruction . 
Verse 16, "Washyou":Cleanse yourselves by turning from 

iniquity to obedience to God's Word. 
Verse 18. "let us reason together": Let us come to righ­

teousness and truth. "scarlet: red like crimson": Stained with 
sin and transgression . "white as snow: as wool": Clean and 
spotless. 

Verse 19, "willing and obedient": Submissive and atten­
tive to hear and understand.  

LESSON BACKGROUND 

Isaiah was a prophet called of God to speak and prophesy 
to the nation of Israel, as verse one states , in the days of 
Uzziah. Jotham, Ahaz. and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. We will 
have farther on in our Bible Lessons the account of his call to 
be a prophet of God. 

In our lesson today we have the message God gave to 
Isaiah to the children of Israel, especially those in Judah and 
Jerusalem. It is a sad portrait of the people descended from the 
nation that God of old had delivered from Egyptian bondage. 
This nation had a dark history of tendency and weakness to 
sin and transgression against the Eternal God Who had called 
them to be His people. Notice the language used in our lesson 
expressing God's displeasure against those who profess to be 
His people. It is a sad and heart rending picture. but it is also 
a true picture of the entire human race. sold under sin and 
ungodly lusts. What the prophet Isaiah is saying to Israel is a 
message for all humanity. and for us today. Yes, humanity is 
as Israel was. sinful. laden with iniquity, evil doers, corrupt­
ers. provoking the Holy One of Israel unto anger, and gone 
away backward. Looking at the human race today, and 
especially at our own nation. we see this condition prevailing. 
There is no spiritual soundness. just woeful sores and terrible 
conditions prevailing everywhere. 
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And this is prevail ing despite the many churches and 
professed religion abounding all around. The big organiza­
tions, the big talk, and h igh professions mean noth i ng with 
God when there is no perfect obedience to His Word and 
hol iness of heart and mind. God was call ing for i t  back then , 
and He i s  sti l l  call ing for i t  i n  this New Testament dispensation 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We now have the precious blood 
of J esus standing as a means of being cleansed from all s in.  
but i t  will  not be effective if  we refuse to wash and cleanse our 
selves from all fi l th iness of the flesh . perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God . (I I Corinthians 7: 1 .) This message that Isai ah gave 
Israel in h is day is a message for human kind today. I t  is to be 
noti ced that verse nine in our l esson is quoted by Paul in  
Romans 9:29, speaking of the remnant that  God brought ou t 
through the Gospel of Christ Jesus. -Bro. Leslie  Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  What does our lesson show concerning the tru e  stale of 

hum anity? 
2. What kind of wounds and sores is the prophet speaking 

ol'? 
3. VJhy was God not pleased with the ani mal sacrifices? 
4. What does God want us to do to get right with Him? 
5. How can we wash ourselves and make ourselves clean? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

In  our lesson today we have an accurate expression of the 
d ispleasure and grief that God Almighty had with Israel and 
with human i ty in  general . The whole scene is one of moral and 
spiritual sickness and uncleanness. Man is plagued and 
defiled wi th sin and transgression against the Creator. Israel 
as a nation was so stained with sin and things that were 
d ispleasing to God that their religious ceremonies and activi­
ties meant nothing to Him. They had become in the eyes of God 
even as Sodom and Gomorrah was in the time of Abraham. 
Ezekiel  16:49 described the iniqui ty of Sodom thus: "pride, 
ful lness of bread, abundance of idleness. neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy." Sodom was also 
stained with the awful sin that we have in our world and land 
today.  the sin of "men with men" as is expressed in Romans 
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I :27. The Almighty God sti l l  hates sin and will not condone 
and j ustify i t  in  any way. Even though Christ paid the ransom 
for our sins our soul must sti l l  meet the requi remen t to be 
justified . as presented in our lesson . "Wash you. make you 
clean: put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes: 
cease to do evi l :  learn to do well ;  seek judgment. rel ieve the 
oppressed. judge the fatherless. plead for the widow." This is 
true  repentance and unless one fully does so. no help wil l  be 
gained .  -Bro. Lesl ie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Day after d ay God extends His mercy and goodness to 
manki nd . wooing them to turn from their evil ways and be 
restored to fellowship with Him.  \Vhy should anyone perish 
when pardon and grace is offered to all who wil l truly repen t 
of their sinfu l  l ives? Verse three of our lesson refers to animals 
whose names some people have l ittle compunction abou t 
call ing others . i n  a beli ttli ng way. who they consider to be 
clumsy or less intell igent. Yet the Lord points out that these 
animals know who their master is. they know where their food 
comes from and they know where home is.  Are there people 
today who do not consider these basic facts with regard to their 
own lives? Sadly i t  seems the answer is "Yes. "  

\Ve h ave a l l  heard stories o f  pets that have strayed o r  been 
carried away from their home and yet some time later they 
somehow found their way back home to the delight of their 
owners. Pigeons can be carried many miles from their home 
and yet. with a God-given sense of direction . when they are 
released they return with rapid speed . God would be pleased 
if more people had as great a desire to find H i m. 

May we all slop and consider where we are spiritually with 
respect to our Creator. Allow the Lord to reason with us of 
righteousness. temperance and j udgment to come. Have we 
d rifted away? Are we trusting in our own strength.  works.  or 
righteousness? Have we been caught up in some en ticement 
that carried us far from the fold of God? Are we trapped and 
bound by the power of satan? I f  so.  then let us humbly retu rn 
to the one who was wil ling to give H is l i fe for our redemption . 
H e  is all-powerful and He is able to deliver those who call on 
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Him for help. Jesus is the good Shepherd that cares about 
those that have strayed away, He is still looking for His lost 
sheep. 

Those of you who have strayed from God should follow the 
example of the prodigal son and arise and return to your 
Father's house. Our gracious Heavenly Father will surely be 
waiting for you With open arms of mercy. A song says, "Turn 
around, turn around, God is calling, He's calling you from a life 
of wasted years." Our heart rejoices because of the compassion 
the Lord has toward needy people. -Bro. Willie E. Murphey 

� 
OCTOBER 10, 2010 

HEARING AND SEEING, BUT NOT UNDERSTANDING 

Isaiah 6: 1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne. high and lifted up. and his train 
filled the temple. 

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings: 
With twain he covered his face, and With twain he covered his 
feet. and with twain he did fly. 

3 And one cried unto another, and said. Holy. holy. holy. 
is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 
---4-Andthe posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried. and the house was filled with smol<e. 

5 Then said I. Woe is me! for I am undone: because I am 
a man of unclean lips. and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken With the tongs from off 
the altar. 

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken away. and thy sin 
purged. 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send. and who will go for us? Then said I. Here am I: send 
me. 

9 And he said. Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not: and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
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10 Make the heart of this people fat. and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes: lest they see With their eyes. and 
hear with their ears, and understand With their heart, and 
convert, and be healed. 

I I  Then said I .  Lord, how long? And he answered, Until 
the cities be wasted Without inhabitant, and the houses 
without man, and the land be utterly desolate. 

12 And the LORD have removed men far away. and there 
be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 

13 But yet in it shall be a tenth. and it shall return, and 
shall be eaten: as a teil tree. and as an oak, whose substance 
is in thetn. when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall 
be the substance thereof. 

MEMORY VERSE: Take heed therefore how ye hear; for 
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath 
not. from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to 
have. Luke 8: 18. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The fleshly materialistic mind of 
r.�ortal man cannot perceive or understand the spiritual 
truths of God that Christ came to bring to us. We must be 
inspired and enlightened by the Holy Spirit to be able td 
comprehend the real tntth of the Word of Almighty God. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 6: 1 .  "his train ": The skirts of his garments. 
Verse 2. "seraphims": Bright angels. "twain": 1\vo. 
Verse 3, "Holy": Fully sacred, pure and without sin. 
Verse 4. "posts of the door": What the door was fastened to. 

"moved": Was shaken. ':filled with smoke": Manifestation of 
God's wrath. 

Verse 5. "undone": Cut off. 
Verse 7, "purged": Covered. 
Verse 9, "understand not": Does not distinguish a'nd 

separate each vital truth in the clear light. "perceive not": Does 
not recognize and comprehend the real meaning. 

Verse 10, 'fat": Not keen or receptive, but rather dull and 
untouchable. "heavy": Dull and unaffected. "shut their eyes": 
Turn their sight away from the light. "lest they see ": Keep them 
from seeing and knowing. "convert": Turn around and away 
from sin. 
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Verse 1 1. "How long?": Until when? 
Verse 1 2, 'forsaking": Desolation and emptiness. 
Verse 13, "tenth": A very small part. "it shall, eturn": It wil l  

come back and earnestly seek for l ight and understanding. 
"eaten ":Taken in and absorbed in the heart. "as a teil tree. and 
as an oalc": Lil\:e any strong tree . "whose substance is in them": 
Which in being cut down leaves a stump which wil l  bring forth 
the desired tree. "the holy seed": The true people of God 
inspired and enlightened by the Spiri t of God. 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

After Isaiah had received forgiveness for his sins and h ad 
expressed wil l ingness to be sent by God with a message for the 
people, his commission was a solemn matter that shows the 
hardness and resistance of the hearts of men toward the Word 
of:God . All fou r  of the Gospels in the New Testament make 
mention of this. Matthew. Mark and Lul\:e mention Christ 
speaking to the multitudes that gathered to hear Him. and 
how He spoke to them in parables . These parables had deep 
hidden meaning that Christ did not make known to the people. 
He would say in  connection with the parables . "Who hath ears 
to hear. let him hear." When His disciples asked Him why He 
spoke thus in parables , Christ quoted from this passage in 
Isaiah 6. What He was doing in speaking in parables was 
fulfill ing Isaiah's prophecy. speaking truth in a way that kept 
the meaning hidden. but  could be explained and revealed to 
those who seek earnestly for it .  Jesus counted H is disciples to 
be qualified to have the p arables explained to. And H e  made 
a statement concerning this that Matthew, Mark and Luke all 
express. And we have the one in Luke as our Memory Verse. 
Matthew 13:12 puts it this way: "For whosoever hath .  to him 
shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: bu t 
whosoever hath not.  from him shall be taken away even that 
he hath." 

This shows the individual responsibi l i ty every person has 
before God to be eager and wil l ing to hear His voice and 
understand His Vvord . Paul used this same scripture to the 
Jews that he met with at Rome. when from morning ti l l  evening 
he spoke to them concerning Jesus both out of the Law of 
Moses and out of the prophets . Some believed . and some 
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believed not. So Paul referred them to this scripture from 
Isaiah . (Acts 28:23-27.) 

John also referred to it in John 12:39-41. Let us conclude 
that hearing the Word of God is no small matter, but a serious 
responsibility that we all as mortals need to be aware of  and 
take d il igent heed to. -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
l. What kind of person was Isaiah and the people he lived 

among? 
2. Why did God choose to speak in a mystery to the 

people? 
3. Who is the "holy seed" who wil l  return and receive His 

Word? 
4. How did Jesus do as Isaiah did in speaking to the 

people? 
5. What must we "have" to be able to understand God's 

message? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

Paul stated in I Corinthians 2:6- 10 thus: "Howbeit  we 
speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the 
wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world , that 
come to nought: but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery. 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: 
for had they known it. they would not have crucified the Lot'd 
of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard . 
n either have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things.  yea, the deep things of God."  

Jesus spol\e in parables to the people. These parables had 
deep and valuable meaning that the people needed at that 
time. and we today need to grasp these truths in our own 
hearts and lives. It means so much for the words of Jesus and 
all the holy teachings of the Bible to sink down in our hearts 
that we might lay hold of their deep and vi tal meaning. 'n 
Matthew 1 1  :25-27 (also recorded in Luke l 0:2 1-22) we read: 
"At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee . 0 �'ather. 
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�ord of heaven and earth . because thou nast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent .  and hast revealed them u n to 
babes. Even so. Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight .  All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth the Son. but the Father: neither knoweth any man 
the Father. save the Son . and he to whomsoever the Son wi l l  
r:eveal him. " 

God is not interested in forcing anyone and cramming 
down into our being the \Vord ofl-Iis counsel against our desire 
�nd will . He knows and we need also to realize that His 
precious laws and commandments are worthy of all the honor. 
respect. desire. l ove. appreciation . fai th and obedience that we 
can render. Thus the Lord has seen IH to speak th rough the 
Gospel and His messengers in ways that the casual and 
disinterested attitude wil l  overlook and cast aside. Let us not  
allow ourselves to  coun t  the Word of God l igh tly . I t  1 s  worthy 
of all of our love, attention and obedience. Remember: to him 
that hath shal l  be given , but from him that hath not shall be  
taken even what he hath. -Bro. Lesl ie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

What really impresses me when I read about Isaiah's 
vision of God is the fact that it  was total ly necessary for him 
to really SEE God . and SEE himsel f. before he could be a 
messenger to the people. 

Others in the Bible had this same experience. Jacob. 
when wrestled with by a "man . "  unto the breaki ng of day. 
really saw, and acknowledged himself in that experience. 
When he made that acknowledgement. God changed him and 
he was never again the same. Job said . " I  have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear. but now mine eye seeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself. and repent in dust and ashes."  
Daniel also h ad a vision of this "man"-\Vho we know was 
Christ-and fel l  to the ground as dead . No physical strength 
remained in him. Joshua saw "the man" with His drawn 
sword . and fel l  on his face .  

\Ve are not  going to  be  able to do God's worl< nor  answer 
God's call for battle, for duty .  or for carrying out the great 
commission , u n ti l  we see God for Who He is, in H is righteous­
ness . holiness . wisdom and glory. \Ve also repent .  acknowl­
edge our weaknesses . abhor self. and realize that we are totally 
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undone and nothing without God. Even after years of service 
to God, there is sti l l  nothing good about us or our works. culd 
the only position of power is on our face before God . 

-Sis. Angela Gellenbeck 

� 
OCTOBER 17. 2010 

CHRIST OUR SANCTUARY 

Isaiah 8:9 Associate yourselves , 0 ye people.  and ye shall 
be broken in pieces : and give ear. all ye of far countries: gird 
yourselves . and ye shall be broken in pieces: gird you rselves . 
and ye shal l  be brol�en in pieces. 

10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought: 
speak the word. and i t  shall not stand ; for God is with us. 

1 1  For the LORD spake thus to me wi th a s trong hand . 
and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this 
people .  saying. 

1 2  Say ye not .  A confederacy. to all them to whom this 
people shal l  say. A confederacy: nei ther fear ye their fear. nor 
be afraid.  

1 3  Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself: and let h im be 
your fear. and let him be your dread . 

1 4  And he shall  be for a sanctuary: but for a stone of 
stumbling and for a rocl� ofolTence to both the houses ofl srael ,  
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of J erusalem. 

15 And many among them shall stumble, and fal l ,  and be 
broken. and be snared , and be taken. 

16 Bind up the testimony. seal the law among my d is­
ciples. 

1 7  And I will wait  upon lhe LORD . that hicleth his face 
from the house of Jacob. and I wil l  Jool� for him.  

18 Behold . I and the childn:n whom the LORD hath given 
me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of 
hosts. which dwelleth in mount Zion.  

Isaiah 9 :  1 Nevertheless the dimness shal l not be such as 
was in her vexation, when at first he lightly afll icted the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtal i .  and afterward did more 
grievously a ffl ict her by the way of the sea . beyond Jordan. in 
Gal ilee of the nations .  

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
l ight: they that dwel l  in the land of the shadow of death.  upon 
them hath the light shined . 
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6 For unto us a child is born. unto us a son is given: and 
the government shal l be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall  be called Wonderful .  Counsellor. The mighty G od, the 
everlasting Father. The Prince of Peace. 

7 Ofthe increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end . upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom. 
to order it .  and to establish i t  with judgment and with jus lice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 
will perform this. 

MEMORY VERSE: . . . Be not afraid of their terror. neither 
be troubled : but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts : and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that asl<eth you 
a reason of the hope that is  in you with meekness and fear. I 
Peter 3: 1 4- 1 5 . 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: We must not be troubled at all the 
devices and organizations of man for they wil l  al l  come to 
nothing. We must let the fear of God rule in our hearts and 
build our l�lith and hope on Jesus Christ. walk in the l ight of 
His teachin�s .  and let Him rule our hearts and l ives . 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 8:9.  "associate": Organize. "gird yourselves": Sur­
round yourselves with man-made devices and protection. 

Verse 1 0 . "Tnlce counsel together": Map out your own plan. 
Verse 1 2 . "confederacy": A man-made agreement or al l i­

ance. "neither fear their fear": Jesus said in Matthew 1 0: 28,  
"And fear not them which kil l  the body, but are not able to l<il l  
the soul: b u t  rather fear him which i s  able t o  destroy both soul 
and body in hel l ." 

Verse 1 �3. "Sancl!fy the LORD of hosts himself': Count and 
esteem the LORD God as true.  right and worthy of your 
complete trust and obedience. 

Verse 1 4 . "shall be for a sanctuary": Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spiri t .  He will  bestow. will be the Holy Place for H is 
people. "stone of stumbling": But to all who refuse to accept 
Hi m and !-lis way Christ wi l l  be counted as a worthless stone 
to be rejected. This coincides with Psalm 1 1 8:22 . "The stone 
which lhe builders refused is become the head stone of the 
corner." "rock of oj{ence": An obstacle,  something that is 
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deemed worthless and needing to be gotten ou t of the way. 
"gin": Trap: something to be avoided . "be taken'": Caught and 
taken captive of the devi l . 

Verse 16, "Bind up the testimony": The real Gospel is hid 
from the proud and rebellious. "seal the law among my 
disciples ": Make the law of God a mystery only to be revealed 
to the pure in heart. 

Isaiah 9: 1 .  "q{lerwards did more grievously q[/lict her": 
The Hebrew text says, "Afterwards He will make glorious the 
way."  This goes well with what is expressed in the next verse . 

Verse 6, "the government shall be upon his sltoulcler": He 
wil l  rule,  govern and guide the souls of men . "Wonclerjitl": 
Miraculous: beyond human strength. "Counsellor": One who 
gives wise instruct ion pleasing to God .  

Verse 7, "order and establish it": Prepare i t  and l<eep i t  
going forever. "zeal": Fervent determination and holy purpose. 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

Our lesson today foretells two sides of the Savior of the 
world .  We have Jesus in direct opposition to the spirit of the 
world . While man h atches up schemes and associations and 
governments with his proud and lustful mind . the Messiah 
comes with meekness and submission to the will of God . The 
fear of man is to be denied and a firm resolve to do the will  of 
God is to be upper most in the mind . We have chosen for our 
Memory Verse the Apostle Peter's quote in his epistle from 
verses 1 2  and 13 in our lesson . Peter also quoted from verse 
14, in I Peter 2:8,  ofChrist being a stone of stumbling and rock 
of offence. "even to them which stumble at the word . being 
disobedient ."  Verse 1 8  in our lesson is quoted in Hebrews 2: 1 3  
i n  speaking of J esus not being ashamed to call those who are 
sanctified in Him as brethren. 

\Ve find Isaiah 9:  1 and 2 quoted in Matthew 4 :  13- 1 6 . how 
that Jesu s "came and dwelt i n  Capernaum which is upon the 
sea coast . in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet. 
saying, The land of Zabulon , and the land of Nephthalim. by 
way of the sea. beyond Jordan. Galilee of the Gentiles: the 
people which sat in darkness saw great light :  and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is spru ng 
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up." The term "Gali lee of the Genti les" indicates that there 
were many people in that area who were not Israel i tes. Adam 
Clarke says that it  was inhabited by Egyptians. Arabians, and 
Phoenicians.  These were no doubt the people spoken of as 
walking in  darkness and seeing a great l ight, which was the 
Lord .Jesus Christ . -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1. Why must we be careful about what and whom we 

as!:iociate with? 
2 .  \Vho should we not fail  to make our guide and counse­

lor? 
3. \Vhat is J esus pictured lo be to many people of this 

world? 
4. What can H e  be to all who are wil l ing to fol low Him? 
5. \Vhat does our lesson show that Christ can be to us? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

J esus Christ. the Son of the living God will be either a Rock 
to build on. or a stone of stumbling and rock of offence. Thus 
H e  has been down through the ages. Jesus was hated and 
rejected by the religious leaders of His time. He was rejected 
by those in authority both local ly and nationally. \Vhat  makes 
the di llerence.  and what decides which way the individual 
person wil l  tal<e concerning Him? It was declared in prophecy 
that to some He would be a sanctuary. \Vonderful .  Counsellor. 
the Pri nce of Peace. But to others He would be a stone of 
stumbl ing. a rock of offence. God worl<ed down through the 
ages to prepare humanity to come face to face wi th the decision 
of what to do with the Savior. He worked through Abraham to 
show what is faith and believing in God. He worl<ed through 
M oses to make known to man the presence of sin in the heart. 
He worked through the prophets to foretel l and describe what 
kind or Savior God was going to bring to mankind . This is a 
serious matter. God is not going to force His Son upon anyone. 
Every man has the responsibil ity of personal choice . So let us 
take heed. open our eyes. and be wise to see the tru th that will 
make us free indeed . and make an all time choice of the Savior 
of the world. -Bro. Leslie Busbee 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

I n  the thirteenth chapter of Matthew, we see Jesus sitting 
by the seaside.  speaking to the people in  a parable:  "But he 
that received the seed into stony places. the same i s  h e  that 
h eareth the word. and anon with joy receiveth it; yet h ath he 
not root in himself. but dureth for a while:  for when tribulation 
or persecution ariseth because of the word. by and by he is 
offended ."  Adam Clarke explains. "His sou l  is  not deeply 
convinced of i ts gui l t  and depravity: the fal low ground is not 
properly ploughed up .  nor the rock broken .  'for when tribula­
tion or persecution ariseth'-which he did not expect. he ts 
soon stumbled-seeks some pretext to abandon both the 
doctrine and fol lowers of Christ. Having not fel t  h is own sore, 
and the plague of his heart. he has not properly d iscovered 
that this salvation is the only remedy for his sou l :  thus he has 
no motive in h is heart strong enough to counteract the 
outward scandal of the cross; so he endureth only for the time 
in  which there is  no difficulty to encounter. no cross to bear." 

The atmosphere of this world seems to promote a "crossless" 
salvation-an offence and stone of stumbling. if you wil l .  Many 
want to discard it  as too old fashioned . too outdated , too 
humble ,  too heavy. too awkward. 

But  the cross has wond rous glory! I t  is preparing us for 
eternity. \Vhen the Lord deals with each one of us, we can place 
that trouble on the cross and put i t  to death . never having to 
deal with il again-it is dead . This helps to shape us to "be l i l<:e 
h im;  for we shall see h im as he is."  

· 

"Beller to fall on the rod{ than to be ground into powder • 
. . " Bel ter to be chastened of the Lord while here on earth than 
to face the Lord in judgment with no hope of redemption . 

-Sis. LaDawna Adams 

�-� 

OCTOBER 24, 2010 

PROPHECY OF CHRIST AND THE JOY HE GIVES 

Isaiah I I: I And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse . and a Branch shall grow ou t of h is roots: 

2 And the spi rit of the LORD shall rest upon him,  the 
spirit of wisdom and understand ing, the spiri t of counsel  and 
migh t .  the spiri t of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD: 
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3 And shal l  m ake h im of quick understand ing i n  the fear 
of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears : 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth : and he shal l  
smite t h e  earth with t h e  rod of h i s  mouth . and with t h e  breath 
of his l ips shall he slay the wicl<ed . 

5 And righteousness shal l  be the girdle of his loins,  and 
faithfu lness the girdle of his reins. 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun­
tain: for the  earth shall be ful l  of  the  knowledge of the  LORD, 
as the waters cover the sea. 

10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shal l  stand for an ensign of the people: to il shall the Gentiles 
seek: and his rest  shall be glorious. 

Isaiah 1 2: I And in that day thou shalt say, 0 LORD . I will  
praise thee: though thou wast angry with me. thine anger is 
turned away. and thou comfortedst me. 

2 Behold , God is my salvation : I wil l  trust. and not be 
afraid :  for the LORD J EHOVAH is my strength and my song: 
he also is become my salvation .  

3 Therefore with joy shal l  ye  draw water out  of the  wells 
of salvation.  

4 And in that day shal l ye say. Praise the LORD , call upon 
h is name, declare his doings among the people. make mention 
that his name is exal ted . 

5 Sing u n to the LORD: for he hath done excellen t things:  
this is known in al l  the earth . 

6 Cry out and shout. thou inhabitant of Zion :  for great is 
the H oly One of Israel in the midst of thee. 

MEMORY VERSE: Now the God ofh opc fi l l  you with al l joy 
and peace in believing. that ye may abound in hope ,  through 
the power of the Holy G host.  Romans 15: 13. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ was born of the 
l ineage of David . the son of Jesse, and came forth to be the 
Savior of the world lo save the souls of men from lhe power of 
sin and fil l  their hearts with the great j oy of ful l  and free 
salvation. 
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WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 1 1 : 1 .  "rod. stem. Bmnch. and roots": Figura live 
terms referring to the descendants of David . the son of Jesse. 
beloved of God , and King of Israel . 

Verse 2 .  "wisdom": I<een perception. i n tel l igence and 
proper usc and application of knowledge . "understanding":. 
Proper and rightfu1understanding enables a person to clearly 
see every part and detai l  of l i fe and its responsibi l i ties.  and 
a lso to be able to put them all  together in truth. "counsel": 
Good sound advice and instntction . "might": Force and strength 
to su ccessful ly perform. "knowledge": Learning and whole­
some ed ucatiOn . "few·": Reverence, fervent respect and honor. 

Verse ��. "quick unclerstnncling": Inspired by the Spirit of 
God to sec beyond h uma n heanng and si_�ht . 

Verse 4. "equily":Thal which is level and evenly balanced . 
"smile": Strike and cry out forcibly against ev i l .  "slay tlte 
wiclcecl": Destroy the power of satan . 

Verse 5 .  "girdle": Band used for strengthening. Righteous­
ness and faithfulness are the bands that hold a person 
together in the trials and tests of l i fe . 

Verse 9. "holy mountain": Spiritual ly .  th is is the elevated 
plain of holi ness and ri ,ghlcousness in the heart and l i fe of 
God's people.  

Verse l 0 .  "ensign": A ban ner or standard to hold up for the 
people to see and to lol l  ow. "lo i l  slwll the Gentiles seelc": The 
Hebrew says.  "to H i m (Christ) shall the nations seck and fol low 
a fter. " "his resl shnlliJe glorious": The rest of faith that Chrisl  
has promised to those who come u nto Him.  M atthew 11  :28-
30. 

Isaiah 1 2: 1. "thine nnger is turned awcly": God's anger 
toward man has been turned away be� cause of Christ's atoning 
death on the cross for si n.  

Verse 2.  "my strength nnd 11l!J song": Spirilual power 
a ttended with joyous songs of praise. 

Verse 3. '"with joy shall ye clraw wnter ow of lhe wells of 
salvation": Salvation shall  be to the sou l l ike drinking water 
from an artesian wel l .  

Verse 4. "rnnke menlion": Recogn ize a n d  hold in  .�lad 
reme1nbra nce. 

Verse 6. '"Cry out'": Be cheerful and brip;h t! 
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LESSON BACKGROUND 

Our lesson today is another of the wonderful prophecies 
of I saiah of the Lord Jesus C hrist. our Lord and Savior. Both 
the 1 ph and 1 21h chapter are connected together. so we have 
chosen the principle parts for our study. We want to note that 
verse ten of  chapter l 1 is quoted by Paul in  Romans 1 5: 1 2. 
quoting this passage in speaking about how Christ opened up 
the door for the Gentiles. that they might glori fy God for His 
mercy (verse 9) . And then he quoted from several places in the 
Old Testamen t concerning the Gentiles (or nations along with 
Israel): Psalm 1 8:49. Deuteronomy 32:43. and Psalm 1 1 7  
before quoting the scripture for our lesson . May you lool< up 
each one of those scriptures. They each one speak concerning 
the Genti les partaking of God's mercy. Then. after Paul quoted 
from I saiah 1 1 :  1 0. he expressed his wil l  that the God of hope 
would fi l l  them with all joy and peace. as our Memory Verse 
brings out. How wonderful that J esus came. as our lessc:1 
brings out. to bring righteousness and peace to humanity! 

This 1 2'h chapter is certainly a great and wonderful 
declaration of what all who partake of the salvation of Christ 
c<m experience and express from the heart. Because Jesus 
was obedient un to the death of the cross to atone for our sins. 
the anger of God is wi thdrawn and He is holding out comfort 
and mercy for one and all who will return unto H i m .  We need 
not doubt .  h esitate . or be afraid to call upon the Almigh ty God. 
Christ has paid the ransom for our sins  and we have access to 
the Father through Him. \Ve can trust and not be afraid , for 
God is our salvation . our strength . and our song. As Revelation 
2 1 :6 says . ... . .  1 wil l  give unto h im that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of l i fe freely. " Then in Revelation 22: 1 7  He repeats, 
" . . .  And whosoever will . let him tal<e the water of l ife freely."  Let 
us cast away all doubts and fears . and rejoice in His goodness, 
love . and mercy. -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  Who is the root of Jesse that our lesson speal<s about? 
2. \Vhat can we receive from God through Christ without 

l�1il? 
:3. How has God's anger toward us been turned away? 
4. \Vhy can we offer praise to God and have joy in His 

�alva lion? 
5 .  What l<ind of  people will inhabit God 's holy mountain? 
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COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

I remember viewing the Crater Lake in southern Orego n .  
a beautiful body o f  water up in the Cascade Mountain range 
with such deep blue color and surrounded by moun tain 
peaks. I t  i s  reported that there had been a great volcano there 
that had blown itself out and had left this great cavern that in 
time filled with water. I t  surely was an unforgettable sight. My 
heart was i nspired with a beautiful thought.  Just as a fiery 
volcano blew out and was replaced by this beautiful  lake. so 
the wrath of God was taken away from us by the sacrifice of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we have His comfort and love so greatly 
to enjoy! Yes. He "was angry with me. but His  anger is turned 
away. and He comforts me!" Oh. praise His blessed N ame! 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy so clearly. The Spiri t of the 
Lord was upon Him. He had wi sdom and unclerstancling to 
speal<: word s of counsel and knowledge to us poor and helpless 
mortals. He speaks righteous judgment to l ift up us poor and 
needy creatures of earth . and to the meek He gives rest and 
peace to the soul. He pu ts the Spirit of love and humil i ty in the 
h eart of all who follow Him. taking away bitterness and hatred 
that would seek to hurt and destroy. What a blessing to know 
that He is our salvation. our strength. and our song! Let us  
praise Him daily. and may the frui t  of our  lips be  giving thanks 
to His Name! -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

I was struck with the phrase " the God of hope" found in the 
Memory Verse. I srael had displeased the Lord and Isaiah 
foretells of their impending judgment: but along with that.  he 
h olds out a great hope .... . .  Though thou wast angry with me. 
thine anger is  turned away. and thou comfortedst me."  

The Hebrew writer wrote - "Now no chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward i t  yieldeth the peaceable fruit  of righteousness . . . .. 
The G od of hope. with an objective of return and reconci l iation 
to Himself. permits us to be shaken and awakened to our great 
need of His salvation. Lord of mercy. a Lord of second chances. 
constantly looking. longing for our return. 

Isaiah 30: 1 5- 1 6  reads ''For thus sai th the Lord God .  the 
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Holy One oflsrael: in returning and rcst shal l ye be saved . . .  and 
ye would not. But ye said .  no: for we wi l l  Ilec upon horses : 
therefore shal l yc 11ee: and we will  ride upon the swill: thcrelore 
shall they that pursue you be swi ll. " It sounds l i l<e there is no  
escape . why not  simply retu rn? New ideas. plans . new things .  
new loves. i t  w i l l  a l l  catch up with u s  sooner or later. Has i t  
been so long that you don't remember what i t  was l ike t o  b e  at  
home-the rest. one with God . the peace and comfort of 
1\nowin� that you were safe in Father's house. You r s ins were 
all .e,mw and you were ready to .e;o if death should call .  

You know it  is very diiTicult. even embarrassing. to 
swallow our pride and stubbornness and confess that -"I am 
wron.!( or ... 1 have sinned." But. it's the way home. The Lord 
l'<llt unplu .� the we l ls to our pan·hed spirit. Come on home, 
yo\1.\'l' hl'l'll gotH' tuu )on!!,' --Bro. Bob Wilson 

��_r� 

OCTOBER 31, 2010 

PROPHECY OF CHRIST'S VICTORY OVER DEATH 

lsai;tlt �:>:I 0 L< )J�D. thou art my God : I wi ll exalt thee . I 
\\'til pr;llst· til�' 11amc: for thou hast dorH' wotHkr!'ul t l t in,gs: thy 
1'11\lllSl'!S or old an� f;tithfu)neSS and truth . 

·I For thou hast been a stren.�th to the poor. a strength to 
tlw needy in  his distress . a refu�e from the storm. a shadow 
from the heat. when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
<1!.�ainsl the W<lll. 

6 And in this mountain shall the LORD or hosts make 
unto all peoplr� a feast of l�1t th i n�s . a feast of wi nes on the lees . 
or 1�1l thin.gs h til of marrow. of wi nes on the lees well refined. 

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
('overing cast over all people. and the vei l  that is spread over 
<.til nations. 

8 I ll' wi l l  swallow up death in victory: ancl the LORD God 
\\'ill wipe away tears from niT all faces: and the rebuke of his 
peop le shall he take away from oiT al l  the earth : for the LORD 
hath spoken i t .  

9 And i t  shall  b e  said in that  day ,  Lo, this is our God : we 
have waited for him. and he will savl: us: this is tlw LORD : we 
h<t\'C \\'ail eel for him. we will  be _glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
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Isaiah 26: 1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land 
of J u d ah :  \Ve have a strong city :  salvation will  God appoint  for 
walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates , that the righteous nation which 
l<eepeth the tru th may enter in. 

3 Thou wi l t  keep him in perfect peace. whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust ye in the LORD forever: for in the LORD J EHO­
VAH is everlasting stren,gth . 

7 The way of tlw j ust is u prigh tness: thou . most u pri.gh t .  
dost weigh the path of the j ust .  

8 Yea.  in the way of thy judgments . 0 LORD. have we 
waited for thee: the desire of our soul is to thy name. and to the 
remembrance of  thee. 

9 \Vith my sou l have I desired thee in the night: yea. with 
my spiri t within me will I seck thee early: for when thy 
j udgments are in the earth . the inhabitants of the world wil l  
learn righteousness. 

19 Thy dead men shall l ive ,  together wi th my dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing. ye that dwell in dust : for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs. and the earth shall  cast out  the 
dead . 

20 Come. my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
shut thy doors abou t thee : h ide thyself  as i t  were for a li ttle 
moment .  unti l the ind ignation be ovcrpast. 

2 I For, behold . the LORD cometh out of his place to 
punish the inhabitants ofthe  earth for their iniqui ty: the earth 
also shal l  d isclose her blood . and shall no more cover her slain. 

MEMORY VERSE: Thou wi l l  l<cep him in perfect peace , 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee . 
Isaiah 26: �1. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ is prophesied to 
bring a spiri tual feast for the souls of men. lake away the vei l  
of the  carnal mind from the heart. and overcome death and 
sorrow with a perfect salvat ion for all who trust and wait on 
Him.  He is a lso prophesied to come the second lime to raise the 
dead . reward the ri�h lcous and punish the wiclu�d. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 25: I .  "of old": Have always been . 
Verse 4. "IJlnst oft he terrible ones": Breath of the cruel one, 
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whether of man or the devil . "as a storm against a wall": There 
is a wall between the children of God and all the storms of 
persecution that men and devils can bring against them. 

Verse 6 ,  ')at things": Healthy. rich and nourishing things. 
··wines on the lees": The ful l  strength of the wine wi th the 
settlings included. 'Jull ojmarrow": With the oil . "well refined ": 
Pure and wholesome. All of these are the spiritual nourish­
ments that Christ will bring for the good of the soul .  

Verse 7,  "the covering and the veil": The carnal mind . 
which is a veil on the hearts of men that l{eeps the l ight of 
Heaven from shining in .  Paul spoke of this in  I I  Corinthians 
3 : 1 4  about people's minds being blinded and the vei l  is  upon 
their hearts in the reading of the Old Testament. which veil is 
done away in Christ .  

Verse 8 ,  "in victory": Completely forever. "the rebuke of his 
people": The reproach and shame that God's people have 
su ffered in this evi l world .  

Verse 9,  "this is the LORD": This is a prophecy of  Christ 
and H e  wil l  be recognized by true and honest hearts and 
acknowledged to be the Almighty God made manifest in 
human flesh . 

Isaiah 26: 1 .  "bulwarks": Armed protection of faith and 
love. 

Verse 3.  "stayed": Leaning hard and holding fast. 
Verse 7.  "weigh": Make level and clear. 
Verse 8, "have we wailed for thee": Keeping the law of God 

and being fai thfu l  to Him with hope of the ful fi l lment of His 
promises. 

Verse 1 9 . "clew ofherbs ": The Hebrew says "dew of l ights ."  
This refers to the l ights of the godly lives of holy sain ts l ike the 
condensation of  the dew to refresh and revive them unto 
eternal l i fe .  

Verse 20, "enter into thy chambers": Stay h id  away with 
Chris t  in God .  (Colossians 3:  1-4.) 

Verse 2 1 .  "disclose her blood and no more cover her slain": 
Th i s  means that all humanity wil l  not escape the coming 
Judgment Day .  but every one will give an account  of himself  
to God . (Romans 1 4 : 1 0- 1 2 . ) 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

Our l esson today is another one of I saiah's wonderfu l  
prophecies o f  Jesus Christ and the blessings that H e  was to 
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bring to the souls of men. In the chapter previous h e  proph­
esied of the end of l ime and the destruction of this presen t evi l 
world on account  of the transgression being heavy upon i t .  The 
final verse sta led that the LORD of hosts would reign i n  Mou n t  
Zion a n d  in  Jerusalem before .His  ancients . t h e  elders and 
fai th ful Saints of old.  in  glory. So we see this as the setting for 
the wonderful blessings prophesied in our lesson. 

\Ve see prophesied the wonderfu l  things that G od will  
accomplish i n  C hrist Jesus. Christ fulfil led these things, 
bringing; rich spiri tual food of the Bread of l i fe .  enl ightening 
the hearts of men by the shining revelation of the Holy Spiri t ,  
and the swal lowing up of death in victory. The Apostle Paul 
made mention of this in  I Corinthians 15:5 1 -57 in declaring 
what wi l l  take place when Christ comes again to resurrect the 
dead to immortal i ty.  As he said in  verse 54 . "\Vhen this 
corru pt ible shall  have put on incorrupti on , and this mortal 
shall  have put on immortal i ty .  then shall be brough t to pass 
the sayi n,e; that is written.  Death is swallowed up in victory." 

But. while we rejoice in  hope of the great victory we can 
have over death . there is the other side ofthe punishment that 
wil l  be poured out upon the inhabitants of earth for their 
iniqu i ty. ll  is for every one to turn from sin and transgressing 
the holy laws of God and "follow peace with al l  men. and 
hol iness.  without which no man shall see the Lord ."  H ebrews 
1 2 : 1 4 . -Bro. Lesl ie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  \Vhat kind of feast did God make for us to have in 

Ch rist? 
2. \Vhal  was the veil and the covering that \Vas spread over 

men'? 
3. \Vhat was to be clone with the power of death? 
4. What al l  is in the song that we can sing in Christ today? 
5. How can our souls be l<ept in perfect peace? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

How wonderful  is the message that we see in these brigh t 
prophecies of our Lord and Savior. J esus Christ! The Almigh ty 
God is so good and gracious to us.  How precious are H is 
counsels and promises! He surely is strength to the poor in 
spirit and the needy in  limes of distress. And the b last of 
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advers i ty and persecution the Saints face in this world wil l  not 
h arm us, because of the wal ls  of salvation that He puts around 
us.  Isaiah 60: 18 says of the New Jerusalem that her walls 
wou l d  be Salvation , and her gates Praise. And how wonderfu l  
are the sweet frui ts o f  rich spiritual nourishment that w e  can 
enjoy through the inspiration of the precious indwel l ing Holy 
Spi ri t! The veil is taken away from ou r minds. and the things 
that eye hath not seen and ears have not heard are revealed 
to l i S  through the Holy Spirit that Jesus made i t  possible for 
u s  to possess. And then let us think about the b lessed hope 
that th is _great salvation has ,given to us. Death will be 
S\Vall mved up in victory ! \Vc wil l  be raised from the grave in 
immortal bod ies that wi l l  never su tTer or die. All of this that we 
see prophesied in this wonderfu l  lesson from Isaiah wi l l  come 
to pass.  part of i t  now in the Spiri t .  and the final part on that 
g;lorious clay when J esus comes again.  May we be encouraged 
to ever hold fast to Christ and His righ teousness. and experi­
ence the power of His resurrection all the way. 

-Bro. Lesl ie  Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

These two chapters of Isaiah are fi l led with beau tifu l  
proph ecies that are borne to l iS on the wings o r  fu ith in God . 
I !ere is an excel len t  exa mple ,given to show us how to l<eep our 
mind and soul in  perfect peace in the midst or trouble . wicl<ed 
people a n d  an ll nsc lllcd pol i t ical environment.  One can sec a 
tra i l  ofGucl 's fai th fu l n ess through these chapters that lead the 
u pri�h t to a victorious ending that triumphs even over death . 
What a bri,e;ht hope we have in Chri st. 

Notice h ow t he lesson begins by praising and exal ting the 
Lord for the wonderful thin.e;s He has done. Re llec ting over our 
past blessings and His fai thfu lness arc importa n t  s tepping 
stom·s for our faith . Remembcrin.e; how He h as stood between 
us and the storms unci peri ls ol' l i fc helps us understand what 
a person al Friend l ie is .  Concernin.g the leas t we have with 
Chri s t .  the psa l mist  said , "Thou preparcs t a table before me in 
the presence or mine enemies . . . .  " When God spread s a spiri­
tu a l !'east ror I- I is chi ld ren the world is powerl ess to stop it. Our 
H eavenly Father provides for us both physical ly and spiri tu­
a l ly .  a n d  w e  also look fonvard to the marriage supper of  the 
Lomb. Today we are invi ted and we put on the wedding 
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garment of Christ's righteousness, how deligh tful  i t  wi l l  be to 
partake of that glorious celebration. 

The promise of the resurrection. when death is swallowed 
up i n  victory, is sti l l  a bright hope to the Christian. Whi le this 
general resurrection is yet to come. we know that Christ was 
the first frui ts of that resurrection and the same power that 
raised Christ  from the dead wil l  one day raise us.  Then our 
waiting. toil ing. struggling will be over and we wil l reip;n with 
Christ  i n  the kingdom of righteousness forever .  Thank the 
Lord for sharing this  brigh t prophecy to Isaiah and preserving 
it for us to enjoy today.  -Bro. \Vi l l ie  E. Mu rphey 

� 

NOVEMBER 7, 20 10 
JESUS CHRIST OUR BEAUTY AND FOUNDATION 

Isaiah 28:  1 Woe to the crown of pride. to the drunl<:ards of 
Ephraim .  whose glorious beauty is a fading !lower. which are 
on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome wi th  
wine! 

2 Behold ,  the Lord hath a mighty and strong one .  which 
as a tempest of h ai l  and a destroying storm, as a llood or migh ty 
waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.  

3 The crown of pride,  the d runkards of Ephraim.  shal l  be 
trodden under feet: 

4 And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat 
valley, shall  be a fad ing flower. and as the hasty fruit before the 
summer: which wh en he that looketh upon i t  seeth . wh ile i t  is 
yet in his hand he eateth it up. 

5 In  that day shall the LORD or hosts be for a crown or 
glory. and for a d iadem of beau ty. unto the residue of his 
people.  

6 And for a spir it  of judgment to h im th at  s i tteth in 
judgme1tt .  and for strength to them that turn the battle to the 
gate. 

7 But they also have erred through \vine. and through 
strong drink  are out of the way: the priest and the prophet have 
erred through strong drink. they are swallowed up of wine, 
they are out  of the way through strong drink :  they err in visiun .  
they stumble i n  j udgment. 
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9 \Vhom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he 
make to understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the 
mi lk ,  and drawn from the breasts . 

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon 
precept:  line u pon l ine, line upon l ine: here a l i ttle ,  and there 
a l i ttle :  

1 1  For with s tammering l ips and another tongue will  he 
speak to this people.  

12 To whom he said , This is  the rest wherewith ye may 
cause the weary to rest :  and this is the refreshing: yet they 
would not hear. 

1 4  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD . ye scorn fu l  
men .  that rule this people which is in  Jerusalem.  

1 5  Because ye have sai d ,  We have made a covenant with 
death . and with hell  are we at agreement :  when the overllow­
ing scourge shal l pass through, it shal l  not come u n to us: for 
we have made lies our refuge. and under falsehood have we h id  
ourselves: 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ,  Behold I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a s tone, a tried stone.  a precious corner stone, 
a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

17 Judgment also wil l l lay to the line. and ri�h teousness 
to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of 
l ies.  and the waters shall overllow the hiding place . 

MEMORY VERSE: Wherefore also i t  i s  con tained in the 
scripture. Behold . I lay in Sion a chief corner stone.  elect.  
precious: and he that believeth on h im shall  not be con ­
founded .  1 Peter 2:6. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Those who are overcome wi th the 
wine of worldl iness and fool ish pride shall be destroyed in 
eternal judgment.  while those who mal<e the Lord their 
beau ty ,  receive H is precepts . and build upon Christ Jesus as 
their foundation shall have strength to turn the battle toward 
the gate of eternal l i fe.  

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 28: 1 .  "crown ofpricle ": Prevail ing to attai n earthly 
honor and the praise of men more than the praise of God . 
"glorious beauty ": Physical beauty and attractiveness. withou t 
inward adorning of holiness before God .  'fncling flower": As 
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Isaiah 40:6 says, "All flesh is grass. and all the goodliness 
. thereof is as the flower of the field . "  All the physical beauty will 

fade to be consumed in the grave. ''head of the fat valleys ": 
Control or leadership of pleasures, earthly wealth, and riches. 

Verse 2, "the Lord hath a mighty and s trong one": The 
Hebrew says, "might and strength are of the Lord ."  

Verse 4 ,  "has ty fruit": The early fruit of  spring. "while yet 
in his hand": While he is picking it .  

Verse 5 ,  "residue of his people": The holy remnant: those 
who are not drunk with the wine of this world , but are fai th ful 
to God. 

Verse 6 .  ''spirit ofjudgment": Righteousness and justice in 
God's sight .  ''turn the battle to the gate": Fight the true battle 
which is  the good figh t  of fai th that will enable us to lay hold 
on eternal l ife. I Timothy 6: 1 9  

Verse 7, "wine and s trong drink": The spirit of  pride, 
worldly pleasure. and earthly riches. This kind of wine is sti l l  
plentiful in  our world . "swallowed up": Destroyed . "stumble in 
judgment": \Vaver and err from the real truth of God's Word. 

Verse 9 ,  "weaned from the mille": Advanced from the 
principles of the Word of God to the deeper depths of spiritual 
things. (Hebrews 5:  1 2- I 4 and I Corinthians 3 :  I -3.) 

Verse I 0.  "precept upon precept": Progress from one 
commandment to another. 

Verse I I , "another tongue": A foreign language. (I 
Corinthians 1 4 :2 1 . ) 

Verse 1 2 . "the rest": The true spiri tual rest of fai th which 
so many fail  to attain to . (Hebrews 4:  1 . ) 

Verse 1 5 , "a covenant with death: an agreement with hell": 
This means that th rough the l ies of false teachings and 
doctri nes of devils they are not afraid of death nor the 
pu nishment of hel l .  

Verse 1 6. 'Therefore": Because of  all of these l ies and 
scorn against the Word of God. "a tried s tone": One who was 
tempted in all points l ike as we are . yet without sin. (Hebrews 
4: 1 5 . )  "not malce haste": not make hasty and foolish decisions 
of error. I Peter 2:6 uses the term "not be confounded ."  

Verse 1 7, judgment t o  the line ": Right and level j udgment 
according to God's Word. "righteousness to the plummet": 
Straight up and down in unwavering truth. 

(27) 



LESSON BACKGROUND 

\Ve have i n  our lesson today one of the principle prophe­
cies of our Lord Jesus C hrist and a scene of what was taking 
place when i t  was made. I t  is a scene of dru nkenness . pride 
and vain beau ly that prevailed i n  Israel along with making l ies 
and falsehood as a means of a vain hope of avoid i ng and 
escapi ng the coming wrath and judgments of God .  And th is 
very th ing is still goi ng on in this present age. People today are 
d ru n k .  not only on alcoholic beverages, but on sex. riches and 
all k inds of physical pleasure. As a general ru le. people are not 
th inkin,e; of eterni ty and the comingjudgment we al l  must face. 
But. for those who have the veil taken from their hearts by Holy 
Spiri t enl ightenment ,  the Lord of hosts can be lor them a 
crown of glory and a diadem of spi ri tual beauty of the heart 
and soul . And i t  will guide and strengthen us  to fight the good 
fight  of faith . and turn the tide of l ife's battles toward en trance 
u n to the n arrow way and strait gate of l i fe eternal . 

We have verse 1 6  of our lesson quoted in the New 
Testamen t. Paul ,  i n  speaking of how some seek to attain to 
righ teousness by the law. stumbling at that stu mbl i ngstone. 
c0mbined Isaiah 8: 1 4  with this verse 16 thus :  "As it is written .  
oehold I lay i n  Sian a stumbl i ng stone and rock of offence: and 
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed . "  Romans 
9 : 3 3 .  The n Peter quotes i t  in  I Peter 2:6 (wh ich we hm·e chosen 
as o u r  Memory Verse) . And he also joins it wi th I sai ah 8: 1 4  a s  
Chri s t  being the stone of stumbling and rock of offence. 

In the midst of the corruption and deception i n  lst·acl in 
the time of Christ,  God ful fil led this prophecy of C hrist be ing 
the stone u pon which He built H is Church. All of man's 
rebell ion and disobedience to the \\'i l l  of God cannot and wil1 
not ever hinder and keep the All wise Creator from fu l fi l l i ng H is 
holy purpose. I t  wil l  h inder each i ndividual who draws back 
from being obedient to God ,  but that wil l  not change and 
h i nder God from accomplishing His purpose and ,e;ood plea­
sure for those who are wil l ing and obedient .  

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  \Vhat does pride and vani ty cause a man to seek after? 
2 .  \Vhy is ou tward beauty and lleshly glory so d ispleasi ng 

to God? 
3 .  How is  the ·word of God revealed to the heart of man? 
4. \Vhat kind of foundation did God lay lor His Church? 
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5. \Vhat does i t  mean to really believe and bui ld on C h rist? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

The Apostle Pau l made a statement in II Timothy 2: 1 9 that 
goes wel l  with our lesson . He exhorts us to study to show 
ourselves approved of God , and speaks of those who have 
erred concerning the truth with false doctrines . Then he said ,  
"Nevertheless the fou ndation of God standeth sure .  having 
this seal .  The Lord knoweth them that are his.  An d .  Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity . "  Let 
us be di ligent to build in truth upon the Rod< . Christ Jesus. 

-Bro. Lesl ie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

There is a true story that i l lustra tes this Scri ptu re passage 
very wel l :  A young man left his home and fami ly and journeyed 
west .  where he found Saints of God who preached and lived 
simple and humble l ives. He fou nd a place of service in God's 
work. and eventual ly married one of the young lad ies . who 
shared his beliefs.  Her long. plain d ress and unassuming 
hai rs tyle stood out  l ike a "sore thumb" when he took her back 
east lor a funeral of a lamily member. Al though they professed 
to be fol lowers of Christ.  they were very worldly minded and 
placed great value on high fashion . luxury vehicles and fine 
homes. They soon made it plain to their new sister- in - law t hat 
she was a misfit .  

One of the young husband's sisters was especially proud 
of the brand new Cadi l lac that she and her husband had just  
purchased . and i n  a very h aughty.  condescending man ner. 
refused to le l "a woma n clressed l il<e that" ride with them in the 
vehicle d u ring the fu neral procession. The youn� sister l i fted 
her heart to the Lord for grace and sweetness to bear the 
reproach and humil iation.  and soon found her heart fi l led with 
comfort from His  Spirit .  

Because their hearts were l i fted up in pride. these people 
scorned the very thing which brought rest and peace to 
humble hearts. and received in  themselves the j ud.!4men t of 
the Lord . Not too long after that. " the rest of the story" became 
l\nown . Tha t  treasured Cadil lac. the car that was too fi ne for 
one of God's h u mble Saints,  was ruined in a mysterious 
"freak" accident.  -Sis.  Angela Gellenbeck 
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NOVEMBER 14, 2010 

PREPARATION FOR THE COMING MESSIAH 

Isaiah 40: 1 Comfort ye. comfort ye my people. saith you r  
God . 

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem. and cry u nto her. 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is par­
d oned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for aJl 
h er sins. 

3 The voice of him that crieth i n  the wilderness. Prepare 
ye the way of the LORD. make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God .  

4 Every vaJley shaJl b e  exaJted. and every mountain and 
hill shall  be made low: the crooked shall be made straight .  and 
the rough places plain:  

5 And the glory of the LORD shaJI be revealed , and aJI 
flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath 
spoken it .  

6 The voice said , Cry. And he said ,  What shall I cry? All 
flesh is as grass. and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower 
of the field : 

7 The grass withereth . the flower fadeth: because the 
spirit  of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

8 The grass withereth. the flower fadeth: but the word of 
our God shall stand for ever. 

9 0 Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountai n :  0 Jerusalem .  that bringest good tid ings ,  l ift 
u p  thy voice with strength: lift i t  up, be not afraid :  say u n to the 
cities of Judah .  Behold your God! 

10 Behol d ,  the Lord God wil l  come with strong h an d ,  and 
his arm shall rule for him: behold . his reward is with him, and 
h is worl{ before him. 

1 1 He shaH feed his flock l ike a shepherd: he shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom. and 
shall gently lead those that are with young. 

27 \Vhy sayest thou. 0 Jacob, and speakest thou, 0 
Israel .  My way is hid from the LORD. and my j udgment is 
passed over from my God? 

28 Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard ,  that the 
everlasting God , the LORD. the Creator of the ends of the 
earth . fainteth not. neither is weary? There is no searching of 
his u nderstanding. 
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29 He giveth power to the faint: and to them that have no 
might h e  increaseth strength. 

30 Even the youths shal l  faint  and be weary. and the 
young men shall u tterly fal l :  

3 1  But  they that wait upon the  LORD shall renew their 
strength : they shal l  mount up with wings as eagles : they shall 
nm . and not be weary: and they shal l  walk .  and not faint. 

MEMORY VERSE: He shal l  feed his flock h l<e a shepherd:  
he shal l  gather the lambs with his arm. and carry them in his 
bosom, and shall gen lly lead those that are with young. Isaiah 
40: 1 1 . 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The hearts of men must be pre­
pared to receive the coming Savior by repentance. turning 
away from pride, wic1<edness, crookedness and ungod liness, 
unto purity. righteousness and holiness before God . Repen­
tance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ pu ts 
us in l ine for His wonderfu l  b lessings. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 40:2,  "her watjare is accomplished": Her great 
purpose is fulfi l led . What Jerusalem was mean t to represen t  
and be a type o f  has been fulfi l led . Christ fulfi l led i t  i n  bringing 
in the New Testament spiritual values. "doublcjor all her sins"; 
What we receive in Christ Jesus and His salvation goes far 
beyond what sins and worldly pleasures could ever do. 

Verse 3 ,  "Prepare ye the way of the LORD": Prepare your 
hearts to be cotmted nt and worthy of the en trance of His 
salvation . 

Verse 4 .  ''Every valley shall be cxalled": Thc low degraded 
way of lusl .  sel fishness . disobedicnce .and unbelief must be 
exalted to self-control . love for others. obedience to God's law, 
and l iving faith in H im. ··every mountain and hill shall be macle 
low": All  pride. selfish exaltation . worldly honor and oesire for 
the praise ofmen must be brought down to humil ity ,  meel< ­
ness. submission and total surrender to God .  "the crooked 
shall be made straight ":  The dishonest. decei tful .  fraudulent 
and uneven way of l i l'e must be leveled to be honest, tru th ful .  
straight forward and faithfu l .  "the rough places plain": The . 
coarse.  unmerciful and careless atti tude toward others must 
become smooth , gentle and patient. 
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Verse 5, "the glory of the LORD shall be revealed": The 
b1·igh tness and beauty of God and His commandments will be 
clearly seen . 

Verse 6 .  "the goodliness thereof': The outward beau ty and 
flesh ly grandeur of mortals. It is al l to fade just as the grass 
and llowers wil t  away. 

Verse 9. The Hebrew renders this: "Go up for yourself on 
the h igh mountain ,  0 thou that tellest good tidings to Zion : l i ft 
up your voice with strength. 0 thou that tell esl good tidi ngs to 
Jerusalem: l i ft up.  do not fear. say to the ci ties of J udah .  
Behold your God ! 

Verse l 0. "h is reward is with him": Christ  had i n  His mind 
and heart a full  knowledge of what His reward was going to be 
for coming into this world to do the wil l  of the Father. "his work 
before him": Jesus said in John 4 :34. "My meat is to do the 
will  of him that sent me. and to finish his work. "  

Verse 27. "Why sayest thou. my way is hidfrom the LORD. 
Clnd 1 1 1yjudgmenl is passed overfrom my God?": We should 
never al low ourselves lo have this despairing a tti tude before 
God .  We should be as clear old J ob, " . . .  The LORD gave. and the 
LO RD hath tal(en away: blessed be the n ame of the LORD ." 
Job 1 :2 1 .  

Verse 28. "no searching of his understanding": The peace 
of God passcth all understanding. (Phil ipians 4:7.}  His good­
ness and love for us is deeper than the soundless sea and 
h igher than the heigh ts above. 

Verse 3 1 ,  "wait upon the LORD": Tarry. look and hope 
expectantly to our fa ithful and loving Heavenly Father. 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

\Ve have in our lesson today the vivid and wonderful 
prophecy of John the Baptist. the forerunner of Christ .  who 
came preaching repentance to the people in preparation to 
receive the C hrist \\Tho was to come and bring salvation and 
hope for humani ty.  i\11  four of the Gospels tel l of John and his 
mcssag;e of repen tance to the people and the baptism that he 
mi n istered to them. Luke three tel ls a li ttle more than the other 
three Gospels.  even quoting directly from Isaiah 40 as we have 
in our lesson. \Vhal  it says in verses 6-8 in our lesson , abou t 
all llesh being grass and the goodliness thereof as the flower 
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of the field .  is quoted in I Peter I :24-25. I n  verse 23 h e  speaks 
about us being born again ,  "not of corruptible seed , but  of 
incorruptible, by the word of God . which liveth and abideth 
forever. " It is surely something that we as mortals n eed to 
remember and be aware of. that we are as the grass and all of 
the beauty or greatness that we might possess is as the flower 
of the grass . all to perish and fade away. 

Verse nine in our lesson speaks of the good tidings to Zion 
and to Jerusalem and to the cities of Judah . joyfu l ly saying. 
" Behold your God ."  God was in Christ, reconci l ing the world 
unto Himsel f. He was the eternal God mani fesl in human form. 
He was to establish a better holy ci ty .  a spiri tual Zion and a 
new and heavenly Jerusalem. Our Memory Verse is most 
wonderful and true of our blessed Savior who was to be the 
good shepherd and give His l i fe for the sheep. (John I 0 :9- I I .) 

The final verses of Isaiah 40 are so encouraging. I t  has 
been a message down through the years to many heavy 
hearted and weary souls.  It is wonderful  for our Savior to 
minister to us in our trials and renew our strength in times of 
heaviness and temptation! -Bro. Leslie B usbee 

QUESTIONS: 
I .  What must we do to prepare the way of the Lord? 
2. \Vhat is  a l l  nesh and the goodl iness thereof? 
3. What did Christ come into the world to accompl ish? 
4. In what manner did He relate to the souls of men? 
5 .  \Vh a t  will He do for those who wail  u pon Him? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

John the Baptist truly fulfi l led the prophecy I saiah set 
forth about Him.  And Jesus also truly fulfi lled the prophecy of 
Him coming with a strong hand and arm of power, fully 
conscious of the work He had to do and the reward that would 
be His in being obedient to the wil l  of the Father. Even so we 
can be successfu l  in our Christian l ives. keeping in mind what 
J esus accomplished through His obedience to the wi l l  of God 
and what He suffered for our eternal salvation. He wi l l  also 
renew our strength in every time of need . 

-Bro. Lesl ie Busbee 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The fol lowi ng excerpt is from "A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 
23" by W. Phi l l ip Kel ler: 

"The tenant sheepman on the farm next to my first ranch 
was the most indifferent manager I h ad ever met. He was not 
concerned abou t the conditions of h is sheep. H is  land was 
neglected . He gave l i ttle or no time to his fl ock. letting them 
pretty wel l  fora.�e for themselves as best they could . both 
summer and win ter. They fel l  prey to dogs. cougars and 
rustlers.  

"Every year these poor creatures were forced to ,gnaw away 
at bare brown fields and impoverished pastu res. Every win ter 
there was a shortage of nourishing h ay and wholesome grain 
to feed the hungry ewes. Shelter to safeguard and protect the 
su ffering sheep from storms and blizzards was scanty and 
inadequate. They had only polluted, muddy water to drinl<. 
There had been a lac){ of sal t  and other trace minerals needed 
to offset their sickly pastures . In  their thin .  weal< and diseased 
condition these poor sheep were a pathetic sigh t . . .  

"To al l their d istress. the heartless , selfish owner seemed 
utterly callous and indi f'ferent. He simply did not care. \Vhat 
if his sheep did want green grass: fresh water: shade: safely or 
shelter from the storms? What i f  they did want rel ief from 
wounds. bru ises. d isease and parasi tes? He ignored their 
n eeds -he couldn't care less. \Vhy should h e-they were just 
sheep-fi t  only for the slaugh terhouse . . .  

"By contrast the simple Christian . the humble person . the 
Shepherd's sheep can stand up proudly and boast. The LORD 
is my Shepherd-! shal l  not want . '  

" I  am completely satisfied with His managemen t of my l i le . 
\Vhy? Because He is the sheepman to \Vhom no trouble is too 
great as He cares for His flock. He is the rancher Who is 
outstanding because of His fondness for sheep-Who loves 
them for their own sal<e as wel l  as His personal pleasure in  
them. He wi l l .  i f  necessary, be on the j ob twenty-four hours a 
d ay to see that they are properly provided for in every detai l .  
Above a l l .  H e  i s  very j ealous o f  H i s  name and high repu tation 
as 'The Good Shepherd . '  

"He is the owner \Vho delights in His flock. For Him there 
is no greater reward . no deeper satisfaction . than that of 
seeing His  sheep con tented . wel l  fed .  safe and nou rishing 
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under His care. This is indeed His very "Life ."  He gives all He 
has to i t. He l iterally lays Himself out for those who are His. 

"He will  go to no end of trouble and labor to supply them 
With the finest grazing. the richest pasturage. ample winter 
feed .  and clean water. He wil l  spare Himself no pains to provide 
shelter from storms. protection from ruthless enemies and the 
d iseases and parasites to which sheep are so susceptible ."  

Now I ask you : \Vhich shepherd would you rather have? 
-Sis .  LaDawna Adams 

� 

NOVEMBER 2 1 , 2010 
THE WISE LOVING OUTREACH OF CHRIST TO MAN 

Isaiah 42 : 1 Behold my servant. whom I uphold :  mine 
elect.  in whom my soul delighteth : 1 have put my spirit upon 
him: he shall  bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

2 H e  shall not cry. nor lift up. nor cause his voice to be 
h eard in the street. 

3 A bruised reed shall he not break .  and the smoking flax 
shall he not quench :  he shall bring forth j udgment u n to truth . 

4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged . til l  h e  have set 
judgmen t  in the earth : and the isles shal l  wait for his law. 

5 Thus saith God the LORD. he that created the heavens, 
and stretched them out: he that spread forth the earth , and 
that which cometh out of it: he that giveth breath unto the 
people u pon it .  and spiri t  to them that wall< the1·ein : 

6 I the LORD have called thee in righteousness. and will 
hold thine hand . and will keep thee. and give thee for a 
covenan t  of the people. for a light of the Genti les : 

7 To open the blind eyes . to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison. and them that sit in darkness ou t of the prison 
house. 

8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory wi ll ! not 
give to another. neither my praise to graven images. 

9 Behold. the former things are come to pass. and new 
things do I declare :  before they spring forth I tel l  you of them. 

1 0  Sing unto the LORD a new song. and his praise from 
the end of the earth . ye that go down to the sea. and all that 
is therein :  the isles. and the inhabitants thereof. 

1 7 They shall be turned back. they shall be greatly 
ashamed. that trust in graven images, Ye are our gods .  
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1 8  Hear. ye deaf: and look. ye blind.  that ye may see. 
1 9  Who is bl ind . but my servant? or d eaf. as my messen­

ger that I sent? \Vho is bl ind as he that is perfect, and bl ind as 
the LORD's servant? 

20 Seeing many things, but thou observest not: opening 
the ears. but he heareth not. 

2 I The LORD is wel l  pleased for his righteousness' sake: 
he wi l l  magni fy the law. and make i t  honourable. 

MEMORY VERSE: God anoin ted Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good . 
and heal ing all that were oppressed of the devi l :  for God was 
with him.  Acts 1 0 :38. 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ was the Son of God , 
but He came as a servant to bring judgment and salvation to 
al l  mankind . and deliver them from sin and eternal death. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 42:  1 .  "Behold": Fix your eyes u pon and give ful l  
atten tion.  "uphold": Support and sustain .  "mine elect": My 
chosen One \Vho is acceptable and wel l  pleasing to Me. 
"clelighleth ": Is pleased and satisfied with . judgment to the 
Gentiles ": Right judgment to all nations. 

Verse 2 .  "not cry. nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard 
in lhe streel '': The meaning of this is shown i n  M atthew 1 2 : 15-
1 7: "When Jesus l<new i t .  he withdrew himself from thence :  

a n d  .�real mul ti tudes followed h im, a n d  he healed them al l :  
and charged them thal lhey should not make him known : that 
i t  migh t be ful fi l led which was spoken by Esaias the prophet." 
And then Matthew recorded what we have in  our l esson. Jesus 
did not seek for man's atten tion , but let His Father open up the 
d oors of people's hearts for Him. 

Verse 3. "IJruisecl reed": Crushed or cracked rod or branch . 
"not break": Not cast off or destroy. "smolcingfla.x not quench": 
Not extinguish or put out a candle or lamp wick growing dim. 
"IJringforlhjuclgment unto truth": I n  the quoting of this text in 
Matthew 1 2 :20 " ti l l  he" is added . These are souls of men who 
have been crushed by sin and the sorrows of l ife and whose 
souls are Bickering on the verge of despair. Our blessed Savior 
from His intercessory posi tion in Heaven at the right hand of 
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God is seel<ing to heal the bruised and add new Oame to the 
ll icl<ering hearts of  men and rescue them from defeat and 
fai lure. Matthew also expresses it. "j udgment u n to victory.'' 
Victory and overcomi ng strength our Savior is abun d antly 
able to supply to all of us. 

Verse 7,  "prisoners from the prison": Captives from the 
bondage of sin. 

Verse 1 8 . "/-lear. ye deaf: and look. ye blind": In  our own 
selfish and lleshly frame of mind we are deaf and blind to the 
things of God . But if we will  fix our attention with prayer and 
earnest desire to know and understand . God can and will 
make known H is judgmen ts of truth and righteousness. 

Verse 1 9 . "Who is blind, but my servant? Or deaf. as my 
messenger that  I seni?": There are things that Christ  was­
and we should also be-deaf and blind to . We should be deaf 
to the wisdom of this present world and blind to the deceptive 
allurements and temptations of the llesh. 

Verse 2 1 ,  "magnify the law ": Cause the law of  God to be 
desirable and a joy to the soul of man . "make il honourable": 
Cause it to be valuable and glorious. 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

We have in our lesson today some more of the beautiful  
quali ties and attributes prophesied of  our wonderfu l  Lord and 
Savior J esus Christ. As we have already men tioned . the fi rst 
few verses are quoted in  Matthew's Gospel in  reference to 
Jesus. I t  shows the humble and meek spirit that our Savior 
ministered with of  His \Vord and miraculous power to the 
people .  He did not push Himself or strive to be heard . He  knew 
that His Father was with Him and guiding Him in His work. He 
reached out  H is heart and hand to the bru ised and needy. 
Those who received Him were richly rewarded and satisfied . 
But  those who d rew back and were offended a t  H i m  He let  go 
their way. 

He came to open the eyes of the blind . The physically blind 
received heal ing, but it was the spiri tually blind that He 
reached for i n  His teachings. And the prisoners in the bond age 
of sin and transgression before God found deliverance and 
freedom in following Him. To those sitlin.� in darkness He  was 
a ligh t. and a brigh t and shining Star. 
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\Ve arc all responsible before God to make the right choice 
in  this l i fe .  No one is going to do i t  for us. Other Saints can help. 
but the choice is for us to make.  So it is for us to open our 
hearing and seeing in  the heart and seek to know and follow 
Him.  We must be strong to turn a deaf ear and refuse to behold 
the attractions and the enticing words of the carnal minded .  
\Ve must seek t o  receive wi th a l l  o f  our hearts that which 
morta l eyes and ears cannot receive . \Ve wi l l  be glad that we 
d id .  -Bro. Lesl ie  Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
I .  \Vhat kind of eyesigh t and hearing must we have to see 

Jesus? 
2 .  Why d id J esus not cry nor l i ft up His voice in the street? 
3. \Vho is the bruised reed and smol<ing nax before Him? 
4 .  \Vho are the prisoners that sit  i n  darl<ness? 
5 . In what way was Jesus blind and deaf as the LORD's 

servant? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

Thank God our Heavenly Father for His Son J esus.  He 
prophesied of Him hundreds of years before He made His 
humble entrance into this world .  Isaiah made clear and 
precise predictions of what the Savior of the world would be 
l ike. He was to be strong and powerful as the Son of God to do 
so many wonderful  worl<s. but meel< and lowly and gen tle to 
win the affections and admiration of the hearts of men . He was 
Iovin.� and helpful  whi le He was solid and unmovable .  

He did not fai l  in the mission God gave H i m  in coming 
clown into this world .  He was abused and mistreated by His 
fel low man but held no feel ings of revenge and hatred . He 
refused to look at things through the eyes of the carnal and 
worldly minded . He looked at things only through the eyes of 
God .  

He  humbled H imself and became obedient t o  the death of 
the cross. And. in reward for His obedience. the Almighty God 
raised Him up from the grave and set Him in the eternal 
Heavens to appear in behalf  of all who woul d  trust and fol low 
H i m .  -Bro.  Lesl ie Busbee 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The ministry of Christ is,"To open the blind eyes,  to b ring 
out the prisoners from the prison . and them that sit in 
d arkness out of the prison house." Many so-called "free 
people" fail  to recognize and see the pri son that they are in . 
\;\/ebster defines a prison "a state of confinement or captivity ." 
Again in  Isaiah 6 1 .  1 .  " . . .  to proclaim l iberty to the captives. and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound."  

Many people know better. so why do they go ahead and do 
those things that destroy themselves and their families? They 
are a prisoner in the prison h ouse. The alcohol ic knows he 
ought to  quit ,  so why does he  continue on-he is a slave in 
prison . A prison that is just as real and walls that are j ust as 
thick as the state penitentiary we see. Those that puff on 
cigarettes. knowing it is destroying their body. knowing they 
don't  want their children doing so. con tinue day after day, year 
after year. Others are l iterally eating themselves to an early 
grave-300 lbs . . . .  350 .. .400. then the heart gives out.  The 
fornicators and adulterers l<now deep down that this lust 
doesn't  satisfy the soul and that these sins wreck body. mind,  
spiri t .  marriage and relationships: yet they are a captive . Sti l l  
others arc imprisoned by anger. unforgiveness. bi tterness and 
fear. and  month a fter month it  continues. But I see another 
law i n  my members. warring against the law of my mind (the 
l<nowledgc of what is  right) . and bringi ng me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members . 0 wretched man that 
I am! \Vho shall deliver me from the body of this death? "For 
that which I do I allow not: for what I would.  that do I not: bu t 
what I hate. that do I . "  

Arc you wretched? Are you tired o f  doing those things that 
you real ly hate . those things that bring guilt and shame. Tired 
or t ryin.� to rree yourself: oh.  how hard you have tried to quit  

Notice: I f  your subscription expired with th is quarter, 
please send you r renewal at once. It is necessmy that your 
subscri plion for the first quarter of20 1 1  be in this office by 
the first of December. For you r convenience there is an 
order blank at the back of this book. 
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and do betler, only to meet with fai lure again and again .  Are 
you tired ofl ooking out the bars of your prison .  hoping. lon,ging 
to be free in your spiri t  and l i fe:  to l ive a l ife of victory and 
uprightness . Jesus called, "Lazarus 

.. 
by n ame and he came 

forth out of h is darl< tomb. He can call your name __ . and 
bring you forth out of your d arkened , hopeless , prison house. 
Fear not. He has the love . power and wil lingness to do so . 
"\Vhom the Son sets free is free indeed . "  -Bro .  Bob \-\Tilson 

� 
NOVEMBER 28, 2010 

CHRIST COMING TO THE EARTH WITH SALVATION 

Isaiah 49: 1 Listen.  0 isles. u n to me: and hearl<cn . ye 
people. from far: The LORD hath called me from the womb: 
from the bowels of my mol11er hath he made mention of my 
name. 

2 And he hath made my mouth l ike a sharp sword : in the 
shadow of his hand hath he hid me. and made me a polished 
shaft: in his quiver hath he hid me: 

3 And said u n to me. Thou arl my servant.  0 Israel . in 
whom I will be glori fied. 

4 Then I said . I have labored in vain ,  I have spent my 
strength for n ought .  and in vai n :  yet surely my judgme n t  is 
with the LORD. and my work with my God . 

5 And now, sai th the LORD that formed me from the 
womb to be his servant.  to bring Jacob again to him, Though 
Israel be not gathered . yet will I be ,glorious in the eyes of the 
LORD. and my God shall be my strength.  

6 And he said . I t  is a light thing that  thou shoulclest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of J acob. and to restore the 
preserved of Israel :  I wil l  also �ive thee for a l igh t to the 
Gentiles. that thou mayest be my salvation u n to the end of the 
earth . 

7 Thus sai th the LORD . the Redeemer of Israel . and his 
Holy One.  to him whom man despiseth . to him whom the 
nation abhorreth . to a sen1ant of ru lers . Kings shal l  see and 
arise. princes also shall worship. because of the LORD that is 
fai th ful .  and the Holy One of Israel .  and he shall choose thee. 

8 Thus saith ti1e LORD. In an acceptable time have I 
heard thee . and in a day or salvat ion have I h e l ped thee: and 
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I wi l l  preserve thee. and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
to establish the earth . to cause to i nherit the desolate heri­
tages : 

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners .  Go forth: to 
them that are in darkness. Shew yourselves. They shall feed 
in the ways. and their pastures shall be in all high places. 

I 0 They shaH not hunger nor thirst: neither shall the 
heat nor sun smile them: for he that hath mercy on them shal l  
lead them.  even by the springs of water shall he gu ide them. 

1 1 A n d  I wi l l make al l  my mou n tains a way .  and my 
highways shal l  be exal ted . 

1 3  Si n.!!; . 0 heavens : and be joyfu l .  0 earth : and breal{ 
forth i n to singing . 0 moun ta ins : for the LORD ha th comforted 
his people. and wil J  have mercy upon his afflicted .  

1 4  But  Zion said . The LORD hath forsal{en me. and my 
Lord ha th rorgollen me . 

1 5  Can a woman forget her sucldng chi ld .  that she 
should not have compassion on the son ofher womb? yea, they 
may forgcl . yet wi l l  l not forsal{e thee . 

1 6  Behold .  I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands: thy walls are continual ly before me. 

MEMORY VERSE: For he sai th . I have heard thee in a 
t ime accepted . and in the day of sa lvat ion have I succored t hee: 
behold .  now is the accepted lime: behol d .  now is the day or 
salvation .  I I  Cori n thians 6 :2 .  

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus the Christ is prophesied to 
save a l l  in Israel who wi l l  believe in Him,  and a lso to be the 
sa lva t ion for all other na tions . His coming was a day of 
sa lvation and a l ime when whosoever will can be saved and 
come and d rink of the fountain of the water of li fe freely . 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 4 9 :  I .  "cfl lled me fl·om the wom iJ ": \Vas conceived in 
I-I is mother's womb.  predcs.tined to be the Savior or the world .  

Verse 2 .  "mouth  like n sharp sword ": The \Vorcl of G od that  
Jesus spoke is pictured as such .  "For the word of G od is qu ick . 
and powerfu l . and sharper than any two-edged sword , pierc­
ing even to the d ivid i ng asunder of soul and spirit .  and of the 
joints and marrow. and is a d iscerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart."  Hebrews 4: 1 2 . This is  the Word of God 
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which by the Gospel is preached unto us by true and faithful 
ministers .  "quiver": A carrying case for arrows. God h ad Christ 
h idden and preserved from the evils of the world , but brought 
H im forth in H is ministry by the power of the H oly Spirit .  

Verse 4.  "myjuclgment is with the LORD": In the eyes of the 
carnal minded of the world Christ spen t His strength for 
n aught and in vain . bu t.  in the eyes of Almighty God .  His  work 
was effective and accomplished the everlasting purpose and 
good pleasu re of God . 

Verse 5. "to bring Jacob again to him ": God worked through 
Christ to bring al l Israe l i tes who would believe and obey the 
G ospel to be in  God's favor as Jacob had been in h is time. 

Verse 6 ,  "It is a light thing": To save the Jews was a small 
part of what  God was going to do in the gi ft of His Son. He was 
also goi ng to give Jesus for a l ight to the Genti les for salvation 
to the end of the earth . 

Verse 7. "him whom man clespiseth. to him whom the 
nation nbhoreth ": This was what Christ bore and su ffered from 
the carnal u nbelieving men of His own nation. 

Verse 8.  "ncceptnble time": Favorable and d el igh tful op­
portu nity .  

Verse 9 .  "prisoners": those in  the prison house of s in .  "Go 
forth": Come out and be free! "Shew yourselves": Testify to 
what you have found in Christ. 'Jeed in the ways": Eat the 
bread of l i fe from above . "high places ": The heavenly realm of 
the spiri tual blessings of salvation and peace. 

Verse 1 1 . "my mountains a way ": The upward way of 
holiness. 

Verse 1 :3 .  "his ql7lictecl ": Those \vho suffer for the Gospel 
in H is will . 

Verse 1 6, "gr(wcn": Held in loving remembrance and 
protcc l ion . "llty walls con t inually IJejore me": Thy protection 
and care wi l l  never fai l .  

I I  Cori n t h ians 6:2 .  "succored ": Given aid . rel ief  and help. 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

Today we have a wonderfu l  lesson from the prophet Isaiah 
concerning our blessed Lord and Savior, J esus Christ.  And 
from t hese Scriptu res the New Testamen t writers have drawn 
the basis of their statements of fai th in Christ. and we h ave 
several that are men tioned in their writings .  First .  let us take 
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n ote in verse one how Christ was called by the LORD God from 
H is mother. M ary's . womb. And in both Matthew 1 : 1 8-25 and 
Luke 1 :26-38 we have the account of M ary being with child 
and the events that surrounded this wonderful manifestation 
of the wisdom and power of God . 

Then in verse siX we have the declaration that Christ was 
God's servant not only to raise up and restore the presenred of 
Israel . but  God wou ld also give Him to be a l ight to the Genti les 
and H is salvation to the ends of the earth .  And in Acts 1 3  we 
have the account  of Paul  and Barnabas preaching the G ospel 
at Antioch in Pisidia .  bringing in several prophecies of J esus 
with their message . And then we see the Jews being filled with 
envy and speal< ing against the tru th that was preached , 
con tradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and Baranabas 
declared t hat since these J ews were pu tting it from them and 
judgi ng themselves to be u nworthy or everlas ting l ife.  they 
were turning to the Genti les. And then in verse 4 7 they quoted 
from verse six in our lesson .  

Paul quotes from verse 8 of our  lesson in  I I  Corin thians 6:2 
declaring that the acceptable l ime and day of salvation is 
NOW! Then we have verse 1 0  repeated in Revelation 7: 1 6- 1 7  
speal< ing of the redeemed without number before the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. Oh. what a beautifu l  scene we h ave 
portrayed in this glorious prophecy of this d ay of salvation! 

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
l .  Why did i t  appear that Christ had spen t His s trength in 

vai n? 
2. \\Tho besides Israel did God give Christ to be a light for? 
3 .  \\That did God promise to ful fill  in this clay of salvation? 
4. \\That does Christ say to the prisoners and those in 

d arl<ncss'? 
5. \Vhat comfort does God give to the d iscouraged and 

d owncast? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

Su rely ou r Savior faced much sorrow and cl iscou ra.�ement 
in His sojourn on this earth by being rejected by the Jews and 
fin al ly sentenced to die at their hands! Bu t. as ou r lesson 
slates. su rely H is  judgment was with the LORD . and H is work 
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was with His God. And . though His own earthly relations i n  
Israel rejected H i m .  H e  was glorious in  the eyes of God ,  and 
God was H is strength. I t  was a small thing to present H is 
salvation to Israel .  for God was giving Him to be a l ight to al l 
other nations i n  the world and H is salvation to the ends of the 
earth ! And the mul ti tude He gathered to H imself  was from 
every l< i n d rccl . tongue. and people \vho would wash their  robes 
in His blood and serve Him fa i thful ly in His temple for e terni ty !  

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

A phrase in the tenth verse of our lesson is impressive .  I t  
says . .. . . . lor h e  that hath mercy o n  them shall lead them . . . .  " 
Th i s  ph rase speaks volumes about the nature of our Lord and 
Savior. A shepherd being fol lowed by his sheep portrays the 
symbolism of the Scriptures concerning Christ.  The sheep are 
not being d riven and coerced by harsh d iscipl ine,  but they are 
wi l l in.!1;ly fol lowing their shepherd. The bond that unites the 
llock to t hei r shepherd is love. It  is manifested in the shepherd 
by the lender care and mercy He h as for the Ilocl< and the love 
is reciprocated by their wi l l ingness to do anythi n.� to please 
their shepherd . 

Some of the greatest con ll icts Jesus had with the Scribes 
and Pharisees were over the harsh practices they d emanded 
of the people that even they themselves would not do. Their 
harsh ness was rooted in  pride and reflected the hard ness of 
their hearts.  Jesus came oiTcrin,!� mercy and pardon to al l  who 
recogn ized the sinful  condition of their hearts and humbled 
themselves to fol low Him. 

1\ shepherd of Jesus' caliber reaches far beyond national 
borders , for many people wi ll respond to a leader who cares 
abou t t hem so grea tly. l l  is this care that motivated the song 
ofjo)' expressed in verse I : � .  We a re so blessed to have Jesus 
as ou r Savior. H is wonderfu l plan of salvation reaches cve1y 
na t ion.  race and kinderecl of people.  And to l<now that H is 
kin.(�dom lasts forever should cause a song ofjoy to issue from 
every heart that has been washed in the cleansing Jountain 
tha t was opened on Calvary for sin and for u ncleanness. 

-Bro. \Vi l l ie  E .  Murphey 
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DECEMBER 5, 2010 

THE CHRIST OF GOD COMING TO A SPIRITUAL ZION 

Isaiah 52: 1 Awake. awake; put on thy strength . 0 Zion; 
put on thy beaut ifu l  garments. 0 Jerusalem, the holy city:  for 
henceforth there shall  no more come into thee the u ncircum­
cised and the u nclean . 

2 Shal<e thysel f  from the dust:  arise, and sit down, 0 
Jerusa lem: loose thyself from the bands of thy ned< . 0 captive 
daughter of Zion . 

3 For thus saith the LORD. Ye have sold yourselves for 
nough t: and ye shal l be redeemed withou t money. 

6 Therefore my people shal l lu1ow my name: therefore 
they shal l  l<now in that day that I am he that  doth speak: 
behold i t  is I .  

7 Jlow beaut i fu l upon the mou ntains are the feet o f  h im 
that brin,[!;elh good tidings. that  publisheth peace : that bri ngeth 
,good t id i n.�s of.�ooc l .  that publisheth salvation : that saith u n to 
Zion. Thy God reigncth!  

8 Thy watchmen shall  l i ft up the voice : wilh the voice 
to�ellwr shal l  they s ing: for t hey slw l l  sec t•yc to eye. when the 
LORD sha l l  bring a.�ain Zion . 

9 Break forth into joy.  sing to.�cther . yc waste places of 
Jerusalem: for the LO RD hath com l(wted his  people.  he hath 
redeemed J erusalem . 

1 0  The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of  
all  the nations: and al l  the ends of the earth shal l  see the 
sa lva t ion o f  our Gocl .  

I I Depart y e .  depart ye. go y e  o u t  from thence. touch n o  
u nci c a ll  t h i n,g: .�o y e  out o f  the midst o f  her: b e  y e  clean . that 
bear the vessels of the LORD . 

1 2  For ye shal l  not go out  with haste. nor go by fligh t : for 
the LO RD wil l  go be lore you : and the God of lsrael shall be your 
rereward . 

I :3 Behold . my servan t shal l deal pru dently.  he shal l  be 
exalted and exto l led.  and be very high .  

1 4  A s  many were astonied a t  thee: h i s  visage was so 
marred more than any man . and his form more than the sons 
of men :  

1 5  S o  shall  h e  sprinkle many nations: the kings shal l 
shut  thei r mou t hs at him: for that which had not been told 
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them shal l  they see: and that wh i ch they had not heard shal l  
they consider. 

MEMORY VERSE: And how shall they preach . except 
they be sen t? as i t  is wri tten . How beautifu l  are the feet of them 
that preach the Gospel of peace . and bring glad t id i ngs of.�ood 
things! Romans l 0: 1 5 . 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God wants al l  men to have a 
chance to hear the good news of Bible salva t ion t h a t  His Son 
Jesus Christ brough t  to the world and made avai lable by H is 
su fferi ngs and d eath on the cross t h a t  they mi,�h t depart from 
sin and iniqui ty and be clean and holy i n  H is  sight. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 52 :  1 .  "strength ": Power to overcome s in  and the 
devil .  "IJenul iful gnnnen ts ": Salva t ion and holi ness before God . 

Verse 2 .  " the clusl ": The carnal ord inances of the old Jaw 
system.  "the IJnncls q[ thy neck": Th e bondage and l imitations 
of  material earthly things. 

Verse 3 .  "sold yourselves for n ought ": G iven your hearts 
and l ives for th ings of no value . ··redeemed wil l rout money ": 
Not redeemed with s i lver and gold from you r va i n  conversa tion 
received by trad i t ion from you r  fathers .  ( I  Peter .  I :  1 8 . ) 

Verse 6, "my people sl lnll lcnow ":  Jesus said . '" My sheep 
hear my voice. and I know them. and they fol low me."  John 
1 0:27.  

Verse 8.  "see eye t.o eye ": Have spiritual vision of J esus 
Christ together in harmony and u n i ty of heart and spiri l .  'shall 
bring ngnin Zion ": Shal l  bring to ligh t the spiri tual  Zion ,  the 
true Church of the l iving God .  

Verse 9 .  "wnste plncc>s ": Barren a reas ofl ife and character 
that h unger and th i rs t  for righ teousness and t h e  frui t  of the 
H oly Spirit .  

Verse I 0 .  ··mncle IJnre his holy unn "' :  Re\'ea lc cl the great 
power of His migh t to save the souls of men from al l  sin 
through the pre:.H.:hing of the Gospel of Chris t .  ··nil Lhe ends of 
the eClrth ": i\1 1 nal ions and kind reds and peoples and tongues . 
(Reve lat ions 7:9. )  

Verse 1 1 .  "Depart ye ": l'lee. escape . and be separate from 
al l  de fi lement of sin and transgression against  God .  '"be ye 
clean ": Purify yourselves. "tha t 1Jeu r 1 / w  vessels (?{ the LORD ": 
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That the LORD wan ts to use to proclai m the Word of H is 
Salvat ion . 

Verse 1 2 . "not go out with haste": You wil l  know what you 
arc cscapin,E!; from and what God wants to bri ng you to in H is 
holy Ch u rch . ··go IJ<�{ore you. and IJe your rerewarcl. " : God is 
bcl<> re us. clearin.� the way for us.  and He is behind us to 
protect and gather us up .  

Verse 1 3 . "deal prudently ": Rule wisely u nder the clear 
leacl in ,E!;s and insp iration of the Holy Spirit. "exalted and 
exlollecl ":  Li fted up in l i fe and character. triumphan t over al l  
the temp ta l ions or the 11esh and the world . 

Verse I 4 . "(lsloniecl ": Ignoran t and offended at the teach­
i ngs of  Jesus . "visnge so marred": Through intense and 
agonizing su fferings the phys ical bearing of our Savior was 
terribly d isfigured . 

Verse 1 5 . "sprinkle many nat ions ": M ade available and 
procla i med to all  h u man i ty .  "shut their mouths": Be put  to 
si lence <l ll d sh ame . "consider": What they had never heard 
they wou l d u nders t a n d .  

LESSON BACKGROUND 

I n  our l esson today we . .  l\ • ai i U L h c ,  o n e  or I sa i ah's 
bri l l ia n t  p roph<.:cics of J esus CJ 1 r:s L  "' i cl  t lw l hurch of God. 
wh ich l i e pu rch ased with I ! is own blood . I t  su ms up to be a 
messag<.: to us who are saved and born i n to th e family of God 
by the spiri tual bi rth that Jesus spoke about to Nicodemus in 
John 3 :  1 - 8 .  There was the old J erusalem and M oun t Zion told 
abou t in the Old Testament.  But Isaiah is not speal< ing of 
them . He is speakin.E!; of the New J e rusalem that  comes down 
from God o u t  of l l e:wen i n to the h earts ancl l i\·cs of those who 
bcl i c\T in and fo l low fa i th fu l ly the Lord J es u s  Christ .  the 
Savior of manki n d .  I t  I S  a wonderfu l  message an d we rejoice in  
i t  today . 

\Ve a rc to awake ou t of ignorance and spiri tual sl u mber to 
wha t  Ch rist is  o!Terin,g us i n  the New Testament.  \Ve can know 
Christ  and hear Him

-
speak to u s  personally.  Verse seven in  

our lesson i s  quoted i n  Romans I 0 :  1 5  by the  Apostle Pau l .  and 
we have chosen that  as our  Memory Verse. Pau l was speaking 
of the ri.ghtcousness of faith and believing in the Lord Jesus. 
cl eclari n.g that there is no d i fference between th e Jew and the 
G reek. a nd quoted from J oel 2 :32 that whosoever shal l  call  
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upon the name of the Lord shal l be saved . He brought out that 
they must hear and bel ieve in  H im upon whom they call .  and 
how it must be preached for them to hear. The n  he quotes from 
Isaiah about those who preach and bring glad tidings of good 
thiny;s. 

Pau l .  in I I  Corinthians 6: 1 7  quotes from verse 1 1  in  our 
lesson : ··wherefore come out from among them. and be ye 
separate.  saith the Lord . and touch not the u n clean thing: and 
I wi l l  receive you ."  How good the Lord is to work out a plan of 
salvation and make i t  so available for us to take hold of and be 
so blessed and benefi ted thereby! -Bro. Lesl ie  Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
I .  What is the stren�th and beautifu l  garmen ts we can 

put on? 
2 .  What other than money were we redeemed by? 
3. \Vhat are the y;ood t idings that are preached i n  Christ? 
4 .  llow do people relate to one another in this New 

J en tsal em? 
!>. What must we do to be able to enter therein? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

Oh . how the sou l of man needs to awake to ri�h tcousness 
�1 1H I  t lw wonderfu l  sp iri tual  bless in�s that the Lord J esus 
C h rist has brou .�h t to us !  He came from Heaven to bring us 
eternal t reasures that we can possess and enjoy now .  righ t 
h ere i n  th is presen t l i fe. The Zion and Jerusalem that the Lord 
has established and made possible for us to enter is a spiritu al 
city .  I t  is pictured in Revelation 3: 1 2  and 2 1  :2 as the c i ty of God 
and thC' Bride .  the Lamb's wi fe .  llcbrcws 1 2 :22 declares i t  to 
be the city we h ave come to in t h i s  New Testament era. How 
wonderfu l  to be in spiri tual Zion!  Pau l also declares il .  in  
Galal ians 4 :26.  to  b e  the Jerusalem above which is  free and 
the mother of all who are truly in Christ J esus.  In this 
wonderful  c i ty we l< now and commune with Christ Jesus in 
the Spi ri t .  and we l< now when I le speaks to our hearts. His 
mi nisters who are watchmen on the wal ls of salvation speak 
and sin.� to.�cther in  harmony and sec "eye to eye."  that is, in 
perl'cc l  u n i ly . This is because we all can l isten to lhe same 
sweet Holy Spirit who reveals to our hearts wha t  eye has not  
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seen ,  nor ear heard . the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. (I Corinthians 2:9 .) Our lesson also shows 
how Christ's appearance was so marred more than any man. 
His sufferings on the cross brought this about.  But Jesus also 
has blessings to bestow upon all nations here on earth . Thank 
the Lord for this wonderful prophecy! Let us hold fast and be 
faithfu l  to Him. -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

"How beau tiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings of good . that publisheth salva­
tion . . .  " 

Raymond Bush . missionary to South Africa in the early 
1 900's, tells the story ofa young boy who begged to go with him 
from his vil lage back to the mission station so he could learn 
about Jesus and how to read the Bible .  

"What is that thing you are sweeping dirt  into?" he asked 
the missionary's wife on his way to class one day .  " I t's a 
dustpan,"  she replied . That day he told his  teacher that he 
wan ted to  be named "Dust Pan ."  because he wanted to  go b ack 
to his village and carry away all the dirt from the l ives of h is 
father. family and friends. "I want to be a Dust Pan for J esus!" 
he said . 

Soon he had won five of his friends to the Lord . and when 
finally the missionary planned another trip back to Dust Pan's 
vil lage. he rejoiced that now he could go bad< and tell abou t 
Jesus. His feet  became sore and covered with blisters as they 
crossed the burning sands and followed the dangerous j ungle 
trails. He became lost from the group because of his bloody. 
mangled feet.  and the missionary shivered with horror to hear 
the roaring of the l ions close by. Final ly .  miraculously,  Dust 
Pan came limping out ofthe tal l  grasses and reached his h ome 
vil lage . 

Dust Pan's father was one of the most famous witch 
doctors in  that part of Africa. and usually killed more than 600 
people every year. But through Dust Pan's love and faithful­
ness. he won the hearts of his whole family .  even his cruel 
father. When the missionary returned the fol lowing year. 364 
souls were waiting to be baptized. all because of the "beautiful" 
limping. bloody feet of one young boy. -Sis. Angela Gellenbeck 
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DECEMBER 12,  2010 

CHRIST, DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN 

Isaiah 53:  l Who hath bel ieved our report? And to whom 
is the arm of the LORD revealed? 

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant. and 
as a root ou t of a dry ground : he hath no form nor comeliness:  
and when we shal l see h im.  there is no beauty that we should 
desire h im.  

3 l ie is clcspisecl and rej ected of men : a man of sorrows. 
and acquainted with �rie l': and we hid as it were our faces from 
him:  h e  was d esp ised . and we esteemed him not . 

4 Su rely he hath borne our griefs ,  and carried our 
sorrows: vet we did esteem him stricken. smitten of God. and 
affl icted .

· 

5 But he was wou n d ed for our transgressions, he was 
bru ised for o u r  in iqu i ties:  lhe chastisemen t of our peace was 
upon him:  and with his stri pes we are healed . 

6 All we l ike sheep have gone astray: we have turned 
every one to his own way: and the LO RD hath laid on him the 
in iqui ty o f  LI S al l .  

7 He was oppressed , and he was affl icted . yet  he opened 
not his mou th:  he is brou�h t as a lamb to lhe slaughter, and 
as a sh eep before her shearers is dumb. so he openeth not his 
mou th.  

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment:  and who 
shall  declare h is  .e:enera lion? for he was cu t olT ou t of  the land 
or the l ivi n,!f for the transgression of my people was he 
stricken .  

9 And he made h is  .e:ravc with lhe  wicked , and wi th  the 
rich in h is d ea t h :  because he had done no violence. nei ther 
was anv decei t in h i s  mou th . 

1 0  · Yet it pleased the LORD to bru ise him:  he hath pu t 
h im t� grit 'f: when thou shal l make his  sou l an alTering for sin .  
h e  s h a l l  sec h i s  seed . he shall prolong h i s  clays.  a n d  the 
pleasure of the LORD shall  prosper in  his h a n d .  

1 I I Jc s h a l l see of t he travai l  of his sou l . a n d  s h a l l  be 
salisfi ccl : by h i s k nowledge shal l my righ teou s  servant  j us l i ly 
many: for he shal l  bear thei r iniquities .  

12  Therefore wil l  I divide him a portion w i t h  the  grea t .  
and he shal l divide the spoi l  wi th the stron�: because he hath 
poured out h is soul unto death : and he was numbered wi th the 

(50) 



transgressors: and he bare the sin of m any, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 

MEMORY VERSE: All we l ike sheep h ave gone astray: we 
h ave tu rned every one to his own way: and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniq u i ly of us all .  Isaiah 53:6.  

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Because al l mankind had trans· 
gressed G oers law .  God sen t His Son to suffer and to die in  our 
place so th a t  we could be saved and healed . The Lord God laid 
on Jesus Christ the iniquity of us all . God was satisfied with 
what J esus su ffered to pay the penalty for our sins . 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

I s a i a h  53: 1 .  "the nnn ofllw LORD": The force and strength 
of Alm i gh ty God man ifest in human flesh . 

Verse 2 .  "tender planr ": Like a very small twig of a fal len 
tree th at sprou ted . ··root ou t of CL city ground": Growing up 
without worldly praise and honor. "no form nor comeliness": No 
outward beauty or majesty. 

Verse 3. "desp ised and rejected": Lightly esteemed and 
coun ted as empty and worthless. "sorrows ": Pain and suffer· 
ing. "acqun in tecl with grief': Fami l iar with adversi ty and 
afll iction .  "hid owJnces_/imn him": D id not want to look at him.  
"esteemed l t im not ": Cou nted him of no val u e .  

Verse 4 .  "borne": Tool\ upon himself. 
Verse 5 .  "wounded ": Pierced . "bruised ": Crushed . "chas­

t isemen t  of our peace ": The pu nishment required for the 
atonemen t of our sins. "stripes": Marks on the flesh caused by 
bcalin!.!.  

Verse G .  "qljlicced ": Pressed down under hard blows . 

"opened nol I I  is mm tlh ": Did not seck to defend H imself. 
Verse 8 .  "tnken ji·om prison cmd juclgmenl": This means 

that C h ris t was d enied any fair and j u st protection , not put in 
prison to wait  unt i l  people's temper and anger cooled down so 
that He  cou ld have a fa i r trial . The Septuagint  G reek transla­
tion for lhis says.  " I n  his humil ial ion his jud.�ment was taken 
away . "  Th is was exp lained by Phi l ip lo the Eth iopian eunuch 
in i\cts 8 : 32 - 33. "declnre his generation ": consider or take 
account  of. "cut  ofj": Denied the right to l ive. "for the transgres­
sion of my people was he stricken": The punishmen t for the 
trespasses of  men were put on Jesus. 
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Verse 1 0 , "it pleased the LORD to bruise him": I t  was God's 
wil l  for Christ to suffer in this way. "see his seed": God was 
looking at the generation of righteous. godly. and holy people 
that would be brought forth from Christ's su ffering on the 
cross. 

Verse 1 1 . "He shall see of the travail of his soul. and shall 
be satisfied": God wi l l  recognize and accept the suffering that 
Christ  went  through as the ransom price for our salvation. 

Verse 1 2 . "divide him a portion with the great": God 
rewarded Jesus for His obedience to the death of the cross by 
highly exal ting Him and giving Him a name. which is above 
every name. Phil ippians 2 :8-9. "numbered with the transgres­
sors": Accounted as guil ty for death as sinfu l  man was. Christ  
was condemned and crucified alon� with two thieves . 

LESSON BACKGROUND 

The New Testament quotes from our Jesson in several 
places. Verse one is quoted in John 1 2 :37 and 38 like this:  
"But though he had done so many miracles before them. yet 
they believed not on him: that the saying of Esaias the prophet 
might be fulfi lled which he spake. 'Lord. who hath believed our 
report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?'" 
Paul quoted it  in Romans 1 0: 1 6. "But they have not all  obeyed 
the gospel . For Esaias saith. Lord . who hath believed our 
report?" I Peter 2:24-25 quotes from verses five and six about 
us being healed with his stripes and l i l<e sheep going astray. 
\Ve have already mentioned how that Phil ip spol<e from th is in 
his message to the eunuch in Acts 8:32-33. 

The prophecy in our Jesson is one of the most outstanding 
in the Old Testamen t of our Lord Jesus Christ. He ful fi lled it 
all to the letter. He was despised and rejected of men . even 
those ofl-l is own nation . He showed all the power and evidence 
that was needed to back His teachings and declarations ofl -l is 
Sonship with the Almighty .  But. because He was h umble. 
lowly . mercifu l .  kind and without pride and sel f-honor. He was 
rejected and despised . especially by the rulers and those who 
were religious leaders. The entire activities carried out by 
those who hated him were void of righ teous wisdom. He was 
arrested that nighl .  run through a mock trial through the 
nigh t .  condemned . sentenced to death . and executed the next 
morning. No mercy. no chance, no tolerance was given.  They 
hated Him,  and wanted to get rid of Him. But it was al l  a 
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fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy and the Almighty beheld it all 
and accepted it as the redemptive price for the salvation oflost 
humanity. \Vhile the Jewish leaders gloated over their tri­
umph, a great surprise was in store for them to meet later on. 

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  What was the real beauty that Jesus portrayed to 

humanity? 
2.  What was He wounded and bruised for? 
3 . Why was the LORD God satisfied with Christ's suffer­

ings? 
4. What part of our lesson shows what His reward was to be? 
5. What do we all owe to Jesus for what He did for us? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

If our blessed Jesus had not faithfully obeyed the will of 
the Father in  suffering and giving His life l ike He did, we would 
have all been lost forever. He well knew what the stakes were 
in the great decision He made in the garden that night as He 
prayed and submitted to the will  of God. How we all  need to 
realize what we owe to Him! We owe Him everything (each one 
of us) : our life, service, affections, obedience and faithful 
allegiance. He gave us His all ;  and now we need to give Him our 
all. If  we could but be made aware of the depth of His love and 
what He has to offer as the King of kings and Lord of lords, we 
would say from our hearts as Paul said from his heart: "Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?" And ,  when He makes His will  
known , we must rise up and follow i t  through unto the end . 

-Bro. Leslie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

.. But he was wounded for our transgressions" Do you see 
the body of Christ being hung on a cross, to be wounded for 
our sins? Every murder, every theft, every lie, every act of 
promiscuity, every abuse, every sin and transgression com­
mitted by man was covered by the blood of Jesus. He was 
wounded to redeem us from all of our sins. Do you really 
believe i t? 

" He was bruised for our iniquities " Iniquities will include 
those sins brought upon us by default:  such as the inbred 
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carnal nature, gen etic tendencies, the reproach and blame of 
other people's sins before us. These were also laid upon our 
Savior, to bear for our redemption. Can we truly believe that the 
brutality that Jesus suffered was for us-for our in iquities? 

"The chastisement of our peace was upon him" Why did 
our Lord stand before Pilate and say nothing? Why did He 
suffer as the gui lty? Because in  this action , He  was giving to 
us  his peace and calm assurance that He was truly i n  control .  

"And with his stripes we are healed." Jesus Christ bore for 
us a Roman scourging, not a Jewish scourging. A Jewish 
scourging consisted of a beating with a rod or strap of any 
amoun t  up to forty lashes . A Roman scourging was far more 
cruel .  The l ash consisted of a bundle of cords that were 
entwi ned with l ead balls ,  pieces of glass and bone.  It was 
meant to rip and tear the flesh. There was not a l imit  to the 
amount of the lashes. The victim was to be scourged to within 
an i nch of his l i fe, but without death. Whi le  this may be a l i tt le 
graphic in  description. we really need to look upon j ust what 
our dear Savior bore for us!  Why did He bear this scourging? 
Because , "with his stripes we are healed ."  It is our promise to 
claim. Do we really believe i t? 

Just one small verse but it perfectly describes God's plan 
of salvation. Isaiah was looking forward to a time when our 
Savior would  fulfi l l  this prophecy for us. For in Christ .  we have 
forgiveness of our sins, healing for our bodies, emotional and 
mental stabi l i ty as wel l  as hope for eterni ty.  

"Oh. let  me e 'er this scene behold . 
Oh let me hear the storv told .  

Of Him Who there the  victr'y won , 
\Vho said in prayer. "Thy wil l  be done!" 

-Sis.  LaDawna Adams 

� � E)  

DECEMBER 1 9 ,  2 0 1 0  
JESUS CHRIST SAVES U S  FROM SIN 

Isaiah 59 :  l Behol d .  the LORD's hand is not shortened. 
that it cannot save : neither his ear heavy. that it cannot hear: 

2 But your iniqui ties have separated between you and 
your God , and your sins have hid his face from you , that he wil l  
not hear. 
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3 For your hands are defi led with blood , and your fingers 
with in iqui ty: your  l ips have spol\en l ies. your tongue hath 
mu ttered perverseness. 

4 None calleth for j ustice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they 
trust i n  vani ty.  and speak l ies: they conceive mischief. and 
bring forth in iqu ity .  

7 Their  fee l  run lo  evi l ,  and they make haste to shed 
innocent  blood : their though ts are thoughts of in iqu i ty :  wast­
ing and destruction are in their paths . 

8 The way of peace they know not:  and there is n o  
judgmen t  in  their goings : they have made them crooked paths: 
whosoever ,g;oeth therein shall not know peace. 

1 2  For our transgress ions are multipl ied before thee, 
and our sins testi ly against us:  for our transgressions are with 
us:  and as for our in iqu i ties . we know them : 

1 3  In transgressing and lying against  the LORD . and 
departing away from our God , speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood . 

1 G And he saw that there was no man . and wondered that 
there w a s  no in tercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation 
u nto h im:  a nd his righ teousness . il sustained him.  

1 7  For he put on righteousness as a breastplate. and an 
helmet of salvation u pon his I l eac! :  and he pu t on the garments 
of vengeance lor cloth ing, and was clad wi th zeal as a cloak. 

1 9  So shall th ev fear  the name of the LORD from the west, 
and his glory from u;e risin.g of the sun. \Vhen the enemy shal l  
come i n  l ike a 11ood . the Spiri t of the LORD shal l  l i ft up a 
standard against h i m . 

20 And the Redeemer shall  come to Zion . and u n to them 
that turn from transgression in Jacob. saith the LORD. 

2 1  As lor me. this is mv covenant with them. saith the 
LO RD : My spiri t that is upon

. 
thee. and my words which I have 

put  i n  t hy mouth . shal l  not depart out of thy mouth . nor ou t 
of the mou th of thy seed . nor ou t of the mou th of thy seed's 
seed . sa i l h  the LORD. from henceforth and for ever. 

MEMORY VERSE: If we say that we have no sin , we 
d eceive ou rselves . and the tru th is not in us. If we con fess our 
s ins .  he is  fa i thful  and just  to for,Q;ive us our sins,  and to 
cleanse us from al l u n ri_e;hteousness . I John I :8-9.  

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Sin and transgression in  d isobedi­
ence lo the laws of the holy God Who crea ted mankind 
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separated us from fellowship and communion with Him.  But 
God has sent His Son down from Heaven to take u pon Him 
h u man Ilesh,  to give H imself as a ransom price for our 
salvation and deliverance. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 59:2.  "iniquities": Evi l  ways and doings offensive 
and d ispleasing in God's sight .  

Verse 3,  "perverseness ": Contrary and d istorted ideas . 
Verse 1 2 . "transgressions ": Rebellion and trespasses 

a,gainst God.  "our trnnsgressions are with us ": \Ve are aware of 
our s inful  condi tion. God has so clearly given l ight and 
l<nowleclge of H is hol iness and what pleases Him that any 
mortal wil l  be made aware of his or her sin if they will be 
honest . with an open mind . 

Verse 1 3 ,  "oppression": Injury and wrong toward others. 
"revolt":  Crime and violence. 

Verse 1 6 . "he snw that there wns no man": God knew that 
there was no hu man bei ng that was without sin. As it is 
pictu red in Revelation 5:3. "No man in heaven , nor in earth . 
neither under the earth . was able to open the bool< . nei ther to 
lool< thereon ."  This book pictured as in the righ t  hand of God 
sealed with seven seals was the plan of salvation for sinfu l  
mankind .  

Verse 1 7 . "[Jnnnents ofvengecmce": Christ tool< vengeance 
a.gainst  the devil and through His death and resurrection 
des troyed his power against man. "zeal as a cloalc": C hrist was 
zealous tu do the will  of God at the peril of His earthly l ife. 

Verse 1 9 . "lift up a standard against him": Cause satan to 
llee. The Holy Spiri t in  Jesus enabled Him to resist the devil all 
the way. and tha t  same Holy Spirit will  enable us to do the 
same. 

Verse 20. "the Redeemer shall come lO Zion ": This is Christ 
coming to the souls of men to mal<e them spiri tual  Zion. the 
New J erusalem. "un lo them that turn from transgression": 
Only those who tru ly repent and turn away from sin and 
tra n s.�ression against God wil l  be able to tal<e hold of H is grace 
a nd salvation . 

. 

V<�rse 2 1 .  "this is my covenant  with them": This is the new 
cm•en<.1nt  described in J eremiah 3 1  : �3 1 -34 and quoted i n  
Hebrews 8 : 8 - 1 2  a n d  1 0: 1 6 . 
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LESSON BACKGROUND 

Our lesson today is a continuation of the message God 
was sending to Israel through Isaiah. Here we have powerful 
counsels of reproof to the people concerning their sins and 
iniquities. And what God spoke to I srael is a message for all 
h umanity and for us today. As Paul  stated i n  Romans 3:23. 
" For all have sinned. and come short of the glory of God ."  And 
in that  same chapter Paul quoted various passages from the 
Old Testament concerning sin,  some of them being from this 
very chapter in Isaiah , namely verses 7 and 8,  abou t  the 
shedd ing of blood and not }{nowing the way of peace. 

Thank God, there are those and there h ave down through 
the years been those who sensed their gui l t  and desired 
del iverance and mercy. The poor li ttle woman who washed 
Jesus feet with her tears of repentance. the publican who 
cl imbed up into the tree to see Jesus, and many others we have 
record of who fel t  the weight of their sins and came to J esus 
for the help they needed in their souls.  

But  the latter part of our lesson shows what Christ .  " the 
arm o f  the LORD," accompl ished in coming to Zion and to 
them who were wil l ing to turn from their transgressions.  What 
a wonderful  salvation we have in l·l im!  -Bro. Leslie Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 
I .  \Vhat does iniquity and sin do to the soul of man? 
2.  \Vhat are some of the evi ls mentioned in our lesson? 
3.  \Vhy was there no intercessor for man? 
4. \Vho was the Redeemer who was to come to Zion? 
5 .  Un to whom was the Redeemer to come? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 

"As by one man sin en tered into the world .  and death by 
s in :  and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned . 
There fore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation: even so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon al l men unto justification of l ife. For as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners. so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous .  Moreover the 
law entered . that the offence might abound.  But where sin 
abou nded . grace did much more abound:  that as sin h ath 
reigned u n to death . even so might grace reign through righ-
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teousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. • Romans 
5: 12, 18-2 1 .  This statement from Paul pretty well sums up our 
lesson. Thank God for the Lord Jesus Christ Who by His 
obedience and righteousness reversed the course of man from 
condemnation and eternal loss to victory over stn and hope of 
etemal ltfe and gatnl -Bro. Leslte Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Beautiful Snow 

"In the early part of the Civil War, one dark Saturday morning in the dead of winter, 
a young woman, 22 years old, died at the Commercial Hospital, Ci�dnnati. She had once 
been a very beautiful girl, and the pride of respectable parents. Highly eduaued and 
accompUshed, she might have shone in the best society. But she was stubborn and willful 
and would not listen to warning. She played with fire and called it "fun." One day she 
awoke to find herself ruined by a fatal mistake which she could not erase. She was fallen. 

She spent the rest of her young life in disgrace and shame, and died poor and 
friendless, a brokenhearted outcast. Among her personal effects was found, in manu· 
script, the poem, "Beautiful Snow, "which was immediarelycanied to Enos B. Reed, editor 
of the National Union. In the columns of that paper, on the morning following the girl's 
death, the poem appeared in print for the first time. When the paper came out on Sunday 
morning, the body of the victim had not yet received burial. The attention of one of the 
first American poets, Thomas B. Read, was soon directed to these newly published Unes, 
and was so taken with their stirring pathos, that he immediately followed the corpse to 
its final resting place. 

Such are the plain facts concerning her whose "Beautiful Snow" will be long 
regarded as one of the brightest gems in American literature" 

0 the snow, the beautiful snow, 
Filling the sky and the earth below! 
Over the housetops, over the street, 
Over the heads of the people you meet, 
Dandng, 

Flining, 
Skimming along. 

Beautiful snow! It can do nothing wrong. 
Flying to kiss a fair lady's cheek; 
Clinging to lips in a frolicsome freak. 
Beautiful snow from the heavens above, 
Pure as an angel and fickle as love! 

0 the snow, the beautiful snow! 
How the Oakes gather and laugh as they go! 
Whirling about in its maddening fun, 
It plays in its glee with everyone. 
Chasing, 

Laughing, 
Hurrying by, 

It lights up the face and it sparkles the eye; 
And even the dogs, with a bark and a bound, 
Snap at the crystals that eddy around. 
The town is alive, and its heart in a glow 
To welcome the coming of beautiful snow. 

(58) 



How the wild crowd goes swaying along, 
Hailing each other with humor and song! 
How the y;.y sledges like meteors flash by, 
Bright for a moment, then lost to the eye. 
Ringing, 

Swinging, 
Dashing they go 

Over the crest of the beautiful snow. 
Snow so pure when it falls from the sky, 
To be trampled in mud by the crowd going by; 
To be trampled and tracked 

by the thousands of feet 
Till it blends with horrible filth in the street. 

How strange it should be that this beautiful snow 
Should fall on a sinner with nowhere to go! 
How strange It would be, when the night comes again, 
If the snow and the ice struck my desperate brain! 
Fainting, 

Freezing, 
Dying alone, 

Too wicked for prayer, too weak for my moan 
To be heard in the crash of the crazy town, 
Gone mad in its joy at the snow coming down; 
To lie and to die in my terrible woe, 
With a bed and a shroud of the beautiful snow. 

0 I h b I , II Helpless and foul as the trampled snow, 
nee was pure as t e snow, ut 1e ; . . . 

F II l
.
k h fl k , H h II Smner, despa1r not, Chnst stoopeth low, e , 1 e t e snow a es, 1rom eaven to e ; 

T h 1 .L • 1 • • f o rescue 1 e sou u1at 1s ost m sm, Fell, to be trampled as the filth o the street; 
And . . 1 ., d 

. . 
F II be «�.-� be . d be r:use It to 11e an enJoyment agam, e , to scoucu, to spit on, an at. 

G 
. 

Pleading, roan
l

l
ed
ng� 

C . B e  mg ursmg, 0 .  (! h 
Dreading to die, 

�ng or t ee, 

S II. 1 h ld b The cruc1fied hung on the cursed tree e mg my sou to w oever wou uy, . . 
0 r · h (! 1 fb d H1s accents of mercy fall soft on thme ear, 

H
� mg 

h
m s,· . �me o

d
r � m�rse 

h
o 

d
rea

d 
' "Is there mercy for me? aung t e 1vmg an ,eanng t e ea . W'll H h d k )" M 'ful God I H 1 f 11 1 ) 1 e ee my wea prayer. 

efCI . ave a en so ow. 
O God . h th fl • d'd H And yet I was once like this beautiful snow! 

• 10 t e stream at or smner 1 ow 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Once I was fair as the beautiful snow, 
With an eye like its crystals, a hean like its glow; "Come now, and let us reason 
Once I was loved for my innocent grace, together, saith the WRD: though your 
Flattered and sought for the charm of my sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
face. as snow; though they be red like crim· 
Father, son, they shall be as wool." Isaiah 1:18. 

Mother, -Submitted by Bro. Bob Wilson 
Sisters all, 

God, and myself I have lost by my fall. (Other sources credit ]. W. Watson 
The veriest wretch that goes shivering by as the author of this poem. They state 
Will take a wide sweep, lest I wander too nigh; that all but the last verse was first pub­
For of all that is on or about me, I know lished in the Ypsilanti Commercial on 
There is nothing that's pure but the beautiful snow. january 8, 1870. -W.E.M.) 
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DECEMBER 26, 2010 

THE CHRIST COMES WITH HIS SALVATION 

Isaiah 6 1 : 1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is u pon me: 
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted.  
to proclaim l iberty to the captives . and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound;  

2 To proclaim the  acceptable year of the  LORD . and the 
day of vengeance of our God: to comfort all  that mourn : 

3 To appoin t  unto them that mourn in Zion. to give unto 
them beauty for ashes . the oil of joy for mourning. the garment 
of praise for the spiri t  of heaviness : that they might be called 
trees of righteousness. the plan ting of the LORD. that he might 
be glorified . 

1 0  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD . my soul shal l  be 
joyful in  my God:  for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation . he h ath covered me with the robe of righteousness. 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments. and as a 
bride aclorneth herself with her jewels. 

I I For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth : 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
forth before all nations. 

Isaiah 62: I For Zion 's sake will I not h old my peace, and 
for Jerusalem's sal<e I will not rest. unti l  the righ teousness 
thereof go forth as brightness. and the salvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth. 

2 And the Gen tiles shall see thy righteousness. and all 
kings thy glory :  and thou shalt be called by a new name. which 
the mou th of the LORD shall name. 

3 Thou shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
LORD. and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God .  

4 Thou shall n o  more b e  termed Forsaken :  neither shal l  
thy !and any more be termed Desolate: b u t  thou shalt b e  called 
Hephzibah.  and thy land Beulah : for the LORD delighteth in 
thee. and thy land !:>hall be married . 

5 For as a young man marrieth a virgin .  so shal l  thy sons 
rnarry thee: and as a bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride. so 
shall thy God rejoice over thee. 

1 0  Go through. go through the gates: prepare ye the way 
of the people: cast up.  cast up the highway: gather out the 
stones : l i ft up a standard for the people. 
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1 1  Behold.  the LORD h ath proclaimed u n to the end of 
the world , Say ye to the daughter ofZion . Behold,  thy salvation 
cometh : behold . his reward is with him, and h is work before 
h im.  

12  And they shall  call them. The holy people,  The re­
deemed of the LORD: and thou shal l  be called . Sought out. A 
city not forsaken .  

MEMORY VERSE: The Spirit of the  Lord is  u pon me. 
because he hath anoin ted me to preach the gospel to the poor: 
he hath sent me to heal the brol<enhearted . to preach deliver­
ance to the captives . and recovering of sight to the blind . to set 
at l iberty them that are bruised. to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord . Lul<e 4: 1 8- 1 9 . 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God Almighty prophesied that the 
Christ would be anointed with the Holy Spirit to bring salva­
tion to a lost and dying world that would l iberate the soul of 
man from sin ,  sorrow and death . Al l who receive of His grace 
and salvation would be to Him l ike a beau ti ful bride to love and 
cherish for all eterni ty. 

WORD DEFINITIONS 

Isaiah 6 1 : 1 .  "anointed .. : Chosen . consecrated and com­
missioned . .. bincl up .. : Cheer and lifl up.  

Verse 2.  "acceptable year": Ful lness of time for being 
accepted as a del ight to God . "clay of vengeance": Defeat of 
satan for his evil works upon humanity. 

Verse 1 0. "clothed with salvation and righteousness ": 
These are garments worn by the inward man of the heart. 
··ornaments ancljewels ": Inward decorations of the spirit. 

Isaiah 62:3. "royal diadem": A gem of eternal value to 
shine forth to the world and humani ty .  

Verse 4.  "Hephzibah . .  : My delight is  in  her. . .  Beu lah": 

Married to Christ. 
Verse 5.  "thy sons marry thee": This is spiri tual language 

which means that the souls who are brought forth by a 
spiri tual birth in Christ are not only united in Jove to Him.  but  
they are a lso united in love to  the Church .  

Verse I 0 ,  "prepare ye the way": Make i t  available and open 
that a l l  who desire to walk the way of holiness can do so 
joyfully . .. cnst  up ": Build u p  the way of a Christian in hol iness , 
purity.  and righteousness for all to know and follow. exalted 
above the world and i ts vanity and pride . 
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LESSON BACKGROUND 

I n  our lesson today we have another vivi d and beau tifu l  
p roph ecy of ou r Lord J esus Christ that was inspired of the Holy 
Spir i l la I saia h .  the Gospel prophet .  \Ve want to poin t  out  tha t  
the ll rs t part  of our lesson was fu l fi l led by t h e  Lo rd J esus, a s  
is s o  wondcrfu l lv rela ted in Lu ke 4 :  1 8- 1 9 . Jesus h a d  retu rned 
to G a l i lee i n  the-power of the Spirit  after His forty clay fast and 
lime of tem ptation i n  the wi lderness i n  which He h ad tri­
u m p h ed over the tempta tions of the devi l .  He came to Nazareth 
wh ere He had been brough t up and wen t i n to t h e  synagogue on 
th e Sabbath d ay . as His custom was. and s tood u p  to reacl . He 
was hancl ccl the book of I saiah,  which u pon openi ng, H e  found 
the scriptu re from I saiah that we have in our lesson . We h ave 
chosen as our Memory Verse the read in.� that Lu ke shows that  
J esus reacl . And when H e  was fin ished H e  declared , "Th is day 
is this scri p tu re fu l fi l led in you r ears . "  So we have no doubt that 
th is  was a proph ecy of our Lord and Savior. 

Al l  of t h ese two chapters. Isaiah 6 1  and 62 are d e fi n i tely 
p roph ecies of C h ri s t  and the grea t work He acco m pl i sh ed here 
on eart h .  H e  is p ictured in these prophecies as being the 
H u s b a n d  to  the sou l s  of all He woul d save from sin and death . 
We \\'ho pa rtake of H is won derfu l .�race are a del igh t to H i m  
a nd w e  a re H i s  bride .  marri ed t o  H i m  for eternal j oy and 
h a pp i ness . How wo nderfu l that we can enter in through the 
gates i n to t h e  c i ty .  walk on the hi ,�hway o f  holiness.  and have 
a l i.�.!;ll l to s h i n e  o u t  before the world ! \Ve can be that holy 
people .  rccl eemecl of the LO RD G od .  sou.�h t ou t .  a n d  a city n ot 
forsa ken ! -Bro . Lesl ie  B usbee 

QUESTIONS: 
1 .  Wh a t all d i d the S p i ri t  anoi n t  C h ri st  to do? 
2 .  \V h a t  d i ci t he LO RD ca u s� to � h i m· . ·  Jr th before t h e  world? 
�� . H ow i s the h i gh \\·ay o r  hol i l l i. 'SS ( ' ; t  . ..; (  up by the Sai n ts? 
11 . \Vli< 1 t  a re the be l i evers in C l lr i> � c<.d J ,  cl to be? 

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION 
There is n o  more beau tifu l  n picture shone forth in the 

H o ly Scri p t u res than that of the 1\ i ng o f k i n �s and Lord o f lords 
with I- I i s  holy Bri d e .  the C h u rch of G od at  His s i d e .  Speaking 
of romance and love . t here i s  no .!!realer accou n t  ever tol d .  And 
th e  most won d e rfu l  t h i ng abou t it  i s  that every sou l of man has 
the invi tat ion given th rou.e;h th e Scriptures to b t �  a part o f  this 
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wonderful marriage. Christ gave H is l ife to purchase for 
Himsel f a Holy Bride. She is pure and holy, withou t spot or 
wrin k le or any blemish . She is in the eternal bloom of youth 
and beau ty of  heart and soul that is pleasing to her Husband.  
I t  means m u c h  for u s to  cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the f lesh and spirit .  perfecting hol iness in  the fear of God. 
(I I Cori n th i ans 7:  1 . ) I t  wil l  be worthwhile for us to deny selfand 
the tempta t j ons of the devil and be found of Him in peace, 
wi thou t sp ot and blameless i n  that day.  -Bro.  Leslie Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The news of J esu s birth was a wonderful  event in the 
course of h u man h istory . The Lord revealed to Isaiah many 
things concerning H is virgin b irth many years before i t  actu­
ally occu rred . These prophecies help  us to make no mistake 
concern i ng the Divine origin ,  purpose and identity of Jesus 
Christ .  Wi thou t them , people coul d  have been easi ly led astray 
by imposters who assu med a cloal< of rel igious importance. An 
example of t h i s  today wou l d  be when someone proclaims that . 
the world will end on a certa i n el ate and people become 
d ecei\.r<·d a n d  s t i rred up by their  procl am ation . However the 
tru e people of God a re n u l  con su m�d i:·y those deceptions 
because they know that J esu::, said . " . . .  for ye k now nei th er the 
dav n o r  t h e  hou r wherein t h e  Son of man cometh . "  Even the 
an:gcl told the s h eph l' rd s . "And t h i s  shall be a sign unto you ; 
Ye s h a l l  fi nd t h e  babe wrap ped i n  swaddl ing clothes . lying i n  
a man.u;e r . "  Lu ke 2 :  1 2 . The shepherds mad e  no mistake when 
thev fou n d  the Savior.  

� These tru ths anchor us when the enemy tries to confuse 
our  m i n d s  and d i s tort  the real meaning of God 's plan of 
sa lva t i on . Th a n k  the Lord lor  mak i n� t h ings plain and clear to 
I! is  peop l e .  Now for t h ose who ha\'c u l terior motives . the truth 
is  often obscu re . 'When Herod tried to find and kill Jesus at a 
later l i me he was unab l e to find H i m  and as a resul t  he had 
many ch i ld ren slai n .  but  God had warned J oseph to flee to 
Egypt . This warning protected Jesus from H erod 's evi l i n ten­
t i on s . .. . . .  i n  h i s  q u iver hath he hid me: "  lsaiah 4 9 : 2 .  

W h e n  a n  hones t soul  is  seeki ng lor t he S a v i o r .  t h e  Lord is 
fa i t h fu l  to .t?;u icl c t hem by His Spiri t . For th e G ospel day.  forseen 
by l s <li a h .  i s  st i l l  bci n.� preached and souls are still find ing and 
experiencing the wonderfu l  love , deliverance and care of 
C h ris t's salvat ion . -Bro. Wil lie E. Murphey 
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