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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

barism in the extreme. Some may severely criticize 
those terms and the views expressed bore, but we 
fearleuly assert that snch is truth. We are glad to 
know that a few states in our so-called land of liberty 
have become awakened on this line and refuse to make 
or enforce such a Jaw. Those who still try to hide 
bthind the law of Moses, why not carry out that law 
in full and stone to death every man or woman who 
breaks the Sabbath? 

There is another side to the picture. It is some­
times the case that a man who is pnt to death is in­
nocent of the crime for which he is charged. Whether 
innocent or guilty, a great number of those thus pun­
ished pass into eternity unsaved. With many of them 
it has been an .act performed on the impulse of the 
moment. �l'heir former lives, perhaps, have been 
upright, viewing them from a. standpoint of morality. 
Again, it is often the case that a family is left in a 
critical condition to battle for life with this cold 
world. A delicate wife with helpless children must 
thus be weighed down in sorrow and boteavemont, 
poverty staring them in the facu, crushed with shame 
and disgrace, with no one to provide for them and no 
help nor special protection from the state whose laws 
have forever removed the one to whom they looked for 
maintenance and protection. 
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30 BEHIND THE PRISON-BARS. 

dergoes a freezing or baking process for eight or ten 
days, he is willing to behave himself in the future. 
They are sometimes so reduced and weakened that when 
brought, out of the dark cell they can scarcely walk 
without aid. I have seen them reel to and fro like 
drunken men. They are often as pale as death. In 
many cases the prisoner contracts cold which later on 
terminates fatally, and this is one of tho principal 
objections to this mode of punishment. If the pris­
oner in tho mine does not get out hie regular weekly 
task of coal, on Saturday he is reported to the deputy 
sheriff by the officer in charge and is sent to tho 
blind coll before supper and kept there until the 
following Monday morning, when he is taken 
oat and sent to his work in the mines. While 
in there he gets only bread and water once in 
twenty-four hours. This is a great inducement 
to work, which certainly prevents criminals from 
shirking their labor, and soon converts the lazy tramp 
into a hustling coal miner. If being in this dark cell ten 
days_ nnd nights is insufficient to subdue a rebellious 
spirit of the convict he is taken out and placed in the 
solitary cell. This is similar to the ordinary cell with 
the exception that it contains no furniture. Here the 
convict remains on bread and water until ho is starved 
almost to death or until he is willing to submit and do 
his work as ordered." 
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