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GETHSEMANE
By Charles Ludwig

.9Lntf tliey came to
a pface wfticfi was named
fjetftsemane: and fie
saitli to ftis discipfes, Sit
ye liere, wfii(e I sfia((
pray.
.9Lntflie taKf,tli witft liim Peter antfJames
antfJohn, and 6egan to 6e sore amaze" antfto
6e very lieavy;
.9lntfsaitli unto tliem, My sou( is el(ceeding
sorrowjufunto death: tanyyeliere, and watcfi.
.9/.nd lie went forward a fittfe, and je(( on
tliegrounc£ and prayed tftat, ifit were possi6fe,
tlie ftour might passfrom fiim.
-Mark 14:32-35

A visitor to the Holy Land is generally a little
disappointed as he visits the spots made fa
mous by the birth, ministry, death and resur
rection of Jesus Christ. The reason for this
disappointment is that shrines have been built
over many of the traditional places, making it
difficult to imagine the scene just as it was when
Jesus was there in the flesh.
At the end of the narrow road that leads in
winding curves up to Bethlehem one does not
see an ancient stable where Mary and Joseph
heard Jesus' first cries; instead he sees an
elaborate building known as the Church of the
Nativity.
Here one is told that the pillars of the
building were salvaged from the temple in
Jerusalem by the order of Queen Helena. And
the guide points out an elaborate altar covered
with gold and silver candlesticks which he says
are lit perpetually. Then with a hushed voice
and in his best professional manner he calls
attention to a large silver star shining from the
floor and exclaims, "That is the exact spot where
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At the end of the Via
Dolorosa,

over which

Jesus stumbled some
twenty centuries ago with
a heavy cross over his
shoulders, the visitor is
again confronted with a
large building - the
Church of the Holy Sep
ulchre. This elaborate
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struct�re is a vast jungle of gold, silver, polished
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only know about it from afar.

marble, flickering candles, breath-taking chan

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was built,

deliers and elaborate mosaics. No expense was
spared to make the place lovely, inspiring, un

many think, over Calvary, where Jesus died for
us. The cross means everything to those who

forgettable.

follow him. With tear-dimmed eyes we sing "The

But again one is disappointed by all this

Old Rugged Cross," "Beneath the Cross of Jesus,"

gold, silver and marble. It just does not blend in

and "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross." But

•

with one's idea of the old rugged cross and

in a very real sense we cannot feel the pain of the

Easter morning. Many would much prefer the

cross because it is unlikely that any of us will

place to be just as it was when the cross became

ever be crucified on one. We love the cross. We

crimson with the lifeblood of the One who died

are saved because of the cross. We bow at the

for our sins. It would be a wonderful thing if all

foot of the cross. The greatest saints, however,

these shrines could be removed. The historic

including John and Mary who were present at

sites would be much more authentic, and the

the actual CrucifiXion, have not even seen, let

salvaged gold and silver would support an army

alone felt, the darkest moments of the cross.

of missionaries!
There is, however, one lovely place in the

Yes, I know library shelves are filled with the
histories of Christians who were burned at the

Holy Land. Its beauty has not been ruined by

stake, pulled apart on the rack, or tortured to

man-made walls, red-tiled roofs, polished marble

death in a thousand other ways. But none of

and hammered gold. And this place is the

them, as they faced the final agony of death, has

incomparably lovely Garden of Gethsemane.

ever cried out in more anguish than did Jesus:

This hallowed spot with its eight ancient

"My God, My God, why have You abandoned Me,

olive trees is now tended by Franciscan friars.

leaving Me helpless, forsaking and failing Me

These men can be seen almost any day as,

and My need?

dressed in their long, brown habits and armed

The most spiritual saint can see the Cross

with baskets or rakes. they work in the garden.

only in dim outline. Its complete meaning will

Their job is one that a tense, high-strung person

always be beyond man. But when we consider

might well envy!

the tragic and glorious hours of Gethsemane, in

Mter one has meditated and prayed in the

a very small measure, perhaps, we can under

shadow of one of these gnarled trees-some

stand, for almost every Christian has had his

people believe they date back to the Middle

knees soiled on the damp grass of a minor

Ages, and some imaginative souls even believe

Gethsemane. More people than any of us imag

their history extends back to the days of Jesus
he asks himself why the Garden was not ruined

ine have their names scrawled in the tattered
register of Heartbreak Hotel.

by shrines as were so many of the other places.

No, Queen Helena did not build a church or

According to tradition, Gethsemane was

shrine over Gethsemane. That little garden on

identified by the chief shrine-maker, Queen

the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives was

Helena, in A. D. 326. Why did she not cover it

much too sacred for that! It came within her

with a large building? It could have been done

personal experiences!

easily.

Where your Gethsemane is, I do not know.

I am sure that there are many logical an
swers to this question, but I am going to take the

It may be at a classroom desk, behind a pulpit,
on the mission field, in a prison cell, in front of

liberty of setting forth the answer that satisfies
me. The Church of the Nativity was built over

white sheets of a hospital bed.

the stable where the Virgin Mary gave birth to
Jesus. This virgin birth of Christ is a fact that

But I do know that if you are a sincere Christian

causes us to rejoice. It moves us. It stirs us. And

you will have such a place sooner or later. But

it causes us to bow our heads in worship. But

before we consider your Gethsemane, where

this experience is one that none of us can really

you wrestle with your temptation and where

a sink piled high with dishes, or between the
I do not know where your place of testing is.

feel, for no one else was ever born of a virgin and

your heart nearly breaks, we must consider the

no one else ever will be. We acknowledge it and
are grateful for it, but we cannot share it. We can

one that was faced by our elder brother, Jesus
Christ.

"The most spiritual saint can see the Cross only in dim outline."
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"There are certain things in the Kingdom that no one
else can do as well as you."
In the quietness of the Upper Room Jesus

guile!" (John 1:47.) But Jesus did not allow

had girded Himself and washed the disciples'

Nathaniel to enter the Garden of Gethsemane!

communion. He had seen the face of Judas

enter, but even though they had been present at

feet. He had had the Last Supper and instituted

harden and had watched him go out into the

night. Then, after they had sung an hymn, He
led the eleven down the stone steps and out onto

Peter, James, and John were allowed to

the Transfiguration, the raising of Jairus' daugh

ter, and many other sacred experiences, Jesus.

did not allow them to go as far into the Garden

the ancient streets of Jerusalem. A full paschal

of Gethsemane as He went!

of many pilgrims as they gathered into the holy

vicious temptations! 0 you with agony· of soul!

Jesus led His followers by the lower pool and

You are fortunate, blessed, privileged! The depths

moon lighted the sky, and there was the sound

city for the Passover.

out through the fountain gate. Then He turned

0 you with the broken heart! 0 you.with the

0 you with apparently unanswered prayers!

of Gethsemane can only be entered by God's

left and followed a path that hugged the walls of

choice saints!

Solomon's porch was brilliantly lighted. They

Gethsemane are trusted souls. The salvation of

the city. At last the Temple came into view.

could see the huge, golden grapevine that
adorned the massive gates. Here Jesus stopped

and gave them a parable. John has recorded it

for us in the fifteenth chapter of his Gospel:

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit; for without me ye can do
nothing." John 15:5.

Mter fmishing the parable, Christ applied it

so that it could be completely understood, and

then He and His disciples continued on their

journey. They passed the historic tomb of
Absalom, crossed the stone bridge that arched

the brook Kidron, and trudged on until they

came to the Garden of Gethsemane. Here Jesus

stopped and asked eight of His disciples to wait

on the outside. Then he took Peter, James, and

John, and entered the place where He was to
fight the greatest battle of all time.

Thomas was a faithful disciple. When the

other disciples were afraid to go into Judea for

fear of the Jews, he said, "Let us also go, that we

may die with him." John 11:16. Jesus did not

allow Thomas
Gethsemane!

to

enter

the

G a r d e n of

Matthew was a faithful disciple. He followed

Jesus at the first call. He arranged a great feast
for the Master and introduced Him to many of

This is so because those who enter

everyone who has ever lived or who ever will live

depends on the death of the Lord Jesus Christ

on the cross.

But God, knowing this and believing in

Jesus, took risks with that salvation. Suppose·

Jesus had yielded to temptation when He was
tempted in the wilderness! Such a thought

makes me dizzy-it takes my breath away! Had

He yielded, there would be no salvation for
anyone. But He did not yield!

Now there are certain things in the Kingdom

that no one else can do as well as you. Everyone

can influence someone more effectively than

anyone else. If you falter and fail in your
Gethsemane, there are certain things that just

will not be done.

Imagine, then, the faith that God has in you

to allow you to go through an avenue of severe

trial. Instead of bemoaning the fact that you

have been following the trail of tears, you should

thank the Lord for the confidence He has in you.

He knows you can take it. Because He believes
in you He is willing to take certain risks!

Those who have the unique opportunity of

being trusted v,1th great suffering, great temp

tations, and great sorrows have a unique pulpit

from which to preach-a pulpit that even death
cannot silence.

his publican friends. His record is clear. Jesus
did not allow Matthew to enter the Garden of
Gethsemanel

very cheerful and heroic, but there is no cheer

"Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no

(Continued on page 15.)

Nathaniel was a faithful disciple. His record
is clear. When Jesus saw him He exclaimed,

But someone may say, "All of this sounds

for me. My Gethsemane is much, much too
bitter for that. I don't think I can stand it any
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This non-sectarian paper is edited and publlshed in the
interest of the universal CHURCH OF GOD each month (except
August of each year, and we omit an issue that month to attend
camp meetings), by Wayne Murphey, and other consecrated
workers at the FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 4318 S. Division,
Guthrie, OK 73044 (USPS184-660).
(Periodical postage paid at Guthrie, OK)
Notice to subscribers: When you move or change your
address, plea.se write us at once, gMng your old and new
address, and include your zip code number. The post office
now charges 50¢ to notify us of each change of address.
Dated copy for publlcatlon must be received by the 18th of
the month prior to the month of issue.
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I EDITORIALS I
With this issue we begin the 79th year of

publishing the Faith and Victory. This longevity
is a testimony to God's provision and the faith
ful support of those who love the truth. We have
certainly felt humbled over the years by the
Lord's blessings and are grateful for all who
have assisted in the publishing work.
My wife, Mary, and I, along with Bro. Michael
and Sis. Rene Smith and family and Sis. Grace
McMillan, enjoyed the fellowship of the saints in

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• • • • • • • • •

Single copy, one year ................................................. $3.00
Package of 5 papers to one address, one year ......... $12.00
Larger quantities are figured at the same rate.

Loranger, LA, and Enterprise, AL, during week
end meetings spent at each place during the
month of February. We appreciated the warm
hospitality shown us by members of both con
gregations, and the interest each expressed in
the Lord's work.

This publlcation teaches salvation from all sin, sanctifica

At the meetings, we shared a song and slide

tion for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus prayed as
recorded 1n John 17:21. and manifested by the apostles and
bellevers after Pentecost. By God's grace we teach, preach, and
practice the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ-the same gospel
that Peter, John, and Paul preached, taught, and practiced,
including divine healing for the body. James 5: 14-15.

presentation which was first presented at the

Its motto: Have faith 1n God. Its object: The glory of God and
the salvation of men; the restoration and promulgation of the
whole truth to the people in this "evening time" as it was in the
morning Church of the first century; the uniftcatlon of all true
bellevers in one body by the love of God. Its standard: separa
tion from the slnful world and entire devotion to the seiVlce and
w1ll of God. Its characteristics: No discipllne but the Bible, no
bond of union but the love of God, and no test of fellowshlp but
the indwelllng Spirit of Christ.
Through the Free Literature Fund thousands of gospel
tracts are published and sent out free of charge as the Lord
supplles. Cooperation of our readers is sollcited, and wl1l be
appreciated 1n any way as the Bible and the Holy Spirit teach
you to do or stir your heart. "Freely ye have received, freely
gtve." Read Ex. 25:2; I Chron. 29:9; II Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.
Freew111 offertngs sent in to the work wlll be thankfully
received as from the Lord. Checks and money orders should be
made payable to Faith Publishing House. All donations are tax
deductible.
A separate Missionary Fund is maintained in order to relay
missionary funds from our readers to the support of home and
foreign missionaries and evangelists.
In order to comply with the Oklahoma laws as a non-profit
reUglous work, the Faith Publishing House is incorporated
thereunder.

Faith Publishing House Worker's Reunion in
July,

1998. Reports were also given on the

missionary endeavors in the Philippines and
West Mrica.
At this time we are planning to make a
return trip to the Philippines for the meeting
which is to be held on the newly completed
campground near San Jose City. Several saints
from the States are interested in accompanying
us, and we are looking fotward to an outpouring
of God's Spirit as we gather for fellowship.
Although definite dates have not been set for
this trip, the general time frame will be AprilS-

18. Your prayers for the success of this Gospel
endeavor would be cherished.
We appreciate those who have sent in dates
for

s u m me r

c a mp

m e e t i ng s .

If

your

congregation's meeting i s not included o n the
list in this issue, please feel free to relay that
information to us as soon as possible.
We also thank all who have submitted· ar
ticles, letters, meeting dates, reports, etc., for

FAITH PUBLISIDNG HOUSE

publication. We can fully appreciate the time

P. 0. Box 518, 4818 S. Division, Guthrie, OK 78044

and effort required to put thought into writing.

omce phone numbers: 405·282·1479, 800·767·1479;

If in the past you have submitted material

fax number: 405·282·6818; home phone: 405·282·6170.
Internet address: http://www.faithpublishing.com

which has not been published, we trust you will

P�tmaster: Please send address corrections to: Faith
PubUshlng House, P.O. Box 518, Guthrie, OK 78044.

piling the Faith and Victory. Not all submissions

understand there is a process required to com
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will make it into print. We must edit and select

Sis. Janice Johnston

material according to space and timeliness. We

Sis. Eamestine Jordan

do our best to share with our readers that which

Sis. Betty Lassche

we feel can be a blessing to all.

The Lounds sisters

Yours for the work of Christ,
-Bro. Wayne Murphey
------·

Sis. Mattie Mcintyre
Sis. Bertha Miles
Bro. Allan Miller
Sis. Virginia Myers
Sis. Dollie O'Neall
Bro. 0. C. Porter
Sis. Melba Powell

FL-"I would like to put in a prayer request
for Sis. Mattie Mcintyre. She has been a good
stewardess for the Lord, and at this time is very
ill. Also pray for Sis. Lydia Bennett."
-Sis. Marilyn Evans
LA-Jack Witte has been diagnosed with
cancer. He and his family are looking to God for
a miracle.
OR-"Ruby Fern is having a severe short
ness of breath and would appreciate prayer."
-Bro. Bill Busch

Bro. John Robinson
Sis. Rose Samons
Sis. Myrtle Savoie
Bro. M. Agenemoh Sidi
Sis. Violet Sinkhorn
Sis. Kay Stover
The Mitch Taylor family
Bro. Curtis Williams, Sr.
Bro. Max Williamson
Sis. Esther Wilson
------·

KY-"Pray for an unsaved daughter, Lucinda,
who is in the hospital with a serious illness.
Also, all of my unsaved family. Pray for my dear
parents, Bro. and Sis. Clark, in their afflictions.
"Remember the Lord's work here at Garri
son, KY. and our pastor, Sis. Mary Hughes, in
body. We appreciate her very much and all the
saints. Keep me in your prayers that I will stay
faithful to my precious Savior. I also have some
afflictions.
"I know the Lord never fails us. He has
brought me through many trials and is doing so
daily. Praise His holy name!" -Sis. Kay Griffith
------

Standing Prayer Requests
Sis. Lydia Bennett
Sis. Alscene Breckenridge
Bro. Jon Busbee
Sis. Mamie Butcher
Bro. Nathan Carver
Sis. Estelene Cramer
Bro. Daniel Davis, Jr.
Bro. Dale Doolittle
Sis. Elaine Dunn
Sis. Eleanor Fingerle

Oklahoma State [Guthrie)-May 25-June 3
Holly Hill, SC-June 3-10
Jefferson, OR-June 8-17
Tulsa, OK-June 10-17
Fresno, CA-June 29-July 8
National [Monark Springs, MO)-July 20-29
Myrtle, MO-August 1-5
------·

MIAMI, FL, CAMP MEETING
The spring camp meeting for the Miami
congregation will be April l -8. Your prayers and

Sis. Pearlene Gerald

attendance will be very much appreciated. There

Sis. Esther Gordon

will be two services on both Sundays, and

Bro. Huey Gordon, Jr.

nightly services during the week.

Bro. Ben Harrison

For further information please contact the

Sis. Mary Hughes

pastor, Bro. RobertMcintyre, at (305) 233-2166

Sis. Daisy Johnson

or Bro. Charles Clay, at (305) 235-4271.
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LOS ANGELES, CA, SPRING REVIVAL
Greetings in the precious name of Jesus:
The Los Angeles, CA, saints extend a warm
welcome to their Spring Revival to be held April
6-8, 2001.
Services will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday, as well as an ordinance service
on Saturday at 2:30. Sunday School is sched
uled for 9:30 a.m. on the 8th, with worship
services at 10:30 and 2:30. Dinner will also be
seiVed. There will be no night service on Sun
day.
For further information please contact the
pastor, Bro. Travis and Sis. Alice Johnson (760)
956-7741 or Bro. Eddie Johnson (661) 3251644. The telephone number of the Los Angeles
chapel is (213) 742-0123.

WICHITA, KS, MEETING NOTICE
The Wichita, KS, Spring Meeting has been
set for April 20-29, 2001. We are asking God to

that are on my body and what God is doing for
me in spite of them. With God's help I will try to
make it as clear as I can. I am losing the function
of my kidneys. Therefore that is causing me to
swell from my head to my feet. Sometimes I look
in the mirror, but oh! praise God for His bless
ings on me. I'm thankful I am alive and can
praise His name.
I have high blood pressure because of my
kidney loss. Please pray for that.
I have diabetes, but thanks be to God, with
the changing of my eating habits my blood
sugar is better.
I have cataracts on my eyes, but praise God
for a wife, one who loves and takes good care of
me.
From my knees to my toes I am in pain.
There are no neiVe endings in the bottom of my
feet, so from my knees to my toes I am numb.
But I am thankful that I can walk. Many times
it is hard getting in and out of vehicles, but by
God's grace I can.

direct, anoint and bless for a profitable meeting.

I have learned to praise God with a heart of

We expect the Holy Spirit to burden the minis

love and gratitude. I am so thankful for His

ters whom God wants to attend, and give them

mercy unto me. I see Jesus in all that is happen

the Word which is needed for each service. We

ing to me.

ask the saints everywhere to pray for the sue
. cess of the meeting, and if God leads you to

If God heals me I am a winner, and if He
doesn't, I am a winner. Praise His name!

attend, we will be expecting you. We desire to

At this time I would like to thank all of the

see souls saved, and believers sanctified and
bodies healed to the glory of God. We want

saints for their phone calls, cards, letters, and

people to be revived, edified, refreshed and

Continue to pray for me.

most of all, your prayers and encouragement.

blessed as needed.

-Bro. Jimmie McDonald

On both Sundays we will have three ser

(Update: Since the writing of this testimony,

vices. On Monday-Saturday we will have two
services daily at 11:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. The

Bro. Jimmie McDonald has become bedridden,
but he is still praising God. Remember him in

Church address is: 1701 N. Ash. Phone (316)

prayer.)

267-9582. Contacts are:Bro. Emmanuel Gracey
(316) 778-1848 or Bro. Paul Phillips (316) 7219557.

• ••••••

OK-I am thankful for the family of God.
God's Word is a blessing. It was sent to deliver
us from evil and the forces of darkness. I have
no desire to sin.
I covet the saints' prayers that I may always
love as Jesus loves....
May the blood of Jesus continue to cleanse
and perfect us.

-8is. Leoma Duvall

CT-DearBro. Wayne: I hope this notefmds
TN-Greetings to all the saints far and near:

you in good health, as well as those who labor

I awakened this morning (February 2, 2001)

with you in our Lord's service....

with a heart full of praise and thanksgiving to
our God. He has a name above all names. Praise

Please send a one year's Faith and Victory
subscription to Mr. Tony DiDio. Tony is a brother

His holy name!

in the Lord who is 88 years old now. He is the
brother of the late Sammy DiDio who went to be

I feel led of the Lord to describe the afflictions
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with our Lord a few years back. Sammy, who
labored with the Church of God in Louisiana
also brought me a message and a tract in 1954
to make me look into the Word. I was saved and
still thank our Lord for using him. Bro. and Sis.
Ray Key came down from Louisiana to baptize
me at that same time in Beardsley Park.
I am now still healthy and my wife is also. I
am 71 years old now,and my wife,Harriet,is 62.
We are so thankful for all the Lord is still doing
in our lives.
I really enjoy the messages and poems in the
Faith and Victory.
Yours in Jesus' service,

-Tom Stoliker

NE-Dear Bro. Wayne, Sis. Mary and co
workers: It has been quite some time since I
have sent in a testimony,but I want you to know
that I

am

still living by faith and my trust is still

in the Lord.
I have had six strokes since October of 1998.
Three of them have been major and three have
been minor. My left side has been affected each
time from the top of my head to the tip of my
toes. But the Lord has blessed me so much after
each one,and I could never praise Him enough....
I have a numbness in my right hand, espe
cially in the fmgers. I have had this numbness
for probably three years or more. If it is the
Lord's will I know He can heal it. I am so
thankful that I can still write letters. My eye
sight has been affected each time and I have
cataracts on both eyes, but my vision doesn't
seem to be much worse than it was a year ago.
I am still living with my eldest daughter in
Nebraska and getting the best of care. My family
is so loving and supportive of me.
I want to thank all the saints who have, and
still are, praying for me. I deeply appreciate all
your concern and prayers.
Keep me and my loved ones in your prayers.
-sis. Violet Sinkhorn
Christian love,
CA-Dear Bro. Wayne: Greetings in the name
of our Lord Jesus. I hope this finds everyone well
and encouraged to press on.
I have been meaning to write for quite some
time. Somehow I just never took the time to do
it. I would like to thank everyone for their
prayers. It is so wonderful to know that by
sending a prayer request to the Faith and Vic
tory paper many saints will be praying.
My oldest son, Mike, was taken from us in
August of last year. It has been a loss to his
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family and many friends. We were praying for a
miracle and we got one in the way of his being
saved a few weeks before his death. Bro. and
Sis. Randel and Bro. Jason and Sis. Sylvia
McClendon came from Sacramento to talk and
pray with him. We were so thankful for their
coming and the Lord working in this.
I lost my oldest daughter, Katie, in Decem
ber of 1997 to cancer. Mike also had cancer,just
a different kind. Bro. James and Sis. Charlotte
Huskey came several times to be with Katie. She
accepted the Lord a few months before she
passed away.
I have several special requests that need
your prayers.
I enjoy the Faith and Victory so much. I just
wish the saints were a little closer so we could
get together.
Love to all there. Your work is surely appre
ciated.
Love and prayers,

-8is. Doris Pihaylic

K8-Bro. Wayne Murphey: My name is Bro.
Eddie Roberts and I am your brother in the
Lord. I am incarcerated at the Leavenworth,KS,
prison with Bro. Michael Clyburn. We are cell
mates. It was through the witness of this good
brother, and the example of his sanctified life
that I came to the knowledge of the truth. I
would like to give my testimony to you to show
you that God can use any circumstance to
touch a life.
When I was nineteen years old I came to
prison with six years to serve. I was raised in
Pentecostal churches and told that a person
had to speak in tongues to have the Holy Spirit.
But someone forgot to mention the fruits of the
spirit; love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle
ness, goodness and faith. (Galatians 5:22.) I
was abused as a child, and learned to have
hatred for my mother and step-father. I was
made to go to church two, three, or four times a
week,and I learned to hate church also. I turned
to drugs and ran with gangs. As a consequence,
I found myself in federal piison at nineteen
years of age.
I tried to go back to the God of my youth
because I knew that I could not change myself.·
I had started smoking cigarettes at the age of
seventeen while in jail. I had been in minor
trouble as a juvenile and when I was seventeen
I was sent to the state prison for one year. My
girlfriend was pregnant with my son at the time.
I got out a year later and my girlfriend had

/
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another child. Eleven moths later I was in the

March,2001

that by the grace of God we were gouig to go to

federal prison. I received counseling from so

heaven-sin and all. I had been taught that we

called Christians. I was told to "read and pray."

would be changed in the twinkling of an eye.

That was all I had to do to be a Christian. So

Then and only then, would we be perfect and

while I was in for the six years, I read and

without sin. Well, Bro. Mike said some very

prayed. I also gambled, smoked, swore, fought,

disturbing words to me that day. He said, "Well,

was in a gang, and plotted revenge on. my

Bro. Eddie, if you can go to heaven smoking

girlfriend who, on top of having two children,

cigarettes, and another brother can go swear

was pregnant with a third child which wasn't
mine.

being dishonest, another in a gang, then who is

ing, another with homosexuality, another with

In this condition I was released at twenty

going to hell?" Now that was a good question,

five years of age. I went home and got involved

seeing as almost every sinner man claims to be

in the church which I grew up going to. I met a

a Christian. The brother's words stayed with me
and I went back for more. His Bible memory was

beautiful girl there and we were married a few
months later. I thought I had it all. My beautiful
wife and I had a little car and my two children

astounding. His knowledge and wisdom of the

were getting to know me. By this time they were

before. I asked Bro. Mike where he got his

six and seven years old.

knowledge of the truth, and he gave me books to

Scriptures was something I had never seen

Not to stretch this out too much, I couldn't

read; The Revelation Explained by F. G. Smith,

trust God to provide for me and my family, and

books by Warner, Riggle, Orr and others. I

my wife and I were not getting along. I had a

learned how to rightly divide the word of truth.

friend who I was in prison with and pretty soon

I was amazed at how I could be in "church" for

I was hanging with him. I started thinking of

twenty years and never have heard the truth. I

ways to get money and I started committing

found out that the Holy Spirit sanctified you and

crimes and using drugs.

gave you power to be free from sin.

Eleven months to the day of being released

Bro. Mike and I became fast friends, but I

from prison I was back with a new charge. I cried

still hadnl reached sanctification. I was holding

and cried to the Lord. At this point I wanted to

hurt from my marriage and worrying about my

kill myself, but the Lord had enough truth in me

wife, and I was smoking a lot. I had to give it all

to let me know that was not an answer. I wanted

over to the Lord and make a faith move and

to trust God, but felt He had let me down so

move where Bro. Mike stayed. (This prison is

many times. I felt I had tried Christianity. I was

divided into eight units and two of them are non

grieved for my wife because I really loved her

smoking.) Bro. Mike stayed in a non-smoking

though we were not getting along well when I

unit. I was hesitant about going because I knew

came tojail. I was only facing five years this time

I would have to answer to Bro. Mike because he

so I went to trial. I lost and received nine years.

would be looking over my shoulder. I moved and

I joined the ranks of the "professors." There

for two days I smoked, literally hiding it from

was one brother everyone talked about. They

Bro. Mike. Finally I gav:e in and by faith gave

said, "He takes it too far." I talked to him. You

them up and asked the Lord to honor it and

know, I wanted to "help" him. I remember vividly

send His Spirit to dwell with me so that I would
be able to stay free.

our frrst conversation. I left feeling I had just
gotten clubbed over the head with the Word of
God. Well, I decided to take a different ap

God is good, brother. I have been sanctified
for six months and in that time I haven't smoked

proach. I avoided him and started to dislike him

or willfully sinned, not even once, and any

just as the others did. He would come around

mistakes or problems I had, the Lord has helped

and just Bro. Mike's presence would inake me

me to overcome.

hide my cigarette, even to the point of burning
myself. He would say, "Bro. Eddie, you know the

Pray for the "professing" Christians here.
Bro. Mike and I are reproached and scomed for

Lord doesn't like you smoking."
One day I got fed up and decided to tell him

the name of Christ but we love to suffer for good.
It is much more peaceful than suffering for evil.

about God's mercy and love and how He "per
mitted" me to smoke because He knew I was

We have a Faith Publishing House library here
that probably rivals your own. So we are blessed

"weak." In expounding I told him the Lord loved
all of us professing Christians with our sin and

indeed. We used to hold Bible study daily for
some struggling brothers but Satan "sifted"
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them as wheat and so we stand alone with
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Several people were called for prayer, in

Christ now. Pray for them, please. We continue

cluding the San Bernardino congregation. The

-Bro. E. P. Roberts

day was set aside for special prayer and at?-Oint

to pray for the Church· of God.
In Christ,

OK-Dear Bro. Wayne: Greetings to you

once again in Jesus' precious name. We are
thankful for what He means to us. He is our all

and in all. I trust all is going well with all of you

there at the Print Shop.

next few weeks I spent a lot of time in prayer. A

ing with oil. About 25 were able to come. God's

presence was so strorig that there was hardly a
dry eye in the group. The prayers were so
anointed I felt God had answered prayer.

A few weeks later another test for colon

cancer was taken.· No cancer at all could be

My wife is not very well. Please remember

found. Praise God!

Bro. Hyrum Ray is reading out of the book,

ful miracle. God still heals today. I .·am still

her in prayer.

God's Gracious Dealings

for our devotion hour

in the Golden Rule Home. It is encouraging and

inspiring to note how that God blessed the

publishing work from the very beginning.
We trust He will continue to do so.

Your brother in Christ, -Bro. T.V. McMillian
FL-Hi: My name is Carla Connor. I have

recently started reading the Faith and

Victory

paper and it has been such a blessing to my
soul. I don't have very much to give, but I desire

to do all I can for the Lord....

·

Could you all please remember me and my

husband in prayer? We are newly saved, and

the devil has been battling my husband pretty
strong. He was laid off of his job today, but we

are trusting the Lord no matter what. It is such
a blessing to know that there are people all
around who are serving G·od.

We love you all very much,

-The Connors

CA-Dear Bro. Wayne: We send you greet

I started telling everybody of God's wonder

witnessing today of God's wonderful power. I am
in better health than I have been in ten years.

-T. Gus.Poulus

Thanks be to God,

CA-l fell two days before Christmas and

broke my hip. I.broke the whole hip joint and

had surgery the Sunday before Christmas.

I'm doing very well after one month. I would

never have pulled through this if it weren't for

my loving Lord. I felt Him right beside me in all

my pain. He said He would never leave me....

I shared this home with Alvin for over forty
years, and I am still here, but I miss' Alvin. He

has been gone ten years now. I am 87 years old
as of January 31st.

I enjoy the Faith

and Victory

Your sister in Christ,

very much.

-Helen Whitehouse

OK-Dear Bro. Wayne: I

am

enjoying the

blessings of the Lord and I am thankful for the

way the Lord takes care of me at an old age.

There is much in the news· today of a man

ings this new year.

who was pardoned by the former president, of

colon cancer. I have seen a lot of miracles

thought of how God had pardoned me of many

In the spring of 2000 I was diagnosed with

throughmy mother, NelliePoulus. Many of you
knew her. Her life was a witness to how great
God really is. I saw many miracles as a child
growing up and as a young person. Believe me,

it made a real impact on my life.
When you are diagnosed with a life-threat-·

ening disease, expecting a miracle on your
behalf is different than having the faith God will

do it for someone else.
As I was meditating about my illness one day

sins that should have sent him to prison. 'I

wrong doings-forgave and forgot. I was set free.
I am enjoying that freedom today.

-Sis. Pauline Patterson

KY-Dear Brother Wayne and ·coworkers:

Greetings in Jesus' precious name. I am happy
to be in the Lord's army rejoicing in truth.

I love Him with all my heart and am deter

mined to press onward. The dear Lord is bless
ing His work here. We have had another pre

the Lord brought to my mind Romans 8:28,
"And we know that all things work together for

expecting more. God is still working in Zion. We

called according to his purpose." Mter reading

which He is worthy. The more we praise Him the

good to them that love God, to them who are the

cious soul saved a few weeks ago and are

must be faithful to Him and give Him praise for

that verse I was at peace, knowing that God was

more He will do. I am so happy to be a part of His

in full control.

body.
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The Word says, "buy the truth and sell it
not." Many have and are selling out. There is
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the Lord and worthy of any help which anyone
can give them.)

nothing in this world worth losing our souls

•••••••

over. The truth is what saves and sets us free,
praise God.
I am so happy to be a child of God. I can't
think of living any other way. It is joy going this
way.
Dear ones, pray for a situation in a school
here where two of my grandsons and a little boy
attend. A little five-year-old boy came down with
spinal meningitis last Tuesday (Feb. 6). so the
children in the school have been exposed. I had
a call Wednesday evening requesting prayer
and another one Thursday.
We have many prayer requests which come
to us. It seems that our world is in a very sad
condition. It seems as if people want His bless

From India...

February 20,

2001-Dear Bro. Wayne

ings, but do not want to accept Him. Oh, If they

Murphey and dear saints scattered abroad: The

only knew what they are missing. I went the way

terrible earthquake in the north west part of

of the world for years and then joined a church

India swallowed the lives of thousands of people

and all that went with it, but never had anything

in that area. The damages cannot be estimated.

except a profession. My name was on a book,

We in Kerala State are quite safe. Praise the

but not on God's book of life.

Lord! We appreciate your prayers for us.

"If I had ten thousand lives in which to

The people in India everywhere spend day

praise Him, I could not enough my blessed Lord

and night with the fear of more earthquakes.

adore." Amen.

Waves are seen in the wells in different places.

The last time I wrote I related that we were

In some wells the waves are just like boiling

trying to fmd a suitable lot on which to build a

water. Minute earthquakes are going on even in

church building. Praise be to God, we found one

our area also, but no considerable damage.

and it's paid for in full. However, that has left us

We appreciate your prayers for us. Church

with very little with which to start building. We

activities are moving on fine. All day service at

would like to start building as soon as the winter

Thrissur on February 4th was a blessed gather

weather breaks. We are trusting God to provide.

ing. We will have fasting and prayer meeting at

The chapel we are in now is not ours and is not

our congregation at Nadukkunnu this Satur

available to buy. When the weather is very cold

day, February 24th, where our eight congrega

we are unable to have services because we are

tions gather together to attend.

unable to heat the building. I believe it is over
one hundred years old. There are no inside
facilities at all. I believe that if we can get the

Please continue to remember our needs in
your prayers.
Yours in Him,

-Bro. John Varghese

material for a new building it is possible that
some of the labor could be done by the brethren

From Honduras...

in the congregation. We have already had the

February 14, 2001-Dear saints in the U.S.:

offer of a licensed plumber to do that phase of

Greetings from Politilly Bight, Roatan, Hondu
ras! We want to send our love and gratitude to

the building project.
If anyone would feel led of the Lord to help us

all of you who make this missionary effort

with this burden, please call Bro. Meredith

possible. All is well; we have been here three

Hughes at (606) 796-3159, or write to HC 74

weeks and the Lord has blessed wonderfully.

Box 642, Vanceburg, KY 41179.
Yours in His service,

-Sister Mary Hughes

We opened the doors to the Guiding Light
English School on February 6, 2001. Beginning

(Editor's note: We have had contact with

enrollment was at our maximum capacity of 48

Sis. Mary Hughes for several years, as well as

students (part morning students and part after

had the privilege to visit the Vanceburg congre

noon students). About 75% of the students are

gation, and can verify that they are zealous for

still attending Spanish school, so we are having

March, 2001

FAITH AND VICTORY

Page Eleven

to be very flexible with scheduling. We attend 3-

we feel this is a reasonable request. This is

3 1 I 2 hours in the morning and also in the

exposing them to truth; especially those not in

afternoon classes. It makes the day rather long;

the local congregation.

often not being able to be home unti15:00. Most

Our staff includes Sis. Judy Trepagnier who

students are currently studying English, spell

will be living in the little mission house. We

ingandBible courses. A few are taking extended

thank the Meek and Clement families for all

courses in other subjects. Many of you have

their efforts in purchasing and shipping the

donated readers and we encourage them to read

needed furnishings for her, as well as the school

to build their reading skills. We have also had

needs. Much of our need was supplied by your

some art supplies given to the school. They are

donations and we think of you as we use it. May

so thrilled with the colorful and creative things

God bless you all.

they can do.

Sis. Judy has been to the training inHondu

We are requesting that all students attend

ras to supervise this school. Bro. Keith Fuller

ing the school also attend our services at least

has secured the permission to operate it. We are

once a week. Because this missionary project is

traininga localpastor here, Bro. ToneyHamilton,

subsidized by the Church of God in the States,

to serve as a helper in the school. He has been
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unable to get a full-time job so we are paying
him a small amount to help Sis. Judy daily. Sis.
Judy is vexy capable and we are so glad to have
her in charge; not only for her spiritual stability,
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village. As you can see, there is much to be done.
In addition to the school, we have done a good

but her Spanish/English speaking ability.
Our curriculum is being shipped from the

bit of visiting and attended a funeral, also.
Most all who come to visit this island stay at
the little mission house we have rented for
about the past eight years. It is a vexy tiny place,

mainland as needed. The warehouse staff and
supervisors there have been vexy helpful in

but has been a blessing through the years. We
are staying here now; Sis. Judy is lodging at

getting organized.
We have also organized a local school board

another house while we are here.
We feel a need to build a church mission

of three men and two women from the local
congregation to help maintain discipline and
rules. The people here tend to be vexy respectful
to authority, for which we are thankful. The
parents are keeping the school clean, daily.
We have a waiting list of approximately 20

house of increased size on the church property
in the near future. We are drawing up plans for

other children wanting to enroll. Due to a lack
of space and staff, we can only put them on hold
until the Lord provides otherwise. Please pray
with us about this.

this while here, and getting some estimates for
this structure. We are asking prayer for direc
tion in this endeavor.
We again solicit your prayers and thank you
all for your generous support. God is blessing
on this little Bay Island and we praise Him.
Yours in the work,

-Bro. Toney Samons

And the Honduras Missionaxy Team

My wife and I are currently helping place the
children in proper academic positions and orga

From the Philippines:

nizing as many areas as possible in the six-week
period we are here. We hope to return with our

Murphey: Greetings of grace, peace and joy

daughter, Andrea, on March 6.
Sis. Andrea Meek from Loranger, LA arrives

from the Lord to you and your family, and to all
the saints there....

tomorrow, the 15th for a two month stay on the

I am sad to inform you that Bro. Damoso
Ricardo, the elder in Llanera, died last month.

island. She will be helping Sis. Judy. We are
looking to the Lord to provide additional help
after April 15 for the rest of the school year.
Many have expressed an interest, but none
have made a definite commitment.
In addition to this help, Bro. Doug Wall and
his two daughters, Sarah and Andrea, have
visited with us. The girls have been a real
encouragement to Andrea (Samons) and they
have befriended lots of local children. Bro. Doug
has been a good handy man while here, as well
as with visiting and becoming acquainted with
the people here. They all leave on the 16th of

Januaxy 23, 2001-Dear Bro. and Sis.

His children and the young people there are
determined to stand firm with their faith and
the truth to serve the Lord. They are also active
in teaching the Bible to their relatives and
friends. Bro. Joel Ricardo is the pastor there.
If you remember I reported to you about my
cousin who is an ex-governor of Quirino prov
ince. He sustained a broken leg in an accident.
Please pray .for him.
We were a little bit shaken because of what

Februaxy. We will miss them.
We are planning to begin Adult Classes for

happened to our government. Our President
was forced to give up his position and step out
from Malacauang Palace because of protest
rallies led by Cardinal Jaime Sin of the Roman

English next week. We can only do this one
night per week, in order not to overburden the

Catholic Church, and the opposition party. We
spent much time with disturbed emotions be

workers here. We have many more on the wait
ing list besides the 25-30 we feel we can com

cause we feared it might result in bloodshed or
a civil war. Now we have a new revolutionaxy

fortably teach in these classes. We also have
another village begging us to come to them and
teach them English. We need wisdom and our
time multiplied for such a task.
One Spanish brother who was saved in our
village now lives on the mainland. He visited us
·ecently, asking us to come and start a congre
ltion "just like this one" there in his native

President, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.
The brothers and sisters are now again
eagerly waiting for the camp meeting in April.
We are anticipating for a successful camp meet
ingbecause of your presence and other brothers
and sisters from America. We are earnestly
praying for God's guidance and to show to us
His mighty power.
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Again, we say thank you so much dear
saints. We are praying for you and may God

repairing, maintaining, building or buying. His

continue to use you as an instrument of His love

He leaves to cherish his memory his faithful

to the world.

-Matias S. Tangunan
•••••••

place will be hard to fill.
wife, Betty; 6 daughters, Sharon and Darryl
Pettie, Dallas, TX, Melody and Clyde Johnson,
Leticia and OrlandoRoss,Rochelle andRosheny,
all of Wichita, KS, Jennifer and Dale Vierthaler
ofHaven, KS; 6sons, James, Gregory, Emmanuel
and Beverly, Samuel, Nathaniel and Michael,
all ofWichita, KS; one sister, Julia Ann Holmes
ofDover, OK, 17 grandchildren, two great grand
children and a host of relatives, friends and
saints.
Funeral services were held on December 23,
2000, with Bro. Charles Chandler officiating.
Interment was in the Old Mission Cemetery,
Wichita, KS.
•••••••

Billy James Gracey was one of eight chil
dren born to Samuel and Julia Gracey. His
three brothers preceded him in death. He en
tered this life January13, 1930, in Dover, OK,
and finished his course December13, 2000, at

QUESTION AND ANSWER
BY
BRO. OSTIS B. WILSON
Reprint

the age of 70. He grew up in Dover and� gradu

(Continued from last month.)

ated from Booker T. Washington High School.
In May of 1951 he married Betty Jean

regarding sanctification: the need of this expe

Johnson. In just five more months they would

rience, the process of it, what it is and what it

QUESTION: Several questions have come in

have celebrated their 5 0th anniversary. They

does, how it is done, what the conditions are for

moved to Wichita, KS, after they were married,

it, and when and how it is obtained, etc.

and resided there the rest of his life. They were

ANSWER: The apostle Paul said in Romans

the proud parents of twelve precious children.

: 3, "...But sin, that it might appear sin, ..." It
71

Billy served his two years in the U. S. Army

took an operation of the Holy Spirit in the heart

and then worked at Cudahay Packing Company

to cause this to happen. Then we see in sin that

for 24 years. Next he worked at Beech Aircraft

which we had never seen in it before.We see sin

Plant for 17 years before retiring in 1993. He

in its true colors; defiling, deforming, breaking

was a very ambitious man and kept quite busy

righteous laws, affronting an awful majesty,

after retiring by maintaining the houses and
apartments that he and his wife rented and

and profaning a sovereign crown by casting it to

owned in their BG Rental Business. He was on
an errand concerning some property when he

death at its heels. "The wages of sin is death, ..."

was striken with a sudden heart attack.
He was a devoted husband and father, and

shall die." (Ezekiel18:4.) Thus sin revives and

the ground. We see sin in its consequences with
(Romans 6:23); and "...The soul that sinneth, it
we die, or lose our innocence before God in

he loved and appreciated all of his children. He
was a patient, gentle, kind-hearted man. He will

which we have lived up until then, and become

be greatly missed by all of his family as well as

science. There is nothing about which the natu

all who knew him.
Bill settled his old account with God a long
time ago and became a member of the Church
of God. After his conversion, he was baptized by
his uncle, the late Ulysse.s Phillips. He served as
a Trustee and Chairman of the Board for over 40
years. He was faithful at his post of duty whether

ral man is more blind than inherent corruption,

guilty before Him and condemned in our con

concerning which the understanding is alto
gether in the dark until the Holy Spirit by the
Word of God-the gospel of Christ-reveals it
and makes .it known.
Now, let us return to Romans 5:12 and look
at it a little further. It is said in the Scripture,
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"...so death passed upon all men, for that all

temper tantrums when they can't have their

have sinned." There would surely be no ques

own way and do many other things that are not

tion in any of our minds about all dying. All our
ancestors have died and gone on and we see

right and are therefore sin in the strictest sense
of the word. All of this indicates something in

people around us dying every day, and we all
accept the fact that we will die. But in the text

that child's nature that is selfish. It also indi
cates something in the child's nature to want

the fact that all die is predicated on the fact that
all have sinned. Why can we not as readily

his own way and to rebel when he can't have it.
The question has been asked, "What makes

accept that statement as the one preceding it?
Notwithstanding, there may be some ques
tion in the minds of some as to how this could

a child cry?" Ordinary crying could be for many
ordinary causes. But when a child throws a·

be and whether it includes children (before the

temper tantrum because he cannot have his or
her own way, that goes deeper and indicates

age of accountability), etc. I feel it the safest

that something is in his nature to want his own

policy to accept the statement as it is in God's

way. His actions show rebellion inside of him
against not being able to have his own way. I
have seen some really small children throw
themselves on the floor, scream, yell and cry
because they could not have something done

Word whether we may be able to explain every
feature of it or not, and especially when a
statement that we all do accept without ques
tion is predicated upon this statement.
It is my persuasion that small children do
sin. They do unrighteous things and "All

do things that they could not do and remain in
innocency before God if they were older and

their own way. You may say, "My child doesn't
have those kind of spells. I just won't allow it
and he knows just what he would get for trying
something like that." Well, that is really wonder
ful and you ought not to allow your child to act
that way. But if you have your child under better

more mature in judgment. They deceive their
parents, fuss and fight over their toys, strike

control than that, it does not mean that he does
not have the same thing in his nature as the

each other, bite, scratch, and pull hair when

child who does act that way.
(To be continued next month.)

unrighteousness is sin: ..." (I John 5: 17.) Very
small children do things that are not right. They

another child has a toy they want. They throw

Rally Together
By Sis. Evodna Marler
Think back to the latest most prominent

If strangers can give such an outpouring of

news. What was it? Was it of the 168 whose lives
were snuffed out suddenly in the Oklahoma

respect and love to those they don't know and
are only bound by temporal interests, so much

City federal building bombing, or the ten killed
in a plane crash on their return from a sports

more should we, the church, rally behind one
another with intensity. More than ever let us

game, or the race car driver whose love for the
races drove him to his death as he was madly

unite in a bond that will uplift, encourage and
strengthen the brethren.

rushing to win another trophy and fame? Since
most all were taken quickly without time to

Instead of believing every bad deed spoken
of, and condemning and being critical of one's
misunderstood actions, let us get behind that
person with our prayers and encouragement.
Bro. Ostis Wilson used to exhort us concerning
gossip, to just let it die. A great idea! Let us not
wait until someone leaves our midst to appreci
ate and love them.

prepare for death, it saddens our hearts too.
Thousands have expressed concern over
these deaths. What is it that creates a nation to
rally to the occasion and bond in grief, sacrific
ing to show their sympathy and togetherness?
Would you not say it is a common interest?
In the memorial honoring the ten persons
who recently died in a plane crash, it was
strongly emphasized of the dedication, com
radeship, closeness and fun enjoyed by these
athletes and their associates. Their main bond
being a love of the same common interest
sports.

As was prayed in the closing of the memorial
seiVice for the 10 plane crash victims-"We
embrace and support them with our actions
and our prayers." Can we do less to those with
whom we are joined into one common interest
through the faith, love and blood of our Lord,
Jesus Christ? May God help us.
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GETHSEMANE
(Continued from page 3.)
more. The pain is too intense. The enemy is too
near. I think I'll be forced to give up."

Page Fifteen

barefoot and in sackcloth, and was fleeing from
His son Absalom. In the cup Jesus took that
night were all the sins of David, all the sins of
Absalom, and all the sins of Sodom and
Gomorrah, all the sins of the ancient world, all

Yes, there are bitter Gethsemanes through

the sins of the Dark Ages, all the sins of the

which many Christians are privileged to pass.

modem world, and all the sins of the ages to

And some of them are so bitter they cause the

come.

imagination to reel. But even so Jesus led the

Jesus Christ who never sinned and who

way through every type of sorrow, and He will
lead us and support us when the going is rough.

loathes sin, was to become sin for us. Or as Paul

We must always remember that His Gethsemane

expressed it to the Corinthians, "For he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that

was far more bitter than any we will ever face.

we might be made the righteousness of God in

Mark gives us a graphic account of what hap

him." (II Corinthians 5:21.)

pened on that trying Thursday night. We look at

But now let us get a picture of Jesus in the

it as translated by J. B. Phillips (Mark 14:33-

Garden. We see Him at the rocklike base of an

36):

olive tree. The moon is shining through the

"He took with him Peter, James, and John,

leaves lighting up His face on which we see deep

and began to be horror-stricken and desper

lines of anxiety, pain, and care. For a while He

ately depressed.

prays on his knees, and then He flings His whole
body on the ground. There is the smell of

"'My heart is nearly breaking,' He told them.
'Stay here and watch for Me.'

burning grapevines and rancid olive oil in the

"Then He walked forward a little way and

air. The smell of the olive oil comes from a

flung Himself on the ground, praying that if it

nearby olive press. We can see the huge circular

were possible, He might not have to face the

stone that stands on end in the hollow of a larger

ordeal.

stone. The upper stone is pierced by a long pole,
and this pole is the means for turning the upper

"'Dear Father,' He said, 'all things are pos
sible to you. Please-let me not have to drink

stone and crushing the olives.

this cup! Yet it is not what I want but what You

This very night Christ Himself is to become
like the crushed olives in the press. Even now
Judas is at the Temple gathering the rabble who

want.'"
When you remember that these words were
the words of the Son of God who helped form the

will turn the stone that will squeeze the life out

planets, who is clothed in glory and honor, who

of His body.

knew no sin, and who was from the beginning,

Peter,James, andJohn-their heads on the

you know it was a bitter experience indeed.
Most of us fmd ourselves suddenly thrust

root of an olive tree about one hundred feet
away-are at rest. To the left Christ can see the
dancing flames from the lights on Solomon's

into a Gethsemane. All at once, without warn
ing, the day of decision and struggle is upon us.
And because it comes as a surprise we do not
suffer the gnawing agonies of anticipation.
But this was not true with Jesus Christ. As
"... the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world" (Revelation 13:8), He felt the agony of
Gethsemane and Calvary from the very begin
ning. From the time iron was formed in the
mountains and valleys He knew that one day
bits of it would be fashioned into square-headed
nails that would be driven through His hands
and feet.
That night when Christ crossed the brook
Kidron, He crossed it at the place where His
royal ancestor David had crossed nearly a thou
sand years before. On that occasion David was

porch, and on either side He can see the lights
in the homes of those preparing for the Pass
over.
All at once the Roman bugle sounds, the
signal for the change of the watch on the Tower
of Antonia. Then the three weary disciples hear
the voice of Jesus coming through the crisp
morning air as He prays, "Abba, Father, all
things are possible unto thee; take away this
cup from me: nevertheless not what I will but
what thou wilt." (Mark 14:36.)
The Master continues on in prayer, but
,

Peter, James, and John just cannot keep their
eyes open. It has been a long day. They have
been up since early morning. Jesus has taught
them many things and their bodies are tired
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from learning. Soon their eyes close again and
they fall into heavy sleep.

Would it not be a wonderful thing if we would
exercise more effort trying to fit into God's plans

The next thing they know, Jesus is shaking
them awake. He rebukes them mildly and asks

rather than trying to get Him to fit into our neat
little schemes? Of course, it is true that Jesus

of Peter, "Sleepest thou? couldest not thou

taught us to pray with importunity. He gave us

watch one hour?" (Mark 14:37.)

the sublime parable of the woman and the

He then returns to His place of prayer and
starts His supplication with His previous peti

judge. There are times we should pray like that!

tion. There is a sob in His voice. He sounds

of His will, not ours.

Nevertheless, we should long for the fulfillment

much as He sounded when He prayed at the

If in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus had

grave of Lazarus. Only this time there is no

prayed, "Father, I insist! I must have my way,"
He could have, as He reminded Peter at the time

apparent result!
One would think that through this prayer

of His arrest, asked and received more than

the whole situation would have been changed

twelve legions of angels to deliver Him. That

that Christ would have been allowed to escape

would have been seventy-two thousand angels,

the cross. His prayers had healed lepers, fed

and there is no doubt but what they could have

multitudes, raised the dead, calmed the seas,

delivered Him and destroyed His enemies. But

healed the blind, and opened the ears of the

had Jesus prayed such a prayer, there would be

deaf. But this time there were no such answers!

no example of a great victocy in a difficult
Gethsemane.

It seemed His prayers were in vain.
Mer praying for a long time, Christ returned
to the three disciples and again found them
asleep. He shook them awake and returned to
His chosen place and repeated His prayer. At
this time, according to Luke, His agony was so
great that "there appeared unto him an angel
from heaven, strengthening him. And being in
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat
was as it were great drops of blood falling down
to the ground." (22:43-44.)
When we feel that our prayers are being
answered the way we want them answered, they
become to the soul what marching feet, beating
drums, and waving flags are to the spirit. But
how do we act when we do not get our way
when our prayers do not seem to get through?
Jesus has a lesson for us here! We dare not
miss it! The chorus of one wonderful song goes
like this:

For it moveth the Ann that moveth the worlds,
There's a wonderful power in prayer.
It is very true that God's ann has been
moved and that it will be moved again and
again. Abraham moved it. Moses moved it.
Jesus moved it. Paul moved it. And we can move
it! But our greatest moments of victory are not
when we move God, but when He moves us!
God's will was not changed in Gethsemane
even though He was addressed by His own dear
Son. He sent an angel to help Him, and He
listened to His prayers, but He did not agree that
He should escape the cross! And because Jesus
was obedient and prayed "Thy will be done,·· we
have salvation.

No one should be afraid of the will of God. It
is always... always for our vecy best interests!
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GETHSEMANE
(Continued from page 3.)
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barefoot and in sackcloth, and was fleeing from
His son Absalom. In the cup Jesus took that
night were all the sins of David, all the sins of

more. The pain is too intense. The enemy is too

Absalom, and all the sins of Sodom and

near. I think I'll be forced to give up."

Gomorrah, all the sins of the ancient world, all

Yes, there are bitter Gethsemanes through

the sins of the Dark Ages, all the sins of the

which many Christians are privileged to pass.

modem world, and all the sins of the ages to

And some of them are so bitter they cause the

come.

imagination to reel. But even so Jesus led the

Jesus Christ who never sinned and who

way through every type of sorrow, and He will

loathes sin, was to become sin for us. Or as Paul

lead us and support us when the going is rough.

expressed it to the Corinthians, "For he hath

We must always remember that His Gethsemane

made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that

was far more bitter than any we will ever face.

we might be made the righteousness of God in

Mark gives us a graphic account of what hap

him." (II Corinthians 5:21.)

pened on that trying Thursday night. We look at

But now let us get a picture of Jesus in the

it as translated by J. B. Phillips (Mark 14:33-

Garden. We see Him at the rocklike base of an

36):

olive tree. The moon is shining through the

"He took with him Peter, James, and John,

leaves lighting up His face on which we see deep

and began to be horror-stricken and desper

lines of anxiety, pain, and care. For a while He

ately depressed.
"'My heart is nearly breaking,' He told them.
'Stay here and watch for Me.'

prays on his knees, and then He flings His whole
body on the ground. There is the smell of
burning grapevines and rancid olive oil in the

"Then He walked fotward a little way and

air. The smell of the olive oil comes from a

flung Himself on the ground, praying that if it

nearby olive press. We can see the huge circular

were possible, He might not have to face the

stone that stands on end in the hollow of a larger

ordeal.

stone. The upper stone is pierced by a long pole,

"'Dear Father; He said, 'all things are pos
sible to you. Please-let me not have to drink
this cup! Yet it is not what I want but what You
want.'"

and this pole is the means for turning the upper
stone and crushing the olives.
This very night Christ Himself is to become
like the crushed olives in the press. Even now

When you remember that these words were

Judas is at the Temple gathering the rabble who

the words of the Son of God who helped form the

will turn the stone that will squeeze the life out

planets, who is clothed in glory and honor, who

of His body.

knew no sin, and who was from the beginning,
you know it was a bitter experience indeed.

Peter, James, and John-their heads on the
root of an olive tree about one hundred feet

Most of us find ourselves suddenly thrust

away-are at rest. To the left Christ can see the

into a Gethsemane. All at once, without warn

dancing flames from the lights on Solomon's

ing, the day of decision and struggle is upon us.

porch, and on either side He can see the lights

And because it comes as a surprise we do not

in the homes of those preparing for the Pass

suffer the gnawing agonies of anticipation.

over.

But this was not true with Jesus Christ. As

All at once the Roman bugle sounds, the

"... the Lamb slain from the foundation of the

signal for the change of the watch on the Tower

world" (Revelation 13:8), He felt the agony of

of Antonia. Then the three weary disciples hear

Gethsemane and Calvary from the very begin

the voice of Jesus coming through the crisp

ning. From the time iron was formed in the

morning air as He prays, "Abba, Father, all

mountains and valleys He knew that one day

things are possible unto thee; take away this

bits of it would be fashioned into square-headed

cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but

nails that would be driven through His hands

what thou wilt." (Mark 14:36.)

and feet.

The Master continues on in prayer, but

That night when Christ crossed the brook

Peter, James, and John just cannot keep their

Kidron, He crossed it at the place where His

eyes open. It has been a long day. They have

royal ancestor David had crossed nearly a thou

been up since early morning. Jesus has taught

sand years before. On that occasion David was

them many things and their bodies are tired
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Would it not be a wonderful thing if we would

from learning. Soon their eyes close again and
they fall into heavy sleep.

exercise more effort trying to fit into God's plans

The next thing they know, Jesus is shaking

rather than trying to get Him to fit into our neat

them awake. He rebukes them mildly and asks

little schemes? Of course, it is true that Jesus
taught us to pray with importunity. He gave us

of Peter, "Sleepest thou? couldest not thou
watch one hour?" (Mark 14:37.)

the sublime parable of the woman and the

He then returns to His place of prayer and

judge. There are times we should pray like that!

starts His supplication with His previous peti

Nevertheless, we should long for the fulfillment

tion. There is a sob in His voice. He sounds

of His will, not ours.

much as He sounded when He prayed at the

If in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus had

grave of Lazarus. Only this time there is no

prayed, "Father, I insist! I must have my way,"
He could have, as He reminded Peter at the time

apparent result!
One would think that through this prayer

of His arrest, asked and received more than

the whole situation would have been changed

twelve legions of angels to deliver Him. That

that Christ would have been allowed to escape

would have been seventy-two thousand angels,

the cross. His prayers had healed lepers, fed

and there is no doubt but what they could have

multitudes, raised the dead, calmed the seas,

delivered Him and destroyed His enemies. But

healed the blind, and opened the ears of the

had Jesus prayed such a prayer, there would be

deaf. But this time there were no such answers!

no example of a great victory in a difficult

It seemed His prayers were in vain.

Gethsemane.
No one should be afraid of the will of God. It

After praying for a long time, Christ returned
to the three disciples and again found them
asleep. He shook them awake and returned to

is always...always for our very best interests!

this time, according to Luke, His agony was so
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from heaven, strengthening him. And being in
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat
was as it were great drops of blood falling down
to the ground." (22:43-44.)
When we feel that our prayers are being
answered the way we want them answered, they
become to the soul what marching feet, beating
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how do we act when we do not get our way
when our prayers do not seem to get through?
Jesus has a lesson for us here! We dare not
miss it! The chorus of one wonderful song goes
like this:

For it moveth the Ann that moveth the worlds,
There's a wonderful power in prayer.
It is very true that God's arm has been
moved and that it will be moved again and
again. Abraham moved it. Moses moved it.
Jesus moved it. Paul moved it. And we can move
it! But our greatest moments of victory are not
when we move God, but when He moves us!
God's will was not changed in Gethsemane
even though He was addressed by His own dear
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He should escape the cross! And because Jesus

-

was obedient and prayed "Thy will be done," we
have salvation.
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