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Theme For Third Quarter, 1975 
We are f in ish ing · First Cor inthians  and starting 

Second Cor inth ians in th is q uarter. It is supposed, by 
what the Apostle wrote in 2 Cor. 9:2, that Second 
Cor inth ians was wr itten a year later than the f ir st 
book. In ch apter 7: 5, it seems that Titus h ad met the 
Apostle Pau l  and to ld h im of the powerful effects that the 
f irst letter had upon the Cor inth ian church. The Apostle 
Paul wrote the second letter to comfort, co mmend and to 
enco urage them to give to the poor saints at 
Jer usalem. He also vindicated h is own ca l l ing  and 
instr ucted them abo ut the pretended apostle th at had led 
them astray in so me things. He exhorted them to l ive a 
ho ly l ife. 

We want to r emember that the divisions in o ur New 
Testa ment, and especially in the books w e  are studying 
now, are man's d ivisions. I t  seems that the A postle sat 
down and wrote the whole, under the anointing of the 
Ho ly Spir it, and as it came to h is mind, w ith very l ittle 
inter mission of time. -Sis. M ar ie M i les 

-------0-------

July 6, 1 975 

TH E LAST EN EMY TO BE D ESTROYED 

I Cor. 1 5 :20-28; Hebrews 2:6-9 

I Cor . 15:20 But now is Chr ist r isen from the d ead, 
and beco me the f ir stfru its of them that slept. 

21 For since by man came death ,  by man came a lso 
the resurrection of the dead. 

22 For as in Adam a ll d ie, even so in Chr ist sha l l  a l l  
be made a l ive. 

23 B ut every man in h is own order: Chr ist the 
f ir stfr u its; afterward they th at are Chr ist's at h is coming. 

24 Then co meth the end, when he shal l  h ave 
del ivered up th e kingdo m  to God, even th e Father; w hen 
he shal l  have put down a l l  r u le and a l l  author ity and 
power. 

25 For he must r eign, t i l l  h e  h ath put a l l  enemies 
under his feet. 

26 The last enemy that sha l l  be destroyed is death .  
27 For h e  hath put a l l  th ings under h is feet. B ut 

when he saith a l l  th ings are put under h im, it is man ifest 
that he is ex cepted, wh ich d id put a l l  th ings under h im. 
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28 And when a l l  th ings sha ll be s ubdued unto h im, 
then sh al l  the Son a lso h imself be s ubject unto h im that 
put a l l  th ings under h im, that God may be al l  in a l l. 

Hebrews 2:6 But o ne in a certa i n  place testified, 
saying, What is man, that tho u  art mindf u l  of h im? or the 
so n of man, that tho u  visitest h im? 

7 Tho u  madest h im a l i ttle lower than the angels; 
tho u  crow nedst h im w ith g lory and ho no ur, a nd didst  set 
h im over the works of thy h ands: 

8 Thou hast  put a l l  th ings in  subjectio n under h is 
feet. For in that he put a l l  in s ubj ection under h im, he 
left noth ing that is not put under h im. But now w e  see 
not yet a l l  th ings put under h im. 

9 But we see Jesus, who w as made a I ittle lower 
th an the angels for the s uffering of death, crow ned w ith 
g lory and honour; that he  by th e grace of God shou ld 
taste death for every man. 

Memory Verse: But God wi l l  redeem my so u l  fro m 
the pow er of the grave: for he shal l  receive me. 
Selah. Ps alms 49: 1 5  

Central Thought: When Jes us co mes the second 
time, that w i l l  be the end of th is wor ld. The dead ar e 
going to be ra ised, a nd the K i ngdo m of God is go ing to be 
del ivered up to the Father and the las t  enemy, Death, is 
going to be destroyed. The So n (Jes us )  w i l l  be s ubject to 
God and the Father w i l l  be al l  i n  a l l  to the s aints forever 
and ever. 

Word Definitions: Firstfruits: Th e Greek word 
"aparke", for firstfru its , means and refers to the 
beginning of sacr if ice ,  wh ich is th e J ew ish 
f irstfr u it. God req u ired of the Jews th at their sacr ifices 
be the f irst of the increas e of their crops and 
herds. Chr ist is the f irstfru it of th e res urr ection, that is, 
He was the f irst and the beginn ing of thos e who are 
ra ised from the dead to immortal ity. We th at belo ng to 
Him wi l l  fo l low in th at same fru it of the res ur ­
rection. Delivered: To surrender,  yield up, intr ust, 
transmit.-(Greek). Chr ist is now ho lding the author ity 
and power co mmitted to H im of the Father, to execute 
salvatio n and victory over s in for the so u ls of men. But 
in the end, a l l  th is k i ngdom of redeemed so u ls w i l l  be 
transferred d irectly back to God, and the Son w i l l  take 
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H is place in the K ingdom subject to H is Father. P raise 
t he Lo rdi 

LESSON BACKG ROUND 

In our  previo us lesso n  we discussed and left off w ith 
t he t ho ug ht of "if Christ had not been raised ". Our 
lesson today com mences w ith  t he m ighty declaration 
that Christ IS risen f rom the dead. And if He is risen, He 
beco mes t he f irstf ruit of a l l  w ho are now sleeping  in 
deat h w ho have believed in H im. They have not 
perished, but wi l l  co me fo rt h  at the ti me of His 
com ing. At th is po int, the Apost le Paul enters a 
discourse concern ing w hat w i l l  t ake place at t he second 
comin g  of t he Lo rd .  Surely t h is is important to study 
and consider. That t i me has not come yet, b ut it is sure 
to co me. It is fo r us to make o ur cal l in g  and elect ion 
sure, so t hat we w il l  be co unted wort hy of being in the 
host of redeemed so u ls w ho w i l l  be t he "K ingdom" t hat 
Christ w it l  del iver up to t he Father. A long w ith  w hat 
Paul  says here, we have bro ught in what he said in the 
Hebrew letter concerning a l l  t h ings being  subjected to 
Christ. He  q uotes f ro m  the 8th Psalm about t he ex alted 
posit ion of man in t he creat ion . S ince man fel l  into sin 
and lost th is h igh  posit ion, it is now appl ien to Christ as 
the "son of man" .  And a l l  t h ings are made subject to 
H im, even death, which He wi l l  destroy at the t i me of the 
end. -L .  B usbee 

QU ESTIO NS: 

1. In w hat way is Christ t he f irstf ru its of them that are 
passed f ro m  th is l ife? 2. How did deat h come by 
man? 3. How does t he resurrection co me by man 
also? 4. Acco rd ing to our  lesson, j ust w hat w i l l take 
place at t he end? 5. What does it mean t hat t he Son 
wi l l  be subject to God? 6. Why did t he w riter in 
Hebrews say t hat we see not yet al l  t h ings p ut und er 
Him? 

ADULTS AN D YOUNG PEOPLE'S C O M M ENTS 

The f irst statement of o u r  lesson is an emphat ic t rut h 
that q uen ches t he do ubts and fears t hat f l ickered in the 
previo us verses. " Now IS Christ risen f ro m the 
dead." There i s  rea lly no n eed of d iscoursing  on what if 
He had not been raised, fo r He is risen f ro m  t he 
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dead. Christ is labeled and proclaimed, in H is resur­
rection, as t he firstfru its  of the gen era l  resurr ection t hat 
is promised for a l l  man kind. At His second co ming, t his 
general resurrection w i ll be a rea l ity. 

Our lesson also reveals what wi l l  t ake p lace at His 
second co ming.  "Then co meth  t he end. " The co ming 
of the Lord is t he end of  t h is p resent wor ld. Where is 
there space, t i me, or n eed for a tho usand years reign 
after the end? Of co urse, t h is does not mean an end of 
Chr ist o r  H is people, but it means an end of th is present 
materia l age. The k ingdo m  w i l l  be handed back to the 
Father.  The K ingdo m  of God consists of t he so uls t hat 
He has saved. The w icked wi l l  be sentenced

· 
to 

everlasting destruct ion. A l l  opposing r u le, aut hor ity, and 
power wi l l  be put down . A ll that scoffed, rebel led, 
persecuted, and refused to al low Chr ist to r u le over their 
l ives w i l l be swept into t he p i ts of hell and et ernal  
n ight .  A l l  nations of men wi l l  bow at H is feet and 
confess that He i s  Lord. Those t hat p ierced H im wi l l  
behold H im to t heir et erna l  dismay. 

Christ w i l l  deliver t he K ingdo m up to t he Fat her .  Up 
to th is po int a l l  judgment and power has been in the 
hand of Christ as t he Mediato r for salvation . But now 
since t he Father has subdued al l  th ings to Chr ist, and t he 
end of an th ings has co me, Chr ist transmits t he kingdo m  
back to God and beco mes subject H imself to God. God 
is then g iven t he kingdo m, t he power, and the g lory 
fo rever. It a l l  belongs to H i m. 

"For  he hath p ut a l l  t h ings under his feet." This 
scripture fro m t he 8th Psalm is appl ied dir ectly to Jesus 
Christ. "Fo r  he must reign, t i l l  he hath put all enemies 
under his feet." This is fro m the 1 1  Oth Psa lm and 
refers direct ly to Chr ist, also.  But let us consider now 
why Paul  said in the Hebrew part of o ur lesson, t hat we 
now see not yet a l l  t h ings p ut under H im. I t  is because 
t he filial  enemy has not been destroyed yet .  Th is last 
enemy is death. It w i l l  then be a t h ing of the 
past . There wil l  be no more death to those w ho have 
been t rue to t he Lo rd in their l ife. O h, w hat a wonderful 
hope we have as t he children of God! We do not see al l  
things put under h im as of yet, but we do see H im as He 
was made a l itt le lower t han the  angels, for the  suffer ing 
of death, crowned w ith g lory and hono ur. We see th is 
fulfil led in H im, and we know that God wi l l fulfil l and 
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finish H is great plan at H is seco nd appearing. 
-L. Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

When we th ink of al l  that Jesus went through for our 
salvation,  it tr u ly causes us to bow low before H im in a l l  
humility of heart, mind and so u l. We see H i m  go ing to 
the Garden of Gethseman e. Ther e  He suffered a great 
ago ny. The B ible says, "And being in agony he pr ayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were  gr eat 
drops of blood fa l l ing down to the ground." L uke 
22:44. Have you ever been in such an agony? We 
have read of martyr s  w ho seemed to have had more 
co urage to go to the cross or be ki l led for Chr ist's sake 
than Jesus had. Why was His  agony of m ind and so ul  
so great? Oh, my dear o nes, it w as because He had the 
weight of the sins of the w ho le wor ld upo n  H im. If He 
was taking o ur pun ishment, then He surely felt so me of 
the pangs of hel l , wh ich w er e  terrible. We sho uld be 
fi lled w ith a deep love and thanksg iving, at a l l  ti mes, for 
our precious Lord. He suffered greatly for o ur salvation, 
not on ly physica l ly, but mental ly. He died w ith a broken 
heart. Our lesso n also tel ls us that He tasted "death for 
every man". Not o nly d id H e  taste death for our sins, 
wh ich too k  away o ur punishment, but He  tasted death 
that we might ar ise from the grave. He was tl)e 
"firstfr uits". Praise the Lord for that hopei Those w ho 
wer e  martyrs for Chr ist had this hope w ith in their so uls 
and they knew t hat "to be absent from the body" wou ld 
be to be "present w ith the Lord". At the end of the 
wor ld their bodies w il l  be bro ught for th from the grave, 
and changed fro m mortal to immortal. What a g lor io us 
hope we have w ithin o ur so uls! -M. M i les 

A GAM E OF GOOD POINTS 

"Why, Margaret, how bright you ar e looking today!" 
cr ied the neighbor w ho had just r un in to cheer up the 
lonely inval id. "Yo u must have had a n umber of ca l ler s  
this afternoon." 

"No,  I haven't had any." 
"I do n't see how you can stand it, yo u poor dear , and 

look so happy; happier than I do.:· 
"Oh, I 've had a rea l ly pleasant day," sa id the 

inval id. ''I've j ust t hought of such a del ightful way of 
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am usi ng myself. I've been nami ng over a l l  the good 
points i n  the characters of the peop le I know, and, real ly ,  
I had no idea there were  so ma ny in  each one. I t  took 
me ever so lo ng to go over the peop le I know we ll. I 
shal l  look at those peop le q uite differ ently now. My 
mind has been delightful ly busy all d ay." -Sel. 

--------�0---------

Ju ly 13, 1 975 

BAPTIZED FOR TH E D EAD 

I Cor. 1 6:1 -4; Deut . 16:17; Lu ke 2 1 :1-4 
I Chr on.  29:9; M att. 1 0: 8b; M att. 6:1 

Cor . 15 : 29 E lse what shal l they do w hich are 
baptized for th e dead, if  th e dead rise not at· a l l? why 
ar e they then baptized for the dead? 

30 A nd w hy stand we i n  jeopardy e"ery hour? 
31  I pr otes t by your rejoici ng w hich I have i n  C hris t 

Jesus our Lord, I die d ai ly. 
32 If after th e manner of men I have fought wi th 

beasts at Ep hesus, w hat adv& ntageth it me. if the dead 
rise not? let us eat and dri nk; for to- morrow we die. 

33 Be not deceived : evi l  com mu nications corr upt 
good manners. 

34 Aw ake to righteous ness, and sin not; for som e  
have not th e know ledge o f  God :  I speak this to your 
shame. 

Matt. 20:22b . . . Are ye able to d ri nk of the cup that I 
sha l l  d ri nk of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? T hey s ay unto hi m, We are able. 

L uke 12:50 B ut I have a baptism to be baptized with; 
and how am I straitened ti l l i t  be accomp lished ! 

Rom. 6:3 K now ye not, that so  m a ny of us as were 
baptized i nto Jesus Christ w ere baptized i nto his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism i nto 
death: that like as C hrist w as r aised up from the d ead 
by the glory of the F ather, even s o  we also  s hou ld w alk i n  
new ness of life. 

5 For if  we have been p lanted together in the 
likeness of his death, we s ha l l  be a lso  in the li keness of 
his resurrection: 

I Pet. 3:20b . . .  w hen once the long-s uffering of God 
waited i n  the days of Noah, w hile the ark w as a 
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preparing, w herein few, t hat is, eight sou ls were saved 
by water. 

21 The lik e  fig ure  w hereunto even bapt ism doth also 
now save us, (not t he putt ing away of t he fi lt h  of t he 
flesh, but the answer of a good co nscience toward God,) 
by t he resurrect io n of Jesus Chr ist :  

Memo ry Verse: Bur ied w it h  him in bapt ism, w herein  
also ye  are risen w ith  h im t hro ugh t he fa ith of t he 
oper at io n  of God, w ho hat h  r a ised him fro m  the 
dead. Co l .  2: 1 2  

Central Thought: Bapt ism is a test imo ny of pre­
paredness fo r death and co nfidence of being ra ised from 
t he dead in the l ikeness of Jesus Christ. 

Wo rd Definitio ns: Baptize-fro m t he Greek word, 
"Bapt izo "  wh ich means to dip, immer se, or complet ely  
submerge. Straitened-held together or  kept in sub­
ject io n. Jeopardy-undergo ing 
peri l. Figure-antitype, t hat w h ich corresponds or is a 
co unterpart; a representive of. 

LESSON BACKGR OU N D  

Let u s  remember t hat P a u l  i s  deal ing w it h  t he 
tho ught of the resurrect io n of t he dead. He has made it 
clear t hat if t here is no resurrect io n  of t he dead, Chr ist is 
not ra ised. B ut he states emphat ica l ly t hat Chr ist is 
r isen fro m  the dead, and t he fact t hat He is risen br ings 
promise to all w ho fo l low H im ,  of  shar ing in H is 
resurrected glory. He t hen ask s  t he q uest io n co ncern ing 
t hose w ho are baptized for t he dead. We w il l  miss the 
mark ent irely and fa i l  to receive t he impact of  his ear nest 
disco urse if we entert a in t he not io n that he is referr i ng to 
people being bapt ized in t he place of someo ne w ho is 
a lready dead. We step ent irely off t he scr iptura l  
platfor m of t he gospel to  even consider such a 
t ho ught .  So me have said t hat t here may have been 
people in t hat t ime engaged in such a pract ice, but w e  
have no substant ia l  proof of  t his. L et u s  discard t h is 
idea, and apply t he script ure  w it hin  its proper 
bo unds. He is ta lk ing to us co ncern ing o ur expect ancy 
of the resurrect io n. When a Chr ist ian  is bapt ized, he 
does so because he or she tr u ly bel ieves in t he 
resurrected Savio ur. This fait h  from t he heart del ivers 
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from the power of si n and bri ngs a true res urrection 
withi n. He is then a joi nt- hei r  with Christ, to s hare i n  
the g lorious res urrection.  I n  connection with this w e  
have referred to tw o different ti mes w hen Christ l abeled 
His sufferi ng and death as a baptism. Then we have 
a lso  brought i n  Paul 's statement concerni ng baptism to 
the Romans a nd what Peter said concerni ng Noah and 
the flood as a like figure to the p ri ncip le of baptis m. I 
wi l l  now q uote from w hat Adam Clarke had to say about 
this. "The sum of the apostle's meani ng appears to be 
this: If there be no res urrection of the dead, those w ho, 
i n  becomi ng C hristians, expos e themselves to all manner 
of p rivations ,  cross es, severe s ufferi ngs ,  and a violent 
death, can have no compensation, nor any m otive 
s ufficient to i nd uce them to expose themselves to s uch 
miseries. B ut as they receive baptism under the w ater, 
so they receive it as a n  emblem of the resurrection unto 
eternal li fe i n  comi ng up out of the w ater; thus they are 
baptized for the dead, i n  p erfect faith of the resurrection." 

-L. B usbee 
QU ESTION S :  

1. I n  w hat way was Christ's s ufferi ng and death called 
a baptis m? 2. Can you explai n the real meani ng of 
Christian baptism ? 3. Do you thi nk that bei ng baptized 
for som eone al ready dead w ould p rofit any­
thi ng? 4. Why were you baptized ? 5. How ca n we 
know that w e  wi ll share i n  Christ's res urrected glory? 

ADULTS AN D YOU N G  PEO PLE 'S COM M E NTS· 

When we are baptized into the Christi a n  faith it 
sig nifies that we are dead to si n and are res urrected to 
new ness of life i n  Christ. T his is referring to w hat we 
call scripturally "the first res urrection". B ut this is  not 
al l  that baptism refers to. B aptis m is also a testimony of 
hope and expectancy i n  the future res urrection of the 
body. In this way we are bei ng baptized for the dead, 
that is, we are bei ng baptized i n  hope that we wil l be 
resurrected from the state of death i nto immortality. It 
a lso introd uces the Christian to hards hip, · s uffering, 
persecution, and all sorts of troubl es i n  the fles h. We 
cast aside the spi rit of the world that is seeki ng pleas ure 
and security i n  this w orld . Our citi zenship is i n  
heaven. We seek here n o  conti nui ng ci ty, but rather we 
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seek one to come. B aptism symbol ized death to these 
vai n pursuits and confidence of someth ing far better 
beyond death and the grave. 

The attitude of many people is found in a statement 
made by Paul  in our Jesson that is a quotation from Isaiah 
22: 1 3. There the prophet tel ls what the people's 
thought is in the day when God desires men to be 
burdened and concerned about thei r  never dyi ng 
sou ls. Instead of mour n i ng and weeping "behold j oy 
and gladness, slaying ox en, and ki l l ing sheep, eati ng 
flesh and drinking wi ne: let us eat and drink; for 
tomorrow we shall  die". Such is the substance of what 
the carnal man says: 'We have but one life, so let us 
get all out of it that we can". B ut the chi ld of God thi nks 
thus: "I  have but one life, and I want to make my cal l ing 
and election sure so I ca n have assurance of J iving with 
Christ in  the resurrecti on". These people who rejected 
the truth of the resurrection were a l lowi ng evi l  
communications to corrupt thei r way of life. We must 
awake to righteousness and cease from si n .  I have so 
many times wondered what the Sadducees bel ieved in if  
they did not believe i n  a resurrection or  angel or 
spir it. But we rej oice to know that there wil l  be a 
resurrection when the creature shal l  be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption i nto the glorious liberty of the 
chi ldren of God. -L. B usbee 

FOOD FOR THO UGHT 

How important i t  i s  that we a re "rightly dividi ng the 
word of truth". 2 Ti m. 2:1 5. So many today teach and 
believe that there is vi rtue in  the water and that it is 
what takes away their si ns wh e n  they a re 
baptized. One person said  that Naaman had to dip i n  
the Jordan r iver i n  order to b e  hea led. The water saved 
him from leprosy. How sad is this belief and many are 
bei ng deceived. But dear ones, it is the act of 
obedience that bri ngs a blessing to us. Going down 
i nto the water and coming up out of it, is just a symbol of 
the death and resurrection of C hrist. Bei ng wil li ng to go 
down . into the water is a symbol of a separat ion from the 
world and a death to the thi.ngs of the devi l .  Comi ng up 
out of the water is a symbol of the resurrection of Christ 
and of our resurrection. 



Many take out of I Peter 3:20, " baptism doth also 
now save us", and separate it f ro m  the co ntext. It go es 
on to say that " not the putting away of the f les h" which 
are the s i ns, etc., but what is the act of baptis m? Notice 
the next phras e: "but the a nswer of a good co ns cience 
toward God". Jesus to ld H is disciples that " he that 
bel ieveth and is baptized s hal l  be saved" . A perso n can 
go dow n into the water a dry si nner and co me up a wet 
s inner. The water does n't change him. What does ? I t  
is bel ieving o n  the Lord Jesus Christ as ou r Saviou r f rom 
s i n  and bel ieving that He d ied to take ou r pu nis hment fo r 
ou r s ins that makes the change. -S is .  Mar ie  M i les 

CH ICKEN 

You ' re just pla in ch icken! Ever have someo ne yell 
that at you? T he nickname "chicken" is o ne of the most­
used s la ng express ions of the twentieth centu ry. 

In plai n ta lk, ch icken means coward! To teenagers, 
a chicken is a deb, do l l, or  daddy-a who is bugged up with 
fear. He is af raid to d ie, af raid to go a ll the way, af raid 
to fo l low the herd. They ca l l  you chicken if you won't 
smoke. You are ch icken - if you wo n't drink, and ch icken 
if you wo n't rock and ro l l  a nd swing with progress ive 
jazz. You are ch icken if you can't brag about your  
indu lgence in s hamefu l sex. Today a teenager who 
refuses to act l ike a heathen is co nsidered a goof er f rom 
outer space. 

Jails Full of Chickens 
Priso ns and refo rmato ries are overf lowing with teen­

agers who have been indicted fo r murder, assau lt and 
battery, drug addictio n, a nd immoral ity. Many of these 
teens boast, "At least, I 'm not chicken. "  

Al l  across Ar:ner ica, s hocked a nd heart-bro ken 
parents are as king their u nwed preg nant daughters, 
"Why did you do it?" T he foo l is h  answer: "I didn't 
want to be chicken." 

Ou r hig hways are overru n  with teen-age hot-rodders 
playing the chicken game. They race down the ro ad 
toward each other's car-and the f i rst  o ne to get off the 
white l ine is a ch icken. Du ring 1 959, in o ne state alo ne, 
mo re than 25 teen- agers died playing chicken. 

A real chicken is o ne who breaks down u nder 
press ure. One of thes e  days God is go i ng to put o n  the 
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press ure. He is go ing to see how big and brave and 
smart teen-agers wil l  act then. The Bible says, " It is 
appointed unto man o nce to die, but after th is th e 
judgment!" Every teen-ag er wil l  stand before a lmig hty 
God o n  the judg ment day .  This wi l l  be real press ure. A 
lot of fel lows and g irls who aren't chicken o n  eart h wil l  
rea l ly b e  chicken when they stand before God! 

The end of time is almost here. Everybody is talk ing 
abo ut it. Everybody feels so meth ing wo rldshattering is 
abo ut to happen. It is go ing to be worse than a hy­
drogen war. It wil l  be wo rse than floods, earthq uakes, 
famines, or other ca lamities .  

God is warn ing people everywhere that the end of 
time is near. Communistic leaders are g etting ready to 
pus h the launching butto ns that wil l  f i l l  the skies with 
miss iles .  Ch ina is getting ready to march with its 
mi l lio ns . Afr ica is shaking itself from s leep l ike a mig hty 
g iant. So uth A merica is rumbling like a g iant. C rime, 
del inq uency, drug addictio n, s ex, hate, and fear are 
spreading aro u nd the wo rld l ike a cancer. Fear is 
caus i ng heart attacks aro und the world. The B ible says, 
"Wh en yo u see these things beg in  to co me to pass, then 
loo k up . . .  fo r your redemptio n draweth nigh". Jes us is 
co ming soo n. 

Fun Wil l  Turn To Horror 

Go ahead. K eep on s inning- rock and ro l l, smo ke, 
drink, swear, play with sex ,  act big and brave, act l ike yo u 
do n't need Jesus; act l ike everything is go ing to be a l l  
right, but don't you forget that one day soon you wil l  
have to look into the face of  Jesus! One day yo ur fun 
wi l l  turn into terro r! "Today i f  ye wi l l  hear  h is vo ice, 
harden not yo ur hearts . .. Heb. 3: 1 5. " If  we cc..nfess 
our s ins, he is fa ithful and just  to fo rg ive us o u r  s i ns ." 
I Jo hn 1 :9. -Sel. 
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J u ly 20, 1 975 

H OW AR E TH E D EAD RAIS ED? 

I Cor. 1 5:35-49 

I Cor. 1 5:35 But some man wil l  say, How are the 
dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
q uickened, except it d ie: 

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that sha l l  be, but bare gra in, it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other grain: 

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased h im, 
and to every seed his own body. 

39 All  flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one 
kind of flesh of men, a nother flesh of beasts, a nother of 
fishes, and another of birds. 

40 There are also celestial  bodies, and bodies 
terrestrial: but the glory of the celestia l  is one, a nd the 
glory of the terrestrial is a nother. 

41 There is one g lory of the sun, and another g lory of 
the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star 
d iffereth from another star in g lory. 

42 So a lso is the resu rrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruption, it is raised in incorruption: 

43 It is sown in d ishonor, it is ra ised in glory: it is 
sown in weakness, it is ra ised in  power: 

44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spi ritua l 
body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body. 

45 And so it is wri tten, T he first man Adam was 
made a l iving soul; the last Adam was made a q u ickening 
spirit. 

46 Howbeit that was not fi rst which is spiritual, but 
that which is natural; and afterward that which is 
spiritual .  

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second 
man is the Lord from heaven. 

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy: and as is the heaven ly, such are they a lso that 
are heavenly. 

49 And as we have born e  the image of the earthy, we 
shal l  a lso bear the image of the heavenly. 
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Memory Verse: And t hough after my skin worms 
destroy th is body, yet in my flesh sha l l  I see God: Job 
19:26. 

Central Thought: This present morta l  body sha l l  be 
q u ickened by the power of God to come forth a spi ritua l 
body that  wil l  a bide in eternity. 

Word Defi nitions: t errestrial-of the ea rth; morta l; 
physica l .  Celestial-above the sky; heavenly (Greek). 

LESSON BACKG ROUND 

Pau l  asked Agrippa,  "Why should it be thought a 
th ing incredible with you that  God shou ld ra ise the 
dead?" Also when he preached the gospel on Ma rs H i l l  
in Athens some mocked when they heard o f  the 
resurrection of t he dead. In our modern istic day when it 
comes to facing this matter of the resurrect ion, very few 
rea l ly bel ieve it, beca use it sounds incredible or 
impossible. But in our lesson, Pa u l  opens up the 
foundat ion truth of the Christia n fa ith in a very simple 
a nd practica l  ma nner. There has a lways been a nd no 
doubt a lways wil l  be the skept ic a nd t he scorner-the 
one who ra ises a doubt a nd who q uestions div ine 
a ut hority. But there is a n  a nswer to a l l  t h ings and it l ies 
many times in th ings right at our feet. -L .  Busbee 

QUESTIONS: 

I . I n  what way is  the resurrection typified by the 
sprouting of gra i n? 2. How ma ny d ifferent k inds of 
flesh did he mention? Is it not true that  each is different 
in text ure, taste, a nd composition? 3. Why did he 
ment ion this in rega rds to the resurrection? 4. Who is 
the last Adam a nd how is  He made a q u ickening 
spirit? 5. To what form of l ife wil l  the dead be ra ised? 

ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S C O M MENTS 

After being a ssured that there wi l l  be a resurrection, 
we now focus our attention on some thoughts 
concerning the nature of t he resurrect ion a nd just how it 
wi l l  be. There is a lways a q uestion to be ra ised in 
regard to divine matters. N icodemus a sked Jesus upon 
hea ring how we must be born aga in: "How ca n these 
things be?" And we find t ha t  it is very d ifficult a nd 

( 1 3) 



almost impossible to satisfy a do ubtful  m ind concer n ing 
divine matters unless there is a wi l l ingness to accept in 
simp le faith what God has pro mised, and that it wi l l  
co me to pass. B ut st i l l, if we wil l  earnestly look into 
these things we can find a very logica l, so und 
exp lanation for every a ct of God's love. Jes us l ik ened 
the new birth to Nicodemus as the movement of the 
wind. And here in o ur lesson he co mpar es the 
resurrection of the dead with the spr inging forth of that 
which is sown in t he ground such as wheat or other 
grains. Th is is a natura l and very much accepted 
procedure of l ife. The resurrection wi l l  be just as s imp le 
as that. The p lant that co mes forth has a body that  is 
given fro m God as it p leased H i m. He sa id that God 
g ives to every seed his own body. The d ifferent k inds of 
flesh, and the d ifferen t  k inds of bodies a bove and be low, 
each with a g lory a l l  of its own, are used to show that 
there is a different g lory that  wi l l  be assumed in the 
resurrection . Figuratively speak i ng, the body beco mes 
the seed that is sown in the ground. It is sown in 
corruptio n, d ishonor, weakness, a nd a s  a natura l  body, 
but it is raised i n  incorr uption, g lory, power, and as a 
sp iritual body. Just as sure as we are now i n  earthly 
form, so sha l l  we be in heavenly for m  if we are Chr ist's 
at H is com ing. Here  in the f lesh we bear the image of 
Adam, but in o ur hearts we bear the image of Chr ist. At 
H is coming we sha l l  be cha nged from the earthly image 
of Adam to the heaven ly image of Chr ist. O h, what a 
g lor ious hop e this is as a n  anchor of o ur so ul. 

-l. B usbee 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

We are serving a God of m iracles. Many try to 
figure out how God is go ing to do some things but 
m iracles are not figured out. They j ust co me to 
pass. Some might q uestio n just how we are ra ised from 
the dead. But if we look aro und us a t  the miracles of 
nature, wh ich are ordained of God, we co u ld i n  one 
sense under stand how we wil l  be r a ised from the 
dead. The com mon butterfly emerges from the cocoon, 
which is a m iracle. 

Think of the mir acle of the dragonfly. The female 
dragonfly often drops her eggs from the a ir into the 
water or inside of a water p la nt. T he yo ung dragonfly is 
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called a nymph. It hatches from the egg i n  5 to 1 5  
days. It has a th ick body, big head and mouth, and no 
wings. It breathes by means of gi l ls. The dragonfly 
nymph wil l  l ive in the water from one to five years, 
eating small insects, fish, etc. While developing into an 
adult dragonfly, it wi l l  shed its sk in about 1 2  t imes. For 
its final molt, the nymph leaves the water and cl imbs up 
onto a reed or rock a nd emerges with wings, with which 
to fly. This is truly a miracle. Dragonfl ies are some­
times ca lled snake doctors, devi l 's  darni ng needles, or 
mule ki l lers. 

When we think of these things and the mi racles that 
God performs through His creatures, we can tru ly bel ieve 
in a resurrection of our bodies. -M. M iles 

ROCK OF AGES 

An i l l iterate young lay preacher started a series of 
meetings in a barn near Dubl i n, I reland, one n ight many 
years ago. It was a d iscouraging meeting-so m uch that 
the preacher closed the series right then and there and 
moved on to more fru itful  fields. On ly a handful of 
vi l lagers came, and interest was at low ebb. True, a 
young boy did come forward in response to the invitation, 
but no one seemed impressed. Why, that was only 
Gus! Certain ly G us would never set the world on fire. 

Wel l, "G us" d id not set the world on fi re. H e  
became a leading minister. He wrote a number of books 
on pol emics, but they have long since been extinct. He  
preached thousands of sermons. They are forgot­
ten. He wrote one hundred thirty-three hymns. They 
too, have not survived the years. Perhaps I had better 
amend that last statement. O ne hundred thirty-two o� 
them have not survived the years. 

No, G us did not set the world on fi re. You see, he 
died when he was only thirty-eight. We do not know 
how much he would have been able to do had he J ived 
longer . •  As it was, he i nfluenced only-wel l, off- hand, I 
would say a few mil l ion. Maybe I am not doing him 
j ustice, but that is just a guess. 

B ut I should not be ca l l ing h im Gus any more. He 
had a much more d ign ified n·ame. I f  you want to know 
his full name, you can pi ck up a hy mnal and you wi l l  find 
Gus's name somewhere. You wil l  f ind it just above or 
below the hymn that is said to be "the best-known, best-
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loved, most widely used hymn ever wr itten"-Rock of 
Ages. 

Fr om the smoke and din of many battlefields, from 
the sorrow and suffer ing of cou ntless sickbeds, from the 
heights and depths of blessed exper iences have come 
stor ies of strength, comfort and joy der ived from the Rock 
of Ages. 

Maybe you cou ld not say that G us "set the wor ld on 
fire," but he-Augustus Montague Top lady, has touched 
more peop le than many a poet, scholar, ki ng, or preacher 
of history. 

Tradit ion te lls us that Top lady wrote ·the hym n whi le 
taki ng shelter in a cave dur i ng a violent thunder­
stor m. T hat rock, located near Br istol, E ngland, at 
Burr ington Coombs, is the center of an a nnual 
ce lebration on November 4, Top lady' s  bir thday. 

The Scr iptural basis of the hy mn may be found i n  the 
cleft of the rock of Exodus 33:22; the interpretation of the 
rock, I Cor. 1 0:4, and the story of the cr ucifix ion, John 
19:34. 

While I Draw This Fleeting B reath 

In the E ngland of many years ago, mine accidents 
were q u ite a freq uent occurrence. After one such 
accident, it was reported that a number of m iners were 
trapped in one of the shafts. After two days of 
searching, the rescuer s heard the first signs of 
l ife. Hopefully they asked if a nyone was there. "Yes, " 
came the fa int rep ly, " but I am trapped. My feet are 
cr ushed under a rock." "I s anyone else with you?" was 
the next inq u iry. "Yes, Jesus is with me. I first came 
to know Hi m through a hymn my mother ' taught 
me." Then through the darkness came a trembl i ng 
vo ice s i ng i ng, "W h i l e I dr aw th is  f leet i ng 
breath." These were his last words, for shortly after, 
his rescuers  found him. There was a sm i le on his face 
for he had gone to be with the One who had been h is 
Rock for so long. 

When Mine Eyel ids Close I n  Death 

If you had been with those Ar menian C hr istians who 
escaped the massacre in C onstantinop le in 1 866, you 
cou ld have heard the words of this same song float 
across the Bay of B iscay as the doomed passenger s  of 
the sink i ng ship sang in un ison as the ship went down. 
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I wonder which song you would choose, faced with 
disappointment, tragedy, or death. Wou ld it be the 
flippant ditty of a pop song, or wou ld it be-wel l, p erhaps, 
"Rock of Ages'? I wonder! -Sel. · 

-------0-------

July 27, 1975 

ATTAINING U NTO THE RES U R RECTIO N  

Job 1 4: 1 3, 15; Phil. 3:10, 11; I Cor. 15:50-58 

Job 1 4: 1 3  Oh that thou wouldest h ide me in the 
grave, that thou wou ldest keep me secret, unti l thy wrath 
be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and 
remember mel 

1 5  Thou shalt ca l l, and I wi l l  answer thee: thou wi lt 
have a desi re to the work of thin e  hands. 

Phil .  3 : 1 0  That I may know him, and the power of h is 
resurrection, and the fel lowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto h is death, 

1 1  If by any means I might atta in unto the 
resurrection of the dead. 

I Cor. 1 5:50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot in herit the kingdom of God; n e ither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption. 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shal l  not al l  
sleep, but we shal l  a l l  be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkl ing of an eye, at the last 
trump :  for the trumpet sha l l  sound, and the dead shal l  
be raised incorruptible, and we sha l l  be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must p ut on incorruption, and 
th is mortal must p ut on immortal ity. 

54 So when this corruptible shal l  have p ut on 
incorruption, and this mortal sha l l  have p ut on 
immorta l ity, then sha l l  be bro� ht to p ass the saying that 
is  written, Death is swal lowed up in victory. 

55 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is 
thy victory? 

56 The sting of death is s in; and the strength of sin is 
the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, wh ich giveth us the victory 
through our L ord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the L ord, 
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forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain i n  the 
Lord .  

Mem ory Ver se: B ut God wi l l  redeem my so u l  from 
the power of the gr ave: for he shall receive 
me. Selah. Psalms 49:15 

Central Thought: Seei ng that the dead are going to 
be raised, let us strive to be fa ithfu l a nd fo l low C hrist, so 
that we can atta in  to that g lorious resurrection. 

Word Definition: twinkling of an eye-a sudden 
i nstant. Attain-to reach; arrive at, or co me to. 

LESSON BACKG R O U N D  

After establishing the  t ruth that there wi l l  be  a 
resurrection and after g iving insig ht to the nature of the 
resurrection, we now view a foresig ht of the resurrect ion 
itself. A face to face view of this overwhelming scene 
chal lenges us with determination to p u rsue t he holy 
course that only leads to it, and comforts and encourages 
us in the C hristian fig ht, knowing that such a reward is 
sure and steadfast to the fa ithfu l. From the book of Job 
we have inserted a p art  of his t reatise on the death of 
man and faith in a future resurrection. When a l l  else 
crumbled around Job, it was time, in his steadfastness, 
to reach out for the hope of a resurrection. T hen we 
have also referred to part  of the statement of Pau l  
concerni ng h is laying hold of C hrist. He soug ht to ga in, 
know, and fel lowsh ip C hr ist so that He co u ld attain to 
what Christ saved him fo r. May God help us to catch 
the heavenly vision and press toward its mark. 

QU ESTIONS : 
-L. B us bee 

I .  Why cannot fles h  a nd blood i nher it the kingd om of 
God? 2. What is meant by 'We shal l  not al l sleep,  but 
we shall a l l  be changed"? 3. Is it p ossible that we co u ld 
fa i l  to atta in to the resurrection of the dead? 4. What 
is the s ure route to atta in ing it? 5. What is the sting of 
death? What is the strength of sin? What is the victory 
of the grave? Who is goi ng to get the victory? 

ADU LTS AND YOU NG PEOPLE'S COMMENTS 

The go al of the C h ristian is to attai n unto t he 
resurrection of the dead. T h is can only be accomp lished 
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by laying hold on Christ, know i ng and learn ing of Him, 
possessing His righteousness, know i ng and experienci ng 
the power of H is resurrection i n  our hearts and l ives, and 
fe llowshippi ng H is suffer ing, as well  as bei ng a fol lower 
of H is ex amp le. One cannot attai n  to a goa l without 
pursu ing the course that leads to that goa l. S ince Ch rist 
is the first-fruit of the re·surrection, a l l  who wou ld share 
in that resurrection must needs bear the same fruit that 
He bore. Now this is our cha l lenge as chi ldren of 
God. We have a course to p ursue and a goal to attain. 

Th is great resurrection day w i l l  soon unfold in all of 
its real ity. Stop and ponder what it w i l l  mean. " I n  a 
moment, in the tw i nkling of an eye" the trumpet shall  
sound and the dead shal l  be ra ised i ncorrupt ible. This is 
yet in  the future. It w i l l  be too late then to pursue the 
mark. We w i l l  have reached our mark w hatever it may 
be. If we have earnestly striven and sought to fol low 
the Lord, our reward w i l l  be to appear i n  glory w ith 
Him. But now is the time that we must work out our 
salvation w ith fear and trembl ing. Now is the time to 
make our ca l l ing and election sure. 

It was Job's longing for the Lord to remember 
him. Note the language of those scriptures! " H ide me 
in the grave . . . .  u nti l  thy w rath be p ast" . "Appoint me 
a set time, and remember me". This should be the 
prayer and desire or our hearts also. Death is ahead, 
that barrier that we cannot get around. Th e grave w i ll 
house al l  our morta l substance. Have w e  p ursued the 
mark so th at we can be counted worthy of triump hing 
over the grave by the power of God? -L. Busbee 

FOOD FOR THOUG HT 

What a g lorious scene that w i l l  be w hen the " last 
trump" sounds and the dead in Christ arise from the 
grave. It w i l l  happen " i n  a moment". It w i l l  not take 
years to happen but wi l l  happen al l  at once. There are 
so many theories about the resurrection, but dear ones, it 
w i l l  happen in the end of time. Just as we are w hen the 
last trump sounds, so we wi l l  stand before God at the 
judgment. The Apostle Pau l  says, "I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the L ord Jesus Christ, w ho 
shal l  judge the q u ick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom;" 2 Tim. 4: 1 .  Notice he says "at h is 
appearing." The judgment w i l l  take p lace "at h is  
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appearing." How important it is t hat we are ready to 
meet our Lord and Saviour when He appear s. If death 
overtakes us before "his appear ing, " we w111 be found at 
t he judgment just as it has overt aken us. Surely we 
need to search t he Word and keep ourselves ready for we 
know not t he day or hour when t he S on of Man wi l l  
come. -M. M iles 

A SPECIAL OFFER 

"In my Father's house are many mansions, if it  were 
not so I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for 
you." 

The other day a salesman came to  my door to  tell me 
how to purchase a space in a lovely new cemetery at two­
t h irds t he regular cost . He was very enthus iast ic about 
the place and t he l ibera l  offer being made. He showed 
me a picture of it and told me al l  about how it was 
planned as a garden, two gardens in fact. Truly it was 
beaut ifu l and I was much impressed with it . 

He told of t he excel lent care to be g iven it-how no 
one would be al lowed to walk on t he graves, no water 
cou ld get into t he graves and no t ravelers cou ld eat picn ic 
lunches, using the marble markers for tables-how al l  
these t hings would just ify t hem in  charg ing much more 
than t hey charged in t he less attr act ive cemeter ies. 

He sa id we should make t h is preparat ion before 
deat h comes. Wel l, it seemed t hat many were doing so, 
but many of t hese same people make no provision for t he 
sou l and t he hereaft er, yet we are totd i n  God's Word 
that it is appointed unto  man once to die and aft er t hat 
the judgment, and that we must g ive an account of t he 
deeds done in t he body. The B ible says t hat today is t he 
day of salvat ion, a nd that t here is no chance to get ready 
after deat h. 0 h, how we need to be concerned about 
our own salvat ion, and t he sa lvat ion of our loved ones, 
fr iends, neighbors, and t he world. 

The salesman went from door to door, urgi ng people 
to take advantage of t he special offer being made-only 
two-t hirds the regular  cost . Should not Christ ians go 
from door to door tel l ing a l l  who wi l l  l isten of t he special 
offer of salvat ion which doesn't cost one cent to us? It 's 
free to us only because Jesus, t he L ord of lords, K i ng of 
kings, the blessed Son of God, pa id the great price. He 
suffered untold agony a nd died t he awful deat h on the 
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cross that we might have salvation fu l l  and free, joy and 
peace and victory in this l ife and a home in Heaven 
in al l  etern ity. 

I shal l  n ever forget the picture he showed. It was 
very beautifu l. Now, we can't show people a picture of 
heaven, but Paul, the apostle, tells us that eye hath n ot 
seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart 
of man the things wh ich God hath prepared for those 
that love Him. 

"In a moment, in the twi nkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shal l sound, and the dead sha l l  
be raised incorruptible. and we shal l  be changed." -Sel.  

-------o-------

Aug. 3, 1975 

"LET EVERYONE OF YOU" GIVE 

I Cor. 16:  1-4; Deut . 16:17; Luke 21 :1 -4 
I Chron . 29:9; M att. 1 O:Sb; M att. 6 :1 

Cor. 16:1 Now concern ing the co l lect ion for· the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 
even so do ye. 

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gather ings when I com�. 

3 And when· I come, whomsoever ye shal l  approve by 
your letters. them wi l l  I send to bring your  l iberal ity unto 
Jerusalem. 

4 And if it be meet that I go a lso, they shal l go with 
me. 

Deut. 16:17 Every man sha l l  give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord thy God which he 
hath given thee. 

Luke 21 : 1 And he looked up, and saw the rich men 
casting their gifts into the treasury. 

2 And he saw also a certa in poor widow casting in 
th ither two mites. 

3 And he sa id, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor 
widow hath cast in more than they al l: 

4 For al l  these have of the ir abundance cast in unto 
the offerings of God: but she of her pen ury hath cast in 
al l  the l iving that she had. 

L uke 6:38 G ive, and it sha l l  be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
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running over, shal l  men g ive i nto your  bosom. For wit h 
t he same measure t hat ye mete wit ha l  it sha l l  be 
measured to you again. 

I Chron. 29:9 T hen t he people rejoiced, for t hat they 
offered wil l ing ly, because wit h perfect heart t hey offered 
wil l ing ly to t he Lord: and David t he k ing a lso rejoiced 
with great joy. 

Matt . 1 0:8b . . . Freely ye have received, freely g ive. 
Matt . 6: 1 Take heed t hat ye do not you r  a lms before 

men, to be seen of them: ot herwise ye have no reward 
of your Fat her which is in heaven. 

Memory Verse: He t hat givet h  unto  t he poor sha l l  
not lack: but he t hat hidet h  his eyes sha l l  have many a 
curse. Prov. 28:27 . 

Central Thought: The whole Ch urch is to g ive 
liberal ly a nd regu larly, according to how t he Lord has 
prospered each one. 

Word Definition: Prospered means "to succeed; 
thrive; flourish. " . 

LESSON BACKG R O U N D  

The sa ints at Jerusa lem were mist reated by  t heir 
countrymen because of t he ir  love for Christ .  Their 
goods were taken from t hem, etc. (Heb.  1 0:34). The 
Apost le Paul  taught t hat it was t he duty of ot her 
congregat ions to help another when in d ist ress. (Rom 
1 5:26). As they did t h is, it was g iving as unto  t he Lord. 

It was a regular custom for t he Jews to make t heir 
col lect ions on t he Sabbat h day. The sa int s  did not meet 
toget her on the Sabbat h day, but on t he "fi rst day of t he 
week," which is Sunday. T h is is t he day kept in 
memorial, even unto t h is day, of t he resurrect ion of 
Jesus Christ .  

I t  seems t hat some of  t he Corint h ian Church had 
written a letter to Pau l, t hat certa in ones took t he 
offering to Jerusalem to t he poor saints. Pau l  seemed to 
be saying t hat he approved of t hose whom t hey had 
written about . 

The principle of g iving is taught in bot h the o ld and 
new Testament. -M .  M i les 
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QUESTIONS:  

1 .  Who was giving to the poor saints at Jerusa lem and 
w ho was ordering it to be done? 2. Tell about Jesus 
watch ing the poor and rich putting in thei r  mon ey and 
w hat H is comments w ere. 3. How shou ld we feel 
about our giving? 4. When are we to give and to 
w hom do we give? 5. How shou ld our offerings be 
taken up? 

ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S COMMENTS 

It is often sa id that "you can 't outgive God". What a 
blessing it is to be able to give to those w ho have needs 
and to those w ho are busy for the L ord. "Give and it  
shal l  be given unto you."  This  is surely true. There are 
many ways to give, but today, our lesson is  main ly on 
giving money. It takes money to buy the necessary 
things of l ife. You have to have money for places to 
stay, uti l ities. etc. We are instructed to give. I wi l l  
never forget w hen I received w ord in 1 954 that my dear 
mother had taken her bed and was n ot expected to 
l ive. I was over 1 500 mi les aw ay and I wanted to go to 
her bedside. The saints gave me an offering to pay my 
fare on the train . I wi l l  n ever forget w hat that meant to 
me and how I did appreciate it. Even as I w rite about it 
now,  I pray God to bless each one w ho had a part in that 
wonderful deed. It has now been over tw enty years ago, 
but it wi l l  never be forgotten . I could relate many times 
w hen others gave to me w hen I had a need. I cou ld a lso 
relate many instances w hen I received such a blessing 
from giving. One dear w oman came in the office and 
was talking to me. It seemed I sensed a need and felt 
impressed to give her five dol lars. When I gave it, she 
was so happy and let me know she had needed 
food. The Lord surely did fu lfi l l  His Word. I was g iven 
five dol lars very soon after that. I have had a number of 
similar experiences. Even if I had not been given to, I 
know I would n ever have lost, as God took note. 

Let us n otice the words, "concern ing the col lection 
for the saints," and our manner of giving, or taking free­
wi l l  offerings. We also wan t  to notice that Jesus sat by 
and w atched everyone putting their offerings in the 
treasury. We must come to the conclusion that there is 
a way to take up a collection . Fi rst, we want it to be a 

(23) 



"free-will" offer ing as is mentioned i n  our lesson. T hat 
means it is to be given wit h a perfectly free wi ll .  When 
a plate is passed, it makes one feel duty bound to give, or 
embarrassed if not able to. B ut when a p erson is g iven 
a chance to freely walk up to a box, or to a cert a in p lace, 
and p ut in  what they want to, it is a "free-wil l" offer ing. 

There also must be a time element in do ing th is. I t  
is better to do i t  a t  the first par t  of a service. Many 
times, if done before a message, it breaks into the sp ir it 
of the meeting. If  it is done at the last, it m ight break 
into an a lt ar ca l l. A p erson surely needs to seek the 
Lord for the prop er time for an offer ing to be taken. 

The work of the Lord suffer s because of many fa i l ing 
to do their duty. We must obey the Word of God on 
al l  points, if we wou ld prosper in our souls. When we 
give we want to take our hands off of the offer ing. T he 
person who receives is responsible then. If he does not 
use it proper ly, you will not be held to account. You 
already have la id up your treasure  in heaven if you have 
given it " as unto the L ord. " When we watch a nd see 
how it is used, we are not givi ng it "as u nto the 
Lord. " Now this doesn't mean in certa in business 
deal ings, such as taking care of the chapel bu ilding, etc., 
where  we all are to have a say. T h is, of course, must be 
done in a peaceful manner. -M. M iles 

FOO D FOR THO U GHT 

The B ible teaching concer n ing the holy pract ice of 
giving has been proven tr ue and unerr ing by those who 
have exercised themselves ther ein .  I have been 
impressed with a story that clearly i l l ustr ates what 
practical g iving will do for a person. T here was a man 
who was very r ich but also very selfish and 
wretched. I n  the depths of his despair he decided to 
end al l  of h is misery by going and jump i ng i nto the 
r iver. As he prepared to go, he happened to t h ink of the 
wealth that he would leave behind and how that it would 
not do him any good. He t hought that per haps he would 
see to it that his fellowmen cou ld get a hold on it and use 
it. So he decided to take a large amount along with him 
and pass it to those whom he would meet on h is way to 
the r iver . Thus he did. R ight and left, he began to pass 
out his money to the men a nd women on the 
street. Doubtless to say, he saw many happy sm iles and 
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heard many grateful words that day. It had its 
effect. By the time he had arrived at the r iver, his heart 
was fi l led with a strange and n ew happiness, so that he 
cou ld not bring himself to take his life. -L. B usbee 

TH E BIGGEST GAM BLER IN TOWN 

In spite of law, the United States is the gambl ingest 
nation that ever existed. About 50 mi l li on adults and a 
great n umber of m inors indu lge in some for m of 
gambling in the U .  S .  C lose to $30 bi l l ion is  bet each 
year . A bi l lion dol lars  per year is gambled away in the 
n umbers racket, and another bi l lion in slot machines. 
Ten bi l l ion dol lars a year is bet in horse r acing. 

In roulette, ch uck-a- luck, or dice, the house is  set to 
make from $50 to $ 1 50 an hour .  S lot machines return 
about twenty cents out of each dol lar. S ix ty mi l l ion 
decks of cards are sold each year . Yet, you can 't win . 

From the Bible we learn that Judas bartered for 
th irty pi eces of si lver to betray Christ into the hands of 
H is enemies. Judas possibly believed that Chr ist wou ld 
escape, or bypass the cross; but Chr ist died on the cross, 
and Judas hanged hi mself when he saw the cri me he 
had committed. Judas gambled and lost. 

The Lord warns us many times about the danger of 
putting materia l  things ahead of spir itual, unti l  we have 
wasted our life away, and the soul is lost eterna l ly. 

Today, many homes are poor, fam i l ies i l l- clothed, 
and many chi ldren hungry  because of gambling. Dad 
buys a few ball  tickets at the shop, or stops at a gambling 
hal l  on the way home, and the pay check i s  soon too 
smal l  to meet the needs of the fami ly. One day, God i s  
going t o  ask for an account of a l l  this. 

Who Is The Biggest Gambler In Town? 

It isn't the man who stands behind the counter, or 
the wheel in a gambling house. He knows the house i s  
set to win; s o  h e  i s  not gambling. With hi m, i t  is  a sure 
th ing. Nor it it the man who wastes hi s earnings there, 
waiting for the break that never comes. The biggest 
gambler in town is the man who gambles with his 
greatest possession- his soull You may lose money 
and earthly possessions and regain them through work 
during this  l ife; but, if you neglect your soul's  sa lvation 
and go out into eternity unsaved, you have gambled and 
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lost for eternity! Don't gamble- time may be short-be 
safed today! 

11 "For what is a man profited, if he sha l l  ga in the 
.hole world, and lose his own sou l? or what wi l l  a man 

. .J§"ive in exchange for his sou l" (Matthew 1 6:26)7 
"Bel ieve on the L ord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

saved, and thy house" (Acts 1 6:31  ). -8. Cummons 
-------0-------

Aug. 10. 1975 

FOES AND FRI ENDS 

I Cor. 1 6: 5- 1 4; 2 T im. 4:14-18 

I Cor. 1 6:5 Now I wi l l  come unto you, when I shal l 
pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through 
Macedonia. 

6 And it may be t hat I wi l l  abide, yea, and winter with 
you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I 
go. 

7 For I wi I I  not see you now by the way; but I trust to 
tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. 

8 But I wi l l  tarry at Ep hesus unti l  Pentecost. 
9 For a great door a nd effectual is opened unto me, 

and there are many adversaries. 
1 0  Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with 

you without fear: for he worketh the work of the L ord, 
as I also do. 

1 1  Let no man therefore desp ise him: but conduct 
him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I 
look for him with the brethren. 

1 2  As touching our brother Apol los, I greatly desired 
him to come unto you with the brethren: but his wi l l  
was not a t  a l l  t o  come a t  this t ime; but h e  w i l l  come 
when he shal l  have convenient time. 

1 3  Watch ye, stand fast in the fa ith, q u it you l ike 
men, be strong. 

1 4  Let a l l  your things be done with charity. 
2 Tim. 4: 1 4  Alex ander (Acts 19:33) the coppersmith 

did me much evi l: the Lord reward him accord ing to his 
works: 

1 5  Of whom be thou ware also: for he hath greatly 
withstood our words. 
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1 6 At my first answer no man stood wit h me, but a l l  
men forsook me: I pray God t hat it may not be Ia id t o  
t heir charge. 

1 7  Notwit hstanding t he Lord stood wit h me, and 
st rengthened me; t hat by me t he preaching might be fu l ly 
known, and t hat a l l  t he Gent i les might hear: and I was 
del ivered out of t he mout h  of the l ion. 

1 8  And t he L ord sha l l  del iver me from every evi l 
work, and wi l l  preserve me unto h is  heavenly k ing­
dom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen 

Memory Verse: All t he brethren greet you. Greet ye 
one anot her with an holy kiss. I Cor. 1 6:20. 

Central Thought: God rules and we must submit to  
t he Master of each of  our  l ives. He  opens doors and 
closes doors. He sends friends and permits foes to 
oppose. We must be stedfast, wat chfu l a nd st rong for 
t he Lord. 

LESSON BACKGR O U N D  

When we read these verses of t he Apost le Pau l, let 
us not ice the three cont rast s  in words, "I wi l l, "  . . . "I do" 
(verse 5). "I wi l l  not "  (verse 7), "It may be" (verse 6), "I 
trust ,"  and "If t he Lord permit " (verse 7). Not ice t hat 
two minds, two wi l ls, are working toget her in  t he 
ordering of Pau l's l ife. We read in t he B ible about Goq 
working behind t he scene in t he l ives of people and 
nat ions. We read of H im act ively interposing in the ir  
l ives. Today, God is st i l l  working, and we need to look 
for H im and see Him in t he l ives of people and 
nat ions. God's supreme purpose in every l ife, and in 
every nat ion. is to bring them to t he rea l izat ion t hat they 
are responsible to H im. 

Not ice t hat Pau l  is seeking to st ay i n  t he order of 
God. Pau l  knows that God is supreme. He knows t hat 
God ru les each l ife and has t he last say about each 
l ife. Alt hough man may refuse to take God's  counsel, 
he cannot shut H im out of His  work. Man's work wi l l  go 
only as far as G od permits and if God wi l ls, man's whole 
plan wi l l  col lapse to utter r uin. We read t hat 
"Napoleon's fa l l  dated from the day when, on his way to 
Moscow, he turned away from t he fa it hful remonstrance 
of good Queen Louise of Prussia with h is bold defiance of 
God: 'Madam, I propose a nd I dispose!" '  
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I n  al l  humi l ity we must bow before t hat higher wi l l, 
our God, and let Him lead, r u le, govern a nd cont rol our 
l ives or we wil l  come to utter r u in.  "Commit thy works 
unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be 
established." Prov. 1 6:3.  -M. M i les 

ADULTS AND YOU N G  PEOPLE'S COMMENTS 

Each of us are weavi ng hist ory on t he ioom of 
t ime. Day by day our l ives are, seemi ng ly, ordered by 
our own wi l l  and desires. However, if we t urn the loom 
over, we see God is working out His own desig n; but with 
a different color a nd character. God is permitting and 
God is ordering. Happy is the person who rea l izes that 
t hey must submit to the plan of God in l ife and then al l  
wil l  work for t heir own good and for t he good of ot hers in  
life. Pau l  sa id in  our lesson that he would "tarry a 
while with you, (Cor inth ians) if t he Lord permit. " (verse 
71 Pau l  proposed his plan but God disposed of t hat plan, 
since Pau l  was submissive. Doors were opened for him 
and closed.. He was very sensitive to the leadings of the 
Lord. When he knew defin itely t hat God was leading, 
then he d id not al low t he adversar ies to hinder his work 
or courage. He faced it wit h confidence in the God 
whom he served. 

God leads us defin itely and when we meet 
obst ructions, we are not discouraged, because we know 
that God wil l  take care of each obstruction. We ca n say 
with Pau l, "notwithstanding t he Lord stood wit h me, and 
st rengt hened me. " Praise God for that fa ith we have in 
H im. We know t hat ' 't he Lord sha l l  del iver me from 
every evi l  work, and wi l l  preserve me unt o  his heavenly 
kingdom." (verse 1 8) 

Let us also notice how t he Apostle Paul  speaks of 
Timot hy. It seems t hat Pau l  rea l izes Timot hy's t im idity 
and youth might h inder him. Paul  has considered 
Timothy as "his son " in the gospel, but in the work and 
before God, t hey are eq uals. Pau l  says that Timot hy 
"worketh the work of t he Lord. even as I do". He did not 
want to cr ush that tender, young spirit of Timot hy, nor 
see it cr ushed. He helped to prepare the way before h is 
fr iend. 

Let us not ice what he says about Apol los. He 
seems to have a mind of his own and did not need Paul's  
help. Pau l  bowed to  the wi l l  a nd judgment of 
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Apol los. We also notice the confidence that Pau l  has in 
Apol los. Surely Pau l was a wise master-bui lder before 
Apol los began to learn from Aq u i la and Pri sci l la the 
rudiments of the gospel, yet he respec;:ted Apollos' desire 
and wavers his own "great desire ".  

Neither friend or foe can keep us from doing God's 
wi l l  and bei ng in H is order. -M .  Mi les 

FOOD FOR TH OUG HT 

In every phase of life is found the presence of friends 
and foes. Friends are enjoyed and appreciated whi le 
foes we are made aware of and guard against. Friends 
are to l ift up whi le foes seem bent on pressing us 
down. We have one great friend, and that is 
Jesus. We have one great foe, and that is Satan the 
adversary. B ut i n  livi ng for the Lord we fi nd that we 
have other friends and foes and these come in th e form 
of peop le. To keep the righ t attitude toward friend and 
foe alike is part of bei ng a Christian .  Judas turned out to 
be an enemy of Christ, yet Christ ca l led him "Friend" in 
the garden when He was betrayed. The prophet 
Zechariah prophesied· of Jesus being wounded in the 
house of His friends. Zech. 1 3:6. Also we find in 
Proverbs 18:24 it says that a man that hath friends must 
shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. Look at the different 
B ible characters and consider how that they had friends 
and foes. Look at Joseph, Moses, David, Pau l, and even 
our Lord. Be thankful for friends and endeavor to hold 
their friendship in the bonds of true divine love. And if · 
perchance you meet with a foe, don 't forget that the 
scripture says also in Proverbs 1 6:7 , ' When a man's 
ways p lease the Lord, he maketh even his enem ies to be 
at peace with hi m. " -L .  Busbee 

CHEWI NG G U M  
As I drive along the road 
Many things I see. 
Yonder are a dozen cows 
Neath a maple tree. 
While the fiery sun above, 
Glows in burn ing heat 
There they lie and chew, 
In contentmen t  sweet. 
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As I sit i n  church 
So metimes there I see 
That remi nds me of the cows 
Neat h  the map le tree. 
Men and wo men, boys and gir ls, 
Jaw� a-moving just l ike cows. 
It's not exactly wro ng to chew 
If  it 's not over do ne. 
B ut there are p laces where, 
It surely doe�n't belo ng. 

------0-------

Aug. 17, 1975 

COM FORT AND AFFLICTIONS 

2 Cor. 1:1-12, 15 

-Sel. 

2 Cor . 1 : 1 Paul, an apo st le of Jesus Chr ist by t he wi l l  
o f  God, and Timothy o ur brot her, unto the church of  God 
which is at Cor inth, with a l l  th'e sa ints which are in a l l  
Achaia: 

2 Grace be to yo u, and peace fro m  God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Chr ist. 

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of o ur Lord Jesus 
Chr ist, the Father of mercies, and the God of all co mfort: 

4 Who co mforteth us in a l l  o ur tribulatio n, that we 
may be able to comfort t hem which are in a ny tro uble, by 
the co mfort wherewit h we o ur selves ar e comforted of 
God. 

5 For as t he suffer ings of Chr ist abound in us. so o ur 
co nso latio n also abo undet h by Chr ist. 

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for yo ur 
co nso latio n and salvatio n, which is effectual i n  the 
endur ing of t he same suffer ings wh ich we also 
suffer : or whether we be comforted, it is for yo ur 
co nso lat io n and salvat io n. 

7 And o ur hope of yo u is steadfast ,  knowing. that as 
ye are partakers of the suffer i ngs. so sha l l  ye be also of 
t he co nso lat io n. 

8 For we wo uld not, brethren, have yo u ignorant of 
our tro uble wh ich came to us in  Asia, that we were 
pressed out of measure, above strengt h. i nsomuch t hat 
we despaired even of l ife: 
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9 But we had the sentence of death i n  ourselves, that 
we should not trust in ourselves, but in  God which 
raiseth the dead: 

1 0  Who del ivered us from so great a death, a nd .doth 
del iver: in w hom we trust that he w i l l  yet del iver us: 

1 1  Ye also help i ng together by prayer for us, that for 
the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many perso ns 
thanks may be given by many on our behalf. 

1 2  For our rejoicing is th is, the testimony of our 
conscience, that in simp licity and godly sincerity, not 
w ith fleshly w isdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly 
to you-ward. 

1 5  And in  this confidence I was minded to come unto 
you before, that ye might have a second benefit; 

Memory Verse: I John, who a lso am your brother, 
and companion i n  tribu lation, a nd in the ki ngdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ . . . . Rev. 1 :9a. 

Cen tral Thought:  God does no t comfort us in our  
affl ictions, tro uble, and tr ials j ust to make us  co mfortable, 
but that we might be a comfor t to so meo ne else. 

Word Definition: Achaia was just the smal ler Achaia 
and not the w hole Roman province. The word 
"affliction" in our lesson, in the orig inal, means 
tr ibulation or tro uble. Comfort and consolation mean 
"solace, help, a id, support, soothe in distress or sorrow, 
cheer." 

LESSON BACKG R OU N D  

First Corinthians w a s  w ritten b y  the Apostle Pau l, 
and was sent to the Corinth Church of God by 
Timothy. It seems that when Paul  w rote the letter of 
Second Corinth ians, he had not heard how the Corinth 
Church of God had received the fi rst letter. Timothy 
worked w ith Paul  in the establ ishment of the church at 
Corinth. (Acts 1 8:5) 

We want to notice that there is a n  element in 
endurance w h ich is fo rtitude or p atience. 

Pau l  speaks in  verse eight about having some severe 
trouble or persecution wh ich nearly broke down his 
health and threatened to interrupt his work. It is  not 
know n  just what he was speaking of. The book of Acts 
doesn't tel l us very much about the l ife of Pau l. 
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I n  verse 11, the word "gift" seems to primarily mean 
del iverance, but also would not exclude the comfort or 
trust that came to Pau l  in h is  particu l iar trial. He  was 
thankful for their prayers. 

ADULTS A N D  YOU N G  PEOPLE'S COM MENTS 

Comfort and afflict ion! What a contrast .  The Bible 
says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, a nd 
ful l  of trouble." Job 14:1 . Trouble comes, just with us 
l iving i n  the flesh and in this world. Then, we do know 
that the child of God is a target for the devil .  D i rectly or 
indirectly, affl iction springs from s in; not necessarily a 
man's sin, but from the evi l p resence of the devi l  in the 
world. God permits the devil  to afflict us, as we read i n  
the case of Job. The devil  cou ld not g o  a n y  farther than 
God perm itted him to go. Fi rst he took everything from 
Job that he possessed a nd then by permiss ion of God, 
the devil put boi ls upon his body. H is wife told him that 
he should curse God a nd die. Seem i ngly, he lost a l l, but 
he held his integrity with God a nd G od brought him forth 
victorious. H is fa ith was tested but he said, "I know that 
my Redeemer l iveth . . . He knoweth the way I 
take: when he hath tried me, I s ha II come forth as 
gold." Job 23:1 0. Pra ise God, we see the affliction 
and the comfort of God working in  Job's situation. 

"A l l  comfort, " means a l l  forms, kinds ,  or aspects of 
comfort. How great the grace of God to H is chi ldren 
is. The God of a l l  comfort g ives it to us through the 
name of H is Son, Jesus Christ. "A l l  comfort " is a balm 
for a wound, a solace for sorrow, rest for weariness and 
strong help. It gives us rel ief and ease a nd a lso 
strength. It is even better than the comfort a mother 
gives her crying baby while she holds it in her arms and 
kisses away its distress. The ch i ld might sti l l  inwardly 
have some fears, but when God comforts, it touches us 
inwardly. It touches our very sp ir it a nd brings in 
courage and help to fight the enemy of our sou l or to  face 
the p roblem with strength. 

What is the end of our comfort? The Apostle Paul 
tel ls us that we are to "comfort them which are in  any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our selves are 
comforted." (verse 4) If you have gone through 
somethi ng, you are more than an advocate of victory; you 
are a witness. No one ca n speak with authority un less 
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they have been a partaker of t he affliction. Sometimes 
God lets us go through things so that we ca n better help 
others. Let us be vessels for our Master's use in a ny 
way He sees fit. -Sis . Marie M iles 

FOOD FOR TH OUG HT 

He is the Father of mercies, t he God of a l l  
comfort. Of a l l  t he attributes of  the Almighty God, 
perhaps this comes as close to the need of mortals as 
any. I n  fact, very few peop le are even i ncli ned to seek 
the Lord except those who are deeply conscious of their 
need for mercy and comfort. Paul  sa id later on i n  th is 
epistle t hat God comforteth t hose who are cast 
down. Who is it that needs comfort but those that 
mourn? God is to people what they need. To the weak 
and fai nt He is strength and power. To the simple and 
unlearned He ca n be wisdom a nd understanding. It is to 
t hose who sit i n  darkness that He commands His l ight to 
sh ine unto. It is to the poor t hat He wi l ls His great 
riches. It is to the hungry a nd th irsty t hat He opens H is 
hand. Jesus made the statement that the sick are the 
ones who need a physician, not those who are wel l. He 
even told some t hat for judgment He came into the world 
t hat they which see not might see, and that they which 
see might be made bl ind. For an explanat ion He sa id, 
"If ye were bl ind, ye should have no sin: but now ye 
say, We see; therefore your  sin rema ineth. " John 9:39-
4 1  What category do we fa l l  i n? -L .  Busbee 

BEAUTIF U L  WOU NDS 

I n  an American town resided a widowed mother and 
her l it tle son. T he mot her was very beaut ifu l except for 
her hands wh ich were terribly scarred as from sca lding 
or burning. As t he l itt le lad reached t he age when he 
began to notice t he contrast between individua ls, he 
asked his mother, "M umsy, why are your hands so 
homely? Why aren't t hey beaut ifu l l ike Bobby's 
mother's hands?" When the mot her felt the l itt le lad 
was old enough to understand, she answered his oft 
repeated q uest ion: 'W hen you were very smal l, B i l ly, 
you were playing in the l iving room one day, and I was 
working in t he kitchen. Suddenly I heard you scream, 
and I rushed in  and found you had gotten too close to the 
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fireplace. and your clot hes had caught fire. I tore your 
bur ni ng clothes from your body before you were ser iously 
burned, but my hands were deeply bur ned by t he sear ing 
flames. This is why, B i l ly. I have such homely 
hands. T hat is why t hey are not beaut ifu l." Litt le B i l ly 
looked at t hose scarred hands for a moment, and t hen 
one l itt le arm went around h is  mot her 's neck and t he 
other childish hand lifted one of her scarred hands to his 
l ips for a kiss of tender ness. as he cr ied out in 
compassionate Jove, "Mot her, your ha nds aren't homely; 
you have t he most beaut ifu l hands in a l l  t he wor ld. " I n  
Christ's terr ibly marred face, we fi nd beauty a s  we 
real ize t hat He was wounded for our transgressions, 
saving us from far worse t ha n  a physical bur n ing. 

"But when t hey came to  Jesus, and saw t hat He was 
dead already, t hey brake not His legs: but one of t he 
soldiers wit h a spear pierced His side, and forthwit h 
came t here out blood a nd water . " (The Greek or iginal 
states: "t here gushed out blood a nd water." ) Here we 
have a seemi ng contradict ion of biologica l tr ut h, because 
blood wil l  not gush from t he arter ies of one who has 
passed unto deat h.  It req u ired the pu lsat ion of t he heart 
to cause blood to gush or spurt fort h. Yet the Scr ipt ure  
factual ly states: "He  was dead " a nd "t here gushed out 
blood. " The heart is encased i n  an elast ic sac cal led t he 
per icardium, a sac capable of great distension. If t he 
heart wal ls shou ld be r upt ured, the blood wou ld r ush i nto 
the sac, causing it to become great ly distended. Then, 
should the sac be pierced from below, t he force of 
gravitat ion wou ld cause t he blood to  gush fort h. And 
t hat is precisely t he manner in wh ich Jesus Chr ist died 
for our sins: He died of a broken heart . The 69t h 
Psalm gives a detai led account of t he events of t he 
Passion of our Lord, and i n  t he 20t h  verse states 
clear ly: "Reproach hat h  broken my heart; and I am ful l  
of heaviness. " 

Research revealed t hat not only does t he New 
Testament record t he suffer ing of a l l  types of flesh 
wounds by our Lord, but also t hat t he O ld Testament 
foretold each of t hese types. 

The types of wounds of t he flesh: t he wound of 
bru ising; t he wqund of lacerat ion; t he wound of 
penetrat ion; t he wound of perforat ion; t he wound of 
incision; and t he wound of burst ing, every one of t hese 
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wounds being suffered by Jesus Christ for you and for 
me. "He was wounded for our transgressions. "  But it 
is only as we accept for ourselves the· shedding of His 
blood that we are c leansed from our sin.  I t  is only as 
His l ife-giving blood is appl ied that w e  have the new ness 
in Christ Jesus. 

"His visage was so marred more than any 
man." But it was not for H imself that He was 
bruised-"He was bruised for our iniq u ities. " lsa . 52:14. 

-Sel. 
-------0-------

Aug. 24, 1975 

OFFENDER FORGIVEN AND RESTORED 

Gal .  6 :1, 2;  2 Cor. 2: 4-17 

Gal.  6: 1 B rethren, if a man be overtaken in a fau lt, ye 
w h ich are spi ritua l, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fu lfil the law 
of Christ. 

2 Cor. 2:4 For out of m uch afflict ion and anguish of 
heart I w rote unto you w ith ma ny tears; not that ye 
should be grieved, but that ye might know the love w h ich 
I have more abundantly unto you. 

5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved 
me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you a l l. 

6 Sufficient to such a man is this pun ishment, w h ich 
was infl icted of many. 

7 So that contrariw ise ye ought rather to forgive him, 
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one shou ld be 
swal lowed up w ith overmuch sorrow . 

8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye w ou ld confi rm 
your love toward him. 

9 For to this end a lso did I w rite, that I might know 
the proof of you, w hether ye be obedient in a l l  things. 

10 T o  w hom ye forgive anything, I forgiye also: for if 
I forgave any thing, to w hom I forgave it, for your sakes 
forgave I it in the person of Christ; 

11 Lest Satan should get a.n advantage of us: for we 
are not ignorant of  his devices. 

12 Furthermore, w hen I came to T roas to preach 
Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the 
Lord, 
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1 3  I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus 
my brother: But taki ng my leave of them, I went from 
thence into M acedonia. 

1 4  Now thanks be unto God, which a lways causeth 
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour 
of his knowledge by us in every place. 

1 5  For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in 
them that are saved, a nd in them that perish: 

1 6  To the one we are the savour of death unto death; 
and to t he other the savour of l ife unto l ife. And who is 
sufficient for these th ings? 

17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word 
of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of 
God speak we in Christ. 

Memory Verse: Forbearing one another, a nd 
forg iving one another, if a ny man have a q ua rrel aga inst 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so a lso do ye. Col. 
3: 1 3. 

Central Thought: E ven grievous s ins committed by 
anyone can be forgiven, a.nd the penitent offender can be 
restored to complete confidence. 

Word Definition: Forgive means "to give up 
resentment aga inst or the desire to pun ish; pardon; to 
overlook an offense". Web. Die. "And when ye stand 
praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your 
Father also which is in  heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses." Mark 1 1  :25. Triumph a nd incense are 
words probably used when the Roman army came back 
from battle. Rome had a hol iday and long l ines of 
captives marched down the street. Wagons were 
loaded with si lver, gold, magnificent dresses and 
ornaments, statues, pictures a nd a l l  the plunder from 
conq uered cities. I ncense was burned a long with this 
parade of captured loot a nd people. They marched to 
the temple of Jupiter. Some captives met their death 
there. - Homi letic Com. 

LESSON BACKGR O U N D  

I n  our lesson we read how the  Apostle Pau l  was a 
very tender man. E ven though he had used his 
Apostol ic severity of power, yet a l l  the wh i le he was 
weeping over the loss of the ir  love. He had used strong 

(36) 



language against t he w rong in his letters, yet he w rote it 
"out of much affl ict ion a nd a nguish of heart ."  (verse 
4) Strong men are t ender and tender men are 
strong. Jesus w ept over Jerusa lem because of t heir 
sins, yet He had to ld t hem t he truth, w h ich caused t hem 
to tu rn against H im. It is hard for t he w rong-doer to 
t h ink of the one w ho has to  firmly stand for t ruth, as 
being fil led w it h  love, just as t he chi ld cannot see the 
love behind t he w hipping he receives. Pau l  is revealed 
in our lesson in a special w ay. 

As we read our lesson, w e  need to  remember t he 
scriptures in I Cor. 5:.1 ,  w here Pau l  had heard about t here 
being fornicat ion among t he Cori nt h ians. He a lso 
ment ions covetousness, idolat ers, etc. in I Cor. 5: 1 0. It 
seems t hat i n  today's lesson, Paul  had heard t hat the 
man had repented. The repentance had been so deep 
t hat Paul was exhort i ng t he church t o  comfort t he 
offender and restore h im. Aga in in  verses 1 2  and 1 3  of 
our lesson, he brings out how t hat he was grieved, even 
t hough an open door was in Troas, because he "had no 
rest in his spir it " u nt i l  he found Titus and learned about 
how th ings w ere going at Corint h. -M . M iles 

QUESTIONS: 

1 .  What carefu lness should a person take w hen he is 
trying t o  restore someane w ho has been overtaken i n  ·a  
fau lt? 2. What gl impse d id we get of  t he Apost le 
Paul 's personality from our lesson? 3. H ow is one to  
be  t reated that has  been i n  a gross s in  but has  repented 
and was forgiven by God? 4. How can a person be 
"swallowed up w it h  overmuch sorrow " aft er t hey have 
been overtaken in a sin or fau lt but repented? 5. H ow 
can t he gospel be a savor of l ife· u nto  l ife and death u nto  
death? 

ADU LTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S COM MENTS 

The devi l w i l l  take advantage of every person t hat he 
can. Those w hom t he Lord has g iven t he gift of w isdom 
need to be careful as t hey deal w it h  one w ho has s inned, 
lest Satan take advantage of t hem. It is a great 
responsibi l ity upon one t o  restore a person back t o  t he 
Lord aft er he has sinned. The person w ho is helping t o  
restore must understand t he other person's personal ity 
and abi l ity of being able to underst and w hat is being 
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req uired of them. Sometimes a person is held for 
somethi ng wh ich they def initely have forgotten about 
through their  confusion. T hose who are trying to 
restore must u nderstand the person's confusion. a nd try 
to help them. It surely takes heavenly wisdom from God 
to deal with others. T he Apostle says i n  the 1 6th verse, 
"Who is sufficient for these things"? T he self-sufficient 

person that never feels any burden, or is shal low and 
l ight-hearted and feels at a moment's notice eq ual  to 
anything, is not the .person to help restore a nother who 
has been overtaken in a fault, or who has committed 
sin.  Restoring a soul is surely a l ife and death 
business. God's Word is to be held up for a person to 
come to. We cannot excuse anyone when God does not 
al low them to do certai n  things, a nd we cannot be a ny 
easier on a person than God's Word is. Everyone will 
be j udged by God's Word. It wil l  expose every s in. T he 
person w ho is helping a soul to be restored is duty bound 
before God to hold that soul to God's Word. Even 
though it causes grief, a soul must obey or be lost. It is a 
serious thing. 

We notice that the Apostle Pau l  tel ls the church to 
comfort the one who has sinned and has repented, lest 
he "be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow". Even 
though Pau l  was not there, he accepted the report about 
the true repentance of the one who had sinned. S ince 
the church had forgiven . the person, after deal ing with 
him, Pau l  forgives him a nd writes to them to that 
effect. When God forgives, we need to forgive. We 
have the words of Jesus, "If ye do not forgive, neither 
wil l your Father wh ich is in heaven forgive you your 
trespasses". Mark 1 1  : 26. Th is is very serious. No 
wonder the Apostle Pau l  said that we need to forgive, 
" lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are 
not ignorant of his devices". (verse 1 1 ) -Marie M iles 

FOOD FOR THO U G HT 

It seems that so many a re q u ick and ready to infl ict 
pun ishment upon the wrongdoer. We must not discredit 
the cause of pun ishment, for pun ishment is often needed 
and important. But it can get out of hand. N otice the 
writer's statement: "Sufficient to such a man is this 
punishment, which was i nfl icted of many". It makes me 
think about what a brother told about a n  incident in  his 
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boyhood. The cows got out and he set the dogs after 
them. The dogs were rea l ly giving the cows a rough 
pun ishment. There were two or three other dogs 
chained who were looking on, but not permitted to join 
the chase. H is l i ttle sister said, 'Why don't you turn 
these dogs loose so they can get some 'bites', 
tool " Wel l, there is a tendency that way i n  deal ing with 
those in error. They need to feel the weight of their 
offense, but they need also to feel the love and 
forgiveness of the saints. -L .  Busbee 

-------0-------

Aug. 31, 1975 

THE HOLY SPIRIT'S HANDWR ITING 

2 Cor. 3:1-11, 17. 18 

2 Cor. 3 : 1  Do we begin again to commend our­
selves? or need we, as some others, epistles of com­
mendation to you,  or letters of commendation from you? 

2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known a nd 
read of a l l  men: 

3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the 
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with i nk, 
but with the Spirit of the l iving God; not in tables of 
stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 
5 Not that we are suff icient of ourselves to think any 

thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 
6 Who a lso hath made us able min isters of the new 

testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the let­
ter ki l leth, but the spirit giveth l ife. 

7 But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones, was g lorious, so that the chi ldren of 
Israel cou ld not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for 
the glory of his countenance; which g lory was to be done 
away: 

8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be 
rather g lorious? 

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, 
much more doth the ministration of righteousness ex­
ceed in g lory. 

1 0  For even that which w as made glorrous had no 
g lory in this respect, by reason of the g lory that excel leth. 
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1 1  For if that which is done away was g lorious, m uch 
more that which remaineth is glorious. 

17  Now the L ord is that Spirit: a nd where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is l iberty. 

18 But we al l ,  with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed i nto the same image 
from g lory to g lory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Memory Ver se:  And you hath he q u ickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins; Eph. 2: 1 .  

Central Thought: The Holy Spirit writes a pla in  hand, 
which is seen by a l l  m�n. 

LESSO N  BACKG R O U N D  

I t  would be  wel l to  read the whole chapter as al l is 
interwoven, but we have chosen a few verses since there 
genera lly is a t ime l imit for the S u nday School classes. 
Many of our readers, however, have more than class 
time and enjoy studyi ng deeper in the scriptures, 
therefore we generally give enough material  to su it each 
person. 

You wil l  notice that we have used the last verse of 
our lesson on the cover of our "Bible Lessons" book. We 
trust and pray that through the study of these lessons we 
wi l l  al l  become better chi ldren of God, through our 
growth in knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chr ist. 

As you read the lesson you wi l l  notice that the 
verses are interwoven personal a l lusions of the Apostle 
Paul  and all i l lustrations are from a particular inter­
pretation of a s ing le passage in the O ld Testament. In  
verse two, the " l iving epistles " are read of  al l  men.  The 
verses 4- 1 1  bring out the g lory of the Christian ministry, 
its foundation, function, means, object, and its 
reward. Later verses bring out the l iberty in Christ 
through the Spirit, and the change in our l ives through 
obedience to God's Word. -M .  M i les 

QU ESTIONS : 

1 .  Paul  speaks of the "epistle written in our hearts, 
known and read of a l l  ·

men " .  What does he 
mean? 2. How can a person have the words of God 
written upon his flesh ly heart? 3. How does the letter 
ki l l ,  but the spirit give l ife? 4. How glorious were the 
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ten commandments given to Moses, and what is better 
today? 5. R ead the 18th verse: B ut we a l l, with a n  
open heart behold ing a s  in  the B ible the glory o f  the 
Lord, are changed i nto the same image from justification 
to sanctification, even as by the Sp irit of the Lord. 

ADULTS AND YOU NG PEO PLE'S COM M ENTS 

Paul was teaching the change from the law to the 
Holy Sp irit's work in the heart. The law had its use but 
w hen Christ came and ascended to heaven, the Holy 
Spirit took over. We are l iving in  the Holy Sp i rit 
dispensatio n. T here were three dispensatio ns; the 
d ispensatio n of God, Christ, and the Holy Sp ir it. This is 
the last one. It was hard for the Jews to accept the 
change-over. We read w here Peter, on the mount of 
transfiguration of Christ, wanted to keep Moses, E l ijah, 
and Christ as leaders. He wanted the law, prop hets, 
and the gospel .  B ut that would not work. I t  would be 
l ike the moon and stars shin ing in  a l l  of their glory, after 
the sun had arisen. Peter "knew not what he sa id, " 
indeed. Matt. 17:1-9. "This is my beloved Son in  
w hom I am wel l-please�." 

God wanted to change man into the image of 
H imself. Christ bridged the gap between man and 
God. We are to behold Christ, look at H im and study 
about H is love and teach ings. Through this we have a 
revelation of God. I n  seei ng Christ, we see His great 
love because He d ied on the cross for our sins. He took 
our p unishment. H is  love breaks our hearts and we 
humble ourselves before H im. Through repentance and 
forg iveness we find l iberty from the bondage of sin. Not 
only do we find freedom, but royalty i n  its h ighest 
exercise of empire-the command over oneself, a thing 
we best learn by voluntary subm ission. Oh, how 
glorious it is to have access to the courts of 
heaven! What a g lorious freedom comes to the 
soul. Freedom from every k ind of sin, habits, the ideas 
of men, etc., is ours. We are free from the fash ions and 
fads of the world. Oh, the glorious freedom of sou l and 
sp irit! We can worship God w ith a c lean heart and be 
ready to meet H i m  if He should cal l  for us. O h, the 
min istration of the Sp irit is g lorious. We are glad that 
we are l iving in the day of the Sp irit. 
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We want to notice that our lesson brings out the 
point that "the letter ki l leth, but the sp irit giveth l ife". If 
we take the Word of God alone, it wil l k i l l, but the Sp irit 
of God gives us l ife. The law said for us not to covet, but 
gives no p ower to help us. U nder the spi rit m in istration, 
the power is given to us to not covet. A sinner can 't l ive 
according to God's Word, Qut when he is g iven a change 
of heart and has the Holy Sp irit within, he can have 
power to l ive according to the Word of God. -M .  M i les 

FOOD FOR TH O U G HT 

The tables of the heart and the mind rep resent the 
very innermost being of a man, or the seat of the 
affections. It is only here that the laws of God can be 
truly written effectively. This is the work of the Holy 
Sp irit. I nstead of ordering, commanding, forcing, and 
enslaving us, He i nsp ires, a noints, blesses, comforts, 
encourages, cha l lenges, p rovokes, st i rs, leads, 
enl ightens, and goes before us. Thus the righteousness 
that springs from such a l ife is not our own, but is that of 
Christ who gives us the Holy Sp irit. O ne great lesson 
for the child of God to learn is that of the d ifference 
between the law a nd grace. U nder the law, the 
commandments of God were written on tables of stone, 
and one had l ife through obedience. U nder grace, the 
l ife of Christ with in the sou l  enflames the truth in our 
hearts and causes us to want to walk in His ways. We 
have to yield and submit, but the love of Christ is what 
contrai ns us. Thus it is a joy to obey and fol low the One 
we love. -L. B usbee 

GOD'S CAR E 

"In the year 1792, bei ng then i n  my eighteenth year, 
I was taken by force into the Prussian army, and was in  
that army several years, a nd during that time p assed 
through many and great dangers. Marvelous was the 
love of my heaven ly Father in keep ing and p reserving 
me, in that great comp any: for it p leased H im to p lace 
His fear in my heart; and I was carefu l not to offend Him 
i n  anything accordi ng to the knowledge I then had. 

"I can wel l  remember many occasions wherein the 
hand of the Lord is p lainly seen in  p reservations and 
del iverances; p ra ised be H is name forever and ever; for I 
was not worthy of a l l  H is  mercies and H is grace that He 
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bestowed upon me. He has preserved me u nti l th is day, 
and I hope a nd bel i eve He wi l l  not forsake me for I put my 
tr ust in H im.  The Lord gave me a tender heart even 
from a chi ld, and a j ust pr i nc iple was in me so that I was 
not wil l ing to wrong anyone, no matter how hungry or 
needy I was." 

He appears to have been convi nced, wh ile in the 
ar my, of the i niq u ity of taki ng the l ife of a fel low 
being. On the mor n i ng of the day they wer e  defeated 
by the Fr ench under Bonaparte, he awoke with a pr ayer 
in  h is  m i nd, "Oh that I may not ki l l  a man this 
day." And th is conti nued to be h is breath ing desire as 
the day advanced: not seei ng how to escape using h is 
weapon, if brought into the confl ict. B ut the company 
he was in was placed in reserve. They stood for hours 
where  they could hear, but not see, the terr ible confl ict 
then going on . About the middle of the afternoon an 
officer came r iding to the top of the hi l l  that over looked 
the val ley where the r eserve was stationed, and cal led 
out to them (according to Henry's render ing into E ngl i sh), 
"Go back, my children, go back, my ch i ldren; al l  is lost! 
all is lost!" (They speedily retreated, but were pursued, 
the bal ls fal l ing near them, but none were hurt. The 
army was then broken up, and he returned home.) 

(After the decease of his wife, he moved to Amer ica, 
accompanied by a son and h is fam ily. ) 

"While crossing ttie oc�an, we had a great storm, 
which lasted three days and nights; the captain thought 
we were in great danger of being dr iven upon certain 
rocks. So great was the violence of the storm, that the 
hatches had to be closed, and we had not l ight but that of 
a lamp hung to the cei l ing. There was m uch noise and 
confusion, there being many passenger s; but I lay down 
in peace, having no fear, for I was tr u ly resigned and 
content. The capta in  came down and told the people to 
be sti l l, for he knew not but we m ight be in a short time 
swallowed up in the great deep. This greatly alar med 
them, a nd ma ny fel l  down on their knees, pr aying after 
their manner to the Virg i n  and other sain ts, as they 
called them. B ut these thi ngs did not move me, for I 
was favored with a sure confidence that we would not be 
swallowed up by the ocean, and that not a soul shou ld be 
lost. About eleven at n ight, the storm sudden ly abated; 
the winds were r ebuked and were sti l l. The capta in  
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ca me down and sa id, 'Be of good cheer, we are safe.' I 
tel l  this to the pra ise of my heaven ly Father, beca use He 
fulfi l led H is Word to me. I wish all would put their trust 
in Him for He will fulfi l l  H is Word to a l l  that do in 
sincerity put their trust in Him. 

-Henry Raberman (born in Prussia ,  1774) 

U NVEI LED LI FE AND M I NISTRY 

Sept. 7. 1975 

2 Cor. 3:14; 2 Cor. 4: 1 - 1 2  

2 Cor. 3:14 B ut their ( Israel) minds were bl inded: for 
until this day rema ineth the sa me vei l untaken away in 
the reading of the old testa ment; which vei l is done away 
in Christ. 

2 Cor. 4 :1 Therefore seeing we have this min istry. as 
we have received mercy, we fa int not; 

2 But have renounced the h idden things of 
dishonesty. not wa lking in craftiness. nor handling the 
word of God deceitful ly; but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God. 

3 But if our gospel be h id, it is h id to them that  a re 
lost: 

4 In whom the god of this world hath bl inded the 
minds of them which bel ieve not, lest the l ight of the 
g lorious gospel of Christ . who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them. 

5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord; and ourselves your  servants for Jesus' sake. 

6 For God, who commanded the l ight to shine out of 
da rkness. hath shin ed in our hearts, to give the l ight of 
the knowledge of the g lory of God in the face of J esus 
Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God. and not of us. 

8 We a re troubled on every s ide, yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despa ir; 

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed; 

1 0  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the l ife a lso of J esus might be made 
manifest in our body. 
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1 1  For we which l ive are alway del ivered unto death 
fo r Jesus' sake, that the l ife a lso of Jesus might be made 
manifest in o ur mortal flesh. 

1 2  So then death wo rketh i n  us, but l ife i n  yo u. 

Memory Verse: Nevertheless when it ( Israel) sha l l  
turn to the Lo rd, the vei l  sha l l  be taken away. 2 Co r. 
3: 1 6  

Central Thought: There is a "veil" upo n  the minds of 
the wo rld today because they are letting the wo rld be 
their god and the gospel is h id from them. 

Word Definition: . . Hidden things of dishonesty. ••  
means that of which it is a shame to speak o r  to be gu ilty 
of. Dishonest wo uld take i n  underhanded, o r  insincere 
o r  do uble-mi nded motives. 

LESSON BACKGROU N D  

I n  2 Co r. 3:1 3-1 6, we read abo ut Moses putting on 
the vei l  when he came down fro m  the mo untain, after 
God had g iven him the ten co mmandments wr itten o n  
stone. The glo ry o f  the Lo rd caused his face to sh ine 
and he had to put a vei l  over his face. Ex . 34:29-
35. The gospel was a more g lo rio us law of freedom, 
than the law, which was a law of bo ndage. The power 
of God was given to saved people, thro ugh Christ. The 
Apostle Paul speaks of God giving h im the min istry of 
unvei l ing the Gospel. which fu lfi l led the law. We read 
in I Tim. 1 : 1 2- 1 3, abo ut the mercy of God toward P a u l, 
which caused him to be wi l l ing  to tel l o thers abo ut the 
wo nderful glo ry of the gospel of Christ. 

Note that the Old Testament is a mi nistry of 
condemnatio n  and the ministry of the N ew Testament is  
a min istry of  righteousness. How wo uld we know what 
was sin, if it were not fo r the law?-so thro ugh the 
gospel, the veil is taken away, and power given to those 
who wil l  hear and bel ieve, to l ive p leasing in the sight of 
God. -M. Mi les 

QUESTIONS: 

1 .  What caused Moses to put a vei l  over h is 
face? 2. If the law was glo rious, what was more 
g lorio us? 3. Who bl inds o r  puts a vei l  o ver the minds 
of the peop le in the world today? 4. Name so me 
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things that cause people to be vei led or bl inded. 5. Tell 
what the power of God acco mpl is hed in the l ife of Paul, 
in his tro ubles .  

ADULTS AND YOU NG PEOPLE'S COM M ENTS 

How glorious it is that we are l iving  in the gospel 
age. Not on ly does the gospel reveal the way of 
sa lvation, but it reveals Go d. T he veil has been taken 
away, thro ugh Chris t. No longer do we see Go d as a 
God ready to pun is h, but we see Go d as a God of love 
and longs uffering. Under the law, the Israel ites were 
stoned for just  picking up sticks on the sabbath. God, 
thro ugh Christ, gives us power to live according to H is 
Word. There is a change of hear t, a change of mind and 
desires. Of co urse, after a person turns down a l l  the 
love and long-s uffer ing of God, then jus tice and 
pun is hment await him.  But Jesus said, "Have fa ith in 
God." Christ is God's Word. 

A true minis ter and a gospel worker wo u ld be one 
who exalts Chr ist above the god of this wor ld. T he god 
of this wor ld has beco me a vei l  to mankind. Minds are 
blinded and the light of the gos pel cannot s hine into 
hearts and give liberty. The open gospel n eeds to be 
met by open tho ught and hearts . The minister or gospel 
worker tr ies to reach the conscience of a s inner .  If he 
cannot gain his ear, he cannot make the light reach his 
dark mind. The sinner puts a veil upon the 
gospel . There are many kinds of blindness that cause 
the s inner to put a veil on the gospel. I t  might be 
prejudice, thro ugh ear ly educational  bias, or just  the 
love of sin and a dis l ike for ho lin ess . "Men loved 
darkness rather than light. " Jo hn 3 : 1 9. Indifference 
causes a person to be blinded. Preoccupation with 
secu lar purs uits can be a vei l  to the gospel. A person 
can be swal lowed up with so many things that he' l l  
neither have leis ure nor des ire for the light of the 
gospel. Ido latry in its many modern for ms can be a vei l. 
as can sens uality, or any sinful habit indu lged 
in. Mental pride, wh ich cannot stand to back down fro m  
a position once open ly taken, can b e  a veil. Wor ldin ess 
of life and temper in its widest sense-al l  vei l the mind 
and heart. The god of this wor ld, the evi l power, is 
behind and in a l l  the vei l ing of the heart and mind just  as 
the Spirit of God is behind and in al l the open ing of the 
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eyes and a l l  clearness and d isclosure and vision . The 
vei l ing of a man's heart is h is own doing and the work 
of the "god of this world"-the devil . -M. M iles 

FOOD FOR TH OUG HT 

Moses p ut a veil over his face because the chi ldren 
of Israel cou ld not look upon the brightness of H is 
bearing. B ut he went on to exp lain that the rea l vei l 
was hanging over their hearts. The god of this p resent 
evi l world, the devi l, had their hearts and minds bli nded 
to sp i ritual th ings. They cou ld not see the g lory of 
God. In the min istry of the New Testament, we are yet 
mindful of the fact. The vei l  l ies over many a heart 
today. The things of God are veiled in mystery to the 
carnal m ind. The message of God fa l ls on many deaf 
ears sp i ritual ly. "Seeing, they see not; a nd hearing, 
they hear not:'' Jesus dealt with this condition in  H is  
time. For this cause He spoke sp i ritua l  truth sealed and 
hidden in parables, exp la in ing them only to H is discip les 
and to those who sought earnestly thei r  h idden 
meaning. Let us ever be mindful of the vei l  that hangs 
over the heart. And it is only when men turn to the Lord 
with a l l  of their heart that the vei l  wil l be taken away and 
they can with open face behold the g lory of the 
Lord. - L. Busbee 

BEING S INCERE IN TR UTH 

"It doesn't matter what you bel ieve, as long as you 
are sincere." That's what a p lumbing salesman told me 
one day-and so ma ny peop le have said the same th ing 
that it is al most a p roverb. 

This popu lar  sayi ng p uts a p remium on sincerity, and 
sincerity is  a rare thing in th is age :>f sham. We a l l  
admire the man who is  sincere and we desp ise the 
hypocrite. We have great respect for the man who is so 
sincerely in earnest in his convictions that he is wi l l ing 
to die for them. 

But sincerity is not en ough. 
Mr. Monroe sincerely bel ieved that the ra i lroad 

tracks were clear or he wou ldn't have been caught on the 
tracks in  his car, and hurled i nto etern ity. 

Mrs. Jones sincerely bel ieved it was a dose of 
medicine she was taki ng from the medici ne cabinet. It 
turned out to be poison and she d ied. 
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Joe Brady felt sincerely that he was doing the right 
thing to rid the community of the man he hated. But the 
court did not thin k  so, and the electric cha ir  awaited him. 

Nor wil l  s in cerity s ave your sou l  if you bel ieve the 
wrong th ing. In fact, it is far more deadly to believe the 
wrong thing than to dr in k  poison .  

The statement, "It doesn't matter what y o u  believe, "  
ass umes that any faith is a l l  right and wi l l  get you to 
heaven if you fol low it s in cerely. But that isn't sol 

The heathen ar e in great earn es t  as they wors hip 
thei r  images of wood and stone. T he H indu fakirs that 
go on long p i lgrimages or lie for years on beds of sp ikes 
ar e utter ly s in cer e-b ut they are los t. T he 
Mohammedans stop work and drop on their knees 
wherever they may be an d pray to A l lah five times 
dai ly. M any of them are s incere too, but they are 
lost. T he Jews with unq uestioned sin cer ity go through a 
careful ritual of feasts an d days, but multitudes of them 
have rejected the Christ, an d so they are lost. 

Not even a l l  so-ca l led Chr istians are saved. If  you 
p lace your hope of sa lvation in a pope or in the 
intercess ions of pr iests and departed sa in ts. you are 
los t. If you rest  your faith in rel igious ceremonies. you 
ar e lost. If you think the pearly gates of heaven wi l l  
swing open for y o u  becaus e you are a self-r ighteous 
moral man or because of charities don e  to mer it etern al 
l ife. you may be on e hundred per cent sincere, but you 
wi l l  certain ly be lost. "Not every one that sa ith unto me. 
Lord, Lord, s ha l l  en ter into the kingdom of heaven;  but he 
that doeth the wi l l  of my Father which is in heaven," s aid 
C hrist. 

It is the devi l's lie that it makes no differen ce what 
you bel ieve. It makes a world of difference-an eternity 
of difference-what you bel ieve! A person can be 
s aved on ly by coming as a n eedy, help less sinn er to the 
Lord Jes us Christ  and accepting His pardon-a pardon 
made possible becaus e Christ died on the cross the death 
we deserved to die. He alone can save us and keep us 
s aved. "Nei ther is there salvation in any other: for 
there is n one other n ame under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved, " cried the Apostle 
Peter. 

It does matter what you believe. An chor your faith 
in the Lord Jes us Chris t with all the s incerity of your 
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heart ,  and He wi l l  give you peace wit h God and 
everlast i ng l ife. -G . S .  

Sept. 14, 1975 

BODY D ECAYI NG-SPI R IT RENEWED 

2 Cor. 4:14, 16-18; 2 Cor. 5:1-11 

2 Cor. 4: 1 4  K nowing t hat he (God) which raised up 
t he Lord Jesus shal l ra ise up us also by Jesus, a nd shal l  
present us wit h you. 

1 6  For wh ich cause we faint not; but t hough our 
outward man perish, yet t he inward man is renewed day 
by day. 

1 7  For our l ight afflict ion, wh ich is but for a moment,  
worket h for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; 

18 While we look not at the t h ings which are seen, 
but at t he t h ings wh ich are not seen: for t he th ings 
which are seen are temporal; but the t h ings which are 
not seen are eternal. 

2 Cor. 5: 1 For we know t hat if our earth ly house of 
th is tabernacle were dissolved, we have a bui lding of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal i n  t he 
heavens. 

2 For in th is we groan, earnest ly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: 

3 If so be t hat being c lothed we shal l  not be found 
naked. 

4 For we t hat are in  t his tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened: not for t hat we wou ld be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, t hat mortal ity might be swal lowed up of l ife. 

5 Now he t hat hath wrought us for t he selfsame t h i ng 
is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of t he 
Spirit .  

6 Therefore we are a lways confident, knowing t hat, 
whilst we are at home in t he body, we are absent from 
the Lord: 

7 (For we walk by fa ith,  not by sight: ) 
8 We are confident. I say, and wi l l ing rather to be 

absent from t he body, and to be present with t he Lord. 
9 Wherefore we labour, t hat, whether present or 

absent, we may be accept ed of him. 
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1 0  For we must a l l  appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad. 

1 1  K nowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men; but we are made man ifest unto God; a nd I 
trust also are made man ifest in your consciences. 

Memory Verse: For we know that if · our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. 2 Cor. 5: 1 

Central Thought: Our l ight and transitory sufferings 
in this world are achieving for us an "exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory". 

Word Definition: Judgment Day means "the day of 
God's final judgment of a l l  people". -Web. D ictionary 

LESSON BACKG R O U N D  

Each verse i n  our  lesson i s  f i l led with p recious 
truths. Any verse could take much study and meditation, 
which wou ld enrich the soul .  "Oh the depths of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are h is judgments a nd h is ways are past 
f inding out!. . .  who hath been his counsellor?. . . For of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

We real ize in a S unday School class you ca n't get al l  
of the deep truths, so it wou ld be wel l  to study these 
scriptures at home. N otice that there is an outward man 
and an inner man. Some teach that you die and that is 
a l l  there is to a person. Speaki ng of Rachel, the B ible 
says, "as her soul was in departing, (for she died)" Gen. 
35: 18. So this and other scriptures bring out the truth 
of the inner and outward man. "Rachel died a nd was 
buried." (verse 19) T he "earthly house" and "taber­
nacle" spoken of in our Jesson is the body. 

' 'The things that are not seen" are so precious to 
us. They are eternal .  We have the "earnest of the 
Spirit" or the receipt for heaven in our souls, which is 
that hope or assurance of being "present with the Lord" 
when we die or are "absent from the body. " 
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QU ESTIONS: 

1 .  I s  man a one-fold bei ng or a two-fold being? 
2. What is our suffering in this l ife working for us? 
3. What is our "house not made with hands"? 4. How 
do we get an "earnest" or receipt for a home i n  
heaven? 5. Where does the chi ld of G od go when he 
dies? 6. Why do we persuade people to be right with 
God? 

AD U LTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE' S  COM MENTS 

What a g lorious revelation wi l l  come to us, as we 
sweep through the portals of gloryl There are not words 
in the E ngl ish language to describe the beaut ies awa it ing 
those who belong to the Lord. As the outward man 
perishes day by day a nd the strength grows weaker, the 
hope grows brighter for a l ife that is beyond this ve i l  of 
tears. T h is old house of clay, the earthly tabernacle, wil l  
go back to dust and the sou l, or the i nward man, wi l l  be 
taken to be with the Lord. Over there, "we have a 
bui lding, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." What a glorious hope we have with in  
usl T he Apostle Pau l  tel ls us, "absent from the body, 
and . . . present with the Lord." (verse 8) Oh, what 
could be greater than to see the Lover of our sou l face to 
face. We wi l l  be safe and secure from a l l  the power of 
the enemy. Perfect safety! Perfect bl iss! What more 
can we ask for? Heaven is beyond our comprehension, 
yet it is real, very real and it wi l l  be all that the soul  longs 
for or ever cou ld desire. Nothing there wi l l  be imperfect, 
but wil l  be peace, peace, a nd more peace. Oh, my soul  
magnifies the Lord when I th i nk about these g lorious 
things. No wonder the Apostle Paul  looked back over 
the persecutions, imprisonments, tumults in  this l i fe and 
said, "For our l ight affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding a nd eternal weight 
of glory. "  "It wi l l  matter but l ittle at last, what we have 
passed through, when the shades of the evening as 
sunset we view. " When we get a gl impse of heaven's 
glory, then the burdens a nd trials of this l ife wi l l  fade 
away and al l  the beauties a nd gra ndeur of heaven wi l l  
envelope us. 

Different ones have seen the angels a nd the g lories 
of heaven as they were passi ng away. Many times, it 
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depends upon the affl iction they have, whether they are 
permitted to Jet us know what they see. Every chi ld of 
God can have the comfort of being in the presence of the 
Lord after they pass through death. 

When we die, we await the judgment in the 
p resence of the Lord, in paradise or in Abraham's 
bosom. L uke 1 6:25; 23:42, 43. The unjust or wicked 
are "reserved in everlasting chain s  under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day." (Jude 6) Knowin g  what 
awaits the wicked and the "terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men" to turn unto the L ord whi le they have 
time and the r ight use of their m inds. M any times, 
when a person is dying in the hosp ital, he is given a 
shot. Peop le pass without time to get right with 
God. Surely, one n eeds to know that "today is the day 
of salvation ". It is t ime to seek the Lord and be ready to 
meet H im in peace. -M. M i les 

FOOD FOR TH OUG HT 

We are now clothed in our earth ly tabern acle. Very, 
very shortly, we must p ut off this tabernacle. It is 
deteriorating with the passing  years of time. It cannot 
endure forever. Although we p atch it up and mend it  
and nourish it a l l  we can, we know that very soon we 
wil l  shed it. Al l  th is world wou ld be very dark and 
distressing to us were it not that we are going to be 
granted another tabernacle, one that wi l l  never wear out 
or decay. We have sought favor and grace with the 
Designer of this earthly tabernacle and have received 
personally from Him an assurance and hope of p utting on 
this new and everlasting tabern acle some blessed 
day. Thus we groan while in this temporary dwel l ing, 
earnestly desiring  to be clothed upon with this better 
house. We are not groan ing to merely get out of this 
house we are now in, but we wou ld rather be clothed 
upon with that ot her house and let it swal low up this 
one. So unti l that day when we can move into our new 
house, we wi l l  wait and be patient and keep true to the 
Design er and G iver of a l l  things, so that we can be 
counted worthy of H is  loving provision for us. 

-L. Busbee 
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THE STR EETS OF GOLD 

With joy I shall enter the city, 
The face of my Saviour behold, 

And I sha l l  be changed and be l ike H i m, 
When I stand on the Streets of G old. 

What wonderfu l visions of beauty, 
What g lorious scenes shal l  unfold, 

What dazzl ing splendors surround me. 
When I stand on the Streets of Gold. 

Earth's sorrows wi l l  a l l  be forgotten, 
And I shall be safe in His fold, 

Shut in with my Lord and the angels, 
When I stand on the Streets of Gold. 

For ages on ages I ' l l  pra ise H im, 
And never grow weary or old, 

Love crowned I ' l l  abide in His presence, 
When I stand on the Streets of Gold. 

Sept. 2 1 . 1 975 

KNOW NO MAN AFTER TH E FLESH 

2 Cor. 5 : 1 2-21 

-Sel. 

2 Cor. 5:1 2 For we com mend not ourselves again  
unto you, but  g ive you occas ion to g lory on our behalf, 
that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory 
in appearance, and not in heart. 

1 3  For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to 
God: or whether we be sober, it it for your cause. 

14 For the love of Christ constrai neth us; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for a l l, then were a l l  dead: 

1 5  And that he died for a l l, that they which l ive 
should not henceforth l ive unto themselves. but unto him 
which died for them, and rose ago in. 

1 6  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the 
flesh: Yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

17 Therefore if a ny man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. 

(53) 



18 And a l l  t hi ngs are of God, who hat h  reconci led us 
to himself by Jesus Christ. and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconci liat ion; 

19 To wit, t hat God was in Christ, reconci l ing the 
world unto himself, not imputing t heir trespasses unto 
them; and hath comm itted u nto us the word of recon­
cil iation. 

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: w e pray you in  
Chr ist's stead, be ye reconci led to God. 

2 1  For he hath made him to be s in for us, who knew 
no si n; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him. 

Memory Verse: Purge out therefore t he old leaven, 
t hat ye may be a new lump, as ye are u nleavened. For 
even Christ our passover i s  sacr ificed for us: I Cor. 5:7. 

Central Thought: Look past the flesh, sins, and 
character of every person and see t he sou l  of t hat 
per son, which w i l l  live either in heaven or hel l. Then 
thi nk of our duty toward each i ndividual. 

Word Definition: Constrain means "to force i nto, 
hold, or compel". Reconcile or reconciliation means 
"to settle (a disagreement or q uarrel), to make fr iendly, to 
make compati ble". Ambassador is "an officia l  mes­
senger w it h  a specia l  m ission; to represent it to another". 

LESSON BACKGR O U N D  

The Apost le Pau l  is  wr iting to  the Cori nt hian 
church. The first verse of our lesson starts out with Paul  
saying t hat "we commend not ourselves, " yet it w as up 
to the Cori nt hians to defend Pau l  because of how t he 
gospel t hat he preached wit h a deep Jove for God and 
manki nd, had worked in t heir ow n hearts. Maybe Pa ul 
was speaki ng t hi s  because someone had tried to vi l ify 
him and the gospel. I n  t he 1 3th verse, Pau l  says, "for 
whet her we be beside ourselves" or be sober. Per haps 
Paul said this because of some individual i n  
the congregation w ho was endeavori ng t o  divide or 
cause trouble by saying that he was deranged or 
insane. We do know that Fetus t old Pau l  one time, 
"Paul. t hou art beside t heyself; (too) much lear ni ng doth 
make thee mad". Acts 26:24. So regardless as to 
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what they thought of Pau l, or what had been sa id about 
h im, Pau l  assured them that God was speaking through 
him. He  had been very earnest, in speaki ng to them, 
because of his great love for God, a nd for them. The 
great love of Christ for mankind, in dying for their  sins, 
constrained him, or just forced him to tel l  about God's 
love and great truths in a fervent tone or manner. Oh, 
there are such great truths in these verses and may God 
help each of us to let the H oly Spirit bear  them deep i nto 
our hearts, is my prayer. -M . M i les 

QU ESTIONS: 

1 .  How does the "love of Christ " constra in  you to love 
H im? 2. How can we l ive unto the Lord each day? 
3. How can we "know no man after the flesh'? 
4. What happens to us when we become new creatures 
in Christ? 5. How can we reconcile the world to 
Christ? 6. How was Christ made sin for us? 

ADU LTS A N D  YOUNG PEOPLE'S COMMENTS 

Oh, the love that Jesus Christ had for us is 
marvelous! Christ, "who knew no sin" was "made . . .  
to be s in for us ". He  was judged by man, condemned 
a nd hung on a cross as if He was the chief of sinners, yet 
had done no sin.  Why did He do this? "That we might 
be made the r ighteousness of God, in him. " Pra ise our 
God and Saviour! He did it for us a nd died that we 
might be reconciled to God. S in  separated us from God, 
but Jesus bridged the gap a nd brought us back to 
God. As God looked down upon our repentant sou ls and 
saw that we had accepted Jesus as the One who took 
the punishment for our sins, a nd that H is blood covered 
our souls, then He accepted us. Jesus paid the supreme 
price for our souls. If Christ died for us then we should 
not henceforth l ive unto ourselves "but unto him which 
died " for us. We have passed from death unto l ife a nd 
have been made a new creature in Christ Jesus. Surely 
all th ings do become new. We do not want any of the 
old ways but want to l ive da i ly in  accordance with the 
wil l  of God. What g lorious things the Lord gave to us, by 
dying for our sinsl How precious they are! God doesn't 
want us to keep these truths to ourselves, or to be wi l l ing 
for others to be deprived of them, but He has g iven us the 
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ministry of reconciliation. We are to help others to be 
reconci led to God by tel l i ng them about J esus dyi ng for 
their sins. We have a great message. We are made 
ambassadors of God or officia l messengers for God i n  
this  world. The Lord has made u s  " lights i n  this 
wor ld". How many ti mes there are that someone wi l l  
apologize for thei r  sins or evi l ways before  you have ever 
spoken a word about them. Why? Because when 
darkness comes in contact with l ight, it bri ngs 
condemnation to the other person. Oh, may God help 
us to be good ambassadors for Hi m, is my prayer . 

"K now no man after the flesh." Many times we 
see the wickedness and s ins of people and are tempted 
to draw back, but that is not what God wants us to 
do. He wants us to look past the sinfu l ways of that 
person and see thei r eter nity-bound soul. We have a 
responsibi lity to help every sou l fi nd God. We must 
discharge our responsibi l ity to that sou l. We must not 
look at the drunkard i n  the ditch a nd pass on without a 
prayer and a concern. Surely he needs God a nd needs 
to know the way to God. When Jesus died a nd moved 
out of the flesh, He became our Savi our. He died. to save 
the vi lest of sinners. God is not wi l l ing that any perish 
and He puts that same love in  our hearts. -M. Mi les 

FOOD FOR TH OUGHT 

We know Christ after the flesh no more. We do not 
look for Hi m to appear before us i n  a flesh ly manner,  
although sometimes we are tempted to desire to see H im 
with our mortal eyes. But we know that accordi ng to 
the Word of God, we ca nnot expect to see Hi m unti l  that 
glorious day of the resurrection. Thus we look for Hi m 
only th rough the Spir it i n  the realm of fa ith. He can and 
does speak to us in this manner through the avenue of 
His written Word. He  i s  mi nisteri ng and deali ng wi th us 
now from H is throne of glory at the r ight hand of 
God. Sometimes we feel l ike Mary Magdalene as she 
beheld Hi m after His resurrect ion. S he desired to take 
hold of Him. But He told her not to touch Him, but to go 
and tel l His brethren that He was goi ng to ascend to the 
Father. Now we know that we can a l l  touch H im in  the 
Spirit. He is near and ever with us. We know Him 
after the flesh no more. We know Him a nd the power of 
His resurrection and the fel lowship of His sufferi ngs 
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through the H oly Spirit that He has g iven us. Th is is a 
greater knowledge and a closer relationship. Some day 
our faith wi l l  be changed to sight and we can see and 
touch H im again. That wi l l  be glory forever more. 

-L. Busbee 

TH E STORM HAS CEASE D  

In our devotions at home I was the leader, not my 
father or stepmother. Dancing and shows were a part 
of my l ife. I was never taught that Christians should 
separate themselves from the world. For all my 
endeavor to serve God I sti l l  had an empty heart. 

I married very young and by the t ime I was 22 years 
old I had four chi ldren. It became more and more 
d ifficult for me to attend my church as each ch i ld came, 
as the Cathol ic church must have q uietude at any 
price. I could hard ly take my l ittle chi ldren and keep 
them a l l  orderly, so I rema ined at home. Oh, I 
prayed-written prayers, N ovenas, the rosary-to gain 
indulgences. I wou ld think of the teachings of the 
church that we commit morta l s in if we fa i l  to attend 
church every Sunday, and we wou ld surely lose our souls 
with this sin upon us. I wou ld tremble with fear. I was 
doomed. 

For many months I lived in fear and deep conviction, 
fear that only a lost sou l can feel, fear of death, and fear 
of meeting God in j udgment. One day the Spirit of God 
gripped me with such conviction that I became as one 
dazed. I rushed for my rosary and prayer book. I knelt 
before a chair and began to read these words, 'W orms 
shal l  be thy covering. Thou fool, this night thy soul is 
req u ired of thee." This was too m uch for me. It 
seemed I cou ld not stand it. I became panic-sticken. I 
walked the floor, fearing that death was surely upon 
me. I made the promise that I would go to confession, 
which I did. This brought me some satisfaction in that I 
had done my duty, which was a l i i knew to do. 

I thank God for the prayers of the fa ithful and for the 
l ittle circular I found one day on my front porch. The 
l ittle circular was just a smal l  one. A revival meet ing 
was advertised. A l l  that I can remember are the words, 
"Prepare to meet thy God" a nd "Come hear the good 
singing". Prepare to meet thy God was as if printed in 
letters of fire. They burned in my bra in a l l  day. A s  I 
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thought of them, I made up my mind to go to this 
meeting. My husband was wi l li ng to care for the 
ch ildren whi le I went. It was only two blocks away, so I 
went alone. B ut my heart was closed to everythi ng they 
might say, for I was a Cathol ic!! I ta lked to myself al l  
of the way there. "I won't listen .  I wi l l  l isten only to 
the music, for they are Protestants." 

As I p ut foot under the tabernacle, I felt a p rofound 
change of atmosphere, a heavenly atmosphere! I felt as 
if every l ivi ng thing u nder that big top had welcomed 
me. As soon as I sat down, they began to sing, " Is not 
th is the land of Beu lah, blessed, blessed land of light, 
where the flowers bloom forever, a nd the sun is always 
bright?" As th e th i rsty parched earth dri nks the fi rst 
ra in of the season, so my sou l drank deep ly every word 
and melody of each song. 

The evangelist and his wife both p reached i n  
turn. I t  was the Si ster's time to p reach. She took her 
text from Joh n  1 2:32, "A nd I, if I be l ifted up from the 
earth, wi l l  draw all men unto me. " Such a sermon I 
never heard fa l l  from the lips of a ny priest. She spoke 
of when Jesus sti l led the storm at sea, when the 
discip les feared they wou ld perish, bringi ng out how He 
cou ld sti l l  the storm in our breast. Oh, what sweet 
words to me, for I was p erish ing i ndeed i n  th is storm, 
with gu ilt with in  me. The altar ca l l  was made, inviting 
those who needed Christ, and those who wanted 
peace. Peop le marched · to the a ltar as they were 
singing, "Softly and tenderly Jesus is ca l l ing ." I joi ned 
the march, for didn't I need peace? Didn't I need 
Jesus? What mattered it to me where I found Him, 
under a tent or in a cathedra l? 

I didn't know how to p ray, but I knelt on the sawdust 
and was submissive unto Hi m who died for me. I 
believe He saved me that night i n  June, 1923. When I 
left to go home, the moon never had shown so brightly 
and beautifu l ly before. The sky seemed as though it  had 
been washed in clean water. -Louise Grant 

(Teacher, have you ordered lessons for the 4th quarter 
of 1 975? Th e first S unday of the quarter is Oct . 
5 .  For your convenience, see order blank in back of 
book. )  
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Sept. 28, 1 975 

SU FFER ING FOR TH E GOSPEL'S SAKE 

2 Cor. 6 : 1 - 1 2  · 

2 Cor. 6:1 We then, as workers together wit h him 
beseech you also that ye receive not t he grace of God in 
va i n. 

2 (For he sa ith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvat ion. )  

3 G iving no offence in any  th ing, that the  ministry be 
not blamed: 

4 But in a l l  things approving ourselves as the 
ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, i n  
necessit ies, in distresses, 

5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 
in watchings, in fast ings; 

6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by 
kindness, by t he Holy G host, by love unfeigned, 

7 By t he word of t ruth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on t he right hand a nd on t he left, 

8 By honour and dishonour, by evi l  report and good 
report: as deceivers, and yet true; 

9 As unknown, a nd yet wel l  known; as dying, and, 
behold, we l ive; as chastened, a nd not k i l led; 

1 0  As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many r ich; as havi ng not h ing, and yet possessing 
all t h ings. 

1 1  0 ye Corinth ians, our mout h  is open unto you, our 
heart is enlarged. 

1 2  Ye are not straitened in  us, but ye are st ra itened 
in your  own bowels. 

Memo ry  Verse: If I must needs glory, I wi l l  glory of 
the th ings which concern mine infirmities. 2 Cor. 1 1 :30 

Central Thought: The l ight and t he t ruths that are 
manifested in the ch i ld of God wil l  cause others to  
somet imes fight against h im because t hey do not desire 
to receive God's ways. Th is wi l l  bring suffering for t he 
gospel's sake. 

Word Definition: "Giving no offence .. sign ifies "a 
stumbling block" in genera l, or anyt hi ng over which a 

(59) 



man stumbles or fal ls; a nd here means any transgression 
or scandal that might take place among the min isters, or 
the Christians themselves, that might bring offense and 
vi l ify the gospel of Christ. Bowels is used i n  the 
scriptures to denote "tender affections". "M outh is 
opened" would be that Paul  speaks with freedom 
because of h is affections for them. "Ye are not 
straitened in us" would mean you do not have a narrow 
place i n  our affections. -Notes taken from C larke's 
Commentar y  

LESSON BAC KG R OU N D  

Some think that verse two i n  our Jesson should have 
been placed after the last verse in the preceding chapter 
as it seems out of place with the context of this 
chapter. The second verse is taken by the Apostle Pau l  
from lsa. 49:8. Of course. i t  has  some good truths i n  it. 

Notice i n  the fi rst verse, the words, "with h im" are 
in ital ics i n  our Bibles. That means that it has been 
suppl ied by the translator and wasn't in the origina l. No 
doubt, the Apostle means himself a nd the apostles when 
he used the word "we". I l ike to th ink of us being 
"workers together with him" as being workers with 
God. God uses human i nstrumenta l ity to work through 
today. We have not received the "grace of God" 
i n  va in, because we have so yielded ourselves to God 
that He can work through us to do H is  wi11 a nd for His 
good pleasure.  We are just vessels th rough whom He 
works to help sou ls know about Him and come to 
Him. It also ties in with the thought of last Sunday, 
which is in the preceding chapter, as bei ng "ambas­
sadors for Christ," or working in  the ministry of 
reconci l iation, reconci l ing sou ls to God. -M . M i les 

ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S COM M E NTS 

If we suffer with H im we wi l l  a lso reign with H im, 
the Word of God tel ls us. Suffering is somethi ng that 
we might shrink from. But suffering goes a long with the 
gospel. The Spirit of God and the spirit of the devil  
do not blend. So. when we have the Spirit of Christ in 
us and we .come in  contact with the spi rit of the devi l, 
there is a d isagreement. There can't be any blending of 
the spirits. When there is not a blendi ng, then there is 
a grat ing or clashing, i n  a sense. 
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Jesus told us, "Ye are the l ights of the world. A city 
that is set on a hi l l  cannot be hid". Matt. 5: 1 4. When 
l ight comes in  contact with darkness, then the darkness 
has to give way or we might say, is affected. When a 
child of God comes i n  the presence of a person who has 
darkness in his sou l, then .the l ight i n  the sou l of the 
child of God affects that person. The l ight i n  the child of 
God just "cannot be hid". It wi l l  shine out without the 
person saying a word. 

Recently, a brother told me about his new neighbor 
being in the yard with a can of beer. The brother spoke 
to h im and the neighbor began to apologize for drinking 
beer, also mention ing some other things he shouldn't 
do. The brother had not sa id a word about what he was 
doing, but h is l ife and the l ight of Christ in him had 
shone out and the darkness had been affected. There 
was no blending. The brother's wife also told about 
going to see her neighbor's new baby. The neighbor's 
mother was there and said to her, "You are holiness, 
aren't you?" She said she had not said a nything about 
what she bel ieved, etc. So we see, Christ wi l l  sh i ne out 
in us. The l ight brought condemnation to those that 
came in  contact with it. 

Now when the person is condemned enough a nd 
begins to fight aga inst that condemnation, he wi l l  take it 
out on the person from whom the l ight has 
come. Therefore, we come to the main point in our 
lesson. The Apostle Pau l  had spread the truth and let 
God's l ight shi ne out through him. Others hated that 
l ight and brought much suffering upon him. He suffered 
for the gospel's sake. He tel ls a number of ways he has 
suffered. Al l  came upon him because others did not 
want to accept the truth that he preached and stood 
for. Yet through this suffering he was working out his 
own salvation with fear and trembl ing. He  was helping 
others know that he had not "received the grace of God 
in vain".  As God helped h im others knew God could 
help them. -M .  M i les 

FOOD FOR TH OUGHT 

We approve or commend ourselves to others in and 
by various things. I n  th is way, we are able to have 
access to the hearts and l ives of people. In the th i ngs 
we suffer and endure, our testimony of d ivine grace is 
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most bril l iantly shone forth. It is when the pressure of 
hardship and adversity is applied to our l ives that we can 
receive true consolation from the Lord a nd be enabled 
to manifest H is  d ivine grace. Th is is done by the th ings 
that are given to us from the Lord a nd that reflect from 
H is image in us. The pureness, the longsuffering, the 
kindness, the love, a nd the power and protection of God 
enable us to triumph i n  the times of dire need and 
despair. Thus we seem to some as unknown, as dying, 
as chastened, as sorrowful, as poor, and as having 
nothi ng. Yet we are known of God, l iving and rejoicing 
in  H im and in H is sa ints, r ich in  H is grace a nd the fru its 
of righteousness. We seem to the world to have noth­
ing, but in rea l ity, we possess everything. Th is is the 
proof of godl iness in our hearts. -L . B usbee 

ONE DAY AT A TIM E 

O ne Day at a t ime, with its fa i lures 
and fears, 

With its hurts and mistakes, with its 
weakness and tears, 

With its portion of pa in and its burden 
of care; 

One day at a time we must meet and 
must bear. 

One day at a time to be patient and 
strong; 

To be calm ·under trial a nd sweet under 
wrong; 

Then its toil i ng sha l l  pass and its sorrow 
shal l cease; 

It sha l l  darken and die, and the night 
shal l bring peace. 

Not yesterday's load we are cal led on to 
bear, 

Nor the morrow's uncerta in and shad­
owy care; 

Why should we look forward or back 
with dismay? 

Our  needs, as our mercies, are but for 
the day. 
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O ne day at a time, and the day is H is 
day; 

He hath numbered its hours, though 
they haste or delay. 

H is grace is sufficient; we walk not 
alone; 

As the day, so the strength that He  
giveth H is  own. 

-Annie Johnson F l int 
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SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 

Name 

Address •................. .............................. ........................................ 

City ................................ State .................... Zip No . ............... . 

Enclosed Is $.............. for (number) ............ Sunday School 

Bible Lessons for .................... quarter(s) or ............ year(s) . 

Price : 35c for single copy for one quarter, or four quar­

ters (one year) for $1.40, printed and mailed just 

prior to each quarter. 

Check one of the following : 

) For the fourth quarter- October_, November, 
and December, 1975. 

) For one year (four quarters), beginning with 
the fourth quarter, 1975. 

CUT OUT THIS SHEET, fill in the above form, and mail 

with your remittance to-

FAITH PUBLISHING BOUSE 
P. 0. Box 518 

Guthrie, Oklahoma 78044 
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