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BIBLE LESSONS FOR THIRD QUARTER, 2010

THEME FOR THIRD QUARTER

We feel inspired of the Holy Spirit to bring forth a series of
lessons from the epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Ephesians.
We have been greatly blessed and edified by the rich truths
brought forth therein. We have divided this epistle into the
thirteen lessons of this quarter. We pray the Lord to make
these series of studies inspiring and a spiritual benefit to
everyone who takes part in them. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

I S )
JULY 4, 2010

THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS OF OUR
INHERITANCE IN CHRIST

Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will
of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful
in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace be Lo you, and peace, from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
~ -Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ:

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love:

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will,

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved.

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom
and prudence:

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself:

10 That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he
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might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him whoworketh all
things after the counsel of his own will:

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first
trusted in Christ.

MEMORY VERSE: For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The soul of man can obtain,
through the redemption of the blood of the Son of God, son-
ship with God and an eternal inheritance of spiritual life and
victory over sin and a hope of being accepted into eternal glory
with Him.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 1:1, “apostle”: A commissioned delegate or
messenger.

Verse 3. “Blessed”: Adorable and worthy of high honor
and worship. “spiritual blessings”: Eternal heavenly messages
of'life and hope. “heavenly places”: Heavenly values of eternal
worth.

Verse 4, “chosen”: Desired, selected and fully accepted.
“foundation of the world": The preplanning and purpose God
had in mind when He created the world. “holy”": Pure, blame-
less and wholly acceptable to God.

Verse 5. “predestinated”: Previously marked out and
planned. “adoption”: Being made sons and daughters.

Verse 6, The Greek says, “For the great recommendation
of the high honour of His favor, with which He favored us in the
orte who was beloved (Jesus Christ).” Matthew 3:17, 17:5.

Verse 7. “redemption through his blood": Deliverance and
salvation by means of the ransom price of the blood of Jesus.
“according”: In proportion and on the level with.

Verse 8, “abounded toward us”:Was more than enoughon
our behalf. “wisdom”: Possessing knowledge and the capacity
to make proper use of it. “prudence”: Cautious and careful
application of judgment.
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Verse 9, “mystery”: That which is hidden or kept in
silence.

Verse 10, “dispensation”: The administration and wise
management of a household or estate. The Greek word is
“oikonomia,” from which comes the English word “economy”
which is defined as wise and careful use of wealth, property,
resources, materials, etc. The same word is translated as
stewards and stewardship in other places. (Luke 16:1-13, |
Corinthians 4:1-2, and I Peter 4:10.) The whole Christian
functionin the hearts and lives of men is an economy that calls
for faithfulness and wise management and behavior. “fulness
of times”: The completeness of the season, which is the Gospel
day and its availability to mankind. “gather together in one":
Unite in perfect harmony and fellowship. “all things in Christ”:
Allpeople, all nations, all families in the salvation which Jesus
Christ has made available. .

Verse 11, “inheritance”: Portion or possession assigned or
bestowed. “purpose”: Design or plan.

Verse 12, “praise of his glory”: Fully and joyfully accepted
into His eternal glory. “first trusted”: Trusted in Christ and
obtained His salvation while yet in this present evil world.

LESSON BACKGROUND

“The Apostle Paul, who, by the will and goodness of the
eternal Father in Heaven, was apprehended and delivered
from the deception of satan by the Lord Jesus Christ, was the
author of this beloved epistle that we have before us in this
series of lessons. He wrote it to the Saints at Ephesus (rem
Rome and sent it by the hand of Tychicus, “a beloved brother
and faithful minister in the Lord.” Ephesians 6:21. He was
surely anointed of the Hcly Spirit to write such a wonderful
letter of encouragement and spiritual edification. And the
goodness of God has preserved this sacred writing down
through the years for our benefit and spiritual edification
today.

In our first lesson we have Paul's greeting and declaration
to the Saints of the wonderful blessings of God that He has
bestowed upon us in His Son, Jesus the Anointed of God.
These are spiritual eternal treasures of grace and strength to
overcome sin and theobtainingofthe hope of eternal life in the

———
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world to come. This is the economy of grace, the opportunity
for us Lo obtain something far better and more valuable than
all the fleeting vanities of this present world and (ar, far beyond
its fleeting worth. But Paul calls it “the mystery of his (God's)
will,” which is, as Christ putit, “hid from the wise and prudent
(of this world) and revealed unto babes.” (Luke 10:21.) Paul
declares that it was purposed and predestined before God
created the world. And what He purposed and planned He
brought to passin the fullness of time. There shines in the light
of Paul's expressions the gleam of eternal life and happiness
in the world to come. He, who at one time opposed and sought
to exterminate the cause of Christ. had become greatly per-
suaded that Jesus was the true Messiah Who had come, not
just tor the Jews, but for all nations of men on the face of the
earth. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What blessings has God made available for us in
Christ?

2. What does He want us to be before Him?

3. What things are mentioned in our lesson that we have
in Him?

4. What did God want to accomplish in this dispensation
of time?

5. What is the inheritance that we can obtain through
Christ?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

It is so wonderful to know that the Almighty God, the
Creator ol the heavens and the earth, had the wonderful plan
in His great mind that we find expressed in our lesson today!
We should be so thrilled in our hearts to think of His goodness
and the wonderful blessings that He planned for us. He
purposed it all with our welfare and happiness in mind. He
created the world and all things therein for our benefit. But,
much more than that, He has made it possible for us to
experience [ar greater blessings. He has eternal valuesthatHe
wants us to seek after. The earthly blessings oflife are sogood,
but the spiritual blessings in the heavenly realm are so much
greater in value. He wills that we be holy, pure, wise, prudent
and filled with hope and assurance of eternal blessings. We
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need the atonement of the precious blood He spilt on Calvary
for the forgiveness ol our sins. We need the blessings of His
Holy Spirit to live and reign in our hearts. We need hope ol a
better world than this fleeting earth to set our hearts upon.
This great salvation that Christ made available for us has all
of these wonderlul values. It is [or us to come to Him, obtain
His grace and salvation, and live for Him all our days.
—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The Saints of God have a great treasure store of spiritual
blessings that God showers upon their lives. Each day new
blessings flow [rom the hand of our Heavenly Father to
strengthen and encourage His laithlul children. When one is
heavy hearted and they come to the Lord in humility and
earnest prayer, lime and again they [eel the Spirit of God lift
them [rom the depths of their woe and give them comlort in
their trials. Often the darkness that hangs heavily belore a
Christian’s troubled mind is transformed into bright rays of
hope when their faith takes hold ol one of God's inlallible
promises. God has promised to be with us in the troubles of
today and He will deliver us and bring us to an expected end.

____That end.is only the beginning of a glorious inheritance that
lasts forever in the presence ol our Savior.

It is important for the child ol God to understand, count
and rejoice in the spiritual blessings bestowed upon them. A
verse found in Romans 14:17 is very relevant to our lesson,
“For the kingdom ol God is not meat and drink; but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Il we spend our
time only worrying about our “meat and drink,” we will not be
a light to the world, lor those things are only ol the world and
will soon perish. However, rightcousness, and peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost is a part of our eternal inheritance that we
find in Christ. When we shine the light ol these spiritual
blessings upon the sin-stained hearts of our [ellow man we
show them the beauty of Christ our blessed Redeemer. The
contrast between what they have in the form ol temporal
possessions and what they see ol the blessings enjoyed by a
Saint of God should prove without doubt that our spiritual
inheritance is lar superior to the corruptible treasures of this
world. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey
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JULY 11, 2010
GOD'S MIGHTY POWER WROUGHT IN CHRIST

Ephesians 1:13 (Christ) In whom ye also trusted, after
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the eamnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of
his glory.

15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers;

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him:

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;
thatye may know whatis the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power,

20 Which hewroughtin Christ, when he raised him from
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is Lo come;

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body. the fullness of him that filleth all
in all.

MEMORY VERSE: (Ye are) buried with him in baptism,
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
speration of God,whohathraised himfromthedead. Colossians
2:12.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: After we have fully trusted in
Jesus Christ forthesalvation of o1ir souls, wemustreceive the
Holy Spirit Who will put a seal a:d protective armor on us to
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keep us through this troublesome world as we partake of the
power and riches of our Savior Who is at the right hand of God
interceding on our behallf.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 1:13, “gospelofyour salvation”: The good news
and glad tidings of your deliverance from sin and eternal
destruction. “after that ye believed”: This shows that we need
something more than forgiveness and deliverance from sin.
We need the second work of grace, the infilling of the Holy
Spirit thatJesus promised to send to Hisdisciples after He had
gone back to Heaven. “sealed”: Made secure for safe keeping
and preservation in this corrupt and evil world in which we
live.

Verse 14, “earnest of our inheritance”: A pledge as a
security for what we will have in eternal glory. It is like a part
of the purchase money or property given in advance as
security for the rest which will come later. “until the redemp-
tion of the purchased possession”: Until the final resurrection
of our bodies. “unto the praise of his glory”: This points to the
assurance and great recommendation of our acceptance unto
eternal life.

Verse 15, “faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the
saints”: Both of these are vital and indispensable for success
and victory in the Christian life.

Verse 17, “Fatherof glory”: Our Heavenly Father Who has
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus. (I Peter 5:10.)
“the spirit of wisdom and revelation”: The opening up to our
understanding of the things that “eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man....But God
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit...” [ Corinthians. 2:9-
10 “inthe knowledge of him": In the true recognition of Christ’'s
personage and being.

Verse 18, “eyes of yourunderstanding”:Spiritual light and
comprehension.

Verse 20, “wrought”: The Greek word is “energized,” which
means worked or brought into action. “heavenly places”: The
eternal realm of Almighty God.

Verse 21, “principality”: Earthly rule and authority. “do-
minion”: Control and lordship.
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Verse 22, “under his feet”: Subject to His command and
will. “head over all things to the church”: Director and manager
to His people, the Church, just as the head is to the body.

Verse 23. “fullness”: The perfection, completenessof every
vital ingredient thatwe need to live, labor and succeed in doing
His will. “filleth all in all": His sufficient grace and power is to
fill everyone with everything we need for our spiritual welfare
and happiness.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our previous lesson Paul had just declared that in
Christwe have obtained an inheritance according towhat God
had purposed for us. He stated that we are tobe fully accepted
into glory who at the first, or in the beginning of our experi-
ence, trusted in Christ. Trusting in Christ, therelore, is only
the start. and we must go forward and progress to perfection
and completeness. In our first scripture of today's lesson we
see that receiving the Holy Spirit comes after being saved and
is part of the progress that we are to make in our Christian
profession. Every person who belicves and has passed from
spiritual death to life in Christ needs to go forward to perfec-
tion and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Paul states, in verse 14,
that the indwelling Holy Spirit is the earnest ol our cternal
inheritance. a pledge and an assurance of the redemption of
our mortal bodies unto immortality. And, after we have
received the Holy Spirit, we must progress and go forward to
the attaining of spiritual blessings that Christ has to share
with us from His position in power at the right hand of God in
the heavenly places.

Let us apply our hearts and seek God that our spiritual
eyes will be enlightened to the wonderful riches of Christ that
He wills to share with us. There is illumination, understand-
ing. power, victory, and overcoming strength for our souls
through communication and fellowship with Christ in His
exalted position at the right hand of God. We need to get it in
our hearts, our minds, our thoughts, our desires, our interests
and our concerns. We must apply our hearts to this wisdom
and prudence that Christ holds out for us to possess. He is our
head. and we are His members. We will seesomemore of these
wonderflul realities as we proceed in our studies in the lessons
ahead. Let us seek the Lord in prayer that we will be able to
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take it all in and have it work the holy will of God in our hearts
and lives. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What are we to seek for alter we have put our trust in
Christ? -

2. How does the Holy Spirit seal the soul of man?

3. What does God have that we need to see and know
about?

4. What did God accomplish when He raised Jesus from
the dead?

5. What is Jesus to us, and what are we to Jesus?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, and grew up to be the Savior of mankind from the
power of sin and death. He was obedient to God Almighty, His
Father, in submitting to the death of the cross as an atone-
ment for the sins of mankind. Hisdisciples dil not understand
what He was endeavoring to accomplish. They were sad and
disheartened at His horrible death on the cross. But, alter He
had risen from the grave and passed from their human sight,
itbegan todawn on them what was really coming to pass. And,
then, when the Holy Spirit filled their souls, it really began to
open up to them what the whole thing was about. They saw
Jesus as gone into Heaven with all power given to His control.
Through the indwelling Holy Spirit that Christ sent down to
His disciples they were directed and inspired to go forth and
accomplish the will of God for each one of their individual lives.
And it is the same today. Christ is still at the right hand of God
interceding for us, sending the Holy Spirit todwell within each
one of us and be our strength and guide in our individual
Christian life and work that He wants us to do. It is not us
doing it, but Christ working in and through us. In each heart
and mind the Spirit of God reveals and opensup theeyesofour
understanding concerning His will and workings. It is a
wonderful operation that God Almighty oversees and directs
as Christ moves and operates through the Holy Spirit in each
member of His body. Oh, what a blessing to be a part of this
great Cause! ) —Bro. Leslie Busbee
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Part of Paul's earnest prayer was that we would know what
was theexceeding greatness of God's power toward us who are
believers. That power, he said, was “according to,” or in the
same measure of, the power that energized the dead body of
Christ, raising Him out of t he grave! He wanted us to knowit,
Lo experience it.

Somehow, | can't reconcile the popular religious teach-
ing—that we must remain in our sins, more or less, even after
we become Christians—with this revealed will of God in our
behall. that the very resurrection power would work in our
lives. :

What could He not do in us? What habit could we not
overcome? What [oe need oppress us year after year? Why
could we not triumph over sin, with this power working in us?
What would prevent us from forgiving as He lorgave, loving as
He loved, enduring suflering as He endured? What disease
could He not heal. what obstacle could He not make us able
to surmount?

Do we need strength to serve impossible people, inimpos-
sible circumstances? Does the night loom dark and difficult
belore us who are sulfering sickness and pain? Arewein need
ol a special boost of energy for a daunting task ahead? The
resurrectlion “power-boost” is within us. We are able, because
HE is able. —Sis. Angela Gellenbeck

[ B =~ S
JULY 18, 2010

RAISED UP TO SIT TOGETHER IN HEAVENLY PLACES

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past yewalked according to the course
¢f this world. according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and ol the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others.

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, lor his great love
wherewith he loved us,
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5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved:)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus.

8 Forby graceareye saved through faith: and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 Forwearehis workmanship, created in ChristJesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.

MEMORY VERSE: For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Ephesians
2:8.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The Almighty God. through the
resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ, is abundantly able to
resurrect the souls of humanity who are spiritually dead,
because of sin and transgression, to be alive and lifted up
above this sinful world to a life of righteousness, fellowship,
and victory with Him now and in the eternal ages to come.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 2:1, “quickened”: Resurrected: made alive spiri-
tually. “dead”: Without spiritual life or fellowship with C~A.

Verse 2, “walked”: Behaved and followed after. “course of
this world”: What was followed alter by the present society of
humanity. “power of the air”: The ruling influence that con-
trolled people's lives, which was the devil, satan, the enemy of
God. “now worketh”: At the present time is dominating and
operating. “children of disobedience”: People living contrary to
God's holy Word.

Verse 3. “we all”: Everyone, both Jews and Gentiles; as it
says in Romans 3:22-23: “There is no dilference: for all have
sinned. and come short of the glory of God.” “conversation”:
Conduct and manner of life. “lusts”: Physical passions and
desires uncontrolled and not subject to the Spirit of God. “of
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the mind”: “The carnal (fleshly) mind which is enmity against
God.” "by nature”: According to the disposition and ruling
purpose. “children of wrath”: People ruled by violent passions
and uncontrollable anger.

Verse 4, “great love": Abundant care, concern and affec-
tion.

Verse 5, “together with Christ”: Raised up tolive alifeinfull
fellowship with the risen Savior.

Verse 6, “raised up"”: Elevated above the present currents
of sinfulness and wrong in the world. “made us sit together”:
Seated us in perfect harmony and loving fellowship. “heavenly
places”: The spiritual realm of communion with the Almighty
God and His Son, Jesus Christ, that we can experience and
enjoy right here in this present life.

Verse 7, “ages to come”: The eternal world of unending life
and happiness with Christ. “exceeding riches”: Those joyful
happy pleasures of being with Christ in eternal bliss far
beyond what we can now imagine. “his grace in his kindness
toward us”: His unmerited favor topped with His tender,
benelficial, and gracious good feelings toward us.

Verse 8, "notofyourselves”:Notbecause of any good about
us.

Verse 9, “not of works": Not because of anything we have
done in our own toil and efforts.

Verse 10, “his workmanship”: What God created, pro-
duced and made possible and attainable. “before ordained":
Fitted up and prepared in advance.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our previous lesson we had the declaration of the great
power that God exerted on our behalf when He raised up
Christ [rom the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the
heavens far above all power, might, dominion and every name
in this world and in that which is to come. Every one of us
needs to have this glorious truth revealed to our hearts and
minds. The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory
canand will (ifwe will earnestly seek for it) reveal all of this to
us. What our physical senses cannot discern, God reveals to
our inner man by His precious Holy Spirit. Oh, this is such a
wonderful blessing and experience!

(12)



In our lesson today we have declared what we can
experience by means of the work that God accomplished in His
Son, Jesus Christ. After referring to the dark past of the times
of our darkness and ignorance, Paul declares what the merci-
ful and gracious God hasaccomplishedin the hearts and lives
of those who partake of His wonderful grace. First we can be
quickened and made alive to fellowship with God and His Son.
This is the first resurrection, in which the soul reigns united
with Chrisl. Being raised from the dead stale of sin, we are
raised up in holy fellowship with one another to a spiritual
realm as the true Church of God, which is later declared {o be
the Bride of Christ. We enjoy communion with our beloved
Lord and Savior every day of our life’s sojourn. As we sing, pray
and give attention to the Word of God we can experience God's
workmanship, working in us “...both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13 Oh, what a wonderful expe-
rience that we can be partakers of!

Then in verse 7 we have the beautiful future portrayed
that every true child of God can rejoice in. We have this holy
fellowship with Christ now in the Spirit, but “in the ages to
come” He will continue to unveil more of the “exceeding riches
of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”
This blessed hope is a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul,
entering into that “within the veil,” that is, beyond this earthly
realm into that heavenly eternal world that Christ, our “fore-
runner” has entered for us. Hebrews 6:19-20.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. Whalt takes place in a person who is quickened in
Christ?

2. What kind of life does a person live who is not thus
quickened?

3. What are all who are in Christ raised up Lo enjoy?

4. Whalt are we looking forward to in our fcllowship with
Him?

5. In what way are we the workmanship of God?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

God's great love and kindness has been wonderfully
manifested to us poor and needy mortals of the dust. We were
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lost, without hope, and in the prison house of sin and
transgression. But, through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we have been made alive
and raised up to sit together in heavenly places with Him.
Through the sweet influences and guidance of His Holy Spirit
we have been re-created to a holy state of righteousness and
alife of well being in fellowship with our Creator. Thedark past
of sin and shame is left behind and we are filled with joy and
bright anticipation of future happiness and pleasures in the
new heaven and earth that we will share together with our
precious Redeemer forevermore. How glad and thankful we
are for what our Heavenly Father has made available for us to
have and enjoy! Our earthly sojourn is attended with many
dilficult and unpleasant burdens of distressful experiences.
Our bodies wear down through the years, and afflictions and
inlirmities develop as we gel older. But we lift our eyes with a
steadfast hope to the bright future shining before us. Soon
death will come and take us out of this troublesome life. As the
poor beggar Lazarus was taken by the angels to Abraham'’s
bosom tobe comlorted, and as*“...blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord...that they may rest from their labours...”
Revelation 14:13, so we can look forward to our future
transport from this troublesome earthly pilgrimage to eternal
dwellings in that bright world to come! Heaven and earth will
pass away but the Word of God on which webase our hope will
never pass away! Praise God forever!

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

In Hebrews 10:24, 25 it says, "And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and togood works: not [orsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is: but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching.”

There is something special about being with the Saints of
God. We love o sing together, pray together, and worship
together in the oneness of the Holy Spiril. Bul what is even
more special than this is when the Holy Spirit speaks through
His ministry and we hear the Words: of the Lord: comforting us,
challenging us. and witnessing L¢ us. It is indced a time of

(1)



sitting together in heavenly places in ChristJesus. Our hearts
rejoice in this taste of Heaven.

But this is not all. Just think of what awaits us over there.
Let your heart and mind transcend to that eternal place of
never ending joy and happiness—Heaven. Heaven is a place
where ALL of the Saints will be together forever. We can all sing
together. We will all worship and praise the Lord Jesus Christ
together. We will be with Jesus for all of eternity. What a
wonderful place to be!

While we are still in this (leshly realm, these heavenly
places are a refreshment to our spirit and a renewing of our
hope in the Lord. “You don't have to wait till you get to Heaven
to be happy . . .there’s a little bit of Heaven on this side.”

—Sis. LaDawna Adanis

[ B =)

JULY 25, 2010
THE JEW AND THE GENTILE UNITED IN CHRIST

Ephesians 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in
time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision
by that which is called Circumcision in the flesh made by
hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the
world.

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

15 Havingabolishedin his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace:

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were aflar
off, and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father.
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19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreign-
ers, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household
of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himsell being the chiefl corner stone:

21 Inwhom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord:

22 Inwhomyealsoarebuilded together for an habitation
of God through the Spirit.

MEMORY VERSE: For there is no difference between the
Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all
that call upon him. Romans 10:12.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The Almighty God manifested His
power and goodness through the descendants of Abraham,
His friend: but in His Son, Jesus Christ, He made His power
and goodness available to all the nations of the world so that
whosoever will can be a part of Hisone holy nation both in this
time world and throughout all eternity.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 2:11, “Gentiles inthe flesh”: All earthly nations,
tongues and peoples.

Verse 12, “without Christ": Separated from Jesus the
Savior. “aliens”: Foreigners and non-partakers. “common-
wealth”: Citizenship and community. “covenants of promise"”:
The promises given to Abraham and his descendants, the
nation of Israel. “nohope”: Nothing to look forward to after this
short earthly life.

Verse 13. “far off": At a distance, excluded. “made nigh”:
Brought up close and given an invitation to be a partaker of.

Verse 14, “ourpeace”: The means of bringing bothJew and
Gentile together in brotherly love, peace and harmony with
one another. “made both one’: United us all in one nation.
“middle wall of partition”: The barrier of resentment and
prejudice.

Verse 15, “abolished in his flesh": By Christ's suffering of
death on the cross, the Mosaic law was fulfilled and the door
of hope was opened unto all nations. “of twain”: Of two
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different nations. “one new man": One body of people from all
nations united in heart, soul and mind.

Verse 16, “reconcile”: Completely bring back together in
love and harmony. “by the cross”: Because the cross signified
death to carnality and sin and an end to the passions of sell
and pride, it became the gateway for all mankind to enter in
to be united in brotherly love. “having slain the enmity”: The
hostility and opposition that separated one nation from an-
other was pul to death, making it possible for men to be one
happy lamily.

Verse 18, “access by one Spirit”: Admission and a wide
open door by the indwelling Holy Spirit bestowed upon the
souls of men through Christ Jesus. “unto the Father”: For
whosoever will to become children of the same wonderful God.

Verse 19, “household of God": The closely united lamily of
born-again children of the Eternal Heavenly Father.

Verse 20, “foundation of the apostles and prophets”: This
foundation is the prophecies and promises spoken by the
prophets of old and preached by the apostles of Christ as the
Gospel for all the world. “cornerstone”: The stone on the corner
of the foundation that all the building lines up with.

Verse 21, “fitly framed together”: Compactly organized
and closely jointed to one another. “groweth”: Develops and
enlargesintogreater and more wonderful strength and beauty.

Verse 22, “habitation of God": A spiritual nation that God
can live in and work through.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our lesson today we have portrayed the beauliful
reconciliation that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has
brought about between the nation ofIsrael and all the nations
of the world. The Jew and the nation of Israel are no longer
separated in the eyes of God. God worked through the nation
of Israel through the years to manifest His power and glory in
the eyes of the world. It was His way ol bringing about His
salvation that would be preached to all the world in the
fullness of time. It is as our Memory Verse declares: “There is
no dilference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.” Romans
10:12.
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Ephesus was a city in Asia Minor and the people there
were foreigners to the Jews. It took some time for the apostles
of Christ to be made aware that the Savior died, not only for
the Jews, but for all nations of men. They were so filled with
the idea that the Jews were God's special treasure, and that
communion with other nations was contrary to God's plan.
But, alter Peter's experience with the people at the house of
Cornelius, as recorded in Acts 10 where the Holy Spirit fell
upon the Gentiles, they began to realize that this Gospel was
for all nations.

Our lesson shows that the barrier between the Jews and
the Gentiles hasbeendestroyed and God opensHis arms to all
nationalities and tongues and people who are willing to take
up their cross and follow the Lord Jesus. There is still the belief
in many that the Jews are yet the chosen people of God, and
they also believe that Jesus Christ will come one day and set
up His throne and kingdom in literal Jerusalem and reign as
King over all the earth from the land of Israel again. But this
doctrine is false and can be proven false by the proper

application of the Holy Scriptures. —Bro. Leslie Busbee
QUESTIONS:

1. To whom is the salvation of Jesus Christ offered to
tcday?

2. Why were the Jews so hard against other nations?

3. What broke down and killed the enmity be tween them?

4. Is the literal nation of Israel still God's own special
people?

5. What kind of a building is God's church pictured to be?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Matthew 28:18-20 quotes Jesus as saying to His dis-
ciples. before taking His leave of them afler His resurrection:
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therelore and teach all nations,....teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded you.” Mark 16:15, “Go
yeinto all the world. and preach the gospel to every creature.”
Luke 24:49, after saying in verse 47 “that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations,” states that Christ said, “Behold, | send the promise
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of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power [rom on high.” And Luke in Acts
1:8 quotes Jesus as saying, “Ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” So we see two things
in these scriptures. 1. Christ emphasizes that His message of
salvation was meant for all the peoples of the world. 2. The
Holy Spirit was the guiding power that His disciples must have
to accomplish this great work. And it is the same today. Some
think we need to go. go, go, because Jesus said, “Go," so let’s
go! But there is also the need to have the Spirit of God as our
Guide and Help. This inspiration and anointing of the Holy
Spirit was the means of success and victory for the apostles
and the early Morning Church. It is still what we need to carry
out the work of the Gospel of the truth of salvation today.
—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Several years ago, while living at Guthrie, I was walking
thru the neighborhood handing out tracts and inviting people
to services. Toward evening, I saw an older couple sitting out
on the front porch. so I stopped to visit and give them a tract.
The old man asked where I attended services. I told him. Then
hesaid, "Oh, you go to the Holstein church.” T had never heard
the Saints being referred to as ‘Holstein church, sol enquired.
He said that was the only church in town that blacks and
whiles attended together during the segregation. I felt that
testimony was a good witness for the Saints.

I heard a story, whether true or not I don’t know, that
illustrates a point. There was a black brother seeking atten-
dance at a certain congregation. The pastor put him off by
telling him he needed to pray about it. The brother prayed
about it, got an answer and later was able to share it with the
pastor. The Lord had told the black brother—"I've been trying
to get into that church for years, what makes you think you
can get in?”

Prejudice bars the door of the heart [rom the Lord coming
in. On the contrary. how many testimonies have we heard of
those that found genuine salvation and arose from the altar
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with a love [or everybody. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body. whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or [ree: and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

—Bro. Bob Wilson
<<
AUGUST 1, 2010

THE MYSTERY OF GOD'S ETERNAL PLAN REVEALED

Ephesians 3:1 For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ lor you Gentiles,

2 Il'ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God
which is given me to you-ward:

3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery; (as I wrole afore in few words,

4 Whereby, whenyeread, ye may understand my knowl-
cdge in the mystery of Christ)

5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons
of men. as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit;

6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the
same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the
gospel:

7 Whereol I was made a minister, according to the gift of
the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his
power.

& Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given. that I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ:

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery. which from the beginning of the world hath been hid
in God. who created all things by Jesus Christ:

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manilold wisdom of God,

11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord:

12 In whom we have boldness and access with confi-
dence by the faith of him.

MEMORY VERSE: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
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God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God. I Corinthians 2:9-10.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: What God accomplished in send-
ing His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to redeem mankind
from sin unto righteousness, was the fulfillment of the pur-
pose and plan God had in mind before He created the heavens
and the earth.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 3:2, “dispensation”: Stewardship. As we had in
Ephesians 1:10, the Greek word is “oikonomia,” which is the
basis for our English term “economy.” It indicates a bestowal
of riches and treasures from God that we are responsible to
use and work with for the benefit and welfare of others. “lo you-
ward”: Toward you, or for your behalf and welfare.

Verse 3. “by revelation”: Through the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit opening up toone’s understanding. “mystery”: The
truths of the working and purposes of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that are hidden from the natural man.

Verse 4, “understand my knowledge”: To truly see and
comprehend the spiritual things that had been revealed to
Paul concerning the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Verse 5, “in other ages”: In times past. “was not made
known”: Kept back and hidden from people’s minds and
understanding. “now revealed by the Spirit”: Opened up and
made known through the inspiration of the Spirit that God
gave through the ministry of Jesus Christ.

Verse 6, “Gentiles": Other nations besides the Jews.
“fellow-heirs”: Sharing the grace of God in Christ with the
Jews,

Verse 7, “effectual working”: The eflicient, energetic op-
eration.

Verse 8. “less than the least”: Far less worthy than
everyone else. “unsearchable”: Untraceable: beyond man’s
comprehension. As Paul said in Romans 11:33, “O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past [inding
out!”

Verse 9, “make allmen see”: Bring to light that all might
have an opportunity to behold. “the fellowship of the mystery”:
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The mutual participation in the spiritual eternal things of God
revealed in Christ. “hid in God”: Kept secret in God, withheld
from man until the fullness of time.

Verse 10, “unto the principalities and powers in the heav-
enly places”: Who are these principalities and powers in the
heavenly places? There have been various views taken con-
cerning what Paul is speaking of here. He said in the preceding
verse that all men were to be given a chance to see the
fellowship of the mystery of Christ, and now he says, “to the
intent” that "by the church the manifold wisdom of God" might
be known unto these “principalities and powers.” It may be
referring to heavenly beings. God knows what it is all about.
We must leave what we do not understand to Him, and be
diligent ourselves to be true and faithful to Him.

Verse 11, “according”: In fulfillment of. “the etemal pur-
pose”: What God planned belore the world was created.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our previous lesson from chapter 2 of Paul's epistle to
the Ephesians he spoke quite at large concerning the bringing
in of the Gentiles into the fellowship and plan of salvation
through Jesus Christ the Son of God. The people of Israel had
the feeling about themselves that they were the nation that the
Almighty God owned and especially [avored. And God did work
for them and through them in wonderful ways. But what they
failed to understand was that God showed His power and
goodness for them as an advertisement to the world of His
wonderful blessings: and that in the comingof His Soninto the
world the way was to be made that all other nations could be
partakers of those blessings. It was a mystery that Israel and
its leaders were totally in ignorance about. Even the followers
of Jesus did not comprehend it until the Holy Spirit made it
known to them. Paul himself had been ignorant of it, but the
Lord made him know that his ministry was tobedirected to the
Gentiles, the other nations of the world.

There seems to be something else revealed by the Holy
Spirit to Paul, and in our lesson he seems to be seeking to
convey this to the church. And that was that this bringing in
oi the Gentiles to be a partaker of the promise in Christby the
Gospel was the grand fulfillment of God's plan that He had in
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mind [rom the beginning. And, perhaps, it was that through
the New Testament Church (made up of peoples from ail
nations) God was making known to the angels in Heaven and
their host an exposition of the various aspects of His wisdom
and power.Petersaid, in I Peter 1:12, that the things which the
prophets had prophesied and testified beforehand were to be
for the New Testament church, saying, “...Unto us they did
minister the things, which are now reported untoyouby them
that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven: which things the angels desire io loolc
into.” That may be why Paul said in verse 10 of our lesson that
unto the powers in the heavenly places might be known,
through the church. the manifold wisdom of God. Could this
be the [ulfillment of the eternal purpose which He purposed in
ChristJesus our Lord? If so, as theangels behold it in wonder,
so can we behold the wonderful workings of our great and
wonderlul God! May each one have an open mind to ponder
and search out more and clearer knowledge of this.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. Why is the grace of God considered a stewardship or
economy?

2. What was Paul's burden concerning the Gentiles?

3. Why did God work so wonderfully with the Jews?

4. What did God want all men to see in it all?

5. How is the mystery of God and Christ made known to
man?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

God works in mysterious ways, and His ways are past
finding out. But by the inspiration and illumination of the
indwelling Spirit of Christ, we can be enlightened and in-
formed ol His gracious and mysterious ways. We must not be
overconfident in ourselves. Paul said in | Corinthians 8:2, “If
anyman think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing
yet as he ought to know.” We must have an humble mind and
attitude. fceling our inability and need of God's enlightment
and inspiration. We must continue to seek the Lord for His
guidance and wisdom. And let us remember that we will never
“know it all.” There will always be deficiencies in our knowl-
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edge that we need to improve and grow on. This is what is so
challenging and yet a real blessing. When we think we know
it all, we deceive ourselves, not being open for more and better
knowledge and understanding. May God help us.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The mystery of Christ began unfolding in the creation of
the world. When sin entered the world through the fall of Adam
and Eve, it is Christ Who was the seed promised to bruise the
head of satan. The spiritual Rock that the children of Israel
drank of in the wilderness was Christ. The dream that King
Nebuchadnezzar had of the stone that came out of the
mountain and destroyed the image with the head of gold was
Christ. Throughout the ages, the mystery of Christ has been
revealed to man in a way that brings salvation and deliver-
ance. There is still more of this mystery yet to be revealed, for
at the end of the world He is coming back to claim His glorious
bride and to judge the quick and the dead.

Notice the thrust of Paul’'s words, “...the dispensation of
the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:" “Whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand...” While this message was
written to the Ephesians and for the Gentiles, it is also for us.
In the ninth verse he says, “And to make all men see what is
the fellowship of the mystery...." It is with a grateful heart that
we understand that the mystery of the plan of salvation is for
all mankind, and we rejoice that the Holy Spirit has revealed
a portion of this mystery to us.

The glory and mystery of the Gospel has been compared
to a gem that refracts the light, as you turn it you are able to
see there is still more beauty. May this mystery ever be alive
in our hearts and never stagnate into a form of religion that
obscures the vibrant energy and love of our precious Savior.

—Bro. Willie E. Murphey

Q<=8 @
AUGUST 8, 2010
POSSESSING AND ENJOYING CHRIST TO THE FULL

Ephesians 3:13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my
tribulations for you, which is your glory.
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14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, .

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named,

16 That he would grant you, accordingto the riches of his
glory. to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man:

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; thatye,
being rooted and grounded in love,

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth. and height:

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl-
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages. world without end. Amen.

Ephesians 4:1 I therefore. the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called,

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love;

3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.

MEMORY VERSEx Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts. to the which ye are called in one body: and be ye
thankful. Colossians 3:15.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The great Almighty God has given
all of us an invitation to experience in this life the most
wonderlul and completely satisfying relation of loving fellow-
ship and blessings with Him and His beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. that goes far beyond everything else on earth.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 3:13. “faint not": Be not down hearted or
discouraged. “at my tribulations for you”: Because of what [
suller on your behalf. “your glory”: For your eternal benelit.

Verse 14, "bow my lknees”: Submit and humble my heart
in prayer.
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Verse 15. “whole family”: The entire host ol redeemed
souls of mankind recorded in Heaven. “is named"”: Entitled Lo
be identified as true children of.

Verse 16. “strengthenecd with might”: Given power to
accomplish and perform.

Verse 17. “dwell”: Live, work and move continually. "by
Jaith”: Through one's own personal and unfailing beliel and
persuasion. “reoled and grouncled in love”: Fully established
by experiencing the great love of God.

Verse 18, “able to comprehend”: Strengthened o under-
stand and [ully possess [ull light and knowledge of. "what is
the breacdth, and length, and depth, and height”: The measure-
ments of the lull capacity of. It has been expressed that John
3:16 contains these lour measurements ol the love ol God.
“For God so loved the world, (the breadth, taking in every
creature of mankind irt the entire world and all ages ol time)
that IHe gave His only be:gotten Son, (the height, Christ coming
from the heights of eternity down (o this world) that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish. (depth. reaching down (o
the lowest ol the depths of the degradation and wickedness of
mankind). but have everlasting life. (length. reaching and
ceontinuing lor the age:s of Lhe ages).”

Verse 19. “to knoww™: To really have a hearl experience of.
“passeth cnowledge”: Goes beyond what mortals can compre-
hend. “filled”: Furnished and supplied to perfection. “fudl-
ness”: Complete satisfaction.

Veise 20, “according”: Along and in harmony with.

Ephesians 4:1, “beseech”: Lovingly entreat, invite, im-
plere and encourage. “wallc worthy”: Conduct and behave
one's self in an appropriale manner. “vocation”: Calling or
invitation.

Verse 2, “meekness”: Gentleness; mildness of temper and
action. “forbearing”: Putlling up with; reaching out with love
that i Peter 4:8 sayss. “covers a multitude of sins.”

Verse 3. “enclecworing”: Making prompt and earnest el-
lort. “leeep” Preserve and hold fast. "bond of peace”: The
uniting principle of a peacelul attitude toward others.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In ouilesson Loday we have vividly expressed the Apostle
Paul's intense bur«len and desire [or the Ephesian Saints he
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was writing to. And what he was earnestly desiring for the
brethren back there to have is surely the great blessing that
we should desire today. He had spoken in the first part of this
third chapter of the ministry that God had given him of
preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ to the Ephesians
and to other nations of the Gentiles. He wanted them and all
men Lo partake of the wonderful spiritual blessings that are in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Then he listed them, and as we
consider these things that he here names out, our hearts are
overwhelmed with joy and gladness and we honor and offer
praise and thanksgiving to God for the wonder(ul privilege of
experiencing them ourselves.

The first thing he mentioned of the riches of Christ’s glory
is “to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man.” Is there any greater treasure or joy that a human being
can experience and possess than to have the very Spirit of the
Almighty God to be united with his or her innermost being?
When you get to weighing this glorious blessing it overwhelms
you! It is worth more than all of this world and ten millions of
the same. By this we have Christ dwelling in our hearts by
steadlast aith and assurance and unbounding joy! And thus
wearerooted and grounded in divine love, with a strength that
will enable us to overcome all the opposing powers of satan.
And that is not all. We are able to [ully possess light and
knowledge ol the [our-square dimensions of the whole won-
derful treasure-house of spiritual reality and blessings. Thus
we can be “lilled with all the fulness of God™! And this is not
fleeting earthly substance, but eternal, never failing. inex-
haustible, and sweetly enjoyable blessings that we can have
right here in this present world.

Then Paul, in chapter 4, earnestly entreats us to walk and
live in an appropriate manner to this wonderful blessing.
Notice what he says we are to do it with. This lowly, meek,
longsullering, and lorbearing attitude and disposition ol heart
corresponds with the Spirit that Christ possessed and mani-
fested. And this will enable us as His Church to be kept in
unity and one accord right here in this present world of turmoil
and sorrow. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What can we experience with God's Spirit in our inner
man?
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2. Whalt are we to be rooted and grounded in?

3. What does God want us to comprehend with all Saints?
4. What does God want us to be filled with?

5. How can we walk worthy of this high and holy calling?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

There is no earthly treasure, and there is no earthly
pleasure that is worthy to be compared with the joyful reality
of the eternal God and our heavenly Father's sweet presence
in one's heart and life. To have communion with Him and have
access to His unfailing help and blessing twenty-four hours a
day every day throughout the year is the richest treasure any
person can have. Its enjoyable blessing makes this (leeting
world and what it olfers look sick and so empty! Oh, how sad
that the majority ol men and women are carried away with the
lusts of the [lesh, wealth, pleasure, entertainment, and “what-
have-you,” and are totally ignorant of the true riches of faith,
loveandhopethatare found in ChristJesusour Lord! We pray
for the unsaved with a heavy heart that somehow God's Holy
Spirit will strive with them, bring them under heavy convic-
tion, and make them aware of their need of Him! Oh, that their
darkened souls can be awakened to the vanity and emptiness
of their pursuits for pleasure and gain of this [leeting world! It
is sad that thisdarknessis keeping many [romseeing the light!
The things of the world are so attractive Lo the physical senses
that men are not aware of the reality of things that are unseen
and eternal. But there are those [ew sincere and earnest
people who have turned [rom these earthly vanities, and have
found the reality of the love and goodness of the Almighty God
and His beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ! Thank God that
we can be in that holy remnant of the faithful!

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

As | meditate on these Scriptures, a picture begins to form
in my mind of a beautiful tree, stately, strong and full of [ruit.
David saw it as he described the blessed man in Psalm 1:3.
“And he shall be like a tree planted by therivers of water, that
hringeth [orth his [ruit in his season; his leal also shall not
wither: and whatsocver he doeth shall prosper.”
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He spoke of it again in Psalm 92. “The righteous shall
flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in
Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house ol the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring lorth
fruit in old age: they shall be lat and flourishing....” Psalm
92:12-14.

Isaiah saw it as he described the elfects of Christ’s Gospel
in [saiah 61:3. "...that they might be called trees of righieous-
ness. the planting ol the Lord, that he might be glorifiecd.”

Jeremiah saw it: "Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whosc hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree
planted by the walters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the
river, and shall not sec when heat cometh, but her leal shall
be green: and shall not be carclul in the year ol drought,
neither shall cease from yielding [ruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8.

Ezckiel and John saw it when God showed them visions
of the river ol God. (Ezckiel <47:12 and Revelation 22:2.)

Reader. is your life like that beautilul tree? Have you been
strengthened and rooted to experience the depth, breadth,
length and height ol Christ's love? Are you bringing lorth the
pleasant [ruits ol meckness. lorbcarance and humility? Does
healing and restoration come [rom your life?

—Sis. Angela Gellenbeck

Q. ==
AUGUST 15, 2010
A UNITED BODY WITH DIFFERENT MEMBERS

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling;

5 One Lord. one laith, one baptism,

6 One God and Father ol all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.

7 Butuntoeveryone ol usis given grace accordir:g Lo the
measure ol the gilt of Christ.

8 Wherdore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he
led captivily captive, and gave gilts unto men.

9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended first into the lower parts ol the earth?

10 He that descended is the same also thatl ascended up
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)
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11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
soine, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers:

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry. for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:

14 Thatwehencelorth benomorechildren, tossed toand
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him
in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body [itly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

MEMORY VERSE: For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body. whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or [ree: and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
I Corinthians 12:13.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus Christ and His Church are
likened unto the human body, with Christ as the Head and the
various members of His church like the members of the body,
each one having a different function, but all working together
for the good of the body. the Church, and its function in the
earth.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 4:4, “one body”: A single sound, whole and
complete organization. “one hope of your calling”: A one and
only looked for, everlasting prize in eternal glory promised in
our invitation to salvation.

Verse 7. “measure”: What Jesus Christ has accounted
each member of His Church to be entrusted with to faith(ully
fulfill.

Verse 8, “led captivity captive”: Jesus our Saviour cap-
tured. subdued and deleated th~ power of satan that had all
humanity in the prison house of sin. “gave gifts unto men":
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Endued men and women who believed in Him with varicus
gifts of operation and function.

Verse 9, “what s it but that he also descended first”: Christ
ascended up to the right hand of God, but it would have been
no value or help to us if He had not first come down from
Heaven. “into the lower parts of the earth”: Down to the depths
of suffering, humiliation and death of the cross.

Verse 10, “fill all things”": Administer and furnish direc-
tion, guidance and strength to enable each member to per-
form. This is what Christ is doing at the right hand ol God. He
is there interceding for us and directing and inspiring tiarcugh
the Holy Spirit each one of us in the work He has for us.

Verse 11, “gave some”: Bestowed upon the various mem-
bersofl His body, the Church. “apostles”: Delegates, amibassa-
dors, commissioners and messengers of the Gospei with
miraculous powers. “prophets”: Inspired speakers or foretell-
ers of future events and things to come. “evangelists”: Those
who herald, preach and announce the good news of salvation
through Christ. “pastors”: Shepherds; those who feed and
nourish the souls of men by the Word of God. “teachers”:
Instructors and counselors.

Verse 12, “perfecting”: Furnishing help for all to have
complete spiritual victory and success. “worl of the ministiry":
Operation and function of the service rendered by each
member. “edifying of the body”: The building together and
direction given for progress to all the members of the church.

Verse 13, "Till we all come”: All of these gifts given by
Christ through the Holy Spirit are to help bring every member
of His body to spiritual fullness that He is pleased with. “in the
unity of the faith": To the unity and oneness that glorifies and
pleases God. “perject man”: full grown and developed Chris-
tian. “stature”: Maturity and completeness.

Verse 14, “nomore children”: No longer infants and babes.
“sleight of men": Deceitful maneuvering of false teachers.
“wind of doctrine”: Influence and pressure of [alse teachings.

Verse 15. “grow up into him": Progress and go forward to
attain to maturity in Christ. “the head": Leader and principle
means of life, organization, instruction, guidance and preser-
vation. “even Christ": This is what Jesus Christ, at the right
hand of God working through the Holy Spirit, is to His Church.
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Verse 16, We would like to quote this [rom the Greek
Interlinear Translation: "Of whom all the body being [itted
together and brought together through every bond of assis-
tance, according to the working in the measure ol each one's
part. producing the growth of the body. to the building up of
itself in love.”

I Corinthians 12:13. “baptized”: United by being all sub-
merged in ChristJesus. “drinkinto”:Be apartakertogetherof.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Alter the vivid and clear shining declarations of what God
in His Son Jesus Christ has made available for us in chapter
3 of our studies in Ephesians, Paul entreats us in chapler 4 to
walk worthy of this great plan of God with all lowliness,
meekness and longsuffering, earnestly striving to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. And now in today's
lesson Paul brings out God's plan for the [unction ol His
Church as a living organism f[or the operation and success of
His Gospel belore the world. Note the “oneness” expressed:
“one body. Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism, and one God and
Father of all.” This is the Almighty’s design for His Church, to
be the chosen Bride of His Son.

But then Paul brings up another aspect of God's plan. He
is saying that it is all one, but everyone has a measure of
Christ's gift. that is, an individual part and function that is
dilferent [rom others, but designed to work in one accord with
everyone else in the body. He quotes [rom Psalm 68:18, a
prophecy of Christ ascending on high alter leading captivity
captive for the salvation of the soul, and His giving gifts to men.
And Paul gives a list of the various gilts and [unctions given to
the Church. And he shows how that it is all for the edification
and benefit of all the members. He shows the need of progress-
ing fromchildhood stage to fullgrownadulthood. Our Memory
Verse is [rom Paul’s wrilings to the Church at Corinth in which
he goes into much delail concerning the various gifts God gave
to the Church. This is wonder(ul truth, worthy of our whole-
hearted considcration. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. What are the various important things noted as being
“one"?
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2. What are the different gifts and functions given to the
Church?

3. What is the intended purpose of these various gifts?

4. Why is it so needful to attain to full growth status?

5. Why is the body of Christ much like the human body?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Lel us notice some of Paul's sayings from I Corinthians
12:4, "There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spiril. Verse
7. The manilestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. Verse 12, For as the body is one, and hath many
members,...so also is Christ. Verse 18, Now hath God set the
members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
Verse 24. ...God hath tempered the body together, ... Verse 25,
That there should be no schism in the body: but that the
members should have the same care one for another. Verse
27. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular
(part of the whole): Verse 28, ...apostles, prophets, teachers,
miracles, gilts of healings. helps. governments, diversities of
tongues. Verse 29, Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers?” The answer is obvious. No! —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

When we think of our physical bodies, we can truly say
that we are 'fearfully and wonderfully made.’ Just think of the
bone structure, the skin. the internal organs, the heart, the
brain, the lungs. Each part has a significant function. Each
member is a part of the whole body. How well would a body
function without a heart or lungs? Yet, these are vital organs,
although they are unseen. It was a perfect design by the great
Creator.

This. then, can adequately describe the Church of God.
There are many members and each one of us is a part. There
are many outward functions in the Church of God that are
seen: paslors, evangelists, apostles, teachers. etc. But let us
not forget the many inward responsibilities that may never be
seen but are a true functioning part of the Church of God.
There are many. many Saints who are faithful in the behind-
the-scenes activilies—responsibilities that are so very neces-
sary, yet unseen. Each member is a part of the body.
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Let us each one have such a love for the Lord and the
Church of God that we are willing to do whatever He places in
our hands to do, whether it be the hidden responsibility or the
onethatisseen. “Butnow hath God setthememberseveryone
ofthemin thebody, asithath pleased him."” sothat weare “fitly
joined together.” We do not choose what capacity the Lord
wants us 1o serve in. Rather, He chooses us. Interestingly
enough, the capacity that you may feel confident and most
able to do may not be the part that the Lord wants you doing
atall. Thosedesiring toremain hidden fromview, the Lord may
call in an outward responsibility. Our duty is to be ready and
willing for His service in whatever capacity He chooses.
“Whether much I may do in His vineyard, or small be the place
that I fill.”

What part are you? —Sis. LaDawna Adams

AL <=
AUGUST 22, 2010
OFF WITH THE OLD MAN, ON WITH THE NEW

Ephesians 4:17 This | say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, thatye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind,

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them,
because of the blindness of their heart:

19 Who being past [eeling have given themselves over
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

20 But ye have not so learned Christ;

21 Ifsobethatyehave heard him, and have been taught
by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts:;

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind:

24 And that ye put on the new man, which alter God is
created in righteousness and true holiness.

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

26 Beyeangry, andsin not: let not the sun godown upon
your wrath:

27 Neither give place to the devil.
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28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him
labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that
he may have to give to him that needeth.

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that whichis good tothe use of edifying, thatitmay
minister grace unto the hearers.

MEMORY VERSE: Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of
him that created him. Colossians 3:9-10.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: To be a true follower of Christ and
partakeofl His benefits we must forsake the old ways of sin and
evil and be made new creatures of purity and holiness, well
pleasing unto God.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 4:17, "vanity of their mind”: Worthless thoughts
and desires of no value.

Verse 18, “alienated”: Made foreign and contrary. “igno-
rance”: Being totally in the dark and having no knowledge of.
“hardness”: Without feeling; not sensitive to what pleases
God.

Verse 19. “being past feeling”: Having rejected all care and
concern for what is right and good. “lasciviousness”: Indul-
gence in fleshly desires with no discipline or control. “unclean-
ness”: Impurity of heart and mind. “greeciness”: Covetous-
ness: the love of financial gain.

Verse 20. “not solearned Christ":Did notlearn from Christ
such unholy ways.

Verse 22, "put off": Wholly and completely depart from.
“conversation”: Behavior. “old man”: The previous sinful and
ungodly nature. “corrupt”:Defliled, polluted and bad. “deceitful
lusts”: Passions and desires followed while deceived by satan.

Verse 23, "renewed”: Renovated, reformed and changed.
“spirit of your mind”: The attitude and disposition of your
thoughts and feelings.

Verse 24, “put on”: Apply one’s sell in conformity to. “new
man”: A fresh and newly made alive person in heart and mind.
“created”: Fashioned and formed and made to be. “true
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holiness™: The sacred and pure way of lile that is according to
God's truth.

Verse 25, “members one of another”: Associated members
of the same organized body who are in touch with and in (ull
fellowship with each other.

Verse 26, “Be ye angry”: Be fervently displeased with sin
and wrong. “and sinnol”: Do not allow your anger to cause you
to violate the spirit oflove and mercy. “let not the sun godown”:
Do nothing in your indignation against wrong that would be
displeasing to God and grieve His Holy Spirit.

Verse 27, “Neither give place to the devil”: Make no
opportunity [or the devil to take advantage and hinderany one
from seeing the true way.

Colossians 3:10, “renewed in lknowledge”: Being [(ully
informed in complete recognition and discernment of what is
good and acceptable in the sight of God.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today is largely a beautilul description of the
wonderlul change that can take place and should take place
in the heart and lifc of every human being. Paul shows the
great transformation of a person [rom the old man of sin, self,
and the world to the new man of faith, righteousness and
holiness. He mentions several descriptions of the old man,
such as. "vanity of their mind,” “understanding darkened.”
“alienated from the lile of God,” “ignorance.,” “blindness ol
their heart.” "being past [eeling,” “lasciviousness,” “to work all
uncleanness with greediness,” all which “is corrupt according
tothe deceitfullusts.” Then he shows how that “being renewed
in the spirit ofyour mind” one can “put on the new man, which
alter God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” Then
we are to “speak every man truth with his neighbor,” “labour,
working with his handsthe thing which is good.” and commu-
nicating “that which is good to the use of edifying.” And
following on down in the remainder of the epistle are more
beautiful blessings that in Christ we have the privilege to
partake of. It makes us think of the song, “What a wonderf(ul
change in my life has been wrought since Jesus caine into my
heart!" Just view these wonder[ulblessings that we can obtain
for the wellare of our eternity bound souls. We think of the
world around us, steeped in the many things that are damning
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people to eternal ruin, and pray God to help us to be a help to
all we can. But it is really a wonderful salvation that Christ
paid for with His precious blood that we can obtain right here
in this present evil world. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What keeps a soul from understanding the truth?
2. What are some of the characteristics of the “old man"?
3. What can be gained by us putting on the “new man"?
4. Instead of stealing what should a person do?
5. What communication should come out of our mouth?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

What a blessing for a man to experience conviction of his
sinful lost condition before God and to seel earnestly to turn
away [rom his sins and the influence of this wicked world and
find forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ, his Lord and
Savior! It is an experience that everyone needs! The current of
the world around us is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life. (I John 2:15-17.) There is the love of
money and the search for worldly wealth and ease: [ine homes,
fine cars, [at bank accounts, sports, revelries, ungodly enter-
tainment, unholy styles, fads and [ashions, strife, bitterness,
hatred, murders, robberies, thefts and thelist just goeson and
on of the ways and things of this corrupt society. And it has
been going on all down through the ages. In the time of the
early morning church it was raging in the Roman Empire with
its vain and corrupt leaders. Following history on up [rom then
to now it is a picture of war, commotion and many terrible
happenings. Theroot and bottomof thewoe and trouble is the
sinfulness and darkness of man. ButJesus Christ brought life
and hope to humanity, and all who really seel after and find
Him as Lord and Savior lind the answer to all of their sorrows
and despair.

God has worked according to His own purpose and
wisdom. In Abraham and others like him God established the
example of the aith He wants everyone tolay hold of. Then in
Moses God made known to us His laws and commandments
that are to help us to understand what sin and (ransgression
amounts to. II'we will be open hearted and willing to be taught
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of Him we can be made aware of our sinful condition and can
find the way to come to Christ and be saved and given the grace
and power to live the beautiful life of holiness and righteous-
ness that will enable us tobe accounted worthy to obtain the
life that is everlasting!

But we must be aware that the enemy that got us into this
awful sinful state is still on the prowl and is working to offset
the plan ol salvation in the minds of men today. So let us take
heced to the Gospel of Christ and seek the Lord Jesus with all
of our hearts to be saved and find victory and peace in our
souls. Even though salvation has been brought down, the
devil is still successful in hindering many people from being
saved. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Satan and all in his employ are endeavoring to resurrect
the old man of the llesh—the carnal man—with new light, a
promise of liberty to those that have “clean escaped from them
who live in error” and that have “escaped the pollutions of the
world.”

He endeavors todo so little by little. He endeavors to use
things that look innocent and harmless at the first, to get his
foot in the door. Lot didn't start off in Sodom, his error was
pitching his tent in that direction. Be assured, it doesn’t stop
there. therc is much more. The lottery was sold to the general
public that way. So many dollars will go to help education—
the children. Lools at all the corruption and addictions it has
brought.

It is very difficult, even impossible to close a door that has
been opened to temptation without damage, consequences
and loss. Let us be watchful and on our guard. "Ye therefore,
beloved. seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye
also. beingled away with the error ol the wicked, fall f[rom your
own steadlastness.” —Bro. Bob Wilson

m—

Notice: Il your subscription expired with this quarter.,
please send yourrenewal at once. It is necessary that your
subscription for the fourth quarter of 2010 be in this office
by the first of September. For your convenience there is an

[ order blank at the back of this book.
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AUGUST 29, 2010
BEING FOLLOWERS OF GOD AS DEAR CHILDREN

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

31 Letall bitterness, and wrath, andanger,and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away [rom you, with all malice:

32 And beye kind one to another, tenderhearted, lorgiv-
ing one another, even as God lor Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you.

Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore [ollowers of God, as dear
children:

2 And walkin love, as Christ alsohath loved us, and hath
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour.

3 Butfornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness,
let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

4 Neitherfilthiness, nor[oolish talking, nor jesting, which
are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

6 Let noman deceive you with vain words: for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of
disobedience.

7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8 Forye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light
in the Lord: walk as children of light.

9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth:)

10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

MEMORY VERSE: How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O
God! Therelore the children of men put their trust under the
shadow ofthy wings. Forwith thee is the fountain of life: in thy
light shall we see light. Psalm 36:7, 9.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: To be children dear and close to

the Almighty God we must walk in love and in the pure light
of the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ.
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WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 4:30, “grieve not": Do not allow anything in
your heart and life that would be contrary and displeasing to
the pure and holy Spirit of God. “whereby ye are sealed”: Paul
said in chapter 1:13, that, “alter that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” The Holy Spirit within
the heart of a person helps to “seal” and preserve him or her
from the defilements of the world around. But we must be
careful tomaintain the right attitude and spirit toward others.
That is why in the following verses Paul stressed putting away
bitterness and things contrary to the Spirit of love. We are in
the flesh and have feelings thatwemust bring into subjection
to the obedience of Christ. The Holy Spirit seals us but we
must exercisc our spirit to be in accord with Him. If we do not
exercise thus we can grieve the Spirit of God right out of our
lives as many others have done. “unto the day of redemption”:
Until the coming of the Lord when He will change these vile
bodies to be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:21.)

Verse 31. “clamour*: Loud crying, arguing, screaming or
ugly conversation. “all malice”: 111 will and all other evil things.

Verse 32. “for Christ's salce”: Because of what Christ
sulfered in atoning for our sins.

Ephesians 5:1. “dear children”: Dearly well beloved chil-
dren.

Verse 2. “sweetsmelling savour”: An odor of sweet [ra-
grance. What Christ did for us poor unworthy mortals in giving
His life and shedding His blood for our [orgiveness was and is
yet very sweet and well pleasing with God.

Verse 3. “as becometh saints™: As is [itting for Saints.

Verse 4, “filthiness”: Uncleanness and impurity belore
God. Yesting": Joking. “not convenient”: Not proper or becom-
ing.

Verse 5. “whoremonger”: The same as “fornicator”; one
who has any impure relationship with the opposite sex.
“covelous man, who is cn idolater”: Covetousness, the love of
moncy and worldly wealth, is idolatry because it is the
worshipping ol something other than the true God.

Verse 8, “sometimes darkness”: In times past were in
spiritual darkness. “walk™: Live and conduct yoursell.

Verse 9, "fruit of the Spirit”: This means the [ruit in our life
that comes from walking in the light of God through the Word
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and the Spirit. “proving”: Testing and making clear and
manifest.

Psalm 36:9, “in thy light shall we see light”: In the light of
God that shines through His Word and the Gospel of Jesus
Christ we can really gain understanding of the true light.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today is a continuation of the instructions Paul
was giving concerning things we must be sure to lay aside and
cease [rom in putting off the old ways of sin and the world and
putting on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness. These are habits and ways
of conduct that are paramount and abounding in the worldly
society we live among. It is certain that faithfully obeying these
instructions will set us distinctly apart and at variance with
others around us. But we must remember that we are doing
it, not to be different, but because we want to please God and
be accepted of Him. It may be that some of these things that
God is calling us to will not cause much difficulty with others,
but there will be some points that will stand out and cause
ridicule and persecution, especially if we take a definite stand
openly with a [irm opposition to the worldly spirit that is
working against our faith.

Rather than retaliating and being bitter and resentful to
our fellow man, if we show kindness, good will, mercy and love,
it will stand out and be an influence that will help win souls
to the true way. Just like Jesus lived and served others with
good works and merciful deeds of healing and help. so we can,
by keeping the right attitude of peace and patience. manifest
the beauty of the Christian life to those we meet up with in life.
The gross sinsthat wereso prevalent in those ancient societies
are shown to be so displeasing to God. God has a beautiful
plan for a pure and holy marriage that can be experienced by
those who will resist temptation and let Him bring it all about.
Covetousness and the love of worldly riches is strongly warned
against by Christ and the writers in the New Testament. And
Paul speaks in verse 4 of our lesson about filthiness, foolish
talking, and jesting as not being proper to indulge in. We have
much of that in our society today. The ability to speak and
communicate is a wonderful blessing, but it can be the
greatest tool that satan can use to ensnare our souls with.
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In verses 8-10 of our lesson Paul introduces the thought
ofthe darkness of sin and what we were “sometimes,” and how
that now we are “light in the Lord.” This is a wonderful theme
in the New Testament with Christ as the “Light of the world.”
Darkness and ignorance breeds sin and unrighteousness in
abundance. But the fruit of the light is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth. This is the light of God's Word that
the soul is in great need of to be able to attain to the blessings
of eternal worth. In our next lesson we will have some more
about this wonderf{ul subject. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What are some of the things that we are to cease from?
2. How does God want us to relate to and treat others?
3. Why are we to be so diligent to not partake of the evil
things?
4. Why is a covetous man named as an idolater?
5. What is coming upon all who partake of these evils?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

God’s holy Law and the way He wants us to live and follow
is so good and prolfitable for us mortals. When we compare the
way of sin and the world with the way of God's holiness and
truth, we can see very readily that it isbetter toserve God than
to serve satan and the ways of sin. Jesus Christ met with the
temptations of satan andresisted them steadfastly. He did not
partake of the attractions of the sinful world around Him. And
God gave us His commandments and laws to help us to see
how much better is His way than the way of lust, sellishness
and greed. To be in the light is much better than to grope in
the paths of sin and transgression. God's Word is explicit in
detailing the things that are sinful and displeasing to Him.
And God also has wonderfully listed the many beautiful and
benelicial things we can adorn our lives with in accordance
with His plan. It is all given for our happiness.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The original word translated Children in Ephesians 5:1 is
used in the sense of offspring of someone. A child in this sense
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bears the resemblance and characteristics of their parent.
God wants us to have the nature of His dear Son, Jesus. When
a heavenly birth transforms our heart and washes us [romthe
defilement of sin, we are expected towalk in a way that refllects
the Divine nature of God in our lives. The law of love should
govern all of our actions toward our fellow man. When one
walks in love it leaves a trail of comforting words, deeds of
kindness and blessings that touch the heart of others and
points them to the God of love Himself.

There is areport of ayoung minister who cherished a note
that he received f[rom a man in his congregation. It said. “Your
sermon met me where 1 was on Sunday—at the crossroads of
confusion and hurt. Thanks [or preaching it!” That kind
expression of thanks had a profound effect on the minister for
he was at the intersection of discouragement and pain. The
note helped the minister [ind courage to continue his ministry.
A young Christian man was visiting a country where common
courtesies are not the normal practice. He observed a lady with
a baby stroller attempting to enter a store. He walked up to the
door and opened it for her to enter and she gave him a lool of
astonishment. While this was only a small token of courtesy
we often take for granted, it can have a greater impact on
pecople’s lives than we realize.

Let us, as children ol God, be like our Father and walk in
the light of His truth. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey

Q<SS @
SEPTEMBER 5, 2010
AWAKE TO WALK IN THE LIGHT OF GOD

Ephesians 5:11 And have no [ellowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

12 Foritis a shame even to speak of those things which
are done of them in secret.

13 But all things that arereproved are made manifest by
the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.

14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise [rom the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

15 Seethenthatye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but
as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
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17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what
the will of the Lord is.

18 Andbenotdrunkwithwine, wherein is excess; butbe
filled with the Spirit;

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord:

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God.

MEMORY VERSE: ...God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all...If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. | John 1:5, 7.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: As true Christians we must seek
to walk in the light of God's Word, carefully and conscien-
tiously, using our time in this world to prepare for eternity,
being [illed with the Holy Spirit, and seeking to help and edify
others in this holy way of life.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 5:11, “unfruitful worlcs of darkness”: Things
carried out in ignorance of the truth of God are vain and ol no
prolit. “reprove them”: Be bold to declare the truth of the Bible
regardless ol the opposition you meet.

Verse 12, “cone of them in secret”: Secret societies and
fleshly lusts carried on under cover and vain professions of
religion.

Verse 13. “reproved. made manifest by the light”: The light
of the Word of God shining through the Gospel of Christ will
show up the evil and wickedness of the works ol men il they
will have an open heart to receive it.

Verse 14, "Wherefore he saith”: There are various ideas of
where this saying came [rom, but Adam Clarke showed the
words of a hymn that was used in Paul’s time in Christian
Church worship, which says: "Awake, O thou that sleepest,
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and from the dead arise thou, and Christ shall shine upon
thee.” So from whereever or from who ever it came, it is a good
expression of truth.

Verse 15, “wallk circumspectly”: This means tolive, behave
and function “looking carefully round about on all hands; to
be every way watchful, wary and cautious, in order to avoid
danger, discern enemies before they come too nigh and secure
a man's interest by every possible and lawful means. The
original Greek word signifies correctly, accurately, consis-
tently. or perfectly. Be ye, who have received the truth, careful
of your conduct; walk by the rule which God has given you; do
thisas well in little as in great matters, be an example in your
principles. which are holy and good. by a corresponding
conduct: do not only profess, but live the gospel.” From Adam
Clarke. "not as fools, bul as wise": How can one be truly wise
in the sight of God? Job 28:28 has the answer: "And unto man
he said, Behold, the [ear of the Lord, that is wisdom: and to
depart from evil is understanding.” And the general instruc-
tions in the book of Proverbs echo the same. stating in
Proverbs 9:10, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

Verse 16. “Redeeming the time”: Buying up the opportu-
nity. Adam Clarke has some good points here: “Buying up
those moments which others seem to throw away; steadily
improving every precious moment, that ye may, in some
measure, regain the time ye have lost. Lel time be your chief
commodity: deal in that alone; buy it all up, and use every
portion ofiL. In timeye are to get apreparation for the kingdom
of God: if ye get not this in time, your ruin is inevitable;
therefore, buy up the time.” “evil”: Dangerous, full of trouble
and temptations.

Verse 17. “understanding”: In the Old Testament this
word “understanding” means to take apart, and in the New
Testament it means to put together.

Verse 18. “excess”: Being void of temperance and sell-
control.

Verse 19. “spealcing to yourselves”: Exhorting and com-
forting one another. “melody in your hearts”: Spiritual edifica-
tion from the messages in song.

Verse 21, “Submilting yourselves one to another”: Keeping
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an humble attitude of love and brotherhood toward all others.
“in the fear of God": With reverence and respect to Him Who is
above all.

LESSON BACKGROUND

In our previous lesson several things were mentioned that
we as the sons of God must not allowtobe part of our walk and
behavior. Fornication, uncleanness, covetousness, filthiness,
foolish talking and jesting were named out as not convenient
and consistent with godliness. But there were also mentioned
having a tender heart, love, goodness, righteousness and
truth. Then Paul labeled the bad as the works of darkness and
ignorance while the good things were the fruits of light and
good wisdom and understanding. This thought of spiritual
light of God as it shines in His Son, Jesus Christ is a
paramount theme in the New Testament writings. And it is
found numbers of times in prophecy. Just as natural light is
such an important factor in our earthly existence, so spiritual
lightfor the inner man is vital and indispensable. A lack of light
for the soul has serious consequences. The sad thing is that
a person can be in spiritual darkness and not be aware of his
darkness.Andwhen youarenot aware of your darkness, there
will be little effort or sincere seeking for the light. God gave us
His Law which is, as David said in Psalm 119:105, a lamp for
our feet and a light for our path.

This light will help us to see the things that we need to be
attentive to and careful about, such as being filled with the
Spirit, understanding what the will of the Lord is, singing in
the Spirit and making melody in our hearts to the Lord, giving
thanks always for all things. and submitting ourselves one to
another in the fear of the Lord. Oh, may the light of God shine
in our hearts and give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ! (Il Corinthians 4:6.)

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:
1. What does the spiritual light of God do for the soul?
2. What must we do to be enlightened by God?
3. What does it mean to walk circumspectly?
4. Why is redeeming the time such an important thing?
5. What benelit is there in singing hymns and spiritual
songs?
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COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS

Here are a few scriptures on light: “For thou wilt light my
candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.”
Psalm18:28. “For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light
shall we see light.” Psalm 36:9. “Commit thy way unto the
LORD: trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he
shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy
judgment as the noonday.” Psalm37:5, 6. “O send out thy light
and thy truth: let them lead me: let them bring me unto thy
holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.” Psalm 43:3. “Light is sown
for the righteous. and gladness for the upright in heart.” Psalm
97:11. “Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness:
he is gracious, and [ull of compassion, and righteous.” Psalm
112:4."God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the
sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.” Psalm
118:27. “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding to the simple.” Psalm 119:130. “But the path
of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day."” Proverbs 4:18. “For thc commandment
is a lamp: and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are
the way oflife.” Proverbs 6:23. “O house ofJacob, come ye, and
let us walk in the light of the LORD.” Isaiah 2:5.

-Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

It put things into clear perspective for me when | made a
list, comparing. or rather, contrasting, darkness and light.
Take a good look:

DARKNESS LIGHT
satan God
sin obedience
evil good
wickedness righteousness
unbeliel faith
sadness joy
guilt innocence
condemnation pardon/justification
fear courage
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DARKNESS LIGHT

death life
coldness warmth
despair hope
hatred love
loneliness riendship
misery comlort
bitterness forgiveness
bondage freedom
error truth
lies honesty
night day
blindness vision
ignorance awareness/knowledge
sleep wakeflulness
drunkenness sobriety
shame conlidence
secret manifest
hell Heaven
—Sis. Angela Gellenbeck
(e B S )

SEPTEMBER 12, 2010
THE CHURCH OF GOD, THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands. as unto the Lord.

23 For the husband is the head of the wile, even as Christ
is the head ol the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

24 Therelore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let
the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

25 Husbands. love your wives, even as Christ loved the
church, and gave himself (or it:

26 That he might sanctily and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himsell a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing: but that it
should be holy and without blemish.

28 So oughtmen to love their wives as their own bodies.
He that loveth his wile loveth himsell.
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29 Fornoman everyethated hisown flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30 Forwe are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his
bones.

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall
be one flesh.

32 Thisisagreat mystery: but I speak concerning Christ
and the church.

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love
his wife even as himself: and the wife see that she reverence
her husband.

MEMORY VERSE: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herselfready. And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine
linen is the righteousness of saints. Revelation 19:7-8.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God instituted, from the begin-
ning of the creation, the union of man and woman in holy
matrimonyas atypeand figureof the marriage of Jesus Christ
the Savior with all who will sincerely turn from sin and trust,
love, and obey Him—to be His holy Bride for all eternity.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 5:23. “head”: Just as the head of the human
body is connected and has control over all parts of the body,
so Christ, as the Head, is the One Who directs and has contact
with every member of His Church. “saviour of the bocly": The
Deliverer and Protector of every member of His Church.

Verse 24, “subject”: Obedient.

Verse 25, “gave himself for it“: Yielded and surrendered
Himselfl to the death of the cross on behalf of the Church.

Verse 26, “sanctify”: Make it holy in the sight of God.
“washing of water”: The cleansing obtained through obedi-
ence to the teachings of Christ.

Verse 27, “presentittohimself": Have the Church to stand
beside Himself. “glorious™: Splendid, gorgeous and beautiful
through the glory of God. “wrinkle”:Mark ofold age. "any such
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thing”: Anything like it. “without blemish”: Faultless and
blameless.

Verse 28, “love their wives as their own bodies”: Cherish,
care for, protect and seek for their wellare just as they do for
themselves.

Verse 29, “nourisheth”: Carefully attends to her every
need. “cherishelh”: To warm, overshadow and protect with
affectionate care,

Verse 30, "members of his bocy”: United with Christ to
have the same kind of glorified body that He has through being
resurrected from death.

Verse 32, “agreatmystery”: Awonderful work with secret
blessings known only to those who truly experience it. “con-
cerning Christ and the church”: Just as a man leaves his home
and protection of his parents to be united with the wife of his
choice, so Christ left the heights of eternal glory to come down
to this sin-cursed world to purchase for Himself a people who
would love, follow and be united in heart with Him as a
cherished Bride.

Verse 33. “in particular”: Each individual. “reverence”:
Respect, honor and esteem as we also render to Christ.

Revelation 19:8, “white”:Bright, radiant and magnificent.

LESSON BACKGROUND

Our lesson today reveals a glorious truth and declaration
of a most wonderful theme in the Holy Scriptures. Here we
have the beautiful comparison of the relationship of Saints of
God and those who are redeemed from sin by His Son, Jesus
Christ, as a beautiful and spotless Bride! And Who is the One
so blessed to be the Husband of this Bride? It is the Lamb of
God Who, asJohn the Baptist declared. “...taketh away the sin
of the sin of the world.” John 1:29. This is the meek and lowly
Savior Who purchased the Church of God with His own blood.
(Acts 20:28.) How sweet and precious it is to be saved by the
grace of God and filled with His Holy Spirit and to be a part of
this great multitude of redeemed souls that make up the
beautiful Bride! All the counselsand instructions that we have
had in this series oflessons point to being qualified to be a part
of this spotless wile of Christ.
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John the Baptist also spoke of Jesus as “the bridegroom
who has the bride.” (John 3:29.) Paul also spoke of this in 11
Corinthians 11:2, saying to the ones at Corinth, “I have
espoused you to one husband, that | may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.” Isaiah 62:5 prophesied that “...as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee."” So we have in our lesson the blessed truth of Christ
and His Church, all who are delivered [rom satan and sin to
be a part of the spotless Bride of the Lord Jesus. And parallel
with the marriage of Christ is the blessed plan of man and
woman being united in one flesh for a life of love and
happiness. God instituted the marriage of man and woman in
the beginning, as our quote in the lesson from Genesis 2:24
shows. And, happy and blessed is a godly man who is given by
God the love and wedded union with a godly woman!

We have also added as our Memory Verse two verses from
Revelation 19:7-8, which is a beautiful announcement of this
wonderful marriage of the LordJesus and His glorious Church.
Oh, words fail to express the wonder and admiration we feel
in our hearts as we behold and ponder this precious lesson!
May the Lord help us all to so apply ourselves to godliness and
obedience to Christ that we may be accounted worthy to
experience the joy and reality of being married to our Savior.
We are married now in this present time with Him in the Holy
Spirit and [ullness of Bible salvation. But when He comes in
power and glory at the closing of time's mortal sphere, it will
be consummated and fulfilled completely, to be enjoyed for
eternity. It is a wonderful experience to have in this life, that
is, to be happily married in the will of God with a godly
companion to love and enjoy. But how much greater is the
experience of being part of that great throng who are united
with Christ in this presentlife in the Spirit and who will be with
Him in that eternal world of bliss for the ages of the ages!

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

. What did Christ do to purchase this spotless Bride?

. What kind of Church did He give His life to purchase?
. In what way are we members of Christ's body?

. What kind of love should a man have for his wife?

. How should a woman relate to her loving husband?

Qb WN -~
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COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Marriage is a divine institution given by God for the benefit
and happiness of His creation. And it seems that, in the
beginning when God first created man, the man was alone
while he gave names to the various animals, for it says in
Genesis 2:20 “there was not found an help meet for him." So
God, [rom the rib, from the side of man, made a woman and
brought her unto him. And downthroughthe ages it has been
repeated and many are the accounts of man being given a wife
to love and enjoy. And it is still the same today. It is a blessed
experience for a man to seek for and to be given a wile as a real
bosom companjon and delight. Yes, there are many tragedies
that have taken place in the relationship between men and
women. But ifpeople willgivetheirhearts to God and really live
for Him, and seek His guidance and follow His leadings. a
happy marriage can be attainable. And, as it is with all other
of God's blessings, it is important that we please God and be
submissive to His will in every detail of our lives if we want to
enjoy the real benefits God has promised and planned for us.
And, most of all, we need to let God have His way so that we
can be part of the Bride of Christ. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The religious world offers a vast array of spiritual clothing.
There is the “sin more or less” garment. There is also the
weekly “conlessional” garment. As well as “the l.ord is too kind
to send me to hell" garment. Last, but not least, is the
“hypocrite/self-righteous” garment. These are garments that
are shabby, wrinkled, spotted and indecent. They have just a
form of godliness but deny the power of truec salvation.

“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joy(ul
in my God: for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a
bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” Isaiah 61:10.

This garment of salvation is like fine quality [abric, freshly
laundered, pure andspotless,withoutblemish, pressed smooth
and covers the bride. What a wonder(ul trade. We hand the
Lordall of our filthy, stinking rags of sin and unrighteousness
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and the Lord gives us a beautiful garment of salvation, one
that covers all of our sins.

Not only is it a cleansing of our sins, but the wedding
garment is necessary for entrance into that heavenly king-
dom. Wereadin Matthew 22:11-14, “And when the king came
in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a
wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest
thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand
and foot, and take him away, and cast himinto outer darkness;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are
called, but few are chosen.” How shall we escape if we, Loo,
neglect this great salvation? —Sis. LaDawna Adams

L <<= ©
SEPTEMBER 19, 2010
SUCCESS AND VICTORY, Part 1l

Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord:
for this is right.

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise:

3 Thatitmaybe well with thee. and thou mayest live long
on the earth.

4 And,yefathers, provokenotyour childrentowrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness
of heart, as unto Christ;

6 Not with eyeservice. as men pleasers; but as the
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to
men:

8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth,
the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or
[ree.

9 And. ye masters, do the same things unto them,
forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in
heaven: neither is there respect of persons with him.
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10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might.

11 Puton thewhole armor of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.

MEMORY VERSE: Butlet us.whoareoftheday, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation. I Thessalonians 5:8.

CENTRAL THOUGHT: To have victory and success we
must be faithful to follow Christ's example of faith, obedience,
humility, love and patience with all men, and truly overcome
the world with the spiritual weapons He has provided us in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 6:2, "with promise”: This means that the
commandment, “Honour thy father and thy mother,” the fifth
of the ten given through Moses, was the (irst one of the
commandments that was attended with a promise, “that thy
days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee.” Exodus 20:12. It is to be noticed that the first four
commandments were concerning man'’s relation to God, and
the six final ones were concerning our relation to our fellow
man.

Verse 4. “provolce not to wrath”: Do such in the right spirit
and use wisdom, love and fervent prayer with your discipline.
“nurture”: Discipline and correction. “admonition”: Calling
atlention to by mild rebuke and warning.

Verse 5. "servant”: One who has been purchased and is
lawfully bound to another person. Paul's instruction here
lines up with the attitude we should have to Christ who
purchased us. “according to the flesh”: In secular and earthly
matters. “fear and trembling”: Godly reverence and humble
respecl. “singleness of heart”: Sincerity and wholehearted
devotion.

Verse 6, “eyeservice”: Work done just for appearance.
“menpleasers”: Thinking only of pleasing man. “from the
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heart”: From the desire of the soul to glorify and please God.

Verse 8, “the same shall he receive of the Lord”: God will
reward the faithful doer who has nothing inview but to please
his Lord.

Verse 9. “forbearing threatening”: Refrain from being
bossy and domineering. “your Master”: The Lord Jesus Christ.
“respect of persons”: Judging merely from outward appear-
ance.

Verse 10, “be strong in the power of his might”": Be empow-
ered by the greatness ol His strength.

Verse 11, “whole armor”: Every single part of God's
protective will. “wiles”: methods and tricky tactics.

Verse 12, “principalities”: The spirit of evil leaders and
authorities. “spiritual wiclcedness in high places”: Evil spirits
in the spiritual realm who work against the soul of man.

I Thessalonians 5:8, “of the day”: Walking in the light of
Christ Jesus. “be sober”: Be discreet, watchful and conscien-
tious.

LESSON BACKGROUND

We have in our last two lessons from this wonder(ul epistle
of Paul to the Ephesians more vital instructions for success
and victory in the Christian life. He speaks to children and how
they need to be attentive to their parents and obey their
teachings and authority in the home. Oh, what an important
thing this is! Many, many souls have gone astray from the way
of salvation because they were not subject to their father and
mother in the home life. I can look back in my life and see
places where | submitted to my father and mother, and how
glad I am that I did! It was not easy, because | had my own
desires that went against my parents’ rule. But | thank the
Lord that He helped me in those difficult times. Children need
to realize that rebellion against parental authority is turning
to go down the broad way to destruction. Being obedient to
one's parents helps a person tobe submissive to the Lord. And
if any young person rebels and refuses to do as father and
mother tells them to do. they will suffer for it.

And then the parents have responsibility to be guided by
godly wisdom in dealing with the children, not provoking them
to anger by unwise dealings, void of the love of Christ. It takes
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a prayerful father and mother to bring their children up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

There is also the relationship between servants and
masters. We can include laborers and the ones they are
working for in this matter also. It does not pay to resist and be
hard to deal with while working for someone. There is a lot of
strife and turmoil in the workplace. It is a terrible scene. But
the grace of God can help a person conduct himsell in a
manner that is right and wise. This goes [or the boss and
leaders as well as the workers.

We have in our lesson the beginning of the thought of the
armor of God that we are to employ in the Christian life. We
need to recognize the fact that the real Christian life is a
spiritual contest waged against the powers of the devil, the one
who got man topartakeof the forbidden fruit in the beginning.
- And he is still on the job today, seeking to influence and
pressure the souls of men to go his way. But God has provided
us weapons and we will consider them in our next lesson.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. Why should children obey their parents in the Lord?

2. What was promised along with the commandment of
the law?

3. How can we keep the right attitude toward those we
work for? »

4. What should masters and bosses remember as they
oversee others?

5. Why is it vital to put on the whole armor of God?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Life is a gift from God. But God has wisely accompanied
His gill of our life and as humans being with responsibility. If
we would live and enjoy His blessings of success and happi-
ness we must [ulfill the responsibilities attached to it. In the
beginning God gave man the many [ruits that grew in the
garden. But there was one. and only one requirement that
accompanied the gilts God bestowed: to refrain from eating of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And that was what
satan lempled.man to desire. It is the’same today. God has
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many blessings that we can partake of and enjoy. But there are
those things that His holy law has made clear to be forbidden
and displeasing in His sight. We live in a world that is
dominated by those forbidden attractions: pride, selfishness,
covetousness, strife, hatred and manyother passions thatwe
as mortals are tempted to partake of and pursue. Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior, met all of these temptations, and
He overcame them every one. He “...was tempted in all points
like as we are, yet without sin.”" Hebrews 4:15. And He
overcame all temptation and was faithful in the responsibility
that was given Him. He became obedient to death, the death
of the cross, topay theransom price for us. He was exalted to
the right hand of God the Father to intercede in our behalf. He
can help us to bear the responsibility God has given us with
life. Let us pray to Him at the throne of grace daily and seek
His help in overcoming this world of wickedness. He is [aithful
to be our daily help. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The lesson today touches on children honoring parents,
the relationship of parents to children, employees to employ-
ers, etc. These relationships are a major part oflife. Weare able
Lo assess or get a picture of our relationship with the Lord by
these earthly relationships. The teaching of the Holy Scrip-
tures. if followed, will maximize the potential of having suc-
cesslul relationships which will result in a successful life.

His yoke is easy and his burden light; but, “the way of the
transgressor is hard.” Hatred, bitterness and sin violate,
crush, bruise, wound and maim. Welive in a world of hurting
people all around. It will help us to note that people who leave
a trail of hurting others are people who have been deeply hurt
themselves. Let us look beyond their behavior and have
compassion on their wounded soul.

Oneofmy favorite texts is Luke 4.18-19, “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospelto the poor: he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach
the acceptable year of the Lord.” —Bro. Bob Wilson
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SEPTEMBER 26, 2010
SUCCESS AND VICTORY, Part 2

Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, thatye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therelore, having your loins girt about with
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel
of peace;

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God:

18 Praying alwayswithall prayerand supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.

19 Andfor me. that utterance may be given unto me, that
I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of
the gospel,

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein
I may speak boldly, as | ought to spealk.

21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do,
Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord,
shall make lknown to you all things:

22 Whoml! havesentuntoyou for the same purpose, that

~ye might know our affairs, and that-he might ¢omlort your
hearts.

23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

24 Grace be with all them thatlove our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE: For the weapons of our warfareare not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God. and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. Il
Corinthians 10:4-5

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The real Christian life and voca-
tion is a spiritual warfare waged with spiritual weapons that
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are mighty through God to help the child of God to overcome
all the opposition and temptations that satan will try to bring
against him.

WORD DEFINITIONS

Ephesians 6:13, “whole armour”: The complete suit ol
armor, with no part lacking. “withstand”: Resist and over-
come. “evilday”: Time of perilous and harmlul pressures [rom
the devil. “hawing done all": Accomplished everything God has
required.

Verse 14, “loins girt about with truth”: In the physical the
loins contain the vital organs. In the spiritual sensethesevital
organs are digestion of spiritual food (the Word of God.
breathing (the Holy Spirit). the flow of spiritual life, and
resistance against evil influences. Keeping with the whole
truth and not being misled by false doctrines is vital lor
spiritual well being. “breastplate of righteousness”:The breast-
plate is also a protection for the vital organs. It is labeled as
righteousness. Both truth and righteousness are specific
means of overcoming the devices of satan and the many [alse
doctrines in the world.

Verse 15, “preparation of the gospel of peace”: Being [ully
prepared and anointed by the Holy Spirit to preach the Gospel
of peace. This is taken [rom the prophecy in Isaiah 52:7 and
quoted in Romans 10:15, *...How beautilul are the [eet of them
that preach the gospel of pcace.-and bring glad tidings of good
things!” The word "preparation” can also be taken to mecan the
preparation ol the heart to believe and obey the truth ol the
Gospel of Christ, and to live triumphantly and walk over all the
power of the enemy. Every Christian should have enough
knowledge of what the Gospel teaches that will give courage
and strength Lo be an overcomer for the Lord.

Verse 16. “Above all”: Over all the rest of the armor.
“quench all the fiery darts of the wiclced”: All the temptations
and suggestions of the devil to the mind that would discourage
or lead the soul astray can be quenched and brought to
nothing as we continue (o believe and hold our confidence
steadfast. The shield of the armor was a great oblong object
held up in such away that it covered and protected the whole
body.
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Verse 17, “helmet of salvation”: Adam Clarke has a good
comment here: “The hope of continual safety and protection,
built on the promises of God, to which the upright follower of
Christ feels he has a Divine right, protects the understanding
from being darkened or confused by any temptations of
Satan.” “the sword of theSpirit": Hebrews 4:12 says, “The word
of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword...” We can wield it by applying it directly to any evil
thought or suggestion presented to our minds by the devil.

Verse 18, “watching withall perseverance”: “Being always
on your guard, and intent upon your object, and never losing
sight of your danger, or of your interest.” Clarke.

Verse 20, “ambassador”: Representative of the King of
kings.

Verse 24, “in sincerity”: In genuine love and true holiness
of heart. "Amen”: The word “Amen"” is [rom the Hebrew and it
implies faithfulness, truth, firmness, surety, and trustworthi-
ness. Other expressions are: “So be it!” and "It is unfailing
truth!”

Il Corinthians 10:4. “not carnal”: Not fleshly or literal.
“strongholds”: Deceptive beliefs and ideas contrary to truth.

Verse 5, “imaginations”: Vain reasoning and deceitful
thoughts suggested by satan. “captivity”: Submission and
control. -

LESSON BACKGROUND

We have in our lesson today the various parts of the armor
of a Christian soldier identilied and we have sought to define
them in their true meaning. It is very important to know and
understand what it means to take hold and possess each one
of these factors for success and victery in the true life of
godliness and righteousness before God. Jesus Christ fought
with these weapons in His life and ministry. He met the devil
head on, and with the sword of the Spirit, triumphant laith,
submission and humility before God, true righteousness,
truth, love, and peace He was able to overcome and gain the
eternal victory. We also who follow in His steps must wield
these spiritualweaponseveryday of our mortallife. We are not
wrestling against human and physical powers, but againstthe
spiritual powers of darkness and deceptions of the enemy of
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all righteousness. We have chosen for our Memory Verse the
clear declaration of what our weapons are really for. May the
Lord help each one to be able to understand this important
matter that concerns the eternal welfare of our never dying
souls. —Bro. Leslie Busbee

QUESTIONS:

1. Why is the Christian warfare not with literal and fleshly
weapons?

2. What is the goal and objective for a soul to fight
spiritually?

3. Who is the great enemy that we must overcome in this
life?

4. What must we do to take hold of these weapons and use
them?

5. What did Paul desire to be to us from the Father and
Christ Jesus?

COMMENTS AND APPLICATION

Itdoes not take arobust physical person to be a victorious
conqueror in the Christian warfare. A little child or a frail
woman can be a valiant soldier in the Christian battle. It takes
a firm and pure decision and a steadfast purpose. It takes an
open mind and a willingness to be taught and disciplined by
the Lord. A person must take a firm and solid stand in his or
her heart for the holy Bible way and what it stands for and
points to. One cannot be weak-kneed, hesitant and fearful to
be a good soldier for Jesus. We must be persuaded and firm
in our commitment to serve the Lord in this wicked world. We
must resist the devil and keep a prayerful and humble attitude
about everything in life. We have a foe who is going to try to
stop, hinder and lead us astray. We must be watchful, careful
and earnest in our hearts to please the Lord and follow Him all
the way. The current of the world around us is for self,
pleasure. the love of money, strife, hatred and all kinds of evil
passions and desires. We must take our stand for what the
Bible teaches and go that way regardless of the opposition we
meet. Get in mind what these weapons are and pray for God
to help you to know how to wield them in your heart and life.

(61)



That is the only way to be triumphant and successful. “...Be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus...endure hardness,
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” Il Timothy 2:1, 3.

—Bro. Leslie Busbee

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

There is an illustration of a great warrior who inquired of
a skilllul craftsman whether he could design a undergarment
that he felt would provide protection against bullets. The
craftsman assured the man that he could design such a
garment. The workman took great pains in the construction of
the jackel. When it was linished he presented it lo the warrior
and assured him he would be completely safe wearing the
jackel. The warrior looked al the garment and asked the
workman to put it on himself so he could see it more closely.
When he {inished putting it on, the warrior examined it [or its
salety and then stepped back a few paces and drew his
revolver. The designer cried, “Oh, don't shoot me!" as the
hammer came down on the cap. Thedesign of the garment was
sale and the bullet did not penetrate the workman. His
creation was a success.

The armor that we are instructed to have on in ourlesson____
today has been tried and proven Lo be safe by the Captain of
our salvation. When Jesus was led into the wilderness Lo be
templed, satan tested il very thoroughly. The Scriptures say
He"...was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
If there was a [law in its design we can be sure satan would
have found it and exploiled it Lo his advantage. Bul Jesus was
kept safe and we will also be safe if we put on the whole armor.
Those who are only partially equipped will not be fully pro-
tected.

There are many who have gone beforc us and used this
armor successfully. Paul was experienced in this spiritual
warfare and had likewise used this armor. In this 6" chaper
he was explaining to the Ephesians the importance of being
fully equipped so that they would be able to stand in the evil
day. We are also living in an evil day and we need every
advantage o keep [rom being wounded in our spiritual
batlles. —Bro. Willie E. Murphey
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