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Let Me Die the Death o f the Righteous
(Numbers 23:10)
From the ages past an echo
In m y happy spirit is:
“ Let me die the death o f the righteous,
Let m y last end be like H is!”
Vain the world about me lying,
Fleeting are its ’during charm s;
I am longing to be sheltered
In His everlasting arms.
When m y earthly days are ended,
May I enter Heaven’s bliss:
“ Let me die the death o f the righteous,
Let m y last end be like H is!”
L ife cannot go on forever
In this crumbling age o f tim e;
I ’m a pilgrim and a stranger
Seeking for a better clime.
Gentle spirits in fond mem’ry
How so often I recall
W hose departure from m y com p’ny
Caused the bitter tears to fall.
What a hope our Jesus brightens;
Oh, what wealth His kingdom is!
“ Let me die the death o f the righteous,
Let m y last end be like H is!”
All I suffer as a Christian,
A ll He lets m y life befall,
If I die the death o f the righteous,
It will surely be worth it all.
Let me run the race with patience,
Bear the cross, whate’er it is:
"L et me die the death o f the righteous,
Let m y last end be like H is!”
— Leslie C. Busbee
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Light From Heaven
By E. E. Byrum
It w as while I w as yet aw ay from hom e at school
that an evangelist and a com pany o f gospel workers
and singers cam e to our hom e com m unity with what
seemed to the people strange doctrines. A series o f
m e e tin g s w ere h e ld a t P r o s p e c t C h a p e l, a U n ite d
Brethren house o f w orship in the country tw o and
o n e -h a lf m ile s n o rth o f ou r h o m e . T h is w a s the
congregation with which we held membership. [The
B yrum h o m e ste a d w a s seven m ile s n o rth w e st o f
Union City, Indiana.]
A m on g the things taught b y this com pan y o f
gospel workers was that when sinners are converted
th e y are s a v e d fro m a ll th e s in s th e y h a v e ever
committed, and that those sins are then blotted out
never to be remembered against them any more; also
that they can live free from sin b y obeying the Word
o f God, and the Lord will n o longer hold them as
sinners unless they afterward com m it willful trans
gressions.
In their preaching they laid considerable stress
upon the words o f John the Revelator in chapter 18,
verse 4: “ Com e out o f her, m y people,” m eaning that
a ll C h ris tia n s s h o u ld co m e o u t o r se p a ra te th e m 
selves from all these so-called churches and places o f
c o n fu s io n a n d rem a in in th e C h u rch o f G o d , n o t
“ yoked together with unbelievers.” M uch Scripture
w as given to support their teaching.
The result o f this series o f meetings w as that the
people o f that part o f the country for miles around
were stirred. But the greatest stir w as in that congre
gation . M a n y o f them were aw akened to the fact
that they had only an empty profession o f religion
and they sought and obtained a real experience o f
s a lv a tio n . A n u m ber o b ta in e d th e e x p e rie n ce o f
sanctification and were filled with the H oly Spirit.
Several persons were healed in an sw er to prayer.
A t the close o f the series o f meetings there was a
decided change in the congregation. The m ajority o f
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the members had accepted the teachings o f the Word
o f G o d a s p resen ted a n d w ere r e jo ic in g in th eir
deeper C h ristian experience and h eartfelt religion
and had requested that their nam es be dropped from
the United Brethren classbook. A ll the other mem
bers becam e holiness fighters. This caused no little
stir, and the opposition and persecution becam e so
great that the rem aining few locked the door against
the others and m ade an effort to get a preacher w ho
would join them in fighting holiness.
T h is house o f w orsh ip w a s built at the cro ss
roads on the com er o f m y uncle’s farm , and at least
nine-tenths o f the m oney for its erection w as donated
b y those who were now locked out, w ho during the
summer held their meetings in m y uncle’s barnyard
a short distance to the east. A new w agon shed had
been erected, w hich now on Sundays was used by
the minister while he preached to a large audience
s ittin g on b e n ch e s a n d s ta n d in g on the ou tsid e.
There were m any shouts and praises to God during
the se rv ice s . I n d iv id u a lly th e y ca lle d th em selv e s
“ saints,” collectively, or as a church, the “ Church o f
G od.” A m on g this number were m y m other and m y
brother Fletcher.
M y brother wrote to me about the meetings held
a t P r o s p e c t a n d told o f h is g lo rio u s e x p erien ce ,
stating that he w as “ saved and sanctified,” and that
he and Mother had left the United Brethren Church,
which he denom inated “ B abylon, confusion.”
The news cam e to me like a thunderbolt. The
idea o f their leaving the church was a shock to me. I
wrote him a letter, warning him not to be led astray
b y deceivers. He inform ed me that he had not left
the Church but w as still in the one w hich Christ
built, and that he had been delivered from sectarianism.
N ot h avin g heard the Scriptures expounded as
he had heard them I w as unable fully to com pre
hend his position but felt that he surely was being
deceived.
On the first S unday after m y arrival hom e, I
attended services at Prospect Chapel while the rest
o f the fam ily w ent to the Church o f G od services at
the w agon shed in m y uncle’s barn lot.
The attendance w as very sm all at the Chapel
and at the close o f the service I w as surrounded b y
those who tried to show themselves unusually friendly.
One o f the first to grasp m y hand and pat me on the
back, and bestow upon me all the f^ ttery possible,
was a m an whom I knew to be a habitual drunkard,
whose life and conversation were vile, breath foul
w ith to b a c c o , a n d w h o w a s b oth a M a son a n d a
church member, and who had joined the ranks at
the Chapel to help fight holiness. Then cam e those
whom I had always known as being spiritually dead
members; others were hypocrites. I soon found the
entire crowd o f them were holiness fighters. Their
actions awakened m y suspicions that perhaps I was
with the wrong crowd after all.
That day I took dinner with one o f the rem ain
in g members. During the conversation I said that I
in te n d e d to a tten d the a fte r n o o n s e r v ic e a t the
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wagon shed. My hostess immediately warned me not
to go and said, “They will get you sure.”
M y reply w as that “ if they have m ore salvation
than I have, I want such an experience.”

Upon my arrival, I found the afternoon services
were so near to a close that but little information
was received. The people seemed to be very earnest
in their worship, and many shouts of victory and
praises to God were heard from various parts o f the
audience. It was quite evident that a great spiritual
awakening had taken place. However, I was not yet
convinced that they were correct in their teaching
in regard to the Church.
Soon after m y arrival hom e that nigh t I retired,
and fell asleep and dreamed. In m y dream it seemed
th a t I w a s a lo n g th e ro a d a b o u t a m ile e a st o f
where I had attended worship that day, w hen sud
denly over the hill before me I saw a flash o f light,
and a m essenger cam e running and inform ed me
that Prospect Chapel was on fire.
W hile I hastened forw ard, the b urn in g flam es
loom ed up b efo re m e in the d is ta n ce , a n d it w as
evident that it w as doom ed to destruction. I tried to
pray as I ran to the rescue but could n ot fin d words
to form a prayer. U pon m y arrival I found the fire
so com pletely extinguished that there w as not even
a particle o f flam e or smoke to be seen. Th e ro o f
and everything inside were destroyed. T he w alls o f
that w ood en fra m e-b u ildin g were p artly sta n d in g
but burned from top to foundation in several places,
resem bling pyram ids, two at each end and two on
both sides.
W hile standing in the public h igh w ay view ing
the ruins o f that building it occurred to me that m y
recent return from school w as opportune, as some
one w as needed to take the lead in m aking prepa
ra tio n s fo r th e r e b u ild in g o f th e stru ctu re , th u s
s a v in g P r o s p e c t ch u rch from utter ru in a n d d is 
grace. U p on in v e stig a tio n I fou n d there w as n ot
one sou nd or w h ole piece o f tim ber in the entire
stru ctu re. W ith p a p e r a n d p e n c il in m y h a n d I
stood there ready to make out a bill o f lumber and
m aterial for im m ediate rebuilding when suddenly I
awakened.
Th e dream left a deep im pression upon me that
was not easily removed. Later, while preparing to
aid in the restoration o f the church at that place, it
b e ca m e c le a r to m e th a t it w a s n o t th e b u ild in g
that had been burned but that the fire o f the H oly
Spirit had swept through the congregation and all
th e s p iritu a l o n e s h a d o b e y e d R ev. 18:4, w h ich
says, “ C om e out o f her, m y people.” The people o f
G od had fled from her ruins, in a spiritual sense,
and n ot a true child o f God w as left. Then I under
stood w hat w as m eant in the dream where n ot one
sound piece o f timber was left in the ruins. It w as
then for me to decide where I would cast m y lot. I
did not feel that I belonged with those w ho were
left there. —From Life Experiences by E. E. Byrum
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Some Thoughts About Faith
Please read Luke 17:1-6. There is probably no better
place to begin these remarks than to quote the fifth verse
o f this notable lesson taught b y our Lord: “ And the
apostles said unto the Lord, increase our faith.” Here
was a practical and noteworthy request, for it is always
proper to pray for an increase in faith. The apostles were
most certainly wise in recognizing their insufficiency in
this precious commodity and in asking for an increase,
and no one need ever feel embarrassment because he
must admit his own personal need for an increase in
this vitally spiritual qualification.
The apostles had faith as every child o f God has
faith. Faith is, by necessity, a present, personal posses
sion o f every child o f God—a measure o f which faith
all o f God’s children must have. The apostles are not
praying for faith; they are praying for an increase in the
measure o f that faith w hich they already have. No
matter how small our faith may be, we should cherish it
as one o f our very choicest possessions, because it is always
worth its full face value in the bank o f heaven—in the
realm o f grace. Faith is that inner quality o f the soul’s
being that links us, not only to God, but to eternity. We
just never can have too much faith, and we need never
apologize for seeking more. Our daily prayer should be,
“ Lord, increase my faith.”
We often speak o f love being the greatest thing in all
the world, but faith is fundamental to love. It under
girds it; because, faith is that element of our nature that
demands certainties. It cannot thrive on probabilities. It
must have certainties or it is nothing at all. It is only
because that faith has fully convinced us that God is
worthy that we can, and do, love Him. It is because we
have been brought to “believe that he is. and that he is a
rewarder o f them that diligently seek him” that we can
serve and love the Lord our God with all our hearts, and
with all our soul, and with all our strength and our mind.
Faith is not only just a matter o f fact; it is also a
matter o f degrees. It is subject to increase. Paul said
concerning the Thessalonians, “ We are bound to thank
God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that
your faith groweth exceedingly, and the love o f every
one of you toward each other aboundeth” (2 Thess. 1:3).
It is ours to be greatly thankful for that measure o f
faith we now possess and to press on into its ever
increasing endowment. What we presently have is in the
nature o f an earnest, for the measure o f faith we now
enjoy is subject only to our own limitations. As to the
measure possible to us, there are no limitations on the
Divine side. Let’s think about this potential and take
courage.
Let us note, also, that life is progressive, and with its
progress will com e ever in creasin g dem ands for en
largement o f our faith. Also, we will meet situations and
circumstances that will stagger the measure of faith that
we possess as we go on in the conflicts o f life. At this
point, and no matter how long we have been in the way,
we should never consider it any disgrace to acknowledge
our lack and our urgent need, and appeal to the One who
“ is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”
Eph. 3:20. There are con d ition s for h avin g faith —
conditions for having our faith increased. These con
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ditions for faith now must be met as certainly as were the
conditions for faith in the beginning. Faith not only has
to do with our initial salvation but also with the whole
course o f our Christian life and service. The terms are
ever the same, e.g., “ I beseech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies o f God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” Rom. 12:1. Paul also states a further
prerequisite: “ And herein do I exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void o f offence toward God, and
toward men.” Acts 24:16. This is absolute. No man can
exercise faith with a teasing, nagging conscience. God
has amply provided to have all sins put under the blood;
forgiven and forgotten. Well, how long shall we have to
seek—how long shall we persist in this endeavor for
increased faith? Just as long as life shall last. So, let us
not be discouraged, but let us so live our lives day by
day that we shall put ourselves in the w ay o f more
faith—faith that will carry us to new heights to which
we are now strangers.
In conclusion, let me say that each one o f us stands
in desperate need o f a continuing all-sufficient faith. The
conditions and circumstances in which we find ourselves
today demand it. These conditions, as possibly never
before, challenge us to develop under God a faith that
w ill make us overcom ers. Joh n writes, “ T h is is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” It
w as through m eeting staggerin g con d ition s that the
faith o f the apostles was developed, and they were,
manifestly and well known, victors in the fight; and it
will be through just such staggering conditions that our
own faith will be developed. In fact, these conditions are
now upon us and our need fo r a stead fast faith is
immense.
The world is in a crisis today. Men are steeped in all
forms o f sin. Everywhere men are confused and over
whelmed with the perverse, antagonistic conditions they
are called upon to face. Extreme injustices prevail in our
world today. There is severe starvation in some areas,
disease and poverty. There is violence o f many degrees
and colors. Communism and Paganism are doing their
utm ost to destroy C hristianity. P roph ecy poin ts un
erringly to the fact that this is the day that the great
Red D ragon o f R evelation tw elve is loosed from his
abyss prison and is stalking the paths o f the world to
destroy the souls o f men and every civilized form o f
decency. He has emerged in his modem form wearing
the cloak o f Communism and garbed in other Pagan
attire, and he is at h is old gam e o f persecuting the
Church, and is destroying by death many followers o f
the C hristian faith . Spiritual darkness pervades the
world and sin abounds.
A s bom-again disciples of Christ, we are called upon
to put on the full armour o f God and to stand against
these powers o f evil. Long ago men overcame these powers
by the blood o f the Lamb and the Word o f their testimony.
We must, as faithful servants, do the same. Please never
forget, the victory that overcom es the w orld is our
FAITH. “ Lord, increase my faith!”
—Earl Langley
-------------------- o-------------------

N O TIC E : Grubbs, Ark., will dismiss their all-day
services on the first Sunday in July.
—Sis. Opal Bradley
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EDITORIALS

16-PAGE HOLINESS MONTHLY
This non-sectarian paper is edited and published in
the interest o f the universal CHURCH OF GOD each
month (except August o f each year, and we omit an
issue that month to attend campmeetings) by Lawrence
D. Pruitt, assisted by Marie Miles and other consecrated
workers at the FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 920 W.
Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044.
(Second class postage paid at Guthrie, Okla.)
N otice to subscribers: Whenever you move or change
your address, please write us at once, giving your old
and new address, and include your Zip Code number.
The post office n ow charges 2 5 f to notify us o f each
change o f address.
Dated copy for publication must be received by the
18th of the month prior to the month of issue.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Single copy, one year.....................................$ .35
Single copy, three years................................$1.00
Roll of 4 papers to one address, one year.. .$1.00
Write for prices on larger quantities.
This publication teaches salvation from all sin, sanc
tification for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus
prayed as recorded in John 17:21 and manifested by the
apostles and believers after Pentecost. By God’s grace we
teach, preach, and practice the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the same gospel which Peter, John, and Paul
preached, taught, and practiced, including the divine heal
ing of the body. James 5:14,15.
Its motto: Have faith in God. Its object The glory
of God and the salvation of men; the restoration and pro
mulgation of the whole truth to the people in this “eve
ning time” as it was in the morning church of the first
century; the unification of all true believers in one body
by the love of God. Its standard: Separation from the
sinful world and entire devotion to the services and will
o f God. Its characteristics: No discipline but the Bible,
no bond of union but the love of God, and no test of fel
lowship but the indwelling Spirit of Christ.
Through the Free Literature Fund thousands of gos
pel tracts are published and sent out free o f charge as. the
Lord supplies. Co-operation o f our readers is solicited,
and will be appreciated in any way the Bible and the
Holy Spirit teach you to do or stir your heart. “ Freely
ye have received, freely give.” Read Exodus 25:2; 1st
Chron. 29:9; II Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.
Free-will offerings sent in to the work will be thank
fully received as from the Lord. Checks and money orders
should be made payable to Faith Publishing House.
A separate Missionary Fund is maintained in order
to relay missionary funds from our readers to the support
of home and foreign missionaries and evangelists.
In order to comply with the Oklahoma laws as a non
profit religious work, the Faith Publishing House is in
corporated thereunder.

FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 518
920 W. Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044
O ffice Phone 282-1479 Home Phone 282-2262
Jesus is beautiful, precious, and kind,
My most joyous thoughts are with Jesus in mind,
O, loving Saviour, my Christ and my Friend,
With mercy forever and grace without end.
—Edward M. Brandt

GREETINGS TO ALL OUR READERS on the
arrival o f this campmeeting season: We hope that
many o f you will be privileged to attend at least
some o f the Church of God campmeetings and evan
gelistic tent meetings that will be held at various
locations across the country.
According to our stated policy and usual prac
tice, this “ Faith and Victory” paper will not be pub
lished for the month o f August. This omission of
one issue will relieve the workload somewhat in the
month of July, and allow our faithful co-workers
some time off, if they so desire, during July to at
tend a campmeeting or two, or do whatever the Lord
may direct. Since the demand for gospel literature
has increased so much, it seems very necessary to
keep the presses running all through the summer
if possible. Lord willing, some o f us will be work
ing here at the office through the summer to take
care o f the literature orders and correspondence.
The 45th annual Oklahoma State campmeeting,
held here at Guthrie from May 25 to June 3, 1979,
was another very profitable meeting which was well
attended from a number of states. The Word was
preached with holy anointing, clear and definite.
Some souls were saved, believers sanctified, and also
bodies healed in answer to the prayer o f faith.
Our co-workers in this gospel publishing minis
try were o ff work during the campmeeting in order
to attend those services, so this writer and his wife
were not permitted to attend the day services as we
had the responsibility, as usual, to keep the office
open during office hours, take care of the mail and
fill the orders. We enjoyed the fellowship of the
saints who came to the meeting and the preached
Word that we were permitted to hear.
Our co-worker nephew, Wayne Murphey, with his
wife Mary and their son Jason, and Linda (another
co-worker) and Bunnie Craddock left Guthrie dur
ing the campmeeting and drove to Jefferson, Oregon,
where they attended the campmeeting there, and also
visited Wayne’s sister Patsy Smith and family o f
that congregation. Wayne and company returned to
Guthrie on June 18 with a report of a good meet
ing in Oregon and a safe and pleasant round trip
by the blessings o f the Lord.
Other co-workers here at the Lord’s Print Shop
have recently been away to visit their parents and
relatives at home in other states. All have now re
turned to the office work.
Sister Sandra Whitson, who works in the corre
spondence and typing department, visited her mother
and other relatives who live near Birmingham, Ala
bama. Sister La Vonda Sharp, who works in the de
partment filling and mailing orders, returned to her
home at Myrtle, Mo., to visit her parents, Bro. and
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Sister Donald Sharp, who are the pastors o f that
congregation. May the Lord ever bless and reward
these co-workers, as well as all the other faithful
helpers who are sacrificing their time and talents
in His service fo r the salvation o f souls and the edi
fication o f the Church.
Correction, Please . . .
This writer wishes to correct and clarify some
statements made in the first paragraph o f his edi
torials in the March, 1979, issue. They should have
read as follow s: "The perfect sacrifice on Calvary’s
cross atoned for the sins o f the whole world except
the sin against the H oly Ghost. (Mark 3:28, 29).
Also, the sin o f unbelief is so terrible that when one
refuses or neglects to repent and believe the gospel,
he has abandoned his only avenue to salvation. See
Mark 16:16. He is guilty o f the sin o f unbelief, for
which there is no forgiveness until he repents and
believes the gospel. A ll sins (except the sin against
the H oly Ghost) were atoned fo r on the cross. F or
the sin o f unbelief, as well as all other sins, there
is no remedy until the sinner comes to the point o f
repentance.”
A Century o f "Evening Light” Reform ation . . .
The centennial anniversary (1880— 1980) o f the
beginning o f the Church o f God reformation in this
"evening time” o f the gospel day is very near, and
it reminds us o f the rich Bible heritage that is ours,
for which we should be very grateful. This unique
truth was brought to us through strong opposition
and severe persecution, the depths o f which we may
never know.
It was by a divine revelation in direct fulfillment
o f the prophetic text in Zech. 14:7, " . . . at even
ing time it shall be light,” that Bro. D. S. Warner
and his associates declared their freedom from sectism, announced the fall o f “ Babylon,” and issued
the call by the “ voice from heaven, saying, Come
out o f her, my people.” Rev. 18:4. W ith emphasis
on the Bible doctrine o f holiness and the one church,
they began this God-ordained movement to restore
to the Church the theocratic government and pris
tine glory o f the Church o f the first century. A mul
titude o f honest souls heard the call and came out
to abide only in the one church that Jesus built and
governs.
Sad to say, however, that today few congrega
tions as a whole bear much resemblance to the life
and teachings o f those dedicated pioneer preachers
who left all to proclaim that unique, divine revela
tion. But God does have a people who still believe,
teach, and practice the same Bible truth that brought
forth this precious "evening light” restoration, and
they are open for more light on the Bible, but not
this "new light” which discards the true light that
has already been revealed.
In future issues o f this paper, we will, Lord will
ing, publish sketches o f the highlights and insights
o f the life and teachings o f some o f the pioneer
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ministers, a sample o f which appears on the front
page o f this issue.
It was the privilege o f this writer, his w ife Maybelle, and his sister Marie Miles to accom pany Bro.
and Sister W illie Murphey (our sister and brotherin-law) to the first Sunday services o f the Tulsa,
Okla., campmeeting. The attendance was good, and
the fellowship o f the saints and the preaching o f
the W ord were inspiring.
In stock at this office are m ore than 400 dif
ferent titles o f gospel tracts in English and Spanish
to be sent free in limited quantities fo r careful and
prayerful distribution. Where prices are quoted, they
are at cost or below. W rite fo r a F R E E 4-ounce
sample to read and pass on, or enclose in your letters.
One tract m ay result in the salvation o f many souls.
Church Guest Home P roject Extended . . .
It appears that the Lord is working in answer
to prayer to extend the life o f the Church Guest
Home here at Guthrie. This writer’s sister-in-law,
Sister Maude Hornbeck, desires to see this worthy
project succeed and the Home kept open fo r the bene
fit o f our able-bodied, elderly saints. She has offered
to help meet the expense o f keeping it in operation,
and to move into the Home as a resident caretaker
for one year. This o ffe r has been accepted by the
Board. Presently living in Moore, Okla., she plans
to be moved into the Home b y July 1st. Nice room s
will be available fo r occupancy, and she will be ready
to prepare the meals fo r those who come. A ll elderly,
able-bodied members anywhere who desire m ore in
form ation should c o n t a c t the secretary-treasurer,
Bro. Bob Sallee, 916 W. Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044.
Contributions are needed and would be thankfully
received to help meet the operating expense and to
retire the indebtedness.
Let us continue to pray that residents will be
provided to fill this Church Home, and that it will
prove a real spiritual and temporal blessing to our
elderly saints.
The next book scheduled fo r printing is a reprint
o f "Church o f God Doctrines” b y C. C. Carver, which
has been out o f print fo r several years. Containing
approximately 200 pages in a heavy paper cover, the
book is priced at $2.00 each, plus 65c fo r postage.
Hopefully, the publication date will be July 15th.
A t the com ing National campmeeting (July 20
to 29) at Neosho, Mo., we expect to have, as usual,
the Bible Book Store open, where Bibles, song books,
and other gospel literature will be available. Come
in and browse around. W e hope to see you there.
Sister Opal Kelly, whose prim ary concern is the
Spanish m i s s i o n and literature ministry, and her
granddaughter Kathy took the plane on June 15 at
Oklahoma City fo r San Diego, Calif. From there,
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they went to the mission station at Ojos Negros,
Baja Cfa., Mexico,, to help prepare for the. camp
meeting to be held on July 2 to 8. Pray the Lord
to bless that meeting in a special way and give them
a safe return trip.
In the month o f June, 5000 pounds (2 y2 tons)
of printing paper were delivered from the paper mill
to the Lord’s Print Shop. Another 5000 pounds have
been promised for delivery by July 15th. The gos
pel literature must keep going out to this lost world
in order to carry out Christ’s directive that “ the
gospel must be published among all nations.” Mark
13:10. The cost statements on these paper ship
ments have not been received, but we believe the
Lord whom we serve will have the funds ready to
pay the bills when they come due. All praise to Him.
Again, on July 6, 1979, the Post Office will in
crease the cost o f second class postage on our three
publications, along with a 20% increase on the cost
o f mailing books. Whatever the cost, we believe the
Lord of the harvest will provide for His soul-saving
gospel to go forth. Your continued prayers and co
operation are certainly appreciated in these crucial
times. Only the Lord knows the future, for He alone
holds the future in His hand.
May God’s presence abide with all our readers
as you hold to His unchanging hand on your journey
to that Celestial City, and, L o r d willing, we will
greet you again in the September issue o f this paper.
— Lawrence D. Pruitt
---------------- o----------------

Partial List o f Items Available
Birth o f a Reformation— Life and Labors of D. S.
Warner by A. L. Byers. A reprint with additional pic
tures of pioneer ministers. Cloth bound, 496 pages. Price,
$5.00 each.
Prophetic Lectures on Daniel and the Revelation by
F. G. Smith. It contains 260 pages in heavy paper cover.
Price, $3.00 each.
What The Bible Teaches by F. G. Smith. A reprint
o f the original 1914 edition, containing 576 pages in cloth
binding. This is a book that should be in every home.
Price, $5.00 each.
The Revelation Explained by F. G. Smith. Reprint
of 1906 original edition (fourth reprint), plus two 17x22
inch wall charts in two colors. 464 pages in nice cloth
cover. Price, $5.00 each.
Personal Experiences of S. O. Susag was written by
himself, a Norwegian who had many marvelous experi
ences and answers to prayer as an early-day minister in
the Church o f God. 191 pages are bound in a heavy
paper cover. Price, $1.75.
The Last Reformation by F. G. Smith. Just recently
made available, this reprint edition contains 256 pages.
Nice paper binding is priced at $3.00 each, and the cloth
binding is $5.00 each.
Holy Spirit Baptism and the Second Cleansing by
R. R. Byrum. Consists of 108 pages in heavy paper cover.
Price, 75c each, or three for $2.00.
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Bible Readings for Bible Students and for the Home
and Fireside compiled by S. L. Speck and H. M. Riggle.
Originally published in 1902, this excellent volume con
tains 432 pages o f Scripture references and comments on
many Bible subjects. Nice cloth cover. Price, $5.00.
Adventures in the Land of Canaan by R. L. Berry.
An instructive allegory of true-to-life experiences in the
grace o f sanctification. 128 pages in paper cover. Price,
$1.00 per copy.
Evening Light Songs, shaped notes, with 512 pages
in a cloth binding. The right hymnal for the Church of
God. Price, $4.00 each.
The Cleansing of the Sanctuary by D. S. Warner and
H. M. Riggle. Reprinted verbatim in 541 pages, cloth
binding. Price, $5.00 each.
Life’s Golden Gleanings by Ruby E. Stover. She re
cords many experiences of her childhood, and how God
answered prayer in marvelous ways in her family and
through the years in the gospel work. 94 pages in nice
paper cover. Price, $1.00.
The Christian Church; Its Rise and Progress, by H. M.
Riggle. Bound in cloth cover, 488 pages. Price, $5.00.
Christian Baptism, Feet Washing, and the Lord's
Supper by H. M. Riggle. This excellent doctrinal book
on the three ordinances o f the New Testament contains
264 pages in a nice cloth cover. Price, $3.00 each.
Must We Sin? by D. S. Warner. This 24-page book
let records the supposed conversation between Bro. Light
and Bro. Foggy on the sin question. Price, 25c each, or
five copies for $1.00.
Life’s Story and Healings by Sister Nellie Poulos.
This is a reprint o f her first book, plus additional ma
terial. This volume contains 160 pages with a heavy
paper cover. Price, $1.50 each.
The Double Cure, or Redemption Twofold by D. O.
Teasley. This book should enlighten the reader on the
two works of grace, and correct the thinking of those who
deny the cleansing element in sanctification. 160 pages
of large print in a heavy paper cover. Price, $1.50.
Beyond The Tomb by H. M. Riggle. This excellent
book of 288 pages deals with man, his present and future,
in a nice cloth cover. Price, $4.00.
Lest We Forget by Sister Margaret Eck. 72 pages
of many encouraging experiences with the Lord bound in
a heavy paper cover. Price, 75c each, or three for $2.00.
God’s Gracious Dealings by Fred and L. D. Pruitt.
This enlarged Seventh Edition is a history of this gospel
publishing ministry in the Church o f God for the past
sixty years, as well as a record of the work of the Church
at large. Contains 496 pages, including more than 100
pictures, in a nice cloth cover. Price, $5.00 each.
The Second Coming of Christ by Willie C. Murphey.
An excellent short treatise on this very important Bible
subject. 24 pages in a paper binding. Price, 25c each,
or five copies for $1.00.
The Battle of Armageddon by Ostis B. Wilson. Just
o ff the press, this is a clear exposition of this much mis
understood Bible subject in a 16-page pamphlet. Copies
are FREE here at the office. Include postage for mail
ing copies to your address.
Memoirs of George E. Harmon, sponsored by Vera
M. Forbes. Recently o ff the press, this book is an auto
biography o f our beloved Bro. George Harmon, a long
time minister in the Church of God, including the record
o f the memories o f a few others who knew him. It will
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inspire your faith in God. Its 56 pages with four pic
tures is bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, 60c each,
or two copies for $1.00.
The Key to Peace by Marie Miles. Recently off the
press is this 32-page booklet, in which the plan of sal
vation is made plain for young people and adults. The
price is 35c each, or three copies for $1.00.
Divine Healing for Soul and Body by E. E. Byrum.
Available ONLY in the German language, it contains
282 pages bound in a heavy paper cover. Price, $2.25.
Church of God Doctrines by C. C. Carver. First pub
lished in 1948, this reprint edition is expected to be avail
able by July 15th. Containing approximately 200 pages
in a heavy paper cover, this book is priced at $2.00 each.
No. 1 Stereo Song Record by the Phillips Evening
Light Singers. Fourteen songs by the Phillips family on
33 RPM record. This No. 1 record may be ordered from
this office or purchased directly from Bro. Paul Phillips,
1220 Wabash St., Wichita, Kansas 67214. The price is
$5.00 each, plus 84c for postage and handling.
No. 2 Stereo Song Record by the Phillips Evening
Light Singers. Eleven songs by the Phillips family—Bro.
Paul Phillips and his six children. On the cover for the
record is a large picture of the singers. This record No.
Two may be ordered from this office or purchased directly
from Bro. Paul Phillips, 1220 Wabash Street, Wichita,
Kansas 67214. The price is reduced to $5.00 each, plus
84c for postage and handling.
Stereo Song Record by the Evening Light Gospel Harmonizers. The twelve songs, just recently recorded, are
sung by seven California gospel singers and composed by
one of the singers, Bro. Philip Matthews of Fresno, Cali
fornia, who is also sponsoring the production of this
record. Price, $6.00 each, plus 90c for postage and the
handling.
WTrite for a complete list of other excellent books in
stock at this office and ready for prompt delivery.
For postage and handling, add 60c for the first
dollar and 6c for each additional dollar of total order.
Mail Orders To—
FAITH PUB. HOUSE, Box 518, Guthrie, Okla. 73044

---------------- o---------------ALL WHO LOVE LORD JESUS

To see Christ is a sermon,
To hear His voice a feast,
To touch Him is a blessing
From the greatest to the least.
To visit Him is heaven,
To miss His smile is woe
Like one who ends existence
To void a wily foe.
To sit with Him is riches
And Mary’s choice, good thing
Of everlasting gladness
Earth has no power to bring.
All who love Lord Jesus
And follow Him alone,
See angels hold a rainbow
Around the Spirit’s throne.
—William Walter De Bolt
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In Memorial
T h e o d o r e R . (T ed ) S o u d e r was b o m at McComb, Okla., on Dec. 29, 1906, and passed away on
May 7, 1979, at the age o f 72 years, four months and
eight days.
On Nov. 26, 1926, at Chandler, Okla., he was
married to Bell Zula McAlister who preceded him in
death.
A retired farmer and Civil Service employee, Ted
lived in Pottawatomie county all his life.
He is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Margaret
Herron; three sons, Fred, B ob, and M erle; three
brothers, A rchie Souder, E arnest P. Souder, and
Frank D. Souder; three sisters, Mrs. Tennie Bailey,
Mrs. Edith Thompson, and Mrs. Agnes Houston; 15
grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, and other
relatives.
The funeral services were conducted by Elders'
Richard Madden and W. W. Yoder.
R u be A lle n A n sch u ltz was bom at Bradford,
Ark., on April 25, 1907, and departed this life on
May 20, 1979, at the age of 72 years. His home was
in Grubbs, Ark.
He is survived by three sons, three daughters,
two brothers, 14 grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted by Bros. Roy
Harmon and Donald Sharp.
G ladys C o rin e (A n d rew s) D o o little , the daugh
ter of Irene and Ellis Andrews, was bom atBoley, Okla.,
on Feb. 21,1926, and departed this life on May 11,1979,
in Pacoima, Calif., at the age o f 53 years, three months
and ten days.
In 1941, she was united in marriage to Terryl
Williams in Oklahoma. To this union three children
were born , one d y in g in in fa n cy . Her h u sban d
preceded her in death in 1971.
In August, 1950, at Pacoima, Calif., she sought
the Lord and was wonderfully saved at the age o f
24. The Lord endowed her with many talents. Her
leadership ability was outstanding. Her devotion,
ca re, a n d la b o r s in th e S u n set G u est H om e at
Pacoima made her a blessing never to be forgotten
by those w ho were there. She exercised in the
office o f deaconness until her death.
On June 11, 1972, she was united in holy matri
mony to Bro. Francis Doolittle.
She leaves to mourn her passing, her husband,
Francis Doolittle; a son, Duane W illiam s, and a
daughter, Mrs. Deloris Allen, both o f Wichita, Kan.;
fo u r s te p -ch ild re n ; h er m oth er, M rs. L u la M ae
Andrews; her brothers, Ellis o f Bakersfield, Calif.,
B row nie, L uvell, A lv in A n drew s and C ornelius
Weldon o f Los Angeles, Calif., and Mack Weldon o f
Norsetown, Pa.; her sisters, Mrs. Juanita Johnson
of Wichita, Kan., Mrs. Velma Garcia o f San Diego,
Calif., Mrs. Mildred Sherman o f Pacoim a, Calif.,
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and Mrs. Barbara Beachem o f Los Angeles, Calif.;
26 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren, and other
relatives, saints, and friends.
The funeral was conducted by Brother Lewis
Williams, assisted by others, at the Church o f God
chapel in P a coim a , C a lif. Interm ent w as in the
Eternal Valley Memorial Park, Newhall, Calif.
OUR THANKS

Our sincere thanks are expressed for all the
prayers, flowers, food, telegrams, phone calls, and all
expressions o f love shown to us during this time.
May God bless each one. —Sis. Mildred Sherman
-------------------- o---------------------

R em aining Cam pm eeting Dates

For 1979
Hammond, Louisiana— June 30 to July 8.
O jos Negros, B aja Cfa., Mexico— July 2 to 8.
Akron, Ohio— July 6 to 15.
Fresno, California— July 6 to 15.
National Campmeeting at Neosho (Monark Springs),
Missouri— July 20 to 29.
Myrtle, Missouri— August 1 to 8.
Bakersfield, California— August 3 to 12.
Boley, Oklahoma— August 17 to 26.
California State at Pacoima— August 24 to Sept. 2.
----------------- o---------------FORTY-SECOND NATIONAL CAMPMEETING

A hearty invitation and welcome are extended to
everyone to attend the 42nd National Campmeeting
o f the Church o f God w hich w ill convene, Lord
willing, on July 20th, and continue through July 29,
1979, at Neosho, (Monark Springs) Missouri.
Another time o f warm, Christian fellowship is
expected among those who have a love for the truth
and are w illin g to walk in the old paths o f the
Church o f God reformation. Ministers from across the
nation will preach the Word under the direction and
anointing o f the Holy Spirit who is the Executive
Officer and Pulpit Committee in all the meetings of
the saints in light.
The campgrounds are located approximately five
miles east o f Neosho, Missouri, on Highway 86, the
exact location being one mile east and 3A mile south
o f the intersection o f Highway 86 and Alternate 71
Highway. Those com ing by public transportation,
such as bus or train, will need to come to Neosho and
take a taxi to the grounds, or call Granby, Missouri,
phone number 472-6427 to arrange for someone to
meet you and bring you to the grounds.
Meals will be served in the dining hall on a free
will offering basis as well as the lodging in dormi
tories and tents. We do trust that no one will stay
away because o f a lack o f finances, as we are confi
dent that God will supply for the needs as they arise.
D orm itory sp ace and tents w ill be a v a ila b le on
a first-com e, first-served b asis. There are several
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comfortable motel accom m odations within a short
driving distance which are available at reasonable
rates for those who desire such, but reservations
should be made ahead of the meeting. In addition,
there will be parking areas on the grounds for trailers,
cam pers, and m otor homes. E lectrical and sewer
hook-ups are available at the trailer spaces.
Bro. and Sis. Austin McMillian will be working to
assist in finding accommodations for sleeping. All
correspondence regarding tent orders, dorm itory
space, etc., should be addressed to them at Rt. 7, Box
351, Neosho, Mo. 64850.
Since the price o f food is much higher this year,
the managers o f the dining hall encourage all the
saints to send or bring in groceries and food of all
kinds — fresh, canned, or frozen fruits or vegetables.
The response for the need o f cooks is appreciated,
but there is still a need for volunteer helpers to assist
the cooks. Ask the Lord what He would have you to
do.
The address o f the campground caretakers, Bro.
and Sis. Dale Doolittle, is Rt. 7 Box 368, Neosho, Mo.,
64850, phone 472-6427. P lea se send y o u r co n tri
b u t io n s directly to Bro. Dale D oolittle, or to the
secretary-treasurer, Bro. Bob Stover, 6304 S. 97 West
Ave., Tulsa, Okla. 74131.
For further information, contact the campground
business manager, Bro. Jim Wall, 5825 E. 64th St.,
Tulsa, Okla., 74136, phone (918)494-9564.
THe w o r k d ay s to prep a re fo r this m eetin g
are scheduled fo r Saturday, Ju n e 30, J u ly 4,
a n d e a c h S a t u r d a y t h e r e a ft e r . Come and help
prepare for this National meeting, and the Lord will
reward you.
Come praying for the salvation of sinners, sancti
fication o f believers, divine physical healing for the
sick and suffering, and a drawing together of God’s
family in these last days.
-------------------- o--------------------MISSOURI STATE CAMPMEETING

The Missouri State Campmeeting held at Myrtle,
M o., w ill begin on Wed. Aug. 1st, and continue
through the fo llo w in g W ed., A u g. 8, 1979, Lord
willing. This meeting begins on the third day after
the Monark Springs National Campmeeting ends.
This will make it convenient for those leaving Mon
ark Springs to come right on to Myrtle, which is
only about 200 miles distant.
This is the 29th annual campmeeting to be held
at Myrtle, and we extend a hearty invitation to all to
attend. Come to be a blessing and to get a blessing,
and with a burden for the welfare of the meeting. We
want this meeting to bring forth fruit unto eternal
life.
The expense of the meeting will be met by free
will offerings. Provisions will be made to care for all
who come; however, those who have cam pers or
trailers are asked to bring them as that will help in
accommodating everyone. Bring bedding if conven
ient, as there is a limited supply on the grounds.
Come prepared for some possibly cool nights.
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Anyone coming by bus to Thayer, Mo. (the near
est station), m ay ca ll the Church o f G od cam p
grounds at Myrtle, Mo., 417-938-4682, and arrange
ments will be made to bring you to the grounds.
For further information, contact the pastor, Bro.
Donald Sharp, Myrtle, Mo., 65778, phone (417)9384410.
—Harlan Sorrell
-------------------- o--------------------BAKERSFIELD, CALIF., CAMPMEETING

The Bakersfield, Calif., campmeeting will be held,
Lord willing, Aug. 3 through 12, 1979.
The location o f the chapel is 1802 Virginia Ave.,
on the corner o f V irgin ia A venue and Brown St.
Everyone is invited to attend these services, and
accommodations will be furnished for all who can
attend. We request your prayers, and hope the Lord
will impress many o f you to come and help in this
meeting. We do not anticipate a gasoline problem.
F or further in form ation , con ta ct Bro. Robert
Mayes at 524 S. Haley, Bakersfield, Calif., 93307,
phone 805-325-2730, or Bro. Z. E. Francisco at 305 S.
Owens, phone 805-323-0747. The new phone number
at the chapel is 805-395-9314.
—Sis. Robena Montgomery
-------------------- o--------------------CALIFORNIA STATE CAMPMEETING

The annual California State campmeeting will
be held, Lord willing, August 24 to Sept. 2, 1979, at
the campground in Pacoima. Everyone is welcomed
to these services.
We extend a sincere invitation to the saints of
God everywhere. As we are fighting against Satan
and sin, we feel we should send the same cry that
came to Paul: “ Come over into Macedonia and help
us.” This cry is going up to God and to every Holy
Ghost-filled minister that God burdens for this meeting.
If you are unable to com e, please pray earnestly
with us for these services.
For further inform ation, con tact Bro. Robert
Sherman, phone number 896-7593, or Bro. Jam es
Pierro, phone 896-5331, or the church phone 8999021.
—Sis. Wynema Clay
-------------------- o— ------ ----BOLEY, OKLAHOMA, CAMPMEETING

The wheel o f time has brought us again into the
midst o f another campmeeting season. We thank God
for a blessed opportunity to be in the battle fighting
against sin in these last, evil days.
Lord willing, the Boley, Okla., campmeeting o f
the Church of God will be held Aug. 17 through 26,
1979.
We extend a warm welcome to all to attend this
campmeeting. We invite all nations to come. “ Come
now and let us reason together, saith the Lord.” Isa.
1:18. “ N ot forsak in g the assem blin g o f ourselves
together, as the manner o f some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” Heb. 10:25.
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We are praying and looking to God to send Holy
G host-filled m inisters and w orkers to help in the
campmeeting.
T h e m en ’ s an d w om en ’ s d orm itories w ill be
available to accommodate all who desire to camp on
the ground. Also, there is ample space for parking
campers, motor homes, and trailers.
We urge all to come and worship God with us.
Come praying that the Lord will send a Holy Ghostfilled meeting, and that souls will weep their way
to the cross and be saved.
For further information, contact Sis. Ora Spears,
Rt. 1, Boley, Okla., 74829, phone 918-667-3376, or Sis.
Katherine Williams, 905 N. E. 15th St., Okla. City,
Okla., 73104, phone 405-235-2270.
—Katherine Williams
---------------------o--------------------REVIVAL A T BLACKFORD, KY.

Lord willing, a revival meeting will be held at
Blackford, Ky., from Aug.10 to 15, on the old camp
ground where saints o f yester-years have trod. This is
not a campmeeting, and services will be held only at
night at 7:30.
The Lord will send ministers o f His choosing.
Come praying and expect God’s Word to go forth
unto victory.
For further information, contact the pastor, Bro.
W. R. Fox, phone number 965-3320, or call 965-4035,
965-9226, or 965-3070.
—The Charles Knights
---------------------o--------------------REPORT OF HOLLY HILL, S. C., CAMPMEETING

The Lord was in file campmeeting at Holly Hill,
S. C., which closed on June 10th. He owned and
blessed His children as they assembled together. The
Holy Spirit dealt forceably with the people. Some
came to the altar and got saved. Thank God! The
attendance was fair, and there were eight preachers
from different places. We thank God for the help that
He sent.
Please keep us on your prayer list.
—Bro. Hudson Crummie
---------------------o--------------------TULSA, OKLA., CAMPMEETING REPORT

Dear Bro. Pruitt and co-workers: Greetings in
the name o f Jesus. We trust that you are still hold
ing to God’s unchanging hand.
We are very grateful for the box o f salvation
tracts you sent. They were prayerfully distributed
during the series o f street meetings held here during
the Tulsa campmeeting. We praise God for all the
good that was accomplished in this campmeeting.
The L ord pitched the battle and His W ord w as
directed to every soul. The devils were rebuked and
several souls were converted on the terms o f the
gospel. God is giving an allotted space and time,
whether it be to congregations or to individuals, to
comply. We had better take it seriously. “ By faith
Noah, being warned o f God o f things not seen as
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yet, moved with fe a r, prepared an ark to the saving
o f his house; by the which he condemned the world,
and became heir o f the righteousness which is by
faith.” Heb. 11:7. The writer o f Proverbs says, “ The
fe a r o f th e L o r d is the beginning o f wisdom.”
M any times God is faithful to send that very
portion o f His Word that is designed to correct the
situation that He m ight n ot have to m ete out a
judgment on the thing. “ Not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2
Peter 3:9. Therefore, God is doing everything He can
to keep horn “ lowering the boom.” Some folks say
that God is slack, that God isn’t going to do any
thing. They say it by their behavior, by the way they
keep living and talking, and some even literally say
it. Many souls go right over the Spirit o f God as He
deals with their hearts. It’s time to move with fear,
saying, “What must I do?” It is grievous to see and
hear about souls going out to meet God unprepared.
“ He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck,
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without reme
dy.” Prov. 29:1. Failing to take heed to the counsel o f
Glod causes a soul to be hardened. We exhort every
one to move with fear to the saving o f his household.
Some may have less time than they think. Now is the
time to take care o f the unfinished business o f one’s
soul. We have a divine appointment to keep. (Heb.
9:27).
Ministers who attended this meeting were from
Goulds, Fla., Tuscaloosa, Ala., Wichita, Kans., Okla.
City and Okmulgee, Okla., and other areas. May each
one be able to say as the Apostle Paul, “ I kept back
nothing that was profitable unto you.” Acts 20:20.
May each child o f God be encouraged to “ ear
nestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints.”
—Bro. Norman Simpson
-------------------- o--------------------T E N T E V A N G E L ISM
When we last wrote we were especially burdened
con cern in g the eva n gelistic tents g o in g out this
summer. We received word that the saints in Akron,
Ohio, desire to use the tent in that area in different
meetings, also in Pennsylvania. Bro. Mart Samons
hopes to have a tent meeting at Greenville, Ohio,
near the Indiana state line. Bro. Bobby Forbes in
Louisiana expressed his burden for the tent meetings
in the Hammond-Loranger area. Those desiring a
tent m eeting or helpin g out in the South, please
contact Bro. R. W. Forbes, Rt. 2, Box 6, Amite, La.
70422. Also, those in the northern and eastern area,
contact Bro. Keith A. Fuller, 869 N. Jenkins Blvd.,
Akron, Ohio 44306, or Bro. Mart Samons, P.O. Box
127, Green Bank, W. Va. 24944.
Surely there is a great field o f lost souls, and we
must labor on, keep a vision before us, and do all we
can to reach them. The Scripture says, “ Where there
is no v ision the people perish .” The Lord had a
vision o f lost souls, and He left all the glories o f
Heaven, suffered and died to redeem the world. The
Banner o f Salvation must go forth. The old hymn
says, “ To the work, to the work; there is labor for
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all, for the kingdom o f darkness and error shall fall;
and the name o f Jehovah exalted shall be, in the
loud swelling chorus, ‘Salvation is free!” ’
Let us pray the Lord o f the harvest that He will
send forth more laborers and much good w ill be
accomplished..
We are thankful for each one who has had a
concern in regard to the indebtedness on the Trans
Van for Bro. Curtis Williams. Bro. Williams is an
evangelist, and we desire the Lord to use him in
ministering in the many places to which he is called.
He, no doubt, will be laboring also in the tent meetings
as much as he can. We are glad to report that the
indebtedness on the van is down to $2598.96. May
the Lord bless you as you share in these fields of
labor. Pray for us that we may always be led by His
Spirit.
Yours for lost souls,
—Bro. Ralph and Sis. Inez Beisly,
407 Eldridge, Coffeyville, Ks. 67337
(Editor’s note: Bro. Ralph Beisly is the secretarytreasurer of the Church o f God National Missionary
Fund which is used to help support the evangelistic
tent meetings and other home mission work, as well
as to pay the indebtedness on the Trans-Van. Please
send your free-will contributions for these purposes
directly to Bro. Beisly, and the Lord will bless and
reward you for your sacrifice and concern to help
spread the gospel light to precious souls.)
----- ----- .-------- o— -----------------

Prayer Requests
Miss.—“ Pray for 12-year-old Clint Smith. He was
in a wreck. He had three vertebrae broken in his
back. The doctor said that he would never walk
again, but we are praying and trusting the Lord that
he will walk soon. [He is the son o f Crawford Smith].
. . . I need prayer for my feet and ankles. They are
swollen. I am nervous and dizzy when I get up to
walk. I have arthritis. Thank you for your prayers.
—Mattie Smith
O hio—“ Please pray for m y eyes. I also have
sugar diabetes. I am trusting God to heal me.”
—Anna McCoy
N. C a ro lin a —P ra y ea rn estly fo r B ro. Jam es
M cLester w ho is under terrific pressure from the
powers o f darkness.
A riz.—Rem em ber in prayer Sis. H inson who
desires complete healing to her body.
Penn.—Pray fervently for Bro. Jerome Park that
his faith will not waver for his healing o f blackout
spells. He has laid aside the aid o f man and stepped
out on God’s promises.
Calif.—Brother Francis Doolittle has had some
strokes and is not able to be out o f bed very much. He
needs your prayers.
Mo.—Bro. Dale and Sis. Dora Doolittle need your
prayers for the healing o f their bodies. Bro. Dale is
not able to get up steps and do many other things
that he desires to do because o f the affliction on his
body.
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Miss.—Still remember Sis. Lowery for the healing
o f her nerves; also her husband needs healing.
Okla.—Sis. Della Perry is much in need o f prayer.
Continue to remember the different ones who are
holding on by faith for their healing. We thank God
for their faith and for how G od does help them.
Remember my brother, Lawrence Pruitt, Sis. Evelyn
McCoy, Bro. Murphey Allen, Sis. Cecil Carver, and
others.
Sis. Vera Forbes is still with us. Her daughter
Sylvia (Busbee), with the help o f her family, is caring
for her in their home. It is wonderful for the sweet
care she is receiving with kisses. She is unable to
turn over or feed herself. It seems that she is at the
end o f her journey, so pray for her. It’s precious how
the Lord touches her when she does have any pain.
Most o f the time she lies there without any pain,
only she says she is so weary. It pays to trust the
Lord to the end. One is not filled up with medicine
or shots.
-------------------- o--------------------IN APPRECIATIO N FOR OFFERINGS
FOR FIRE LOSS

Okla.—To the saints o f God: Greetings in Jesus’
precious name. We find Him so sweet to our souls.
We want to express our appreciation and thanks
to God and His saints for their prayers on our behalf
and for the offerin g that w as taken during the
Guthrie campmeeting, plus the offerings by mail,
which were applied on the purchase o f a home to
replace our house that was recently lost by fire.
We are all saved and mean to go all the way
with God. Pray for us.
Yours in Christ,
—Bro. Edward Joe Cramer and family
Guthrie, Oklahoma
---------------------o--------------------MISSION REPORT FROM INDIA

South India (M ay 15)—D ear Bro. Pruitt, dear
ones in the Print Shop, and the dear saints every
where: Our loving greetings to all o f you in the most
holy name o f Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, the Libera
tor, and the Lord o f Glory.
Thank you very much for your kind letter dated
May 2nd, and the enclosures were noted with much
appreciation. M ay G od bless each dear one w ho
contributed to the fund for us.
By the grace o f God we are still marching on,
keeping victory over Satan, the flesh, and the world.
God helped us to start a new work at K odali in
Trichur District which also is a Catholic center. We
pray God to open more new stations for us, far and
near. We continue to appeal for a van for transpor
tation to far places.
We arranged to hold a three-day campmeeting at
the new station at Kodali on May 17 to 20. The rainy
season started here and we planted rice in the fields.
At Nadukkunu, God helped us to buy a plot o f land
on which to build a chapel for the congregation there.
We pray God also to help us build the chapel.
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I remember often those w onderful days last
summer at your Guthrie campmeeting as well as at
other meetings over the U. S. A. May God bless the
Church there again this summer. I am waiting for
the next chance to visit all o f you again with my
wife, if the Lord wills. Though the political situation
in India is n ot fav ora b le for C hristians, we are
working with much effort to win souls while it is day.
May God give you more strength and courage to
carry on the publishing work for the glory o f God.
With love and prayers, I am yours in His service,
—John Varghese
---------------------o
PHILIPPINE MISSION REPORT

Under the date o f June 13, 1979, Bro. Policarpo
E ncabo, native m issionary at Cebu, P hilippines,
reports that he and a company o f gospel workers
made an evangelistic tour, beginning on May 15, to
several islands in that area, holding open air services
and'passing out gospel tracts and Cebuano Gospels
o f St. John, which we had mailed to them for free
distribution. People in the various islands were eager
to hear and read the gospel, and some accepted the
message o f the Church o f God. In some places the
attendance was very large, and they used an ampli
fier to reach them. Their next evangelistic tour is
planned for the second largest island in the Philip
pines, which is Mindanao. They are requesting more
tracts for distribution.
—Editor
---------------------O
'
REPORT ON A TR IP TO W. GERMANY

Bro. Cecil Carver felt impressed to make another
trip to visit and have services with the saints in
West Germany, and he desired me to accompany
him as his interpreter. We asked the Lord to lead our
way and arranged to be in Hamburg on May 11th,
where we stayed overnight in the home o f an elderly
couple, Bro. and Sis. Jakubowski. On Saturday, we
continued our journey to Isenbuettel and then for the
space o f a full week we had a series o f blessed
m eetings with the saints liv in g in the G ifhornIsenbuettel area. The Bible standard for Christian
living was preached with authority and the congre
gation was exhorted to forbear one another with love
and patience. We believe the Word was well accepted,
and the bond o f love and fellowship between saved
ones at home and abroad was strengthened, irre
spective o f language and background. With gratitude
to God we now realize that the Lord has established
a link between the church in America and the church
in Germ any and R ussia. H ence, we see that the
unity o f the believers according to Jesus’ prayer in
John 17 can still be achieved today, provided there
is individual obedience to the ca ll for separation
from sin and sectism.
While in Isenbuettel we learned o f another group
o f saints from Russia which has settled in the town
o f Pforzheim, W. Germany. The Lord burdened our
hearts to go and meet them in person, and so we
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went on Sunday aftern oon n ot kn ow in g how we
would be received. When we got there in the evening,
the saints had already gathered themselves together
in anticipation o f our arrival, and we were granted
the opportunity to minister to them in two meetings.
Here in Pforzheim the Lord had opened another door
to the hearts o f precious souls, who for some time
had looked to God for someone to encourage them in
their trials. T hank the Lord! The W ord w as well
received and m uch literature w as left behind for
distribution. In closing, we urge the church in America
to e s p e cia lly p ra y fo r the ch u rch in P forzh eim ,
because the saints there are passing through a time
o f conflict with man-rule and false doctrine. The Lord
will answer our earnest petition in their behalf and
grant them complete victory.
Your Brother in Christ,
—Reinhard Mueller
---------------------oNIGERIAN MISSION REPORT DELAYED

For some unknown reason, Bro. Enu’s planned
report did not arrive for this issue, but he wrote under
date o f May 23rd that the report would come in due
course. Up to that date, he had not received a letter
from me in the month o f May, although I had sent
him a letter and check by registered air-mail on May
2nd. Evidently their mail service is poor and getting
worse.
In the above mentioned letter, Bro. Enu reported
that he and his w ife had ju st returned from an
extensive and tiresome tour o f three States in Nigeria
to visit the brethren. They were at Umuguana-Owerri
in Imo State, Port Harcourt and Tombia in River
State, and Ikot Esen in Cross River State.
Let us continue to pray for Bro. Titus Enu and all
the gospel workers at the various mission stations in
Nigeria.
—Editor
---------------------o--------------------REPORT FROM OJOS NEGROS,
BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO

Although it seemed a settled fact that I would
not return to Ojos Negros, Mexico, my health being
poor, I opened my heart to the Lord as I had asked
others to do. He told me He had not given me the
talent o f speaking Spanish to lay on the shelf, but to
use, and, yes, He wanted me to go. He encouraged me
with numbers 257 and 198 in Evening Light Songs.
Saints, this is a pressing way. Zaccheus, the
woman with the issue of blood, and the importunate
widow had to press to obtain their desire o f the Lord
and He showed me I would have to do the same. It
surely has been a pressing time, but Lord willing, by
His grace and strength, my granddaughter, Kathy,
and I will fly to San Diego on June 15, then go via
three buses to Ojos Negros to help prepare and be in
the campmeeting. Pray for the meeting in general,
the workers and laity, that souls will be won to God
and more established in Him. We desire Holy Spirit
leadership in all. The meeting will convene from July
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2 through 8. The best possible accommodations will
be freely given. Come praying.
The Escobars have a new baby girl, bom May 13.
Pray for them.
Yours for lost souls in Mexico.
The Mayarino Escobar family, Ap, Postal
No. 284, Ensenada, B. Cfa., Mexico, and
Sis. Opal Kelly, 919 W. Mansur, Guthrie,
Okla. 73044.
---------------------o---------------------

From the Mail Box . • .
Canada— . . . We enjoy your Faith and Victory
paper and want to renew our subscription. We enjoy
the wonderful testimonies and editorials; in fact, we
enjoy the whole paper. We do not know any o f you
dear folks, but in spirit we are one. We thank God
for all who are preaching the true Word o f God. We
do not believe in these modem versions.
Now, dear friends, we ask our God to continue to
use you in His service. . . .
Christian love and prayers,
—Mrs. W. Cox
C a lif.—Dear Sis. Marie: T hanks for your nice
letter and tracts. They comfort me. . . . Pray that God
will have His w ay in m y life. M y a ffliction has
spread over my body and I suffer very much. God
may see fit to take me out o f my misery. Live or die, I
am the Lord’s. Pray for me. . . . I had a vision of
heaven and the angels singing. It was so beautiful! It
was like Paul said in 2 Cor. 12:4.1 heard unspeakable
words which no other can utter. Praise the Lord! That
is what Bro. George Harmon said about heaven when
the Lord let him come back after he had died.
So sorry Sis. Vera Forbes is so weak. So glad her
daughter can care for her. She lived a wonderful life
and is a wonderful sister in Christ. I want to please
my Lord every day so I will be ready to go when He
calls me. Pray that I will be faithful to the end.
In Christ Jesus,
—Opal Williams
N. C .—D ear sa in ts: . . . On June 26th, my
husband and I will be observing our son Jason’s first
birthday. I want to thank the Lord dearly for giving
us such a healthy little boy. He makes our home so
warm and e n joy a b le. P raise the L ord fo r little
children. I am 20 years old, and it seems like no time
ago that I was a little girl at home. The time flys so
quickly. Saints, let us take time for our children, for
one day soon, they’ll be grown up, too.
—Sis. Cheryl Yocum
Mich.—Dear ones: . . . The Lord has blessed me
continually with so many things, that I don’t know
where to begin listing them. He has helped me with
school and given me the power to continue studying.
During the second half o f school, I had the oppor
tunity to teach. By the end o f the school year, I found
a job doing drafting for the summer months. Jobs are
hard to come by, but the Lord has seen to it that I
might not be one o f the many unemployed people. I
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have also been teaching the ten and eleven year-olds
in Sunday school. My students are very bright and
attentive.
I wish to add that even though I have an active
life, I have a number o f unspoken requests for myself.
I hope the Lord will not cease giving me energy to
carry on all that I have set out to do. . . .
I sincerely hope you are all well at the Print
Shop. There is an abundant need for the spreading of
God’s Word.
In Christ,
—Renate Hess
Ind.—Dear Bro. Pruitt: . . . I am praying that you
are much improved in body, and happy, rejoicing in
the glory o f our dear loving Master, the Lord Jesus
Christ, also all the dear saints at the Print Shop and
everywhere. . . .
I am certainly pleased w ith m y dear lovin g
Master Jesus, and I believe He is pleased with me,
because I feel it down in my heart. My Bible tells me
to be perfect. (Matt. 5:48). There is not one word in
the Bible to be rejected. Praise God forever! I love the
truth — every word o f it.
Bro. Pruitt, I never was more determined to go
through with my dear Lord than I am today, and
stand for all the blessed truth. Many people will sing,
“ 0 , how I love Jesus,” and yet dress ungodly and be
entertained by the devil on their ungodly T V ’s. I
believe we have to clean house as well as body and
life. The Holy Ghost will not come into a temple,
which is our body, that is not clean. . . .
Remember Wife and me when you pray, as we do
you.
—Nathan Mobley
Mo.—Dear Bro. Lawrence: Greetings o f Christian
love. Wife is still suffering with her arm some, but we
are encouraged to look to God. We know that He is
true, and all His promises are “ in him yea and in him
amen to the glory o f G od.” A n oth er en cou raging
scripture is in Job 8:20, “ Behold God will not cast
away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil
doers.” This is a wonderful promise. . . .
We are thankful to God for the good meeting in
May with which He blessed us here at Neosho, Mo.
We appreciated very much the burden that Sister
Margie Sallee had for the congregation, as well as all
who helped by way o f prayer and other means. I feel
that much good was done. Several were at the altar
for special help. Some were saved and sanctified, and
we were all encouraged to a closer walk with God.
Your saved Brother,
—T. V. McMillian
Ohio—I send a lot o f tracts in letters to others, as
I am old and cannot get around much. I suffered a
stroke two years ago, but I do love the Lord. My hus
band is also handicapped. He is 82 years old. I am 77.
The 26th o f this month we will be saved 49 years,
and I am glad I can say, “ God has kept us through
trials, tests, sickness, and temptations.” We have
found His grace is sufficient and that Jesus never
fails. Bless His holy name! . . .
Yours in Christ,
—Mrs. Harvey Studer
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W. V a .—I have been receiving the Faith and
Victory for quite awhile, and I thank God for the un
known person that put our name on your mailing list.
I appreciate the good, clean reading you publish. It
should be in every home. . . .
—Mr. & Mrs. Raymond McCallister
Oregon—Dear Sis. Marie: . . . I have so much for
which to be thankful. A s some o f you know, I fell and
broke my hip last Aug. (1978). I was in bed for some
time, but I am now using my walker. Some o f the
dear ones help me get to church on Sunday. I also
have a housekeeper that cares for me. My nephew,
Joe Smith, bought me a three-bedroom home. I have
room for the saints when we have our meetings.
Our Jefferson campmeeting closed the 17th o f
June. . . . We thank the Lord for Bro. and Sis. O. B.
Wilson, the pastors. They are very precious. We have
some very wonderful saints here. . . .
I am happy in the Lord. I was 88 years old the
2nd o f June. . . . Pray for me. —Beatrice Spaur
---------------------o—------- --

Testimonies and Answers to Prayer
C a lif.—Dear Bro. Law rence: G reetings once
again in the name o f Jesus, our all in all.
I am happy in my soul this morning as I realize
more and more the value o f salvation. Things o f
this earth and its pleasures will matter little when
we meet God face to face. What a happy day that
will be for the child o f God! Oh, praise God for His
unspeakable gift to mankind! . . .
Rem em ber m y unsaved loved ones in prayer.
G od is w orking, and I am m uch encouraged. In
answer to prayer, God removed a large wart from
the index finger o f my two and one-half year old
grandson. This tendered my daughter’s heart, and
brought joy to me.
I am praying for your healing and for the work
there at the Print Shop.
Christian love,
—James Kutra
Kan.—Dear saints: Just a few lines to accom
pany my June offering. I am thanking the Lord for
H is continued blessin gs, and I am determ ined to
press the battle on. I feel the key in these trying
tim es is to press b eca u se the d ev il is ce rta in ly
pressing hard against us and doing all he can to
trip up and trick every saint o f God. He does not
want to see anyone go to heaven and he knows just
what tricks will work on each individual, and he
doesn’t miss an opportunity to work his tricks either.
As well as pressing, we are going to have to be
watching more carefully than ever before so we can
detect file devil when he is near and be aware o f
some o f his tricks. We must also resist him before
we are already caught up in som e snare o f the
enemy. May the Lord help us to be daily seeking to
stan d , and be fa ith fu l to our fa ith fu l G od w ho
wants so much for each o f us to go to Heaven and
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is doing all He can to get us there—even through
the trials and hard things H e is letting come our
way.
I am very m uch determ ined to prove to the
world that a holy life can be lived steadfastly, and
to prove to the devil that he is a defeated foe and
cannot have my soul again. I also want to prove to
God th a t I do love Him com pletely and w ill be
faith fu l like Paul w as in the early m orn in g dis
pensation. God is truly able to keep us, and by His
grace I am determ ined to be kept and to make
heaven my home. Praise God!
—Shirley Knight
Calif.—Dear Sis. Marie: We surely thank the
Lord for salvation and for His many blessings unto
us and our family this year. First, we would like to
thank the Lord for healing our little nine-monthold
daughter from what seemed to be the intestinal flu.
We also thank Him for His protecting mercies upon
our son who could have had a severe electric shock.
The Lord is so good to us and our children. Many
times we ask the Lord to watch over them and keep
them from danger that we cannot see.
I surely thank the Lord for touching my body. I
could keep very little food on my stomach, and if I
did, I would have severe pains in my lower chest.
This went on for about five days. Often m y husband
and parents w ould encourage me. One n igh t the
pain was so very severe that m y husband called our
pastor, Bro. C. Hobbs, to come over and pray for
me. Since that night I have continued to get better.
Thank the Lord!
My grandmother told me that the devil would
try to bring the affliction back, but to rebuke him
and refuse to take it. Sure enough, one evening the
p a in cam e b a ck . I b e g a n to su ccu m b to it, but
remembering what I had been told, I got out o f the
bed and began rebuking the devil in the name o f
Jesus. W ithin a m atter o f m inutes, the pain w as
gone. It happened so fast that it was rather sur
prising. Oh, thank the Lord for His healing power!
We surely desire your prayers that we may ever
prove faithful.
—Robert, Lois Johnson, Jr. and family
La.—We are so thankful today to be included in
God’s great plan o f salvation, although we feel so
unworthy. He surely does great and mighty things for
His children. I would like to report one o f these things
He did for us.
On February 27th, our 17-year-old son, Bert,
received bum s on both o f his legs. His right leg was
not severely burned, but the left leg received second
and third degree bu m s over m ost o f the area be
tween the knee and ankle all the way around.
When I looked at it the first time, I knew it was
a serious bum; and since I’d never had any experi
ence with severe bums, I decided to ask a doctor
how to keep it clean. I took Bert to the doctor and
told him our trust was in God, but I knew it should
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be kept clean, and I had not the slightest idea how
to do this. Since we would not let him treat Bert, he
refused to give any in form ation w hatsoever. He
looked at the bum and said that we had better get
him into a hospital and do so in no longer than
four or five hours. He said he wouldn’t do a thing
without his being in the hospital, and that he would
have to have antibiotics, for it was a very serious
bum , and only through proper medical treatment
could we expect to see it healed. But we were deter
mined to trust God completely. Bert said he would
rather trust God with it. G erald and I felt com 
pletely assured that God wanted to show us what
He could do, and He helped us to ju st place the
whole thing completely in His hands.
After about three hours God took away all pain.
Even though I didn’t know really how to wash a
bum o f this type, I asked God to please help me to
know how. He did just that. I washed it with water
to which I added some antiseptic, and God took care
of it all the way.
His leg did swell quite large, was very red and
inflamed, and some infection began to set in on the
eighth day. We are so blessed to have a-congreg a tio n here th a t b eliev es in rea lly b ea rin g one
another’s burdens; and some called other places and
some wrote to others. By the time this real crisis
cam e, we realized we had a real arm y o f prayer
warriors behind us.
A t this point (the eighth day) Bert’s temperature
began to rise sharply and he was having some pain.
He began to grow rather listless. How the devil did
try to work to hinder our faith, but, praise our God,
the devil is a conquered foe and he did not succeed.
This time o f crisis God allowed to be on Wednesday
and how we counted on prayer meeting that night!
We felt assured God would work that very night.
God permitted some phone calls to come that evening
from other states that were so timely. We grasped
every word o f encouragement each one gave, and by
ten o’clock that night, God lifted all heaviness and
anxiety from each o f us. We had received word that
the next day our congregation would be fasting and
praying for Bert. We all went to bed and slept
soundly that night (which we hadn’t done the two
previous nights). By the next morning Bert arose
bright and cheerful with no fever whatsoever! God
gave him an in stan t touch. H ow we thank Him!
In five weeks from the time the accident hap
pened, Bert’s leg was completely healed. Although
the new skin is very tender, he doesn’t have any
pain.
A s I write this, tears o f thankfulness are falling,
and we can only say, “ Thank you, God, for counting
us worthy o f bearing this affliction.” Though we felt
so unworthy o f God’s rich blessings, He saw fit to
bestow them upon us anyway.
We want to thank each o f you who sent cards,
called us, and prayed for us. E very en cou ragin g
word or deed aided in strengthening us in this time
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o f need. We thank our faith fu l con grega tion and
ministers here again.
God’s promises are true!
Christian love,
—Gerald and Connie Flynn
* * * * *
I want to thank the Lord for His many blessings
to me. I, too, thank each and everyone fo r your
prayers, phone calls and cards. They were all a real
encouragement.
—Bert Flynn
Tenn.—Dear Sis. Marie: I trust all is well at
the Faith Publishing House. I think o f all o f you
often. I realize all o f you are very busy. I have
enjoyed the May Faith and Victory paper. I always
look forward to getting the paper.
How is Bro. Lawrence getting along? I pray he
will be completely healed. God knows best. I have
been praying for all o f you.
My eyes are better. T hanks for you r prayers.
I have a friend who needs the Lord. Pray for
her. She has great talents.
—Mary Williamson
Ala.—Dear ones: Once again I contribute my
small gift o f love to help spread the good news o f
God’s wonderful gift o f eternal life to whosoever will
call upon His name. May God bless the work and all
who have a part.
Yours in Christ,
—Leora Frink
O kla.—Dear Sis. M arie: G reetings o f love in
Jesus’ precious name. I am so thankful for all o f His
goodness and mercy to us. He has helped us through
some battles and brought us out with victory. He
healed our girl o f some serious afflictions. Thank the
Lord!
—Gary and Judy Morgan
Ohio—Dear Sis. Miles: . . . We came home from
Florida the first o f Dec., 1978. We had been home
about a week when one morning, while I was wash
ing dishes, all at once I had a strange feeling in my
right arm. It went from my wrist to my shoulder in
a second o f time. I left the dishes and w ent out
where Harley (my husband) was in his workshop,
for it scared me. After a few minutes I calmed down
and came back in to finish my work. Later, I wrote
to you about it. . . . It continued to get worse. I knew
if I could get to Guthrie and be anointed by the
saints, God would heal me. . . . I called you for
prayer about our com ing to Guthrie on M on day
before C hristm as, as W ednesday w as the day o f
fasting. On Wednesday afternoon God gave me the
assurance we would get to go. . . . We left on Friday
m orning and g ot to Guthrie on Saturday n igh t.
What a mighty God we serve! I felt so bad on Wed
nesday after Christmas that I called you to come over
to our apartment to pray for me. Then while at the
services on Friday night, I felt God wanted me to be
anointed, which was done.
In 1977, when I fell and broke my right hip, I
must have done something to the left one, too, for it
was the one that gave me trouble when I walked. So
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when I was anointed, God healed my left hip, and I
never had any more trouble with it. But He didn’t
heal my arm. The following Wednesday I felt he
wanted me to be anointed and prayed for again.
God healed my arm. Some people say God is dead,
but the One I serve is not. He is still in the saving
and healing business.
Last month I was having quite a problem with
my back, so I wrote to you before the day o f fasting.
On Wednesday, I was lying in a chair in the living
room and all at once the trouble in my back left. I
just can’t praise God enough for all He does for us.
I have poor circulation in my right hip and leg,
but I’m expecting God to take care o f that any time.
The scripture, John 15:7, comes to my mind: “ I f ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”
—Sis. Mary Vice
o—o—o—o—o—o—O- ~o
Oregon—Dear Sis. Marie: I am writing to tell
you that I was anointed and prayed for twice at the
campmeeting at Jefferson, Oregon. When I got up
Monday morning, June 18th, my arthritis in both
knees was all gone. Thank the Lord! M y left knee,
which was the worse, was a little sore inside, but
that left me before the day was over. I surely give
the Lord all the thanks for it.
We take the Faith and Victory paper and love to
read it. . . .
Christian love,
—Sis. Helen Haven
La.—Dear Bro. Pruitt and co-workers: . . . I am
too near the end not to press on. The Lord has been
really good to me. I use a walker and wheel chair
part-time now. I know my time here is short. I am
determ in ed to p ress o n fo r th e L ord . I surely
want to be ready when He calls me. . . .
Please pray for me that I will be able to attend
die Hammond campmeeting. I am weak in body.
Yours in Christ,
—Mary Bush
---------------------o--------------------OUR MIGHTY GOD
The trees and flowers, grass and sky, the beautiful
water fall,
Are the products of the handicraft God fashions for
us all.
The birds that fly on gentle air, the fertile earthen
sod,
Are but a few of all the wonders given us by God.
The moon, the stars that light our way, and sunlight
beaming bright,
Are miracles God made to show His power and His
might.
When raindrops fall, remember, too, our Master let
them go,
And who but our dear God on high could dress the
world with snow?
No man-made masterpiece could take the place of
things like these,
For they are made by God above who fashions them
with ease.
—Sel. by Effie Miller
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Question and Answer Column
By Ostis B. Wilson

Q u e s t io n : W hat is the m eaning o f M atthew
6:17, “ But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head,
and wash thy face; That thou appear not unto men to
fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy
Father, w hich seeth in secret, shall reward thee
openly.” Matt. 6:17,18. Does the clause “ anoint thine
head” refer to a literal interpretation?
A n sw e r: The whole major thrust o f the first
eighteen verses o f the sixth chapter o f Matthew is
aimed at getting true Christian people away from the
idea of seeking any praise, commendation or reward
from men for what we do in service or worship to God
and doing whatever we do in these areas “ heartily as
unto the Lord and not unto men” Col. 3:23. We see in
these verses how that the serpentine influence o f self
interest and self promotion and aggrandizement can
creep into and slither across our deepest acts o f
devotion and charity — giving alms, praying, and
fasting.
Jesus presented these whole ideas as hypocritical
acts. They were doing these things and announcing
their doing and sounding their trumpets so that men
would be sure to notice and give them credit and
praise. This is all a very destructive thing to one’s
relationship with God and to Christian living. Jesus
said these people had their reward — that men would
see them and praise them — but they had no reward
from God. This is an attitude to be religiously avoided
by true Christian people.
Jesus said, “ How can ye believe, which receive
honour one o f another, and seek not the honour that
cometh from God only?” John 5:44. We are certainly
not to seek praise and commendation from men for
what we do for God and for our acts o f devotion and
worship to God.
In the particular part o f this over-all teaching on
this subject — the matter o f fasting and how to carry
it out — we are instructed in general to do nothing
special to let men know we are fasting. The anointing
o f the head (one translations says “ pour perfume on
your hair” and another translation says “ brush your
hair” ), was a normal part o f Jewish grooming but it
was forbidden by their canon in times o f fasting and
humiliation. But what Jesus seems to be teaching us
here is that when we fast we should groom ourselves
as usual and dress ourselves as usual and not in any
special garment o f mourning as those people did, that
we might not appear unto men to be fasting.
It is evident and clear that this is no part o f the
fasting itself because Jesus continues on to say “That
thou appear not unto men to fast.”
True Christians should always avoid any tend
ency to vaunt themselves in anything they do for God
and not seek credit from their fellow men for those
things. Let us be satisfied with the credit and reward
that God gives unto those who serve Him in the right
attitude o f heart. This will help our “ togetherness”
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with God which is a very precious thing with the
child o f God. It is a very rewarding and enriching
thing to one’s life when God rewards Him for doing
something as unto Him. We are taught by Jesus to
“ Let your light s o shine before men; that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” Truly, all glory belongs to God and let us
be satisfied for Him to get it from our lives.
-------------------- o—-------------

The Valedictory Address given
by Debbie Dee Harmon, on May 21,
at Loranger High School, Louisiana.
Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen, honored guests,
and fellow classmates:
When I learned that it would be my privilege to
speak for our class tonight, I asked myself, “Why
can’t I do something that comes easy to me, like
working an algebraic equation?” I suppose, though,
that wouldn’t have been too practical for an occasion
such as this. [Debbie Dee is an A student in math.]
However, I do want to present a problem o f sorts. It
deals with a simple equation: Good qualities minus
bad qualities plus any substitutions, all divided by a
smile equal a happy and successful life.
Now let us begin to work our problem. First, we
take some good qualities such as cheerfulness, kind
ness, and gentleness. We add these to our lives. To
further enhance these virtues, we add patience, under
standing, and the important factor of honesty. That
gives us som ething with w hich to work. Let us
proceed to elim inate the refuse. We subtract all
selfishness and jealou sy. These qualities are not
desirable in anyone’s life. They only subtract from
the beauty of one’s good traits.
We are now beginning to solve the problem .
However, we must first make a few substitutions. Let
us replace all hatred, bitterness, and any other
unnecessary variable with love raised to the seventh
power, for it is said that love never faileth.
Let’s not give up now. We want to divide both
sides by a permanent smile. Not only will this make
us feel better, but it will also lift the spirits o f others
around us.
Let us pause a moment to consider our progress.
Som ething seems to be m issing though, for our
equation does not com pletely balance. We have
omitted the most important factor in our search for
future happiness and success. It m ay not be so
obvious at a glance, but we must not leave out
Christ as our base. Surely we want to be as the wise
man who built his house upon the rock. When the
rain and floods came, his house stood firm. Deciding
to build our life on Christ will certainly be the best
decision we have ever made.
Our equation is now balanced and the problem
solved. Thank you.
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