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“ Glory to God in the highest!”
Glory to God for the Gift o f His Son!

Praise to Jehovah, who sent heaven’s best,
That in this earth God’s will should be done.

“Glory to God in the highest!—
Peace on earth, goodwill toward men.”

For Christ descended in righteousness,
For to save our souls from sin.

Came from on high to be bom  in a manger,
Thus came our Savior from heaven above. 

Thirty-three years Jesus walked as a stranger, 
Showing the pathway to peace and to love.

Infinite love Jesus showed unto us,
Infinite mercy to all o f mankind:

Gave us a chance to serve God and be righteous 
Making us free from the powers that bind.

“God with us”—what a wonderful story!
When I was saved, what a wonderful day! 

Into my heart Jesus came with His glory,
And with His blood all my sins washed away.

Wonderful Savior, so precious to me,
Thrilling my soul with His marvelous love; 

And when I’m passing through death’s lonely 
valley,

He’ll lead my soul to those mansions above.
—Philip A. Matthews

--------------------o--------------------
We are to be filled with all the fullness o f God. 

Self is to be cleansed out o f our hearts until not a 
trace o f it remains. God is to have the whole heart 
to Himself. Self is to be slain so utterly that there 
is not a single selfish impulse. It is not to be. re­
strained or drugged into insensibility, but crucified. 
We are not answering whole-heartedly to the require­
ments o f Christianity until this is our experience.

—C. E. Orr

The Mind of Christ
“Let this m i n d  be in you, which was also in 

Christ Jesus.”  Beginning with these words o f Paul 
to the Philippian church, I would like to share a little 
lesson. Paul’s teaching here was and is for all those 
who know Christ as their Savior. What was the 
mind of Christ? How did He “ fe d ” about this or 
that?

Let us think of some o f the ways in which the 
mind of Christ is revealed in the Gospel.

1. Christ’s mind is full o f love. John 3:16 and 
Romans 5 :8.

2. He felt the importance o f service. Even when 
a child He said, “Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?”  Luke 2:49.

3. Christ felt that He should be baptized by John 
in the Jordan River, thus giving us the example and 
also a symbol o f His own death on the cross and 
resurrection. He expressed His desire to obey with­
out a murmur when He said: “O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, 
thy will be done.” Matthew 26:42.

4. Christ felt compassion, for He said, “ Come un­
to me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” Matt. 11:28. And He also said 
in the last verse o f this book: “ . . .  And lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end o f the world.”

5. Christ had a mind to forgive, for He said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” Luke 23:34. And He forgave me of my tres­
passes also. Praise Him!

Paul exhorted the brethren o f Philipp* that they 
should try to find the mind o f Christ. And this 
comes about by a “renewing o f your mind,”  Romans 
12:2. Paul didn't teach “ his own mind,”  or the “mind 
o f another,”  but only the “mind o f Christ.”  What 
was in the mind o f Christ was and is put into action. 
So if we have the mind to love, serve, obey, be com­
passionate and forgiving, we will act more like Christ. 
People will then see Christ in us because we have the 
mind of Christ. Having the mind o f Christ will help 
us to overcome all the things that would hinder our
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Christian walk. Having the mind o f Christ will cause 
us to have love for the lost, and also more love for 
our brethren in the faith. Let us pray for those who 
don't seem to have this Christ-like mind. Let us 
show the mind of Christ to others, as there are so 
many that need this salvation and eternal life.

—Miguel Angel Gaspar, Mexican missionary 
--------------------o----------------------

The Last Free Exit
The highway was long and wide, and the car 

sped smoothly along past towns, farms and big cities, 
carrying us on to our destination. The quiet was un­
broken except for the roar o f the engine and the 
whistle o f the wind as it whipped through the slightly 
open window. It was one o f those times when the 
traffic was scarce and thoughts were free to wander 
as they w ill; and as we had committed our way un­
to the Lord, our thoughts were already established 
in their wanderings to the love o f our blessed Re­
deemer. (Proverbs 16:3). Bits and pieces o f song 
burst forth occassionally from our lips as expres­
sions o f joy and praise to God, for does not the 
Bible say that “with joy  shall ye draw water out 
o f the wells o f salvation"? (Isaiah 12:3).

Suddenly, a sign came into our view, and auto­
matically, it seemed, the car slowed as we read the 
words, “Last free exit before turnpike." I f we wanted 
to stay on that beautiful, smooth road, we were going 
to have to pay! Up until now, we had traveled free, 
for the State had seen to it that the highway was 
paid for, but this road ahead was not. We could 
take this last exit, and not have to pay a dime, but 
from where we could see, that road looked narrow 
and was probably rough up alfead. Why should we 
take what surely would be a rougher, longer road 
to travel w h e n  the one we were on was so nice? 
Well, we will just pay; and with that thought, we 
raced on past the last free exit. For a while it 
looked as though there would be no turnpike after 
all, and I had just turned to my companion with the 
comment that maybe we wouldn’t have to take it 
after all, when we topped a hill, and there was the 
toll gate. It was too late! We must enter the gate. 
And once inside the gate, we would have to pay.

The Lord spoke to my heart, and what He let 
me know laid a burden on me for poor lost souls 
in sin. For up ahead is the toll gate, and the price 
you have to pay for that road is too great to pay 
through all eternity. How many souls are nearing 
the last free exit? Could it be you? Are you ready? 
Do you know that Jesus has already paid for not 
only your road but also your lodging when you reach 
the end? The song says: “Jesus paid it all, aU to 
Him I owe." Why should you pay the greatest price 
a soul can ever possibly conceive of, when the debt 
is already paid in full? On the free highway, the 
State had paid for the blacktop, labor, and all other 
expenses needed for the job, but Jesus has paid for 
more than that. “He was wounded for our trans­
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chas-
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tisement o f our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed." Isaiah 53:5. This payment 
covers healing for our bodies, inner peace while we 
are on this earth, forgiveness for our sins, and pas­
sage into eternal paradise when we die. Then He 
has promised to s e n d  us the Comforter, or Holy 
Spirit, to help guide us along the Way—“And I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com­
forter, that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit o f truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you." John 14:16, 17.

So, sinner friend, consider well the facts: do you 
want to take the free road, or the costly turnpike? 
Remember the rich man and Lazarus? “But Abra­
ham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tor­
mented." Luke 16:25. “ For what is a man advan­
taged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, 
or be cast away?” Luke 9:25.

Are you nearing the last free exit?
—Carol Lasiter 

---------------------- o----------------------

“ Escape For Thy Life”
There was a man who received a message that 

the city o f Sodom was going to be destroyed. He 
begged, pleaded and interceded with his family to 
leave that wicked city, but they would not heed his 
warnings. It was hard for him to leave them.

Sodom was like many cities today. This city 
was full o f homosexuals. (Read Genesis 19:5; Ro­
mans 1:24.) It is reported by a published account 
that there are over 70,000 homosexuals in one of our 
big western cities. It seems to me that it is another 
Sodom. The Bible says, “And [God] delivered just 
Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation o f the wicked: 
(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in 
seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds:) The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out o f temptations, 
and to reserve the unjust unto the day o f judgment 
to be punished: But chiefly them that walk after 
the f l e s h  in the lust o f uncleanness, and despise 
governments [or dominion].” 2 Peter 2:7-10. To the 
pure, clean-minded child o f God, these things are so 
obnoxious. Our very soul hates that kind o f wicked­
ness, but yet our heart goes out to those who are 
under the spirit o f evil and desire them to be delivered 
before it’s too late. In this day and age, adulterous, 
unclean, filthy spirits are loose and are being ac­
cepted by the general public. These unclean spirits 
no longer have to go under cover or hide. They can 
now work openly. Surely our world is wicked. It 
is ripening for destruction.

This unclean, adulterous spirit gets hold o f peo­
ple. It divides homes, causes heartaches and brings 
sorrow to children and loved ones. This spirit is 
binding and forceful. I happened to hear on the
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radio about a minister (and he had followers) who 
thought he was right in his living openly with an­
other man. He had children and a wife. It is such 
a horrible thing and God’s Word is against such 
things. Anyone who will yield to such a thought 
and doing the act is under the displeasure o f God. 
Young people need to be warned never to give in to 
such wickedness. Small children need to be taught 
by their parents about s u c h  things. Their body 
is the “ temple o f God” and they must not defile it. 
1 Cor. 3:17. “He that committeth fornication sin- 
neth against his own body.”  1 Cor. 6:18-20. Our 
bodies and all o f their functions are pure, dean, and 
God-ordained. Nothing God has made is impure. 
Our children need to be taught this; yet there are 
certain God-given desires that need to be kept under 
subjection and granted only in marriage. Paul says, 
“ I keep under my body and bring it into subjection: 
lest . . .  I myself be a castaway.” 1 Cor. 9:27. He 
was talking about running in this race for heaven, and 
obtaining “an incorruptible” crown. He said he did 
not run “uncertainly”  nor as “ one that beateth the 
air.” He knew what was the most important thing 
in life, and that was to live according to God’s laws, 
be clean, pure and holy, so he could enter heaven.

God’s Word is definitely against homosexuality. 
Romans 1:24-32 definitely describes it and expresses 
God’s disapproval o f it. To those who are deter­
mined to do so, it says, “ God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lusts o f their own hearts, 
to dishonour their own bodies between themselves. 
. . . Men, leaving the natural use o f th e  woman, 
burned in their lust one toward another. . . . God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind. . . .  Who know­
ing the judgment o f God, that they which commit 
such things are worthy of death, not only do the 
same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”

Now the message today is, “ escape for thy life.”  
Don’t linger in this adulterous state. Flee from this 
spirit o f the devil. “Oh,” but you say, “ I can’t treat 
another person who has been so good to me in such 
a way.” That adulterous spirit has a loveable way 
about it. It’s a wicked, deceiving, cunning spirit. 
The one who has it will get real hurt, cry, beg, and 
plead for you to stay with it. It’s such a persistent 
spirit I have dealt with, these spirits and know what 
I am talking about. Only God can deliver one from 
it, and clean up the mind and body of one who has 
yielded to such an evil spirit. I am glad God never 
let me get into such a condition, because from my 
childhood my mother taught me the right way and I 
appreciate it. That is the reason I am warning par­
ents to teach their children about these things. Only 
God can help us to keep pure-minded and clean, but 
children need to be warned o f the deceptive works 
o f the devil.

Lot lingered, but “ the Lord being merciful unto 
him . . . brought him forth.”  Later Lot said, “ thou 
hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed 
unto me in saving my life.”  Genesis 19:17-19. Don’t 
linger in your condition. Listen to the message, 
“ Escape for thy life.”  Through Christ there is de-
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liverance. Confess to Christ, seek forgiveness, and 
forsake your evil ways. Refuse to be held under 
bondage any longer. Jesus came to “ set the captive 
free.” —Sister Marie Miles

---------------------- o----------------------

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS!

The spirit o f Christmas soon will be here, . . . 
Oh, saints be alert to this false Christmas cheer. . . . 
The spirits like frogs are turned loose in the air . . . 
to delude, and entice, and enslave in a snare . . .  of 
f a l s e  piety—worship of temporal things . . . and 
gains not a blessing for heavenly beings. . . . It’s o f 
pagan origin and not from above. . . . The lusts of 
the flesh are extolled for the love . . .  o f money for 
pockets filled only with greed! . . . Can this be the 
purpose our Savior did bleed? . . . What part can 
we have in this “ mixed multitude” ? . . . Will we take 
o f the spirit o f which it’s endued? . . . Can we foster 
a lie to the children we raise? . . . Let carnality reign 
when our God we should praise? . . .  This Santa Claus 
worship we should not instill. . .  in the hearts o f our 
youth where God’s love should infill. . . . The cus­
toms of heathen to God are but vain. . . . We’ve a 
hell to shun and a heaven to gain. . . . “ Come out 
now, My people, take not o f her sin.”  . . . God warns 
us each one, take no part in this thing . . . that uses 
Christ only to further her gain . . . while the wit­
nesses o f God lie in the street slain. . . . Let us wor­
ship our Lord each day o f our life . . . and leave to 
the world their idolatrous strife! — G. Hammond

--------------------o--------------------
IN CHRIST’S STEPS

“ The road is too rough,”  I said.
“ Dear Lord, there are stones that hurt us so.”  

And He said, “ Dear child, I understand—
I walked it long ago.”

“ But there’s a cool green path,”  I said,
“ Let me walk there for  a time.”

“ No, child,”  He gently answered me,
“ The green road does not climb.”

“ My burden,”  I said, “ is far too great;
How can I bear it s o ? ”

“ My child,”  said He, “ I remember its weight,
I carried my cross, you know.”

“ But,”  I said, “ I wish there were friends with me 
Who would make my way their own.”

“ Ah, yes,”  He said, “ Gethsemane 
Was hard to face alone.”

And so I climbed the stony path,
Content at last to know,

That where my Master had not gone,
I would not need to go.

And strangely then I found new friends,
The burden grew less sore,

As I remembered—long ago 
He went that way before!

— Selected by Lydia Jantz

Special Offer—Ten names for three months for $1.00
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“ FAITH AND VICTORY”
16-PAGE HOLINESS MONTHLY

This non-sectarian paper is edited and published in 
the interest o f the universal CHURCH OF GOD each 
month (except August o f each year, and we omit an 
issue that month to attend campmeetings) by Lawrence 
D. Pruitt, assisted by Marie Miles and other consecrated 
workers at the FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 920 W. 
Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044.

(Second class postage paid at Guthrie, Okla.)
Dated copy for  publication must be received by the 

18th o f the month prior to the month o f issue.
Notice to subscribers: Whenever you move or change 

your address, please write us at once, giving your old 
and new address, and include your Zip Code number. 
The post office charges 10c to notify us o f each change 
o f address.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Single copy, one year ....................................$ .35
Single copy, three years ................................$1.00
Roll of 4 papers to one address, one year ....$1.00 

Write for prices on larger quantities.
Subscribe to “ The Beautiful Way,”  a weekly 
six-page paper for children, edited by 
Mrs. Marie Miles and published quarterly. 
Suitable for use in primary and junior Sun­
day school classes.
Single set for one year (52 papers) ------ 80c

This publication teaches salvation from all sin, sanc­
tification for believers, unity and oneness for which Jesus 
prayed as recorded in John 17:21 and manifested by the 
apostles and believers after Pentecost. By God’s grace we 
teach, preach, and practice the gospel o f the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the same gospel which Peter, John, and Paul 
preached, taught, and practiced, including the divine heal­
ing o f the body. James 5:14, 15.

Its motto: Have faith in God. Its object: The glory 
o f God and the salvation o f men; the promulgation and 
restoration o f the whole truth to the people in this “ eve­
ning time”  as it was in the morning church o f the first 
century; the unification o f all true believers in one body 
by the love o f God. Its standard: Separation from the 
sinful world and entire devotion to the services and will 
of God. Its characteristics: No discipline but the Bible, 
no bond of union but the love o f God; and no test of 
fellowship but the indwelling Spirit o f  Christ.

Through the Free Literature Fund thousands o f gos­
pel tracts are published and sent out free o f charge as the 
Lord supplies. Co-operation o f our readers is solicited, 
and will be appreciated in any way the Bible and the 
Holy Spirit teaches you to do or stirs your heart. “ Freely 
ye have received, freely give.”  Read Exodus 24:2; 1st 
Chron. 29:9; 2 Cor. 9:7; and Luke 6:38.

Free-will offerings sent in to the work will be thank­
fully received as from the Lord. Checks and money orders 
should be made payable to Faith Publishing House.

A  separate Missionary Fund is maintained in order 
to relay missionary funds from our readers to the sup­
port o f home and foreign missionaries and evangelists.

In order to comply with the Oklahoma laws as a non­
profit religious work, the Faith Publishing House is in­
corporated thereunder.

FAITH PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. O. Box 518, 920 W. Mansur, Guthrie, Okla. 73044

Office Phone 282-1479 Home Phone 282-2262

EDITORIALS
THE SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR 

READERS in the precious name of the Holy Child 
Jesus who perfected the divine plan and offered to 
all mankind redemption from the bondage of sin. 
May your days be bright and happy with a personal 
experience o f the essence o f the good news announced 
so many centuries ago by the angel o f the Lord to 
the shepherds o f Judea: “ Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring yon good tidings o f great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is bora this day in the 
city o f David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."

As this last issue for the year o f 1972 goes to 
press, we are thankful to the Lord and our faithful 
readers for the hundreds of new names already re­
ceived through the special subscription offer, to whom 
we will be mailing this gospel paper for the first 
three months o f the year o f 1973. By the time you 
receive this December copy you may have a few days 
remaining before the expiration date o f this special 
offer on Dec. 8 to send in more names— 10 for $1.00. 
With your special effort at this time, we anticipate 
having several thousand new readers beginning with 
the January issue. PLEASE rash in all the names 
possible by December 8, and the Lord will bless you 
for your sincere concern in spreading the good news 
of salvation through Jesus Christ, our risen Saviour 
who reigns as King o f kings and Lord of lords.

Let us agree in prayer that the Spirit o f God 
will cause the forthcoming issues o f gospel messages 
to penetrate the heart of every reader and glean out 
o f darkness many precious souls. The Spirit ac­
companying the Word is effectual in convicting the 
lost o f their need o f the Saviour and pointing them 
to the foot o f the cross o f Christ where they can 
find deliverance from sin and receive the joy and 
peace o f salvation.

The reprinting of the 512-page hymn b o o k ,  
“Evening Light Songs," has been delayed through 
the lack o f a full-time pressman. We believe God 
has His hand on a consecrated printer-pressman to 
fill this vacancy very soon. However, it will be at 
least 90 days before the songbooks are available. 
Your orders will be accepted for future delivery.

The book, “Highways and Hedges" by Grace 
Henry, which records the life and missionary labors 
o f the late Faith Stewart, is also out o f stock. The 
author asked us to reprint this book, but with many 
other out-of-print books already scheduled for print­
ing, we cannot make further commitments at this 
time.

This writer is deeply grateful to everyone for 
the many lovely cards, letters, phone calls and offer­
ings received in remembrance o f his 61st birthday, 
Nov. 15. Please accept this message o f heartfelt 
thanks in answer to your expressions o f love on my 
birthday, as I may not be able to reply personally
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to each one. Your fasting and prayers for my heal­
ing are also appreciated.

My day was a happy one in the Lord and His 
service. Many other prayer requests were written 
and phoned in to be remembered before the throne 
o f mercy on the fast and prayer day of Wednesday, 
Nov. 15. A  number o f saints gathered at the Guthrie 
chapel The many requests for prayer were submit­
ted, and after scripture reading and exhortations on 
faith, many earnest prayers ascended to our great 
High Priest in behalf o f each one. The presence 
o f the Lord was real, and my faith was increased 
and inspired to take a stronger hold for my healing 
now regardless o f sight or symptoms, as well as for 
definite answers to prayer for all those who sent in 
requests from near and far. Faith is the victory 
that overcomes all obstacles. Let us not be guilty 
o f “limiting the Holy One o f Israel”  as did the 
Israelites o f old. Pray that my faith will not fail. 
As we bear one another's burdens, we fulfill the law 
o f Christ. Again I say, many thanks!

As this issue goes to press, the annual assembly 
meeting on the General Southern camp ground at 
Hammond, La. will be in progress (Nov. 19-26). We 
pray that the Holy Spirit will anoint richly for every 
service and that much spiritual benefit will be de­
rived from the preached Word.

My nephew, Vernon Miles, who is Marie’s son, 
lives in Guthrie and works at the printing trade in 
Oklahoma City. In his spare time he operates the 
Chief offset press here at the Printshop a few hours 
each week, reprinting the paperbound books as the 
need requires. We do appreciate his help in the 
Lord’s work, and trust our Paymaster to reward him 
in a special way. Very soon we hope to start reprint­
ing the large songbook on this press.

Sister Bonnie Matthews, one o f our faithful co­
workers, returned to Los Angeles on Nov. 17 to at­
tend the wedding o f her brother, Philip Matthews, 
to Sister Segatha Douglas, an event o f Nov. 18. May 
the Lord bless this Christian young couple, and grant 
them a long and happy life together in the service 
o f the Lord. Incidentally, Bro. Matthews is the au­
thor o f the poem on the front page o f this issue. 
Sister Bonnie expects to return to the office on No­
vember 27, Lord willing.

Good reports have come from the Jefferson, Ore­
gon assembly meeting which closed on November 12. 
Sister Laverne Manuel, minister from Louisana, was 
the only out-of-state minister there for the entire 
meeting. Bro. Ostis Wilson is the pastor.

For many months Bro. Geo. Hammond has been 
helping here in the Printshop, printing, folding and 
wrapping tracts, and folding, compiling and stitch­
ing paperbound books. In his spare time, which in­
volved many hours and days, he has been repairing 
the body o f his Volkswagen camper trade which was

badly damaged in a mountain aeddent while he was 
on a missionary trip in Mexico last June. Now, with 
the blessings o f the Lord, he has it in running con­
dition again, and expects to make a trip back East 
very soon. His devotion and service to the Lord is 
much appreciated, and the Master will not forget his 
labor o f love for Christ and precious souls.

Bro. William and Sister Evelyn McCoy o f Day- 
ton, Ohio were with us in services on Wednesday, 
Nov. 8 and on Sunday, Nov. 12, when Bro. McCoy 
brought us a good message on how God appeared to 
various Bible characters. While in this area, they 
visited relatives and saints, and we were happy to 
have them visit us here at the office. Sister McCoy 
is a longtime friend, the former Evelyn (Davis) Gib­
son who grew up in the Guthrie congregation. They 
are devoted to spreading this truth, and we pray the 
Lord to prosper their labors wherever they go.

Plan to attend the Oklahoma State Assembly 
meeting here at Guthrie, Oklahoma from Dec. 22 to 
Dec. 31,1972, during the Christmas holidays. Every­
one is cordially invited. This will be the largest 
mid-winter gathering o f God’s people in the central 
area of the United States. A more complete notice 
appears on another page o f this issue.

As this year o f 1972 comes to a close, (and it 
has gone so swiftly) we want to express our sincere 

, thanks and appreciation to all those who have prayed 
for and co-operated with us, financially and other­
wise, in printing and mailing out the "white-winged” 
silent gospel messengers around the world. Let us 
continue to be “workers together”  with the Lord in 
this soul-saving rescue operation, for we “shall reap 
if we faint not.”  —Lawrence Pruitt

------------------ o------------------

Excellent Gift Suggestions
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book, 640 pages, colored

pictures, best in its field ......................................$ 6.95
Egermeier’s Deluxe Edition with 100 additional

pages and imitation leather binding ............ . 8.95
Egermeier’s Favorite Bible Stories, (ages 4-9) 33 

full-page c o l o r e d  pictures, cloth-bound, 128
pages, size 6% ”x9 Price ...........................  3.50

Holman Teacher and Student Bible, approx. 5% ”x 
7 7 /8” , die., con., ref., study helps, Bible paper,
Black French Morocco overlapping cover .......  15.95

Clearblack (formerly Harper) Ref. Bible, con., bold 
t y p e ,  self-pronouncing, Super-India paper, 4- 
l l /1 6 ”x7” , % ”  thin. Specify black or brown
cover. Genuine leather, price ...........................  11.95
Same as above, but with black leather cover
and Jesus’ words in red. Price .......................  12.50

Rainbow Bible (ages 6-11), with z ip p er .................... 5.50
Blue edges without zipper .................................... 3.95

Oxford Bible, black face type, Jesus’ words in red, 
100,000 chain references, concordance, subject 
index, maps, family record, India paper, size 
6% ”x8 5 /8 ”  with Pin Grain Morocco cover.... 19.95
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World Bible, approx. 6% ”x9% ” , LARGE print, red
letter edition, in genuine leather ........................ 13.00
The same except with imitation leather............ 8.95

World Bible, approx. 5x7%, con., maps, helps .......  3.26
Pocket New Testaments, zipper, 2%x4% x7/16   3.25
New Testament with Psalms, large print, 5%x7 6/8

imitation leather .................................................:.. 4.95
Cruden's Complete Concordance, 200,000 references 4.95
Pilgrim’s Progress, clothbound ....................................  2.95
Smith’s Bible Dictionary ..............................................  6.50
Fox’s Book o f Martyrs ................................................  3.95
“ Faith and Victory”  books —  the eleven issues o f

1971 bound in heavy paper cover. Each .......  1.00
“ Beautiful Way”  junior books— 52 junior papers o f

1971 bound in heavy paper cover. Each .......  1.00
Some “ F. and V.”  and “ B. W.”  b o o k s  o f previous

years are available, each ............................................. 50
The Ordinances o f the New Testament by Wm. G.

Schell, 67 pages, paper bound, each ................ .25
Salvation, Present, Perfect, Now or Never, by D. S. 

Warner, paper bound, 63 pages, 40c each, or 
three books for ........................................................  1.00

The Church o f God by D. S. Warner. 32 pages in
paper binding. Price, 25c each, or 5 books fo r  1.00 

Trials and Triumphs o f Eva Grant by Effie M. Wil­
liams, 94 pages, paper bound. The story o f a
girl’s life and how faith brought her through. .45 

How I Got Faith, by Willis M. Brown, 199 pages,
paper bound, 75c each, or three f o r .................... 2.00

Past, Present, and Future o f the Church, by Fred
Pruitt. A  book o f 72 pages, paper bound. Each .30

The Two Works o f Grace by H. M. Higgle in 1900.
56 pages with heavy paper b inding...........................35

Odors From Golden Vials by C. E. Orr, 78 pages,
paper bound, 40c each or three books f o r .......  1.00

Life Sketches o f Sarah Smith, 36 pages, paper bind­
ing, 25c each, or five for ...................................... 1.00

The Corrupt Tree by Mrs. Anna Marie Miles, 40 
pages, paper bound. Especially fo r  young peo­
ple. Corruptness exposed and a way out o f it
shown. Price ................................................................. 25

The Story o f Joseph, 79 pages, paper bound. You 
will be blessed with this reading. 25c each, or
five for ......................................................................  1.00

The Pilot’s Voice by Isabel Byrum. Paper bound,
146 pages with pictures. A  “ must”  for youth.
75c each, or three for  ...........................................  2.00

Biblical Trace o f the Church by Wm. G. Schell, in
1893. 173 pages, paper bound. P r ice .......................60

The Man of His Counsel by Effie Williams. Paper
bound, 112 pages. 50c each, or five copies for 2.00 

A  Religious Controversy by C. E. Orr, 80 pages, 
presents many Scriptural truths in an interest­
ing manner, 40c each, or three books for .......  1.00

Unraveling Revelation by A. Q. Bridwell. In paper
cover, 36 pages. 25c each, or 5 copies f o r ___ 1.00

The Plan o f Salvation by Ostis B. Wilson. A  64- 
page booklet in paper binding clearly setting 
forth God’s redemptive provisions for mankind.
Price, 25c each, or five copies f o r ..... ................ 1.00

The Kingdom o f God and the One Thousand Year’s 
Reign by H. M. Higgle in 1899. 160 pages, with 
heavy paper binding, 60c each or two f o r ____  1.00

Christian Conduct by C. E. Orr, 45 pages, p a p e r
bound, 35c each, or four books for  .................... 1.00

The Revival in Tin Town by E f f i e  M. Williams.
Paper bound, 84 pages, 40c each, or three for  1.00 

The Secret o f Salvation by E. E. Byrum. First pub­
lished in 1896. Paper bound, 264 pages. Each 1.00 

Beautiful Way Songs b o o k ,  in words only, o f  37 
favorite songs for juniors in heavy paper bind­
ing. Excellent for Sunday schools and children’s
meetings. Price ............................................................. 10

The Deacon o f Dobbinsville— a v e r y  interesting 
narrative by the late John A . Morrison, first 
published about 50 years ago. Paper binding,
64 pages. Price, each ............................................ .46

The Cleansing o f the Sanctuary by D. S. Warner 
and H. M. Riggle. Reprinted verbatim in 541 
pages, cloth binding. ..............................................  4.60

The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day by H. M. Riggle,
160 pages, paper bound. Comprehensive cover­
age o f the subject. Price 60c each, or two for 1.00 

The Great Abomination, or, How Do .1 Look?, in 32
pages, paper bound. 25c each, or five for  —  1.00 

Heavenly Life for Earthly Living by C. E. O r r
Paper bound, 60 pages, 35c each or 3 copies for 1.00 

The Life and Works o f Flavius Josephus— a learned 
and respected Jewish historian. Written about
A. D. 93. 1055 pages, cloth bound. E a ch .......  11.95

The Hidden Life, or Walks With God by C. E. Orr.
112 pages o f soul food. Price ............................ .40

The Gift o f  Tongues—What It Is and What It Is 
Not by G. E. Harmon. 20-page booklet. Bible 
truths that all should know. 15c each, 10 for.... 1.00 

Birth o f a Reformation—Life and Labors o f D. S. 
Warner by A. L. Byers. A  reprint edition of
496 pages, many more pictures, in gold-lettered
cloth binding. Price, each .................................... 4.00

The Infidel Doctor o f Salem by Effie M. Williams.
Paper bound, 52 pages. 30c each, or 4 for.......  1.00

How We Got Our Bible by E. E. Byrum. In a paper
binding o f 46 pages. 30c each, or four for — 1.00

Emma Bailey Seeks Truth by Mable Hale. True ex­
periences in “ Pentecostalism.”  Paper bound, 24
pages. Price ................................................................... 20

Christ’s Triumphal Reign by H. M. Riggle. Paper
bound, 28 pages. 15c each, or 10 f o r ................ 1.00

The Poorhouse W aif and His Divine Teacher by Isa­
bel Byrum. Paper bound, 223 pages. Price .... 1.00 

Divine Physical Healing Past and Present. Faith­
building volume. 272 pages iii a heavy paper 
binding priced at $1.00 per copy. In cloth bind­
ing the price is ........................................................  1.60

Around Old Bethany by R. L. Berry. It is a true- 
to-life narrative setting f o r t h  salvation and 
other Bible doctrines. 83 pages in heavy paper 
cover. Price, 40c each or three copies for  — 1.00 

The Heavenly Footman by John Bunyan, author of
“ Pilgrim’s Progress.”  32 pages, paper bound.......... 20

Bible Chain of Truth by A. Marie Miles. Bible doc­
trines made plain for youth. Paper bound, 168
pages. Price, 60c each, or two f o r .................... 1.00

Availing Prayer by Fay C. Martin is one o f the best 
books on the subject o f prayer. You will cer­
tainly be benefited by reading it. 120 pages in 
heavy paper binding. Price, 60c each, or 2 for  1.00
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Pasha (Greasy) Tichomirow, the Converted Robber, 
translated from German by Charles Lukesh.
This fascinating true story o f a converted rob­
ber in Siberia consists o f 32 pages, paper bound.
Price, 15c each, or eight copies f o r ...................  1.00

How To Resist The Devil by F. J. Perryman. 48 
pages bound in heavy paper cover. Price, 25c
each, or 5 copies f o r ................................................ 1.00

Was The Devil Ever in Heaven? by O. B. Wilson.
32 pages in paper binding. Price, 15c each,
or 10 copies f o r ........................................................ 1.00

A  Doctor's Experience o f Divine Healing, 24 pages,
paper bound, each ...........................................................15

The Holy Spirit and Other Spirits by D. O. Teasley.
192 pages o f sound Biblical instructions in a
heavy paper cover. Price, each ........................ 1.00

Helps to Holy Living by C. E. Orr. 64 pages in a
paper binding. Price, 40c each or three for.... 1.00 

Jesus Is Coming Again by H. M. Riggle. I l l  pages,
paper bound. Price, 60c each or two f o r .......  1.00

Himnos de Gloria (Hymns o f Glory)— a Spanish 
songbook in words only, 150 pages, paper bound, 
carries the Church o f God message. P rice ...............50

How to Live A Holy Life by C. E. Orr. 112 pages o f
soul food, paper bound. 40c each or three for 1.00 

A  True Story in Allegory by Lottie L. Jarvis, mis­
sionary to India. First published about 1920, 
this booklet o f 30 pages describes how the subtle 
spirit o f compromise works to accomplish its
purpose. Price, 15c each, or eight for ...........  1.00

The Sin o f Trifling, sponsored by Sister Sam Barton.
32 pages, paper bound. Carries a vital message 
for everyone, especially our young people in 
these perilous times o f loose living. Price, 15c
each, or 10 copies for  ............................................ 1.00

Adam Clarke's One Volume Commentary o f Entire 
Bible. 1356 pages. Abridged from original six- 
volume work. Actual words o f Adam Clarke 
have not been changed, except in a few instances 
where a word or so has been inserted in brackets 
to complete the sense when taken from original. 11.95 

Clarke's Commentary o f the Entire Bible. One o f
the best in its field. Set o f six volumes...........  37.50

The New Testament Church and Its Symbols by
Fred Pruitt. Paper bound, 131 pages. Price .40

Bible Lessons Quarterly for Adult and Young People 
Sunday school classes, 64 pages, published every 
three months. Subscription price, 35c per quar­
ter, or one year for  ................................................

Steps Heavenward by R. L. Berry. Clear Biblical 
instructions to the new convert on how to gain 
and keep the victory amid temptations, doubts, 
and feelings on his journey to heaven. Paper 
binding, 123 pages. Price, 60c each, or two for 

Clear Plastic Cover with snap for “ Evening Light
Songs” book. Price ................................................

How John Became a Man by Isabel Byrum. Life 
story o f a motherless boy, especially good for 
children and young people. Paper binding, 64
pages. Price, 40c each, or three for ...............

The Redemption o f Howard Gray by C. W. Naylor. 
This book is based on the actual experience o f 
a man seeking and finding the way o f salvation. 
Paper bound, 72 pages. Price, 40c each, or 
three for  ....................................................................

1.40

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Stories o f Home Folks by Mable Hale. Actual in­
cidents from real life—sound instructions for 
all ages. Paper binding, 160 pages. Price, each 1.00

Touching Incidents a n d  Remarkable Answers to 
Prayer, compiled by S. B. Shaw, especially for 
children. 135 pages, many pictures, in paper
binding. Price, 75c each, or three f o r ...............  2.00

Sanctification by J. W. Byers. 96 pages o f clear 
sound Biblical teaching on this subject, paper
bound. Price, 40c each, or three for ...............  1.00

Gospel Anthems, 100 choice hymns in shaped notes, 
all selected from “ Evening Light Songs,”  heavy 
paper binding. Price, 50c per copy, 5 copies
for $2.25, or 12 copies for .................................... 5.00

Shadows o f Good Things, or The Gospel in Type, by 
R. R. Byrum. Excellent 144-page book with dia­
grams and pictures dealing with the types and 
shadows o f the Old Testament. Paperbound.... 1.00 

Instruction o f Youth in the Christian Life by C. E.
Orr. 32 pages, paper bound, each ...................  .25

Just Mary by Effie M. Williams. A  true story es­
pecially enlightening to young people and inter­
esting to old folk as well. 96 pages in paper
binding. Price, 40c each, or three for ...........  1.00

Rays o f Hope by D. O. Teasley, Written especially 
to instruct those who suffer under the accusa­
tions o f the devil. 95 pages, paper bou nd .............. 50

The Christian Church: Its Rise and Progress by 
H. M. Riggle. Bound in cloth cover, 488 pages.
Price, each ..................................................................  4.00

Deluxe Bible Zipper Covers, black, padded, long- 
wearing. (Measure your Bible for size.)
No. 9 fits up to size 4% ”  x 7 1/16” , p r ic e ....... 3.75
No. 10 fits up to size 5% ” x  8% ” , p r ic e ........  4.00
No. 11 fits up to size 6% ”  x  9% ” , price ........  4.50

Birthday, Get-Well, All-Occasion, Sympathy Cards
(Scripture text) state kind, cost per box .....  1.25

SCRIPTURE TEXT CHRISTMAS CARDS —  Box o f 14 
for $1.25, postpaid. ORDER NOW!

CHRISTIAN WALL CALENDAR For 1973— Beautifully 
colored pictures, a Scripture Text for each day with 
thoughts for meditation. Price, 50c each, postpaid.

(A ll o f the above items are postpaid at prices quoted.) 

FA ITH  PUB. HOUSE, B ox 518, Guthrie, Okla. 73044
---------------------- o

OBITUARIES

Brother Stephen E. Henry, bom  June 25, 1915, was 
married to Miss Audrey Forbes on August 31, 1941. Two 
children were added to the home after a few  years. First, 
a boy, Stephen James, who was called to his reward on 
April 7, 1965, aged 16% years. L a t e r ,  a little girl, 
Jeanine, who is now Mrs. Claude Ogden.

Brother Steve’s coronation day was Nov. 9, 1972, at 
the age o f 57. “ Be thou faithful unto death and I will 
give thee a crown o f life.”  Rev. 2:10. His death was 
victorious as was his life. The courage, faith, patience, 
and zeal that he manifested in his affliction was an inspi­
ration to all who saw him in his hour o f trial.

Bro. Steve's father, mother, and one sister, Esther, 
preceded him in death. His mother was a dear saint.
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Sister Dot Henry o f California, who was Sister Vera 
Forbes’ sister.

He leaves one sister, Mrs. Velma Wilson, DeRidder 
La.; three brothers, G. V., Joe, and Julius, ail o f Calif.

Bro. Henry was active in the work o f the Lord at 
Hammond and Baton Rouge, La. He served on the camp 
ground committee at Hammond for many years. Our 
place o f worship in Baton Rouge was obtained through 
the efforts and generosity o f Bro. Steve and Sis. Audrey. 
Bro. Steve will be greatly missed by all who knew him, 
and especially in the area where he labored.

The poem, “ My Bible And I,”  was read by Brother 
Herbert Probst, also scripture and comments. The ser­
mon was delivered by his pastor, Bro. Max Williamson.

Scripture texts: 1 Corinthians 9:24-26; Heb. 6:19; 
Romans 8:18-24; 1 Corinthians 13:13.

A touching rendition o f the song, “ Beyond the Sun­
set,’’ and the poem, “ If You Go First,”  was carried out 
at the graveside by Bob and Dorall Forbes, assisted by 
others. Interment was in the Church o f God Cemetery 
at Loranger, La. — Bro. M. F. Williamson

If we’ve the faith to plant a seed 
And know a flower will grow;

If we’ve the faith that rain will fall 
And that the wind will blow. . . .

I f we’ve the faith that spring will come 
When winter-time is gone,

How can we doubt that life and love 
Go ever on and on!

Vester Mae Ramey was bom  November 21, 1919, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler Ramey in M t Holly, Ark. and de­
parted this life on Oct. 16, 1972, at the age o f 52 years, 
11 months and five days.

She moved to Fresno, Calif, in 1949 and remained 
there until her death.

She leaves to mourn her passing: her devoted mother, 
Mrs. Lizzie Reynolds; three sisters, and two brothers, 
a host o f other relatives and friends.

Sister Vester Mae accepted the Lord in 1949 and kept 
a desire to serve the Lord with all her heart until death 
claimed her. She was faithful to attend services when 
she could. She will be greatly missed by all who knew 
her.

Funeral services were conducted by Brother E. J. 
Trotter.

NOTE OF THANKS

Please accept this means o f expressing our sincere 
and deepest appreciation for  your phone calls, the offer­
ings, cards and letters o f encouragement that were sent 
to the family at the death o f our beloved daughter and 
sister, Twila, on October 9, 1972. I plan to personally 
acknowledge them, but at present duties are pressing 
and I may be slow in acknowledging them.

The saints in Jefferson and Gladstone, Ore. stood 
with us in every way possible to help and comfort us, 
with their presence, the food, and all the little and big 
ways. Our neighbors were kind with food, offerings 
and cards. May God bless and repay each one for all 
their kindness and sympathy shown in this time o f sor­
row. — W. J. and Violet Benson and son

—Margaret (Benson) Cable and family 
------------------0------------------

Special Offer—Ten names for three months for $1.00

VICTORY December, 1972

OKMULGEE, OKLA. REVIVAL REPORT

God made another glorious visitation in a revival 
meeting (Oct. 16-22) in Okmulgee, Okla. The results 
w e r e  glorious. We had the privilege o f seeing two 
daughters o f a saint, who had gone to her reward, weep 
their way to the cross.

We are also thankful for all the help the Lord sent 
us. The singing was so inspiring. There was a reviving 
o f souls and God was faithful to visit all. We solicit 
your prayers that we will ever let God lead us.

— Bro. Woodrow Warren, pastor 
— Sister Herbert Henderson, secretary 

--------------------o--------------------
WICHITA, KANSAS MEETING REPORT

The saints at Wichita, Kansas wish to report that 
we had a real good autumn meeting which closed on 
Nov. 5. Many prayers went up for  the meeting. There 
was unity in prayer and the Lord did hear and answer. 
The Word was preached under the anointing o f  the Holy 
Spirit. The first message was on “ Clean Hands,”  and 
we heard a good one on “Uncontrolled Love.”  We were 
exhorted in one message to be more liberal with our gos­
pel giving. T h e r e  was also a soul-stirring message 
about how important it is not to become overcharged 
with surfeiting or cumbered with the cares o f life. The 
final message asked what we were going to do with the 
Word we heard, and we were told to take heed lest we 
let it slip. We had some precious day services, including 
the ordinance service.

The Lord was faithful to send conviction in the meet­
ing and we are glad to report that six sought the Lord 
for  salvation and several o f the saints went fo r  special 
spiritual help. We are grateful for e a c h  out-of-town 
saint who came to be with us in the meeting, and truly 
appreciated the ministers who came. Bro. E. J. Trotter 
was with us throughout the entire meeting. We were 
glad that Sister Lillie Mae Chandler was able to be with 
us. It was also a special blessing to have Bro. Lawrence 
Pruitt and his wife with us the last day o f the meeting. 
We do thank the Lord for His faithfulness.

— Shirley Knight
------- ------------- o ■■ —  ■

MEETING IN FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA.

Florida—Dear workers there at the Lord’s Print- 
shop, greetings o f love in the name o f our dear Lord 
who is everything to me. Praise the Lord!

I do appreciate the prayers o f all the saints who 
prayed for  my healing. The Lord so graciously came 
to my rescue when I seemed to be almost at death’s 
door. . . . Thank the Lord, now I feel fine in my body 
and encouraged in my soul. . . .  I do want to please 
Him with my life.

The planned meeting here at Ft. Lauderdale has 
been changed to start on December 10, 1972, and con­
tinue ten nights, Lord willing. Pray that the Lord will 
send Spirit-filled ministers and workers o f His own choos­
ing, that He will anoint for every phase o f the services, 
and that lost souls will be saved, believers sanctified, 
the afflicted healed, and the church edified. Please help 
in this meeting anyway the Lord leads you to do so. 
An invitation is extended to all to come. . . .

For further information, contact Bro. H. Hargrave, 
22345 S. W. 117th Place, Goulds, Florida, phone 305—  
247-4102, or Sis. Mattie B. Savage, 212F West Dixie Ct., 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., phone 305-524-0609.
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OKLAHOMA STATE ASSEMBLY MEETING

The 66th annual Oklahoma State Assembly meeting 
o f the Church o f God will be held, the Lord willing, at 
Guthrie, Okla. on Dec. 22 to Dec. 31, 1972, inclusive, dur­
ing the Christmas holidays. A  hearty welcome is ex­
tended to all to attend this annual gathering o f God’s 
people in the central area o f the U. S. A.

The chapel is located on the comer o f 6th Street and 
West Warner Avenue. The dining hall and dormitories 
are located in the same block for  your convenience. All 
who come will be cared for. The expenses o f the meet­
ing will be met as usual by free-will offerings.

We are praying and expecting the Lord to send in 
Spirit-filled ministers to preach the Word with heaven’s 
anointing. All hungry souls seeking light or spiritual 
help, come, and God will meet you here. I f  you are sick 
in body, come and be healed by faith in the Great Phy­
sician. Saints, come praying with a burden for the un­
saved and for all who need help in soul and body. These 
are perilous times, and we need to be about our Father’s 
business, doing what we can for  lost souls.

Please send all contributions for  the coming State 
Assembly meeting directly to the State Treasurer, Sister 
Frances Deforth, Route 5, Guthrie, Okla. 73044.

o--------------------
CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY MEETING

The a n n u a l  California Assembly Meeting o f the 
Church o f God, located at 12312 Osborne Place, Pacoima, 
California, will convene, Lord willing, December 22 and 
continue through December 31, 1972. A  most hearty 
welcome is extended to each one. We are looking to 
God to send Spirit-filled ministers o f His choosing.

Pray much for  this meeting that there will be an­
other harvesting o f souls as God so graciously granted 
to us in our campmeeting. Also, during our singspira- 
tion, on Saturday (Oct. 28) before the 5th Sunday, souls 
came to an altar o f prayer and were helped.

F o r  further information, contact Brother Robert 
Sherman, 12312 Osborne Place, Pacoima, Calif., phone 
213— 899-2022, or Brother James Pierro, 11316 Glenoaks 
Blvd., Pacoima, Calif., phone 213— 896-7771.

— Anneta Luehring, Sec.
----------------------0------

Prayer Requests

Kentucky— Dear folks at the Printshop: Just a line 
to say we are glad when the “ Faith and Victory”  paper 
comes because it contains the truth o f God’s Word. . . .

Remember us in your prayers. I have a nervous 
condition. Also, I request prayer o f the saints fo r  my 
oldest son, Howard, who is not saved and not well in 
body. Call his name in prayer. God is able to heal and 
save. Christian love to all, —Mrs. Frank Dunaway

Indiana—“ I haven’t been well for  a long time. . . . 
I feel tired and exhausted- all the time. . v . Don’t forget 
to pray for me.”  — lone Strebig

Ohio— Remember Sister Evelyn McCoy in prayer. 
She has sonde places on her head that God needs to heal. 

Oklahoma—“ Pray fo r  the healing o f my body.”
— Sister Etta Simmons 

California—“ I’ve written before and the Lord has 
touched and healed me. Praise His dear name! I need 
healing o f arthritis in my left arm. . . . My daughter is

about to have a nervous breakdown. Her husband drinks 
heavily and their home is about to be broken up. They 
have three darling children all under nine years of age. 
. . .  I have the care o f a mentally retarded brother, and 
this other problem makes it more than I can bear. . . . 
Please pray earnestly for the Lord to undertake for us.”

— Name withheld by request 
Mo.— “ I am having trouble with my ear, and the 

affliction is serious. I am trusting the Lord. I have 
sugar diabetes also.”  —Eddie J. Lee

Kansas— Do remember our d e a r  Mother Willa J. 
Williams who is a faithful saint o f God. She is up in 
years now, very feeble, and at her daughter’s home in 
Wichita, Kansas. Remember those who are caring for 
her also.

Okla.— Pray for Sister Hattie Hines. She is “ suffer­
ing in body,”  and is another one o f our dear elderly 
saints. We thank God for  our saints who have fought 
the battle against sin and evil down through the years. 
Dear Sister Sam Barton needs prayer. She is precious 
in the Lord. Remember all o f our elderly saints. The 
devil works hard against them. I f he can trip them 
up in their last days, he has gained a victory. “ He that 
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved,”  Jesus 
has told us.

Calif.— “ Pray for my nerves and eyes.”  (Also pray 
for her unsaved loved ones.) — Ada Leach

A sister desires the saints to pray earnestly for her 
that she will have victory in prayer. “ I need help so 
badly. Please pray earnestly for me, saints.”

La.— “ Remember my uncle and his wife in prayer. 
He has hardening o f the arteries.”  — N. P. Futch

La.— Let us remember Sister Juanita Williamson who 
is fighting the good fight o f faith. She has been under 
the hand o f affliction fo r  some time although we thank 
God for the many times He has touched her. She is 
precious in the Lord and loves God.

Texas—Dear Sister Marie: Greetings o f l o v e  in
Jesus’ sweet name. I am always so glad to get the 
“ Faith and Victory”  paper. I am so thankful to read 
the precious truths that are in it. I’m living my best 
for Jesus every day. I am glad I had Christian parents 
who reared me in the real truth. My father was a saint, 
Church o f God country preacher like old Brother (Fred) 
Pruitt. . . . They reared 14 children and only had three 
children to a doctor. . . . They lived in Russia. . . .

The Lord has heard and answered my prayers many 
times. This last time I didn’t expect to live, after suf­
fering over a year, but all at once He answered my 
prayer and the saints’. . . .  I feel well and strong, but 
after I eat, a bitter taste comes up into my throat. . . . 
I know that the Lord can help me, so request prayer of 
the saints for me.

Christian love, — Sister Sarah Hoffman
We receive letters from different ones who are bur­

dened for their unsaved loved ones. The devil is getting 
souls entangled in sin and the devil never helps anyone 
to do the right. If they would only seek God and be 
willing to go His way, He would help them out o f sin, 
but they are not willing to quit their sins. The Judg­
ment Day will come and find them unprepared. How 
sad that will be! Some mothers are weeping over their 
sons and daughters who are entangled with dope. Wives 
and husbands are bowed down with grief over their 
companions leaving them. Children are hurt, and dis­
appointed over their parents’ problems. Parents are
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weeping over the problems o f their children and the 
devil is laughing and leading souls downward- Oh, dear 
saints, let us be on our guard and be watchful. The 
devil is no respecter o f persons. He knows where he 
can hit us the hardest to get us to stumble and fall. 
The devil knows our weakest points as well as God knows 
them. Let us also know where they are and work on 
them, yielding to God and being strong in the Lord.

It is God's plan to heal His children. Many times 
the Lord does heal, but the devil will take it away 
through a lack o f faith. So let us hold our faith steady 
in the Lord. — Sister Marie Miles

o--------------------

Foreign Field Reports
LETTER FROM NIGERIAN MISSION

Southeast Nigeria (Oct. 9 )— Dear Bro. Pruitt and 
saints near and far: We greet each one in the name
o f our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Thank you very much for your kind letter o f Sep­
tember 4 with the draft to aid us in the work o f God. 
Prayers ascend to the Father’s throne to bless and re­
ward the donors a hundred fold. We distributed the 
funds to the gospel workers as Brother Umanah’s pay 
sheet can speak.

Brethren in our midst are eagerly desiring to see 
one o f our brethren from the Church o f God in America. 
As it appears our Government refuses to grant visas to 
missionaries to enter its doors for longer stays, we pray 
that you will send one from there for a casual visit of 
one week. Your visit would be a great encouragement 
to our brethren. There is no need to think that the ex­
penses would be useless.

Last month I was able to reach Minya Ntak and 
Ikot Esen Akpan Ntuen. On Oct. 1 I visited Ikot Ntuen, 
and on Oct. 8 I worshipped at my hometown congrega­
tion. I thank God for  His blessings because o f His un­
changing promises. The sick are healed through prayer.

Remember that we are having our year’s annual con­
vention in December from the 14th to the 17th. It 
would be very appropriate for someone to come for  this 
convention.

We lack Efik tracts at this office. You need to re­
print the translated copies at the Lord’s Printshop and 
send for  distribution to the nation. We wish you God’s 
abundant blessings.

Yours in the Master’s service, — Pastor B. E. Udoka

FROM MEXICAN MISSIONARY
Valle de la Trinidad, Mexico (Nov. 5)— Bro. Pruitt 

and Sister Miles: Thanks be to God for the love which 
He had for all the human race to forgive all our sins 
and to give us an eternal inheritance in His heavenly 
country. All o f us here are very joyful for  having be­
lieved the truth o f the gospel.

Please remember Bro. Antonio in your prayers. We 
are praying much for Bro. Pruitt in all our services, and 
we pray for all those who work in the Printshop that 
God would give you the strength that you need every 
day.

I am very grateful for all you and the saints abroad 
have done for the gospel work in Mexico. I give thanks 
to God for all o f you.

I left here the 28th o f October for  Tijuana with the 
purpose o f having the Jeep fixed, because lots o f water

had passed into the oil. I was there three days and 
the repairs cost me about $60.00, and then I was left 
without money. I returned to San Ysidro, praying to 
God that He would help me. Upon arriving at the post- 
office, I found the letter from you with the check from 
Bro. George Hammond, and a letter from a Sister with 
25 cents. With this money I was able to buy food to 
bring to my family. Thanks be to God for  His love for 
all those who trust in Him. Truly, He alone is faithful 
and moves the hearts o f His children. Glory to God 
for His love!

May God richly bless each one. —Tomas Mendoza

OJOS NEGROS, MEXICO REPORT
Okla. (Nov. 6)— Dear ones: Although I’ve been de­

layed in my return to Ojos Negros, Brother Juan Cruz 
Blanco and his family of La Mision are taking good 
care o f the mission work at Ojos Negros and I have 
received a good report from there. They have been do­
ing quite a lot o f personal visitation and through this, 
one man has gotten saved and another one is showing 
special interest. Some are asking for special prayer 
that have not shown much interest in the work until now.

The Lord has wonderfully blessed me to purchase 
another pickup truck, (a 1967 model) since the Ford 
pickup has over 100,000 miles on it. The Brother who is 
selling to me is awaiting his new one, so Lord willing, 
as soon as his comes, I can have mine and be on my 
way.

I want to take this opportunity to thank each one 
who has contributed to this purchase, also offerings to 
keep the mission work going during my absence. I know 
the Lord has done it all as no one but He knew I was 
buying the pickup. May the Lord richly bless each one 
whom He chose to use.

Keep praying for the Mexico mission w o r k  and 
workers. Your Sister in Christ, — Opal Kelly

Excerpt From Letter to James Huskey
Mexico (Nov. 1)— Dear Brother James: I have been 

working about 60 miles from home in the grape harvest 
and coming home on week-ends to take care o f the 
services here in La Mision. My wife, Alicia, conducts 
mid-week services. I soon will have our bills paid, and 
then I expect to make another trip to preach the Word 
in those remote places where they are calling and are 
so hungry to hear the gospel. Our new baby is three 
months old, and her name is Raquel (Rachel). The other 
children are well and four are in school. Alicia is gain­
ing strength.

We salute all the brethren. “ Salute every saint in 
Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet 
you.”  Phil. 4:21. Pray for us and the work o f God 
here. —Miguel Angel Gasper, native

missionary in Baja, Cfa., Mexico

MISSION REPORT FROM INDIA
South India (Oct. 23)— Beloved Bro. Pruitt and other 

dear saints in the U. S. A .: Greetings again1 in the
name o f Jesus Christ, who said, “ I am the root and the 
offspring o f David, and the bright and morning star.”  

Thank you very much fo r  your good letter dated 
Oct. 2, 1972, which you sent by registered post. The 
enclosures were noted with overflowing gratitude, and 
praise to the Lord fo r  His wonderful ways to His chil­
dren.
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Next week, God willing, myself and my wife will 
start to Calicut with other believers to participate in 
the convention there. On the way we shall visit all the 
churches on the northern side. A fter this trip 1 wish 
to go to another place by the name o f Kumali which is 
a forested area. I got a special call from God to visit 
a few isolated saints there who are in need o f spiritual 
help. “ And the angel o f the Lord spake unto Philip, 
saying, Arise and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert." Kumali is a place where the spoken language 
is Tamil. Last week one believer from Kumali came to 
invite me to that area. God willing, I wish to go. Your 
valuable prayers are requested.

As I mentioned in the last letter, our convention 
season starts by next month at various places for  which 
all kinds o f help are necessary, which we expect from 
Heaven. May God direct us to conduct all the conven­
tions with a real vision for lost souls. We continue to 
lift up our eyes to get the means to build a small chapel 
at Avoor, and also to help Brother Rao in Andhra State. 
1 am getting letters from  Bro. Rao, one after another, 
pleading for help. But what can I do except to pray? 
A  work has been started there in the name o f Church o f 
God, but Bro. Rao wrote that he is without money even 
for bus fare to go to near places. So I am appealing to 
the Author and Finisher o f our faith. Your prayers 
are essential.

I was very glad to note that somebody wanted to 
know the prices o f bicycles for  our workers here. May 
God work in the hearts o f  the saints for the progress 
and promotion o f the work in India. Yes, men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint.

In my secret prayers every day and in other prayers 
in tiie fellowship, I earnestly pray for your complete 
healing. My prayers are always for you, your wife and 
family, and for all faithful workers there at the Faith 
Publishing House and abroad.

Your younger Brother in Christ, —John Varghese

NEW MISSION STATION IN INDIA
South India (Nov. 4 )— Dear Brother Pruitt: Through 

the literature sent me from your publishing house the 
Lord helped me to see the truth o f the Church o f God, 
which name is also Scriptural. According to your advice, 
I invited Bro. John Varghese and he held meetings here. 
I got myself separated from denominational connections, 
strictly adhering to the teachings o f the Church o f God. 
Although we depend upon the Lord and His promises to 
make my ministry easy from worries, Bro. John Varghese 
encouraged me to stand fast, assuring me that the Church 
in the States will not forget my commitments, such as 
house rent $20.00 per month, and help for the sustenance 
o f my family. I am young and weak in the life o f faith. 
It will help if  the Church in America can help me to 
strengthen my work. I could have spread this t r u t h  
to several villages i f  I would have had the necessary 
encouragement.

I am enclosing a picture o f our recent meetings. It 
is only a small one at my residence. There is a great 
stir, and several young preachers o f the denominations 
are getting interested in the Church. Please pray for 
me and my work. In one o f the issues o f your paper 
you published a picture in which Bro. John Varghese* 
name was mentioned. That picture was taken at my 
home, and I am the first person from the left. May God 
bless you. Yours in Jesus, — K. Sudarsana Rao

From The Mail Box . . .
Okla.— Dear Bro. Lawrence, Sister Maybelle, a n d  

Sister Made, greetings in the name o f Jesus: W e are
thankful for  salvation and the many blessings the dear 
Lord bestows on us each day. He’s been so good to us 
through our life. I ’m so thankful we have Him to depend 
upon. It’s such a blessing just to be able to take all 
to Him in prayer, knowing that He cares and under­
stands just how to help us. . . .

May the Lord bless you as you endeavor to get the 
gospel to precious souls. We may not have much longer 
to work. We want to be faithful unto the dear Lord 
until He calls for us.

Christian love, — Edwin and Lillian Eck, and family

La.— Dear Sister Marie, greetings o f love in the 
name o f Jesus: I am glad to be saved and a member
of the Body o f Christ. Jesus loved us so much that He 
gave His young life to bring us this great love.

I received your letter, books, and the “ Faith and 
Victory”  paper. I enjoyed reading them. We are pray­
ing that the Lord will continue to bless all o f you there 
at the printshop, and that He will give you added strength 
and wisdom to keep the pure gospel going out by the 
printed page. You will never know what good has been 
done until at the Judgment. I remember back in the 
1930’s, during the depression, how hard it was to get 
25c to send for the paper. Once I sewed all day in my 
spare time and the lady paid me 25c, so I sent it for 
the “ Faith and Victory”  paper. Those were hard times, 
but I feel they were profitable times for me, as they 
made me feel my need o f God and helped me to pray 
more and get closer to the Lord than ever before. The 
dear Lord has been so good to me. I am so thankful 
He didn’t cut me o ff  before I found this true and holy 
way. Praise His name!

I hope to see you or some o f you at our Hammond 
assembly meeting, Lord willing. Pray that I will get 
to attend most o f the meeting. Continue to pray for  us.

Lots o f love, — Effie Miller

Virginia— Dear Bro. Pruitt, greetings in the name 
o f our marvelous Christ: Thanks for  your good letter.

I am saved and on the victory side. I love the 
Church o f God and the dear saints that constitute it. I 
am happy to be separated from sectism, and the world 
with all its pomp and pleasure. . . .

I have sold out here, and I want to locate near a 
congregation o f saints so I can be in their services.

Pray for  me, and still remember my son in the 
A ir Force.

Much love, — Wm. J. Preston

Kansas—Dear Sister Marie: I ’m sending you the
ten names, plus the missionary check. . . .

It is nice to have time, when the “ Faith and Victory” 
comes, to sit down and read it. I truly enjoy it and it 
is food for  my soul. . . .

I ’m planning to go to all-day services at Coffeyville, 
Kansas next Sunday (Nov. 12) i f  it be the good Lord’s 
will. I am always glad to get to go and happy to see 
others come, too. . . .

I remember the Printshop workers in my prayers, 
and pray God to help each one o f you. Please remem­
ber me.

With love, — Mamie Norcutt
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Montana— Greetings o f love and appreciation once 
again from Montana with some o f the Lord's money to 
be used in the work for lost souls. . . .

Sister Marie, please continue to remember us with 
your prayers, as we feel our need o f the saints’ prayers.

May the dear Lord bless and encourage you and all 
His workers there.

— Sisters Betty Davis and Edith Boyer

Indiana—Dear Bro. Pruitt, greetings to you and all 
the saints everywhere: I hope all is well and everything 
is moving for God at the printshop and you are much 
improved in body. He surely is a great Healer* o f body 
and soul.

A  few days ago I was pretty sick in body. I could 
hardly get about and I went to the Lord in prayer. I 
told Him that He said if we abide in Him and His words 
abide in us, we could ask what we would and it shall 
be done unto us. John 15:7. I began getting better 
right then, praise His holy name, and have been feeling 
better ever since.

Wife and I were at the Myrtle, Mo. campmeeting 
and had a wonderful time in the Lord. We got to meet 
quite a number o f the saints and our brothers and sisters 
[in the Lord] that we didn’t know we had. We are look­
ing forward to the next meeting in 1973. . . .

Your Brother in the service o f our King,
—Nathan Mobley

W. Va.— Dear Sister Marie: You will find enclosed 
. . .  to use in your work there. May the Lord bless you 
all is my prayer.

Thanks for your prayers for  me. My spine is com­
pletely well—no pain any more. Praise the Lord for 
His blessings! I love Him with all o f my heart.

Remember me in all o f your prayers. I wish I were 
where I could go to your meetings.

Love to all, — Bertha Roberts

Oregon—Dear relatives in the family o f God (Epb. 
3:14, 15), the church that is a “world without end.”  (Eph. 
3:21).

I found that money order that I asked you to pray 
with me to find. [It was dated Sept. 15, 1971.] You 
can use it to help spread the gospel in whatever way you 
see it is needed.

Your older Sister will be 85 years old i f  I can live 
on until January 22, 1973, so I may not be able to do 
much more for the Lord. Goodbye and may God bless 
you. — Rose Babcock

Alabama—Dear Sister Marie: I trust the Lord is
blessing there at the Print Shop. I have a great con­
cern and love for all there who have dedicated their lives 
so fully to the L o r d .  Although I seldom write, my 
thoughts and prayers for the work and dear ones there 
are unfailing.

I have certainly felt the blessings o f God in my life 
since attending the Monark campmeeting in the summer. 
Maybe it was the dedication o f my life through sancti­
fication that brought these blessings. I can’t exactly 
understand what happened, only I know that God has 
given me grace that I didn’t know He had for me. . . .

I have several unspoken requests I would like for 
the saints there to remember in prayer. Not long ago, 
I was pondering on the thought o f prayers that have 
not yet been answered and the Lord led me to the verse, 
“ Wait on the Lord, be o f good courage and He shall

strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord.”  Often 
now, when I have little trials or prayers that are seem­
ingly unanswered, I’m reminded o f that verse and my 
faith seems to grow stronger. . . .

May God bless you, — Sandra Whitson
---------------------- o----------------------

Testimonies and Answers to Prayer

N. Carolina (O ct 31)— Dear Bro. Pruitt and saints 
everywhere: I send greetings o f Christian love in the
precious name o f Jesus. I felt impressed to send a few 
lines o f testimony while I am yet a single man. I’m 
sure that some o f the young people look toward mar­
riage and think it would be easy to live for God if  they 
were married. I just want to say that during the 3% 
years since I have been saved the Lord has marvelously 
blessed me. When I first started out I had grievous 
trials with doubts and accusations, but as I have learned 
more about the ways o f the devil and how to walk by 
faith, I am much steadier spiritually.

One lesson I have learned o f late is that God wants 
us to be 100 percent dependent upon Him. I f  we think 
we can do this or that in our own strength, we are ready 
for a fall.

The Lord has led me by His Holy Spirit in so many 
different manners. It’s wonderful to have the consola­
tion that “ as many as are led by the Spirit o f  God, they 
are the sons of God.”  I thank all the saints fo r  their 
prayers from time to time.

As Janice Allen and I enter married life, we desire 
to be a godly example to those around us, and also to 
be a .help, an encouragement and a blessing to all those 
with whom we come in contact. We realize we can do 
nothing without the Lord. Please continue to pray for  
us.

Your Brother in Christ, — Ed Johnston

(Editor’s note: Bro. Ed Johnston and Sister Janice 
Allen were united in marriage on Saturday afternoon, 
Nov. 4, 1972, on the church campground at Myrtle, Mo., 
with Bro. Murphy Allen, the father o f the bride, offici­
ating. The weather was nice for the outside wedding, 
and many saints and friends attended from several states. 
Our prayer is that God may grant this Christian couple 
a long and happy life together in the service o f their 
Master. T h e y  will make their home at Rt. 3, Shiloh 
Church Road, Winston-Salem, N. C. 27105.)

Okla.— Dear saints scattered abroad, greetings in 
Jesus’ dear name: Today as I travel along the memory 
lane o f life I’m made to rejoice in God’s holy love. The 
past 2% years have brought a real change in my life. 
I have missed my dear companion and daughter so much. 
As I spend so much o f my time alone, I ’m made to appre­
ciate God’s presence.

This past year has been so different than I expected. 
It seemed the winter months dragged by so slowly, as I 
felt like I was in a cage, for I couldn’t get outside be­
cause o f the danger o f falling. So I prayed, “ Please, 
Lord, make me able to get outdoors when it warms up, 
so I can enjoy the sunshine.”

On June 2 the Lord did answer prayer, and before 
I realized it, I was going on a trip which far exceeded 
anything I had ever thought of. Sister Ruth Murphey 
thought her car would make the trip, so the four o f us, 
including Sister Frances Perkins, left in her car heavily
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loaded. We traveled through Arkansas, Mississippi, Ala­
bama, and Georgia to the South Carolina campmeeting 
at Holly Hill. There I spent hours in the sunshine, even 
ate my meals outside. We went to Charleston, S. C. to 
see the deep-sea port. From there we went up into the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in North Carolina, and it was 
such a beautiful sight. Bro. and Sister Biddix took us 
on a tour to see the lovely mountain flowers. From 
there we came through the Great Smokey Mountains and 
the Cumberland Mountains and to Danville, Ky. to a 
meeting at the Samons’ home. We enjoyed the saints 
so much, as we also did at the Holly Hill meeting. 
Leaving there we visited in the Bro. Curtis Williams’ 
home, then on to Green Bank, West Virgina. Here we 
met some more new faces, and enjoyed being with them. 
It seemed we fit together like a big family. We attended 
a meeting there and met some dear ones from many 
places, some as far away as Pennsylvania. I did enjoy 
the fellowship o f these dear ones.

From West Virginia we came home through Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri arriving on June 29. Later 
I went to the Monark Springs and Myrtle, Mo. camp- 
meetings, and had only two sick spells which lasted 
only a few hours, for God did heal me. We went on 
to Blackford, Ky. and there we met some more precious 
saints. God was there and we had a good meeting. 
The baptizing was in the Ohio River. Back in 1912 I 
heard the saints talk about the wonderful meeting at 
Blackford. I surely enjoyed my stay there.

Do pray for me, —-Sister Sam Barton
7415 E. 34th S t  North, Tulsa, Ok. 74115

Kentucky—Dear Sister Marie, and all the saints, 
greetings in the precious name o f Jesus: The Lord has 
been so good to us in both soul and body. I can never 
thank Him enough for all He has done for  us in so 
many ways.

A s some o f you know, some months ago my husband 
was healed o f ulcers. But later, other trouble set in 
with an over-acid stomach and much pain in the upper 
part o f his stomach, different from where his ulcer had 
been. On Wednesday, Sept 27, at prayer meeting he 
was anointed and prayed for, and got so much better. 
But on Friday morning, Sept 29, about 4 o’clock, he 
was taken suddenly with something which was, no doubt, 
a light stroke. Whatever it was, God knows. He sud­
denly gave out a real loud cry. I got up, turned on the 
light and rushed to him. He was shaking violently all 
over for  a while, then he lay perfectly still with eyes 
wide open, not blinking an eye and staring with a wild 
look. He could neither move, nor talk. I was all alone 
with him, but I never once thought o f a doctor, or taking 
him to a hospital, for  our trust is in God and God alone. 
I called Bro. and Sister Mart Samons and asked them 
to come at once, that I thought Wilbur was dying. They 
came very soon. Earnest prayers were offered for him, 
and after some time he began to show signs o f life, 
gradually improving. Bro. and Sister Samons stayed 
with me the rest o f the night. He was greatly improved, 
so they left, after getting one o f our daughters to come 
and stay with me. I called our other children in from 
different states, telling them o f their father’s condition. 
A ll seven came except two, that were unable to come 
at that time. But before they got here, the same day 
between 5:00 and 6:00 p. m. Wilbur screamed out again 
just as before, and in the same wtay as before he became 
apparently lifeless. I was home alone with him then 
also, and again 1 called for Bro. and Sister Samons.

They were not long in getting here, and again held on 
to the Lord in earnest prayer. We really despaired o f 
his life.

Our dear pastor, Bro. Ed Wilson and family, were 
in Oklahoma at the time, but when he got word of 
Wilbur’s illness, he called me and said he would start 
right home. I knew we had his prayers also before he 
got here. How we do appreciate the prayers and interest 
o f the dear saints in times o f trouble! Many prayers 
were going up in Wilbur’s behalf, and he improved 
greatly. Praise the dear Lord, He has spared his life 
and has restored him to almost perfect health again. 
On Oct. 15 he was able to attend services at the chapel, 
both morning and night, and again he went to prayer 
meeting last Wednesday night. Ever since he was healed, 
he has been getting stronger. He has a  good appetite, 
something he didn’t have before. He is free from all 
pain in his stomach, and is able to do some o f his out­
door farm work.

Oh, what a mighty God we serve! Some say that 
the day o f miracles is past, but truly that is not so. 
God is the same yesterday, today and forever. Praise 
His dear name!

I have two brothers that desperately need salvation. 
Both are up in years. Please remember them in your 
prayers.

Yours in Christ, — Sister Wilbur F. Jarvis

Texas— Dear Sister Marie and all, greetings in Jesus’ 
dear name: I want to testify to the goodness o f our
Lord and Saviour. I had sciatic rheumatism in all my 
limbs, and could hardly do anything. One night they 
hurt so bad that I just could not sleep. I was praying 
and the scripture came to me, “The eyes o f the Lord are 
upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.”  Then the Lord gave me a healing touch, for 
which I thank Him. Although it is not completely well, 
I believe He will heal me.

I was praying for  Bro. Lawrence, and the joys of 
the Lord just flooded my soul. It seemed like he was 
going to be completely healed. . . .

Christian love and prayers, — Sister Nellie Lovell

Oklahoma— Greetings to the readers o f the “ Faith 
and Victory”  paper: For some time I have felt I should 
write my testimony, as the dear Lord has been so good 
to me.

For some months last year I wasn’t well at all. I 
didn’t even feel like sitting up very long, and sometimes, 
not at all. Oh, how I do thank the Lord for His bless­
ing o f healing! I can now do my housework, and I have 
been working at a part-time job most o f this year, and 
also working some in the yard.

I don’t  feel that the Lord needs any help, such as 
medicines, to make these bodies well, but we need to 
stand firm against the afflictions in order to get the 
victory. The devil likes for God’s people to be sick. I 
desire to stand out against him more.

I had a car accident in June o f this year which 
made me quite nervous. I thought I would be sore in 
body the next day, but wasn’t much, if  any. I thank 
the Lord for blessing me through that accident. I could 
not see any good at the time in my car being tom 
up, but I knew the Bible teaches that all things work 
together for good to those who love the Lord. Oh, I 
desire to love Him more and live before the world like 
He would have me to. How watchful we need to be in 
living fo r  the Lord!



Page Fourteen FAITH AND VICTORY December, 1972

I f  I had been as watchful as I could have been in 
driving, I believe I could have avoided that car accident. 
I feel more dependent upon the L o r d  to help me in 
driving.

I had to be without my car for some time as it 
was quite a while before one part came in, which was 
a trial to me, as I was working part time and felt I 
needed my car to go to work and back. I thought o f 
the Scripture that says: “ In your patience possess ye 
your souls.”  Luke 21:19. I hope I got all the good out 
o f this that I needed, as I surely want to have all the 
patience I need. I desire to live to please the Lord. 
Pray for me.

Yours for  all the truth, — Leona Green

S. Carolina—Dear Bro. Lawrence and all the saints, 
greetings in Jesus’ dear name: Today I am much en­
couraged in the dear Lord.

A f t e r  reading the wonderful testimonies in the 
“ Faith and Victory”  paper today it makes me more de­
termined to trust God to the end o f this life. I hear 
and read about so many afflictions among the saints, 
but praise God, He can and will heal them every one if 
we will just trust in Him. I have had many afflictions 
on my body. God healed me o f arthritis which I had 
so bad that, when I would sit down in a chair for an 
afternoon, I could not £>et up and walk. I had to crawl 
from the chair to the couch or bed. Then when I got 
there, someone would have to pick me up and set me 
on the bed or couch. Then I was anointed and prayed 
for, and praise God, I was healed almost immediately. 
I am healed yet o f arthritis, and that was seven years 
ago. God has healed me many times o f other afflic­
tions since then. Praise God, my determination is to 
trust Him until I die. The suffering here can’t  com­
pare with the joy and peace in heaven. May God richly 
bless each one of His children.

In your prayers please remember all the folks here 
at Holly Hill that we will be all God is calling us to 
be as a perfect example before our fellowmen.

Your Sister in Christ, — Sister Edna Crummie

Calif.— I am writing this letter to tell of God’s 
mercy to me. , I thank Him that I am saved and very 
much encouraged to live for Him, for the peace He has 
given me.

In April, 1972, a huge knot came in my right breast. 
It caused severe pain and suffering, and was very hot 
with fever. It was uncomfortable to move at all, espe­
cially m y  right a r m .  When I suffered greatly, m y  
husband would pray and God would ease the suffering. 
When we needed extra help, we would call our pastor, 
Bro. Trotter, for prayer. God never failed to ease the 
pain. We surely thank God for His mercy.

I can testify today that God has healed this condition. 
I tell the saints in Fresno that God performed surgery 
on me. Four holes opened and drained blood and yellow 
matter for three weeks. It is now cleared up and healed 
real good, except for a slight tenderness. There is no 
pain at all, for which I am very grateful to God. It 
surely pays to trust God in and for all things.

I desire your prayers for a severe affliction in my 
stomach, which causes great suffering at times. I am 
trusting God to take care o f it. When we are able to 
submit to God, live or die, God is able to work in our 
behalf. I just want to live closer to Him. Pray for me.

Your Sister in Christ, — Wilma Parrish

Continuation In Grace
“Beloved, now are we the sons o f God, and it 

doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is. And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as he 
is pure.”  1 John 3 :2, 3.

Some have held the idea that everyone is a son 
or daughter o f God since all physical creation was 
by Him. Others have taken an opposite view, that 
one does not become a child o f God in this life, but 
if one does, he cannot have a positive knowledge o f it.

Our texts tell us in unequivocal language that 
some o f us are sons and daughters o f God here and 
now. No doubt some of you will say, “I would give 
anything to have s u c h  assurance.” If you really 
mean that, God will, without the least doubt, give 
you this peace. Perhaps, though, if you will ask 
the Holy Ghost to search you, you will discover you 
are not willing to give anything and everything.

God not only g i v e s  the certain knowledge of 
initial salvation a n d  perfected holiness, but a l s o  
showers upon His children that which accompanies 
such a relationship to Him. See 1 John 5:10; Rom­
ans 8:16; Acts 15:8, 9 ; Hebrews 10:15; 1 Cor. 2:9.

The two men, presumably angels, mentioned in 
Acts 1:10, 11 stated that Jesus would come again in 
the same visible manner that He went away. A t 
least a part, and a very important part, o f the Chris­
tian’s hope is the second coming" o f Christ. Christ’s 
second coming is a powerful stimulation and incen­
tive to hope. Not knowing the day or hour of our 
Savior’s return, and being impelled by the love o f 
God within, the honest, sincere saint o f God exer­
cises great carefulness to be pure, as Christ is pure. 
Attention to holy living is a definite mark of every 
one who is bom  again.

On the other side, to take the position the Lord 
delays His coming, that God is too good to punish 
the wicked, or that He will let those who are “ in 
C hrist(?)” into heaven in spite o f their sins, tends 
to careless living. Seeing the earth shall be dissolved 
and its works burned up, and that the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, we are instructed to be holy 
in conversation (manner o f life). 1 Peter 3:10, 11.

Salvation frees us from condemnation. “But if 
our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God.” 1 John 3:21. “There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
Rom. 8:1. Sin brings guilt. It logically and Scrip- 
turally follows that anyone guilty o f sin, whether 
or not claiming to be a Christian, or a Christian 
who falls into thoughtful, known, willful transgres­
sion, is not in Christ Jesus. We are free from con­
demnation only when we have confessed our sins to 
God up to date, have turned from all that we pres­
ently know is wrong as well as all that God shall 
ever show us to be sin, and cleared all differences 
between us and others, forgiving and asking for­
giveness.
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There is no escape from, or gainsaying o f God's 
W o r d .  It says plainly and without qualification, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Ezekiel 18:4, 20. 
One phase of this death is immediate. All manner 
o f sins shall be forgiven except blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost, so one may be raised from soul-death 
to newness o f life. Praise the Lord! There is a 
“ second death” o f f i n a l  and eternal significance. 
This doom o f the soul is irretrievable.

Jesus said o f His sheep, He gives to them eter­
nal life, they shall never perish, and “no man is able 
to pluck them out o f my Father’s hand.” Just be­
fore saying this in John 10:28, 29, He also said, 
“My sheep follow me.”  (verse 27). What is taught 
and emphasized in these verses is the keeping power 
o f God. To teach otherwise is to do violence to the 
many other Scriptures dealing with t h i s  subject. 
The heart o f the Gospel is salvation from all ac­
quired and inherited sin, and power to keep us from 
falling.

In the epistle o f First John 3:15 we are told, 
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him.” Probably most folks, if not everyone, have 
experienced h a t r e d  toward one or more persons. 
Again many, if not all, who have lapsed into sin 
after having at some time been made a Christian 
by God’s saving grace, have experienced hatred with­
in. When this is done, the soul is “ without eternal 
life.” Murderers along with idolaters will be “with­
out,”  while those who keep God’s commandments 
have a right to the tree o f life, and s h a l l  enter 
through the gates into the City o f God, or heaven. 
Revelation 22:14, 15.

The test o f our love to Christ is, “ that we keep 
his commandments.” This, the one in earnest to 
please the Lord, gladly does, and he finds His com­
mandments are not grievous. Being a disciple is 
dependent upon our “ continuing” in Christ’s Word. 
John 8:31.

There is a sharp, and very visible difference be­
tween a Christian and one who is not. There is ab­
solutely no excuse for not noting this dissimilarity. 
Those doing not righteousness sire not o f God, but 
o f the devil. 1 John 3:10. On the negative side, he 
that loveth not his brother is not o f God. He that 
committeth sin is o f the devil, (verse 8). Jesus told 
the self-righteous Pharisees, “Ye are of your father, 
the devil, and the lusts o f your father ye will do.” 
J o h n  8 :44a. “Ye do the deeds of your father.” 
(verse 41).

While abiding in Christ, we bear fruit. John 15:4. 
If we do not abide in Him, we shall not bear the 
fruit o f the Spirit or have the witness o f the Spirit 
with our spirit that we are a child o f God. God 
the Father is glorified when we bear much fruit. 
John 15:8. “Every branch [in Christ] that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away; and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more f r u i t . ” John 15:2. The man that does not 
“abide” in Christ is cast forth or out, a withered 
branch, and is burned, (verse 6, and Matt. 13:30).

Quite a lot is said in the Bible about enduring. 
In the parable o f the sower, Jesus sets before us the 
fact that the Word of God sown on stony-ground 
souls is received with gladness. Having no root in 
themselves, however, they endure but for a rather 
short time. These cannot stand affliction and per­
secution which come to them because of the Word, 
but are offended. Paul wrote to the Galatians that 
they did well for awhile, but allowed themselves to 
be hindered. Galatians 5:7. Peter asks who can 
harm (hinder) you if you really mean to do right. 
We have Christ’s promise that if we endure unto the 
end, we shall be saved. Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13. 
This is perseverance.

Sinners and backsliders do not have the Spirit 
with them, much less in them. They do not have 
the Spirit o f Christ. Romans 8:9. No man can know 
his spiritual condition, but by the Holy Ghost. John 
16:8. Unless, or until, a soul does eternal despite 
to the Spirit o f grace, the Spirit continues to convict 
o f sin, o f righteousness, and judgment. It is the 
Spirit who leads the willing soul into the regenerated, 
or new-birth, experience. Without the S p i r i t  of 
Christ, we are not His, no matter what one’s rela­
tion to Him has been in the past. It is only in the 
sense o f the drawing of, and persuasion of, the Spirit 
that He dwells with the sinner and backslider. Dear 
soul, do not let the devil, the enemy of your soul 
put you to sleep in a security o f some sort, falsely 
so-called. As you value your soul, flee to Christ 
now in repentance and faith.

We may not always know whether another per­
son is a child o f God by spiritual regeneration or 
not. Certainly we have no right, according to God’s 
Word to even think a soul is not saved unless God 
shows us it has intentionally yielded to sin. In a 
general s e n s e ,  the witness and fruit o f the Holy 
Spirit with our spirit is proof o f our being accepted 
by God. The fruit o f the Spirit, according to two 
statements by our Lord and Savior, is seen in our 
love to other Christians. Of course, this is far more 
than just saying we love. “By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.” John 13:35. “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” 1 John 3:14. He that l o v e t h  not his 
brother abideth in death. Every saved person has 
the grace o f God working in practical living, giving 
power and victory over temptation. The unsaved 
and the backslidden do not have grace working in 
a direct and experiential way in them. Their will 
does not co-operate and submit to God and His grace. 
Sinners and backsliders do not have the love o f God 
as a divinely bestowed gift. They are estranged 
from God. Fruit has to do also with obedience to 
God. Matthew 7:16, 20.

The way with God is the way of the “ cross”  and, 
“ self-denial.” Unless one really m e a n s  business 
about living for God, taking this way just does not 
seem inviting. Moreover, often the soul actually 
opposes such a rugged course. Sinners, and believers
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who have lapsed into sin, will not, and do not, sub­
mit to self-denial and cross-bearing.

God has raised a pertinent “ if.”  The b l o o d ­
cleansing, as a present enjoyment, is dependent upon 
our walking in the light right now. But “ i f ’ we 
walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the Blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, “ cleanseth” us from all sin. Those 
who do not “walk in the light,” the blood o f Christ 
does not cleanse. Without this cleansing, we are not 
in a condition to go to heaven.

You and I are either for Christ, or against Him. 
Awful as it is to be against Christ, many are. Un­
less we continue being for Christ, working with Christ 
in gathering lost souls, and gathering in construct­
iv e  efforts for His Kingdom, we will “ scatter” and 
destroy. Matthew 12:30.

In Galatians 5 :4, Paul wrote about those who are 
justified (or seek to be) by the law. The first verse, 
and the entire context, reveals that those addressed 
had found “ liberty” and “ freedom” in Christ. These 
Galatians were counseled not to become entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. After having had 
Christ as a personal Savior, and then depending on 
circumcision, “ Christ profits nothing.” ( v e r s e  2). 
Christ becomes of no effect to the one hoping to get 
or keep God’s favor through the law. The law was 
not given for that purpose. Though these people 
“did run well” before, as those who are transformed 
by grace do, Paul asks who has hindered them. He 
tells them they are no more a servant, but a son. 
Galatians 4:7. Yet, if and when they turn to the 
weak and beggarly elements (Galatians 4 :9 ), they 
will go into bondage, and will be fallen from grace. 
Falling from grace is impossible except when grace 
has been previously experienced. The soul who has 
fallen from grace has been “ bewitched” into disobey­
ing the truth, seeking to be made perfect by the flesh 
or going some other than God’s way. Galatians 3:1. 
Those who have had the Spirit of His Son in their 
hearts crying, Abba Father (Galatians 4 :6 ), may fall 
from their steadfastness. 2 Peter 3:17. Make no 
mistake, unconfessed and unforsaken sin or sins will 
not go unpunished in eternity. Wrongs not righted 
and unforgiveness toward anyone will positively dis­
qualify us from meeting the Judge of all the earth 
in peace. Genesis 18:25; Hebrews 12:3.

Some very wonderful and noteworthy principles 
and propositions are laid down in Paul’s Holy Ghost- 
inspired letter to the Hebrews. In this gospel age 
God speaks unto us by His Son, whom He hath ap­
pointed heir o f all things. Hebrews 1:2. Special at­
tention should be given to God’s message to the He­
brews, and us. Hebrews 2:1. Failure to “heed” may 
result in the message that we have heard slipping 
away. God’s Word is unchanging. Every transgres­
sion receives a just reward when it is known disobed­
ience. (verse 2). If we even neglect this great sal­
vation that we have received we shall not escape, 
(verse 3).

The Bible speaks many times on the subject o f 
backsliding. The consequences o f backsliding are

shown to be horrible, and there is grave danger that 
the backslider may either not choose to return to the 
Lord, or may not have the opportunity. Except the 
soul is guilty o f eternally insulting the Holy Ghost, 
however, there is a possibility o f restoration to God’s 
favor and approval. There is such a thing as apos­
tasy. This is different in degree and nature from 
ordinary backsliding. One prominent cause for back­
sliding is a contentedness to remain a spiritual baby. 
To fail to go on to the deep things o f God may lead 
one to a complete and eternal rejection of Christ and 
a “ falling away.” Those once enlightened, who have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been partakers 
o f the Holy Ghost, are not mere professors o f sal­
vation. They have received the Lord and it has been 
precious. The power of God has been felt. After 
falling away completely, or taking an eternal stand 
against God, all hope o f restoration is forever gone. 
What may have started in backsliding has ended in 
apostasy and a certain “fearful looking for o f judg­
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour ad­
versaries.” Hebrews 10:27.

While we are not saying that the interpretation 
of the passage of Scripture we are about to refer 
to is the foremost one, you will readily see, I believe, 
that it is a very important one. “If the clouds be 
full o f rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: 
and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the 
north, in the place where the tree falleth, there shall 
it lie.”  Ecclesiastes 11:3. The Bible is a spiritual 
Book, and concerns itself with spiritual needs and 
destinies. It is obvious that when a wicked man 
dies, whether he be a backslider or one who has never 
been a Christian, his life and record will continue 
to be what it was at death. God will then deal with 
that soul accordingly. It is so necessary that we 
“die the death of the righteous, and our last end be 
like his.” This is the only way to have assurance 
that all is well when we leave this world.

To those who “overcome” God makes g r e a t  
promises. No where in Sacred Writ does God make 
a promise o f eternal bliss to the lawless and disobed­
ient. To have an abundant entrance into the King­
dom o f our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we must 
overcome. This is possible only through the grace 
of God. An inheritance o f everything that is good, 
(Revelation 21:7) and a sharing of God’s glory is 
for the overcomer. Revelation 3:21. The tree o f life 
in God’s paradise is granted to the overcomer. Reve­
lation 2:7.

Dear soul, do not depend on any opinions o f 
men who say that because you were once saved, you 
are eternally secure. Ask God to teach you, and He 
will. —R. F. Wilson
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